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H E {cope of our narrative now calls us from the coaft of 1756. 
Coromandel to relate the calamities which at this time befel ~ 
the Englith fettlements in Bengal; previous ‘to which, it 
is requifite to inveftigate the rife and progrefs of the Englifh com- 
merce in the province, and to give fome portion of the hiftory of 
the Mahomedan government. 

Bencar is the eafternmoft of the provinces which compofe the 
empire of the great Mogul. It lies between the degrees 26. 30. and 
2 3O. OF R latitude, aud cxtends from the 86th to the 97th 
degree of longitude, computing from the meridian of mes Its 

area is nearly 21 {quare degrees. 
The Gances; from its irruption through the mountains of the 
frontier, flows for 300 miles to the fouth-eaft, when it receives the 
Jumna at Allahabad. From hence its courfe continues 300 miles 
2 almoft directly eaft, when having received feven large rivers, and 
pi more of inferior note, it enters the province of Bengal, according to 
Vor. II. B the 
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the ancient definition, in the latitude of 25. 10, where its current 
on the right hand wafhes the foot of a mountain called Tacriagully, i 
from eae it trikes to the sr, until it reacheth the fea. A hundred 
miles below Tacriaguily it fends off an arm to the fouth, which is 
called the river of Coffimbuzar | and 50 miles lower, Toter. called 
the Felingeer, which, after flowing about 40 miles to the sw, 
unites with the other at a town called Nuddeah. The river 
formed by the junétion of thefe two ftreams is fometimes called 
the /i#tle Ganges, but more commonly the river Hughley, which after Í 
flowing 120 miles of latitude in a courfe which does not verge g F 
„more than one point to the weftward of the fouth, gains the 
fea in the latitude of 21. 30 at the ifland of Sagor. ‘The main 
body of the Ganges, which for diftinction is called the great 
Ganges, continues from the commencement of the river of Coflim- 
buzar, receiving a multitude of ftreams from the left, until it 
reacheth the latitude of 22. 45, where its waters are met by: thofe 
P of another river even larger than itfelf, called the Baramputrah, 
which rifes on the eaftern fide of the vaft mountains that fend forth 
the Ganges to the weft. The conflux of thefe two mighty rivers is 
tumultuous, and has formed feveral large iflands between their 


spews’ 


ae oe 


= junétion and the open fea, which their waters, through feveral 7 
= extenfive channels, reach'about 35 miles lower down, in the latitude 
so of 22. IO. Lacriagully i is the termination of a vaft range of moun- 
E tains, which accompanies the courfe of the Ganges from the weft : ` 
and about 50 miles weft of Tacriagully, where they begin to form > 


_ the north boundary of Bengal on this fide the river, another range 


‘ftrikes from thein tu the fouth, but in a curve {welling to the weft- 
ward, which terminates within fight of the fea, at. nthe Nelligree 


hills, 30 miles inland from the town of Ballafore, in the latitude of 
21. 30. Several diftri€ts belonging to Bengal lie interfperfed within 


+ 
thefe ‘mountains, but none beyond them ; for to the weftward they : 
extend feveral degrees, and are in fome parts impaffable, as far as | 
the province of Berar in the Decan; to the north they divide Bengal 
from the fouthern divifion of Benar, and tothe fouth, feem the 


natural feparation of Bengal from ORIXA, which neverthelefs has 
kai acquired 
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acquired a tra&t of country within them, extending 20 miles along (1756. 
the {ea-coafts from Balafore to the river of Pipley, which dif- 
embogues oppofite to the Ifland of Sagor. On the eaftern fide of the 
Ganges, the territory of Bengal extends to the north as far as the 
latitude of 26. 30. where it is bounded ‘by the foot of the firft range 
of mountains approaching Thibet. By the acquifition of a country, 
called Purnea, the territory on this fide the river extends 20 miles 
more to the weft than Tacriagully on the other ; and a line nearly 
north and fouth, from the northern mountains -to the Ganges, 
marks the boundary between Purnea and the province of Behar. 
From this line the territory of Bengal extends 180 miles to the eaft- 
ward as far as Rangamatty, a town belonging to the king of Affam, ” 
fituated in the latitude of 26. 10. on the river Baramputrah. The 
courfe of this river from Rangamatty to the fea feems the natural 
boundary of Bengal to the eaft ; but confiderable diftriéts have been 
acquired on the other fide of it, which will be defcribed as occafion 
requires ; and at the upper part of the fea-coaft which bounds the 
bay of Bengal to the eaft, the province of Chittigan has been wrefted 
from the tee dom of: Aracan. 

The fea- coat between the mouths a the river Hughley and the 
Great Ganges, extends 180 miles, and the whole tract is a dreary 
unhofpitable fhore, which fands and whirlpools render inacceffible 
from the fea to fhips- of burden y,and for feveral miles inward, the 


land is interfeéted by numerous channels, which derive from both ae 

rivers, and difembogue by many mouths into the fea. The iflands E 

formed by thefe einde are covered with thickets, and eecipiee 4 

by deer and tygers. : 7 
The triangle included by the Coffimbuzar and Hughley rivers to 

the weft, by the Great Ganges to the eaft, and by the fea-coaft to ee 

the fouth, as well as a large tract on either hand and to the north of 2 ye 


this Delta, is as level as the fandy deferts of Africa, or Arabia ; and, ii 
like fome of the countries on the banks of the river of arene 
no where produces a fingle ftone. The foil is a ftratum of the richeft 
mould lying on a deep fand, which being interfperfed with fhells, 
indicates the land to have been overflowed. Such parts of this im- 
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menfe plain as are not watered by the Ganges and its branches, are 
fertilized by many other ftreams from the mountains, and for the 
{pace of three months, from May to Auguft, when the Sun is moftly 
in the zenith, heavy rains fall every day. 

Hence the luxuriance of the foil fupplies the fubfiftance of the 
inhabitants with lefs labour than any other country in the world. 
Rice, which makes the greateft part of their food, is produced in 
fuch plenty in the lower parts of the province, that it is often fold 
on the fpot at the rate of 2 pounds for a farthing : a number of 
other arable grains, and a {till greater variety of fruits and culinary 
vegetables, as well as the {pices of their diet, are raifed, as wanted, 
with equal eafe: fugar, although requiring a more attentive culti- 
vation, thrives every where : although their kine are of a mean race, 
and give little milk, yet the defect of exuberance is fupplied by the 
multitude of the animals: the cafts who eat fifth, find them fwarm- 
mg in all the {treams. and ponds of the country, and falt is produced 
in abundance in the iflands near the fea. Hence in fpite of defpotifm 
the province is extremely populous: and the vacation from agri- 
culture leaves a much greater number of the inhabitants, than can 
be {pared in others, at leifure to apply themfelves to the loom; fo 
that more cotton and filk are manufactured in Bengal than in thrice 
the fame extent of country throughout the empire, and confequently 
at much cheaper rates. The greateft part of thefe manufactures, 
and of the raw filk, is exported ; and Europe receives the janie 
fhare ; the reft goes by land and fea to different parts of the empire, 
and other countries; to which they likewife fend rice, fugar, beetle- 
nut, ginger, long- pepper, turmerick, and a variety of other drugs. 
and productions of the foil. 'Fheir real wants from abroad are only 
the metals ; but fince Europe has opened a trade to India, they have. 
confumed large quantities of woollen manufactures, and require 
arms, and a variety of mechanical implements better than they can. 
make themfelves, fome from: fancy, but the greateft part for ufe. 
The abundance of advantages peculiar to this. country have induced. 
the eaftern world to call it the paradife of India; and the weftern, 
without hyperbole, the rich kingdom of Bengal. But thefe ad- 

Bi ; vantages, 
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vantages, through a long courfe of generations, have concurred 

with the languor peculiar to the unelaftic atmofphere of the 

climate, to debafe all the eflential qualities of the human race, 

and notwithftanding the general effeminacy of charaéter which is 

vifible in all the Indians throughout the empire, the natives of 
Bengal are {till of weaker frame and more enervated difpofition than 
thofe of any other province: bodily ftrength, courage, and forti- 
tude are unknown : even the labour of the common people is totally 
void of energy ; and they are of a ftupidity which neither wifhes 
nor feems to be capable of extending its operations into any variety 
of mechanical dexterity. All thofe of the better cafts, who are not 
fixed to the loom, are bred to the details of trafic and money, in 
which their patience and perfeverance are as great as their deteftatiom 
of danger, and averfion to bodily fatigue ; and it is common to fee 
the accounts of a huckfter in his ftall, who does not exchange the 
value of two rupees in the day, as voluminous.as the books of a con- 
fiderable merchant in Europe. 

The natives of Bengal derive their religion from a code called the 
Shafter, which they affert to be the genuine feripture of Bramah, in: 
preference to the Vidam, of which the followers affert the contrary,, 
whilft neither underftand the language of the original text, which. 
is called the Shanfcrit: the very difufe of this language is of the 
moft remote antiquity; it is preferved only by the Bramins, and: 
underftood but by very few even of them. The two codes of 
the Shafter and Vidam divide almoft equally the whole body of the: 
Indian religion throughout Indoftan. The followers of the Shafter 


- are diftinguifhed by the name of GENTOos. 


The language as well as the written character of Bengal are pe~ 
culiar to the natives, and not ufed in. any other province, and both: 
feem to be bafe derivations from the Shanferit. 

It appears from the hiftory of Feritfha that the fovereignty of the 
Mahomedans was eftablifhed in Bengal about the year 1200, during 
the reign of Scheabbedin, the Gauride. At this time the capital 
was Lucknouti, an immenfe city, to which the natives. attributed. 
great antiquity : it was “fituated: on the right: fide of the Ganges,, 
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about 20 miles north of the ifland of Coffibuzar, and about the 
fame diftance to the fouth of Maulda. From the reign of Scheab- 
bedin to the invafion-of Tamerlane in 1399, the country during two 
centuries is always fuppofed annexed to the empire of Delhi, al- 
though its governors fometimes affected royalty ; and the province, 
during this period, has more than once been conferred on princes of 
the royal blood, who ftood neareft the throne. T'he confufions in 
the empire, which followed the invafion of Tamerlane, gave the 
rulers of Bengal -better opportunity to affert and maintain inde- 
pendence. In 1447 they appear affuming the ftile and dignity of 
kings, and in 1494, Sultan Alla ul dien, as monarch of Bengal, 
makes peace on equal terms with Sultan Secunder emperor of Delhi. 
From this time the continual convulfions of the throne, until it was 
feized by the intrepid hand of Baber, left the Sultans of Bengal 
without the apprehenfion of controul from the tranfitory fovereigns 
who {tiled themfelves emperors, and even Baber, until his devth, in 
1530, had too much to do in confirming his authority in other parts 
of Indoftan to look to Bengal: but in 1534 the reigning Sultan 
was expelled by the famous adventurer Shere Cawn, who him({elf 
in 1539 quitted the province on the approach of the emperor 
Homaion fon of Baber. This is the firft eftablifhment made by the 
houfe of Tamerlane in the province, but it was of fhort duration ; 
for Shere Cawn defeated Homaion on his return to A gra, immedi- 
ately after which he recovered the dominion of Bengal, and armed 
by the means it afforded, drove Homaion out of Indoftan into Perfia, 
and affumed the the throne of Delhi in 1542. He died in 1 54545 
his fon and fucceffor Selim in 1 5523 and during their reigns no 
commotions appear in Bengal; but during the three> abrupt fuc- 
ceffions after Selim, until Homaion recovered Delhi in 1555, Bengal 
was continually difputed, and by feveral competitions. Homaion 
died in 1556, the year after he-was reinthroned, and {trong re- 
bellions in the intermediate countries kept Bengal independant of 
Delhi until the year 1575, when the generals of Acbar reduced the 
province, and a part of Orixa, after which Bengal remained in fub- 
jeCuon until 1624, when it was wrefted from the empire by re 
ehan 
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Jehan in rebellion againft his father the emperor Jehanguire; but it 
was recovered the next year. Shaw Jehan fucceeded to the throne 
in 1627, and in 1638 fent his fon Sujah to command in Bengal. 1627. 1638. 


Sujah continued lord of the province until 1661, when he was 
driven to take refuge in Arracan by Emir Jumla the vizir of his 
brother Aurunzebe, who had co: nfined their father Shaw Jehan, and 
afcended his nione From this time until‘a revolution which has 
happened in our days, Bengal continued in an uninterrupted Hue 
miffion to the authority of the great Mogul. R 4 

The peculiar patience of the Capes in Bengal, their affection to 
bufinefs, and the cheapnefs of all productions either of commerce or 
neceflity, had concurred to render the details of the revenue, the 
moft minute, voluminous, and complicated fyftem of accounts 
which exift in the univerfe, infomuch that the emperor Jehangire, 
although the Mahomedans had then been fovereigns of the country 
for three centuries, fays in his note book, that the application of 
ten years was ‘neceflary to acquire a competent notion of them. 
The military pride of the Mahomedans, their- indolence and fenfu- 
ality, their ignorance of the language, and the inferiority of- their 
numbers, rendered them inadequate to a tafk they detefted, and ob- 
liged them, however unwilling, to leave the ‘colleétion of the re- 
venues, as they found it, with the Gentoos, and the fame infufficien- 
cies reduced them to continue the Rajads or princes, among{t whom 
the country was divided, in’ the fuperintendance of the mR 
regulations of their refpective diftricts, fubje% to regulated tributes, 
and the arbitrary fines and extortions of victorious authority. The 
ereateft part of Bengal remains at this day under the intermediate 
juridi@ion of thefe Rajahs, feveral of whom are defcended from 
anceftors, who ruled the fame diftri¢ts before the Mahommedan 
conquett. 

The Portugueze appear in Bengal before the prefent. dynafty of 


Moguls; for an armament was {fent by the victory of Goa in 1534. 


to atin fae reigning fultan againft the invader Shere Cawn. This 
nation, however, never eftablifhed regular governments or garrifons 


in the province, as in moft other parts of India. But different bands 
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at different times took up their refidence on the fea coafts of Balafore ` 


and Arracan, and in feveral habitable iflands, which lye in the 
mouths of the great and lefler Ganges, where, living without law; 
and with much fuperftition, fome hired themfelves as foldiers to the 
governors of the neighbouring diftricts, whilft others equipt boats 
and armed veflels, and plundered in the rivers all who were not 
able to refit them. The Dutch fettled in Bengal about the year 
1625. 

The trade of this country was opened to the Englifh by means of 

a furgeon named Boughton, who in 1636 was fent from Surat to 

Agra to attend a daughter of the emperor Shaw Iehan, whom he 

cured, and the emperar, befides other favours, granted him a patent 

to trade free of cuftoms throughout his dominions, with which 

Boughton proceeded to Bengal, intending to purchafe goods in this 
province, and to carry them by fea to Surat. His patent would 

probably have been little- regarded, if the Nabob of the province 

had not wanted his affiftance to cure one of his favourite women, 

whom he likewife recovered : on which the Nabob prevailed on him 

to remain in his fervice, giving him an ample ftipend, and con- 

firming the privilege of trade which he had obtained at Agra, with 
a promife to extend it to all others of the Englifh nation who fhould 
come to Bengal. Boughton wrote an account of his influence to 
the Englifh governor at Surat, by whofe advice the Company in 
1640 fent two fhips from England to Bengal, the agents of which 
being introduced to the Nabob by Boughton, were received with 
courtefy, and affifted in their mercantile tranfaGtions; and the 
advantages gained by this trial gave encouragement to profecute the 


trade. 


= The profits accruing to Europeans by their trade to Indoftan, 
arife much more from the commodities which they purchafe in that 
country, than from thofe which they fend thither, and the moft 
valuable part of the cargoes returned to Europe confifts of filk and 


cotton manufactures : the weaver of which, is an Indian, living and 


working with his wife and feveral children in a hut, which {carcely 


affords him fhelter from the fun and rain: his natural indolence 
however 
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however is fatisfied in procuring by his daily labour, his daily bread; 

and the dread of extortion or violence from the officers of the diftrié: 

to which he belongs, makes it prudence in him to appear, and to be 

poor; fo that the chapman who fets him to work, finds him deftitute 
of every thing but his loom, and is therefore obliged to furnifh him 
with money, generally half the value of the cloth he is to make, 
in order to purchafe materials, and to fubfift him until his work is 
finithed; the merchant who employs a great number of weavers, 1s 
marked by the higher officers of the government, as a man who can 
afford to forfeit a part of his wealth, and is therefore obliged to pay 
for protection, the coft of which, and more, he lays upon the 


manufactures he has to fell, of which, by a combination with other ~ 


merchants, he always regulates the price, according to the neceflity 
of the purchafer to buy. Now the navigation to India is fo very 
expenfive, that nothing can be more detrimental to this trade than 
long protraCtions of the voyage; and lofs, inftead of profit, would 
enfue, if fhips were fent on the expectation of buying cargoes on 
their arrival ; for either they would not find thefe cargoes provided, 
and muft wait for them at a great expence; or if ready, would be 
obliged to purchafe them too dearly. Hence has arifen the neceffity. 
of eftablifhing fa€tories in the country, that the agents may have 
time and opportunity to provide, before the arrival of the fhips, the 
cargoes intended to be returned in them. EER ES. 
The Englifh company, either in the firft voyage or foon after, 
built a factory at Hughley, the principal port of the province, lying 
about one hundred miles from the fea on the river to which it gives 
its name, and which is the weftern arm of the Ganges; but the 
officers of the government fuperintended the buildings, and objected 
to every thing which refembled or might be converted into a ftation 
of defence; the Mogul empire, at that time, difdaining to allow in 


any part of its dominions, the appearance of any other fovereignty | 


than its own: for whatfoever forts the Portuguefe or other Europeans 
pofleffed on the fea coafts of Indoftan, the territory on which they 
{tood, and many of the forts themfelyes, were either wrefted or pur- 
chafed from princes at that time not conquered by the Mogul, in 

Vou. I. j C -whofe 
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whofe territory no European power had hitherto been fuffered to 
erect a fingle baftion. 

Not permitted to have fortifications, the Englith were likewife 
prohibited from entertaining a military force fufficient to give um- 
brage to the government, but were allowed to maintain an enfign 
and 30 men to do honour to the principal agents; who thus con- 
fined to commercial views, applied themfelves with much induftry 
to promote their own, and the company’s interefts in trade. Englifh- 
men were fent from Hughley to thofe parts of the province in which 
the moft valuable commodities were produced: but as the number 
of factors employed by the company did not fuffice to fuperintend 


“in different places, the provifion of fuch quantities of goods as 


were annnually demanded, the greate{t part of the purchafes was 
managed at Hughley, where the principal agents contracted with 
merchants of the country, who, on receiving about one half of 
the value beforehand, obliged themfelves under pecuniary penalties 
to deliver at fixed periods the goods for which they had contraéted. 
The company being by thefe difpofitions invefted with a right in 
all the goods for which they had contraéted, even before thefe goods 
were manufactured, gave the name of Inveftment to all their pur- 
chafes in India. 

Thefe were the only methods of carrying on the trade with rea- 
fonable expectation of profit ; but they rendered the Enelith entirely 
dependant on the government of Bengal, who, either by feizing 
the goods which were provided, or by prohibiting them from being 
carried to the principal refidence, from whence they were to be 
fhipped, might at any time fubje& the company’s eftate to great 
detriment and lofs: and of thefe rifques the company were fo ap- 


prehenfive, that they kept their fatories in Bengal dependant on the 


Prefidency of Madrafs; where they had a fort and garrifon, to 
which, in cafes of fudden emergency, the agents in Bengal were to 
apply for advice and affiftance. 

Their trade, however, was carried on for fome time without 
interruption, and with much fuccefs; but in a few years, when 
they had erected coftly buildings, had accumulated large quantities 
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of Englifh commodities, and had given large credits in the province, 
the government deeming them as it were fettered to the fhore, 
changed its conduct towards them. The patents granted to 
Boughton, as well as the other ftipulations which had induced them 
to fettle in the province, were either difavowed, or conftrued in 
contradiction to their meaning : the fame cuftoms were levied from 
them, as from other merchants: the Nabob affected to arbitrate 
between the company and fuch of the natives, who in order to 
evade the payment of their debts, thought proper to purchafe his 
protection ; and even vagabond Englifhmen offending againft the 
company’s privileges, were encouraged to take refuge in his court, 
and to difavow the authority of their countrymen. In a word, 
every pretext which might bring the Englith affairs under his 
cognizance was praétifed in order to fubjeét them to fines and 
exactions. If the fettlements hefitated, or refufed to comply with 
the Nabob’s demands, their trade, throughout the province, was 
immediately ftopped. 

For thefe evils there were but two remedies, war, or retreat : both 
worfe than the mifchief; for although the government annually 
repeated its exactions, the advantages of the Bengal trade, whilft 
new, were fuch as rendered it more prudent to cl a by 
defiance to rifque the whole of the company’s ftock and concerns in 
the province ; and for forty years the Englifh attempted no military 
refiftance. 

At length, finding thefe impofitions ES increafed, 
becaufe they.had only been oppofed by embaflies and petitions ; and 
having the fame caufes of complaint again{t. the Mogul’s govern- 
ment at Surat.; the company in the year 1685, determined to try 
what condefcenfions the effect of arms* might produce ; and with 
the approbation of King James the fecond, fitted out two fleets ; one 
of which was ordered to cruize at the bar of Surat, on all veflels 
belonging to the Mogul’s fubje&ts: the other was defigned not only 


IE. | 
1756. 
1640 

to 
1680. 


1685. { 


to commit hoftilities by fea at the mouths of the Ganges, but- 


carrried likewife 600 regular troops im order to attack the Nabob of- 


Bengal by land. The agents at Hughley received previous notice 
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| of thefe intentions, and were inftruéted to call in all their faGtors 
/=—' and concerns, that all the Englith fubjects and property might be 


in readimefs to repair on board the fhips, as foon as they fhould ar- 


fhore, where they were immediately: to fortify themfelves. 

The conduct of this war was entrufted to Job Chanock, the 
company’s principal agent at Hughley, a man of courage, without 
military experience, but impatient to take revenge of a govern- 
ment from which he had perfonally received the. moft ignominious 
treatment, having not long before been imprifoned and {courged by 
the Nabob. One veflel of the fleet was loft, the largeft fhip, with 
another, were -not able to make their paffage, and the reft did not 

3686, arrive before the month of O&tober, 1686: by which time, a body 
- of the Nabob’s troops, probably from fome fufpicions of the in- 
tended hoftilities, had furrounded the faCtory at Hughley. Chanock, 
therefore, on the arrival of the fhips, ordered the troops, about 460. 
‘men, to come up the river to his affiftance, gave battle, and drove 
the com outof the town. A truce enfued, during which, all the 
company’s effects were fhipped; by which time, AN governor of 
Hughley. having received confiderable reinforcements, both fides. 
were equally willing and ready to renew hoftilities. The Moors. 
were again difcomfited: but neverthelefs, prepared to blockade the 
fa&tory again; to avoid which, Chanock, on the 15th of Decem- 
ber, took the field, and marching down the weftern. bank of the: 
river, burned and deftroyed all the. magazines. of falt, and granaries. 
of rice, which he found in his. way between- Hughley ad the. 
ifland of Ingelee, which lies at the mouth of the river,- near the: 
weftern fhore. On this fpot, perhaps. the moft unhealthy in the: 
province, he pitched. his camp, in the month of April, whilft the 
{hips anchored i in the main flream. The Moors fuffered them to. 
remain here without moleftation for three months, during which, 
ficknefs fwept away 300 Europeans, which was two thirds of ahs ' 
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vive in the road of Ballafore, from whence it was intended that. they 
fhould proceed and furprife the city of Chittagan, on the oppofite: 
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In the mean time, the fleet fent to Surat had been much more ~ 1756. 
-fuccefsful, having taken from the Mogul’s fubjeéts, cargoes, which 
were valued at a million of fterling money. Thefe lofles deterred 
the merchants at Surat from making preparations for future voyages. 
the manufacturers and mechanics, left without employment, com- 
plained loudly of famine; and the emperor’s revenues were confi- 
derably diminifhed: upon which Aurengzebe fent one of his offi- 
cers from Delhi, with orders to hear the Englith complaints, and 
to mitigate the oppreffions they had fuffered. Orders of the fame 
purport were likewife fent to the Nabob of Bengal, and arrived: 
very fortunately for the Englifh troops at Ingelee; when, reduced: 
to only 100 men capable of bearing arms, they were furrounded: 


- by 10,000 foot, and 3000 horfe. Hoftilities ceafed, and by a treaty 


figned the 16th of Auguft, 1687, it was ftipulated, that the Eng- 1687. 
lith fhould not only be permitted to return to all their factories 
in the province, but might likewife eret docks and magazines at 
Ulabarea, a village fituated on the weftern bank,” about 50. miles | 
from the mouth of the river. 
However Chanock had not faith enough in the treaty to return’ 
to Hughley without the fhips, and the Moors diftrufted the Eng- 
lifh too much to fuffer them to appear there with fuch an ad- 
vantage. He therefore remained three months at Ulabarea, during 
which the place was found to be fo improper for the purpofes. 
which had induced him to afk it, that he defired and obtained. 
leave to remove to Soota-nutty, a town about 40 miles higher up,, 
and on the other fide of the river, where the factors and foldiery lived’ 
in huts. until they could provide proper habitations. Mean while 
the war at Surat broke out afrefh, on hearing which the Nabob of 
Bengal paid no regard to the treaty made at Ingelee; but gave up. 
the Englifh trade to the rapine of his officers, and at the fame 
time demanded’ a very large fum as a recompence for the damage: 
which his country had fuftained by the late hoftlities.. Chanock. 
being neither in a condition to oppofe him by arms, nor to appeafe. ; 
him with money, fent two members of the council to Dacea, to: 


try if he might be foftened by fubmiffions. Soon after their depar-. 


ture 
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ture the power of the fettlement was tranflated from Mr. Chanock 


to Heath a commander of one of the company’s fhips, a man of 


courage, but of a variable dilpotition, not far removed from crazi- 


nefs; who, foon after his arrival at Soota-nutty, ordered all the. 


Englifh to repair on board the fhips, and proceeded with them to 
the road of Ballafore, where the governor of the town offered to 
treat with him in behalf of the Nabob, and finding that this pro- 
pofal was not received with cordiality, detained two of the company’s 
agents refiding in the factory of Ballafore, as hoftages againtt any 
violence: notwithftanding which, aiid that the two Englifh de- 

puties were {till at ace as well as two other factors in other parts 
of the province, Heath landed with a crew of failors and attacked 
the town, which had no defences. This outrage was committed 
on the very day that the governor received a copy of the treaty 
which the Nabob had made with the two deputies at Dacca; by 
which it was {tipulated, that the Englith fhips fhould attack the 
king of Arracan. Heath pretended to acquiefce to thefe terms, 
hoping that his ponens might facilitate his intentions of fur- 
prizing Chittigan, where the eee arrived on the 17th of January, 

1689 ; but finding the works, as well as the ön, much ftronger 
than he expected, Heath, as if he had come with no other purpofe, 

offered, as he had promifed, to join the Nabob againft the king of 
Arracan ; but {oon after changing his mind again, he failed to “the 


river which leads to the capital of that country, where he profered 


his fervice to the king againft the Nabob, infifting, however, that 
their firft attempt fhould be againft Chittagan. But, not being of 
a temper to bear the delays of an Indian Aebi he as fud- 
denly took difguft againft this ally; and on the 13th of February, 


a away with the fleet and the Company’s agents acrofs the bay 


Bengal to Madrafs, where they arrived on eine 15th of March. 
Jere he apologized for his condué by faying, that nothing but 

Tes Baa been told on all fides, | 
+f Neverthelefs, this condué, crazy and irregular as it was, pro- 
duced better effe&ts than could have been expected from meafures 
didtated by the moft prudent councils: for the Nabob imagined 
that 


- 
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that the contempt and difrefpe&t with which Heath had treated him, 
proceeded from a refolution which the Englifh had taken, to 
abandon the trade of Bengal; and fearing to be called to a fevere 
accout by the emperor Aurengzebe, for forcing them to quit the 
province, he immediately fent letters to Madrafs requefting them 
to return, and promifing all the immunities, the denial of which 
had been the caufe of the late contentions. Such a condefcenfion 
was thought a fufficient warrant of the fincerity of his. intentions. 
Mr. Chanock, therefore, with his fa&ors and thirty foldiers, failed 
from Madrafs, and arrived in the month of July at Soota-nutty ; 
where, in confequence of the Nabob’s orders, the government of 
Hughley received them with civility. : 

‘The next year they received a phirmaund or patent from Aureng- 
zebe, allowing them to trade free of cuftoms, on condition of 
paying annually the fum of 3000 rupees. The great advantages 
intended by this favour, depended however more on the temper of 
the Nabob, than on the will of the emperor; for the Enelifh had. 
more than once before received fuch mandates, and found them of 
little ufe; and the remembrance of former evils continued to. 
raife folicitude, even when no immediate caufes of apprehenfion 
fubfitted. 


The right of jurifdiction over the Indian inhabitants, whom the 


refidence and commerce of the Englifh continually attracted to. 


Soota-nutty, became every day more neceflary to prevent perpetual 
litigations with thofe, who although employed by the Englith,. 
might at any time defy them in the courts of government, im 
which the merchants of the fettlement would be more cautious of 


` feeking protection, if the company had power to ftop thei families. 


and attach their effects: but this right of jurifdiction could not be 


-purchafed, even at Delhi, without the confent of the Nabob; it 


was equally neceflary that the company fhouid have a fort to pros- 
tect thei valuable effects againft fudden violence ; but even profers 
of money, repeated for five years fucceflively, could not prevail 
on the Nabob to allow thefe privileges ; and they were de{paired of, 


when 
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when fome unexpected events enabled the company to obtain 
them. ` 

In 1696, the Rajahs on the weftern fide of the river Hughley, 
took up arms: they were headed by him of Burdawan, whofe 
territory extends along the weftern ede. of the river, from Nuddeah 
to the ifland of Ingelee, and’ who likewife poflefted a confiderable 
diftrit on the other fhore, contiguous to Calcutta; fo that the 
Englifh, French, and Dutch companies, had each their principal 
fettlement within his jurifdiction. The greateft part of the Nabob’s 
army being near the court at Dacca, the rebels made great pro- 
grefs before a force fufficient to oppofe them could maple and 
in the mean time they took Hughley, plundered Muxadavad, in 
the ifland of Coffimbuzar, and from thence proceeded to Rajah- 
mahal. On the breaking out of this war, the three European {fet- 
tlements augmented their foldiery, and declared for the Nabob; of 
whom they at the fame time requefted permiuflion to put their fac- 
tories in a ftate of defence again{ft an enemy, whofe refentment they 
muft incur by their attachment to his government. The Nabob 
ordered them in general terms to defend themfelves; and they 
taking for granted, what was not pofitively forbidden, -with great 
diligence raifed walls with baftions round their factories : the Dutch 
about a mile to the fouth of Hughley; the French two miles 
lower down the river, at Chandernagore ; and the Englith at Cal- 
cutta, a fall town contiguous to Soota-nutty, where they had 
built their principal magazines. Such was the origin of the three 
European forts in the province of Bengal, and they were the firft 
which the Mogul government ered foreigners to build in any 
part of the empire. An Englifh floop prev ented the Rajah from 
taking the fort of Tannah; and the garrifon of Calcutta, confift- 
ing of fifty men, beat a body of his troops within fight of the 
town. The Dutch aflifted the Nabob’s troops to retake Hughley. 
‘The French did little, but appeared in arms, and fortified them- 
felves better than either of the other two. 

The news of this rebellion alarmed Aurengzebe himfelf fo much, 


that he fent one of his grandfons, Azim-al-Shan,. with an army, 


to 
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| ‘tO faperintend the three governments of Bengal, Behar, a Ona. “ig 5O- 
This prince was fon of Mahomed: Mauzm, who reigned after rae 
his father Aurengzebe, with the title of Behader Shah; and: 
Azim-al-Shan himfelf feems likewife, even at this diftant Ped: 
to have had an eye to the throne : for he came into Bengal with a 
refolution to amafs money by every means. This avaricious dif- 
pofition the Englifh plied with prefents, which in 1698 obtained 1698. 
his permiffion to purchafe from the Zemindar, or Indian propigipz ; 
the towns of Soota-nutty, Calcutta, and Gidip with their 
oN diftricts, extending about three miles along the eaftern bank of 
the river Hughley, and about one mule inland: the prince, how- 
ever, referved the annual fine of 1195 rupees, which this ground 
ufed to pay to the Nabob of the province. But at this time, 
when the Englifh fettlements feemed on the point of emerging- 
from continued difficulties to a {tate of profperity, the ere€tion of 
anew Eaft India Company, in oppofition to the old, renewed all 
the former evils. "The new company eftablifhed their fa&tory at 
Hughley, and the competition between the refpective agents was 
carried on with the fame animofity as exafperated their principals 
in England, which expofed the concerns of both to the impo- 
fitions of the Nabob, and of the merchants of Bengal, who took 
every advantage of this rivality. However, the {pirit of com- 
merce, which knows no refentments that are prejudicial to its 
intereft, {oon reconciled the contending parties in England, and 
= produced a coalition, of which the preliminaries were adjufted in 
1698; but the final union did not take place till feven years 
after: this time being neceffary to blend the differ erent concerns of 
both companies into one common ftock. ; 
In the mean time, the fettlement of Calcutta had attr pe fuch 
a number of inhabitants, as excited the jealoufy of the governor of 
Hughley, who, pretending that he fhould be punifhed for fuffering 
fo many of the Mogul’s fubjeéts to withdraw themfelves from 
his jurifdition, threatened;to fend a Cadi, or Mahomedan ji idge, 
and officers of the police, to adminifter juftice amoneit the na- 
tives living under the Englifh flag. The meafure would have 
~ _ VoL. T. D renewed 
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renewed the fame inconveniences, which had forced the Enelith to 
quit Hughley: it was therefore counteracted by a bribe given to 
Azam-al-Shan, who forbad the governor of Hughley from pro- 
ceeding in his intentions. By this conftant attention to money, 
Azam-al-Shan in three years amafied three millions of pounds fter- 
ling, which he carried with him out of the province : but he left 
behind him his fon Furrukfhir to get more; who, in 171 3, gained 
the throne, after his father had perifhed in difputing it with his 
brothers. . 

The union of the two companies, by augmenting the ftock, in- 
creafed the trade, and enlarged the views of the direction: who 
at the fame time, warned by the late examination of -the compa- 
ny’s affairs in parliament, exerted themfelves with zeal and intel- 
ligence, in order to confound the clamours of thofe who exclaimed 
againft the inftitution of an Eaft India company, as a monopoly 
detrimental to the mercantile interefts of the nation. The com- 
merce of Bengal more efpecially became the obje& of their at- 
tention : the fubordinate factories of Coflimbuzar, Dacca, and Bal- 
lafore, which had been abandoned, were now refettled: the exports 
and imports were doubled in value and in quantity: and the gar- 
rifon of Calcutta was augmented to 300 men: all which the go- 
vernment of Bengal, contrary to its ufual maxims, beheld without 
repugnance, and even without demanding money as the price of 
its forbearance and favour. ‘This was the longeft term of repofe 
from vexations, which the Englith had experienced fince their firft 
eftablifhment in the province; and the encreafing importance of 
the colony induced the company in 1707 to withdraw the fettle- 
ments in it, from their former dependence on Madrafs, and to 
declare Calcutta a prefidency accountable only to the direction in 
England. N 

But the nabob Jaffier Khan, who at this time was appointed to 

‘rule Bengal, did not fuffer the Englifh to remain any longer in 
this sate of cafe and independence: and the refpite which they 
had lately enjoyed ferved only to convince him, that, as being better 
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able, they ought the more readily to comply with his demands. 17 56. 

Jiaving removed the feat of government from Dacca to Muxadavad, 

in the center of the province, he was better enabled to take cog- 

nizance of their affairs; and to difcover pretexts and means of dif- 

 trefling them, without openly violating the privileges which they 

had obtained from Aurengzebe and Azim-al-Shan. Every year of 

his adminiftration was marked by extraordinary and increafing ex- 

tortions, not only from the Europeans, but from all ranks of 

people in the province: at the fame time he was as much dreaded 

a for his abilities as detefted for his iniquities: and the prefidency of 

Calcutta, not feeing any better refource, propofed in the year 1713, 

to the company in England, that an embafly of complaint, fup- 
ported by a valuable prefent, fhould be fent to the great Mogul at — 

Delhi. To this meafure the company readily acquiefced, direCung. 

the prefidencies of Bombay and Madrafs to join their grievances in 

the fame petition with thofe of Bengal. The nomination of the 

embafladors was left to Mr. Hedges the governor of Calcutta, who 

chofe John Surman and Edward Stephenfon, two of the ableft 

fators in the fervice there: joining to them an Armenian, named 

Serhaud, who had for many years been the principal merchant in 
the {fettlement. — PS Let 

It does not appear, that the prefidency had any other lights to i 
dire& their proceedings and expectations at Delhi, excepting fuch as 
they received from this Armenian, who had never been there; but 
TO who was very folicitous to be admitted into this honourable com- 
s miffion, in hopes of getting a great deal of money by the goods he 
fhould carry free of charges in the train of the_embafly. The 
prefents defigned for the Mogul and his officers confifted of curious 
glafs ware, clockwork, toys, brocades, and the fineft manufactures 
of woolen cloths and filks, valued altogether at 30,000 pounds ; 
which Serhaud, in his letters to Delhi, magnified to100,090, and 
gåve fuch a defcription of the rarities which were coming, that the f 
mogul Furrukfhir ordered the embafly to be efcorted by the go- : 
vernors of the provinces through whofe territories it might pafs. 
The train proceeded on the Ganges from Calcutta to Patna, the BAS ae 
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capital of Behar, and from hence by land to Delhi, where they ar- 
rived on the 8th of July 1715, after a.march of three months.. The 
famous Hoffan Ally, who afterwards depofed four, and created five: 
emperors of Indoftan, was. at this: time vizir, dreaded by his fo- 
vereion, and mortally hated by Cawndorah, who Was: in full pof- 
feffion of the emperor’s favour. The Englith, by their previous 

correfpondence to Delhi, had chofen Cawndorah for the patron 

of their petitions, to which the rivality between thefe lords was 

likely to prove no little detriment ; for the one only could per- . 

fuade the emperor to grant, what the otheralone had the power TA 
of carrying into execution. Jaffer, the nabob of: Bengal, had from: 
the beginning regarded the embafly with deteftation, as the ftrongeft 
imputation againft the integrity of his own conduét, and would 
probably. have counteracted it,. both by reprefentations and monevy,. 
if he had not wanted ail his influence at Delhi. to. promote the fuc- 
cefs of greater views; for he had for fome years been folliciting the 
annexion of the provinces of Behar and Orixa to the government 
. of Bengal, and the fuccefiion to this vaft viceroyalty, in his family. 
Neverthelefs his emifiaries privately fpread their {pecious objections 
amonegft his friends: which, with the defire of Hoflan Ally to 
thwart Cawndorah, would probably have foon produced the dif- 
miflion of the embaffadors with civil and infignificant anfwers, if 
an accident, which on a lefs important occafion would have been 
too mean to merit hiftorical notice, had not placed them. at once in 
a high degree of favour with the emperor himfelf; whom not all 
> the vigilance of a mogul’s feraglio had been able to preferve from 
the contagion of a diftemper, which its inftitutions feem fo well 
calculated to prevent. 

j _ The mogul, defpairing of the fkill of his own empiricks, was 
advised by Cawndorah to employ the furgeon of the Englith em- 
bafly, named Hamilton, by whom he was in a few weeks perfectly 
cured; and, in gratitude for this fervice, promifed to grant the 
embafladors any indulgences, which might be confiftent with the 

$ dignity of his government. Soon after his recovery fucceeded the 

. feftival of his marriage with the daughter of Jaffeing, the principal 4 
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rajah of the Rajpoot nation; which interrupted all other bufinefS, 1756. 
and obliged the embafladors to wait fix months before heyy could ` 
gan permifion to prefent their petition. , 
It was delivered in the month of January of the next year 1716, 1716: ~ tiad 
and contained a variety of requefts. “That the cargoes of Englith 3 a 
‘* {hips which might be wrecked on the Mogul’s coaft fhould not 
in future be plundered: that a ftipulated fum, paid annually to 
the government of Surat, fhould exempt the Englifh trade at 
that port from the Mogul’s duties, and from the vifitations of his- 
officers, who had continually extorted more than they were au- 
< thorized to demand: that the rupees coined in the mints of 
« Bombay and Madrafs fhould pafs in the receipt of the Mogul’s - 
« revenue: that three villages, contiguous to Madrafs, which had : 


s6 


s government of “Axcot, might be reftored to the company in pora 
« petuity, fubje®& to the payment of the former fine: that the 
« ifland of Diu near the port of Mafulipatnam might be given to 
« the company, paying for it an annual rent of 7000 pagodas.” 
In behalf of the prefidency of Calcutta, the petition, reprefented ali ` 
the impofitions of the Nabob of Bengal, and propofed, ** that they 
<: fhould be obviated by pofitive orders, that all perfons, whether ` 
‘¢ Europeans or natives, who might be. indebted or accountable to + 
«« the company, fhould be delivered up to the prefidency at Calcutta - 
« on the firft demand :that the officers of the mint at Muxadayad ` 
c (hould at all times, when required, allow thtee days in the week - 
« for the coinage of the company’s money- and that a paflport, or ` 
od dufluck, figned by the prefident of Calcutta, fhould exempt the- 


« goods it {pecified from being vifited or ftopped by the officers of Me 
“ the Bengal government on any pretence. whatfoever:” andin! ~~ Ti 


‘order to maintain thefe excellent privileges, if granted, even in 


defiance of the Nabob himfelf, it was requefted, “ that the Englifh= 
OG might purchafe the lordfhip of thirty {even towns, with the fame — = ie 
« immunities as Azim-al-Shan had permitted them to buy Calcutta, — 
s Soota-nutty, and Goyindpore.”” 


Cawndorah, . 
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Cawndorah, although he meant the embflay well, advifed them 
tto at as if they had no other reliance than on the Vizir; and the 
emperor, with the fame caution, profefied indeed a general appro- 
bation of the petition, but directed the feveral articles to be dif- 
cuffed by the different officers of the ftate, to the cognizance of 
which they were deemed to belong. This fubjected the whole 
petition to the judgment of the Vizir; who, not without candour, 
difputed all the material articles, and readily allowed thofe of lefs 
confequence : a iecond petition was therefore prefented to the em- 
peror, in confequence of which fome more points were given up 
by the Vizir; and then a third ; which, being received with the 
Jame favour as the other two, induced him to give up the reft of 
his objeGtions. But, to the great difappointment of the embafia- 
dors, the mandates were iflued, not under the Mogul’s, but under 
the feal of the Vizir; which, although carrying great authority 
in the provinces near the capital, was likely to be little re{pected 
by the diftant vice-roys, to whom: thefe mandates were addreffed. 
To increafe their difficulties, the Armenian Serhaud, having been 
checked by his colleagues in fome irregular proceedings, perplexed 
all their operations; and, as they thought, betrayed their coun- 
cils. Nevyerthelefs, Mefirs. Stephenfon and Surman with great 
fteadinefs and {pirit returned the mandates, and determined to 

wait until they fhould obtain patents under the feal of the 
Mogul. 

Thefe procraftinations had already led the embafly to the month 
ef April of 1716, when the emperor took the field, and marched 
towards Lahore againft the Sykes, a nation of Indians lately reared 
to power, and bearing mortal enmity to the Mahomedans. ‘The 
embafladors followed the camp. The campaign was tedious, 
though fuccefsful, and, amongft other events, produced a quarrel 


between the troops of the Vizir and Cawndorah, which rendered 


their diffention utterly irreconcileable. Their jealoufies, after the 
return of the army to Delhi, continued to protra& the admiftion of 
the claim made by the embaffadors; who, having wafted four- 


geen months without the leaft progrefs, began to defpair of fuccefs, 
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when they were advifed to bribe a favourite eunuch in the feraglio, - 1756» 
who promifed on this condition to procure the patents in the form =- 


they defired, and without delay. So much money had already 
been fpent, ‘that the embafladors thought it would be trivial not to 
rifk this fum as the laft experiment, although they much doubted 
the effet. But, to their furprize, as foon as the money was paid, 

the Vizir and all his dependents appeared as much inclined, as they 
had hitherto been averfe, to promote their requefts,; and foon ade Paka, 
ter thirty-four patents, including the different fubjeéts of the pe- 
tition, were iffued in the Mogul’s name, and figned with his feal. 
‘They were delivered to the embafladors before they had difcovered 
the real caufe of their unexpected fuccefs; which, however, was 
explained to them. before they left Delhi, by one of Cawndorah’s 
officers. In the year 1686, a little while before the fleet fent from. 
England began to take the {hips belonging to the Moors, the Englifh. 
agents at Surat retired to Bombay: they returned after the peace; 
but a little before the prefent patents were iffued, the prefidency of 
Bombay had again withdrawn the faétory of Surat, asa refidence 
not worth maintaining, unlefs the trade could be freed from 
the impofitions to which it had of late years been fubject.. 
The government of Surat, reafoning from former’ experience, 
took the alarm, and firmly believed that a fleet was on its way 
from England to commit hoftilities, as in the year 1687, which 
would het been attended with the fame fuccefs; for many fhips 
of value belonging to the Mogul’s fubje&ts were at fea. The eu- 
nuch, to whom the embafladors had given the bribe, was the inti- - 
mate correfpondent and friend of the Nabob of Guzurat, who had 
defired him to reprefent to the Vizir, that it was better to fatisfy the- 
Englith by granting their petitions, than by a: refufal to expofe the . 
trade of Surat to their reprifals. To this advice the: -Vizir imme». | 
diately acquiefced, and from that hour changed his condu&t towarđs 
the embafladors :- the eunuch being early in the fecret, and fore- fE 
feeing the change that would fhortly enfue, determined to reap 
fome adyantage from his intelligence, and impofed himfelf on the: 
embafladors as the author of the beneftts which it was not in begs $ g 
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_ power to prevent. The embafladors having thus aeran A their 
commiffion, took leave of the Emperor in The month of July 1717 
two years after their arrival at Delhi. ‘The patents addrefled 3 

‘the Soubah of the Decan, and the Nabob.of Guzurat, took effect 


- as foon as they were publifhed, becaufe they afforded no political 
pretext of oppofition, as adding nothing to the military ftrength of 


to their commercial advantages. But the -thirty-feven towns 
_ which they were permitted to purchafe in Bengal would give them 
~ a diftrict extending ten miles feuth of Calcutta along the banks 
on each fide the river Hughley, of which the.paflage in this extent 

_ might be eafily commanded by the. erection of batteries or redoubts; 

- at the fame time that the.revenue of the tract would defray the ex- 
oe = pence: and it was fuppofed that a great number of weavers might 
: be eftablifhed in it, who would be TN fubject to the.com- 
= pany's jurifdiGtion. The fhrewdnefs of the Nabob Jaffier, exaf- 
perated by his grudge ‘to the embafly i in general, faw the confe- 
quences of this grant with indignation; but, not daring openly 
to difpute the Mogul’s order, he deterred the holders of the land 
with fecret threats of vengeance from parting with their ground 
on any terms of compenfation which might be proffered to them: 
and the Englifh government -confiding too much in the fan&ion 
«of ‘the Mogul’s authority, neglected _ fhe more efficacious means of 
bribing the Nabob to their own views; and thus the moft i impor- 
tant conceflion which had been obtained by the embafiy, was en- 
k  tirely fruftrated. “However, Jaffier admitted the privilege of the 
=. _ duftucks, which, being recognized throughout the province, greatly 

f facili f ated the circulation of the company’s trade; which now no 
Jor ger paid cuftoms, nor was liable to be Renna by the officers 
the government t; and this immunity was ftill more beneficial, 
g other European colonies were not intitled to it: nor 
the natives excepting two or three principal mer- 


i ropa it at a high rate of the Nabob. 
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-= the company’s fettlements in either of thefe fubahfhips, although ` 
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on the fhipping beloneme to the colony, which, in ten years ¢ ale sae 
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Book VI. Tur ENGLISH Commerce. Jarrrer. 25 
The company, confining themfelves intirely to the trade between 1756. 
India and Europe, had, not unwifely, relinquifhed to their agents Se 
that which is carried on from one part of India to another: but 
the impofitions of the government had hitherto prevented ae 

agents from reaping any confiderable advantages from this indul- 

eee and to promote their profits, the company, foon after the 

embafly, allowed all thofe who ferved them under covenants to 

make ufe of their duftucks for fuch commodities as belonged to 
themfelves; but forbid, under fevere penalties, the proftitution or 
extenfion of this privilege to any others. A queftion now arofe, pe 
whether the company’s agents were intitled to trade from one part be: 
of the province to another in fuch commodities as were the pro- 
duce of Bengal. The Mogul’s patent implied no reftriétions.. 
But they could not be ignorant of the intentions of Delhi concern- 
ing this privilege; for when the embaffadors propofed to Cawn- 
dorah that it fhould extend to all kinds of commodities, he replied 
with emotion ‘‘ The Sea!” And the Nabob Jaffier openly treated 
the pretenfion with the fame indignation as he had fecretly felt 
againit the ceded lands, declaring that he would not fuffer the duf- 
tucks to protect any goods, excepting fuch as were imported, or 
were purchafed to be exported, by fea; alledging, that as the falt, 
beetle-nut, and tobacco, together with fome other articles of general 
confumption, were either farmed out in monopolies, or taxed at 
exceffive rates, the detriment to the revenues would be as great 
as the advantages to the company’s agents, if they were permitted 
to trade in act articles, free of the cuftoms and rents ens were 
paid by the natives who dealt in them. 

Convinced as much by the reafoning, as deterred by the power, 
of the Nabob, the agents receded from their pretenfion, and ap- 
plied themfelves to make the moft advantage of thofe privileges 
which were not contefted. Succ gee new Lacuna 


merchants of the province, Mocks Ardenin Pa idana eo : 
freight moft of the goods which they exported to foreign markets, — 
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the embafly, amounted to 10,000 tons: and ey private fortunes 


were acquired, without injuring the company’s trade, or fubjecting 
their éftate to difputes with the government. The prefidency, ne~ 
verthelefs, found it their intereft from time to time to footh the 
Nabob with prefents, in order to promote the increafe of the com- 
pany’s inveftment, and to facilitate the courfe of their bufinefs at the 
fubordinate factories: but the people of all denominations refiding 
in Calcutta, enjoyed, after the return of the embafly, a degree of 
independance and freedom unknown to all the other inhabitants of 
Bengal: who, on the contrary, were opprefled every year with in- 
creafing vexations by the rapacity of the Nabob. 

In 1718, the year after the embafly, Jaffer received from Delhi 
the patents he had long folicited, annexing the provinces of BEHAR 


- and ORIXA to his government of panee and -the reverfion of the 


whole to his heir. 
‘The Ganges, in a courfe which tends with little deviation from 


the weft to the eaft point of the compafs, flows through the whole 
province of Benar, and divides it into two regions. The fouthern 
extends about 220 miles, from the river Caramnafe to Tacriagully, 
and is {kirted to the South by the chain of mountains which on this 
fide accompanies the courfe of the Ganges; and feveral diftri&ts be- 
longing to the province are included within the mountains them- 
deli but none recede more than 60 miles from the river. The 
Dewab, which is likewife called the Gogra, joins the Ganges 


| mea fhore 180 miles to the weft of Tacriagully. That 


for a long way before the jun&tion tends from the w. N. w. 
span s of the lower part of its channel forms part of the 
bo ndary « of the northern divifion of Behar, which extends 
‘30 miles, to the line we have noted as the limit of Pur- 
edes from the Ganges and Dewah go miles to the 


Bt at the foot of the range of mountains, which 


is 


Mam, The a area of Behar ae, 9 


iapital ne, nande on the fouthern bank 
ae OF 


Book VI. JAFFIER. 


of the Ganges, 130. File to the weft of Tacriagully. “There are ` 


many manufactures in this pi rovince, although nothing near fo 
many as in Bengal, to which it is likewife Tit inferior in ferti- 
‘lity ; but it produces a great quantity of faltpetre, and of the beft 
opium in India. 

Orixa is the-moft northern country on the eaft fide of the is 
montory of Indoftan. The river Pipley coming from the N. 
difembogues, as we have faid, in the latitude of 27. 25, oppofite to the 
ifland of Sagore. The channel of this river for 4c miles from its 
mouth, antl an imaginary line 20 miles farther to the weit, to the 
foot of the Nelligreen hills, before they curve to the eaft behind 
Balafore, divide Orixa from Bengal. Southward it extends along 
the fea coaft to the latitude of 20, 10, within 6 miles of Gangam, 

which terminates the province of Cu1tcacoLe in the Decan. To the 
weftward Orixa is feparated from the province of BEHAR by a vaft 
tract of mountains, hitherto unexplored. The interior of the pro- 
vince is the ftrongeft and beft foil in the empire ; But from the want 
of good {ea-ports, there are few manufactures, and very little cireu- 
lation of gold and filver, in the country. Catteck, the capital, is fi- 
tuated in the latitude of 21, 23, and 50 miles from the fea. 

Jaffier had no fons, but before his arrival in Bengal had given ‘his 
only daughter in marriage to Sujah Khan, alord of diftinétion, 
who EI ee him into the province. Of this marriage were 
born two fons, both of whom were arrived at man’s eftate, when 
the commiffion appointing their father Sujah to fucceed Jaffier was 
fent from Delhi. Sujah, although humane, was indolent and vo- 
luptuous, and his father in law, being defirous to break hi um to bu- 
finefs, fent him foon after the patents were received, to gove mn the 
province of Orixa. 

A few months after his arrival at Catteck, two brothers, natives 
of Tartary, came to his court with {trong recommic endations from 
Delhi, in compliance with which Sujah received them into 
his fervice : appointing the elder, Hodgee Hamed, to attend his 
perfon as a domeftic, and the other, Allaverdy, to command a troop 
of horfe. They were both employed according to their talents. 
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For the elder was calm, fupple, wily, provident, but void of na- 
tural courage: the younger, ftern, active, intrepid, fagacious, but 
too high-minded to fubmit to the compliances neceflary in an 


Affatic court. Conviction of the afliftance which each might de 


rive from the qualities of the other cemented them, as much as the 
relation of blood, in the moft inviolable friendfhip.* This powerful 
and uncommon union feemed to command fortune; for in a few 
years they raifed themfelves to the higheft offices in Sujah’s court 
and army ; Hodgee Hamed becoming his prime minifter, and Alla- 
verdy the general of his troops. The Nabob Jaffier forefaw and 
dreaded the confequences of their influence: but the infirmities of 
old age had rendered him incapable of taking’ the vigorous refolu- 
tions neceflary to extricate his fuccefior from the toils into which 
he had been led; and in 1725 Jaffier died, to the great joy of the 
province; but of none more than the two brothers, to whofe am- 
bition his death opened more extenfivé profpeéts. They accompanied 
Sujah to Muxadavad, and partook of the increafe of his power, ad- 
miniftering the fame employments in the general government of the 
Subahfhip, as they had held in the province of Orixa. 

{n 1729 Sujah appointed Allaverdy to govern Behar, in which 
ftation he had frequent opportunities of exerting his military talents, 
as well as his political abilities; being antiy in arms againft 
the Indian chiefs on both fides the Gees: who had never been 
reduced to a fettled dependance on the moorifh government. 
However, after many fights, intrigues, and E aos: all fub- 
mitted, and afterwards continued in obedience to Allaverdy ; who 
now feeling his ftrength, gave fcope to his ambition, which as 
ufual, obliterated every aent of gratitude to the creator of his 
fortunes. 

In the mean time Hodgee ned his influence over the Na- 


- bob by an obfequioufnefs which prevented all fufpicions, and re- 


mitted large fums to his brother, which were fent to Delhi, and in 
17 -6 procured a commiflion from thence appointin BAllewerdy, Nabob 
of Behar, free fromany dependance on the government of Bengal: but 
as there was no immediate occafion to proclaim this title, of which he 

5 already. 
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already enjoyed moft of the advantages, the brothers agreed that it 1456; 
fhould be kept fecret, until there fhould be a neceflity of afferting it =~ 
publickly. However, fuch a tranfaction could not be entirely con- 
cealed; and the firft informations leading to farther inveftigations, 
Sujah, although unwillingly, was at length convinced of the 
treacherous ingratitude of his favourites. t 
He was meditating revenge, when the approach of Nadir Shah 
{truck all the provinces of the empire with confternation, and kept 
all their rulers im fufpenfe how far the ftorm would reach: and in 1739 
a 1739, before the Perfians left Delhi, Sujah died.. 
The fucceflion devolved to his only furviving fon Suffraze Khan, a 
man of mean abilities, and governed. only by his vices. He, however, 
bore the ftrongeft refentment again{t the two. brothers ; but the fear 
of Allaverdy reftrained him from taking away the life of Hodgee, 
who was in his power: and Allaverdy, trembling for the fafety of 
his brother, refrained from committing any hoftilities, but improved 
his army. aM 
The profligacy of Suffraze Khan increafed with the means of in- 1740. 
dulgence: and his debaucheries went to an excefs that difordered his 
underftanding. ‘There was, amongft the officers of the court, an 
old Gentoo of diftinétion, named Allumchund, whom the late 
Nabob ufed to confult with confidence 5 relying on which, Allum- 
chund ventured, in a private conference, to warn Suffraze Khan of — . 
the dangerous confequences of his-intemperance ; but Suffraze Khan. ea 
m anfwered him with ignominious abufe and inve&tives. No one after i3 
this ventured to fhew any difapprobation of his inclinations ; and, ; 
left to himfelf, he foor after committed a more extravagant out- 
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eere family of Gentoo merchants at Muxadavad, whofe 
head, Juggutfeat, had raifed himfelf from no confiderable origin oe : 
to be the wealthieft banker in the empire, in moft parts of which ; Aa 
he had agents fupplied with money for remittances ; from. whom = 
he conftantly received good intelligence of what was tranfađting ia Par 
the governments in which- they were fettled; and in Bengal his. _ 5 
influence was equal to that of any officer in the adminiftration. ; fori i 
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THe War or BENGAL. 300k VI. se 
by anfwering to the treafury, as fecurity for moft of the renters 
farming the lands of the province, he knew better than any one all a 
the details of the revenues; and the great circulation of wealth, 
which he commanded, rendered his afliftance neceflary in every 
emergency of expence. His eldeft fon, foon after the difgrace of 


aie nehund: married a woman of exquifite beauty, the report of 
which alone inflamed the curiofity of the Nabob fo much, that he 
infifted on fecing her, although ke knew the difgrace which would 
be fixed on the family, by fhewing a wife, unveiled, to a ftranger. 
Neither the remonftrances of the father, nor his Bee er to reveng 


© 
the indignity, availed to divert the Nabob from this infolent and 


futile refolution. The young woman was fent to the palace in the 
evening ; and, after ftaying there a {hort {pace, returned, unviolated 
indeed, but difhonoured, to her hufband. 
Hodgee, who had been lurking for fome fuch occafions of confpi- 
racy, now began to move; and made overtures to Juggutieat and 
t Allumchund, who received them with cagernefs. Secret meetings 
were concerted, in which it was agreed, iih as foon as Hodgee could 
be placed out of the reach of Ea Allaverdy fhould mide Bengal, 
and, if fuccefSful, take the Nabobfhip. But the firft difficulty fee fied 
infurmountable, as nothing could be more contrary to the fecurity 
of the Nabob than the releafe of fuch a pledge as Hodgee, and it was 
impoflible that he could be removed out of the province without the 
| j Nabob’s confent; which neverthelefs was at length obtained, by the 
— interceffion, it is faid, of fome of the principal officers of the Durbar, ~ 
` whom Hodgee had gained over and admitted into the fecret of his E : 
confpiracy. The Nabob at the audience of taking leave treated Hodgee z 
with {coff and mockery. The conveyances for his departure having 
for fome time been held in readinefs, he proceeded immediately on his 
journey to Patna; and as foon as he arrived there, Allaverdy, givingout 
that he was difhonoured by the ignominious manner in which his 
brother had been turnéd out of the province, began his march to- 
wards Bengal. S = 
174 His approach was fo fudden, that he gained the pafs of Tacri- td 


agully before Sufftaze Khan had time to fecure.it by a proper rein- i 
forcement. 
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forcement. On hearing which, the Nabob accufed Juggutfeat of 1756. 
treachery ; who defended himfelf by producing letters from Alla- i ed 
verdy, prepared for the purpofe, in which he was upbraided for not eS ri 
having ufed his influence to prevent the banifhment of Hodgee. 
Suffraze Khan now aflembled his treops, and ordered them to 
rendezvous on the plain of Gheria, which lies on the weft fide of 
the river of Coflimbuzar, about five miles to the north of Muxa- 
davad. Here he had fcarcely formed his encampment, which con- 
fitted of 30,000 men, horfe and foot, when Allaverdy appeared in 
fight, with an equal number, but of better troops; for amongft his 
cavalry were 3,000 Pitans, the braveft of the Mahomedans in In- 
doftan ; and his infantry, levied in Behar, were much ftouter than 
thofe in the army of Suffraze Khan, who were mony natives of 
Bengal. ~ $ 
Howes the unexpeéted firmnefs of the Nabob infpired fo of 
his officers with courage; but more were either diflaffected, or wa- 
vering; and all belonging to the artillery had been engaged by Al- = 
lumchund to difcharge the cannon without ball, and to defert it foon. _ 
after the onfet. ‘Troops after troops quitted the field, as foon 
as they faw the artillery abandoned. Neverthelefs Suffraze Khan Pee 
continued the fight, until he was left with only a few cade l Rey i 
of horfe, whom the enemy were moving to furround, when th eh Í 
driver of his elephant, warning him of the danger, Seo, at the | Se 
forfeit of his head, to convey him back fafely to the capital ; 1 ath ae 
which propofal the Nabob, with a refolution worthy of a bett T i 
life, and of a better fate, replied, that he {corned to “retreat 
before rebels and traitors; ; and ordered the driver to pufh into! LEO. s. 
thickeft of the enemy’s troops, toward the ftandard of Al a ae 
where, fupported by the remains of his cavalry, he re nev 4 
fight more defperately than ever, until he fell, thot th 
heart by a mufket ball. i a rE Gi 
' Allaverdy, vath out meeting any farther op} DO ofition, ma sched tous 
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moderation than is ufually praétifed by eaftern conquerors; and 
even {pared the two fons of Suffraze Khan, whom, with their 
mother and other relations, he fent to take up their refidence at 
Decca, at the extremity of the province, where his officers were in- 
ftruéted to treat them with refpe&, whilft their condué fhould give 
no umbrage., The whole province fubmitted as peaceably to his 
government, as if no revolution had happened: but Muffut Kouli, 
who governed Orixa under Suffraze Khan, flying from the battle 
of Gheria, retreated to Catteck, and when fummoned by Aliaverdy, 
refufed to acknowledge his fovercignty, He therefore called his 
brother Hodgee aa Patna to adminifter the government of 
Bengal during his abfence, and then marched into Orixa, and 
in lefs than a month expelled Muflut Kouli, and reduced the 

province. . 4 
The excefs and rapidity of his fortunes, together with the repu- 
tation of his military abilities, alarmed the throne; and Nizam-al- 
muluck, the Soubah of the fouthern provinces, in-order to ftop the 
farther progrefs of his arms, incited the Morattoes to invade his 
dominions almoft as foon as he had taken pofleflion of them. In 
confequence of which, an army of 80,000 Morattoes arrived within 
a few days journey of the mountains, which bound Bengal to the 
wefltward, before Allaverdy had quitted Catteck ; who, not having 
given credit to the reports of their approach, had taken no precau- 
tions to prevent their irruption : and had even permitted the greateft 
part of the army he led into Bengal, to return to their homes; fo 
that his whole force did not exceed 10,000 men, 5000 of whom 
were cavalry, and amongft them were the 30009 Pitans: his foul, 
however, nothing difmayed, reaflumed its wonted activity, as foon 
as he found the danger to be really formidable; and he advanced by 
exceflive marches rand: his capital. But the Morattoes had al- 
ready pafied the defiles of the mountains, when he arrived near 
Burdawan roo miles from Muxadavad ; where, finding himfelf fur- 
rounded, he encamped in a ftrong fituation. Bafchir Pondit, 
the general of the Morattoes, immediately fent deputies to his 
camp, who fhewed the Emperor’s mandates, authorizing them to 
demand 
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demand the chout, or a fourth part of the revenues of the three 1756. 
provinces for the three laft years. ‘They likewife demanded that he = 7 
fhould oblige himfelf to pay this tribute regularly in future, and U 
that fome officers deputed by the Morattoes fhould be employed in 
all the departments of the revenues, in order to afcertain and fe- 
cure their proportion. They moreover required him to deliver up 
the treafures of the two laft Nabobs, Soujah and Suffraze Khan, or 
to pay the equivalent. 

Allaverdy on hearing thefe imperious terms ordered the deputies 
to quit his camp, with a defiance fraught with contempt to their ge- 
neral. ‘The next day he renewed his march in open day, in full 
fight of the enemy, who foon broke and difperfed his infantry, but 
were not able to make impreffion on his cavalry. ‘The Pitans were 
commanded by an officer named Muftapha Khan, whom they 
not only revered as their hereditary chief, but loved as the braveft 
foldier amongft them: Allaverdy himfelf, his nephew Zaindee 
Hamed, Meer Jaffer his brother-in-law, and all the other officers 
of diftinétion, continually prefented themfelves againft the moft 
dangerous onfets; and fuch examples could not fail- to animate 
their followers. Before night they had advanced fifteen miles in 
their way, when they halted in a ftrong fituation: the next day 
the march was renewed with the fame courage and fuccefs: and on 
the evening of the third day they arrived at the town of Cutwah, 
fituated about thirty miles fouth of Muxadavad, on the bank of the — 
Coffimbuzar river, which in this part is fordable during the dry 
feafon of the year. | 

About 500 of the cavalry were killed during the retreat, but 
more horfes perifhed; for only 3000 men mounted arrived at Cut- 
wah, where they remained fome days in order to recover their fa- 
tigue, having {carcely flept fince they left their camp at Burdawan. 5 
‘The Morattoes, in the mean time, aflembled round Cutwah, and 
perfuaded themfelves that Allaverdy would wait for reinforcements 
from Muxadavad, before he attempted to pafs the river. Great, 
therefore, was their furprize and admiration, when they faw him 
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preparing to ford it with the fame fpirit of defiance as he had 
fhewn in the reft of his march. 

The fuccefs of this operation depended on preventing the enemy 
from following them into the ford through the avenues of the 
town; and eighty of the bravett Pitans, excellently mounted and 
in complete armour, were {elected for this important fervice, under 
the command of their general Muftapha Khan, whom Zaindee 
Hamed and Meer Jaffier joined as volunteers. This intrepid 
troop maintained their poft until Allaverdy with the main body 
had croffed the river: when they likewife began to retreat; and 
cutting their way through the enemy, all but fifteen efcaped and 
paffed the ford. - i 

As {oon as they arrived, Allaverdy continued his march to Mux- 
; adavad, which he reached the next day: his firft attention, after 
ei this gallant retreat, was to reward thofe who had fo bravely 
a feconded his own perfeverance and courage. Every foldier received 

a gratuity; all the officers promotion: Meer Jatfier, who had fig- 
nalized himfelf at the paflage of the river, additional penfions ; 

» and to Muftapha Khan he prefented a million of rupees. To 
_Zaindee Hamed he gave the firft place in his affe&tion, and from 

_ this time deftined him for his fucceffor; although he had given 
his only daughter in marriage to Nowagis Mahomed, the eldeft of 

Hodgee’s fons. 3 ARS 
The Morattoes, as foon as they had gained fufficient intelligence, 
Re croffed over into the ifland of Cofimbuzar, and ravaged the open 
country; but did not venture to attack the capital; and the ap- 
P of the rainy feafon, during which the fwelling of the rivers. 
shave confined them in the ifland, deterred them from con- 
-on it three days. To preferve their horfes, they: 


f one of the Soubah’s officers, named Meer-ahib,. 
ed to them: he was a man of fcheme, method, and: 
| been deputy governor of Dacca, and pofleffed. much: 
ge `o the province, Inftructed by him, they col- 
eee fe. . . leéted: 


igh lands of Berhohin, in the north-weft part of” 
Here they were enabled to form proper refolutions, ` 
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le&ted the revenues of the countries lying to the weft of the river 

Hughley. He likewife enabled them to form a bridge of boats at 

Cutwah, and having procured fome pieces of artillery, and fome 

European deferters to man them, he built two floating batteries to 

defend the bridge, ftationing one on each fide. ‘Thus prepared, as 

{oon as the rainy feafon was pafled, they crofled again into the 

land, by which time Allaverdy had augmented his army by levies 
made in Behar to 50,000 men, of whom 20,000 were cavalry, and 
of thefe one half were Pitans. The enemy’s detachments, never- 

thelefs, trufting to the hardinefs and a€tivity of their horfes, carried 

their ravages to the furthermoft parts of the ifland, and eluded the 
troops fent by Allaverdy to intercept them, who at length took the 
better refolution of marching with his whole force towards their 
bridge at Cutwah; on which Bafchir Pondit recalled all his parties; 

and the whole army re-crofled the river, but in fuch.a hurry that 

they neglected to break the bridge. ‘Their rear had fearcely paffed 
before the van of Allaverdy’s army arrived, but the fire of the 
floating batteries obliged them to halt until their artillery came 
up, which foon filenced the enemy’s; when the Nabob’s troops 
crouding in greater numbers than the bridge could fupport, fome 
of the boats funk; and a thoufand men perifhed : it however was 
{foon repaired, and the whole army croffed; but the Morattoes ftill 
continued to avoid every encounter. At length Allaverdy, defpairing 
of ftriking a decifive blow againft fuch an enemy, offered to treat ; 
but Bafchir Pondit, elated with this condefcenfion, repeated the 
fame terms as he had propofed at Burdawan, and added to them 
that the fon of Suffraze Khan fhould be placed in the Nabobfhip. 

Allaverdy, ftung by this reproachful propofal, forrned a defign of 
circumventing his enemies, in contempt of all refpeéts divine or 
human. 

Pretending to’ be very follicitous of peace, he propofed a perfonal 
conference with Bafchir Pondit ; who, fufpecting the good faith of 
his profeffions, did not confent to the interview without taking fe- 
veral precautions againft the treachery he feared, and even obliged 
Allaverdy to fwear by the Koran, that he would ufe none. It 

2 was 
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was agreed that the conference fhould be held in a tent pitched in 
an open plain, at an equal diftance between the two camps; and 
that each of the chiefs fhould be accompanied by fifteen officers on 
horfeback, and the fame number of unarmed fervants on foot, who 
were to take care of their horfes; but the care of providing the tent 
was left to Allaverdy, who had {educed Bafchir Pondit into this neg- 
ligence, by offering to fend his wife, during the conference, to 
vifit the wife of the Morattoe. At the appointed hour the two chiefs 
advanced to the tent, each of them having fele&ted for his retinue 
the principal and braveft officers in his army; and with Allaverdy 
were his favourites, Muftapha Khan and Meer Jaffer: at the fame 
‘time was difcovered moving to the right along train of covered 
pallankeens, which were fuppofed to be the retinue of his wife 
going to the Morattoe camp. The two companies met, and enter- 
ed the tent with much ceremony. What followed is varioufly 
told; the prevailing report was, that the conference lafted an hour, 
which feems impoflible; for on a fignal, 50 armed men rufhed 
from behind the fides of the tent, which had been pitched with a 
double lining in order to conceal them; and, joining the officers 
who accompanied Allaverdy, began the work of aflaffination. 
Bafchir Pondit with all his attendants, and three or four of Allaverdy’s, 
were killed; but Allaverdy himfelf did not unfheath his fword. The 
annals of Indoftan fcarcely afford an example of fuch treacherous 
atrocity, and none in which perfons of fuch diftin&tion were the ators. 
As foon as the maffacre was finithed, a fignal was thrown out, on 
which the army of Bengal advanced againft the Morattoe camp, 
and were joined in the way by Allaverdy, and his officers from the 
tent, who led them to the attack. The Morattoes fled on every 
fide in confufion; but reaflembled again to the weftward, and re- 
newed the war with redoubled devaftations and barbarities. 
Practice and encouragement at length brought the Nabob’s cavalry 
to fight the enemy in their own way, and every day produced a 
combat or fkirmifh in fome part or other of the country. ‘This 
irregular war continued three months, when the Morattoes, finding 
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their numbers much diminifhed, repaffed the weftern’ mountains, 
and quitted the province. 

The whole Morattoe nation in its two divifions of Poni and 
Berar, determined to dvenge the death of Bafchir Pondit, and the 
remains of his army were {carcely retreated before two, others were 
in march to invade Bengal : each confifted of 60,000 men; but aéted 
independently. ‘The army of Poni was commanded by Ballerow, 
who, without dethroning the Sahah Rajah, or real fovereign of 
the Morattoes, had aed the whole authority of the flate, which 
he tranfmitted on his death to his fon Balagerow. ‘The other army 
was commanded by Ragojee Bonfola,who had fome years before con- 
quered, and had ever fince governed, the province of Behar. He 


is the fame who, by the inftigation of Nizamuluck, invaded the 


Carnatic in 1740, as now Bengal. ‘The army with Ballerow en- 
tered the province of Behar, whilft the other, under Ragojee, 


marched through the mountains from Behar into Orixa. Allaverdy - 


on the news of their approach broke the bridge at Cutwah, and en- 
camped near his capital. Mean while, the | two Morattoe armies, 


advancing without oppofition, met at Burdawan; where the two ` 
generals agreed, that the war fhould be carried on in conjunétion, 


and the plunder be equally divided. At the fame time they were 
joined by Meer-abib, who, as before, fixed another bridge at Cutwah, 
over which they paffed into the ifland of Coffimbuzar ; but Allaverdy 


relying on the faccefs of lefs hazardous meafures, determined neither © 


to offer or accept battle. Amongft the prifoners taken from the 
army of Bafchir Pondit, was an officer of diftinétion, named Sha- 
ferow, whom Allaverdy had attached by feveral a€&ts of generofity ; 


“in return for which Shaferow now employed his mediation with 


Ballerow in favour of Allaverdy, whofe emiffaries were at the fame 
time fowing diflention between the two Morattoe generals, per- 
fuading ick that much plunder had been fecreted from the common 
ftock by the other army. s 

The explanations that enfued on this fubject produced a coolnefs 


between them, which determined Ballerow to agree to the propofals - 


of Allaverdy, who offered to pay two millions of rupees, on con- 


dition 
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1756. dition that both the Morattoe armies fhould be immediately with- 
—.— ë drawn, and three millions more as foon as they fhould be arrived in 
their own country. Accordingly it was agreed that-Ballerow and 
Allaverdy fhould meet and confer together on the 30th of March; 
but fome motions made that day by the troops of Ragojee caufing 
Allaverdy to fufpect treachery, he returned to his camp when on 
the way to the place appointed. However, on the 3d of April 
they met. The conference lafted two hours, during which the 
treaty was ratified. Ragojee diflembled his difapprobation until all 
the Morattoes had quitted the ifland of Coflimbuzar, when he p 
openly refufed to accept the treaty; and Ballerow, who had received 
the two millions of rupees, gave himfelf no trouble either to per- 
fuade or compel him, but marched away with his own troops and 
the money. 

Allaverdy, more fatisfied with having removed one half of his 
enemies, than difappointed at the refufal of Ragojee, immediately 
marched againft him. But the Morattoes, as ufual, avoided all en- 
l counters of rifque, and ravaged the defencelefs parts of the country 
E until the month of June, when they retired into Orixa, and in a 
few days reduced the whole province ; of which Ragojee, with the 
confent of his officers, gave the governrhent to Meer-abib. As foon 
ee = as the rainy feafon was paffed, fome of their detachments again 
infefted Bengal; and in March 1744, new parties, allured by the 
fuccefs of their countrymen, traverfed, plundering as they went, all 
Behar and Bengal, in their way to the main body, which remained 
in Orixas The three following months Allaverdy was employed 
in beating up the parties that remained in Bengal, and as foon as the 
rains ceafed, he marched with his whole force into Orixa; where 
by continual ftratagems he brought on feveral encounters, in which 
the Morattoes fuffered confiderably ; and purfuing thefe advantages, 
he in lefs than three months obliged them to quit the province and 
retire to the weftward. However, he was icarcely returned to 
Muxadavad, in February 1745, when they renewed their incurfions; $ 
but their detachments were not formidable enough to require the 
fame ftrefs of oppofition which had -hitherto employed his whole 
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force and attention. He therefore, in Oétober, detached a large 175 6. 
body of troops to Patna, under the command of his nephew Zaindee eer 
Hamed, and now began to have fome profpeét of tranquillity ; which, pa 
neverthelefs, ftill fled before him. 

The reputation of Muftapha Khan, and his influence amonegft the 
foldiery, had for fome time rendered him obnoxious to the {ufpicions 
of Hodgee, who concluded, that if he did not already entertain. 
dangerous views, he might afpire at the fovereignty after the death. 
of Allaverdy, tothe prejudice of his own fon Zaindee Hamed : but 
mere arguments could not iiduce Allaverdy, who feared nothing, 
to entertain this opinion of a fellow foldier, by whom he had always. 
been ferved with fidelity, and had on all occafions generoufly re= 
warded. He demanded proofs, which were fupplied by letters.that 
feemed to be witten by Meer-abib to Muftapha Khan, implying a 
previous correfpondence, exhorting the Pitan to aflaflinate Allaverdy,, 
and promifing him the affiftance of the Morattoes to ferze and main- 
tain the government. Allaverdy, not fufpecting that Hodgee would: 
dare to ufe fuch an artifice in an affair of fo great importance; be- 
lieved the impofition, and determined to put Muftapha Khan to 
death at the next vifit; whofe friends. apprized him of the danger > 
on which he inftantly marched away with the body of 3000 Pitans. 
under his immediate command, and was the next day followed and 
joined by the fame number, with their officer Sumtheer Khan ; all 
took their way towards Behar. 

Their departure confirming Allaverdy in his belief of Modgee’s. 1746, 
reprefentations, he ordered Zaindee Hamed. to advance from Patna,. 
in order to ftop the retreat of the Pitans, whilft he himfelf fol- 
lowed them with his own army, which overtook them half way 
between Tacriagully and Patna, before Zaindee Hamed appeared in. 
fight. Muftapha Khan therefore gave battle without delay;. the con- 
flict was {harp and obftinate, notwithftanding the. difparity of num- 
bers: and the fuccefs. remained doubtful, Pa the two chiefs came: 
within reach of one another, when. a party of men, armed with: 
matchlocks, who had been taught to {hoot at a mark, and were. ~ 
appointed to- guard the elephant on which Allaverdy rode, fired a 

agi volley: 
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1756. volley dire€ted againft the perfon of Muftapha Khan, and killed 


~~ him; on which Sumfheer Khan gave the fignal of retreat, and, 
1748. palng at a diftance from Zaindee Hamed’s march, retreated out 
of the province, and proceeded to his own country, to the eaft of 

Fi the Jumna. 


ki 


i After the battle, Hodgee, who had accompanied his brother, 
E Avent to Patna, in order to fuperintend the civil adminiftration of 
} Behar ; and having brought with him the head of Muftapha Khan, 
t caufed it to be carried on a pole round the city, during which pro- 
| | cefon it was infulted by the multitude with every.indignity. Alla-  / 
verdy haftened back to Bengal, which, during his abfence, had been 
expoied to the return and depredations of the whole body of Mo- 
rattoes, which he had driven out of Orixa. Thus ended the year 
1746. Continual marches and a few indecifive {kirmifhes employed 
4747. him until the end of 1747, when events of more dangerous con- 
fequence called forth the exertion of his utmoft refolution. 
Meer-abib, who, fince his defection, had loft no opportunity of 
diftrefling Allaverdy, had entered into a correfpondence with Sum- 
{heer Khan, immediately <after the death of Muftapha; in confe- 
quence of which the Pitan, with 000 of his countrymen, appeared 
in December on the bank of the Ganges, oppofite to the city of 
Patna; which intending to furprize, he tendered the fervice of his 
troops to Zaindee Hamed. -Hodgee, it is faid, had received fome 
intelligence of the connexion exifting between Sumfheer Khan and 
_Meer-abib ; and advifed his fon to proje& an interview, in which y 
all the Pitan officers might be-blown up by a mine of gunpowder ; t 
but Zaindee Hamed, fufpeGing his father’s intelligence, rejected 
the propofal, and waited for the orders of Allaverdy ; who inftruéted 
him to inlift the Pitans, and afterwards to take the firft opportunity 
of deftroying their chiefs. Accordingly, the terms of agreement 
were fettled, and the principal officers, accompanied by 2000 of 
; their foldiery, crofléd the river: they were received by Zaindee ` ' 
Hamed in a tent pitched at a little diftance from the city. Sum- , 
{heer Khan approached the firft, made his obeifance, and having re- 
ceived from Zaindee a roll of beetel, as a pledge of friendthip, took 
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his place, ftanding behind him as an officer now fated in his fervice. 
Eleven other officers went through the fame ceremony; and when 
Zaindee Hamed was prefenting the beetel to the thirteenth, the 
officer, who had laft received it, plunged a dagger over his fhoulder 
into his heart. In the fame inftant the others fell on thofe of 
-‘Zaindee’s retinue who were ftanding neareft his perfon, whilft the 
Pitan foldiers attacked the reft and his guards. “The -aftonifhment 
on one fide being as great as the impétuofity on the other, all the 
attendants of Zaindee Hamed were {foon difperfed ; and during the 
conflict a party of Pitans galloped to the gate of the city, of y 

they kept pofleffion, until Sumfheer Khan arrived with the re: 

Here the confternation was fo great, that no one thought of | re- 
fiftance; and the Pitans cutting down all they met without dif- 
tinction, proceeded and. got pofleffion of the citadel. “Their firft 
care now was to feek for Hodgee, in order to retaliate the death 
of their leader Muftapha Khan, and the ignominy with which 
Hodgee had treated his remains ; he was taken, endeavouring to’ 
e{cape in a covered pallankeen, and immediately {courged in public, 
like acommon criminal ; after which he was led through the city 


on an afs, with his legs tied under the belly, and his face painted 
half black, half white; during which proceffion he was infulted — 


with every {coff and mockery that deteftation could fuggeft. Five 
millions of rupees were found in his houfe; and the {courge was 
again repeated, in order to extort a confeflion of the treafures he 
was fuppofed to have concealed ; but whether he really had no 
more, or believed that no confeffion would exempt him from future 
torture, he bore that which was now inflicted on him until his life 
was in danger; when Sumfheer Khan, defirous of referving him for 
more meane and exquifite fufferings, ordered him to be taken 
care of : but the unfortunate and high minded wife of Zaindee found 


means to convey to him a dofe of poifon. He took it immediately, — 


‘andin a few hours it releafed him from all his agonies. His fate, 
fevere as it was, excited no commiferation ; for his avarice, perfidy, 
and cruelty, had rendered be execrable to every rank and con- 
- dition. 
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The main body of Pitans crofling the river joined’ thofe in pof- 
feffiom of the city, and during three days rioted in maflacre and 
rapine : after the tumult fubfided, Sumfheer Khan eftablithed officers 
to govern the city, raifed- contributions from the neighbouring 

` diftri€éts, and levied troops: 

The news.of thefe difafters overpowered all the fortitude of Al- 
laverdy, and rendered him for fome days incapable of attending to. 
the concerns of his government: his grief was. moftly paid to the 
memory of Zaindee Hamed, who was the only one of his family 
n to fucceed him. However, the defire of revenge. recalled 

;wonted firmnefs, and he appeared again with new vigour, aug- 
menting his army, and improving it by new difcipline : he likewife 
folicitoufly attached to his perfon the 4000 Pitans, who had re- 
mained with him after the retreat of Muftapha Khan. ‘Thus ani- 
mated and prepared, he took the field in. the month of March with. 
25,000 horfe and 15,000 foot, and proceeded into Behar through 
the pafs of Tacriagully. 

In this interval, Sumfheer Khan had’ likewife levied 5000 horfe 
and 10,000 foot, with which and his 8000 Pitans he took the 
field, and encamped about 20 miles to the eaft of Patna, having 
concerted with the Morattoes that they fhould fall upon Allaverdy’s 
rear, whilft the Pitans attacked’ him in front. In confequence of 
this agreement Meer-abib and Ragojee had entered the country of 
Burdawan, waiting the motions of Allaverdy to dire their own : 
and as foon as he had paffed Tacriagully, they, by a fhorter rout, 
crofled the mountains, feventy miles to the weft, through the pafies < 
of Berbohin, and arrived in the middle of Behar almoft as. foon as 
the army of Bengal. Allaverdy. faw his. danger.; but neverthelefs 

_ proceeded, and when near the encampment.of Sumfheer Khan left 

his own: tents and baggage ftanding on the plain, with only a {mall 
force to guard them, and marched on to give the Pitans battle ; who 
met him without hefitation.. The Morattoes in the rear were. within. 
a march of the battle, but, as he had forefeen, {topped at the camp, aa 
and during the conflit, employed themfelves in. plundering the 

_ fpoil, inftead of affifting their allies; the battle, neverthelefs, was. 
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the moft fierce and obftinate that had for many years been foughtin 1756- 
Indoftan. Allaverdy had forefeen the fury of their onfets, and re- a 
mained in the rear, in order to rally his own troops. Neverthelefs, 
the Pitans would in all probability have been victorious, had he not 
inter{perfed his cavalry with matchlock men; who firing with aim 
fhot, one after another, moft of their principal officers, and at laft 
Sumfheer Khan himfelf, juft as he had cut his-way to the elephant 
on which Allaverdy fuperintended the battle. His death, as ufual, 
decided the victory. The Pitans haftened back to Patna, where 
a they remained gathering- together their own effects, and plundering 
whatfoever they could find valuable belonging to the inhabitants, 
until the army of Bengal appeared in fight, when they quitted 
the city, and crofling the Ganges marched away to their own 
country. od 

Allaverdy having fettled the government of Behar, returned be- 
fore the rainy feafon to Muxadavad. “The Morattoes, after the de- 
feat of Sumfheer Khan, divided into feveral detachments, of which 
{ome infefted Behar, fome Bengal, and others Orixa; but their ope- 
rations were not formidable enough to call Allaverdy himfelf again 
into the field: and he committed the conduct of the war to his 
general Meer Jaffier, who was continually employed in interrupting 
or diflodging their parties. 

The war ever fince the retreat of Ballerow in 1743, had been 
principally carried on by the Morattoes of Ragogee Bonfola from 
Behar, joined fometimes by partizans and adventurers from other 

~ countries. In 1749, Ragogee affifted Nazirjing in his expedition 1749- 
into the Carnatic with 10,000 horfe, under the command of his 
fon Jonagi, which, with other expeditions, difabled him from re- 
cruiting the lofles fuftained by his army in Bengal, which was con- 
tinually diminifhing by fight or fatigue. In the beginning of the 
next year Meer Jafhier pent up 5000 of their horfein the mountains T75% 
of Behar, and put more than one half of them to the fword. 

At this time much confufion reigned at Delhi. “The army of 
the Emperor Hamed Schah, commanded by his vizir SeifJar Jung, 
had been routed in the preceding year by the Rohillas, a tribe of 

“G2 -o Pitans 
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1756. 'Pitans tributary to the province of Oude, who 20 years before were 
——— of little note or eftimation; and to repair this difgrace, it was re- 
ISS Solved to hire 40,000 Morattoes of Balagerow, who had fucceeded 
his father Ballerow in the government of Poni. Its own ditftrefs 
therefore deprived the throne of farther means‘to excite more 
enemies againft Allaverdy, in whom on the other hand the in- i 
firmities of age feemed to have quelled the ambitious {pirit which 
had rendered him fo formidable to the empire. The Court of Delhi, 
therefore, as the beft compromife, confented to confirm him Subah S 
of Bengal, Behar, and Orixa, on condition that he fhould annually 
remit the ufual tribute of fix millions of rupees. 
The patents were publifhed at Muxadavad foon after the body of 
5000 Morattoes were defeated in Behar, and Allaverdy improving 
both circumftances opened a negociation with their leaders, con- 
fenting to leave them in poffeffion of the fouthern part of Orixa until 
a firm peace could be fettled with the heads of the nation, provided 
all their parties were immediately withdrawn out of the provinces 
of Bengal and Behar. ‘The terms were accepted, and he foon after 
1751. fent an embaffador to Poni; but a variety of references and difcuf- 
fions delayed the ratification of the treaty to the end of the year 
1753 1753, when it was agreead that Allaverdy fhould annually pay the 
fum of 120,000 rupees, and that all Orixa fouth of Catteck fhould 
be ceded to the Morattoe dominion in perpetuity, and that they 
fhould receive half the revenues of the northern part as far as the i 
river of Pipli, with the permiffion of appointing officers, who, to- 
gether with the Nabob’s, were to fuperintend the collections. bix 3 
Thus ended thiswar. All the countries lying to the eaft of the 
great and leffer Ganges, excepting the ifland of Coffimbuzar, were 
defended by thefe rivers from the calamities which afflicted Orixa, 
the weftern part of Bengal, and the fouthern region of Behar, where 
the pufillanimous inhabitants were continually taking flight, even on 
imaginary alarms, and wandering from their homes found no re- 
fources of charity in their countrymen ; for the fear of contami- 
~ nation prevents all of the Indian religion from giving thelter, of 
_admuniftering to the wants of any, who are not known or recom- 
mended i, 
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mended to them, and confining all their fentiments of humanity to 
perfons of their own caft, they fuffer the ftranger to perifh without 
compaffion. Nor could the advantages of a climate, in which fuel 
and raiment are fcarcely neceflary, ‘countervail the deftructive effects. 
of this general timidity and uncharitablenefs. | l 
Examples of thefe diftreffes were frequently feen by the Englifh: 
at Calcutta, to which place the inhabitants of the oppofite fide of 
the river often came over in great numbers for refuge, and perifhed 
through want; communicating their own terrors to thofe of whom. 
they afked relief; infomuch, that in the year 1742 the Indian in- 
habitants of the colony requefted and obtained permiffion to dig a. 
ditch at their own expence, round the company’s bounds, from the 


northern part of Soota-nutty to the fouthern part of Govindpore. 


This work would extend feven miles, whilft the force to defend it 
did not exceed 300 Europeans and 500 peons. In fix months three 
miles were finifhed: when the inhabitants, feeing that no Morattoes 


had ever been on the weftern fide of the river within fixty miles of - 


Calcutta; and that Allaverdy exerted himfelf vigoroufly to prevent 
their incutfions into the ifland of Coffimbuzar, difcontinued the- 
work ; which from the occafion was called the Morattoe ditch. 
Allaverdy made no objeCtion to this work; and moreover per- 
mitted the Englifh, in the fame year, to raife a rampart with . baf- 
tions of brickwork round their factory at Coflimbuzar..° But the 
reft of his condué& fhewed that thefe indulgences did not proceed: 
from any defire of courting the Europeans in times of difficulty : 
for, notwithftanding the fervices which he might have received 
from their garrifons, he never afked their affiftance. He forbid: 
the Englifh and French from committing any hoftilities againft each. 
other in his dominions during the war declared between the: two 
nations in 17413; and in the year 1748 he, on fome contempt of 
his authority, attacked. and drove the factors of the Oftend com-- 
pany out of the river of Hughley: and he feveral times exacted! 


money of the Englifh, French, and Dutch fettlements; alledging, 
that they ought to contribute tothe expence, as they participated” 
' of the protetion, of his arms. The prefidency of Calcutta not com- 
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Ses with his demands on the firft fummons, he more than once. 
_ftopped their trade: however, all they paid from his acceffion did 
not exceed 100,000 pounds fterling ; which on an average was not 
two in a hundred on the amount of their inveftments during that 
interval. . 5 
The Morattoes during the war made only one confiderable de- 
- predation on the Baan trade. This was in the year 1748, when 
they {topped a fleet of boats coming from Cofflimbuzar to Calcutta, 
and plundered it of 300 bales of raw filk belonging to the SOB 
But the advantages of the European commerce in general were much 
_ impaired by the “diftrefles of the province, which enhanced the prices 
- „and debafed the fabricks of all kinds of manufaétures. 
The difficulties which Allaverdy had encountered and furmounted 
| fince his acceffion obliterated in the minds of his fubjeéts whatfoever 
i _deteftation they might have conceived againft his ufurpation of 
the fovercignt ry: his attention to protect them from the vio- 
_ lences and-iniquities of his officers acting either with civil or mili- 
„tary. authority, had gained him the public reverence and efteem : 
and fuch was the opennefs and generofity of his chara&ter on all oc- 
' ~cafions, i in which his ambition was not thwarted, that his i ingrati- 
a3 tude to his benefaétor Sujah Khan, the murder of Bafchir Pondit, 
ry and hisi intentions to cut off Muftapha Khan, were imputed, al- 
At hough abfurdly, to the influence ayhich his brother Hodgee was 
Pe ey 


` 


a the alt Silos none of his fabjetts wifhed to affaf- 
- he was no-fooner arrived at this degree of reputation 
than increafing infirmities warned him of his ap- 
nd his a’ choice of a Merio yae 


Zande Hamed, ond Sid Hamed: Nowagis 
aughter of Allaverdy, „by whom he had no 
ac Ae fon; and Zaincee Hamed left two, of 
whom 


af 
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Whom the elder, named Mirza Mahmud, was adopted by Allaverdy, 
and the other, named Moorad Dowlah, by Nowagis Mahomed. 
The faperior qualities of Zaindee juftified Allaverdy in preferring 
him to his elder brother Nowagis, a man of much lefs refolution 
and capacity ; but after the death of Zaindee, there remained no 
reafon to exclude Nowagis again from the fucceffion : for he was of 
a better character than his brother Sid Hamed; and of the two 
children left by Zaindee, the younger, Moorad Dowlah, was weak 
of intelle€t, and the elder, Mirza Mahmud, a youth of feventeen 
years, had difcovered the moft vicious propenfities, at an age when 
only follies are expected from princes. But the great affection 
which Allaverdy had borne to the father was-transferred to this fon, 
whom he had for {fome years bred in his: own palace; where, in+ 
ftead of correcting the evil di {pofitions of his nature, he fuffered. 
them to increafe iss overweening indulgence: born without com- 
pafon, it was one of the amufements of Mirza Mahmud’s child-- 
hood to torture birds and animals; and, taught by his minions to- 
regard himfelf as of a fuperior order of beings, his natural cruelty, 
hardened by habit, rendered him as infenfible to the fufferings of 


. his own fpecies as of the brute creation: in conception-he was not 


flow, but abfurd’; obftinate, fullen, and impatient of contradition; 
but, notwithftanding his infolent contempt of mankind, innate 
cowardice and the confufion of his ideas rendered him fufpicious 
of all who approached him, excepting his favourites, who were 
buftoons and profligate men, raifed from menial. fervants to be his. 
companions: with thefe he lived in every Kind of intemperance 
and debauchery, and more efpecially in drinking: {pirituous liquors. 
to an excefs, which inflamed his pafions and impaired the little un- 
derftanding with which he was born.. He had, however, cunning” 
enough to carry himfelf with much demurenefs in the prefence of | 
Allaverdy, whom no one ventured to inform of his real character ; 
forin defpotic ftates the fovereign is always the laft to hear what i ic 
concerns him moft to know.. \ 

This youth in the year 1753 Allaverdy- -declared his fucceffor, . 
and from. this time fuffered him to aé&t in the. government: of thes 
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provinces with great authority ; whilft his fubje&s beheld with equal 
furprife and confternation an inftance of fuch dotage in a prince, 
whofe judgment had never failed him until this, the moft impor- 
tant option of his life. The doom was, however, irrevocable, and 
Mirza Mahmud on his appointment received the name of Chiragee- 
al-Dowla, fignifying the lamp of riches, by which he was after- 


= wards called; but by the Europeans, Surajah Dowlah. His uncles, 


Nowagis and Sid Hamed, did not indeed break out into open re- 
elton, but fhewed fo much difcontent, that Allaverdy was con- 
vinced they would difpute the fucceflion after his death ; and know- 
ing that Nowagis Mahomed was governed by a man of abilities, 
named Hofiein Cooley Khan, he determined to remove this mi- 
nifter. But Nowagis having for fome years held the government 
of Dacca with its appurtenances, had acquired great wealth, which 


enabled him to maintain a large retinue of armed men in conftant 


pay ; and the city of Dacca was at this time governed by a nephew 
of Hoflein Cooley Khan: Allaverdy therefore was apprehenfive that 
Nowagis might retire to Dacca, and throw off his allegiance, if he 
fhould take the alarm, whilft that city remained under his autho- 
rity ; but Surajah Dowlah undertook to remove the nephew of Hof- 
fein Cooley Khan, and fent a party of affaffins, who entering Dacca 
in difeuife ftabbed him in the dead of night. As foon as his death 
was known at Muxadavad, Nowagis took up arms, but more from 
apprehenfions of his own danger than with intention to revenge 
the injury: Allaverdy therefore eafily quelled this infurrection, by 
affuring him that the murder had been committed without the par- 


‘ticipation either of himfelf; or Surajah Dowlah. Some days after 


the tumult was quieted, Surajah Dowlah caufed Hoffein Cooley 
Khan himfelf to be affaffinated in open day, as he was pafling 


aeh the ftreets of Muxadavad. 


~Thefe murders increafed the gloomy ‘conjeétures which the ap- 
pointment of Surajah Dowlah to the fucceffion had already raifed 
in the minds of the people. His uncles Nowagis and Sid Hamed 
had hitherto a&ted independently of each other, but now united ; 


and although their reverence to a larenly reftrained them from revolt 
during 


` 
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during his life, they augmented their forces and the number of their 
dependants. In this ftate of mutual fufpicion the two par ties re- 


mained; until the pear of the year 1756, when both Nonae 


and Sid Hamed died of fevers, without  poifon, | 
Their deaths diflolved indeed the union of their houfes; but, ne- 
verthelefs, did not leave Surajah_Dowlah without powerful. com- 
petitors : Nowagis left great treafures ; ; and his widow, the daugh- 
ter of Allaverdy, as the only means of preferving them, determined 
to difpute the fucceffion. Hef fex indeed excluded her from the 
government, to which otherwife the was the natural heir, as the 
Say child ‘Se Allaverdy.. And the younger brother of Surajah 
Dowlah, who had been adopted by her hufband, was dead; but al- 
though a ftripling had left a fon who was about, two years old, and 
this infant fhe determined to hold out to the province, as the com- 
petitor of Surajah Dowlah. At the fame time, the fon of Sid Ha- 
med, who governed the country of Purneah, relying on the univerfal 
deteftation iene was entertained againft Surajah Dowlah, levied 

forces, and determined to oppofe his acceflion. 
A Gentoo, named Rajah-bullub, had fucceededl Hoffein Cooley 
Khan in the poft of Duan or prime- -minifter to Nowagis; after 
whofe death his influence continued with the widow, with whom 
he was fuppofed to be more intimate than became either her rank, 
or his religion; but, doubtful of the event of the impending con- 
teft, he detain to place his family and treafures out of the 
reach of danger ; and not deeming them in fafety at Dacca, where 
they had remained for fome time, he ordered his fon Kiflendats to 
remove them from that city, under pretence of going a. pilgrimage 
to the pagoda of Jagernaut, on the coaft of Orixa. Accordingly, 
Kifiendats léft Dacca with feveral loaded boats: but, inftead of go- 
ing through the channels at the bottom of the Delta, proceeded 
alain the great Ganges to the Jelingeer river, through which he cn- 
tered the river of Hughley 5 when his father at Muxadavad re- 
quefted Mr. Watts, the Englifh chief at Coffimbuzar, to obtain pers 
miffion of the prefidency of Calcutta, that Kiffendafs with his fax 
mily might, if they found it neceflary, reft for fome days in i the 
Vor. H. oi : town, 
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17 56. town, by which the boats muft pafs, in their way to Orixa. At 
the fame time there remained no hopes of Allaverdy’s recovery ; 
upon which the widow of Nowagis had quitted Muxadavad, and 
eneamped with 10,000 men at Moota Gill, a garden two miles 
fouth of the city, and many now began to think and to fay that fhe 
would’ prevail in her oppofition againft Surajah Dowlah.. Mr. Watts 
therefore was eafily induced to oblige her minifter, and advifed the 
prefidency to comply with his requeft. His letter to the prefidency 
on this fubje& was {carcely arrived in Calcutta, before the boats of 
Kiffendafs appeared in fight: the prefident Mr.. Drake was at this 
time at Ballafore for the recovery of his health ; but the reft of the 
council, relying on the opinion of Mr. Watts, confented to admit 
Kiffendafs into the town. } 

Amongtt the Gentoo merchants: eftablifhed at Calcutta was one 
named Omicund, a man of great fagacity and underftanding, which 
he had employed for forty years with unceafing diligence to in- 
: | creafe his fortune. The prefidency had long. permitted him to 
provide much more of the company’s inveftment than the {hare 


| ` allowed to any other contraCtor; by which, and other indulgences, 
he was become the moft opulent inhabitant in the colony.. The 
i RER extent of his habitation, divided into various departments; the 
-number of his fervants continually employed in various occupations, 


and a retinue of armed men in conftant pay refembled more the 
ftate of a prince than the condition of a merchant. His commerce 
extended to all parts of Bengal and Behar, and by prefents and 
fervices he had acquired fo much influence with the principal 
officers of the government at Muxadavad, that the prefidency in 
times of difficulty ufed to employ his mediation with the Nabob. 
This pre-eminence, however, did not fail to render -him the objec 
of much envy: the manufactures provided for the company having 
every year fince the firft irruption of the Morattoes decreafed in 
quality and increafed in price, much of this detriment was imputed 
to the avarice and iniquity of Omichund; and the company de- 
termining, if poflible, to reftore their inveftment to the former con-- 
dition of price and quality, relinquifhed in the year 17572, their 
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ufual method of contracting with merchants, and fent Go- 
maftabs, or Gentoo factors in their own pay, to provide the in- 
veftment at the different 4urvags, or cloth markets in the province. 
From this time Omichund was excluded from any participation in 
the company’s affairs, which, diminifhing his commercial advan- 
tages, vexed his avarice, although poffeffed of four millions of ru- 
pees. However, he ftill continued the trade,- which he ufed to 
carry on independant of the inveftment, and redoubled his attention 
to maintain his importance at Muxadavad ; in confequence of which 
Rajah-bullub at this time requefted his good offices to his fon Kiffen- 
dafs, whom Omichund received on his arrival with much hofpitality, 
and lodged the family in a convenient habitation. 

The admiffion of Kiflendafs into Calcutta was foon known at 
Muxadavad. It wounded the pride of Surajah Dowlah, and exafpe- 
rated his mind with fuch fufpicions, that he immediately went to 
Allaverdy, and told him that he was well informed the Englith in- 
tended to fupport the widow of Nowagis Mahomed. Mr. Forth, | 
the furgeon of the Englith factory at Coffimbuzar, who attended 
Aar: in his laft illnefs, was prefent, and Allaverdy, inftead of 
anfwering Surajah Dowlah, queftioned Mr. Forth concerning the 
report, HRS replied, that it was raifed by the enemies of the En- 
glifh, in order to hurt them in his favour, and that on examination 
it would appear groundlefs ;. adding, that the Englifh had no other 
ambition than to be merchants in his country. Allaverdy then 
afked how many foldiers were in the factory at Coflimbuzar ? Whe- 
ther the French or the Dutch prefidencies had lately fent up any to 
their factories in that town ? Where the Englith fhips of war were? 
Whether they would come to Bengal? Whether fome had not 
been in the river of Hughley three months. before ? Why the {qua- 
dion came into India? Whether there was war between England 


and France? To which queftions Mr. Forth replied, without de- 


viating from the truth: and Allaverdy, feeming to be convinced 
that the expeétation of a war with France had brought the fqua- 
dron to India, and that the Englith at Calcutta were in no condition 
fo riik the difpleafure of the government, told Surajah Dowlah, 
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that he gave no credit to Fis information; ; who: replied, ‘that he could 
prove it. A few days after this converfation, news arrived in Bengal 
that the Englith had taken Gheria. The piracies which Angria - 
had for fo many years committed on the fubjects of the Mogul 
had rendered his name famous throughout the empire; and there 
was {carce a province of which he had not taken fome of the na- z 
tives, who concurred 1 in defcribing his fortrefs as impr egnable : and. 
varjous rumours now. Cie at. Muxadavad. ` Some aid that the 
E ‘that t Surajah Dowlah: was deter mined to lack operon AA 4 
drive the Englifh out of his dominions : : and Mr. Watts received, 
pofitive information that there were many {pies employed by the go- 
vernment in Calcutta ; and that the weaknefs of the garrifon and 
fortifications, and the facility with which the place might be taken, 
were the public difcourfe of the city and the court. The prefidency 
on this information ordered ftri& fearch to be made, and fe- 
: veral who were fufpected of being fpies, were turned out. of the. 
: — company’ s bounds. 
S EE At length the long-expected event of Allaverdy’s death happened 
on the oth of April: his public character 1S. fufficiently delineated . 
by his aétions: his private life was very different from the ufual 
manners of a Mahomedan prince in Indoftan ; for he was extremely 
temperate, had no pleafures, kept no feraglio, — and always lived 
the hufband of one wife. Warned by the experience of his own 
ambiti on, the defe€tion of Meer-abib, and the. rebellion of Mufta- A 
pha Gawo he de clined as much as poffible to entruft any Mahome- | 2 
x épting of his own lineage, with any power out of his fi ight, 
A ite tempt or enable him to revolt: but. kept . his | 
; 


3 


chiefly of Mahomedans, continually under, 
: fut eda large body of the fame troops to re- 
see to. be deduced from. their opeisen: 


Sion, “either with ready money se 
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But he preferred. the fervice of Gentoos in every office and ce 
of the ftate, excepting in the ranks of the army, for which they 
neither. wifhed nor were fit, and feemed to regard the increafe of 
their wealth as his own. Roydulub was his duan, or treafurer, and 
his confidential minifter ; Ramramfing the Rajah of Midnapore, the 
matter of the {pies and. meffengers. ‘The governments. which he 
gave to his nephews, the fons and grandfons of Hodgee, as well as 
the interior eftablifhment of their families, were regulated by Gertoos. 
He encouraged the immenfe opulence of the Seats, and admitted them 
to his. moft fecret councils; he gave the government of Hughley. 
and its diftriét, in-which all the European fettlements on the river 
are fituated, to Monikchund ; and after the affaffination of Zaindee 
Hamed, he would not truft the government of Behar, notwithftanding 
its importance é as a province anda frontier, to Meer Jaffier, although 
his brother-in-law, and the firft officer in his army ; but gave it to: 
the Gentoo Ramnairan. The Rajahs, both of Bengal hae Behar, 
fought their } protection and exemptions, from their a Gentoos,. 
whe were eftablithed in his confidence, -and contributed not a little- 
to increafe their fortunes. Thus was the Gentoo connection be- 
come the moft opulent influence in the government, of which it 
pervaded every department with fuch ellicacy, that nothing of mo- 
ment could move without their participation or knowledge ;. nor did. 
they ever deceive their benefactor, but co-operated to Recio. his. 
adminiftration and relieve his wants; and it is faid that the Seats 
alone gave him in one prefent the enormous fum of three millions - 
of rupees, as a contribution to fupport the expences of the Morat- 
toe war. Warranted by fuch experience, Allaverdy recommended., 
the policy of his own preference. to his fuccefior, and inftruéted his _ 
wife to inculcate the fame maxims after his deceafe; but he did. 
not forefee that the great inferiority of abilities in Surajah. Dowlah 
night turn to dangers the very means from which his own had 
denen f{ecurity. ; 
SNEIN Dowlah A lr after: the death of eray was 
proclaimed, and, prepared to attack, the: widow of Nowagis Ma- 


homed. Not more than one or two days after his acceflion he © 


wrote a letter to the prefident of Saee or soe him to deliver 
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up Kiffendafs, with his treafures. The bearer of the letter was bro- 
ther of Ramramiing, the head of the fpies: he came in a fmall boat, 
and landed in the difguife of a common pedlar on the 14th of April, 
and immediately proceeded to Omichund’s, who, as the governor 
‘pee was abfent at his country houfe, introduced him to Mr. Holwell, a 
member of the council, who fuperintended the police of the town. 
The next day it was deliberated what refolution fhould be taken con- 
cerning this meffenger. 

| - The governor returning the next day fummoned a council, of 
3 i which the majority being prepofleffed again{t Omichund, ied 
| k art: that the meflenger was an engine prepared by himfelf to alarm them, 


| 

| 

if i and reftore his own importance ; and as the laft advices received from 
kg r, : Coffimbuzar defcribed the event between Surajah Dowlah and the 
: widow of Nowagis to be dubious, the council refolved that 
| both the meffenger and his letter were too fufpicious to be re- 
: | i ceived; and the fervants, who were ordered to bid him depart, turned 
| ia . - Kim.out of the factory and off the fhore with infolence and derifion : 
i but letters were difpatched to Mr. Watts, inftru€ting him to guard 
; againtt any evil confequence from this proceeding. 
‘It is probable that the report of the {py, fupported by the reprefen- 
tations of his brother, renewed the fame ideas which had induced 
Si rajah Dowlah to accufe the Englith {ome days before to Allaverdy. 
however, concealed his refentment ; for when the vaqueel, 
Sent ae agent employed by Mr. Watts reprefented at the 
ar the fufpicions which had induced the Englith government 
I > meffenger as an impoftor, Surajah Dowlah fcarcely 
Fii ry rie: or difpleature ; ; and neither Mr. Watts nor 


) OTA letters had been T from Eng- 
e te piefdency that war with France was inevitable, 


le without building the fort anew. Haw. 
labourers í were fent to repair a line of guns, 
apis = which 
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to > put the fettlement in a ftate of defence ; 
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which extended on the brink of the river in front of the wefteriy 1756. 
fide of the fort. 0 eae 
In the mean time the widow of Allaverdy inter noted Beni her 
daughter and Surajah Dowlah, and at length prevailed on her to 
kno ledge him; which fhe had no fooner done than Surajah 
Dowlah put her into clofe confinement, and feized her palaces and 
treafures with the infant fon of his own brother. As foon as he 
had quelled this enemy he proceeded with his whole army, confifting 
of 50,000 men, again{t the fon of Sid Hamet in Purnea. i 
Notwithftanding the diligence which had been employed to ex- 
pel the fpies employed by “the Nabob in Calcutta, feveral found 
means to remain undifcovered; and, inftigated moft probably by 
the head fpy, reprefented in their letters to the Durbar, that the 
Englifh were very bufy in railing ftrong fortifications. The Na- 
bob, whofe cowardice eafily led him to believe any thing that 
alarmed his fears, gave fuch entire credit to the report, that on the 
day in which he began his march towards Purneah, he difpatched 
a letter to Mr. Drake, fignifying that he had been informed the 
Enelith were building a wall, and digging a large ditch round the 
town of Calcutta; and ordering him immediately to defift, and 
to deftroy all the works which had lately been added to the fortifi- 
cations. | 
It was unfortunate, Mr. Watts had neglected to inform the pre- d 
fidency of the complaint which Surajah Dowlah had made to Alla- . tici 
verdy a little before his death, in the prefence of Mr. Forth; and 
of the converfation which enfued on that occafion : for whatfoever 
informations were now communicated were confidered as the arti- 
fices of the court to frighten the prefidency out of a fum of money; 
whereas the converfation implied that Surajah Dowlah bore rancour 
againft the Englifh; and that both he and Allaverdy had been 
attentive to their military proceedings. But, wanting this infor- 
mation, Mr. Drake thought that the truth would he his beft de- | 
fence, and fimply wrote a letter, importing, ‘* That the Nabob 
“« had been mifinformed by thofe who had reprefented to him that ae 
x „the Englifh were building a wall round the town; that they had , 
- cc dug 
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1756. “ dug no ditch fince the invafion of the Morattoes, at which time 
« fuch a work was executed at the requeft of the Indian inhabi- 
« tants, and with the knowledge and approbation of Allaverdy; that 
«d iùn the late war between England and France the French had at- 
«¢ tacked and’ taken the town of Madrafs, contrary to the neu- 

-é trality which it was expetted would have been pyeferved in. 
& the Mogul’s dominions; and that there being at. prefent great 
< appearance of another war between the two nations, the Eng- ; 
« Jifh were under apprehenfions that the French would aé in the | 
« fame manner in Bengal: to prevent which, they were repairing 
« their line of guns on -the bank of the river.” Few in Mr. 
Drake’s fituation would have apologized 
verthelefs, confidering the character of Surajah Dowlah, and the 
difpofition of his mind towards the Englith at this juncture, the an- 
{wer was improper; becaufe it tended to make him believe that the . 
impending war between the two nations would probably be brought 
into Bengal; and becaufe it implied that he either wanted power or 
will to protect the Englifh. Accordingly, when he received. the 
letter on the 17th of May at Rajamahal, the perufal of it irritated 
him toa degree of rage which aftonifhed all his officers, excep- 
“ting one or two of his intimate favourites. He inftantly changed 
his refolution of proceeding further, ordered his army to march 
back without delay to Muxadavad, and fent forward a detachment 
of 300c men, to inveft the fort of Coflimbuzar. On the 22d of 
May thefe troops arrived and furrounded it, but committed no hof- = 
tilities ; and on the 1ft of June the Nabob himéfelf came u p with 
the main body of his army. 

The fort was juft {trong enough to oblige an enemy to attack it 
> with cannon: the baftions were fmall: the curtains were only 
} three feet thick, and ferved as the outward wall of a range of cham- 

i bers, which with their terrafles imitated ramparts, and were on all 

} 


ii 


in any other manner: ne- 


fides overlooked from without by buildings within 100 yards, and 
there was neither ditch, nor even a pallifade, to interrupt the ap- 
proach to the very foot of the walls: perhaps the jealoufy of the 
_ government would not fuffer more; none of the cannon were above 
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nine pounders, moft were honey-combed, many of their carriages 476. f 
decayed, and the ammunition did not exceed 600 chargés. Phe ~~ 


garrifon confifted of 22 Europeans, moftly Dutchmen, and zo 
‘Topafies. ioie 
‘Tne Nabob, immediately on his arrival, fent a meflenger, ordering 
Mr. Watts to come to him, who at the fame time received a letter 
from the duan, Roydulub, affuring him of fafety: he neverthe- 
lefs delayed until Mr. Forth the furgeon went out and returned, 
accompanied by an officer, with ‘the fame affurances from Roy- 
dulub in perfon: on which he proceeded to the tent of Roydulub, 
and was introduced by him to the Nabob, who received him with 
infolence and invettives : immediately after which he was conducted — 
into another tent, where feveral fecretaries and officers prepared a 
writing, importing, that the prefidency of Calcutta fhould within 
fifteen days level whatfoever new works they had raifed; that they 
fhould deliver up all tenants of the government who had taken pro- 
teétion in the fettlement ; and that if it fhould be proved that the 
company’s duftucks, or paffports for trade, had even been given to 
fuch as were not intitled to them, what the government had been 
defrauded of by fuch practices fhould be refunded. Mr. Watts, fur- 
rounded by menaces, figned the paper, immediately after which 
the fame conclave ordered him to fend for Mr. Collet and Mr. Bat- 
fon, the two other members of the council; who came and figned 
likewife, and were detained with Mr. Watts in the camp. The 
next day they received an order to furrender the fort; but repre- 
fenting that this did not now depend on themfelves, no umbrage 
was taken at the delay of their conferences with one another, and 
their meflages to the garrifon, who, deeming the fort, as it really 
was, untenable, the Nabob’s officers, with a number of followers, 
were admitted on the 4th of June ; who, inftead of fealing up what: 
effeéts they found, as the Nabob had ordered, {tole the greateft part ; 
and the foldiery, who took pofleffion of the fa&tory, infulted the 
garrifon with every kind of contumely and reproach. ‘This beha- 
viour continued three days, and fo much ‘affected:the mind of the 
Vor. IL. I apik commanding 
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commanding officer, Enfign Elliot, that he fhot himfelf through 
the head. ` 
The cannon and ammunition were carried to the camp; the 
foldiers were fent to the common prifon at Muxadavad; Mr. Bat- 
fon, one of the council, and the younger men in the company’s 
fervice, were permitted to retire to the French and Dutch faétories ; 
and Mef. Watts and Collet, inftead of being employed as they 
expected to reprefent the will of Surajah Dowlah to the prefidency 
i of Calcutta, were informed that they muft accompany him thither, 
None of the Nabob’s officers endeavoured to reftrain him from this 
rafh and violent refolution: they believed themfelves marching to 
the plunder of one of the moft opulent cities in the empire. But 
Seat Mootabray and Roopchund, the fons of the banker Juggutfeat, 
who had fucceeded to the wealth and employments of their father, 
and derived great advantages from the European trade in the pro- 
vince, ventured to reprefent the Englifh as a colony of inoffenfive 
; and ufeful merchants, and earneftly entreated the Nabob to mode- 
| rate his refentment againft them; but their remonftrances. were 
3 = vain; and on the 9th of June the army began their march towards 
| Calcutta. 
j 
i 


SS ——- = 


During thefe proceedings, letters were daily difpatched from 

Calcutta, inftructing Mr. Watts.to aflure the Nabob that the prefi- 

dency was ready to obey his orders, to. demolifh whatfoever addi- 

tions had been made to their fortifications, and what other build- 

ings without the fort might have been reprefented to him as works 
intended for defence; but none of thefe letters reached Mr. Watts, ee fs 

and were probably carried to the Nabob, whofe intentions they in- 
couraged. . Coja Wazeed, the principal merchant of the province, 

who refided at Hughley, was likewife defired to interpofe his media- 

tion; to whom the Nabob replied, that Mr. Drake had grievoully. 

4 offended him,. and that he would not fuffer the Englith to remain. 
in his country on any other terms than were allowed them in the 
reign of the Nabob Jaffier. In the mean time, as the principal rea- 
for affigned for Surajah Dowlah’s indignation was his belief, that. 
the Englith were ereCting new fortifications, the dread of exaf{perating 
Ae him. 
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him ftill more unfortunately deterred the prefidency from taking 1756 
the neceffary meafures to oppofe, until there remained no longer “~~ 
any hopes of appeafing him : and in this precarious fufpence twenty 
days, in which much might have been done, were fuftered to elapfe 
unemployed. But on the 7th of June, when news was received of 
the furrender of Coffimbuzar, they were convinced that they muft 
owe their fafety to refiftance. 

Letters were immediately difpatched to Madrafs and Bombay 
requefting reinforcements, but without any probability that any 
could arrive from either intime; for the fea was fhut by the fouth 
monfoon, and the meffengers of the country could not arrive at 
either of their deftinations in lefs than 30 days. As arelief nearer 
at hand, the French and Dutch prefidencies at Chandernagore and 
Chinchura were folicited, as in a common caufe, to enter into a de= 
fenfive ‘alliance againft the Nabob ; but the Dutch pofitively refufed, 
and the French infolently advifed the Englith to repair to Chander- 
nagore, in which cafe they promifed them their prote€tion. No 
refource therefore remained but in their own force, which was in- 
deed very inadequate to the conteft; for, although the regular gar- 


. rifon confifted of 264 men, and the inhabitants ferving as militia 


were 250; in all 514 men; yet only 174 of this number were 
Europeans, and of thefe not ten had ever feen any other than the — 
fervice of the parade; the reft were Topaffes, Armenians, and Por- 
tugueze inhabitants, on whofe faith or {pirit no reliance could be 
placed The number of Buxerries, or Indian matchlock men, . ; r 
were therefore augmented to 15003 provifions were laid in ftore, 
and works of defence, fuch as the time would admit, were ereted. — 
Whilft the Nabob was advancing, it was determined to take pof- 5 
feffion of the fort of Tannah, which lay about 5 miles below Calcutta 
on the oppofite fhore, and commanded the narroweft part of the | 
river between Hughley and the fea with 13 pieces of cannon. 
Two fhips of 300 tons, and two brigantines, anchored before i it early 


- inthe morning of the 13th of June; and as foon as they began tei o ne 
fire, the Moorifh garrifon, which did, not exceed fifty men, fled: ee 
on which fome Europeans and: Lafcars landed; and having di sly Sa 

la | abled ; 


` 


THE WAR OF BENGAL- Boox VI. 


abled part of the cannon, ‘flung the reft into the river. But the 
- next day they were attacked by a detachment of 2000 men, fent 
from. Hughley, who ftormed the fort, drove them to their boats, 
and then began to fire, with their matchlocks and two {mall field- 
pieces, on the veffels, which endeavoured in vain with their can- 
non and mufketry to diflodge them. The next day a reinforce- 
ment of 30 foldiers were fent from Calcutta, but the cannonade 
having made no impreffion, they and the veffels returned to the 
town. 

On the 13th likewife a letter was intercepted, written to Omi- 
ehund, by the Nabob’s head fpy, advifing him to fend his effects: 
out of the reach of danger as {foon as_poflible + which confirming” 
the fufpicions that were already entertained of Omichund’s con- 
du&, he was immediately apprehended, and put under ftri& con- 
finement in the fort; and a guard of twenty men was placed in his. 
houfe, that his effects might not be clandeftinely removed. His 
brother in law, Hazarimull, who had the chief management of his. 
affairs, concealed himfelf in the apartments of the women, until 
the next day; when the guard, endeavouring to take him, were 
refitted by the whole body of Omichund’s peons, and armed dorgef- 
ticks, amounting to 300: feveral were wounded on both fides be~ 
fore the fray ended ; during which, the head of the peons, who 
was an Indian of a high caft,. fet fire to the houfe, and, in order to 
_ fave the women of the family from the difhonour of being expofed 
to ftrangers, entered their apartments, and killed, it is faid, 
Ne of them with his own hand; after which, he d 
_ himklf, but, contrary to his intention, not mortally. At the 
Ta times Kiffendafs was brought into the fort by another detach- 
ean peels the Nabob advanced with fuch uncommon diligence, 
many of his troops died of fatigue, and many were killed by 
vhich at this feafon ftruck perpendicular on their heads :. 
th day of June, the 7th of their march, they arrived at. 
from w ere they crofled the river in a vaft fleet of boats. 
w! ad accompanied the army from Muxadavad, and. 
the: 
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the reft had been aflembled at Hughley. “Surajah Dowlah had pre- 
vioufly fent letters to the Dutch and French fettlements at Chin- 
chura and Chandernagore, ordering them to affift him with their 
garrifons again{t Calcutta; and when his army was in fight of their 
" factories, he repeated his f{ummons in more imperious terms; ‘but 
they pleaded the treaties fubfifting between their nations and the En- 
glifh in Europe: which denial he highly refented ; but fupprefled 
his indignation for the prefent, left they fhould, as in a common 
caufe, take up arms in conjunétion with the Englith. But to this 
they were nothing inclined. 

The news of the enemy’s approach was brought to Calcutta early 
the next morning, the 16th of June; on which the militia and mi- 
litary repaired to their pofts, and the Englifh women quitted their 
houfes, and retired into the fort. Moft of the Indian inhabitants 
who had not already taken flight now deferted the town, and fled, 
they knew not whither, to avoid the ftorm; but the Portuguefe, or 
black Chriftians, availing themfelves of this title, flocked to the 
fort, into which more than 2000 of them, men, women, and chil= 
dren, were imprudently admitted. »At noon the van of the Nabob’s” 
army, marching from the northward, appeared in fight of the com- 
pany’s bounds, and, having neither reconnoitred nor gained intelli- 


gence, they remained ignorant that the Morattoe-ditch did not con- 


tinue round the limits, but left an opening without defences to the 
fouth. They therefore, without hefitation, advanced to attack the 
part which lay dire&tly before them, where a deep rivulet, without 
any bank behind it, fupplied the place of the Morattoe-ditch; and the 
xedoubt, called Perring’s, which was one of the objeéts of the Nabob’s 


difpleafure, ftood on a point of land at the mouth of the rivulet; — 


but being only intended to command the river, this work had but 
one émbrafure towards the land. Contiguous to the redoubt ftood 
a bridge, which was the only paflage over the rivulet; on the 
other fide of which, within 100 yards, were thickets and groves, 
through which lay the high road. A fhip of 18 guns had been fta- 


tioned to the north of the redoubt, in order to flank the thickets iar 


the greateft part of the company’ s buxerries were affembled here to — 
defend — 
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defend the rivulet; and as the guard of the redoubt was only 20 
Europeans, 30 more, with two field-pieces, were fent from the 
fort to their afliftance. Four thoufand of the enemy’s match- 
locks with four pieces of cannon took poffeflion of the thickets, 
and from three in the afternoon until night kept up a conftant fire, 
the cannon againft the redoubt, the matchlocks every where. It was 
returned by the redoubt and the field-pieces, which were placed in 
the rear of the bridge and oppofite to the road, and the buxerries 
wherever they chofe. At midnight nothing was moving in the 
thickets; for every man after eating his meal had, as ufual, betook 
himfelf to fleep; which enfign Pifchard, who had ferved on the 
coaft of Coromandel, fufpeéted from their filence, and croffling the 
rivulet at midnight with his party, feized and {piked the four pieces 
of cannon, beat up and drove all the troops out of the thickets, and 
returned without the lofs of a man. 

The Jemautdar of Omichund’s peons, wounded as he was, had 
caufed himfelf to be tranfported to the enemy’s camp; and by his 
advice they defifted from renewing the attack on the north, and the 
whole army moved to the eaftward of the company’s bounds, into 
which feveral parties entered through paflages which there were no 
troops to defend. In the afternoon they fet fire to the great bazar, 
or market, within half a mile north-eaft of the fort, and took pof- 
feffion of the quarter inhabited by the principal Indian merchants, 
which commenced half a mile, to the north, and extended moftly 
along the bank of the river. A party was fent to drive them away, 
and retuned with fome prifoners, who reported that the enemy in- 
tended the next day to make a general attack upon the out-pofts; on 
which the party was recalled from Perring’s redoubt to the north 
of the bounds; and every one pafled the night under arms. 

The fort of Calcutta, called Fort-William, was fituated near the 
river, and nearly half way between the northern and fouthern ex- 
tremities of the company’s territory. Its fides to the eaft and weft 
extended 210 yards; the fouthern fide 130, and the northern 109: 
it had four baftions, mounting each ro guns: the curtains were 
only four feet thick, and, like the factory of Coflimbuzar, ter- 

raffles, 
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raffes, which were the roofs of chambers, formed the top of the 
ramparts; and windows belonging to thefe chambers were in 
feveral places opened in the curtains: the gate-wayon the 
eaftern fide projected, and mounted five guns, three in front, 
and one on each flank towards the baftions: under the weftern 


face and on the brink of the river, was a line of heavy cannon, ~ 


mounted in embrafures of folid mafonry; and this work was 
joined to the two weftern baftions by two flender walls, in 
each of which was a gate of pallifadoes. In the year 1747, 
warehoufes had been built contiguous to the fouthern curtain, and. 
projecting on the out-fide, between the two baftions, rendered them 
ufelefs to one another; however, the terrafles of thefe ware- 
houfes were ftrong enough to bear the firing of three pounders. 
which were mounted in barbett over a flight parapet. f 

The houfes of the Englith inhabitants occupied the ground fix 
hundred yards towards the eaft, and half a mile to the north and 
fouth of the fort; but lay fcattered in fpacious and feparate inclo- 
fures; and feveral of them overlooked the fort; as did the Englith 
church, which ftood oppofite to the-n. £. baftion; under thefe dif- 
advantages the fort was deemed fo little capable of defence, that. 
it was refolved to oppofe the enemy in the principal ftreets and 
avenues. l 

Accordingly three batteries, each mounting two eighteen poun- 
ders, and two field pieces, were erected : one oppofite to the eaftern 
gate of the fort, at the diftance of 300 yards, in the principal 
avenue, which continued in a ftraight line to the eaftward as far as 


the Morattoe ditch: this battery adjoined on the left ta the gate- 
way of an inclofure, in which, at the diftance of a few feet, ftood 


a very fpacious houfe of one floor, in which the mayor’s court and. 
aftizes ufed tobe held. A crofs-road pafled from N. to s. along the eaf— 
tern curtain of the fort; but 200 yards x. of it, this road loft fight of the 
fort, by a fhort turning towards the river, along the bank of which it 


continued ftreight to the N. in. a {treet formed by houfes on: one fide, 


and the walls of inclofures on the other neareft the river: at. the. 


upper end of this. (treet, juft beyond the turning, was another battery. 
| i Thes 
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The third was in the crofs-road3o0 yards to the fouth of the fort, but 
the ground between was clear. Breaft-works with pallifadoes were 
ereéted in the fmaller inlets at a diftance, and trenches dug acrofs 
the more open grounds. Between the north battery and the 
eaftern, or that at the mayor’s court houfe, there were only two 
inlets, both of which led into a {pot lying on the eaftern fide of the 
crofs-road between the church and a houfe belonging to Mr. Eyre. 
But the ground immediately to the fouth-eaft of the fort, was much 
more open ; and partof this {pace was occupied by alargeinclofure, called 
The Park; the north fide of which fkirted the principal avenue leading 
to the eaftern battery, the weftern fide extended 200 yards along 
thé fide of the crofs-road towards the fouthern battery, and the eaftern 
fide fkirted one fide of a rope-walk about fixty yards broad. Along 
the other fide of this rope-walk ftood three Englifh houfes, all 
within effe€tive mufket fhot of the eaftern battery; which, being 
erected at the north-eaft angle of the park, might by turning a gun 
to the fouth, fcour the whole length of this rope-walk, but could 
not fo well command the entrance into a {mall lane, which led into 
the farther end of the rope-walk from the fouth-eaft. This pafs 
was of confequence; for the enemy might from hence proceed to 
the fouth wall of the park, and then continue along it without in- 
terruption to feveral houfes, which extended along the crofs-road, 


almoft from the fouth-weft angle of the park to the backfide of the 


fouthern battery, which ftood roo yards farther on in the crofs 
road: about 200 yards eaft of this battery, and about the fame dif- 
tance to the fouth of the lane laft mentioned lay another paflage, 
which gave inlet into a large opening, fouth of the park; from 
whence the enemy might with even more facility penetrate to the 
fame houfes commanding the fouthern battery. Both thefe paffes 
were therefore carefully fecured. Immediately in front of the 
fouthern battery the road was arched over a deep and miry gully, 
which continued to the river; but, as this battery was thought 
Jefs tenable than either of the other two, another was ere&ted 200 


yards behind it, acrofs the fame road, and within 100 of the fort, 


about the midway of the weftern fide of the park-wall. 
The 
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The enemy, as it had been expected, attacked the out pofts on the 17 56. 


18th in the morning. At eight o'clock one of their divifions ad- 
vanced to the fouthern battery, and, taking pofleffion of feveral 
houfes fituated on each fide of the road beyond it, fired from their 
matchlocks, and from their wall-pieces, an engine of much greater 
efficacy, carrying a ball of three ounces ; the two eighteen pounders, 
which were mounted on the batter y, cannonaded the houfes, in order 
to diflodge them, but without effect. 

At Bee of day, two field-pieces with a platoon of Europeans 
had been detached from the eaftern battery to a flight barricaded 
work at fome diftance in the avenue ; and 40 buxerries under a good 
officer had likewife been fent to take poft in the inclofure of the 
goal, which lay about 100 yards beyond the battery, on the right 
hand of the avenue: the walls of this inclofure were high, and 
holes had been ftruck through, to admit the firing of the two field- 
pieces, in cafe the enemy fhould gain their way, and oblige thofe 
at the barricade to retreat to the goal. About nine o'clock, a mul- 
titude of fome thoufands, armed with match and firelocks, advanced 
from the Morattoe ditch, along the avenue. They were ftopped by 
the quick firing of the two field-pieces, which foon after difperfed 
them; but they retreated into the thickets on either hand, and, fe- 
cure under that fhelter, kept up an inceffant, although irregular, 
fire on the barricade; neverthelefs, the party there maintained 
their poft two hours, hen feveral being killed, and more wounded, 
the reft retreated, with the field pieces to the goal : at the fame time 
the enemy, inftead of advancing along the avenue, proceeded through 


by-ways, and got poffeffion of the three Englith houfes which ftood 


along the rope-walk, and overlooked the back part of the goal, on 
which they fired fo warmly from the windows and terraffes, that in 
a few minutes they killed fix buxerries, and wounded four or five 
Europeans ; on which the reft quitted the inclofure, leaving the 
field pieces behind, and returned to the battery at the Mayor’ s Court. 

The battery to the north was likewife attacked about nine o “clock, 


but here the enemy did not find the fame advantages as at the oth ler 
' two; for the ftreet was narrow, and the inclofures which fkirtec AGE 
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on the fide next the river afforded no fhelter that was not over-looked 

by the battery itfelf; and, on the other fide, the only houfes which 
commanded it were contiguous to one another, and did not extend 
more than fixty yards beyond; and in each of them were pofted four 
or five Europeans. The firft fire from the battery difperfed the di~ 
vifion which was marching along the ftreet to attack it, and de- 
terred them from appearing again in a body: neverthelefs they re- 
mained in the crofs ftreets, from which two or three at-a time fre- 
quently ufed to come out, fire at random, and then retreat. A 
platoon, with a field-piece, was detached to drive them out of the 
crofs {treets ; which they eafily effected, and then proceeded along 
the northern ftreet, until they loft fight-of. the battery ; when the 
enemy, taking agi of their error, returned through the crofs 
ftreets, to cut off their retreat, but yielded again to the field- -piece 
and the fire of the platoon. Soon after, ee whole body of the 
enemy, which had ‘been appointed to this attack, went away, and 
joined thofe who weré‘émployed againft the eaftern battery. 

At noon the attacks in‘all parts ceafed at once, and every thing 
remained quiet until two, when the enemy recommenced their fire 
upon the eaftern battery, not only from the three houfes in the 
rope walk, but alfo from two others on the left hand of the avenue ; 
from which ftations neither the two eighteen-pounders on the'bat- 
tery, nor the cannon from the fort, were able to diflodge them. 
‘The enemy’s fire was fo inceflant, that only the men a iry to 
ferve the guns. were fuffered to remain in the battery, whilf the reft 
took fhelter in the mayor’s court-houfe, from whence the place of 
thofe who were either killed or wounded at the guns was occa- 
fionally fupplied. About four o’clock in the afternoon, a multitude 
of the enemy forced the palifade at the farther end of the .rope- 
walk, although defended by a ferjeant and twenty men; and ruthed 
down the walk with fo much impetuofity towards. the eaftern bat- 
tery, that the gunners had fcarcely time to turn one of the eighteen 
pounders againft them ; however, the firft difcharge of grape fhot 


S ‘peeked, and a few more drove them to feek fhelter in the covers at 
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hand; but many of them joined thofe who were in the họoufes, ` 
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from which the fire increafed fo much, that at five o’clock Captain 
Clayton, the military officer who commanded in the battery, fent 
Mr. Holwell, who atted-as a Baien under him, to reprefent ta 
the governor the impofl ibility of maintaining this poft any longer, 
mile(s it was immediately: reinforced with cannon and men, fuffi- 
cient to drive the enemy out of the houfes: but before Mr. Hol- 
well returned, Captain-Clayton was preparing to retreat, having 
already {piked up two.18 pounders and one of the field-pieces; and 
the whole detachment foon after marched into the fort with the 
other. They were fcarcely arrived before the enemy took potfeffion 
of the battery, and exprefled their joy by exceflive fhouts. 

The two other batteries had remained unmolefted fince noon ; 
but a party had been detached from the fouthern, to defend the pali- 
fade to’the eaft of it, which was overlooked by two large houtfes, 
one on each hand: ‘a ferjeant and twelve men, belonging to the 
militar y> pofted themfelves in one of the houfes; anda lieutenant 
with nine of the militia, all of whom were young men in the mer- 

cantile fervice of the company, took poffeffion of the other : the 
fire from both defended the pafs until the eaftern battery was de- 
ferted, when, all the ground from hence to the two houfes being 
open, numbers of the enemy gathered in the ground on the infide of 
the palifade, and began to attack the two houfes, which animating 
thofe who were attacking the palifade on the other fide, they at 
length tore it down, and joined thofe already within. The fexjeant 
with the twelve military faw their danger before the enemy had. 
made proper difpofitions to prevent their efcape, and quitting the 


houfe in which they had been ftationed, proceeded by. by-ways 


which they knew to the fouthern battery ; but did not give notice 
of their retreat to thofe of the militia in the other houfe; who foon 
after feeing themfelves furrounded, without hopes. af fuccour or 


- relief, came out in a compact body, determined to fight their way 


to the fort; but two, whofe names were Smith and Wilkinfon, fe- 
parated from the reft, and were immediately intercepted; the 
enemy, however, offered them quarter, which Smith refufed, and, 
it is faid, flew five men before he fell; on which Wilkinfon fur- 
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rendered, and was immediately cut to pieces. The other eight, 
always prefenting and rarely firing, got to the fouth weft angle of 
the park, when the guns, as well of the fort, as of the battery 
which had been raifed acrofs the road leading to it, midway of the 
weft fide of the park-wall, deterred the enemy from accompanying 
them any farther. The detachments at all the three batteries, the 
two to the fouth, and that to the north of the fort, were now re- 
called ; and boats were fent, which foon after brought away Enfign 
Pifchard, and the guard of 20 men, which was remaining at 
Perring’s redoubt tothe north. 

The batteries had been fo much relied upon as the beft defences of 
the fettlement, that the defertion of them on the very firft day they 
were attacked created general confternation ; and the u proar of 1500 
black Portugueze in the fort increafed the confufion. Of the 
Lafears, who had been inlifted to ferve the cannon, not more than 
twenty, and of the buxerries not one, remained. The Armenian 
and Portugueze militia were ftupified with fear. However, the 
Englifh fill preferved their courage, and {mall parties were detached: 
to the church, to Mr. Eyres, oppofite the angle of the north-eaft 
baftion, to Mr. Cruttenden’s on the north, and to the governor’s. 
houfe on the fouth, all which commanded the ramparts. In the 
mean time the enemy had drilled the three guns which had been 


ipiked and left in the eaftern battery, and turned them on the fort 3: 


whilft numbers of their troops, fheltering themfelves in the trenches 
which had been dug in the park, and behind the walls of that in-- 
clofure, kept a conftant fire of {mall arms on the ramparts.. 

A fhip and feven {maller veffels, belonging to the fettlement, lay- 
before the fort; and boats, with the natives who plied them; had‘ 
been carefully referved. As. night approached, it was. refolved to, 


_ fend all the European women on board the fhip; two.of the council 


fuperintended their embarkation, and were accompanied by: feveral : 
of the militia. Before eight o'clock the party at: the governor’s. 
houfe, having been much galled by the enemy from the next houfe 

to the fouth, were recalled ; their retreat expofed the range of ware- - 


houfes adjoining to the fouth curtain, which was.the. weakeft part 
FET E i ore 
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of the fort, becaufe unflanked by any baftion; and at midnight the 1756- 
enemy were heard: approaching to efcalade the terraffes of thefe ware- “~~ 
houfes. On which the governor ordered the drums to beat the ge- 
neral alarm: but although this fummons was thrice repeated, not a 
man appeared in obedience to it, excepting thofe who were on duty 5: 
but the enemy, fuppofing the garrifon prepared, retreated. 

At two in the morning a‘ general council of war was held, to- 
which all the Englifh, excepting the common foldiers, were ad-- 

: mitted; and after debating two hours, whether they fhould imme-. 
i diately efcape to the fhips, or defer the retreat until the next night,. 
the council broke up, without any regular determination : but as of 
the two propofals the firft was not carried into execution, it was by 
many believed that the other was adopted.. 

The enemy renewed their attacks as {oon as the morning appear-- 
ed, by which time they had mounted three guns near the fouth-- 
weft angle of the park, from whence, as well as from the eaftern: 
battery, they now eannonaded the fort, whilft their matchlock men- 
from feveral houfes, and behind the walls of inclofures, fired’ 
upon the feveral houfes in which parties were remaining, as well. 
as upon the baftions. and ramparts. They had not, however, ven-. 
tured to take pofleftion of the governor’s houfe to the fouth, not-- 
withftanding it had. been evacuated fo many hours; and another 
party under the command of Enfign Pifchard:was {ent thither early 
in the morning. Ever and anon.fome one of the defenders was. 
killed or wounded: but, although: ten times. the number of the- 

a enemy fell, their lofs in fo great. a multitude was fcarcely felt, and: 
immediately fupplied.. Before nine, Enfign Pifchard: returned to: 
the fort, wounded, and was followed by his party 5: on which the- 
detachments in the church. and ‘the two other. houfes were likewife - 


recalled, and the pofts they quitted_were immediately taken pof-- 7° 
feffion of by the enemy, whofe courage and activity increafed with- 
their fuccefs, whilft terror and confufion.prevailed mere and. more: 
in the garrifon.. 
Many of the boats had deferted in the night 3 and iù the mornings. 
when it was intended’ to fhip off the Rortugueze women and chils. awe ares 
A She oy | diens, 
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1756.. dren, the voice of order was loft amoneft this aftrighted multitude, 
——- of which every one prefling to be firft embarked, the boats were 

filled with more than they could carry; and feveral were overfet. 
Moft of thofé who had crouded into them were drowned, and 
fuch as floated with the tide to the fhore, were either made pri- 
| foners or maffacred; for the enemy had taken poffefion of ali 
7 the houfes and inclofures along the banks of the river, from 
which {tations they fhot fire-arrows into the fhip and veflels, in 
hopes of burning them. None of the garrifon who had embarked 
with the Englifh women had returned to the fhore, and their À 
fright being much increafed by the fire-arrows, they, without or- 
ders from the governor, removed the {hip from her ftation before 
the fort to Govindpore, three miles lower down the river; or 
which all the other veffels weighed their anchors likewife, :and fol- 
jowed the fhip: and to increafe the evil effects of their retreat, it 
happened at the very time when the detachments from the fort were 
obliged to abandon the adjacent houfes: in this hour of trepidation 
many of the Englifh militia, feeing the veflels under fail, were terri- 
fied with the apprehenfion of lofing this opportunity of efcaping, 
and quitted the fhore. The governor, utterly unexperienced in mili- 
‘tary affairs, had hitherto fhewn no averfion to expofe his perfon 
wherever his prefence was neceflary. He'‘had early in the morning 
vifited the ramparts; and after the retreat of the detachments from 
the houfes, when an alarm was given that the enemy were en- 
deavouring to force their way through the gate of palifadoes in the 
wall between the fouthern baftion and the line of guns, had repaired —t =; 
thither, and ordered two field-pieces to be pointed towards the gate 
_but found none willing to obey him. Soon after, a man came and 
svhifpered to him, that all the gun-powder remaining in the ma- 
gazines was damp and unfit for fervice; although difmayed by this 
information, he refrained from divulging it, and endeavoured to ; 
reduce the confufion which prevailed every where till ten o’clock ; 
when perceiving that only two boats remained at the wharf, in one 
of which feveral of his acquaintance were preparing to efcape, the 
i __ dread of being expofed to the refentment of Surajah Dowlah, who 
i i e 4 . had 
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had often threatened to put him to death, prevailed over all other 1756. 
confiderations, and, panick- -{truck, he hurried into the other boat, wes 
without giving warning to the garrifon: the military commanding ; 
officer, and feveral others who faw him embark, followed his ex- or 
ample, and accompanied him to the fhip. 

The aftonifhment of thofe who remained in the fort was not 
greater than their indignation at this defertion; and nothing was ‘ 
heard for fome time but execrations againft the fugitives. How- ts 
ever, the concourfe foon ieee to deliberation, when Mr. Lt RS 
Pearkes, the eldeft member of the council in the fort, refigned his 
right of command to Mr. Holwell. The whole number of militia. 
and military now remaining amounted only to 190 men: and. 
two or threee boats being returned to the wharf, the new governor, 
in order to prevent, anymore defertions, locked the weltern gate 
leading to the river. 

The fhip which had been: ftationed at the northern redoubt fill. 
remained there; and the garrifon, having determined to defend 
themfelves vigoroufly until. they could repair on board of her, an - 
officer was difpatched in a boat with orders to the captain to bring. 
her down immediately to the fort. But-the reliance upon this re- 
fource was of {fhort duration ; for the {hip coming down ftruck on- . 
a fand-bank, and was immediately abandoned by the crew. In the E 
mean time the fort.was warmly attacked, and bravely defended until. 
the enemy ceafed firing at noon : neither did they renew their efforts - 
with much vigour during the reft of the day, or the fucceeding night; 
but employed themfelves in fetting fire to all the adjacent houfes, _ 
excepting thofe.which iani the ramparts. In this interval BAT = 
the garrifon -continually threw out fignals, flags by day and fires.” DAT iim- ae 


by night,. calling the veflels at Govindpore to return to the fort: Cap: por 


` : 

but this their laft expectation of relief was likewi{e difappointed, for, "a 
not a fingle veffel came to their affiftance. = 
The next morning the enemy recommenced their aS. with 
greater numbers than ever; and whilft fome of the garrifon were 
expofing themfelves with much refolution, others were entreating: te 
Mr. Holwell to capitulate; who, to calm the. minds. of fuch as. y 


ware ee So 
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1756.  defponded, at fun-rife, threw a letter from the rampart, written 
by the prifoner. Omichund, to Monickchund, the governor of 
Hughley, who commanded a confiderable body of troops in the 
army before the fort, requefting him to intercede with the Nabob 
to ceafe hoftilities, fince the Englith were ready to obey his com- 
F j mands, and only perfifted in defending the fort to preferve their 
lives and honour. The letter was taken up, but the enemy never- 
‘thelefs continued their attacks until noon, when a large body at- 
tempted to efcalade the northern curtain, under cover of a {trong 
fire of their {mall arms from Mr. Cruttenden’s houfe; but, after S 
perfevering half an hour, they were repulfed, and the fire on all A 
the other quarters of the fort ceafed as foon as this body retreated. 
In thefe few Hours twenty-five of the garrifon had, been killed, or 
were lying defperately wounded, and feventy more had received 
{flighter hurts; and the common foldiers having broke open the 
ftore-houfe of arrack, were intoxicated beyond all fenfe of duty. 
At two the enemy appeared again, but acted faintly ; and at four 
a man was difcovered advancing, with a flag of truce in his hand, 
which Mr. Holwell, at the general requeft, anfwered with another 
on the fouth-eaft baftion, from whence he at the fame time threw a 
letter which he had prepared, addrefled to the duan, Roydulub, 
of the fame purport as that which Omichund had written in the 
morning to Monickchund. A parley enfued, during which many 
of the enemy flocked to the eaftern gate of the fort, and to the 
gate of palifadoes near the fouth-weft baftion, both which they . 
attempted to cut down ; whilft greater numbers, with {caling lad- oth. 
«ders endeavoured to mount the warehoufes to the fouth: a fhot | 
was likewife fired, which wounded Mr. Bailley, as he was ftanding 
von the s. E. baftion with Mr. Holwell, who immediately ran down 
to bring men to the ramparts: but few obeyed, and thofe who 
would have been willing had retired to various parts of the fort to 
7 get fleep; and whilft fearch was making for them, the drunken 
pi ~ foldiers, intending to efcape to the river, broke open the weftern 


ah 


| i 3 ; gate of the fort, juft as a body of the enemy had forced the gate of 
ey palifades, and were rufhing to attack this likewife, which they 
Pr found E 
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found opening”: others at the fame time had efcaladed the wate-houfes, 1756. 
In this confufion no refiftance was made, and every one furren- “~~ 
dering his arms, the Nabob’s troops refrained from bloodfhed ; 
but about 20 of the garrifon ran to the nN. w. baftion, and dropped 
from the embrafures, where fome efcaped along the flime of the 
river, and others were furrounded and taken prifoners. 

At five the Nabob entered the fort, accompanied by his general 
Meer Jaffier, and moft of the principal officers of his army. He 
immediately ordered Omichund and Kiffendafs to be brought be- 
fore him, and received them with civility; and having bid fome of- 
ficers go and take poffeffion of the company’s treafury, he proceeded 
to the principal apartment of the factory, where he fat in ftate and 
received the compliments of his court and attendants in magnificent 
expreflions of his prowefs and good fortune. Soon after he fent for 
Mr. Holwell, to whom he exprefled much refentment at the pre- 
fumption of the Englifh in daring to defend the fort, and much dif- 
fatisfation at the fmallnefs of the fum found in the treafury, which 
did not exceed 50,000 rupees. Mr. Holwell had two other confe- 
rences with him on this fubject before feven o’clock, when the 
Nabob difmiffed him with repeated aflurances, on the word of a 
foldier, that he fhould fuffer no harm. 

Mr. Holwell, returning’ to his unfortunate companions, found 
them affembled and furrounded by a ftrong guard. Several build- 

l ings on the north and fouth fides of the fort were already in flames, 

= which approached with fo thick a fmoke on either hand, that the 

| prifoners imagined their enemies had caufed this canflagration, in 

order to fuffocate them between the two fires. On each fide of the- 

eaftern gate of the fort extended a range of chambers adjoining to 

the curtain ; and before the chambers a varanda, or open gallery: it 

was of arched mafonry, and intended to fhelter the foldiers from 

the fun and rain, but being low, almoft totally obftructed the 

chambers behind from the light and air; and whilft fome of the i 

guard were looking in other parts of the factory for proper places j 

to confine the prifoners during the night, the reft.ordered them to 

affemble in ranks under the varanda on the right hand of the gate- 
f “Vor. I Ea way 5 
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way ; where they remained for fome time with fo little fufpicion of 
their impending fate, that they laughed among themfelves at the 
feeming oddity of this difpofition, and amufed themfelves with con- 
jecturing what they fhould next be ordered to do. About eight 
o'clock, thofe who had been fent to examine the rooms reported 


that they had found none fit for the purpofe. On which tlie prin= 


cipal officer commanded the prifoners. to go into one of the rooms 
which ftood behind them along the varanda. It was the common 
dungeon of the garrifon, who ufed to. call it The Black Hole. Many 
of the prifoners knowing the place, began to expoftulate;. upon which 
the officer ordered his men to cut down thofe who hefitated; on: 
which the prifoners obeyed. But before all were within, the room 
was fo thronged, that the laft entered with difficulty. The guard 
immediately clofed and locked the door ; confining r46 perfons in 
a room not 20 feet fquare, with only two {mall windows, and thefe 
obftruéted by the varanda. 

It was the hotteft feafon of the year; and the night uncommonly 
fultry even at this feafon. The exceflive preffure of their bodies 
againft one another, and the intolerable heat which prevailed as foom 
as the door was fhut, convinced the prifoners that it was impoflible 
to live through the night in this horrible confinement ; and violent 
attempts were immediately made to force the door; but without 
cest, for it opened inward: on which many began to give a loofe 
to rage. Mr. Holwell, who had placed himfelf at one of the 
windows, exhorted them to remain compofed both in body and 
mind, as the only means of furviving the night, and his remon- 
ftrances produced a fhort interval of quiet; during which he applied 
to an old Jemautdar, who bore fome marks of humanity in his 
countenance, promifing to give him a thoufand rupees in the morn- 
ing, if he would feparate the prifoners into two chambers. The 
old man went to try, but returning in a few minutes, faid it was 
impoiible ; when Mr. Holwell offered him a larger fum; on which 
he retired once more, and returned with the fatal fentence, that no 
relief could be expected, becaufe the Nabob was afleep, and no one 
dared to wake him. poos - i 
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In the mean time every minute had increafed their fufferings. 1756. 
The firft effet, of their confinement was a profufe and continued eer. 
{weat, which foon produced intolerable thirft, fucceeded by exeru- 
ciating pains in the breaft, with difficulty of breathing little fhort 
of fuffocation. Various means were tried to obtain more room 
and air. Every one {tripped off his cloaths; every hat was put in 
motion; and thefe metheds affording no relief, it was propofed 
that they fhould all fit down on their hams at the fame time, and 
after remaining a little while in this pofture, rife all together. This 
fatal expedient was thrice repeated before they had been confined 
an hour; and every time, feveral unable to rear themfelves up again, 
fell, and were trampled to death by their companions. Atternpts were 
again made to force the door, which, failing as before, redoubled 
their rage: but the thirft increafing, nothing but water! water! 
became foon after the general cry. The good Jemautdar imme- 
diately ordered {fome fkins of water to be brought to the windows ; 

-but, inftead of relief, his benevolence became a more dreadful caufe 
of deftruction ; for the fight of the water threw every one into fuch 
-exceflive agitations and ravings, that, unable to refit this violent 
impulfe of nature, none could wait to be regularly ferved, but each 
with the utmoft ferocity battled againft thofe who were likely to 
. get it before him; and in thefe conflits many were either preffed 
to death by the efforts of others, or fuffecated by their own. This 
-f{cene, inftead of producing compaffion in the guard without, only 
= excited their mirth; and they held up lights to the bars, in order 
to have the diabolical fatisfa&tion of feeing the deplorable contentions 
-of the fufferers within; who, finding it impoffible to get any water 
whilft it was thus furioufly difputed, at length fuffered thofe who 
_were neareft to the windows, to convey it in their hats to thofe be- 
‘hind them. It proved no relief either to their thir, or other fuf- 
_ferings ; for the fever encreafed every moment with the encreafing 

depravity of the: air in the dungeon, which had been fo often re- F 

fpired, and was: faturated with the hot ‘and deleterious effluvia of 

putrifying bodies; of which the ftench was little lefs than mortal. 

“Before midnight, all who: were alive and had not. partaken of the 

f ie E? ‘ A air 
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$ 4 : 1756- -air at the windows, were either in a lethargic ftupefa&tion, or rav- 
=~ ing with delirium. Every kind of invetive and abufe was uttered, 
aa in hopes of provoking the guard to put an end to their miferies, by 
firing into the dungeon; and whilft {fome were blafpheming their E j 
creator with the frantic execrations of torment in defpair, heaven 
was implored by others with wild and incoherent prayers ; until the 
weaker, exhauíted by thefe agitations, at length laid down quietly, 
bar fy and expired on the bodies of their dead or agonizing friends. Thofe 
‘ who fill furvived in the inward part of the dungeon, finding that : 
the water had afforded them no relief, made a laft effort to obtain S 
air, by endeavouring to fcramble over the heads of thofe who ftood 
between them and the windows; where the utmoft ftrength of 
every one was.employed for two hours, either in maintaining lige 
own ground, or in endeavouring to get that of which others were in 
pofleffion. All regards of compaflion and affection were loft, and 
no one would recede or give way for the relief of another. FaintnefS E g 
fometimes gave fhort paufes of quiet, but the firft motion of any one 
renewed the ftruggle through all, under which ever-and anon fome 
-one funk to rife no more. At two o’clock not more than fifty re- 
mained alive. But even this. number were too many to partake 
of the faving air, the conteft for which and. life, continued 
until the morn, long implored, began to break; and, with the 
hope of relief, gave the few-furvivors a view of the dead. The fur- 
-yivors then at the window, finding that their intreaties could not 
ALL 
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xcepting Captain Mills, who with rare genero- 
fign is; on which the reft likewife agreed to make 
{carcely begun to recover his fenfes, before an of- 

Nabob, came and enquired if the Englith chief 

ter the fame man returned with an order to 

dead were {o thronged, and the furvivors had , 
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fo little ftrength remaining,. that they were employed near half æn 
hour in removing the bodies: which lay againft the door, before 
,they could clear a pafiage to go out.one at a time; when of one 
Andres and forty -fix who went in, no more ah twenty-three 
came out alive, the ghaftlieft forms that ever were feen alive. The 
Nabob’s troops beheld them,. and the havock of death from which 
they had efcaped, with indifference; but did not‘prevent them from 
removing to a diftance, and; were immediately obliged, by the 
intolerable ftench, to clear the dungeon, whiltt others dug a ditch 
on the outfide of the fort, into. which.all the dead bodies were pro- 
mifcuoufly thrown. - 

Mr. Holwell, unable to ftand, was foon after carried to the 


Nabeb, who was fo far from fhewing any compaffion for his con-~ 


dition, or remorfe for the death of the other prifoners, that he only 
talked of the treafures which the Englifh had buried ; and threaten= 
ing him with farther injuries, if he perfifted im concealing them, 


ordered lim to be kept a prifoner.. The officers to whofe charge he 


was delivered, put-him into fetters, together with Meffts. Court and 
Walcot, who were likewife fuppofed to know fomething of the 
treafures; the reft of the furvivors, among{t whom were Mefirs. 
Cooke and Mills, were told they might go where they pleafed ; but 
an Englifh woman, the only one.of her fex amongft the fufferers; 
was referved for the feraglio ofi the general Meer Jaffier. The dread 


of remaining any longer within the reach of fuch barbarians deter: 
mined moft of them to remove immediately, as far as their ftrength — 


enabled them, from the fort, and moft tended towards the veffels 


which were ftill in fight ; but when-they reached Govindpore in the - 


fouthern part of the company’s bounds, they were informed that 
guards-were ftationed to. prevent any perfons from pafiing to the 
veffels, on which moft of them took fhelter in deferted huts,. where 
fome of the natives, who had {erved the Englifh in different employ- 
ments, came and adminiftered to their immediate wants. Two or 
three however ventured, and got to the veffels before fun-fet. Their 


appearance and the dreadful tale they had to tell were the feveret 
of reproaches. to thofe on.board, who, intent only on their own-pre- 
fervation,, 
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1756. fervation, had made no efforts to facilitate the efcape of the reft of 
a the garrifon : never perhaps was fuch an opportunity of performing 
ee an heroic action fo ignominioufly neglected:: for a fingle floop, with 
Sa fifteen brave men on board, might, in {pite of all the efforts of the 
‘enemy, have come up, and, anchoring under the fort, have carried 

-away all who fuffered in the dungeon. 

But the trepidation on board of all the veflels had been fo great, 
that, having failed in the morning in order to proceed lower down 
the river, the fire from the fort A Tannah, where the enemy had 
again mounted feveral pieces of cannon, drove a fnow and a floop 
afhore ; on which the reft returned to the ftation they had quitted at 
Govindpore, where they As hell until the 24th, when they were 
joined by two fhips from Bombay, which came up the river, and 
had {uftained the fire of Tannah without any hurt. Encouraged by 

zN Š this example and reinforcement, the fleet again weighed anchor, and 
j proceeding with better condu&, paffed ane, fort of Tannah with the 
 lofs of only two lafcars: on the 25th they paffed Buzbuzia, another 
i fort twenty miles lower down, wheré the enemy were only preparing 
to mount cannon: here another: veffel was f{tranded by bad navi- 
gation: on the 26th they arrived at Fulta, a town with a market, 
which is the ftation of all the Dutch fhipping. The foutherly 
monfoon which prevailed at this time rendering it impoffible to quit 
the fiver, it was determined to remain at Fulta, if not driven away 
by r the Nabob, until the feafon changed. 
ri while the Nabob’s army. were employed in plundering Cal- 
ere the booty, although fufficient to gratify the common 
Yə produced | nothing that anfwered the expectations which 
the Nabob to Bet ene of the fettlement. Moft of 


ti A were eo 400,000 rupees, befides many 
ts. M ft of the merchandizes provided in the country 
ped to different ports before the month of A. pril, after 
innot go out of the river. None.of the com- 
ved fi fron gland ; and none of thofe belong- 
vee pets returned from.their.voyages.; and the 
Shia Be greateft 
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greateft part of the commodities imported im the preceding” year 
were fold; neither had the goods providing at the aurungs for the 
enfuing feafon been brought to Calcutta; fo that the whole amount 
of the merchandizes remaining in the fettlement did not exceed in 


value the fum of two hundred thoufand pounds; which was much” 


diminifhed before they had paffed through! the rapine of the foldiery,: 


and the embezzlement of the officers appointed to manage the 


plunder. The Nabob, irritated by the difappointment of his ex- 
pectations of immenfe wealth, ordered Mr. Holwell and the two 


other prifoners to be fent to Muxadayad, in hopes that they would 


at laft difcover where the treafures of the fettlement were buried. - 
This order was executed by his officers with all the feverity that 


the fear of caufing the death of the prifoners would admit. They. 


Were put into an open boat,. without {helter from the intenfe fun” 


and heavy rain of the feafon, fed only with rice and water, and 


loaded with irons, notwithftanding their bodies were covered: with 


painful boils ; a crifis by which all who -furvived the dungeon re- 


covered of their fever. In their paflage up the river, they received 


fome refrefhments: from the Dutch fettlement at Chinchura ; 


and both- the French and Dutch -at Coflimbuzar adminiftered to > 


them all the offices of humanity which their guard would permit, 


who, on their arrival at the capital, chofe a cow-houfe for the place- 


of their confinement. 


~ 


- Jt could fcarcely be imagined that the Nabob, after fuch flagrant“ 


injuries, fhould fuffer the remains of the colony to abide within his 
dominions, in expeCtation of reinforcernents.. But there always 


3 


reigned {6 much confufion in his mind, that he rarely carried his“: 


ideas beyond the prefent < appearance of things; and, foothed by the- 


compliments of his courtiers into a belief that the reduction We Cal- 


cutta was the moft glorious and heroic atchievement ‘that: had been ~ 
performed in Indoftan fince the days of ‘Tamerlane, he imagined © 
that the Englifh nation would never dare to appear again in arms : 


in his country; and, having written letters full of ete commen- 


dations of himfelf to- -Delhi,. he replete to purfue the. fugitives, 


and 
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atid determined to avail himfelf of the terror of his arms againft his 
rival and relation, the Phoufdar of Purneah. 

To perpetuate the memory of his victory he ordered the name of 
Calcutta to be changed to Alinagore, fignifying The Port of God ; 
and, leaving a garrifon of 3000 men, and Monickchund to command 
in the place, he departed with the reft of his army on the fecond 
of July. Two or three days before his departure he publithed leave 
‘to {fuch as had efcaped the dungeon to return to their houfes in the 
town, where they were fupplied with provifions by Omichund, 
whofe interceffion had probably procured their return. But this in- 
dulgence was rendered of fhort duration by the intemperance of 
a ferjeant, who in a fit of drunkennefs killed a Moorman. This 
happened on the laft of June, on which the ban was publithed againft 
every European who fhould be found in the territory. All fled 
immediately te the French, Dutch, and Pruffian faétories, from 
whence at different times moft of them repaired to the fleet at 
Fulta. 

As foon as the Nabob’s army had crofled the river near Hughley, 
he fent a detachment to the French, and another to the Dutch fet- 
tlement, threatening to extirpate them both, if they did not im- 
mediately pay him a large fam of money : but, after receiving many 
fubmiffive afiurances of their pacific difpofitions, he confented to re- 
leafe the Dutch for the fum of 450,000 rupees, and the French 
for 100,000 lefs; which difference, it is faid, he made becaufe the 


French had fupplied him with 200 chefts of gunpowder, as he was 


marching to Calcutta. At the fame time he releafed Mr. Watts 
and Mr. Collet, who had hitherto been led prifoners in his camp, 
and configned them to the care of the Dutch governor at Chin- 
chura, from whom he took an obligation to produce them when- 
foever they fhould be demanded. On the rith he arrived at 
Muxadavad, from whence he iffued orders, commanding the feizure 
and fequeftration of all the effects and merchandifes_ belonging to 
the Englith, or their tenants, in all parts of his dominions. How- 
ever, finding that no difcoveries could be obtained concerning the 
treafures which he fuppofed to be buried in Calcutta, he, on the 

16th, 


-= CC. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


Book VI, SurajAaAu Dow Lan. 


16th, in compliance with the frequent interceffions of the widow 
of Alaye releafed Mr. Holwell and his two companions, figni- 
fying their deliverance in perfon, as he was pafling by the fhed 
of their confinement. They immediately repaired to the Dutch 
factory, where they were received with much hofpitality, and 
from thence proceeded to Chinchura. 

Mean while, the fleet remained at Fulta, where obey were joined 
by feveral other veffels from the fea. The company’s agents likewife 
from the fubordinate fa€tories at Dacca, Jugdea, and Ballafore, 
having on the firft alarm efcaped from thefe refidencies, reforted to 
the fleet. For fome time no provifions could be procured; but as 
foon as the Nabob’s army left Calcutta, the country people ven- 
ture to fupply them. 

The want of convenient fhelter, as well as the dread of being 
furprized, obliged them all to fleep on board the veffels, which were 
fo much crowded, that all lay promifcuoufly on the decks, without 
{helter from the rains of the feafon, and for fome time without a 
change of raiment; for none had brought any ftore away: and 
thefe hardfhips, inconfiderable as they may feem, were grievous to 


perfons, of whom the greateft part had lived many years in the. 


gentle eafe of India. But fufferings which the hardieft cannot refift 
enfued: for the lower part of Bengal, between the two arms of the 


Ganges, is the moft unhealthy country in the world; and many. 


died of a malignant fever, which infected all the veffels. 

But, inftead of alleviating their diftreffes by that f{pirit of mutual 
good-will, which is fuppofed to prevail amongft companions in mi- 
fery, every one turned his mind to inviduous difcuffions of the 
caufes which had produced their misfortunes; although all feemed to 
expect a day when they fhould be reftored to Calcutta. The younger 
men in the company’s fervice, who had not held any part in the 
government, endeavoured to fix every kind of blame on their fu- 
periors, whom they withed to fee removed from ftations, to which 
they expected to fucceed. At the fame time, the members of the 
council accufed one another, all concurring to lay the feveret 


blame upon the governor; and thefe examples gave rife to the fame ` 


Vou. IJ. 
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{pirit of malevolence amongft thofe who could derive no benefit from 


their inyećtives, beyond the vanity of their temporary importance. 

The condu& of the military operations was void of method, fub- 
ordination, difcipline, and fkill. All the out-pofts were at too great 
a diftance from the fort; only the three or four neareft buildings 
fhould have been occupied: all beyond them blown up, or the floors 
of their upper ftories ruined. The walls of all the inclofures with- 
in the aim of mufket-fhot from the fort, fhould have been demo- 
lifhed, and the rubbifh removed. A ditch and palifade fhould have 
been carried on, if time admitted no more, at leaft in the weakeft 
parts, round the fort, efpecially along the warehoufes to the fouth. 
Shells fhould have been thrown wherever the enemy aflembled or 
took poft, and refolute fallies fhould have been made in the night 
into their open quarters, which in fuch a multitude mutt have been 
many. By thefe means the defence might have been protracted ten 
days, during which, if the Nabob could not be appeafed, the ar- 
rival of the fhips of the feafon would have fecured the retreat of 
the defenders and their families without danger. Although nothing 
of thefe operations was executed, the negle&t of them was not im- 
puted; but cowardice in general was reproached to thofe who firft 
left the fhore, and with little decency, by thofe who accompanied, 
or followed their flight, and all aflembled at Fulta, excepting three 
or four, were in one or other of thefe predicaments. 

The caufes to which the refentment of the Nabob was imputed, 
were more vague, but ca{t, if polfible, more blame. The paper, 
which was figned by Mr. Watts immediately after he was made 
prifoner at Coffimbuzar, was urged as a proof that the government 
of Bengal had been defrauded of vaft {ums by the abufe which the 
company’s agents had made of the dw/fucks or paflports for trade, 
which, itis faid, had been commonly fold to the Indian merchants 
refiding in the fettlement, who were not intitled to that privilege : 
but, although this fraud was fometimes committed by the indigent 
and profligate, the greate{t part of the Englifh commerce was carried 
on by men, whofe character and fortune placed them beyond the 
neceiity or fufpicion of fuch a meannefs: fo that this practice 
could not have been either fo frequent or injurious to the revenues of: 


Bengal, 
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Bengal, as the rapacious minifters of Surajah Dowlah might have 


1756. 


made him believe; more efpecially fince the Nabob Allaverdy ed 


never accufed the Englith of fuch illicit practices. The other article 
figned by Mr. Watts, concerning the protection given to the fubjects 
of the Nabob, was likewife infifted on ; although for fifteen years 
before Kiffendafs, the government had never claimed any perfons 
who took up their refidence in Calcutta. However, thefe reflections 
carrying againft no one in particular, it was boldly afferted, that the 
protection of Kiflendafs, which certainly did contribute to. the Na- 
bob's refentment, had been purchafed by large bribes: but this ac- 
cufation was abfurd, becaufe they muft have come through his hoft 
Omichund, whom the prefidency regarded as the firft, though la- 
tent caufe of all their calamities, and punifhed accordingly. It was 
likewife aflerted, that the governor, Mr. Drake, had written an in- 
folent letter to the Nabob, in anfwer to his order for demolifhing 
the fortifications; and that he fent a meflage of defiance to him 
by the {py who brought the letter concerning Kuffendafs : reports, 
for which no evidence was produced. 

There is fufficient teftimony to believe that the fagacity of Alla- 
verdy, refleCting on the fates of Nazirjing and Chunderfaheb, the 


fubfequent war in Coromandel, and the late reduétion of Angria, - 


and comparing thefe military exploits of the French and Englifh 
with the former humility of their condition in the Mogul’s do- 
‘minions, fhould have advifed his young fucceflor, Surajah Dowlah, 
to watch the military meafures of all the European fettlements in 
Bengal, and to fuffer no increafe in their garrifons, nor addition in 
their fortifications, and to crufh immediately whichfoever of them 
fhould manifeft any: fymptom of defiance, or confidence in their 
own ftrength; but at the fame time to give every encouragement 
to their commercial. views, not only as an effential benefit to the 
province, but likewife as the beft fecurity of their dependance on his 
government. This admitted, the diforderly brain of Surajah 
Dowlah, his exceffive cowardice, his tyrannical ideas, and the in- 
{tigations of his minions, reprefenting Calcutta as one of the 
richeft cities in the world, fufficiently account for his incapacity to 
diftinguith the neceflary feafon of carrying the advice of his prede- 
ceflor into execution, and for his inflexible perfeverance in a refolu- 

M 2 
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tion which flattered the pufillanimity and other vices of his own 
mind. 

The Englith at Fulta, notwithftanding their wrangles, agreed to 
acknowledge the authority of the governor, and of fuch others as 
had been members of the council at Calcutta, who in the begin- 
ning of July deputed Mr. Maningham, one of the members, with 
a military officer, to reprefent their condition to the prefidency of 
Madrafs, and to folicit the expedition of an armament to their 
affiftance. With them our narrative returns to the coaft of Corc- 
mandel. | 


ALL was loft before the prefidency of Madrafs even received in-- 
telligence of the danger; for the letters, advifing the furrender of 


- Coffimbuzar, did not arrive until the 15th of July. The experience 


of former embroilments between the European fettlements and the 


‘government of Bengal, fuggefted hopes that the Nabob would, as 
his predeceffors, be appeafed with a fum of money. But whether 


this or the worft fhould happen, it was deemed neceflary, in either 
cafe, to fend a reinforcement without delay; in the one, to render 
the fettlement more refpectable to the Nabob;' in the other, to 
afford refuge to fuch as might have efcaped the calamities of war. 
The fquadron under the command of Admiral Watfon, and the 
Delaware, one of the company’s fhips lately arrived from England, 


chanced at this time to be in the road of Madrafs: but, as it would 


have been highly imprudent to fend away, or divide the fquadron 
until the laft extremity, a detachment of 230 men, moftly Euro- 
peans, were fhipped on board the Delaware, under the command of 
Major Kilpatrick. They failed on the 2oth of July, and on the sth 
of Auguft arrived letters from the fugitives at Fulta, with details of 
the capture of Calcutta, which fcarcely created more horror and re- 
fentment than confternation and perplexity. 

We have faid that the prefidency was at this time preparing to 
fend a detachment of 300 Europeans with deputies to Salabadjing, 
who had folicited this affiftance to rid himfelf of the French army 
under the command of Mr. Buffy. The government of Pondi- 
cherry, as foon as they received intelligence that Mr. Buffy had 


2 taken 
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taken poffeftion of Charmaul, and that the maintenance of this poft 
againft their enemies was- the only probability of a reconciliation 
with them, refolved to fend the fuccours, which Mr. Buffy, fore-- 


feeing the event, had long before requefted, when he feparated from’ | 


Salabadjing at Sanore. Accordingly, 500 Europeans: and a train 
of field artillery were embarked on one of the French company’s: 


fhip’s called the Favorite. The fhip failed on the 15th of July... 


the very day that the prefidency of Madrafs received the firft intel- 
ligence of the diftreffes in Bengal: the troops were to be landed at’ 
Mafulipatam, from whence they were to-march to Golcondah.. 
Hitherto the French influence in the government of Salabadjing 
had been regarded as the evil which’ threatened the moft danger 
to the Englifh concerns in India, and the removal of it had been 
the conftant objet of their attention ; but it now became an im- 
mediate confideration, what refpet ought to be paid to this view, 
compared with the neceflity of reinftating the loft affairs in Bengal. 


Letters from England dated in the month of Auguft of the pre-~ 


ceding year had informed. the prefidencies: in India, that a war with 
France feemed inevitable, and that hoftilities would in all probability- 
commence very foon after the difpatch of thofe letters; which 
moreover gave intelligence that the French were preparing to fend’ 
a fleet of 19 fhips of war, with 3000 regular troops, from Breft to 
Pondicherry. On this it had been determined to make many im- 
provements and additions to the fortifications of Madrafs ; but as no 


particular work was yet compleated, what was done had rather 


weakened than augmented the ftrength of the place. 

The troops maintained by the Englifh and French governments: 
on the coaft of Coromandel were at this time nearly equal, each: 
confifting of about 2000 Europeans, and 10,000 Sepoys, who on both: 
fides were feparated in different garrifons and fituations in an extent of” 
600 miles. The detachment of 500 men fent to Mafulipatam had di- - 


_ minifhed the French force ferving in the Carnatic, to be by this. 


number, lefs than what the Englifh had in the province, exclufive of: 
their troops to the fouth of the Coleroon ; nor had the French as yet’ 
any {quadron in India to oppofe that under the command of Mr. 


Watfon;; 
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Watfon; but it was imagined that their expected armament would 
give them as decifivea fuperiority at fea, as on thore. 
On the other hand, a privation ef the Bengal inveftments for 
three years would ruin the Englifh company ; ind if the fettlements 
there were not immediately recovered, the French upon the arrival 
of their armament would urge and aflift Surajah Dowlah againtt 
any future attempts of the Englifh to re-eftablith themfelves in his 
dominions; in which cafe, an expedition to recover them would re- 
quire a large and {pecial armament: from England; where, perhaps, 
the national, exigencies in other parts of the world might not allow 
a force adequate to this fervice ; and where, at all events, the equip- 
ment could not be made but at a much greater expence than would 
be incurred by employing the force at this time ready on the coatt 
of Coromandel. At the fame time the national honour required 
immediate reparation, and the horrors of the dungeon cried-aloud for 
exemplary vengeance. 

Neverthelefs there prevailed in fome of the members of the 
council a ftrong propenfity, at all events, to aflift Salabadjing. The 
partizans of this opinion infifted, “ that, as a force fufficient to en- 
« counter the Nabob of Bengal with any probability of fuccefs, fub- 
<¢ ftraéted from Madrafs, would leave the Englifh in Coromandel to- 
« tally incapable of refifting the French after the arrival of their. ar- 
‘¢ mament; it was more expedient to fend the 50 gun fhip of Mr. 
« Watfon’s {quadron, and deputies, with a power to treat with the 
‘« Nabob. Ifthe negociation fhould prove unfuccefsful, the fhip, 
« with the force under Major Kilpatrick, were to make depredations 
‘* and reprifals; and, if they could, were to retake and maintain 
«c Calcutta, By this expedient, Coromandel, it was faid, would be 
«* preferved, Salabadjing might: be properly fupported againft Mr. 

_ © Bufly, and Mr. Watfon avoiding the encounter of the French 
- fquadron until his own fhould be fremfonced from England, might 
‘¢ then meet them on equal terms.” ‘Thefe arguments would ave 
appeared fpecious any where but in India. They were oppofed by 


one of the.members of the council, who, having refided nine years: 


in the company’s fervice at Calcutta, knew the ftrength and info- 
lence of the Moorith government in Bengal, believed that nothing but 


5 vigorous 
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Vigorous hoftilities would induce the Nabob to make peate or repara- 
tion, and confidered the force propofed as unequal even to the retaking 
of Calcutta: he therefore infifted “ that it ought to be fufficient to at- 
« tack the Nabob even in his capital of Muxadavad; at leaft, a 
‘* battalion of 800 Europeans, with as many Sepoys as could be 
“* tranfported, not lefs than 1 500% that as the {quadron, if divided, 
“* would be of little fervice any where, the whole fhould proceed 
‘* to Bengal; that fuch an armament would foon decide the con- 
** teft; that after peace was made, the fquadron, with a large patt 
“< of the troops, might return to the coaft, and arrive in the month 
‘of April; before which time, the nature of the Monfoons ren- 
“* dered it improbable that the French armament, fince it had not 
‘“ yet appeared, would be able to make their paflage to the coaft. 
“« In the mean time the detachment fent to the relief of Mr. 
“ Bufly had deprived the government of Pondicherry of the 
‘¢ means of making any attempts in the Carnatic, which the 
‘* force of Madrafs could not eafily fruftrate.” This opinion, after 
many and repeated objections, became at laft the unanimous fenfe 
of the council. 

This refolution was communicated to Admiral Watfon, who, 
after confulting his council of war, confented to it. Some difficul- 
ties arofe about the difpofition of the captures which might be 


made by the fquadron; but this was foon adjufted by an agree- 


ment, that whatfoever property fhould be taken which had be- 
longed either to the company, or to Englifh individuals, or even to 


natives, who were tenants‘of the company when the Nabob com- ` 


menced hoftilities, fhould be reftored without diminution to the 
proprietors ; but that whatfoever fhould be’taken which had never 
belonged either to the company, or to fuch as were under their 
protection, fhould become without participation or referve the pro- 
perty of the fquadron.. 

But other points of equal moment to the fuccefs of the expedition’ 
fill remained to: be decided; and, indeed, by having been mingled 


without diftin€tion with the more general queftions, they had helped. 


not a little to perplex and protra& the deliberations of the council. 
` 'Thefe points were: Who fhould command the land forces? What 


fhould 


pore 


THE War or COROMANDER. Book VI. 


fhould be the extent of his authority in military operations, and 
in negotiatiohs with the Nabob? In what dependance or relation 
he ought to ftand to the late governor and council of Calcutta? 
How far their authority as a prefidency ought to be maintained or 
impaired? 
Each of the remaining council of Bengal had written feparate 
Jetters to the prefidency of Madrafs, in which fuch mifdemeanours 
and mifconduét were reciprocally imputed to all the others, that, 
if no allowance had been made for the prejudices of exafperated ad- 
verfity, it would have been abfurd to intruft the re-eftablifhment 
of the company’s affairs to thofe, who, by their own accounts, had 
ruined them; and, indeed, enough of the caufes and progrefs of 
the calamities in Bengal were not at this time fufficiently developed, 
to exempt the late prefidency of Calcutta from much blame. The 
difficulty of deciding concerning their authority fuggefted to Mr. 
Pigot, the Governor of Madrafs, a defire to go himfelf to Benga! 
as commander of the army, and with full powers, as the compa- 
ny’s reprefentative in all other affairs: but he wanted military ex- 
‘perience, nor had the council authority to give fo extenfive a com- 
miffion to any individual. Colonel Adlercron then claimed the 
military command, offering to go with his whole regiment; but he 
wanted experience in the ineplan warfare of India, and his powers 
“were independent of the company’s agents. The climate of Bengal 
was fo adverfe to an afthmatic diforder, with which Colonel Tec 
rence was afflicted, that it was thought he would be difabled, from 
that inceffant activity requifite to the fuccefs of this expedition, of 
which the termination was limited to acertain time. Colonel Clive 
was therefore chofen to command the troops. ‘To affure the exertion 
oe the moft ee rantes until peace was ipade; and then jie 


dë power in all (aitieaiy. matters and operations, and in 
ence to os a bim pep money, and empower him to draw 
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a large {um of money. Mr. Manningham, who had been fent from 
F ita as their reprefentative, objected {trongly to the powers given 
to Clive, as derogating from the authority of that prefidency, and 
contrary to the inftitutions of the company. Two months pafled in 
debates, before thefe final refolutions were taken, and then the em- 
barkation began. The floop of war belonging to the fquadron had 
been difpatched fome time before, to inform the Englith at Fulta 
of the intended armament, and to exhort them not to quit the river 
in defpair of affiftance. 

The {quadron confifted of the Kent of 64, Cumberland of 70; 
Tyger of 60, Salifbury of 50, Bridgwater of 20 guns, and a fire- 
{hip ; to which were added, as tranfports, three of the company’s 
fhips, and two {maller veflels. On board of this fleet were embarked 
goo Europoans and 1500 Sepoys; 250 of the Europeans were of 
Adlereron’s regiment ; the reft, the beft men of the company’s troops. 
It was EA to fend more Sepoys as conveyances fhould offer. 
Admiral Watfon hoifted his flag in the Kent ; and Admiral Pocock 
in the Cumberland. Colonel Clive embarked in the Kent; he car- 
ried letters written by Salabadjing the Soubah of the Decan, and 
Mahomedally Nabob of Arcot, as well as from Mr. Pigot, exhort- 
ing Surajah Dowlah, to make immediate reparation for the injuries, 
and calamities which the Englifh had fuffered from his unprovoked 
refentment. The inftru€tions to Clive recommended the attack of 
Muxadavad itfelf, if the Nabob continued obftinate ; and the cap- 
ture of the French fettlement at Chandernagore, if the news of a 
war with France fhould arrive whilft the troops remained in-Bengal. 
The fleet fet fail on the Poor of October, and were out of fight t the 
next day. 

This effort to recover the fettlements in Bengal left the forces 
of Madrafs too much diminifhed to detach to fucha diftance as 


_Golcondah a body of troops fufficient to affift Salabadjing effe&u- 


ally againft the French army with Mr. Bufly ; and as a few would 
be of no fervice, and might be loft, it was refolved to fend none. 
In the mean time the French ¢ annoys were maintaining theix ground 
in Charmaul. 
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On the fame evening that they took pofleffion of this poft, detach- 
ments were ftationed in two others ; the one was a large habitation 
called Gauchmaul, ftanding in a {pacious and walled enclofure, almoft 
opporite to Charmaul, about 400 yards on the other fide of the 
river Moufli; in this poft were lodged 300 Sepoys. The other 
was an edifice called Daudmu/, built on a rifing ground very near 
the weftern fide of Charmaul, which it overlooked. It was an 
ancient and very fingular ftruéture, confifting of two ftories of arched 
mafonty, each ftory difpofed in feveral ranges of arches, and the 
upper covered by a terrafs ftrong enough to endure the fervice of 


‘cannon. Four twelve pounders were mounted on this terrafs, and 


the adjoining ftreets and avenues were barricaded: the guard here, 
befides the artillery men, was 500 Sepoys, with feveral European 
officers of experience. 

On the 6th of July, the day after the army entered Charmaul, 
1000 Sepoys, with all the European cavalry and fix field pieces, 
went out in the evening with intention to beat up the Morratoes 


in their camp, which continued in its firft fituation, about feven 


miles to the weft; but they had taken the alarm, and abandoned 
the camp before the detachment arrived. The next night another 
detachment with more fuccefs beat up one of their parties in a gar- 


den on the eaftern fide of the town. The French troops now took 


pofieffion of all the magazines in the city which belonged to the go- 
vernment, and likewife carried away all the cannon which were 
mounted on the walls, not that they wanted artillery, but in order 
to withdraw them from the enemy. The interval between the 


i ranges of building and the tank in Charmaul was planted with rows 


of palmira and coco-nut trees; which were now cut down, and 
wii eae pee Ss phap {caffolds were e erected AIRA various 
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camped within three miles of the city under the rock and fortrefs of 

Golcondah, probably with an idea of protection from the guns of the 

fortrefs ; but Candagla, one of their generals, who commanded 2000 

horfe, encamped with them at the bank of the river about half way 
between Golcondah and the city, where they were the next night 
beaten up by a detachment of 500 Sepoys with the huffars. “They 
fled, leaving many of their horfes picqueted in the camp, and even 
the military drums and cymbals of their commander : but the French 
detachment did not lofe a man. 

The rainy weather prevented any more fallies for feveral days : 
mean while the numbers of the enemy increafed greatly. The 
Phoufdars, or, as they are commonly called, the Nabobs of Kanoul 
and Condanore, came each with 3000 Pitans well mounted: other 

chiefs of the fame rank, and Eg of inferior, as well Mahomedan 
as Indian, brought their troops: for every tributary and dependant 
in the vaft viceroyalty of the Decan had been fummoned. But fe- 
veral of thefe chiefs, efpecially Kanoul, privately aflured Mr. Buffy 
they did not intend to a& effectually againft him. 

On the roth arrived Jaffer Ally Khan, much exafperated at the 
death of his nephew, with 3000 horfe, 3000 foot, and the firft di- 
vifion of artillery, confifting of 20 pieces of cannon. The main 
body of the army with which Salabadjing and Shanavaz Khan re- 
mained, moving only four miles a day, was full at a confiderable 
diftance. Jaffier Ally immediately held a council of war, in which 
it was refolved to ftreighten the blockade of Charmaul, and to 


gt 


1756. 


begin by taking poffefion of the moft advantageous pofts in the city 


itfelf. 

Mr. Bufiy received immediate intelligence of this council; he 
had hitherto refrained from diftreffing the inhabitants ; but now, in 
order to deter the enemy from eftablifhing themfelves in the city, 
he pofted a detachment at an edifice ftanding in the high ftreet, and 
called Charminarets, or the four towers; it was a fquare piazza of 
arches, having at each end a tower 60 feet high, with balconies at 


the top, from which the Mahomedan prieft calls the people to. 
N 2 prayers 5 
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~ prayers; fome mifchief might be done with muiketry from thefe 

= balconies, and the loop-holes, which gave light to the winding ftairs ; 

à but there were no means of employing artillery in the tops, ios they 

. were vaulted ; nor within, for there were neither floors or landing- 

places 3 never ‘thelefs feveral fimall pieces of cannon were pointed out 
of the loop-holes, from a conviction that the enemy would not im- 
mediately difcern their inutility. Mr. Bufly then informed Jaffier 
Ally, that if any of his troops entered the city, he would deftroy the 
whole with fire; and this menace {topped his intention ; he how- 
ever ftationed an advanced detachment where Gandapla had en- 
camped, which was beaten up and difperfed the next night by a party 
of 50 Europeas and 500 Sepoys. The rains immediately after, fall- 
ing again heavier, and lafting longer than before, hindered all en- 
terprizes in the field for a fortnight. 

Some months before Mr. Bufly had commiffioned the French 
agents at Surat to levy a body either of Abyffinians or Arabs, whom, 
as being of more courage and endurance, he intended to. -difcipline 

as the choiceft of his Sepoys. Six hundred had been collected, and 
were on their march, when Mr. Bufly arrived at Hydrabad, and the 
enemy hearing of their approach detached Janogee Nimbulcar with 
his 3000 Morratoes to intercept them. ‘The Morratoes met them 
on the road fome miles on this fide of Aurungabad, and harrafied 
them continually for three days ;. during which they killed fifty ; 
one hundred and fifty difperfed, and the remaining four hundre ed,’ 
worn out with fatigue, furrendered : Janogee returned with his pri- 
-> foners to the camp, and- mo a in the fortr efs of seere 
but treated them well. 

The. weather having cleared on the 26th, a detachment with 
three field-pieces marched in the evening, and at midnight attacked 
rt of the enemy’s camp, where they kept their artillery ; the 
e of bullocks in this quarter, {cared by the firing, encreafed 
fion poa: the AA : the iin -of Seidat tosk the alarm 
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fuccefs, and they returned, having fpiked up only three of the guns 
‘in the enemy’s camp. ; 

The next day came up 4000 Sepoys under the command of Mur- 
zafabeg. ‘This: man commanded the Sepoys of the detachment with 
which Mr. Buffy firft marched into the Decan in. 1 751. ‘The next 
year he left Mr. Bufly when at Beder, and, raifing a body of 
Sepoys on his own account, took fervice with Balagerow, whom he 
left when’ before Seringapatam in 1755, and went over to the 
Myforeans ; from thence he went to the Nabob of Sanore, ‘and. was. 
in this place when invefted in the beginning of the prefent year 
by Salabadjing and Balagerow. Having during his command of 
the French Sepoys gained the attachment of moft of their officers. 
by largeffes and other compliances, he had ever fince continued a. 
correfpondence amongft them, whenever they were in the field, 
in conjunction. with, or near, the armies.in which. he was ferving,. 
as Mr. Buffy had experienced in the campaigns of Myfore and 
Sanore. This quality, and the military experience which he was 
fuppofed to have acquired whilft in the French fervice, induced. 
Shanavaze Khan to hire him, as foon as it was known that Mr. 
Buffy had determined to make a ftand at Hydrabad.., Murzafabeg, 
as foon as engaged, made forced marches before the main body, and. 
fent his emiflaries forward: and on the very day of his arrival at 


Hydrabad, a whole company of French Sepoys, who went out into: 


the plain under pretence of exerciling, marched away, their firelocks 
fhouldered, and joined him at Golcondah. 

The next day the whole army moved. from hence with twenty: 
pieces of cannon under his direction, and at noon appeared to the 
weftward within a mile of Charmaul. The infantry and artillery 
took pofleffion of all the eminences ; and the cavalry drew up in the- 


intervals, where the ground was plain. immediately 250 of the. 
~ French battalion and 1000 Sepoys, with fix field-pieces, marched out’ 


to\try them, whilft the reft remained in their pofts ready to act as 
occafion fhould require ; and two pieces of cannon were mounted on- 


the tower in the N. w. angle of Charmaul, which commanded a — 
view of the field. The detachment defpifed the enemy fo much, that — 


they- 
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1706. they ventured to feparate into three divifions, and each with two of 

—~— the field-pieces advanced againft different bodies of infantry, at a con- 

fiderable diftance from eaeh other. The cavalry every where flung 
themfelves between, and continually furrounded the three divifions, 
whofe deftru@ion to a ftranger would have feemed inevitable; and 
indeed nothing but the firm reliance on the general difcipline could 
have warranted the hazard, or have furmounted the danger ; but 
with this advantage and the dexterity of the field-pieces, each di- 
vifion either fufficed to its own defence, or, when prefled, received 
ailiftance from. one of the others. In the different evolutions the 
enemy's cavalry were often within reach of the two guns at Char- 
maul, of which even the random fhot did execution, whilft the ene- 
my’s cannon were fired, although continually, with very little ef- 
fe&. Their infantry did nothing but fhift from fafe ground to 
fafer, and fire with fear. In this variety of fights the engagement 
lafted five hours, and did not ceafe until the fun was fet ; the French 
troops fired 35000 mufket cartridges, and goo from their field-pieces ; 
125 of the enemy’s horfes were counted dead on the plain; by 
which the total of their lofs muft havé been confiderable. That 
of the French was flight ; fix Sepoys killed, and thirty wounded : 
of the Europeans none killed, and only four wounded. 

j 19 a “Two days after, on the 1ft of Auguft, came up Salabadjing him- 
felf, and the main body of the army. A council was immediately 
held, in which Murzafar Khan propofed a general affault on Char- 
maul. This deliberation was in a few hours communicated to Mr. 
Bufly, who immediately demolifhed feveral of the adjacent houfes ; 
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but the attack was not made. The intrigues of Murzafar Khan had 
already pervaded the whole body of Sepoys, and the greatéft part of 
them had promifed him to defert with their arms, the firft time they 
fhould be led into the field: their correfpondence was difcovered ; 
and determined Mr. Buffy to make no more fallies. 
By this time reinforcements were approaching. Mr. Moracin, the 
_ French chief of Mafulipatam, on the firft advices of the rupture at- 
Sanore, had collected 160 Europeans and 700 Sepoys, which, with 
five field pieces, marched in the middle of July, under the command 
of 
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of Mr. Law, the fame officer who capitulated at Seringham j n.17 525 ; 
but when arrived at Bezoara, about 40 miles inland, exceffive rains de- 
tained them here feveral days. In the interval the Favorite arrived 
at Mafulipatam with the troops from Pondicherry, of which, all i iy 
condition, marched immediately ; but were fo much retarded by the 
rains, and the inundations of the Krifina, that they did not arrive 
at Bezoara until the 3d of Auguft, when the whole, now 480 Eu- 
ropeans, 1100 Carters and rx field-pieces, proceeded, and arrived on: 
the roth within fifteen leagues of Hydrabad. ' 
The miniftry of Salabadjing determined to intercept this reinforce- 
ment : all the Morratoes, 12000, other fmaller bodies amounting to- 
4000, in all 16000 cavalry, with infantry of various denominations. 
and commands, to the number of 10,000, were ordered on this fer- 
vice. Mr. Buffy, as ufual, received information what troops were 
appointed ; he was STE acquainted with all the commanders, 
had been of ufe to feveral of them, and had lately received fome 
marks of good.will from Janogi and Ramchundur, who commanded 
6000 of the Morratoes. He therefore propofed a conference, which 
was accepted by feveral of thefe chiefs, who repaired i in the night to a 
tent pitched on the other fide of the river near Gauchmaul, where he 
met them unattended and alone. Wanting pofitive knowledge of 
what pafled in this interview, we cone that he wrought upon 
them by promifes of greater advantag ges, if he fhould be ead to. 
his former influence in the government of Salabadjing,, than they- 
could expect, either from the gratitude of Shanavaze Khan, or the: - 
friendfhip of the Enghth, a it was believed, were to take the 
place of the French, in the army and councils of the Decan. They 
promifed not to ac againft the reinforcement with any efficacy, and 
only as much as might be neceffary to fave appearances, confirmed 
thefe affurances by their oaths, and gave Mr. Buffy the diftin&tions: 
and colours of their refpećtive banners, of which he immediately ` 
di{patched information to Mr. Law, as: enfigns from which he 
would have nothing to fear. 
The reinforcement continued their march on the 1 ith; and had 
now to pafs a tract of mountainous country covered with rocks and. 


thick: 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


TA THe War or CoroMANDEL. Book VI. 
E | aS. thick woods, which they entered, marching in a file of four abreatt. 


The advanced guard were 400 fepoys, under the:command of an 
officer named Mahmood Khan. After marching five hours, in which 
they” had only advanced nine miles, fome parties of the’enemy were į 
defcried’ forward in the road; on which Mahmood Khan, as ifim- ; 
patient to attack them, quickened the pace of the Sepoys. The cap- 
pes tain of the grenadiers, whofe company followed next in the line, 
feat orders to him to halt, which he' difregarded ; and as foon as 
the Sepoys | were out of“ fight, fome irregular firing was heard: foon f 
after came a meflenger, reguefting the grenadiers would advance } 
3 to their affiftance, who he faid were furrounded by the enemy ; but 
the captain having fufpicions fent forward {couts, who difcovered 
the banners of the Sepoys mixing quietly with thofe of the enemy. 
This treachery was cifected by the intrigues of Murzafar Khan, 
who was here in perfon, and immediately began to attack the 
French line with thefe very Sepoys, and the whole of the infantry 
of Salabadjing’s army fenton this fervice, which was committed 
a to his dire€tion. Befides the ufual and lighter arms a part of the in- 
i fantry weilded 2000 caytocks, a fire-arm frequently made ufe of 
in Europe in the early times of gun-powder, and then called a wall- 
piece; but at prefent rarely ufed, excepting in Indoftan and the 
eaftermoft parts of Afia: it is a gun eight or.ten feet in the barrel, 
: carrying a ball of one, two, or three ounces; and under the mid- 
dle of the barrel is fixed by a fwivel, either one iron fpike, or two, 
which open crofsways, and being amen in the ground fupport the À 
jece and affure i its aim: it carries far at in but the larger a 
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aa and A other epee were annoying the line 
rocks and thickets on either hand. At noon the line, 
open ground, where they halted; and the fall of a heavy 
rain Sora the enemy’s powder, and put an end to 
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They retired toa hill half a league diftant, and took poffeffion-of 1756- 
a village at the foot of it, called Gorampally, which the French ` 
troops marched before day-break to attack, and found. all the ene- 
my’s cavalry in the field; by whom they were foon furrounded. 
Ramchunder and Janogee, according to their promifes, aéted only 
in fhew, which Mr. Law admired, and could not account for, not 
having yet received the information concerning them frm Mr. Buf- 
fy; but Candagla, who had rejected his proffers, ated more effi- 
cacioufly, attacking the baggage in the rear, and difperfed the whole 
train of oxen on which it was laden. The troops in the village made 
little refiftance, and the reinforcement refted there during the re- 
mainder of the day. Hitherto only one European and three or four 
Sepoys had been killed, and twelve of both wounded, but by the 
flight of the coolies and the fearing of the oxen all their provifions 
were loft, and the troops were obliged for their meal to kill fome of | 
the draught-bullocks of the artillery. 

At noon Mr. Law received the letter from Mr. -Buffy, with in- 
formation of fuch of the enemy’s banners as did not intend to aé& 
vigoroufly, and at feven in the evening renewed his march. The 
next ftage was Meliapore, 15 miles from Gorampally, and the 
whole way through difficult defiles. The enemy with unufual alert- 
nefs, although it was night, fent forward all their infantry to line 
the thickets; and Mr. Law, as the ufe of the field-pieces greatly’ 
retarded the march, only oppofed the enemy with platoons, which 
were detached to wherefoever the fire came from. At feven in the 
morning the line arrived at Meliapore, and took poft ima ruined mud 
fort near thé town. Only two men had been killed, and three 
wounded; but all were exhaufted with fatigue, and every carnage 
wanted repair; and the next march was more difficult than any 
of the former. It was therefore refolved to remain at Meliapore un- 
til the men were entirely recovered ; but this repofe led them into i: 
reflections, always dangerous when troops are in dangerous Circum- a 
. ftances : and very foon the whole body were pended that shey had es 
done all that was pofftble, and that it now behoved the of e 
Charmoul to a@ likewife, and march to their relief. The r 
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inftead of reprefling, caught, the defpondency, and prevailed on Mr. 
Law to difpatch a letter to Mr. Bufly, exprefling their doubts and 
anxiety concerning the farther progre{s of the reinforcement. 

In the mean time the news of Mahmood Cawn’s defe&ion had 
been {pread with exaggeration through the main camp at Golcondah, 
and encouraged the miniftry to fend more troops againft the rein- 
forcement. Mr. Buffy, to reprefs this intention, fent in the night of 
the 12th a ftrong party, confifting entirely of Europeans, to beat up 
the advanced guards of the camp, and the attack was made with much 
fuccefs; but on the fame night he received the letter from Mr. 
Law, which encreafed his perplexity; becaufe he could not truft 
his Sepoys in the field where their feducer Murzafacawn acted, nor 
could he without equal imprudence fend a number of Europeans fuf- 
ficient to make their way to Meliapore. Judging, however, from 
his own experience in various conjun¢tures, he deemed the reinforce- 
ment {trong enough to accomplifh the remaining, as they had the 
preceding part of the march, provided the officers led them with in- 
trepidity ; and in this conviction he wrote to Mr. Law, commanding 
him, in the name of the King, to march immediately, and at all 
events, on the receipt of the letter. Not doubting, likewife, that 
the miniftry of Salabadjing, if they fhould hear of the defpondency 
of the reinforcement, would make an utmoft effort in this time of 
decifion, unlefs deterred by the ftrongeft apprehenfions, he the 
next day pitched his own tent, which was very con{picuous, and en- 
camped with 150 Europeans-and 300 fepoys, on the ftrand above 
the bridge on the other fide of the river Mouf. The numbers were 
fiudioufly magnified, and, with the prefence of Mr. Bufly in the field, 
infpired fuch a variety of apprehenfions concerning his defigns in the 
camp at at Golcondah, that they even recalled the detachments they 
had fent the day before. 

The peremptory order from Mr. Buffy at Meliapore arrived in the 
morning of the 14th, and Mr. Law immediately iffued orders to 
march. The reinforcement, although they had remained four days. 
and three nights at Meliapore, had not got the reft they wanted ;, 
for the fort was in feveral parts open, and the enemy had har- 
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raffled them continually with fkirmifhes, even by night as well as 
day. At nine at night they began their march, the-preparations. 
for which had been perceived, and gave the enemy time to make. 


their own. The road for the firft four miles winded through defiles - 


in the rugged rock, over which carriages could not pafs without at- 
tention to every turn of the wheel. The enemy in feveral places 
felled the wood acrofs the road, and all their infantry were in pof 
feflion of the moft advantageous {tations before the French troops en- 
tered the defiles; and their fire, efpecially from the caytocks, was 
much better directed than againft the former marches. Men began 
to fall in the firft difcharges ; no general rules of aétion could be ob- 
ferved; to get onward was the only principle; it was now become 
fortunate for the French line that they had no baggage, and nothing. 
to defend but themfelves and their artillery; which, although a great 
encumbrance in the defiles, was to be their beft refource when out 
of them. A large body of the enemy’s cavalry, led by Candagla the 
Morattoe, followed the line into the defile, and through the night. 
endeavoured to retard the march by their din and clamours, but as 
foon as it was light, a€ted with more efficacy: for, as many as the. 


road permitted charged the rear, although the guard confifted -en--- 


tirely of Europeans, and had two field-pieces: it was commanded. 
by D’Arambure, an officer of proved gallantry, and next in rank tor 
Mr. Law. Still repulfed, the cavalry ftill renewed their: onfets. 
Europeans were cut down, and Morattoes fhot at the very muzzles 
ef the guns; At fun-rife the van of the line came to the iflue of 
the defile, againft which the enemy had planted. all their: cannon, 
20 pieces; behind which appeared all the cavalry: which had hot’ 
followed in the rear: but they feemed to rely on the artillery more 
than on themfelves, which was fo ill ferved, that it neither inter- 
rupted the troops in iffuing out of the defile, nor afterwards from) 
forming in the opening; when the field-pieces, as they came out, 


were turned to {cour the thickets behind, and foon drove away- 


“what parties of the enemy were ftill molefting the remaining part 


of the line. Whilft the troops were forming, the enemy’s cavalry. 


and cannon in the front haftened onward, to pafs a {mall river called 
O 2 < Cingoram, 
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Cingoram, about a mile from the thickets, and drew up on the 
other fide. The cavalry, with Candagla, followed the French troops. 
as they marched towards the river ; the approach to which on both 


fides was a defcent.. All the field-pieces were ordered to remain 


on the hither-bank, until the reft of the troops had paffed; and 
this fervice was likewife committed to D’Arambure, who judicioufly 
divided their fire againft the enemy on the other fide, and thofe in 
his rear, which kept both at a diftance, until the whole of rank and 
file had crofled and formed, and were able to defend themfelves 
againit the enemy on that fide; when the cannon were fent over 
one by one, during which the remaining continued to awe the 
enemy on the fide they ftood, againft whom every piece, as foon 
as it landed on the other fide, was likewife pointed; and parties. of 
the battalion likewife waded into the ftream ready to refcue the laft 
pieces. But the cavalry had already fuffered too much at a diftance, 
to venture this nearer rifque, and all the lofs which the French line 
fuftained, after leaving the thickets until they had pafled the river, 
was by the caytocks and other fire-arms of the enemy, fheltered 
wherever they found fafe cover. The country forward from the 
river, although not plain, was open, and the French troops were 
animated with new alacrity by the view of the {pires of Hyderabad, 
which now appeared in fight. The whole of the encmy’s cavalry 
moved on as they, and furrounded them on all fides, but made. no 
effectual attacks; for thofe who were willing, were difpirited by the 
backwardnefs of the great body of Morattoes commanded by Rum- 
chunder and Janogee Nimbulcar, who acted faintly according to 
their engagements with Mr. Buffy. At length, at five in the-after- 
noon, the reinforcement arrived at the town of Aydnagur, fituated. 
fix mules from the river Cingoram, and the fame diftance from Hy- 
derabad. They had been 18 hours without refpite in march and 
aĝion ; during which 25 Europeans, of whom two were officers, 
were killed, and 65 wounded. The Sepoys fuffered more. The 
enemy, it was faid, loft 800 horfes and more than 2000 men : the 
French fired 40,000. mufket-eartridges, befides their field-pieces. 
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At Aydnagur they found fome fcanty provifions, of which they 
were in much need: at nine -in the evening, Mr. Buffy received 
intelligence of their arrival, and immediately detached 140 Europeans 
and 1000 Sepoys, with carriages, to bring the fick and wounded, 
and 20 mules, laden with provifions ready drefied. He at the fame 
time detached another party, to give alarm to the camp at Golcon- 
dah, in order to prevent them from fending any troops to interrupt 
the march of thofe proceeding to Aydnagur, who arrived there at 
fourin the morning without moleftation. At fix all were in march 
again from Aydnagur, and at ten arrived at the city of Hyderabad, 
having met with no interruption, nor even feen any of the enemy 
in the way; for they had all been recalled during the night to the 
camp at’Golcondah. Mr. Buffy received the reinforcement with 
the acknowledgements due to their perfeverance and valour; and 
they were fcarcely arrived, before he received a meflenger fent on 
a dromedary by Salabadjing with propofals of peace, and affur— 
ances that he had ordered all hoftilities to ceafe. Mr. Buffy 
anfwered, that he was not averfe to a reconciliation, but that his. 
reinforcement was arrived, and he feared nothing the Soubah’s army 
could do. : 

The negociation neverthelefs continued. Mr. Buffy demanded, 
that Murzafar Khan and the late deferter Mahmood Khan'fhould 
be delivered up to him. Salabadjing replied, that as a prince he 
could not, without lofing the confidence of the whole world, fur- 
render any perfons whom he had received into his fervice and pay, 
but that he fhould not impede any means that might be employed 
to make them prifoners. The conjunéture did not admit of any 
{tipulation for the removal of the minifter Shanavaze Khan. Jaf- 
fier Ally Khan, the old Nabob of Rajahmundrum, came and made. 
his fubmiffions to Mr. Bufly, blaming himfelf much for having 
taken part with men, whofe views and underftandings, he faid, he 
had now every reafon to defpife. Janogee Nimbulcar delivered the 
Arabs and Abyffins he had confined in the fortrefs of Golcondah, 
but kept- their arms. Every thing being fettled, Mahomed Huf- 


fein, the king’s Decan, accompanied by the ‘principal lords of the 


court, 
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court, vifited Mr: Bufly in his tent on the 2oth, and the fame day 
Mr. Bufiy proceeded, with an efcort of 300 Europeans and 1000 
Sepoys, to pay his refpects to Salabadjing, who received him with 
the diflinStions of an officer in the Mogul government, fecond 
only to himfelf. The interview was courteous, and the protefta- 
tions folemn. No hints were given of the late difagreements, and 
future meafures were concerted with much feeming confidence. 
New patents were immediately prepared, and letters difpatched 
through all the governments of the Decan, to deftroy the impref- 
fons which had been made by thofe written during the rupture. 

Thus ended this diftrefs; the greateft in which Mr. Butiy had 
been involved fince his command in the Decan. Nor would his 
perfeverance and refolution alone have fufficed, without the fagacity 
of his character, and the influence of his reputation. 

Befides the provifions which were laid in ftore, the army at Char- 
maul was conftantly fupplied with cattle for the fhambles, and fo- 
rage for the horfes, oxen, camels, and elephants, by bands of a 


people called Lamballis, peculiar to the Decan, who are continually 


moving up and down the country with their flocks, and contra& to 
furnifh the armies in the field. The union amongtt all thefe bands 
renders each refpeCtable even to the enemy of the army they are 
fupplying ; but they are not permitted to deal with places befieged ; 
nevertheleis Mr. Bufly furmounted this objection, by bribing the 
Morratoes, who, for the fake of marauding, undertook the pa- 
troles of Salabadjing’s army, to let the Lamballis pafs in the night, 
and it was efpecially concerted, that the convoys fhould come in on 
the nights when the French troops made fallies on the enemy’s 
quarters. 

But money was equally neceflary, and the want of it had well 
nigh reduced him to quit Charmaul; for he had exhaufted the 
public, his own, and all he could borrow on his own credit, and 
had no means of raifing more, excepting by giving refcripts on the 
revenues of the four ceded provinces; but moft of the renters and 
polygars of thofe countries were, in the prefent conjunture, encou- 
raged to withhold them by the letters which they received from the 
miniftry of Salabadjing, and {till more by the practices of Ibrahim 

Cawn, 


- 
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Cawn, the governor of Chicacole, who, although raifed by Mr. 
Bufly to this poft, from the command of a company of Sepoys, 
difavowed the French authority, and declared himfelf only fubje& 
to Salabadjing, as foon as he heard that the French army had 
{topped at Hyderabad; on the news of which, the bankers, who 
had hitherto fupplied Mr. Bufly, agreed that it was not fafe to ad- 
vance money on thefe refcripts, nor on any other fecurity which 
he might offer: but Vizeramrauze, the Rajah of Vizianagur in 
Chicacole, judging with more fagacity than Ibrahim Ally, ordered 
his agents at Golcondalh to aflure Mr. Bufiy of his fidelity and the 
regular payment of his tributes; and one night, when little ex- 
pected, and moft wanted, a man came to Charmaul, and, being 
permitted to {peak in private with Mr. Buffy, delivered with the 
meflage of Vizeramrauze a fum of gold, as much as he could carry 
concealed under his garments. It was fufficient for the. prefent 
want, and the fame man afterwards furnifhed more as neceflary. 

On the day of the reconciliation, Murzafer Khan and the deferter 
Mahmood Khan moved, and encamping with their Sepoys in a 
{trong fituation at-fome diftance from Golcondah, where they relied 
on the affurances of protection which they had received from the 
wife of Salabadjing, who held the firft rank in his feraglio. Mr. 
Buffy neverthelefs {ent out parties on feveral nights to furprize 
them, and Mahmood Khan was taken; but from confideration of 
his former fervices, and the good-will borne to him by the French 


Sepovs in general, his life was fpared. Murzafer Khan main- 
poy g ’ 


tained his ground fome weeks longer, until his Sepoys began to 
mutiny for want of pay, when fome of them proffered Mr. Bufly 


to deliver him up, who fent a party to receive him; buta little 
while before the party arrived, he efcaped with a few attendants, | 


and went to Poni, where he entered again imto the fervice of Ba- 
lagerow, by whom he was fome time after put to death, for a con- 
{piracy ; 
No other military operations happened during the reft of the 
year at Golcondah. Shanavaze Khan continued to manage the af- 


fairs of the government as duan ; and Mr. Bufly interfered little i in 
i bis 
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1756. his purpofes, having taken the refolution to proceed, with the 
; greateft part of the troops under his immediate command, to reprefs 
a . the infurre@tions, and regulate the government, in the ceded pro- 
vinccs. On the 16th of November, he began his march, with 500 
Europeans and 4009 Sepoys, leaving 100 Europeans and rooo Se- 
poys with Salabadjing at Golcondah, whe towards the end of the 
year prepared to proceed to Aurengabad. 

The armament to Bengal had not only deprived the prefidency of 
Madrafs of the means of diftrefling the French affairs in the Decan, 
but left them without the power of making any military efforts in \ i} 
the province of Arcot. No prefiing occafions had required the fer- ; 
vice of their forces in the field in this part of the dominions of : 
their ally, the Nabob Mohamed Ally ; but the confufions which had 
induced the prefidency to fend Mohamed Iffoof into the Mapura 
and TINrvELLy countries had not fubfided, when his miffion itfelf 
produced new difturbances. 

This officer with Maphuze Khan, and their refpective troops, re- 
| mained at Chevelpetore during the months of June and July, and 

all the adjoining Polygars had either made their fubmiflions, or 
feemed willing to be quiet. He then requefted Maphuze Khan to 
march out of the country, and proceed with his troops to Arcot, 
according to the injunctions of his brother the Nabob, who would 
be ready to fettle accounts with him, and pay what arrears might 
be due to his foldiery. Maphuze Khan acquiefced without objec- 
tion, and Mahomed Iffoof fent with his camp the 18° pounder he i 
had brought from Tritchinopoly, that it might be depofited in D 
Madura, becaufe it encumbered his march up and down the country; 
and a company of Sepoys went to take care of the 18 pounder on 
the road. He then allotted fix companies to garrifon Chevelpetore, 
and guard the adjacent country ; and with the reft, about 2000, in 
which were mcluded thofe levied by the Nabob and fent’ to Ma- 
phuze Khan, he proceeded from Chevelpetore on the 1ft of Auguft, 
~and on the roth arrived at the town of Tinivelly. 
-By this time the prefidency of Madrafs had made arrangements for 


the management of thefe countries, and concluded an agreement with | 
Moodilee, WE 
< 3 
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Moodilee, the native of Tinivelly, who came to Madrafs on this 

purpofe in the month of April. The fouthern and more fertile dif- 

trits, which in former times belonged to the kingdom of Madura, 

had by various alterations and appropriations been annexed to the 

government, and intermingled with the rent-rolls, of Tinivelly ; 

and the greater Moravar, dicing the confufions which prevailed {ince 

the year 1750, had made R E on the weft: {o that what 
remained at this time under the ancient denomination of Madura, 
and under the immediate jurifdi@ion of the city, did not extend in 
any direétion above 40 miles, and, in moft, much lefs; which, 
being commanded on the weft and north by mountains’ and Poly- 
gars, and bound on the eaft by the woods of Moravar, was in every 

part expofed to depredations from the wild inhabitants of the neigh- 
bourhood. The land of the territory is likewife in many parts in- 
cumbered with plots of rock, and, where free, the foil, except in 
a few diftricts to the oean, is of laborious and expenfive cultivation. 
From thefe detriments and defe&s, the annual revenue of the whole 
territory feldom exceeds 120,000 rupees; at the fame time that the 
maintenance of the city, its garrifon, and other military pofts in the 
country, raife the expences to triple this fum. On the other hand, 
the country now rated under Tinivelly is of much greater extent 
and fertility, commonly yielding a revenue from 11 to 1,200,000 
rupees a year; but fhould Madura and its diftri€ts be in the hands of 
an enemy, the country of Tinivelly would be conftantly expofed to 
the moft ruinous attacks, and could receive no fupport from Trit- 
chinopoly ; which renders it neceffary to maintain the one at a cer- 
tain lofs, as the only means of fecuring the advantages which may 
be derived from the other. The family of Moodilee, having for 
i100 years been employed in farming diftri€ts in both countries, 
had, in this long courfe of time, rented every part, and knew the 
properties of each. He accordingly refufed to undertake the dif- 
trits of Madura, but offered to rent the country of Tinivelly for 
three years, at the annual rent of 1,100,000 rupees, clear of all 
expences, to be paid at three periods in each year: for which pur- 


pofe he was to be invetted with the ufual authorities of jurifdiciions, 
Vou. H. i 


civil 
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_ civil and criminal: he obliged himfelf to maintain not lefs than 
4 1000 of the company’s Sepoys, under the command of fuch offi- 
cers as the prefidency fhould appoint; and engaged to produce, 
within three months from the contract, the fecurity of fubftantial 
JSoroffs, or money-changers, for the regular payment of the ftipulated 
ee fums. The agreement was concluded. in the beginning of July ; 
3 i immediately on which Moodilee appointed agents, and {ent orders to 
E place flags with the company’s colours, in the cultivated lands; and 
= {oon after proceeded himfelf to adminifter his office in perfon. 

Mahomed Ifioof, on his arrival at Tinivelly, found that the agents 

of Moodilee had, in the beginning of their occupations, been over- 

_ ruled and infulted by Meir Jaffer, who had hitherto managed the 

country for Maphuze Cawn. The difpute indeed had ceafed, but 

the grudge full remained: and to prevent any farther effe&ts, Ma- 

homed Ifioof ordered Meir Jaffier to depart immediately to Madura, 

i but permitted him to take three field-pieces which belonged to him, 

~ and whatfoever retinue he chofe : he at the fame time detached five 

l : companies of Sepoys to reinforce the garrifon of Madura, and or- 

dered them to protect and watch Meir Jaffier and his people on the 

road. ‘They had not proceeded two days, when unexpected intelli- 
gence {topped their march. 

On the arrival of Maphuze Cawn from Chevelpetore, all the 
cavalry in his fervice were affembled in the city of Madura; their 
number was 2000, all of good quality, for he had difbanded the 
lefs effectual. The day after his arrival, the Jemautdars in a body 
farrounded his houfe, and declared that he fhould not move out 
of it, until their arrears were paid, which, by their own account, 
amounted to 700,000 rupees. They were headed by the governor 
Danifhmend Cawn, who from this time was better known in the 
country by the name of Berkatoolah, although not the fame officer 
a siho, defended Trinomalee in 1753. The company’s Sepoys in the 
1 wondered at thefe proceedings, difcourfed of them, and fuf- 
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unfhaken, the Jemautdars of the cavalry feized the commanders of the 
three companies, and having confined them, difarmed the common 
men, and turned them out of the town ; but the next day releafed the 
officers, on recollection that no advantage could be derived from their 
detention, and that they might, by continuing insthe city, learn what 
it was not wifhed they fhould know. As foon as they were gone, the 
brother of Myana came into the city from the woods of Nattam with 
2000 colleries, a confiderable {tock of provifions, and fome money ; 
in return for which fervice, the Jemautdars gave him the town of 
Tirambore and the pagoda of Coilguddy, in which they had fome 
troops. The fuddennefs and facility with which thefe operations 
pafied, fufficiently fhewed that meafures had been previoufly con- 
certed for the fuccefs of the rebellion. The pofieffion of Ma- 
dura, the principal objet of the confpiracy, being fecured, it was 
not thought neceffary to diflemble any longer. 
fent to every Polygar in the country to join. A man mounted on 
an elephant was received in ceremony at Madura, bringing a patent, 
as from the Nabob, appointing Maphuze Cawn to the government : 
and parties fent into the neighbouring diftri¢ts pulled and tore down 
with derifion the Company’s flags, which had been planted by the 
orders of Modilee, according to the cuftom of the country, on the 
lands appropriated to Calvano 

The Sepoys which had been turned out of Madura, ini mef- 
fengers with an account of what hapened to Mahomed Ifioof, whe 
had not entertained a furmife, when he received intelligence, of 
the revolt. He inftantly difpatched orders to the detachment march- 
ing to Madura, to halt, which they had already done; and to feize 
Meir Jaffier and his effe&ts. He appointed Jemaul Saheb to remain 
with 1000 Sepoys at Tinivelly, and proceeding himfelf with the reft, 
about 700, joined on the road the detachment he had fent forward, 
which the Sepoys coming from Madura had joined before. On the 
roth of Auguft he encamped at Secunder-maly, a ftrong poft three 
miles to the Suth of Madura: his whole force confifted of 1500 
Sepoys and fix field-pieces; but, not having a piece of battering can- 
non fince he had deprived himfelf of the 18 pounder, he witely 
Pra 
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judged that it would be deftru&ion to no purpofe to have atternpted 


an efcalade againft fuch fuperior numbers as were in the city ; for 
even the colleries fight well behind walls. The day after his arrival 
fome cavalry advanced near his poft; but were driven back by a few 
difcharges from the field-pieces, with. the lofs of two men. Skir- 
mithes of this kind pafled every day after, and on fome without any 
lofs on either fide. On the 13th of September the renter Modilee 
arrived in the camp with two companies of Sepoys, which had 
efcorted him from Tritchinopoly through the countries of the two 
Moravars, and the next day he continued his journey towards 
Tinivelly. 

The Pulitaver, Catabomingigue, and the other Polygars of Tini- 
velly, took time to confider how they fhould act in confequence of 
the revolution at Madura, and the Jemautdars there, not finding them 
{o ready to join as they had expected, began to think of preferving 
fome openings to a reconciliation with the prefidency. Accordingly 
they wrote letters apologizing for the revolt, and afcribed it intirely 
to their neceffities for want of pay: and lowered their demands to 
400,000 rupees. All the force which could be {pared from the imme- 
diate fervice of the Carnatic being at this time required for the reco- 
very of the Company’s {ettlements in. Bengal, the prefidency em- 
powered Captain Calliaud at Tritchinopoly either to treat with the 
Jemautdars, or to employ fuch other means as he fhould judge ex- 
pedient to recover Madura.. On this authority Captain Calliaud fent 
his interpreter from Trichinopoly to Maphuze Cawn, who, in the 
very firft conference, unable to keep his temper, avowed that he 
thought himfelf very ill ufed by the appointment of another renter, 

and that he would never give up Madura, until the Tinivelly coun- 
tries were granted to him on the fame terms as vs had been let 
to Moodilee. The interpreter feeing no likelihood of accommodation 
with him, tried with the Jemautdars, offering to pay 50,000 rupees 
immediately, although he had brought no money, and 150,000 
more after they fhould have evacuated the city. The Jemautdars 
agreed to thefe terms and went to Mahomed Ifloof’s camp in order 
to obtain his confirmation, who not thinking himfelf fufficiently 

authorized,, 
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authorized, advifed them to wait, without departing from the agree- 
ment, until it could be ratified by Captain Calliaud; to which they 
confented. Captain Calliaud approved of the terms, iste added as an 
indifpenfible condition that Maphuze Cawn and Berkatoolah fhould 
be delivered up with the city. To this likewife the Jemautdars 
feemed to have no obje&tion ; on which orders were difpatched to 
Moodilee to fend money and bills for the amount of the agreement 
without delay from Tinivelly. Thefe various negotiations and cor- 
refpondences employed 30 days, during which feveral events hap- 
pened which contributed to change the ftate of affairs. 

The family of Moodilee by their occupation of renting the coun- 
tries had formed connections with moft of the Polygars dependant 

1 Tinivelly, more efpecially with the Pulitaver and Catabominaigue; 
and on his invitations the Pulitaver and feveral others met him on 
the road. Catabominaigue and others fent their agents ; all came, as 
ufual, with confiderable retinues, and in the midft of this multitude, 
Moodilee entered the town of Tinivelly on the 27th of September, 
and proclaimed his commiflion. But the Colleries of the Polygars, 
whom no confideration can reftrain from thieving, committed night 
robberies in the town and adjacent villages. Several of them were 
taken and punifhed by the Company’s Sepoys; on which others 
{tole the effects of the Sepoys themfelves, who, irritated as much by 
the infult as the lofs, transferred their refentment on Moodilee, be- 
caufe he fuffered the Polygars to remain in the town, and continued 
to treat them with civility. At the fame time the troops of Travan- 
core renewed their incurfions into the diftri€ts about Calacad; and 
Nabey Cawn Catteck, who had concealed himfelf ever fince the de=- 
feat in which Moodemiah was killed, now appeared again, made: 
overtures of reconciliation to Maphuze Cawn, which were accepted; 
and having enlifted 400 of the horfe, which Maphuze Cawn had“ 
difbanded, ei traverfing the country between Madura and Tinivelly.. 
‘Thefe OEE and the difiention between the renter Moodilce. 
and the Company’s-Sepoys, had already deterred the bankers from: 
furnifhing him with the fums necefiary for the commencement. ef 
his own Dana at the time that he was called upon to fupply 
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the money for the payment of the Jemautdars at Madura. All he 


-could difpatch immediately was 20,000 rupees, which {topped on the 
road from an apprehenfion of being intercepted by Nabey Cawn 


Catteck ; and it was fome days before he could obtain authentic 
bills of exchange for the amount required. 
Mean while the Jemautdars having the power in themfelves, had 


-taken no pains to conceal their negotiation from Maphuze Cawn and 


Berkatoolah, who, having no other means to overfet it, employed in- 


‘trigue. There was, among the Jemautdars, one named Seer Cawn, 
-a man of art and fpirit, attached to Berkatoolah ; he had hitherto 


gone with the reft, with the view alone of leading them back, when- 
foever the opportunity fhould offer. No money coming on feveral 
days in which it was expected, Seer Cawn fuggefted to his comrades, 


that the interpreter had amufed them with the negotiation in order 


to cover fome other defign, perhaps the furprize of the city, by 
Mahomed Iffoof’s troops at Secunder Maly; and advifed them to 
think of a reconciliation with their friends rather than truft any 
further to thofe whofe views they did not know. Maphuze Cawn 
and Berkatoolah improved the effects of thefe fuggeftions by lavifh 
promifes, which prevailed, and immediately after the reconciliation 
500 horfe marched to join thofe with Nabey Cawn Catteck. 
Notwithftanding this change, the interpreter {till remained in the 
city with hopes of renewing the negotiation, on which Captain Cal- 
liaud refolved to go to Nattam himfelf, to be nearer at hand to give 
the neceffary inftructions ; and, warned by the late difappointment, 
he took with him from Tritchinopoly an agent belonging to the 
houfe of Buckanjee, the principal /broff or banker in the Decan, 
whofe word was every where efteemed as ready money. Arriving 
at Nattam on the 25th of O&ober, he was met there by the inter- 
preter, and an officer lately fent by the Nabob from Arcot to treat 


with the Jemautdars. ‘The officer reprefented that neither Maphuze 


Cawn nor Berkatoolah were in reality averfe to an accommodation, 
but infifted that the prefidency fhould give their guarantee for the 


-ferms, fince neither of them would truft the Nabob: that Berka- 


toolah, who was rich, required only protection for his perfon, family, 
and 
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and effeets ; but Maphuze Cawn, a provifion adequate to his rank. 
On this information Calliaud ordered the interpreter to renew the 
propofal of paying the Jemautdars, and pledged his own word to- 
Maphuze Cawn and Berkatoolah ; but infifted that Maphuze Cawn 
fhould immediately accompany him to Tritchinopoly. Both feemed 
fatished, and Maphuze: Cawn made preparations as if he intended to- 
proceed to Nattam the next day ; but this day brought on the change 
of the monfoon, with fuch fevere and tempeftuous weather, that. 
nothing could ftir abroad. The fort of Nattam had no fhelter againft 
the fky, and the rains holding without intermiffion, Captain Cal- - 
liaud apprehenfive that the roads might become impaflable, and keep 
him longer than he ought in prudence to remain out of his garrifon, 
left Nattam the next day, and reached Tritchinopoly on the 3oth,. 
where a day or two after came the interpreter, the Nabob’s officer,- 
and a Jemautdar fent by Maphuze Cawn, to explain his own de- 
mands. He requefted to be placed in the government of diftriéts, 
any where in the Carnatic, from which he might appropriate 200,000 
rupees-a year for his own maintenance ; and alledging that he had 
been obliged to fell every thing he had, to fatisfy in part the demands. 
of his troops, he afked, but without infifting, for 20,000 rupees to 
furnith himfelf again with neceflaries. Captain Calliaud difmifled 
the Jemautdar with aflurances, that thefe terms fhould be complied” 
with, and fet out himfelf for Madrafs, in order to obtain the con- 
firmation of the prefidency, and to explain to them the general ftate 
of affairs in the fouthern countries. 


At this time the expedition to Bengal had carried away one half of © 


the Englifh force in the Carnatic, and intelligence of the declaration 
of war with France increafed the neceffity of every caution : in con- 
fequence of which Captain Calliaud on the fecond day of his jour- 
ney met letters from the prefidency, with pofitive orders not to quit 


his garrifon without their exprefs permiffion ; on which he imme- 


diately returned to Tritchinopoly. ` ` 


Mean while, the diffention between the Company’s Sepoys and . 
their renter at Tinivelly had encreafed, and had produced evil con- - 


fequences. Moodilee. by his contract was only obliged to furnith the 
Pay 
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pay of the Sepoys employed by himielf ; but Mahomed Ifioof by a 


wrong interpretation, imagined that Moodilee was obliged to main- 


tain the whole number wherefoever employed; and moreover to dif- 
charge the arrears of their pay, of which two months were due on 
his arrival in the country. In confequence of this miftake, Jemaul- 
fahab, who commanded the Sepoys in Tinivelly, demanded the 
amount, and on Moodilee’s refuting to pay it, confined him.under a 
guard for feveral days; during which he ordered the Pulitaver and 
the other Polygars to quit the town, with threats of fevere pu- 
nifhent if they remained any longer. ‘They departed unmediately ; 
but inftead of returning to their homes, the Pulitaver went to N abey 
Cawn Catteck and offered him his afliftance, both in men and money; 
and by their united reprefentations, Catabominaigue was induced to 
join their league. Atthe fame time the troops of Travancore kept 
their ground, and continued their depredations in the diftri&ts de- 
pendant on Calacad. “The hopes of the advantages which might 
be derived from thefe confufions, were much more agreeable to the 
difpofition of Berkatoolah, than the fuccefs of his negotiation with 
the Engiifh, by which he was to obtain nothing more than the 
pardon of his offences; and in the middle of November, as {oon as 
the ground was fufficiently dry, to march, he went from the city, 
and put himfelf at the head of the 500 horfe, which had gone out 
before, and were now joined to thofe of Nabey Cawn Catteck, and 
the troops of the Polygars. The whole force amounted to 10,000 
men, of which 1000 were horfe. They were affembled about 40 
-miles to the fouth of Madura, and inftead of proceeding diretly to 
the fouth, in the open country, ftruck to the eaft into the diftriats 
of Catabominaigue, a part of whofe woods extend within a few 
miles of the town of Tinivelly. Iffuing from thence at night before 
their approach was known, they entered the town at day-break 
by feveral avenues, which were weakly guarded : for Moodilee a few 
days before had marched with the greateft part of the Sepoys and his 


other force, about twenty miles to the fouth-eaft, in order-to pro- 


tečt the diftriéts of Alwar Tinivelly, againft which he had been ted 
to believe the enemy defigned to bend their attack. ‘The enemy re- 
mained 
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mained two days in ‘Tinivelly, plunderéd much, but committed no 
cruelties ; and during this delay, Moodilee regained the fort of Pa- 
lamcolah, which ftands on the other fide of the river about ‘three 
miles from the town. The fort is {pacious, but the ramparts were 
in ruins, neverthelefs capable of ‘refifting an enemy, which had 
no battering cannon. Matchlocks and mufketry. were fired without ~ - 
any mifchief for two days, during which the cavalry ravaged the 
country round. Mahomed Iffoof, who ftill continued at Secunder- 
maly, before Madura, received no certain intelligence of the enemy’s 
defign until four days after they were in motion; he immediately 
{truck his camp and proceeded towards Tinivelly, and they hearing 

of his approach colleéted all.their parties and advanced to give him 
battle. The two armies met on the rft of December at Gangadoram, 
about twenty miles north of amc es The inferiority of numbers 
was much more than compenfated by fuperior {kill ; the Company’s 
Sepoys faced the enemy on every fide with advantage of fituation and 
difcipline, and the field-pieces were fired with much execution 
againft the cavalry, whofe fortunes depending on the prefervation of 
thei horfes, they quitted the conteft and the field. The next day Ma- 
homed Iffoof proceeded to Tinivelly, and from thence marched into 
the defolated diftricts, in order to give heart to the inhabitants, and - 
recall them to their occupations. “The Polygars returned to their 
woods, and Berkatoolah with his cavalry to Madura; but Nabey 
Cawn Catteck went to Chevelpetore, and not having means to attack 
the fort, in which were fome Sepoys, steel to efcalade the 
pagoda in the town; on which one of the Bramins went to the top 
of the high tower over the gateway, and after a fhort but loud prayer 
of execration, threw himfelf headlong to the pavement, ae 
dafhed out his brains ; 3 the enemy, although Mahomedans, wer 

much afraid of incurring the general deteftation of the counti if 
their attempts againtt the a fhould incite any more aéts of fuch- 
enthufiaftic devotion, that they immediately retreated. out of t the town. 

Whilft Captain Calliaud was in expectation of a conclufive anfwer 
from Maphuze Cawn’s agent, he received intelligence of the new- 
confederacy, and their operations, and of Berkatoolah’s departure ; 
MOTA ALISS Oe irae é 
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from Madura to partake in their hoftilities : neverthelefs, fome hopes 


— > of reconciliation {till remained; for fome of the Jemautdars, although 


the lefler number, were averfe to the turbulent proceedings of the 
others, and wifhed an accommodation on the terms which had 
once been fo nearly concluded : he therefore determined to make 
another trial,.and fent Mr. William Rumbold, a lieutenant of his 
garrifon, who talked the languages of the country, together with 
the interpreter, to renew the negotiation. ‘They were efcorted by a 
company of Sepoys, and arrived at Madura on the third of Decem- 
bet, and on the next day came into the town Berkatoolah, with his 
cavalry, which had been beaten by Mahomed Ifloof. 

Maphuze Cawn received Mr. Rumbold with much civility, and 
in a private conference acknowledged his errors, apologized for his 
condu&, and promifed to accompany him to ‘T'ritchinopoly ; but 
neither of them fufpected that a perfon had been placed behind a 


-curtain to liften to their converfation. About an hour after the 


vit, the Jemautdar Seer Cawn, with a body of horfe, befet Ma- 
phuze Cawn’s houfe, and made him a prifoner ; and after a meflage, 
which was not complied with, fent 30 horfemen to force Mr. Rum- 
bold out of the city; who, having no means of refiftance, obeyed, 
and rejoined his efcort, which he had left at a choultry on the other 

fide of the river. As foon as he was gone, Seer Cawn aflembled all 

the Jemautdars, whom he perfuaded that Maphuze Cawn intended 

to fell them and the city. When they were fufficiently inflamed, 

Berkatoolah came in, and war was determined: but, whilft they 

were deliberating on the manner of condu&ing it, came a letter from 

Mr. Rumbold, threatening the utmoft vengeance of the Eneglifh na- 
tion for the indignity which had been offered to its reprefentative in 

his perfon; and the immediate return of Mahomed Iffoof with all the 
Company’sSepoys was held out as an earneft of this refolution. ‘The 
Jemautdars, ftartled at the expreffions of indignation in Mr. Rum- 
bold’s letter, agreed to invite him to return. He refufed, without 
public reparation ; of which they permitted him to dictate the mode ; 
conformable to which, Maphuze Cawn, with all the Jemautdars, 
came the next morning to the choultry, made many apologies, and 
` conducted 
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Book VI, MADURA AND 'TINIVELLY, 

conduéted him back to the city: where, on entering the gate, he 
was faluted by the difcharge of all the cannon on the ramparts, 
which were only 13 pieces, ‘The negotiation was renewed on the 
fame terms as before; and it was agreed to wait until the guarantee of 
the prefidency for the terms required by Maphuze Cawn and Berka- 


toolah, fhould arrive from Madrafs. But three days after this pre- | 


liminary was fettled, Nabey Cawn Catteck, with his horfe, came 
from Chevelpetore, and immediately on his arrival offered to furnith 
40,000 rupees for the prefent fubfiftence of the cavalry of the Je- 
mautdars, if they would relinquifh all treaty with the Englith, and 
fend Mr. Rumbold away, On the buftle occafioned by this pro- 
pofal, Mr, Rumbold went to Maphuze Cawn, who wept, and in his 
anguith broke his feal, that he might not be obliged to affix it any 


more to aéts he did not approve. From Maphuze Cawn’s he went 


to Berkatoolah’s, where he aflembled and harangued the Jemaut- 
dars, who, after various difcuffions, confented that the articles to 
which, they had before acceded fhould be immediately drawn up 
in both languages and executed by all parties: it was now night, 
and to do this required fome hours; for every Jemautdar was to 
fign. This while was employed with much -afliduity by_ Nabey 
Cawn Catteck, who now offered to fupply 3,500 rupees a day, 
which, being fully fufficient for the maintenance of the whole body 
of cavalry, prevailed; and Mr, Rumbold was advited to take care 
of himfelf, as all the roads would foon be flopped, He accordingly 


went out of the city the next morning, as if he had fomething to 


regulate concerning his efcort of Sepoys; with whom he fet off at 
midnight, and reached the fort of Nattam without interruption, 
when, being out of danger, he proceeded more Ieifurely to Tritehic 
nopaly, where he arrived on the rsth of December. Thus ended 


the third unfuecefeful attempt to get pofleflion of Madura by ne-_ 


gotiation, in all of which the contumelious canduc of the Jemaut- 
dars was not the effect of fudden exigencies, but the refult of a 
plan formed by Berkatoolah to lead them to fuch extremities of 


affront, as fhould preclude all hopes of reconciliation with the . 


Engli. That fuch was their fituation he eafily convinced them, 


Qs Rae 
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as foon as Mr. Rumbold was gone, and then declared he intended 


not only to maintain the city, but likewife to recover the whole 


country for Maphuze Cawn. Thefe refolutions were not unani- 


moufly approved, but the diffenters were by far the {maller number 3 
and letters of invitation were immediately difpatched to all the Po- 
lygars, to Hyder Naig the Myfore general, and to the King of Tra- 
vancore. A few days after, Berkatoolah and Nabey Cawn Catteck 
went with 500 horfe to the Pulitaver’s place. The commander 
Mahomed Iffoof, on receiving the fummons of Mr. Rumbold, had re- 
turned from the diftri€ts he was vifiting to Tinivelly ; where leav- 
‘ing as before 1000 Sepoys, he proceeded with the reft, about 1,800, 


_ towards Madura. ‘The renter Moodilee, naturally timorous, refolved 


to accompany the greater force, and, befides his ufual retinue,. was 


attended by 100 good horfe, which he had lately levied. They 


arrived om the 16th of December at Gangadorum, where Mahomed 


Iffoof hearing of Mr. Rumbold’s departure from Madura, halted to ob-. 


ferve the motions of the enemy, and remained there until he received 
information that Nabey Cawn Catteck and Berkatoolah had pafled to 


the Pulitaver’s, on which he proceeded to Chevelpetore, and en--. 
camped there, in order to awe the Polygars in this part of the coun-- 


ry from joining the enemy. 


y, during this mood of indignation, five of the agent’s col- 
I : 


ftealing oxen and horfes belonging to'the camp, and 

N lahomed Iffoof, he immediately put them to death, 
em off from the mouth of a cannon; a fanguinary exe- 
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eution, not unfrequent in Indottan, and in this cafe atrocious. The 
agent, with all his retinue of Colleries, immediately ran away from. 
the camp; and their injury determined the Pulitaver, perhaps for 
the firft time in his life, to aét with fome good faith toward thofe: 
with whom he was conneéted. But knowing the irrefolution of 
Maphuze Cawn, he, with his ufual cunning, was afraid of trufting 
him in Madura expofed to the overtures and negotiations of the Eng- 
\ith, and infifted that he fhould come from thence to Nelietangaville, 

and remain at all times under his own: ward. In confequence, Ber-- 
katoolah, who was with the Pulitaver, fent for Maphuze Cawn, who, 

in the end of December, went from the city with soo°horfe. Thus 

clofed the year in the countries of Madura and Tinivelly. 

Getween Tanjore and. Tondiman the quarrel-had continued, not- 
withftanding the retreat of the Tanjorme army in the preceding year: 
but the letters of the prefidency of Madrafs, and the fubtle delays of 
Monacjee, again prevented the renewal of hoftilities until the end of 
June, when the forces- of Tanjore were required to revenge another 
quarrel. ‘The Danith fettlement at Tranquebar had requefted an en- 
largement of their bounds, which’the king refufed, and the Danes 
foon after, on the pretence of fome outrages from his officers, at- 


tacked two pagodas.in the neighbourhood.. One they took, and whilft ' 
they were employed before the other, were attacked themfelves at a- 
difadvantage by a large detachment of horfe and foot from Tanjore, . 


who killed 40 of them, and wounded 100 ; on which the reft retreated 
to Tranquebar: a negotiation enfued, which, by the interpofition of: 


the prefidency of Madrafs, was concluded in the middle of Auguft. In 
September began the great and long feaft of the king and his gods, . 
which confumed:the month.. In October, the approach of the rains : 


gave Monacjee a pretence to keep the army in quarters; and after. 


they fet.in, it was impoffible to move until they were over.. The 


king then infifted, and Monacjee proceeded againft Killanelly Cottah, . 


of which Tondiman had taken pofleffion in confequence of the fur-- 
reptitious céffion made to him the year before by Monacjee, who. 
had clandeftinely affixed the King’s feal to the grant. It ftands 40. 
- miles s. by w. of Tanjore, and was ftronger than any place which 


Tondiman 


~ 
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-'Tondiman had taken before : and the Tanjorines had made very little 


progrefs in the attack at the end of the year. 

The French had not, during the year, meddled, excepting by private 
inf igations, in the quarrels of the {outhern countries, The Rhe ddy, 
See they had reftored at Terriore, failed, as before, im his tribut 
on which they fent a party of 50 Europea ns from Seringham, whicl 
were joined by another from E NAA who removed him, 
inftated the other, who Iikewite had before been once.ay pointed and 
once depofed. This expedition was finifhed in the beginning of Fe 
bruary, but the party from Seringham remained at ‘Terriore to watch 
the tributes in future. In July roo Europeans were taken from Se- 
ringham; to compleat the detachment {ent with Mr. Law to the res 
lief of Mr. Bufly at Charmaul. By-thefe fubttraGions, which were 
not jeplged, the garrifon at Seringham, which before 
remained at the arte of the year ate equal in Europeans to thar of 
Tritchinopoly, each having about 330; but 200 more were fent this 
ther from Pondicherry on the gth ef December: and ni Sepoys 
were raifing at Terriore, in order to equal the number i 
nopoly, w eh WELE 1500. 
mandel, 
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Thus ended the year i 986 on Corse 


Eno of th Sixtu Book. 
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wW E fhall now relate the progrefs and operations of the arma-- 
ment {ent for the recovery of the fettlements in Bengal. 

The fleet failing on the roth of O&ober, met the currents fetting 
fo ftrongly from the North, that they were driven in the firft twelve 
days after their departure, fix degrees of latitude to the fouth of 
Madrafs; and by this time the northern monfoon, during which 
the wind blows from the n. w. had gathered ftrength. In this 
feafon the only way to get Bengal, is to fteer acrofs the bay to the 
fhore of Tannafery and Arracan, along which the currents flacken, 
and fometimes even tend to the northward; and milder weather 
than in the middle of the bay enables the vefiel to gain the lati- 
tude of the fands at the eaftern mouths of the Ganges ; from whence 
tides help acrofs to the road of Ballafore, and from hence affure the 
entrance into the river Hughley. Attempting this paflage with 
much adverfe weather, Admiral Watfon, on the roth of November, 
ordered the allowances of provifions and water to be retrenched.. 
Two days after, the fire-fhip, unable to ftem the violence of the 
monfoon; bore away to Ceylon; and the Marlborough, one of the 
company’s, failing very heavily, was left on the 16th by the reft 
of the fleet, shieh arrived im the foundings off Point Palmeiras on 
the firft of December. But the Cumberland and Salifbury not having 
‘kept the wind fo well as the others, ftruck on the dangerous fand 


which extends feveral miles from that point out to fea: both, how-. 


ever, floated again ; but the Cumberland bore away to Vizagapatam. 


4 ; : $! - The, 
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The Kent and Tyger gained the road of Ballafore, where they 
„waited for the fpring tides until the oth, when they proceeded 
ander the condu& of Englifh pilots into the river, and arrived on 
the rsth at Fulta. Here they were joined, on the 2oth, by all the 
-other veffels, excepting the Cumberland and the Marlborough, the 
-abfence of which greatly impaired the force of the armament: for 
the Cumberland was not only the largeft fhip in the fquadron, but 
Aad likewife on board 250 of the European troops; and the greateft 


part of the field artillery had been imprudently {hipped on board of 


-the Marlborough. 


The detachment with Major Kilpatrick had arrived at Fulta on the 


-fecond of Auguft; but were not deemed a force fufficient to rifque 


hoftilities:; and -the veflels before aflembled there being too much 
crouded to receive them on board, they were obliged to encamp in 
the fwampy grounds near the town, where ficknefs prevailed 
amongft them fo much, that of the whole detachment, which 


was 230 when fent, one half were dead, and of the remainder not 


more than thirty men were able to do duty when Admiral Watfon 
arrived. 
The rainy feafon, which began whilft the Nabob was before Cal- 


-cutta, prevented him after his return to Muxadavad from reaflum- 


ing his former intention of attacking his relation the Phoufdar of 
Purneah until the month of October. He then marched to that 
country: when the two armies encamped in fight of each other, 
the Phoufder, a head-ftrong youth, faw the general Meer Jaffier 
with a party reconnoitring, and miftaking his enfigns for the Na- 
bob’s haftened with the foremoft of his cavalry to attack him, and 
was killed in the onfet. The country of Purneah fubmitted im- 
mediately after his death, and the Nabob returned in triumph to his 


capital: where, ruminating on the excefs and apparent fecurity of 


his fortunes, he continued to imagine, that the Englifh would never 
venture hoftilities in his dominions; to which prefumption his igno- 
ránce did not a little contribute; for he was often heard to fay, that 
he did not believe there were ten thoufand men in all Europe. His 
aminifters, however, had-convinced him, that his revenues would be 

much 
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much diminifhed by the lofs of the Englifh trade: which had de- 
termined him to permit their return ; but under the fame reftriétions 
as they were fubje&t toin the reign of Jaffier, before their embafly 
to Delhi. On hearing of the arrival of the armament, he ordered his 
whole army to affemble at Muxadavad, and prepared to march to 
Calcutta. ‘The governor of this place, Monickchund, having fore- 
feen the war, had been diligent in improving his garrifon, had for- 
tified Buz-buzia, and had begun to ere&t a fort, which he called 
Aligur, on the bank of the river oppofite to Tannah; but only 
part of the rampart commanding the river was finifhed. The 
Phoufdar of Hughley purchafed two fhips, which he loaded with 
bricks, intending to fink them in the narrow pafs of the river be- 
tween Tannah and Aligur. 

Before the arrival of the armament, letters from the court óf di- 
re€tors in England, had appointed Mr. Drake, with three other.:mem- 
bers of the council, to a&t as a fele& committee, in the condué of all 
political and military affairs. They had already affociated Major Kil- 
patrick, and as foon as the fleet arrived at Fulta, they added Mr. 
Watfon and Colonel Clive to their board. ‘The letters which Clive 
had brought from Madrafs, accompanied by one from himfelf and 
another from Mr. Watfon, full of threats, were fent open to Mo- 
nickchund, the governor of Calcutta, in order to be forwarded to the 
Nabob. Monickchund replied that he dared not fend letters written in 
fuch menacing terms; and on receiving this anfwer, it was deter- 
mined to commence hoftilities. The abfence of the troops on board 
the Cumberland was in fome meafure fupplied by the recovering 
men of Kilpatrick’s detachment, and by a company of feventy vo- 
lunteers, who embodied themfelves at Fulta. + 

All the fhips and veffels, as well thofe which were juft arrived, 
as thofe which were before aflembled at Fulta, left this place on the 
27th of December, and the next afternoon anchored at Mayapore, a 
town ten miles below the fort of Buz-buzia. This fort Mr. Watfon 
determined to attack the next day; and, as it was fuppofed that 


the garrifon would defend it but a very little while, it was refolved: 


to lay an ambufcade, in order to intercept’ their retreat towards 


Vor. Il. BAR Calcutta. 
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Calcutta. All the men of Adlercron’s regiment who were arrived, 
being 120, remained on board the fhips of war. ‘The reft of the 
battalion, 500, with all the Sepoys, and two field-pieces, landed, 
and at fun-fet marched from Mayapore, under the command of Co- 
lonel Clive, and under the conduét of Indian guides. The field-pieces, 
with a tumbril of ammunition, were drawn by the troops: for the 
council at Fulta, through dread of the Nabob’s refentment, had not 
ventured to provide any bullocks either of draught or burthen. The 
guides, in order to prevent difcovery, led the troops at a diftance 
from the river, through a part of the country, which was uninha- 
bited indeed, but full of fwamps, and continually interfected by deep 
rivulets, which rendered the draught and tran{portation of the three 
carriages fo tedious and laborious, that the troops did not arrive un- 
tilan hour after fun-rife at the place of ambufcade. This was a 
large hollow, which in the rains might be a lake, finking about ten 
feet below the level of the plain: it lay about a mile from the river, 
a mile and a half north-eaft of Buz-buzia, and half a mile to the eaft 
of a high-road leading from this place to Calcutta. The eaftern, 
and part of the fouthern bank of the hollow, were {kirted by the 
huts and enclofures of a village, which feemed to have been aban- 
doned {fome days before. ‘The grenadiers and 300 Sepoys were de- 
tached from the hollow, to take poffeflion of another village on the 
bank of the river adjoining to the northern wall of the fort of Buz- 
buzia; where, it was fuppofed, that their appearance would induce 
the garrifon to miftake them for the whole of the Englifh troops on 
fhore; and that in confequence of this notion they would retreat 
along the high road, inftead of the bank of the river. The com- 
pany of volunteers were detached, and pofted themfelves in fome 
thickets near the high road, but on the farther fide from the hollow, 
towards which it was intended that their fire fhould drive the fugi-. 
tive garrifon. ‘The reft of the troops remained with Colonel Clive, 


_ and concealed themfelves, fome in the hollow, and others in the. 


adjoining village, and the two field-pieces were placed on the north- 


fide of the village. The troops being exceffively fatigued, were per-- 


mitted 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA r 


V 


at 


— 


Book VII. SurRAJAH DowLau. 


‘mitted to quit their arms, in order to get reft; every man laid him- 
{elf down where he thought beft, fome in the village, others in the “~~ 
hollow; and from a fecurity which no fuperiority or appearances 
in war could juftify, the common precaution of {tationing centinels 


was neglected. In a few minutes they were all afleep. It happened 
that Monickchund, the governor of Calcutta, had come the day 
before to Buz-buzia, with 1500 horfe, and 2000 foot. ‘This officer 
had no courage, but much circumf{peétion; and fome of his fpies 
had followed the Englifh from Mayapore, and had obferved all their 
motions in the morning. 

About an hour after the troops had lain down to fleep, they were 
awakened by the fire of {mall arms on the eaftern fide of the village, 
into which, at the fame time, a multitude of matchlock men were 
difcovered advancing with refolution. All the foldiers, wherefoever 
{cattered, hurried on the alarm into the hollow, in which their arms 
were grounded, about 60 yards from the enclofures on the eaftern 
bank ; here they formed the line as faft as they could; but, unfortu- 
nately, the artillery-men, inftead of repairing to the two field-pieces, 
which would have protected the whole, ran to feek prote&tion them- 
felves from the line. During this confufion, the enemy, meeting 
no refiftance, advanced and took pofleffion of the eaftern bank ; from 


whence, under the fhelter of various covers, they kept up a conti- 


nual, although irregular fire, wounding feveral, and killing an en- 
fign. Colonel Clive, apprehenfive of a panic, fhould he order the 
troops to march out of the reach of the enemy’s fire, commanded 
the line to ftand firm, and detached two platoons, one from the right, 
the other from the center, oppofite to which the enemy’s fire was 


ftrongeft. Of the platoon from the center eight men were killed by 


one volley, before they gained the bank ; the reft neverthelefs re- 
turned the fire, and then forced their way with their bayonets into 
the village; where they were joined by the other platoon, which 
had fucceeded with the lofs of only three men. ‘This intrepidity 
quelled the enemy’s courage, who no longer appeared in bodies, 
but fhifted in {mall parties from fhelter to fhelter, firing rarely, and 


with little effect ; however, fome officers on horfeback expofed thern- - 


REZ felves 


d d “Se - 
¢ er 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 
= { s ? Se “a >: ~ 3 > an x à x Tn » 
x IN sapa ; . 


4 Me 
DOF A Po 


FO) Be gad eg Ree a “pul 


123 
1756.: 


Tue War or BENGAL. Book Vit. 
felves with much refolution, endeavouring to rally their men; but 
mo invan. In the mean time, the company of volunteers, as foon as 


they heard the firing, marched back from the high road, and refeued 
the ficld-pieces, of which fome of the enemy had taken pofleffion, 
but did not know how to ufe them. Upon this, the artillery-men re- 
3 turned from the line to the field-pieces, and immediately ‘began to 
a fire them into the village, which foon drove all the enemy out of it, 
' who fled as faft as they could to join a large body of hor fe,- which 
tvas now difcovered advancing from the fouth towards the hollow: 
but, on perceiving the. fugitives coming from the village, this ca- 
valry halted at the diftance of half a mile. On this the Englith 
troops, with the field-pieces, formed ‘regularly on the plain, and. 
advanced. towards the enemy, who were commanded by Monick-- 
chund. They ftood feveral fhot from the field-pieces, until one, 
chanced to pafs very near the turband of Monickchund, who imme-. 
diately gave the fignal of retreat by turning his na and the 
whole body marched away to the north-eaft and returned to Calcutta.. 
Had the cavalry advanced and charged the troops in the hollow, at- 
the fame time that the infantry began to fire upon the village, it is. 
not improbable, that the war would, have been concluded on the 
very fi fi ift trial of hoftilities. 

\s foon as the enemy retreated, the troops marched to the village 
he bank of the river, from whence the detachment pofted there; 
’ vanc ig to join them. By this time the Kent, having out- 

3 Bae thips, anchored before Buz-buzia, and alone filenced 
€ cannon o of that fort; but the troops having already undergone 
c fatigue, it was determined to defer the affault until the 
ing. They pafled the reft of the day in the village, with- 
givi 1g c or receiving any moleftation, and in the evening. were 
ned I by 2 50 failors from the fquadron: One of thefe having got. 
c ftrageled, at eight i in the evening, to the ditch of the fort, 
-crof fed, and ferambled up the rampart; where, finding 

e hollowed to the advanced guards in the village 
iken the fort t; on which they quitted their poft, and 

m SETI ram pi art, when they found the place evacuated, 
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the enemy having abandoned it as foon as it grew dark enough to 
conceal their retreat. Several guards of Sepoys proceeded imme- 
diately to poft centinels round the walls; and whilft this was doing, 
fome other failors, who were likewife very drunk and had got into’ 
the fort, fuppofed fome of the Sepoys to be fome of the enemy's. 
mei’ who had not efcaped ; and in this notion fired their piftols, and 
killed Captain Campbell, an officer of the company’s troops. - 

The operations of the morning at the hollow, irregular and im- 
perfect as they were, changed the contemptible opinion which‘ 
Monickchund and his foldiery had conceived of Englith troops, from’ 
their own fuccefs at the taking of Calcutta; and on his return: 
from Buz-buzia to that place, he remained there only a few hours, 
and leaving 500 men to defend the fort, went away with the reft 


of his command to Hughley, where having likewife communicated * 


his own terrors, he proceeded to carry them to the Nabob at Muxa- 
davad. On the other hand, the refolution and activity with which 
the enemies matchlock men began their affault on the village, im-- 
prefled moft of the Englith officers, and many of the common men, 
with a much higher opinion of the troops of Bengal than they de-- 


ferved. 


The floop of war had been fent forward fome days before, and 
anchored in fight of the forts of Tannah and Aligur, where her ap- 
pearance had deterred the governor of. Hughley from fending the: 


fhips laden with bricks, which he had intended to fink in the pafs. 


The fleet left Buz-buzia on the goth of December, and anchored ~ 


on-the 1ft of January between thofe forts, which the enemy aban- 
doned without firing a fhot, leaving on the platforms 50 pieces of 
cannon, which they had brought from Calcutta, many of which 


however were not mounted. The next morning, Colonel Clive, - 


with the greateft part of the Europeans and Sepoys, landed and 


marched along the high road from Aligur to Calcutta; and at nine - 
o'clock the Kent and Tyger anchored before the Englifh fort; but 
for want of. wind could not immediately prefent. their broadfides 5 - 
during which difadvantage the enemy cannonaded them brifkly from 
the line of guns.on the brink of the river, killing nine men in the- 
Kent, . 
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Kent, and feven in the Tyger; but their fire flackened as that from 


the {hips increafed ; and before eleven they deferted the fort, and 
foon after the town ; when a detachment fent from the fhips, under 


-the command of Captain Coote, hoifted the Englih colours in the 


fort; for the troops with Colonel Clive were not yet arrived. The 
next day Admiral Watfon put Mr. Drake, and the former members 
of the council, in poffeflion of the government. 

The greateft part of the merchandizes belonging to the company, 
which were in the fort when taken, were found remaining without 
detriment; for this part of the plunder had been referved for the 
Nabob ; but every thing of value belonging to the inhabitants had 
been removed out of the fettlement: fome of the beft houfes had 


‘been demolifhed, and others damaged by fire; in the middle of the 


fort a mofque was erected with the materials of feveral buildings 
which had been pulled down to make room for it; but no alterations 
had been made in the fortification. About 50,000 of the Indian 
inhabitants had returned to their dwellings during the government 
of Monickchund ; they were indeed moftly of the lower ranks of 
people; for his rapacity had deterred fuch as were known to have 
property from trufting themfelves within his reach. 

“Whatfoever joy the Englifh inhabitants might feel at their refto- 
ration to the town, it was foon allayed by the contemplation of the 
ruined ftate of their habitations, and of the poverty to which they 
were reduced, having no means to procure themfelves {ubfiftence, but 
their ufual allowances from the company. 

Mr. Drake, notwithftanding his adverfities, had retained fome cor- 
ref{pondents, and the company’s money fome {pies, from whom he 
received intelligence as foon as he arrived at Calcutta, that the town 
of Hughley was in great confternation, and that it would be fome 
time before the Nabob’s army would march from Muxadavad ; upon 
which the committee refolved to attack Hughley without delay. The 
twenty-gun fhip, the floop of war, and three other veffels, were ap- 
pointed to this fervice; and on board of them embarked 50 Euro- 
peans, being thofe of Adlercron’s regiment, with 200 Sepoys; they 
failed on the 4th of January, and hoped to reach Hughley in one 


tide ; 
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tide; but the twenty-gun fhip ftruck upon a fand-bank, which {top- 
ped their progrefs for five days. On the roth they arrived at 
Hughley. 

This town lieth about 23 miles above Calcutta, adjoining to the 
north part of the Dutch fettlement of Chinchura, from whence it 
extends three miles on the bank of the river: at the northern extre- 
mity of the town is a fort, which was at this time garrifoned by 
2000 men: 3000 more had been fent from Muxadavad to guard the 
town, but thefe retreated as foon as the Englifh troops landed ; re- 
maining however within a few miles. The veflels battered the fort 
until night ; and although the breach was fcarcely practicable, it was 
determined to ftorm it before break.of day.. A falfe attack was made 
at the main gate, whilft Captain Coote with the other divifion, accom- 
panied. by {ome failors, mounted the breach before they were difcovered 
by the garrifon, who no fooner faw the Englith on the ramparts, than 
all of them quitted their pofts, and fled out of the leffer gate. Three: 
Europeans and ten Sepoys were killed in the attack. On the 12th 
Captain Coote, with 5o Europeans, and roo Sepoys, marched to the 
Bandell, a large village three miles north of the fort,. where they 
deftroyed feveral: granaries of rice, and in their return were fur- 
rounded in.the village by the fugitive garrifon, and the troops which 
had been tent from Muxadavad, from whom they difengaged them- 
felves without lofing aman. On the 16th a party proceeded in boats 
fome miles to the northward, and deftroyed feveral more granaries. 
on each fide of the river, and on the 19th the Europeans, with the 
{maller veflels, returned to Calcutta.. 

During this expedition to Hughley, news" arrived from Aleppo, that 
war had been. declared between Great Britain and France in the pre- 
ceding month of May. There were 300 Europeans, and a train of 
field artillery at Chandernagore : and the felect committee of Calcutta 
expected that they would immediately join the Nabob, with whom, 
it was thought, that the Englifh force, great as it was, would then 
be unable to cope, and in this perfuafion they determined to treat 
with him. Accordingly Colonel Clive wrote a letter to the 
Seals at Muxadavad requefting them to att as mediators 3. but news 
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of the attack upon Hughley arriving at the fame time, exa{perated 
the Nabob and all his officers fo much, that he immediately began 
his march, and the Sears were afraid to appear as friends to the 
Engliíh; they however aat their able agent Rungeet Roy to 
Akp the Nabob, and ordered Sain to correfpe ona with Colonel Clive. 

he merchant aes likewife accompanied the alae army. 

This man, anxious to recover his fhattered fortune , had followed 
him from Calcutta to Dna. where ingrat ine himfelf with 
Moonloll, who although no peblic minitter, had miore influence than 
all of them together, he foon acquired a degree of confidence and 
intimacy with the Nabob himfelf; who neverthelefs reftored with 
a very {paring hand his effects which had been feized in the general 
plunder and confifcation of the Englith property. Omichund being 
likewife proprietor of moft of the beft houfes, and having many 
other interefts in Calcutta, was folicitous to regain his former in- 
fluence among{t the Engiifh, by promoting the pacification. 

In the mean time the Englifh had not been negligent in making 
preparations to oppofe the Nabob’s approach to Calcutta, for they had 
fortified a camp with feveral outpofts around it, about a mile to the 
northward of the town, and half a mile from the bank of the river. 
The fituation was well chofen ; for a large lake, which commenceth 
about two miles to the eaftward of the Morattoe ditch, and adjoins 
to marfhes which extend to the fea, rendered it impoffible for an 
enemy coming from the northward to enter the company’s territory 
without paffing in fight of the camp; and at the end of the month 
the field artillery of the army was compleated by the arrival of the 
Marlborough, which had the greateft part on board. On the 3oth, 
the Nabob’s army began to crofs the river, about 10 miles above 
Hughley. Their approach immediately deterred the villagers from 
bringing any more provifions either to the town or camp, and all 


the natives who had been hired for the fervices of the army, deferted.. 


The want of bullocks ftill continued, and there was but one horfe 
either in the camp or town, and this had been brought from Madrafs. 
However, the apprehenfions of the French joining the Nabob, were 
in a lear meafure removed; for they, inftead of this refolution, 

which 
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which it was certainly their intereft to have taken without delay, re- 
fufed him their afliftance, and propofed to the Englith, that the two 
nations fhould engage by treaty not to commit hoftilities againft each 
other in Bengal during the continuance of the war. in- Europe. 
Neverthelefs,, ‘Colonel Clive defpaired of victory over the Nabob, al- 
though unaflifted by the French force; and yielding to the advice 
of Rungeet Roy, wrote a letter to the Nabob on the goth of Ja- 
nuary sp ae peace. The Nabob anfwered with expreflions of 


' cordiality; but continued his march. As he approached, an Arme- 


nian, named Petrus, brought and carried feveral meflages; and on the 


2d of February, the Nabob defired to confer with deputies, and 


pronifed to fend paffports for them in the evening; but no paffports 
came; and the next morning at day-break, the villages to the 
north-eaft were feen in flames, and foon after the van of his 
army appeared advancing in full march towards Calcutta. Their 
way was along a high reac which runs for a mile north and fouth, 

until it reaches the head of the lake, where was a bridge of ma- 
fonry, from whence the road turns and continues in the dire€tion of 
eaft and weft, almoft in a ftreight line for two miles until it joins 
the N. E. part of the Morattoe ditch: fo that 1f the bridge had been 
retrenched, and a detachment with two field-pieces pofted there, 
the enemy muft have paffed between this poft and the camp: but 
Colonel Clive, perhaps not imprudently eee to divide his force, 
and equally fo to break off the negotiation with the Nabob, fuffered 
the troops in fight to pafs unmolefted ; who fpread themfelves with- 


out the Morse ditch, and a body of their Louchees, or plunderers, 


who are armed with clubs, paffed into the company” s territory about 
noon, and attacked the tone of the natives in the northern | part 
of the town; but a detachment which had been potted at Perring’ s 
redoubt, fallied, and, killing fome of them, returned with . pri- 
foners; eich deterred the enemy from making any more incurfions 
during the reft of the day. In the plain, troops after ey in dif 
ferent intervals, followed the firt that appeared; and in the after- 
noon a large body, with cannon and coolies, began to intrench 
themfelves in a large garden on the right hand of the road, , midway 
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between the bridge and the Morattoe ditch, and about a mile and a . 
* half to the nese of the Englifh camp. On this infult, Colonel - 
Clive immediately marched with the greateit part of his troops, and 
fix field-pieces ; as they approached, he, enemy fired upon them from 
mine pieces of cannon, and feveral bodies of their cav. alry drew up 
‘on each fide of the garden, of which the attack appeared {o ha- 
zardous, that Clive reftrained the action to a cannonade, which con» 
tinued only an hour, that the troops might regain the camp before 
dark : three Sepoys.and two artillery men were killed, and about ten. 
of the enemy’s horfe. | 
The next morning, the main body of the enemy’s army appeared X 
| advancing in the fame road as the van had paffed, and a letter was 
i received from the Nabob, defiring that the deputies would come to 
' Nabob-gunge, a village fix miles to the north of the camp: on 
which Mr. Waith and Mr. Scrafton were immediately fent ; wh: 
when they arrived at Nabob-gunge, found that the Nabob had’ 
quitted it fome hours before ; on which they followed in the track 
of the army, and in the evening arrived'at his quarters, which he 
had taken up in a garden belonging to Omichund, fituated in the 
north-eaft part of the company’s territory, within the Morattoe ditch. 
H Y were trpduped by Runesg Bey to gnc prime minifter 


aiea ee ee oe eee 
t 


DY Nabob + was PA in fall ares ee eae Ns 
an eee many others of inferior degree, fuch as 
the o largeft ftature, cand bore:the greateft marks of ferocity 

ir countenances, had lkewife been {elected to attend on this 

cafiol n; who, to appear full more terrible, were dreffed in. thick 


penges with: enormous turbans, and during the audience 


The deputies ein by oS with the N abob 
ompany’s limits, whilft he was amufing Colonel 
f peace, after which they delivered a paper con- 
taining 
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taining their propofals, which the Nabob read, and having whifpered 
to fome of his officers, defired the deputies to confer with the Duan, 
and difmiffed the aflembly. As the deputies were going out, Omi- 
chund, who had been prefent at the audience, advifed them to take 
care of themfelves ; adding, with a very fanina look, that the 
Nabob’s cannon was not yet come up. ` The deputies fufpecting 
that the Nabob intended to detain them prifoners, ordered their at- 
tendants to extinguifh their lights ; and inftead of going to the tent 
of the Duan, haftened along the high road within the Morattoe 
ditch to Pinna s redoubt, a from thence to the camp. 

Their report determined Colonel Clive to attack the Nabob’s camp 
in the morning. At midnight 600 failors armed with firelocks were 
landed from the fhips of war; the battalion of Europeans were 
650, the artillery-men 100, the Sepoys 800, the field-pieces 6 fix- 
pounders. The order of march was a line advancing in half-files, 
that is three men abreaft: half the Sepoys marched before, and half 
behind the battalion of Europeans; in the rear were the field-pieces 
with the artillery-men and Lafcars, and all the failors. To leffen 
the incumbrance of carriages, there being no bullocks to draw them, 
the Lafcars carried the ammunition of the field-pieces on their heads ; 
and to deter them from flinging away their loads and taking flight, 
they were guarded on all fides by a part of the failors; other failors 
were allotted to draw the field-pieces, and the reft of them marched 
as they could, immediately behind the rear divifion of Sepoys ; Colo- 
nel Clive kept in the middle of the battalion. Of the Nabob’s < army, 
a Pate with the general Meer Jaffier, were within the Morattoe ditch; 
and moft of thefe encamped near Omichund’s garden, as a protection 
to the Nabob, who lay there; but much the greateft part encamped 
between this ditch and the lake, overf{preading all the ground be- 
tween, without method or order. -A little before the dawn of day, 
the È ayers line came upon their advanced guards, ftationed in the 
ditches of that part of the high road which leads from the bridge 
at the head of the lake, to the Morattoe ditch. ‘Thefe guards, after 
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firing their matchlocks, and difcharging fome rockets, ran away: but. 


one of the rockets ftriking the cartouch- box of one of the Sepoys, 
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fet fire to the charges, which blowing up, communicated the mif-- 
chief to feveral others, and the dread of catching this fire threw the 
whole divifion into confufion: fortunately none of the enemy were 
at hand to take advantage of it, and Captain Coote, who marched at: 
the head of the grenadiers, immediately in the rear of the Sepoys,. 
rallied them ; and reftored the line of march. By this time it was day- 
light, when a very thick fog, peculiar to the mornings of this feafon 
of the year in Bengal, began to over{pread the ground. 
proceeded without farther interruption, until they came oppofite to 
Omichund’s garden, when they heard the found of horfe comi ng: 
upon them on the full gallop from the right; on which they halted. 

This cavalry was a body of Perfians eiecti mounted, and fta- 
tioned as an outguard to the Nabob, under that part of the Morattoe 
ditch, Be oh Seefe Omichund’s garden : they were fuffered to 
come within thirty yards before the line gave fire, which fell heavy,. 
and killing many of them, the reft. inftantly difperfed in great con- 
fufion. The line then proceeded flowly, platoons conftantly firing 
on either hand; whilft the field-pieces in the rear fired fingle balls 
forward, but obliquely outward, on each fide of the line; but all 
Without any immediate object; for the fog prevented any man from 
feeing beyond the ground on which he trod.. About a mile to the 


The line 


_ fouth of the garden is a narrow caufeway, raifed feveral feet above the 


level of the country, with a ditch on each fide; it leads from the 
ealt to the Morattoe ditch, and acrofs it into the company’s territory. . 
The enemy had barricaded the paffage; which it was intended to 
force, and from thence to proceed, as it were, back again, along 
the high road adjoining to and on the infide of the rampart, in order 
to attack the Nabob’s quarters at the garden : but as foon as the firft 
divifion of Sepoys changed their former dire&tion and began to march 
along the caufeway, the field-pieces in the rear, on the right of the 
line, continuing to fire forward, killed feveral of them ; upon which 
the whole divifion fought their fafety in the ditch, on the other fide 
of the caufeway, and the troops who fucceeded them croffed it like- 
wife, not knowing what to do. As foon as this was reported to Co- 


lonel Clive, he ordered the whole line to continue crofling the 
caufe- 
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caufeway, but to halt immediately after they had paffed it, intend- 17 57. 
ing to form them intọ fome difpofition, proper to ftorm the pafs; SnI 
this brought the whole together into one irregular heap, and whilft - 
Colonel Clive was waiting for the return of two or three officers, . 
whom he had fent to examine the barricade, the troops were unex- 
pectedly aflailed by a difcharge from two pieces of heavy cannon, loaded " 
with langrain, and mounted within 200 yards, upon a {mall baftion 
of the Morattoe cinch to the right of the barricade, which killed- 
and difabled 22 Europeans ; oen difcharge {foon followed, with- 
lefs, but, however, with fome effe&.. This apoyan inftantly over--- 
fet the refolution of ftorming the pafs; and the line immediately 
began to extend itfelf again, as well to prefent the feweft bodies to> 1 
the cannonade, as to gain without delay.a broad ‘high road, which, = l 
about half a mile to the fouth of the caufeway, crofles the Morattoe aa 
ditch into the company’s territory, and then joins the ayenue leading ~ 
to the fort of Calcutta.. But their progrefs was now continually re- - 
tarded by the exceflive labour and difficulty of tranfporting the field- - 
pieces ; for the ground between the caufeway and the road was laid » 


out in fmall rice fields, each of which was enclofed bya feparate ` 


bank, fo that the field-pieces could only be drawn along the ditches » 
between the banks, and were therefore at every field in-a different 
direction: fometimes, likewife, it. was neceflary to raife them over ~ 
the banks into the field, in-order to repulfe the enemy’s cavalry ; who = 
after nine o'clock, when the fog cleared, were difcovered threaten- — ae a 
ing to the left ;.¢ver and anon advancing fo near, that it was necef= ; ; pii 
an y to detach platoons from the line to E them. - In the mean - 

time the fire of the enemy’s two pieces of cannon continued, and a= 

quarter of a mile to the fouth oe thefe, two other pieces began - 

likewife to annoy the line from the fame rampart.. At ten,- 

after much fatigue and aétion, the troops, having abandoned two - 

of the field-pieces, which. had broken down, arrived, and formed ` : 

in the high-road leading to the avenue, where a body of ‘horfe - 


and foot were pofted in front to-defend the paflage acrofs the - pr 
Morattoe ditch. Several very large bodies of cavalry likewife < SF 
affembled in the rear, a€ung with more courage than thofe in + E 

z í fronty . i 
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front, and prefed hard upon one-of the field-pieces, which was 
gallantly refcued by Enfign Yorke, with a platoon of Adlercron’s 
regiment. - The fire of a few other platoons difperfed the enemy in 
front; and the troops being now within the company’s territory, 
might have proceeded along the read on the infide of the ditch, 
quite.up to Qmichund'’s garden, where the Nabob ftill remained, 
furrounded by a large body ef cavalry; but Colonel Clive thinking 
that they had already endured too much fatigue, continued march- 
ing ftreight along the avenue to the fort, where they arrived about 
noon. Zwenty-feven of the battalion, 12 failors, and r8 Sepoys 
were killed, and 70 of the battalion, with 12 failors, and 35 Sepoys, 


were wounded; two captains of the Company’s troops, Pye and ` 


Bridges, and Mr. Belcher, the fecretary of Colonel Clive, were 
killed; Mr. Ellis, a factor, who with feveral other young men in 
the mercantile fervice of the company, ferved as a volunteer, loft his 
leg by acannon ball. The greateft part of this mifchief was done 
by the four pieces of cannon from the rampart of the Morattoe ditch. 


In the evening the troops returned to their camp, pafling through the 


town along the ftreets neareft to the river, and part of the way 
within a quarter of a mile of the ftations of the enemy, who did not 

moleft them. . i 
The troops, officers as well as common men, difpirited by the lofs 
which had been fuftained, and the rifques to which they had been 
expofed, as they thought, to very little purpofe, blamed their com- 
It was ne- 
verthelefs neceflary, as well to convince the enemy that their for- 
mer inactivity did not proceed from fear, as becaufe the difficulty 
of obtaining provifions increafed every hour whilft the Nabob re- 
mained fo near Calcutta. But it was ill concerted; for the troops 
ought to ‘have affembled at Perring’s redoubt, which is not half a 
anile from Omichund’s garden, to which they might have marched 
from the .redoubt, in a fpacious road, capable of admitting 
42 or 15 men a-breaft, on the left expofed indeed to the annoy- 
ance of matchlocks from {fome enclofures, where, however, cavalry. 
could not ac; but their right would have been defended by the 
; rampart 
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rampart of the Morattoe ditch, contiguous to which- the road lies; 
and their only danger would have been in front, from onfets of ca- 
valry, and the difcharge of what pieces of cannon the enemy ye 
got near the garden. 

The Nabob’s army was much more diheattened than the Englith.. 
‘They had loft 22 officers of diftinétion, 600 common men, four ele- 
phants, 500 horfes, fome camels, and a great number of bullocks. 
The Nabob himfelf having never before been fo near the tumult of 

a battle, regarded the attacks of his camp as an.effort of. uncommon 
ireid accufed all his own officers of cowardice, and would have 
immediately retreated out of the company’s territory, had they not 
promifed to be better prepared in future.. Accordingly his whole 
army pafled the fucceeding night on the watch,- firing cannon and 
mufketry until day-light,. in order to encourage themfelves, and to 
deter the Englifh from. attacking them again. AS 

The next morning Rungeet RO , by the Nabob’s SR wrote a 
letter to Colonel Clive: complaining of the hoftilities which he had : 
committed ; but making propofals of peace. 'To which Colonel Clive, 
in a letter to the. N AON himíelf, replied, ‘that. he had marched 
through his camp with no other intention than to convince him of ; 
what aie Englifh troops were capable, who, he faid, had cautioufly ~ 
hurt none, excepting fuch as had oppofed them; but that he was 
willing to renew-the negotiation. The Nabob, inftead of refenting 
the {coff, ordered Rungeet-Roy to continue the correfpondence ; and 
_ under the pretence of acting confiftently with his profeffions of peace, 
moved: his whole army, . a encamped about three miles to the : 
north-eaft of the lake.. They-pafled in fight of the Englifh camp, . 
and were again fuffered to proceed without moleftation. og 

Meflages of negotiation continued, brought and carried by Omi- - 
chund and Rungeet Roy ; and, on the gth.of February, a trea y wa 
concluded of the following purport: ‘ The Nabob agreed to ‘reftore 
the Company’ s PAOS but only fuch of the p undered effets : 


*©-of his government. He permitted the Englith to fortify Calcutta 
“ in whatfoever manner they fhould.think expedient ; allowed them: — 


Coe to.: 
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„arrived at Augadeep, 40 miles fouth of Muxadavad, wherehe halted, 
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í to coin gold and filver in a mint of their owns exempted all 


<< merchandizes pafling with their Du/fucks or paflports, from tax, 


«c fee, or impofition; permitted them to take poffeflion of the thirty- 
<e eight villages, of which the grant had been obtained by the em- 
-<¢ bafly in 1717, from the Emperor Furrukíhir; and in general 
-*¢ confirmed all the privileges which had been granted to them by 
-<é- former emperors ever fince their firt ar 


23 


in the province. 


R olub, were the only 


“The oaths of the Nabob, Meer Jaffier and Ro 
pledges or fecurity for the execution of the tr 


ar 
doo 
cat aty. 

On the 11th the Nabob removed a few miles f: 


‘arther to the north, 


-and the next day fent the ufual ferpaws or prefents of dreffes to Ad- 


miral Watfon and Colonel Clive, by Rungeet Roy and Omichund, 
and propofed an alliance offenfive and defenfive againft all enemies. 


This propofal was accepted without hefitation, and the article rati- 


fied was fent back the free day by Omichund, who. was likewife 
antrufted by Colonel Clive to found if the Nabob would permit the 
Englifh to attack the French fettlement of Chandernagore; for 
there was time before the fetting in of the fouthern monfoon. es 
Wabob detefted the idea; but, dreading an immediate renewal of 
hoftilities, temporized; and pretending that Mr. Bufly from tha 
:Decan, and a HONERLON from Pondicherry, were coming to Bengal, 
he requefted that the Englifh would prevent them from entering ihis 
dominions; and, as a Ter difguife, he requefted 20 Englifh gun- 
mers to ferve in his own artillery; he likewife comer ded: that 
Mr. Watts might be appointed the company’s reprefentative at his 
«court; choofing him from a perfuafion that he was a meek man, 
without guile. The next day he continued his march to Muxadavad, 
-and Colonel Clive having received no pofitive injunction to the con- 


strary from thé Nabob, determined to profecute the enterprize againtt 
-Chandernagore. Accordingly, on the 18th, the Englith troops 
-crofied the river a few miles above Calcutta, and encamped on the 
oppofite fhore ; but before this time the French had taken the alarm, 
‘and by repeated letters called on the Nabob, as he valued-his own 


fafety, to protect their fettlement; their meflengers found him juft 


and 
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and immediately wrote a letter, peremptorily commanding the Eng- 
lith to defift from their intention. 

In the mean time Mr. Watts fet out for Muxadavad, and with him 
were fent the artillery-men requefted by the Nabob ; he was likewife 
accompanied by Omichund, whofe conduét in the late negotiation 
had effaced the impreflion of former imputations, infomuch that 
Mr. Watts was permitted to confult and employ him without referve 
on all occafions. They ftopped on the 18th near Hughley, where 
Omichund difcovered that a meflenger from the Nabob had arrived 
the day before with a prefent of 100,000 rupees to the government 
of Chandernagore ; that the governor of Hughley, Nuncomar, had 
received orders to aflift the French, in cafe the Englith fhould attack 
them; and that a detachment of the Nabob’s army was marching 
from Augadeep to reinforce the troops at Hughley ; on which Omi- 
chund vifited Nuncomar, and by pompous reprefentations of the 
Englith force, by affurances of their prote€tion and favour, | and the 
promife of 12,000 rupees to be paid as foon as Chandernagore fhould 
be taken, won him over to their interefts ; a {triking inftance of the 
extreme venality which prevails even amongft the higheft ranks in 
Indoftan; for the annual emoluments of the Phoufdar amounted to 
250,000 rupees. On the 21ft, Watts and Omichund arrived at 

" Augadeep, when the Nabob immediately fent for Omichund, and, 
exprefling much indignation at the intention of ‘the Englith to at- 
tack Chandernagore, commanded him to anfwer ftrictly whether 
they intended to maintain, or to break, the treaty. Omichund told 
him that the Englifh were famous throughout the world for their 

ood faith ; infomuch that a man in England, who on any occafion 
told a lye, was utterly difgraced, and never after admitted to the fo- 
ciety of his former friends and acquaintance: then calling in a Bra- 
min, who chanced to be attending near the tent, he put his hand 
on the Bramin’s foot, a form of oath amongft the Gentoos, and 
fwore, that the Englifh would never break the treaty. The Nabob, 
fomething appeafed by this folemn declaration, faid he would re- 
voke the orders he had given to Meer Jaffier, to march with half 
the army to Chandernagore; and inftruéted Omichund to affure 

VoL. IL Colonel 
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Colonel Clive, that the troops which had marched two days before, 
were not intended to affift the French. ‘The next day he received a 
letter from Colonel Clive, affuring him that he would not commit 
hoftilities againft the French ot his confent ; on which he con- 
tinued his march to Muxadavad. 

Neverthelefs, Mr. Watts and Omichund did not defpair of ob- 
taining his permiffion ; and on their arrival at Muxadavad, practifed 
with fuch of the favourites and minifters as could promote the fuc- 


cefs of their applications. ‘Their folicitations created much anxiety 


and agitation in the court, where the French, from various caufes, 
had many friends. Monickchund, and feveral other officers of note, 
had fhared largely of the fpoil of Calcutta, and being convinced that 
nothing would render the Englith fo formidable to the Nabob, as 
the redu€tion of Chandernagore, expected to be called upon to re- 
fund their plunder as foon as that event fhould happen: Coja 
Wazeed managed the greateft part of the French trade in Bengal 
with great profit to himfelf; and, to the Seats Mootabray and 
ea N the government of Chandernagore was indebted a 
million anda half of rupees. ‘Thefe various interefts concurred in 
counteracting the practices and petitions of Mr. Watts and Omi- 
chund, -and the remonftrances of Colonel Clive. The Nabob en- 
couraged all the intrigues which were employed on both fides ; and 
even often exprefied himfelf to Mr. Watts and Omichund in terms 
which implied permiffion ; but every letter which he wrote to Co- 
lonel Clive, and fcarce a day pafled without one, pofitively forbade 
the attack. With thefe contradiétions he kept the Englith coun- 
cils in fufpence until the end of February, when he received in- 
telligence that an army of Pitans had taken Delhi, and intended to 
conquer the eaftern provinces of the empire. This news {tuck him 
with fo much confternation, that he immediately difpatched a letter 
to Colonel Clive, requefting his affiftance againft this imaginary. in- 
valon of his own dominions, and offered to allow a hundred thou- 
fand rupees a month for the expences of the Englith troops. 

The government of Chandernagore, at the fame time that they 


- were Gai a the protection of the Nabob, profecuted their nego- 


tiation 
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tiation with the Englifh at Calcutta, where the fele committee, 
having little hopes of obtaining the Nabob’s confent to attack them, 
confented to a treaty of neutrality and pacification in Bengal, and 
agreed thatiit fhould be guaranteed by the Nabob: but when all 
points feemed to be adjufted, Mr. Watfon refufed his concurrence, 
becaufe the a& of Chandernagore was not obligatory on Pondicherry; 
whereas Calcutta treated without reference to a fuperior power. Co- 
nonel Clive was at this time become more anxious than any one to 
conclude the treaty, and infifted, that Admiral Watfon fhould either 
ratify it, or proceed immediately againft Chandernagore, without 
Waiting for the Nabob’s confent. The Admiral reje€ting the alter- 
native, altercations enfued, which delayed the execution of the treaty, 
until Clive received the Nabob’s invitation to march to his affiftance 
againft the Pitans. On the fame day a boat from Ingelee brought in- 
telligence of the arrival of three fhips from Bombay, under the com- 
mand of Commodore James, which had on board three companies 
of infantry, and one of artillery, and that the Cumberland, of 74 
guns, which had parted from the fleet in the paflage from Madrafs, 
was arrived in the road of Ballafore. With fuch additions the En- 
glifh force was deemed capable of taking Chandernagore, although 
protected by the Nabob’s army : Colonel Clive therefore immediately 
difmiffed the French deputies, who were then with him, waiting to 
fign the treaty, which was even written out fair, and which they 
fuppofed had been intirely concluded : he at the fame time wrote to 
the Nabob, that he would join him as foon as the news concerning 
the approach of the Pitans fhould be verified, and that he fhould in 
the mean time proceed as far as Chandernagore. Accordingly the 
troops quitted their encampment oppofite to Calcutta on the 7th of 
March, while the artillery proceeded in boats, advancing flowly, 
that the Bombay detachment might have time to come up the river, 
before they entered the French limits. In the interval the Nabob 
was kept quiet by his dread of the Pitans, and the reprefentations of 
Nuncomar, who conftantly affured him that the Englifh had no 
hoftile intentions. ~Neverthelefs, Admiral Watfon refufed to attack 
the French until the confent of the Nabob was obtained ; to whom, 
T2 : _ however, 
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ite 1767. however, he reprefented, that the government of Chandernagore 
it ——  jittle deferved his favour, fince they had made ufe of his name ta 
He Parehe fanctify a treaty which they had no power to conclude; and com- 
hh? ~ 


plained at the fame time, with {fome menaces, that he had neither 
iki made any reftitution, nor accomplifhed any other part of his treaty 
with the Englifh. The Nabob, perplexed with the angry ftyle of 
Mr. Watfon’s letter, made ufe of thefe words in his anfwer: < If 
s% an enemy comes to you and implores your mercy with a clear 
s heart, his life fhould be fpared; but if you miftruft his fincerity, 
‘¢ act according to the time and occafion.” ‘This letter was fearcely 
difpatched before his favourites made him change his mind, and 


$ write others pofitively forbidding the attack; but Mr. Watfon, 
3 confidering this contradiétion as an indignity, ordered the fhips 
to move. 


The fettlement of Chandernagore, like that of Calcutta, confifted 
ofa territory, a town inhabited by the natives, another by the French, 
and a fort. The territory, beginning from the fouthern limits of 
the Dutch fettlement of Chinchura, extended two miles along the 
bank of the river, and about one and a half inland.. - The fort was 
fituated nearly at an equal diftance, between the north and foutl: 
extremity of this territory, and about 30 yards from the river. It 
was a {quare of about 130 yards, with four baftions, each mounting 

io guns;. feveral more were mounted in different parts of the ram- 
parts, and eight upon a ravelin, which ftood on the margin of the 
- river, before the gateway of the weftern curtain : all thefe were heavy: 
cannon, from: twenty-four to thirty-two pounders ; and fix of fmalle» 
-calibre were planted on the terras of a church within the fort, which 
overlooked the walls. ‘The French, after they received intelligence 
of the declaration of war, had: begun to dig a ditch, had demolifhed 
all the buildings which. ftood within. roo yards of the wails, and 
ufed the ruins to form a glacis; but neither the ditch nor the glacis 
were compleated : to fupply thefe defects, they had erected feveral 
batteries without the verge of the glacis; one of three guns before 
the gate leading to Chinchura; another of four, in a high road 
leading from the weftward to the north face of the fort: to the 

3 ‘  fouth- 
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fouthward they had four batteries, three of which were in the prin- 

cipal ftreets leading to the fort, and the, other clofe to the river, 

about 150 yards fouth of the fort, commanded a narrow part of 
the channel, in which feveral {hips had been funk, in order to ftop 
the paflage of the men of war. The garrifon. confifted of 600 Eu- 
ropeans, and 300 Sepoys ; but only 300 of the Europeans were re- 
gular troops, the reft being inhabitants of the town and- failors. 
They likewife expected the affiftance of the troops belonging to 
Hughley, of which a part were already ftationed within their 
bounds; but Nuncomar fulfilled his promife to Omichund, and re- 
called thefe troops as foon as the Engilfh appeared in fight, alledg- 
ing to the Nabob, that he had withdrawn. them in order to preferve. 


the ftandard of the province from the difgrace to which it would in- 
‘evitably have been expofed, by affifting the French againft fo fupe- 


rior a force as that which was come to attack them.. 

The detachment from Bombay having joined, Colonel Clive com- 
menced. hoftilities on the 14th of March. In order to avoid the op— 
pofition of the batteries in the fouthern part of the town, the troops. 
entered the French limits from the weftward, along the high road. 
leading to the north face of the fort; detachments from the garrifon. 
were placed in the thickets-on either hand, who fkirmuhed until 
three in the afternoon, and then retired to the battery in the road, 
which lay under command of the north-weft baftion.. The Englifh. 
from feveral houfes near continued to fire upon.the battery with. 
their {mall arms until night, when the enemy fpiked up the cannon,. 
and retreated into the fort. The defertion of this battery rendered 
the other four to the fouth, excepting that on the bank of the river, 
of no ufe, and. expofed them all to be taken in the rear, when the 
retreat of their guards to the fort would be cut off: to prevent. 
which their guns and men were recalled’ early the next morning, 
before the Englifh troops were in motion to intercept them.. At noon 
the Englith army took pofleffion of the houfes:neareft ta the fouthern. 


efplanade, and under their fhelter fuffered very little from the fire ~ 


of the garrifon. The 16th was employed in bringing up the artil-. 
lery and ftores, and the next day they began to fire mufketry from. 
. the. 
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| 1757. the tops of the houfes, and to throw {hells from fome cohorns, and 
ii ee a thirteen inch-mortar ; this annoyance continued on the 18th : the 
IEE F next day a battery was begun behind fome ruins, oppofite the fouth 
face of the s. E. baftion, and, at the fame time, mounted three 
- pieces of cannon on the enemy’s battery clofe to the river, turning 
-them againft the fouth flank and face of the north-eaft baftion: this 
«day the fhips, Kent, Tyger, and Salifbury, arrived from Calcutta, 
> -and anchored about a mile below the fort. The navigation had been 
| extremely difficult, but conducted with extreme precaution and {kill 
by Captain. Speke, who commanded the Kent. On the 20th the 
fire from the fort filenced the three guns on the battery clofe to the 
-river, and on the 21ft they beat down a houfe near the other, the 
ruins ef which buried fome men, none of whom, however, were 
ee mortally hurt. The next day this battery was compleated, and the 
: other repaired: not more than 20 men, Europeans and Sepoys, had 
-been-killed and wounded in all thefe operations. In the mean time 
- the narrow channel between the fhips and the fort had been dili- 
3S -gently founded, and it was found that the veffels which were in- 
} tended to obftru&t their paffage, had not been funk in the proper 
place. Every thing being ready on fhore, it was determined to at- 
tack with the fhips the next day; and, indeed, no time was to be 
loft; for the Nabob finding himfelf deceived, had continually dif- 
patched meflengers, of whom fix arrived in one day, with letters 
-commanding the Englifh in very imperious and menacing terms to 
-difcontinue the attack; he had likewife fent forward a part of his 
„army under the command of Roydoolub, who, having advanced 
within twenty miles of Hughley, halted in confequence of the repre- 
: fentations of Nuncomar, affuring him that the French would fur- 
„render before he could arrive to their afliftance. 

During this interval, the Cumberland, in which Admiral Pocock’ 
hoifted his flag, arrived. at Ingelee. After ftriking on the fand off 
‘Point Palmyras, fhe-plied ten days againft the wind and currents in 
yain to get ‘round, when the great number of fick on board, amount- 
ing to 266, -determined Mr. Pocock to bear away for refrefhment 
=£0 Vizagapatam, where he found the fettlement in fears, not ill 

an founded; 
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_ founded, of being attacked by M. Buffy; and landed ninety of 


the Company’s troops, to reinforce their garrifon. From hence, 


as the currents {till continued ftrong from the Norward, he. 


failed for intelligence to Madrafs, where, at the requeft of the 
prefidency, he landed the reft, one hundred more, and received 
the fame number of {failors belonging to the {quadron, which 
had recovered in the hofpital. There ftill remained on board go rank 
and file, who were of Adlercron’s regiment, and they returned with 
the fhip to Ingelee, where the report from Calcutta fignified, that the 
three other men of war with Admiral Watfon were proceeding from 
thence to Chandernagore, of which the attack might be expetted’ 
every day. There was no time to carry the {hip up the river; 
for the pilotage at this feafon requires feveral; mor were any: 
boats {fent down to convey the troops with their accoutrements; on 
which Mr. Pocock, with a {pirit worthy of an Englifh admiral, . 
took the Cumberland’s barge, and rowing night and day, joined Mr. 
Watfon a few hours before the morning of the attack, and imme- 
diately hoifted his flag in the Tyger. 

This {hip was appointed to attack the N.E. baftion of the fort, 
the Kent againft the ravelin before the middle of the curtain, the 
Salifbury againft thes. £e. baftion. At fun-rife the two batteries on 


fhore began to fire, the one againft the s. £. baftion with twenty-four ° 


pounders, the other ‘againft the N.E. with three; to which the 
enemy’s fire was much fuperior until feven o’clock; when the Tyger 
coming oppofite to the ravelin, before the gateway, her firft broad- 
fide obliged the enemy to abandon that defence ; after which fhe 
proceeded, and anchored at the diftance of 50 yards, directly oppofite 
to the n. E. baftion. The Kent foon after let go her anchor oppofite 


to the ravelin, but in this inftant, the fire from the fort killed and 


wounded feveral of the failors appointed to manage the fhip, and a 
{hot unfortunately difabled the commander, Captain Speke; who 
not being able to continue the dire€tions he intended to give, fo 
much confufion enfued, that the cable, not ftopped in time, ran out 
to its end; and the fhip, inftead of anchoring oppofite to the ravelin, 


fell back fo far, that her poop appeared beyond the s.z. baftion, expofed — 


fa Mee F like- 
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likewife to a flank of the baftion on the s.w. The enemy, elated 
with this advantage, kept up fo hot a fire, that Admiral Watfon, 
jnftead of attempting to recover his intended ftation, determined to 
decide the. conteft where his {hip lay, which occupying the poft in- 
tended for the Salifbury, this fhip anchored 150 yards lower down 
the river, and remained out of the action, which was maintained 
entirely by the Kent and Tyger. The cannonade was fierce, every 
fhot on both fides took place; and, at the fame time, the two bat- 
teries on fhore affailed with a crofs fire the two baftions of the fort, 
againft which the fhips direfted their broad-fides. At nine o’clock, 
the fort fhewed a flag of truce, and Mr. Watfon, not to let the 
enemy fee the condition of his fhip, fent Captain Coote, of the 
King’s regiment afhore to receive their propofals ; and whilft mef- 
fages were pafling concerning the terms of furrender, 50 of the beft 
foldiers of the garrifon, with 20 Topafies, and feveral officers, quitted 
the fort, and marched to the northward. At three in the afternoon 
the capitulation was concluded. 

During this action, the Salifbury received only fome ftraggling 
thot, which did little damage, and the fort received as little from her 
fire. In the Tyger, the mafter and 14 others were killed, and 56 
wounded: the Kent received fix fhot in her mafts, and 142 in her 
hull; the firft lieutenant Mr. Perrot, and 18 of the crew, were 
killed, and 72 wounded. Amidft this flaughter, it was a general 
confolation that the wound of Captain Speke was not mortal, whofe 
enterprizing {pirit, and nautical abilities, had eminently contributed 
to the fucceffes of this {quadron in India: the fame ball, which ftruck 
the calf of his leg, carried off the thigh of his fon, a youth of pro- 
mifing hopes, who died of this difafter. Of the Englith troops on 
fhore, only one man was killed, and ro wounded, during this laft 
attack ; but the fire of their batteries, and of their mufketry from 
the tops of the houfes, haftened the furrender of the fort, in which 
40 men were killed and 7o wounded. The defence was gallant, 


. more efpecially as none of the garrifon, excepting a few of the 


officers, had ever before been in fervices of danger: Mr. Devignes, 


a Captain of one of the French company’s {hips, commanded thé 
baftions, 
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baftions, and infpired his own activity and courage into all who ferved 
under him. The immediate reduction of the fort was owing to 
the fhips, and of them, only to the two in .which the two Ad- 
mirals hoifted their flags, wee fire did as much execution in 
three hours, as the batteries on fhore would have done in feveral 
days; during which the whole of the Nabob’s army might have ar- 
rived, Sito the Sexe muft have been raifed : otherwise the troops 
alone were fufficient to accomplith the fuccafs. 

At the fame time that the Nabob heard of the furrender of Chan- 
dernagore, he received more pofitive, but {till falfe, intelligence from 
Patna, that the army of Pitans, againft whom he had afked the 
affiftance of the Englifh troops, were in full march to invade the 
province of Behar, and that they had engaged Balagerow, the ge- 
neral of the Morattoes, to invade Bengal. F tightened by this intel- 
ligence he wrote letters of P dedan to Admiral Watfon and 
Colonel Clive, expreffing the Recor defire to remain in friendfhip 
and alliance with them, and offered the territory of Chandernagore 
to the Englifh on the fame terms as it had been held by the French 
Company; but he ordered the divifion of his army, which had 
marched with Roydulub, to continue at Plafly on the Ifland of Cof- 
fimbuzar, 30 miles to the South of Muxadavad. This guard did not 
accord with his profeffions ; and it was determined to try the -fin- 


cerity of them by requefting him to give up all the other French 


factories and fubjects remaining in his dominions. Nothing could 
be more repugnant to his intentions ; for he had ordered his officers 
to protect the foldiers of Chandernagore, who had left the fort during 
the attack ; and by this affiftance they had efcaped an Enelith de- 
tachment fent in purfuit of them, and were arrived fafe at Coffim- 
buzar: however, he anfwered Colonel Clive with much civility, 
though with inconfiftent excufes; alledging, that as a prince he 
could not perfecute the diftrefled, and as a feudatory of the great 
Mogul he could not contribute to the deftruétion of Europeans, 
who were eftablifhed in the province by the permiffion of fo many 
Emperors ; as if the fame reafons ought not to have prevented him 
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from deftroying Calcutta. But left thefe evafions fhould create fuf- 
picions, he began to reftore part of the Englith effects, and paid 
450,000 rupees in money. 

In the mean time, the captors collected the plunder of Chander- 
nagore, which amounted to 100,0001. {terling. The fhips returned 
to Calcutta, where the Kent, infirm before, was condemned as unfit 
for future fervice. The feafon was by this time fo far advanced, 
that the other fhips could not get out to fea before the fouthern 
monfoon fet in. The troops might indeed have been fent to the coaft 


of Cormondel, if they had been embarked, immediately after Chan- 


dernagore was taken, on feveral veflels, which were ready to fail at 
that time. But Colonel Clive determined, contrary to the orders of 
Madrafs, to remain in Bengal with the whole army until the month 
of September; being convinced that the Nabob would never fulfil 
the terms of the treaty of February, unlefs conftrained by fear. He 
therefore, inftead of leading the army back to Calcutta, encamped 
on the plain to the north of Hughley, where it was better fituated 
either to awe or to act again{t the Nabob. 

In this interval Mr. Law, the chief of the French fa€tory at 
Coffimbuzar, had perfuaded the Nabob that a fleet of 40 French 
fhips were attacking Bombay. The Nabob elated by this fuppofition 
returned to his former equivocations concerning the treaty. On 
which Colonel Clive wrote to him, that nothing but his permiftion 
to attack the French at Coffimbuzar could convince the Englith that 
he bore the good will of an ally towards them, and that his dignity 
might be preferved by affifting neither fide. This letter provoked 
him to excefs, and amongft other extravagancies, he faid publickly, 
he would put Mr. Watts to death. But foon recollecting the im- 
prudence of this threat ; and being as anxious to prevent the Enelifh 
troops from advancing towards his capital, as he was folicitous to pre- 
ferve the French for future contingencies, he furnifhed Mr. Law 
with money, arms, and ammunition, and ordered him to march 
with all his men, as if proceeding to the weftern frontiers of Behar 3. 
but in expe@ation of being foon recalled to Muxadavad. Accor- 


dingly this body of adventurers, confifting of 190 Europeans, and 
60 


- 
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60 Coromandel Sepoys, with 30 {mall carriages, and four elephants, 
pafled through the city in military array on the 16th of April, and 
having croficd the river, proceeded towards Behar. This evafion 
however deceived nobody. And Colonel Clive prepared to fend a 
detachment in purfuit of them. 

The report of the detachment renewed the indignation of the 
Nabob ; he immediately ordered the Englith Vacqueel to quit his 
prefence, and to appear no more at the palace, and fent two of his 
officers to Mr. Watts, propofing this alternative; “ either that he 
“ fhould immediately return to Calcutta; or give an affurance under 
“ his hand, that the Englifh fhould make no further attempts to 
“© moleft the French.” Mr. Watts refufed either to retire, or to 
give the affurance, and obtained leave to confult the prefidency, who 
ordered him to fend what treafure and effeéts he had collected to Cal- 
cutta, as opportunities might offer, but without {eeming either to 
fear or to intend mifchief : Colonel Clive alfo detached 40 Europeans 
to protect the factory, and {ent in feveral boats a fupply of ammu- 
nition concealed under rice. 

By this time the mutual fufpicions between the Nabob and the 
Englifh were fo much increafed, that Colonel Clive thought a rupture 
inevitable, and even neceflary. He therefore perfifted in his refo- 
lution of fending a detachment in purfuit of Mr. Law; and having 


received information that Meer Jaffier, the general of the army, was 
offended againft the Nabob, he advifed Mr. Watts to cultivate his 


friendfhip. 


The {pirit of rebellion had for fome time been lurking in the court 
of Surajah Dowlah ; he had imprifoned Monickchund, and upon re- 
leafing, had obliged him to pay a million of rupees as a fine for the 


effects he had plundered in Calcutta. The Duan Roydoolub, al- 
though the firft civil officer in the ftate, found his conduct fubject 
to the controul of the favourite Moonlol. To the Seats, the Nabob 
behaved with civility ; but they, accuftomed to the confidence and 
ood fenfe of Allaverdy, trembled for their wealth, under the 

caprices of his fucceflor ; and they had long been connected with 
U2 Meer 
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Meer Jaffier, who, although he defpifed the wretched charafter of 
Surajah Dowlah, dreaded the excefles:of it. 

Mr, Watts communicated with Omichund on the ftate of tem- 
pers and refentments; and they admitted Mr. Scrafton to their 
councils, who came at this time to Muxadavad in his way-to Dacca, 
and was inftructed by Colonel Clive to obferve, whilft he remained 
there. Omichund with his ufual buftle attended every day at the 
Durbar, and was as-affiduous in his vifits to the principal officers of 
the government. i 

On the 23d of April an officer named Yar Khan Latty, by a pri- 
vate meflage, requefted to confer with Mr. Watts in fecrecy. "This 
man commanded: 2000 horfe in the Nabob’s fervice, but received a’ 
ftipend from the Sea/s to defend them upon any occafion of danger 
even again{t the Nabob himfelf. It is therefore probable that he was 
now employed by the Seats to difcover the real intentions of the 


Englifh towards the Nabob. Mr. Watts fent Omichund, whom: 
Latty informed, “ that the Nabob would very foon march with the: 
<< greateft part of his forces towards Patna, againft the Pitans; and: 
_ & that he intended to temporize with the Englith until his return to 


« Muxadavad ; when-he had determined to extirpate them out of 


_ € his dominions, into which he had {worn that they fhould never 


‘ return; that moft of his officers held him in utter deteftation, 


« and were ready to join the firft leader of diftinGion who fhould: 
“ takearms-; that the Englifh army might, during his abfence, take- 


s poffeffion of Muxadavad ; and that he, Latty, with his own troops,. 
<¢ would join them in the attempt; when if they would proclaim 


«< him Nabob, he fhould be fupported by Roydoolub, and the Sears s. 


« he offered in return to enter into any engagements which the 
“ Englith fhould ftipulate for the advantage of their own affairs.” 
Mr. Watts approved the fcheme, and communicated it to Colonel: 


Clive, who approving it likewife, immediately countermanded the 


detachment which was ready to march in purfuit of Mr. Law, and 
wrote a very civil letter to the Nabob. 
The day after the conference between Omichund and Latty, Petrus 


the Armenian, who had been employed between the Nabob and the 
| Englith | 


r 
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Englith in February, came to Mr..Watts with the fame propofals 
from Meer Jaffier as had been made by Latty. Meer Jaffier declared, 

« that felf-defence obliged him to arm, being in danger of aflath- 
< nation every time fen went to the Durbar; that the Duan Roy- 
«< doolub, the Seats, and feveral officers of the. firft rank in the 
“ army, whom he. named, had engaged to join, if the Englith would 
« affiit in dethroning the Nabob: if the {cheme were accepted, he 
defired that.the terms of the confederacy might be fettled without 
delay, and requefted that. Colonel Clive would immediately break 
up his camp, and footh the Nabob with every appearance of pa- 
cific intentions until hoftilities fhould commence.” 


‘The fuperior importance of Jaffier gave him the preference over’ 
every other pretender who might offer; and as foon as Clive received ` 


intelligence of his overtures, he went from the camp to Calcutta, 
and communicated them to the fele& committe, of which he was 
himfelf'a member. The committee accepted the alliance as the moft 
fortunate event which could happen, and inftruéted Mr.. Watts 
what terms to ftipulate: they were all very ¢ advantageous, but one 
eminently fo, demanding a reftitution in money adequate to all 
the lofles which had Titan ed by the Company and individuals 
by the capture of Calcutta. This council was held on the 
firft of May. ‘The next day Colonel Clive returned to the camp, 
which, in compliance with the requeft of Meer Jaffer, he imme- 
diately broke up ; fending one half of the troops to Calcutta, and the 


reft into the fort of Chandernagore.. He then requefted the Nabob. 


to give the fame proor of pacific intentions by withdrawing the large 


divifion of his army, which {till lay encamped at Plafly, under the. 


command of Roydoolub. 


But in this interval the Nabob had been relieved from his fears of 


the Pitans by intelligence of their retreat from Delhi, which made 
him lefs follicitous to temporize with the Englifh, and Roydoolub: 
had {topped at Cutwah the detachment of 40 Buropeans going to 


Coffimbuzar ; the {py, Mooteram, who had been fènt under pretence. 
of fome compliment to Colonel Clive, gave information, that half the. 


Englifh army had been privately detached in fmall parties from the 
camp, 
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camp, and were at this very time fecreted in the factory at Coflim- 
aye. buzar. The Nabob believing this intelligence, fent a mob of fer- 
vants and troops to examine the factory, where they found only 

eight Topaffes and 40 Europeans, of which fome were French de- 
_ ferters, and the reft were the Englifh gunners whom he had bor- 
rowed for the fervice of his own artillery, and had lately returned, 
Neverthelefs his fufpicions that the Englifh intended to move to- 
wards Muxadavad continued, and induced him to reconcile himfelf 
with Meer Jaffier; whom he ordered to proceed unmediately with 
15,000 men, to reinforce Roydoolub at Plafley. Believing, like- 
wife, that the Englith fhips of war could proceed up the great arm 
of the Ganges to the northern point of the ifland of Coffimbuzar, 
and then come down the Coflimbuzar river to Muxadavad, he com- 
manded large piles to be fixed acrofs the river at Sootey, about 20 
miles above the city. Such was his extreme ignorance. He at 
the fame time ordered Mr. Law to remain with his men at Boglipore, 


f | half way between the pafs of Tacriagully and Patna; and his officers 
i oe in Behar were inftructed to fupply all their wants. - 
3 In this conjuncture MeerJaffier, fearing that by a refufal to proceed 


to Plafly, he fhould turn the Nabob’s fufpicions upon himfelf, obeyed 
with appearance of alacrity, and marched from the city on the 29th 
of April, but left his agent to carry on the correfpondence with Mr. 
Watts; who, to remove-as much as poflible all fufpicious appear- 
ances, ordered the detachment which had been ftopped at Cutwah 
to return to Calcutta; he at the fame time difpatched Mr. Scrafton 
to the fele& committee, and on the 6th of May received their refo- 
lutions concerning the treaty with Jaffer, when, in concert with 
Jaffier’s agent, whom we fuppofe to be {till the Armenian Petrus, 
they eftablithed pofitive fums to the articles, ftipulating monies. ‘The | 
rains detained the agent in the city until the 12th, when he went 
to Plaffy, and returned on the 14th, with affurances, that Meer 
; _ Jaffier intirely confented to all the articles; but requefted that the 
_ confederacy might’be kept fecret from Omichund, whom he regarded 
as an intriguing Gentoo without fortitude or honefty. 
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This opinion was probably fuggefted to him by the. Seats, who 
knew the abilities of Omichund, and might apprehend that his in- 
fluence with the Englifh would interfere with their own, if he 
fhould have a leading part in the intended revolution. This reftraint 
very much perplexed Mr. Watts: for Omichund had already been 
trufted too far, to be now treated with diffidence, without much 
rifque to the fcheme, if he fhould by other means difcover the real 
caufe, why no farther attention was had to the propofals of Yar 
Khan Lattee. Mr. Watts foon found, that fuch evafions as men in 
his fituation generally employ, could not elude his fagacity, and 
therefore told him the confederacy with Jaffier; but had de- 
layed this confidence fo long, that Omichund faw it was ex- 
torted by fear and neceflity. From this hour implacable hatred arofe 
between them, although they co-operated in the conduét of the con- 
federacy. | 

From his own experience of the practices of Indoftan, Omichund 
had no doubt that Mr. Watts would be amply rewarded by Jaffier, 
if the revolution fucceeded. At the fame time he found that no advan- 
tage was intended for himielf, more than reftitution in common with 
the other Gentoo merchants of Calcutta, but that he fhould run 
the fame rifques of his perfon as Mr. Watts, which to both were 
great indeed; and more of his fortune, as being much greater than 
Mr. Watts’s: he therefore claimed a commiftion of five in the hun- 
dred on all the Nabob’s treafures in money, and a fourth part of 
his jewels. "The common people, to whom numbers give no diftin& 


ideas, rated them, at 45 millions of pounds fterling, which nothing but 


idiotifm could believe; but better enquirers fuppofed them to be 
four millions and a half; om which Omichund’s fhare would have 
been 675,000 pound fterling. The audacity of the pretenfion implied 
malignant art; but it is faid he threatened to reveal the confpiracy to 
the Nabob, if not complied with. If fo, the boldeft iniquity could 
not go farther. Mr. Watts in his letter on this fubject intimates, 
that he had fome apprehenfions of fuch a confequence if Omichund 
were not fatisfied. However, in their conference he evaded a pc- 


fitive 
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fitive anfwer, and Omichund was contented by the promife of re- 
-ferring his claim to the {ele& committee. 
On the rath he fent the articles of the tfeaty,-as finally {ettled 
t ‘by himéelf, and accepted. by Meer Jaffier, and communicated two 
-other inftances of Omichund’s improbity. ‘The one was, “ that 
. . < foothed by the feeming acquiefcence of Mr. Watts to his claim 
ag < of commiflion anda fhare of the jewels, he had been led to de- 
< << clare that he intended to fecrete as much as he could of the 
< Nabob’s treafures from the knowledge of Meer - Jaffer, and 
*< to divide this booty with Roydoolub.” The other accufation 
came from Rungeet Roy, the agent of the Seats. When the 
gè *¢ Nabob concluded the treaty of the 6th of February, he em- 
eg ae powered Omichund and Rungeet Roy to offer 30 thoufand 
E: ¢ gold moburs, a coin equivalent to 29 fhillings, as a prene to the 
« Englifh commanders, and promifed moreover 200,000 rupees to 
6° -be difpofed of, as Omichund fhould think proper; who advifed 
& Rungeet Roy to make no mention of the prefent at that time, 
“« and promifed to divide the 200,000 rupees with him. Rungeet 
& Roy, impatient to receive his fhare, had frequently sekd 
_-*¢ the Nabob to fend the prefent to the Englifh commanders, and 
t - to iffue the other money toOmichund. But the Nabob, irritated 
ee o“ by the late proceedings of the Englifh, and fafe in his capital, 
KA © << was no longer inclined to confer fo coftly a favour, in every re- 
Tamea. to his own detriment. Omichund obferved this repugnance, 
and turned it to his own advantage, by telling the Nabob, that 
oe “y ie would be obliged to make the prefent, if he fuffered Rungeet 
a iy 4 Ry to interfere any longer i in the Englifh affairs; but that he 
$ _ “ might faveit, by difgracing him. ‘The Nabob accordingly with- 
«< held himfelf from any farther communication with Rungeet Roy, 
but rewarded Omichund, with orders for the delivery of many of 
Aie is confifcated effects. Mr. Watts, defirous to put the truth of 
è informations to the teft, afked Omichund if he fhould de- 
hé 30,000 gold rupees from the Nabob; to which Omi- 


that he would himfelf confider of means to get it.” 
E A ftranger Hs 


ai . 


‘that fuch a requeft would be very improper at this 
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A ftranger, named Govindroy, came on the 3d of May to Calcutta, 
with a letter as from Ballajerow, the general of the Morattoes, dated 
from Hyderabad, the capital of Golcondah. In this letter Ballajerow 
offered to invade Bengal with a hundred and twenty thoufand men, 
within fix weeks after he fhould receive the invitation of the Eng- 
lih governor. No mutual interefts of great importance fubfifting at 


this time between the Englifh and the Morattoes, the letter and the | 


bearer were fufpected of Paoi, The man was queftioned, but 
none in the fettlement had fufficient criterions to diftinguifh whether 
his anfwers were pertinent. Mr. Watts was confulted, and regarded 
the letter as an artifice invented by the Nabob to try the real difpo- 
fition of the Englifh towards himfelf, by their anfwer to Ballajerow. 
Clive, with his ufual facility of finding expedients in difficulties, 
advifed the committee to communicate the letter to the Nabob with 
the femblance of believing its authenticity; whereby, fhould he 
have invented it, the artifice would be turned againft himfelf; and 
if he had not, no better means could be employed to deceive the 
fufpicions which he entertained of their evil intentions. . 

This refolution was taken on the 17th of May, and at the fame 
confultation the committee deliberated on the final terms they fhould 
require of Meer Jaffier, andon the conduct they fhould hold towards 
Omichund; having before them the treaty as modelled by Mr. Watts, 
and his letters concerning Omichund. The terms which Mr. Watts 
had ftipulated for reftitution were, to the Company 10 millions of 
rupees, tothe Englifh and other European inhabitants three millions, 
to the Gentoos three, to the Armenians one: in all 17 millions of 
rupees. Three millions were likewife mentioned for ‘Omichenan 
of “fase we fuppofe Mr. Watts had informed him. 

The committee really believed the wealth of Surajah ‘Dowlah- 
much greater than it poftibly could be, even if the- whole life 
of the late Nabob Aliverdy had not been {pent in defending his own 


dominions againft the. invafions of ruinous enemies: and even if 


Surajah Dowlah himfelf had reigned many, inftead of only one year. 


_ In this perfuafion they terre! the reftitution to Europeans from 
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three to five millions of rupees; but allotted only two inftead of” 
three millions to the Gentoos, and only 700,000 inftead of one: 
million to the Armenians.. But thefe alterations added only 700,000: 


rupees to the total of the fums ftipulated by Mr. Watts for reftitu- - 


tion.. It was then agreed to.-afk a donation of 2,500,000 rupees to- 


the {quadron,. and the fame fum. to the army. A member then pro- 
pofed that it fhould be recommended to-Mr. Watts; to afk a dona: 
tion from Meer Jaffier to each of the members. of the committee z. 
and this likewife was refolved.. 

They then took into confideration what condué& they fhould hold’ 
towards Omichund ;, they were aftonifhed at the enormity of his 
demands, and {till more exafperated at the imputed atrocity of his 
intentions in.cafe of difappointment ; and.determined that he thould* 
get nothing by the revolution. more than. reftitution in common: 
with the other Gentoo merchants-of Calcutta ;. but at the fame time’ 
they defigned:to- make him: believe that they intended to reward his 
fervices.. The expedient was fuggefted by Colonel Clive.. It was,. 
to fend two treaties, both figned by Admiral Watfon and the mem- 
bers of the committee, and in the treaty which was to be delivered 

to Meer ‘Jaffier, to omit any ftipulation for Omichund; but, in the 
- fiGitious treaty which.was to-be fhewn to Omichund, to infert an: 
fe ulating: for him a- prefent of two-.million of rupees. 

ae see taken, it becam neceflary that fome per=- 


Fy 


{ l Serafton, i in orie to communicate a matter. a great Revsi and im-. 


portar , which was the Morattoe letter- brought by. Govindroy. . 
Ar. S raldi was inftruãed to {top at sena arai to mas a vifit, as. 


ae and of he a: requefts, Di to- obtain his: 
he was likewife to explain to him the manner 
mn ittee were acting towards. Omichund; and: 
2 finally. 
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finally to adjuft a plan of operations for the fubfequent conduct of 
the revolution. ; 
Colonel Clive undertook -to get the treaties prepared with due fe- 
crecy. The fictitious was tranfcribed upon red paper. But the 
agent of Meer Jaffier having infifted that the King’s Admiral fhould 
fign, as well as the company’s reprefentatives; and Omichund 
knowing this, it was neceffary to the {cheme of deceiving him, 
that Mr. Watfon fhould fign both. He figned the real, but re- 
fufed to fign the fititious treaty; on which his fignature was 


counterfeited. 


On the 19th of May, Clive difpatched the treaties by a private 
meffenger of the country ; but, in this fhort interval, either fome 
intelligence from Muxadavad, or his own reflections, changed his 
notions of the vaftnefs of Surajah Dowlah’s treafures: and he in- 
(truéted Mr. Watts, that if Meer Jaffier fhould difapprove of the 
great amount of the ftipulations for money, the reftitution allotted 
for the company might be reduced from ten to five millions of 
rupees. 

Mr. Scrafton was ftopped near Plafly by the advanced guards of the 
camp; he requefted to be conducted to the quarters of Meer Jaffier ; 
but fome of the Nabob’s {pies being prefent, they interfered, and in- 
fitted that he fhould take the direct road to the capital, where he ar- 
rived on the 24th. In the interval between Mr. Watts’s letters of 
the 6th, and Mr. Scrafton’s return to Muxadavad, the crafty Omi- 
chund had praétifed another trick on the credulity of the Nabob; 
for, perceiving by his queftions that his fufpicions of the Englifh 
increafed, although he had difcovered nothing of their project, 
Omichund, after much artificial hefitation, informed him, as a dif- 
covery by which he rifqued all his pretenfions to the favours of the 
Englifh, that they had lately fent deputies to Mr. Bufly in the 
Decan, inviting him to march into Bengal, and propofing that both 
armies fhould’ join in dethroning him, when the fpoil was to be 
equally divided between them. A little knowledge and underftand- 
ing would have convinced the Nabob, that fuch an union was im- 
S KR j pract- 
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_pra€ticable during the war between the two nations, and that it 
_ would at any time be incompatible with the intereft of the Englith: : 
neverthelefs his timidity prompted him to give intire credit to the 
tale, and he rewarded Omichund for the intelligence, by ordering 
the fum of 400,000 rupees, which had been taken from his houfe 
at Calcutta, to be immediately reftored to him, together with all 
his effe&s, wherefoever confifcated in the province + he moreover 
gave him a mandate, ordering the Rajah of Burdawan to repay 

450,000 rupees, which Omuchund had lent the Rajah {fome years 
before. At this time Omichund was not certain what provifion 
might be ma ade for himfelf in the treaty, and was endeavouring to 
get all he could from the Nabob clandeftinely, but without any poe 
tive intention of undermining the confederacy; for nothing was 
more likely than his fallacy concerning Buffy to divert the Nabob 
from any fufpicions of the real defigns and connexions in which the 
mk ~ Englifh were engaged: but nothing, at the fame time, was more 
likely to prevent him from removing his army from Plaffy, which 
- was deemed abfolutely neceflary to their fuccefs. 

As foon as Mr. Scrafton arrived at Muxadavad, Mr. Watts went 
with him to the Nabob, to whom Mr. Scrafton delivered a letter 
` from ( Colonel Clive, which, amongft others, had the following fubtle 
P expreffions. “TJ have {fent Mr. Scrafton to communicate a matter of 

ie greateft importance. Notwithftanding all that the Englifh 
have. fuffered from you, I give you this laft proof of my detire to 
eace with you. Why do you keep your army in the field ? 
iey diftrefs all the merchants, and prevent us from renewing 

i “ our trade. The Englifh cannot ftay in Bengal without freedom of 
eS trade. Do not reduce us to- fufpec that you intend to deftroy us 
. E3 “ Ww. henfoever you have an. opportunity.” Mr. Scrafton then com- 
ted the Morattoe letter, at which the Nabob feemed much 
for he had heard of the arrival, and fufpeéted the bufinefs 
eer who cine came from poo) After fome 


) Ss beaded: to be convinced net he had fufpected 
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x the good faith of the Englifh without caufe: and difmiffed Mr. 1757- 
Watts and Scrafton with an aflurance that he would immediately eee 


recall the troops under the command of Meer Jaffier into the city, "e 
but would leave thofe with Roydoolub in the field, in readinefs to 
join the Englith on the approach of the Morattoes : who he faid would 
probably invade his dominions. This unexpeéted refolution would 
have marred the {cheme, fince Meer Jaffier would have been as 
cautious of concluding any thing decifive, whilft one half, as whilft 
the whole of the army remained in the field. At the next con- 
4 ference Mr. Scrafton reprefented to him, that the Englith could not, 
with common prudence, rely’on any of his profeffions, whilft fch - 
a part of his forces were encamped towards Calcutta. The Nabob 
meditated fome time on this argument, and then {tarting, as a man 
agitated by fufpicion and difmay, faid eagerly, “ But fhould the 
«< Colonel deceive me.” But Scrafton removed his terrors by aflu- 
rances, and prevailed on him to iflue orders recalling his whole army 
to Muxadavad. 
The nearer the confederacy approached to the event, the more did es 
Mr. Watts’s apprehentions of the treachery of Omichund inereafe. 
Mr. Scrafton therefore undertook to get him away to Calcutta, and $ 
under the pretext of folicitude for his een propofed that Omichund ` 
fhould accompany him thither without delay, alledging, that his age 3 
and the habits of his life would not permit him to make his efcape on 
horfeback in the hour of confufion and danger, when the flight of 
Mr. Watts would convince the Nabob that the Englith intended war, 
if and when his utmoft vengeance would be excited againft all their 
adherents. But avarice is the moft inflexible of the vices ; and Omi- 
chund, not having received more than half of his plundered money 
from the treafury, requefted Mr. Scrafton to wait until he had got . 
the whole. Mr. Watts imputed this delay to another motive, think-. 
ing that he wanted to remain in the city until Roydoolub fhould re-. 
turn from Plaffy, that they might fettle between them the fcheme 
of purloining as much as poflible of the Nabob’s treafures. "To: 
counteract his repugnance, whatfoever might be the caue, Mr. = 
Scrafton aflured him, that Colonel Clive intended to employ him as. 
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the principal agent of the Englifh in their affairs with the future 
government after the revolution ; and that the emoluments of this 
office would amply compenfate whatfoever he might relinguifh or 
lofe by his immediate departure. At length he oda to go, but 
it was neceflary, and feemed difficult to obtain the Nabob’s confent, 
as he relied principally upon Omichund for intelligence concerning 
the proceedings and views of the Englifh. But Omichund himfel 
folved the difficulty, by advifing Mr. Scrafton to demand of the 
WNabob the prefent which he had. intended to give to the Englith 
commanders at the conclufion of the peace in Rabie y 3 in confe- 
quence of which, the Nabob fufpeCting the fecret had been difclofed 
‘by Omichund, would immediately hold him in as much deteftation, 
as he had hitherto regarded him with favour. Accordingly this {cene 
was acted. The Nabob denied the promife. Omichund pretended 
to be terrified ; and the Nabob being really irritated, told Mr. Scrafton 
that he might carry him wherefoever he pleafed. 

Mr. Scrafton remained three days longer in the city in expectation 
-of the return of Meer Jaffier from Plafly. Meer Jaffier arrived on 
the 30th, and vifited the Nabob, who, having no further need of his 
immediate fervice, treated him with infolence. The frown of de- 
fpotif{m is always dreadful ; and Meer Jaffier returned to his palace, 
convinced of impending danger, infomuch that he was afraid of 
-conferring in private with Mr. Scrafton, who visited him in the after- 
noon, but received him in the hall of public audience; on which 
Scrafton left the city that evening. 

_* He was accompanied by Omichund. ‘They proceeded in palan- 
-guins; but when Scrafton arrived at Coffimbuzar, he miffed his com- 
panion ; on which he ftopped and difpatched meflengers to the city, 
who found the old man fitting at midnight in the Nabob’s treafury, 
“foliciting Moonloll for fome more of the money which the Nabob 
_ had ordered to be reftored to him in reward for his ftory concerning 
Bully but finding that Moonloll would give him nothing but pro- 
wifes, and prefed by the meflengers, he returned with them and re- 

"joined Mr. Scrafton at two in the morning. Continuing their jour- 


k Pey, Mr. Serafton fell afleep, and waking at day- ened miffed his 
com- 
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companion again 5 and not. o where to feek him, {topped and 1757- 
waited on the high road until three in the afternoon, wee Omichund 
rejoined him again. He had been to vifit Roydoolub at the camp at 
Plaffey, who had told him that no ftipulation had been made for: 
him in the agreements with Meer Jaffier. ' Omichund therefore 
queftioned I Mr. Scrafton with much fharpnefs and fufpicion ; but 
now the truth itfelf ferved to deceive him; for Mr. Scrafton told’ 
him, that Roydoolub could not know any thing of that {tipulation, 
fince Mr. Watts had not yet communicated the treaty ultimately ~ 
y adjufted by the felet committee even to Meer Jaffier himfelf. This 
- appeafed his-anxieties, and they y continued the reft of their j journey 
without interruption. On the 8th they arrived at Calcutta, where 
Omichund was received by Colonel Clive, and the other members 
of the felec&t committee, with much diffembled cordiality, which, 
however, could not entirely efface the impreffion which the words 
of Roydoolub had made in his mind; in confequence of which he 
bribed the Perfian {cribe of the council, to inform him if any deceit 
to his detriment fhould appear in the treaty, when aiia by Meer- 
Jaffer in the Perfian language. 
The palace in which Meer Jaffier refided, is fituated on the fou- = 
thern extremity of Muxadavad, on the ifland of Coffimbuzar. The — 
Nabob refided in a palace called Heraut-jeel, in the middle of the. ; 
city, on the other fide of the river. Both palaces ftand on the bank: 
of the river, are fortified with towers, and were provided with cannon.. 
Meer Jaffier, at his return from the Nabob, had requefted’ all the 
officers on whofe attachment he relied, to keep their troops in 
readinefs to defend his palace. In the fame evening he fent a: 
trufty meflenger to Mr. Watts, to whom Mr. Watts delivered 
the two. treaties, real and fictitious, together with the feparate 
article of donation to the fquadron, army, and committee, and ex- 
plained the intention of deceiving Omichund by the fictitious treaty 5. 
requefting, that all the three papers might be ratified, and returned. 
to him without delay.. But Meer Jaffier having promifed Roydoolub: .- 
to.conclude nothing without his participation, deferred the ratifica-- 
tion until his return from Plafly ; which was, however, only a. delay 
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1757- Of two days; for Roydoolub came to the city on the third of June. 
| athe. He being informed of the ftipulations, obje&ted that all the money 
“~~ in the Nabob’s treafury was not fufficient to anfwer them, and pro- 
pofed as a juft compromife, that whatfoever might be found fhould 
“be equally divided between the Nabob and the Englith. Mr. Watts 
neverthelefs would not recede from any of the fums which had been 
ftipulated, and reprefented to him, that if an equal divifion was efta- 
ae blithed, the Englith could net allow the ufual commitiion of five in 
| . the hundred to the officer who fhould be appointed to manage-the 
bufinefs of the treafury ; but proffered this office with that emolument N 
“to him, provided he would confent to all their demands. This argu- 5 
ment prevailed: Roydoolub relinquifhed his objections, and Meer 
Jaffer figned the treaties on the fourth of June. On the fame day 
the Nabob, not from any fufpicion of the confederacy, but from his 
pte-concerved averfion to Meer Jaffer, ordered bira to refign the com- 
:mand of the army to an officer named Coja Haddee. 

It {till remained neceflary that Meer Jaffier fhould take an oath to 
obferve the treaties. Mr. Watts therefore propofed an interview ; 
which Jaffier withed likewife ; but objected, that they could not meet 
without great rifque-of difcovery, fince his palace was ftri@t] y watched 
Dy the {pies of the Nabob. However, Mr. Watts, relying on the 
fidelity of his own domefticks, and on the manners of the country, 

went in the afternoon from his own houfe in a covered palanguin, 

fuch as carry women of diftinétion, and pafled without interru ption 

to Jaffier’s palace ; who, with his fon Meerum, received him in one 

of the apartments of his feraglio, into which the bearers carried the 

; palanquin. Here they conferred without the rifk of obfervation, 
Baits _ Meer Jaffier confeffed that the number of troops on whofe fervice he 
. could entirely rely, did not exceed 3000 horfe; but expected that 
feveral other commanders, whom he knew to be diflatisfied with the 

Nabob, would turn againft him in the day of battle. At all events, 

he defired that the Englith troops would immediately take the field, 

 ‘promifing, that if the Nabob fhould determine to defend the city, 

x í -he would attack his palace .as foon as they appeared in fight: if the 
pe conteft was to be decided by a battle on the plain, he would regulate 
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his conduét according to the {tation which he fhould chance to 
occupy; if in the van, he would, on the approach of the Englith, 
beat his great drum, difplay his ftandard, march off with all the 
troops under his command, and join them on the nght ; if on either 
of the wings, or in the rear, he would difplay a white flag, charge 
the main body of the Nabob’s army as foon as the Englifh began the 
attack, and endeavour to take the Nabob prifoner. After thefe ex- 
planations, he gave his full affent tothe terms of the real treaty, and 
to whatfoever other donations had been ftipulated; then placing the 
Koran on his own head, and his hand on the head of his fon, whilft 
Mr. Watts held the papers open before him, he fwore with great 
folemnity, that he would faithfully perform all he had promifed. 
They then refolved, that Omar-beg, one of his officers who had 
lately carried feveral meflages between Jatlier and Mr. Watts; 
fhould immediately proceed with the treaties to Calcutta; and Mr. 
Watts returned as he came, undifcovered. Having brought this 
dangerous negotiation to a conclufion, no other affairs required his 
prefence at Narad but as his retreat would leave the Nabob 
without a doubt of the hoftile intentions of the Englith, he deter- 
mined to remain feemingly 1 in his power until the laft extremity, 
and, in the mean time, to make fuch preparations as would fecure 
his flight. | 

The public treaty as written in Perfic, and figned by. Meer Jaffier, 
is thus tranflated: ‘ I {wear by God, and the Prophet, “Of God to 

* abide by the terms of this treaty whilft Ihave life.” "Thefe words 
were written. by Meer Jaffier i in his own hand, and underfigned by 
him with his name. The following were as ufual in the hand od 
feribe. “ Treaty. made with Admiral Watfon, Colonel Clive, 
s the other counfellors, Mr. Drake and Mr. Watts.—Ant a 
«© Whatever articles were agreed to in ‘the time of peace w 
«< Nabob Surajah Dowlah, I agree to comply with.— II. The ae 
‘¢ mies of the Englifh are my enemies, whether they be Indians or 


e Europeans —MI, All the effects and factories belonging to the 
« French in the province of Bengal, the paradife of nations, and 
s¢ Bahar, and Orixa, fhall remain in the  poffeffion of the ; Englifh, 
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& nor will I ever allow them any more to fettle in the three pro- 
<¢ vinces.—IV. In confideration of the loffes which the Englith 
« company have fuftained by the capture and plunder of Calcutta 
« by the Nabob, and the charges occafioned by the maintenance of 
“ the forces, I will give them one crore of rupeess—V. For the 
< effects plundered from the Englifh inhabitants. at Calcutta, I agree 
to give fifty lacks of rupees.—VI. For the effects plundered from 
& the Gentoos, Moors, and other inhabitants of Calcutta, twenty 
« Jacks of rupees fhall be given.—VII. For the effects plundered 
f “ from the Armenian inhabitants of Calcutta, I will give the fum of 
j «& feven lacks of rupees. The diftribution of the fums allotted to 
l 

} 


A 


« the Englifh, Gentoo, Moor, and other inhabitants of Calcutta, 
« fhall be left to Admiral Watfon, Colonel Clive, Roger Drake, 
« William Watts, James Kilpatrick, and Richard Becher, Ef- 
KK quires, to be difpofed of by them, to whom they think proper.— 
« VIU. Within the ditch, which furrounds the borders of Calcutta, 
“ are tracts of land belonging to: feveral Zemindars: befides-thefe,. 
« J will grant to the Englifh company 600: yards without ‘the ditch.. 
«< —IX. All the land lying fouth of Calcutta, as far as Culpee, 
«< fhall be under the Zemindary of the Englifh company; and all 
“e the officers of thefe parts fhall be under their jurifdiction. ‘The 
& revenues to be paid by the company in the fame manner as other 
«¢ Zemindars.—X. Whenever I demand the affiftance of the Englith, 
“ Twill be at the charge of the maintenance of their troops.—XI. 

_ Twill not ere& any new fortifications near the river Ganges, be- 
«< Jow Hughley.—XII. As foon.as I am eftablifhed in the three pro~- 

_ “ vinces, the aforefaid fums fhall be faithfully paid.. Dated the 
«< 15th of the month of Ramazan in the fourth year of the prefent 
«< reign.” The treaty, written and figned‘by the Englith, contained 
the fenfe of all thefe articles, but not exprefled in the fame words ;. 
and it likewife had one more of the following tenor.—** XIII. ‘On 
~* condition Meer Jaffier Cawn Bahadar folemnly ratifies and {wears. 


fe y -a to fulfil the above articles, We the underwritten: do, for and in. 
k: ; _ + * the behalf of the honourable Eaft India company, . declare on the- 
hi holy evangelifts, and before God, that we will affift Meer Jaf-- 
$ 4 ie r CO fier: Dei 
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“ fier Cawn Bahadar with our whole utmoft force, to obtain th 
‘* Subahfhip of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, a 3 
“ further that we will affift him to the utmoft againft all rar 
mics whatever, whenfoever he calls upon us for that purpofe, 
£6 provided that when he becomes the Nabob, he fulfils the above 
e articles.” This treaty was figned by Admiral Watfon, Mr. 
Drake, the governor of Calcutta, Colonel Clive, Mr. Watts, 
Major Kilpatrick, and Mr. Becher. The donations to the army, - 
{quadron, and committee, were written in another treaty. 
Omarbeg with. the treaties arrived at Calcutta on the roth, and 
explained the intentions of Jaffier to the fele& committee, in the 
fame manner as Jaffier had explained them to Mr. Watts. The 
troops of Jaffer, without the affiftance of others who might join 
him, were deemed fully fufficient to aflure the fuccefs of the enter- 
prize, provided they acted with vigour. But he had hitherto be- 
haved with fo much irrefolution, that Clive began to fufpe& he 
would fail {till more in the hour of danger. However, it was: necef- 
fary either to proceed to immediate action, or entirely relinguith | the 
confederacy ; for the fecret had inadvertently been revealed, and 
began to be the public talk even of the common foldiers at Calcutta 
and Chandernagore. It was therefore determined to commence 
hoftilities without delay. Omichund was on the watch to learn the 
refolutions of this council, and the real purport of the treaties; but 
the governor having entertained fome fufpicions of the fcribe Ww iOm 
Omichund had bribed, only entrufted him with the fictitious treaty, 
in which the ftipulation in favour of Omichund was inferted; who 
being fatisfied with the report of the fcribe, refolved to Bee 
with the army to Muxadavad.. Sie 
On the 12th, the troops which were at Calcutta, with 1 1 o alors 
from the fguadron, proceeded and joined | that part of the < army -which 
was quartered at Chandernagore. All the neceflary prê parat xa 
been-made, and the whole army began their march from fon era 
nagore on the next day, leaving 100 of the fa faik yrs to garri 
fort, that every foldier might { ferve Tid the iela n ' 
with the field-pieces, ftores and ammunition, » proceeded i in 200 | 
‘Sgi 
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i which were towed by the Indian rowers againft the ftream ; for the l 
: tide flows no farther than Hughley. The Sepoys marched in fight 


of ‘the boats along the high road made by the Mogul government, 
and continuing from Hughley to Patna. The Nabob entertaining 
fafpicions of Nuncomar, had lately fent a new governor to Hugh- 
ley, who threatened to oppofe the paflage of the boats; but the 
‘twen -gun fhip coming up and anchoring before his fort, and a me- 
nacing letter from Colonel Clive, deterred him from that refolution. 


Saas as the army left Chandernagore, Colonel Clive fent away 
two of the Nabob’s meffengers, who were in his camp, with a letter > 
Bae ; of the following purport : “* That the Nabob ‘had ufed every fub- 
H: ġ “ terfuge to evade the accomplifhment of the treaty of February ; | 
AMEN “ that he had in four months reftored only a fifth part of the effe&s ) 
Mii «© he had plundered from the Englifh; that he' had {carcely made 
it: & peace, before he invited Mr. Buffy to come from the Decan, and 
“ affift him in extirpating them once more out of his dominions; | 
“ that the party of French troops, with Mr. Law, were at this very | 
Tag *¢ time maintained at his expence within 100 miles of his capital : | 
«© that he had, on groundlefs fufpicions, infulted the Englith ho- 
© nour; at one time fending troops to examine their factory at 


in that bufinefs. On the other hand, the Englith 

ad bor efe injuries patiently, and had even taken the field 

affift him when alarmed by the approach of the Pitans; but | 

length feeing no other remedy, their army was now march- 

x to Muxadavad, where they intended to refer their complaints 

ion of the principal officers of his’ government, 

Veer Jaffier, Roydoolub, the Seats, Meer Murdeen, and 

o. 1; to which arbitration it was hoped that he would ac- 

and {pare the effufion of blood.” 

und, the late governor of Calcutta, having- received fome 

racy from Omichund, had proffered his alliance 
- to 
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to Meer Jaffier. The Seats had fecured Yar Khan Lattey, and fe- 

veral other commanders had promifed their affiftance in the hour of 
need, although they ftill appeared dutiful to the Nabob. All thefe, 

whether Gentoos or Mahometans, confirmed their profeflions by the 
ufual oaths of their religions. The Nabob, receiving fome confufed 
intelligence of thefe practices, prepared: to attack the palace of Jaffier. 
Meflages of threat and defiance paffed between them from the 8th 
to the 11th, when letters from Calcutta fpread a report in the city, 

that the Englifh were confederated with Jaffier ; to which, however, 

the Nabob did not feem to give credit; but Jaffier concluding that 

he mutt believe what was fo true, fent a meflage to Mr. Watts, on 

the 11th, advifing him to make his efcape without delay. Mr. Watts: 
was prepared, and all the Englith property and foldiers had been fent 
away from the factory at Coflimbuzar. Neverthelefs. he determined 
to wait ftill longer, in expectation of a letter, from Clive authorizing: 
his departure. He, however, immediately fent away the Armenian 

Petrus, who had been the moft confidential of his agents in the 

confpiracy, and Jaffier fent. one of his own domefticks with Petrus 5 

both were. inftruéted to prefs Colonel Clive to begin his march. 

Notwithftanding -feveral other warnings, Mr. Watts perfevered until 
the 13th, when Jaffier. informed him there was no longer any 
{afety, fince the Nabob’s artillery would begin to fre upon his: pa- 
lace the next morning: upon this Mr. Watts immediately left his. 
houfe in the city, travelling in his, palankin towards the Englifh 
factory at Coflimbuzar, where he had lately been feveral times on. 
pretence of bufinefs.. There remained Mr. Collet, Mr. Sykes, and 
a furgeon, who were to make their efcape with him, and they had 
refided for fome time at a country-houfe called Mandipore, about two 


miles to the fouth of Coflimbuzar. ct ie i a 
‘Mr. Watts, ftopping at the factory of Coffimbuzar, ordered the 


domefticks to prepare a fupper, telling them, that he fhould return 
. . . . . 1. Sar. Sy S 
in the evening with thofe at Maudipore, to which he then proceeded.. 
‘There was in his retinue an Ufbeg Tartar, named Mirza Shah Buz- 


beg; who had ferved many years in different armies, was an excellent. 


Jnorfeman, and on all occafions void of fear: he had attached im 
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felt wit th much fidelity to Mr. Watts, in return for fome fervices 
Ww kes fr. “Watts had rendered him eight years before at Patna, and 
pee accompanied his flight. The four Englifhmen and the Tartar, 
d with | piftols, mounted their hories at Maudipore about an hour 
fee funfet they were accompanied by fome dog-keepers leading 
greyhounds, and each horfeman was, likewife, attended his groom. i 
on foot. ‘This fervant in India is, by habit, capable of keeping l 
pace for Yfeveral hours with the ‘horfe, although going ata great 
Having proceeded at a gentle pace on the plain, until they - 

% E about fix niiles to the fouth, they fent back the dog-keepers, 

2 E. faying, that they themfelves would return leifurely another way. 

Immediately after this they met two Coffids, or meffengers, dif: 

patched by ¢ Colonel (Clive, with a letter to Mr. Watts, permitting 
ey ‘him | to leave Muxadavad, if nothing more required ‘his ftay. It 

* being now dark they quitted the road, and truck to the left, 

r where the country at fome diftance was uninhabited, and eored 
with thickets, along the {kirt of which they proceeded to the fouth; 
as faft as they could, until they thought themfelves 30 miles from 
Coffimbuzax. They then turned to the weft, and snout midnight 
came to the village of Aguadeep, fituated on the bank of the river. 

At the entrance of the village was a party of the Nabob’s horfe, 

zine on each fide of the road in the open air; but this guard 

as ufal, at this feafon of the night, fo faft afleep, that not 

* them arofe to enquire who were come amongft them. | 

Harin r z paed ed to the fouthern extremity of the village, they difco- 4 

2 two mall boats, which were only capable of containing the i 

ride ws The Tartar, unwilling to lofe his own horfe, undertook to 
E heb ot bis companions, who leaving TR with him, i imme- 


to the point eps the Coffimbuzar and jain: rivers 
they founda party of foldiers with fome boats, difpatched l : 
rt them to the army. Having thus efcaped out of the reach of 
ok forme refrefhment, and continued their way before - 
boats with the foldiers; and the next day, at 


joined the army at-Culnah, a town about 15 
I miles 


—— Oe 


Hep! 


T 


Book VIL. SuRAJAH Dow Lau. - = ginéz 
miles to. the north of Hughley. Mr. Watts, immediately on- his ar- 17 157- 
rival, fent back one of his own meffengers, who chanced- to be in the “m 
camp, to Muxadavad, with intelligence of his own fafety, and of 
the approach of the army. ‘The Armenian Petrus, with the meffen- 
ger from Meer Jaffier, arrived the fame day. The Tartar, with.the 
grooms, foon found a boat in which they embarked, and holding the 
horfes with the bridles lengthened, {wam them all fafely acrofs the 
river ; they joined the army the day after Mr.. Watts.. 

Intelligence of their flight was carried: to the Nabob early in the 
morning after their departure, juft as he was about to commence’ 
hoftilities againft Meer Jaffier. The information overwhelmed him. 
with aftonifhment and terror; for it convinced him at once of what: 
he had hitherto difbelieved, that the Englifh were confederated. with: 
Jaffer; and feeing now the whole extent of his danger, magnified 
by his own timidity, he determined, if poffible, to feparate their 
union; and immediately revoking the orders to attack Jaffier, he 
employed emiffaries to treat with him. At the fame time {feveral. 
of the Nabob’s officers, on whofe friendfhip Jaffier relied, were ex- 
horting him to a-reconciliation ; to which he feemingly agreed, but, 
either through fufpicion or feorn, refufed to vifit the Nabob... Such. 
an objection at any other feafon would have excluded all further in-- 
tercourfe;, but the Nabob,. relinquifhing his ftate, went to the pa- 
lace of Jaffier with a retinue not fufficient to give umbrage. This. | 
vifit produced an agreement, fanétified, as ufual, by mutual. oaths. 
on the Koran. Jaffier promifed neither to join or give affiftance to 
the Englifh in the impending conteft ; the Nabob to permit him as i 
_ foon as peace fhould be reftored, to retire unmolefted out of the pro- > 
vince with his family and treafutes. This interview was on the 


June. 


r5th,, and. precarious as the reconciliation was, it elated the Nabob | 
: fo much, that he immediately wrote in terms of defiance to Colonel 3 
Clive, although he had not. received the, manifefto fraught with ac-. cee 


- eufations, which: Clive had difpatched to him: on leaving Chander- 
nagore... ‘¢ He reproached the:Englifh, in the fharpeft invećtives, 


« with the flight of Mr. Watts. Sufpicion,” he faid,“ that fome- g 
s trick was intended,, had. been the real. caufe which. had in d: 
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« him’to keep his army fo long at Plaffy ; ; but God and the Prophet 
«e would puntfh thofe by om the treaty was violated.” He at 
the fame time ordèred his whole army, in which were now included 
the troops of Jaffier, to affemble with the utmoft diligence at their 
former encampments at Plafly, and fent orders to. Mr. Law, who 
was waiting with his party at Boglipore, to come to his afliftance 
with the utmoft expedition. 

The Englifh army arrived and halted on the 16th at Patlee, a 
town on the weftern fhore of the river of Coffimbuzar, about fix 
miles above the junction of this with the Jelingeer river. Twelve 
miles above Patlee, on the fame fhore, is.the fort of Cutwah; the 
walls of which were only of mud; but it commanded the paflage 
of the river. The governor of this fort had promifed to furrender 
after a little pretended refiftance, and Major Coote was {ent forward 
on the 17th with 200 Europeans, 500 Sepoys, one field-piece, and 
a fmall mortar, to fummon ‘the place. The town of Cutwah lies 
about 300 yards fouth of the -fort, and is feparated from it by the 
Agéy, a river which takes rife in the high lands of Berbohin. 
‘The detachment landed at midnight,and found the town abandoned; 
but not being able to make ufe either of the field-piece or mortar, 
~ becaufe fome of their appurtenances had been left behind, remained 
quiet until day-break, when Major Coote went to the bank of the 

river, and waved a white flag, which for fome time was an{wered 
only by fhot. ‘However, the governor at length came down to the 
‘oppofite batik, but inftedd of compliance, defied the attack. -As foon 
as he was returned into the fort, the Sepoys crofled the river, and, 
under fhelter of a ridge, fired upon the ramparts, whilft ithe Euro- 
peans marched to the left, in order to ford at fome diftance from the 
fort. As foon as the garrifon faw them entering the river, they fet 
fire to a ‘théed of matts, ‘which had been raifed to protea the walls 


-from the fun and rain, ‘aral as foon as all parts were in a blaze, they 


-- made their efcape to the northward. -Within the fort, and infe- 


veral granaries in the neighbourhood, was found as much rice as 
would faftain 10,000 men for a year. The main body of the,army 


arrived at Cutwah 4 in the evening, and apenas on the: plain ; 
et but 


7 
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but the next day the rainy feafon began with fuch violence, that 
they were obliged to ftrike their tents, and fhelter themfelyes in 


- the huts and: (PR of the town. 


‘The Nabob’s troops feeing in the impending warfare no profpec 


of plunder, as in the facking of Calcutta, and much more danger, . 


clamoroufly refufed to quit the city, until the arrears of their pay 
were difcharged: this tumult lafted three days, nor was it appeated 
until they had obtained a large diftribution of money. Colonel Clive 
had difpatched a letter every day fince he left Chandernagore, in- 
forming Meer Jaffier of his progrefs and ftations, but he had hither-. 
to received only one letter from Jaffer, which arrived on the 17th, and 
was dated the day before. In this Jaffier acknowledged his feat 
reconciliation with the Nabob, and his oath not to affift the Englifh 
againft him ; but faid, neverthelefs, that the purport of his covenant 
with them muft be carried into, execution. This ambiguous com- 
munication, at fo decifive -a time, made Colonel Clive linea that 
he might betray the Englifh, by leaguing with the Nabob, and de- 
termined him not- to crofs the river into the ifland of Coflimbuzar 
until this doubt fhould be removed. ‘The two next days pafled in 
difappointed expeétations of farther intelligence; -but, on the 2oth, 
returned the meflenger whom Mr. Watts had difpatched to Muxa- 
davad on his arrival at Culnah. He reported, that he had been in- 
troduced to Meer Jaffier and his fon Meirum, in a private court of 
their palace, into which, as foon as they began to queftion him, 
came fome other perfons, whom he fuppofed to belong to the Na- 


- bob; for, as foon as they appeared, Meirum threatened to cut off his 


head as a fpy, and the heads of all the Englifh, if they thould dare to 
crofs the river into the ifland. From this report no confequences could 
be drawn ; but in the evening arrived two letters from Meer Jaffier, 
dated on the 19th, one written to his agent Omar beg, who was in the 
Englifh camp, and the other to Colonel Cive. This only mentioned 


that he fhould begin his march that day from the city, and that his’ 


tent would be either on the left or the right of the army, from 
whence he promifed to fend more frequent and explicit intelligence; 
haying hitherto been deterred by the fear of difcovery, as guards 
were ftationed on all the roads to intercept all meflengers, His leta 

Vou. IL Z . ter 
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ter to Omarbeg contained feveral particulars of the reconciliation Be- 
tween himfelf and the Nabob, and gave fome account of the ftate of 
the army. But neither letter explained his own defigns in the 
field, or propofed any plan of operations for the Englifh army. This 
communication, therefore; although it abated Colonel Clive’s fuf- 
picions of Jaffier’s treachery, did not confirm him in any reliance 
upon his refolution or afliftance : and much confounded by this per- 
plexity, as well as by the danger of coming to action without horfe, 
of which the Englifh had none, he wrote the fame day to the Ra- 
jah of Burdawan, who was difcontented with the Nabob, inviting 
him to join them with his cavalry, even were they only a thoufand: 
But, recollefting that the princes of Indoftan never join the ftandard 
which doubts of fuccefs, his anxieties increafed’ by the dread of 
thofe imputations, to which he forefaw the prefent caution of his 
conduct would be expofed, if, after having engaged the public wel- 
fare in a project of fuch importance and rifque, he fhould recede from. 
the attempt in the very-hour of event. He, therefore, determined 


` to confult his officers, and affembled them the next day -in council. 


They were 20, and he propofed' to their confideration, ‘“* Whether 
« the army fhould immediately crofs into the ifland of Coffimbuzar,. 
«© and at all rifques attack the Nabob? or whether, availing thems 
<< felves of the great quantity of rice which they had taken at Cut- 
“ wah, they fhould maintain themfelves there during the rainy 
« feafon, and in the mean time invite the Morattoes to enter the 
“ province and join them ?” Contrary to the forms ufually pra@tifed 
in councils of war, of taking the voice of the youngeft officer firft, 
and afcending from this to the opinion of the prefident, Colonel 
Clive gave his own opinion firft, which was, ‘‘ to remain at Cut- 


“ wah ;” and then defcended to the loweft according to the fuc- 


ceflion of rank. The Majors-Kilpatrick and Grant were of the fame 
opinion as himfelf, but Major Coote reafoned otherwife. He faid 

« that the common foldiers were. at’ prefent confident of fuecels : 
“that a ftop fo near the enemy would naturally. quell this ardour, 
<< which it would be difficult to reftore; that the arrival. of the 
« French troops with Mr. Law would add ftrength to the Nabob’s 
force and vigour to His councils; that they would furround the 


“ Englifh, 
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“ Englifh army, and cut off its communication with Calcutta, when 
‘¢ diftreffes not yet forefeen might ruin it as effectually as the lofs 
« of a battle. He therefore advifed, that they fhould either ad- 


“s vance and decide the conteft immediately, or immediately return 


« to Calcutta.” It is very rare that a council of war decides for 
battle; for as the commander never confults his officers in this au- 
thentic form, but when great difficulties are to be furmounted, the 
general communication increafes the {enfe of mfque and danger 
which every one brings with him to the confultation. ‘Thirteen 
officers were againft, and only {even voted for immediate ation. The 
fan&tion of this council in no wife alleviated the anxieties of Clive; 
for, as foon as it broke up, he retired alone into the adjoining grove, 
where he remained near an hour in deep meditation, which con- 
vinced him of the abfurdity of {topping where he was; and acting 
now entirely from himfelf, he gave orders, on his return to his quar- 
ters, that the army fhould crofs the river the next morning. 

The fick were lodged in the fort of Cutwah, and at fun-rife, on 
the 22d, the army began to pafs: all were landed on the oppofite 
fhore by four in the afternoon, at which time another meffenger ar- 
rived with a letter from Jaffier, which had likewife been difpatched 
on the rgth, but had taken bye-roads, and was delayed by other pre- 
cautions. - The purport was, ‘¢ That the Nabob had halted at Mun- 
«s carra, a village fix miles to the fouth of Coffimbuzar, and intended 
«to entrench and wait the event at that place, where Jaffier pro- 


«© pofed that the Englifh fhould attack him by furprize, marching 


«< round by the inland part of the ifland.” Colonel Clive imme- 
diately fent back the meffenger with this anfwer, ‘* That he fhould 
« march to Plaffy without delay, and would the next morning ad- 


« vance fix miles farther to the village of Daudpoor ; but if Meer ° 


« Jaffier did not join him there, he would make peace with the 
‘«« Nabob.” Accordingly the troops proceeded before fun-fet, con- 
forming their march to the progrefs of the boats, which, as before, 


were towed againft the ftream;. and haying, by unceafing toil, ad- . 


yanced fifteen miles in eight hours, arrived at one in the morning 
at Plafly. The army immediately took poffefion of the adjoining 
L 2 i ; grove, 
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grove, when, to their great furprize, the continual found of drums, 
clarions, and cymbals, which always accompany the night watches: 
of an Indian camp, convinced them. that they were within a mile 
of the Nabob’s army.. His intention to remain at Muncarra, had 
arifen from a fuppofition that the Englifh would advance imme- 
diately after they had taken Cutwah, and would arrive at Plafly 
before his. own could get there ; but as foon as he found that they 
were not {ò aétive, he continued his march, and arrived at the camp 
of Plafly twelve hours before them.. á 
The guards-and centinels being flationed,. the reft of the troops 
were permitted to take reft. The foldiers flept; but few of the 
officers, and leaft of all the commander, On the other hand) the: 
defpondency of the Nabob increafed as the hour of danger approached. 
Sitting in his tent in the evening of his arrival at the camp, it chanced’ 
that his attendants quitted him one after another in order to fay their. 
ufual prayers at fun-fet, until they left him quite alone ;. when a 


common fellow, either through ignorance, or with an intention to 


fteal, entered'the tent unperceived, until he was difcovered by the 
Nabob ; who ftarting from the gloomy reflections in which he was. 
abforbed, haftily recalled his. attendants with this emphatic excla~ 
mation, ‘* Sure they fee me dead.’” 

The grove of Plaffy extended north and fouth about 800 yards in 
ength, and 300 in breadth,. and’ was planted with mango-trees, in: 
regular rows. It was inclofed by a flight bank and ditch, but the 


_ ditch was choaked with coarfe weeds and brambles. The angle to 


the fouth-welt was zoo yards from the river, but that to the north-- 
weft not more than 50. A little to the north of the grove, and on 
the bank of the river, ftood a hunting-houfe of the Nabob’s, encom- 
pafied by a gatden-wall. The river, a mile before it reaches this. 
houfe, curves to the fouth-weft nearly in the fhape of an horfe-thoe,. 
including a peninfula about three miles in circumference, of which 
the neck, from the ftream to the ftream. again, is not more than a 
guarter of a mile acrofs. About 300 yards to the fouth of the pe- 
ninfula, began an entrenchment, which Roydoolub had thrown up 


to fecure his camp : the fouthern face; fronting the grove of Plafly,, 
AS 2 . extended 
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extended nearly in a ftreight line, about 2oo`yards inland from the 1757- 
bank of the river; and then turning tothe north-eaft by an obtufe. jase 
angle, continued nearly in this dire€tion about three miles. Within oe 
this entrenchment encamped the whole army, of which a part like- 
wife occupied the peninfula. In the angle was raifed a redoubt, on 
which cannon were mounted. About 300 yards to the eaft of this 
redoubt, but without the camp, was a hillock covered with trees ;. 
and 860 yards to the fouth of this hillock and the redoubt, was a: 
fmall tank or pond ; and roo yards farther to the fouth was another,. 
but much larger tank : both, as all fuch public refervoirs of water in: 
Bengal, were furrounded by a large mound of earth at the diftance 
of fome yards from the margin of the water. 

At day-break, the enemy’s army iffuing from many different open-- 
ings of the camp, began to advance towards the grove; 50,000 foot,. 
18,000 horfe, and ṣo pieces of cannon.. The greateft part of the 
foot were armed with matchlocks, the reft with various arms, pikes,- 
fiwords, arrows, rockets. ‘The cavalry, both-men and horfes, drawn. 
from the northern regions, were much ftouter than any which ferve 
in the armies of Coromandel. The cannon were moftly of the- 
largeft calibres, 24 and 32 pounders; and thefe were mounted on 
the middle of a large ftage, raifed fix feet from the ground, carrying” 
befides the cannon, all the ammunition belonging to it, and the 
gunners themfelves who managed the cannon, on the ftage itfelf.- 
Thefe machines were drawn by 40 or 50 yoke of white oxen, 
of the largeft fize, bred in the country of Purnea; and behind each- 
cannon walked an elephant, trained to afhift at difficult tugs, by” ` 
fhoving with his forehead againft the hinder part of the carriage. 

The infantry and cavalry marched in many feparate and compact 
' bodies.. Forty vagabond Frenchmen, under the command of one’ 
Sinfray, appeared at the larger tank, that neareft. the grove, with 
four pieces of light cannon.. Two larger pieces advanced and halted. 
on a line with this tank, clofe to the bank of the river. Behind thefe- 
pofts 5000 horfe and zooo foot took their {tation under the com- 
mand of Meer Murdeen, and the fon of Moonlol. The reft of the 
army in large columns of horfe and foot extended in a curve from the- 


left: 
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left of the hillock near their camp, to the ground about 800 yards 
_eaft of the fouthern angle of the grove of Plaffy : and in this part 
were the troops of Meer Jaffier, Roydoolub, and Lattee. In all the 
openings between the columns were inter{perfed the artillery, two, 
three, and four pieces together. 
Golonel Clive, viewing the enemy’s array from the top of the hunt- 
ing-houfe, was furprized at their numbers, as wellas the {plendor and 
confidence of their array; but judging, that if his owntroops remained 


_in the grove, the enemy would impute the caution to fear, and grow 


bolder, he drew them up in a line with the hunting-houfe, and 
facing to the neareft tank. They were goo Europeans, of whom 
roo were artillery-men, and 50 were failors; 100 Topafles, and 
2100 Sepoys; the artillery were eight field-pieces, all fix-pounders, 
and two hewitz: the Topaffes were blended in the battalion with 
the Europeans, the failors affifted the artillery-men. The battalion 
with three field-pieces on the right, and the fame number on their 
left, were in the centre; on the right and left of which extended 
the Sepoys in two equal divifions. ‘The other two field-pieces and 
the howitzes were advanced 200 yards in front of the left divifion of 
Sepoys, and pofted behind two brick-kilns. This line extended 600 
yards beyond the right of the grove ; but the diftance of the enemy 
in this quarter, prevented any danger of their falling upon the flank 
before whatfoever troops were ordered could fall back, and range 
along the eaft fide of the grove. The firft fhot was fired by the 
enemy, at eight o'clock, from the tank ; it killed one, and wounded 
another of the grenadier company, which was pofted on the right 
of the battalion. This, as a fignal, was followed by the continual 
fire of the reft of the Nabob’s artillery on the plain. But moft of 
their fhot flew too high. The two advanced field-pieces anfwered’ 
the fire from the tank, and thofe with ‘the battalion aéed againft 
the different divifions of heavy artillery on the plain; but firing out 
of the reach of point-blank fhot, hit none of the enemy’s guns ; 
neverthelefs, every fhot took place, either in one or other of the 
bodies of infantry or cavalry. But ten for one killed, was no ad- 


‘vantage in fuch a difparity of numbers, and in half an hour the 


3 Engiith 
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En gliffy loft ro Europeans, and 20 Sepoys; on which Colonel Clive 
ordered the whole army to retire into the grove. ‘The enemy elated 
by this retreat, advanced their heavy artillery nearer, and fired with 
greater vivacity than before ; but their fhot only ftruck the trees; 
for the troops were ordered to fit down, whilft the field-pieces alone 
anfwered the enemy’s cannon from behind the bank. Explofions 
of powder were frequently obferved amongft their artillery. At 
eleven o’clock Colonel Clive confulted his officers at the drum 
head; and it was refolved to-maintain the cannonade during the day, 
but at midnight to attack the Nabob’s camp. About noon a Uy 
heavy fhower covered the plain, and very foon damaged the enemy’s 
powder fo much, that their fire flackened continually ; but the Englith 
ammunition Rei on. The Nabob had remained in his tent out of 
the reach of danger, continually flattered. by his attendants and officers, 
of whom one half were traitors, with affurances of victory; but about 
noon he was informed, that Meer Murdeen, the beft and moft faith- 
ful of his generals, was mortally wounded by a cannon-ball.. The 
misfortune difturbed him to excefs ; he immediately fent for Meer 
Jaffier ; and as. foon. as he entered the tent, flung his turband on the 
ground, faying, “ Jaffier, that turband you muft defend.” The 
other bowed, and with his hands on his breaft, promifed his utmoft 
fervices ; and returning to his troops and affociates immediately dif- 
patched a letter to Colonel Clive, informing him of what had paffed, 
and advifing him either to pufh forward. in the inftant, or at all 
events, to attack the Nabob’s camp at three the next morning; but 
the meflenger was.afraid to proceed whilft the firmg continued. In, 
the mean time, the terrors of the Nabob increafed continually : Roy- 
doolub taking advantage of them, counfelled him. to return to his. 
capital : his advice prevailed, and the Nabob ordered the ane ely 
treat into the intrenchments.. ape eae 
Accordingly, about two o'clock, the enemy ceafed the raae, 
and were perceived yoking the trains of oxen to their artillery, and 
as foon as, thefe were in motion, their whole aemy turned and pro- 
ceeded. lowly towards the camp. But Sinfray with his. party and. 
field-pieces ftill. maintained his poft at the tank. This was a good: 


{tation 
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“ftation to cannonade the enemy from, dur ing their retreat ; cand 
‘Major Kilpatrick impatient ‘to feize the opportunity, advanced from 

. the grove with two companies of the battalion, and two field-pieces, 
marching falt towards the tank, and fent information of his intention, 
and the reafon of it, to his commander, who chanced at this. time 
to be lying down in the hunting-houfe. Some fay he was afleep 5 
which is not improbable, confidering how little reft he had had for 
fo many hours. before; but this is no imputation either againft his 
courage or condué. “Starting up, he ran immediately to the detach- 
ment, reprimanded Kilpatrick iharply for making fuch a motion vo 
without his orders, commanded him to return. to the grove, and bring ! 
ap the reft-of the army ; and then proceeded himfelf with the ‘de- 

2s tachment to the tank, which Sinfray, feeing his party left without 

fupport, abandoned ; and retreated to the’ redoubt of the intrench- 

ment, where he planted his field-pieces ready to act again. 

ea ` As the main body of the Englith troops were advancing to the 

tank, that part of the Nabob’s army, which in the beginning of the 

action had formed oppofite to the fouth-eaft angle of the grove of 

Plaffy, lingered in the retreat behind the reft, and-when they had 

ne paffed the parallel of the grove, halted, faced, and advanced towards 

_ o the north-eaft angle. Thefe were the troops of Meer Jaffier; but 

ii their fignals not being underftood, it was fuppofed that they intended 

to fall upon the baggage and boats at the grove, whilft the Englith 

. army were engaged at the tank. Three platoons of the line, whilft 


march, and a field~piece, were detached to oppofe them, under the 
nmand of Captain Grant and Lieutenant Rumbold ; and Mr. John > 
intone, a volunteer, managed the field-piece, the fire of which 
{topped the approach of the fuppofed enemy. | Mean while the 
being arrived at the tank, got all their field-pieces upon the 
d, and from thence began to cannonade into the Nabob’s camp ; 


ich.many-.of the troops came again out of the intrenchment, 
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was renewed with more efficacy than before, and killed many of the 
oxen which were drawing the artillery, which threw all the trains 
that were approaching into diforder. On the other hand, the 
Frenchmen with Sinfray plyed their field-pieces from the redoubt; 
and matchlocks from the intrenchments, from ditches, hollows, and 
every hole or fhelter, as alfo from the bufhes on the hillock eaft of 
the redoubt, kept up a conftant although irregular fire, whilft the 
cavalry advanced feveral times threatening to charge fword in hand, 
but were always {topped and repulfed by the quick firing of the 
field-pieces. Neverthelefs, the Englifh fuffered as much in this, as 
they had during all the former operations of the day. At length 
the troops of Jaffier appeared moving away from the field of battle, 
vithout joining the reft of the Nabob’s army ; which convincing 
Colonel Clive who they were, he determined to make one vigorous 
effort for victory by attacking at once Sinfray’s redoubt, and the 
eminence to the eaftward of it, in the cover of which an ambufcade 
was fufpeéted. Two divifions of the army were appointed to the 
two attacks, and the main body advanced in the centre ready to 
fupport both, and to act, as occafion fhould offer, of itfelf The 
divifion on the right gained the eminence without firing or receiving 
a fingle fhot. At the fame time the left marched up to the redoubt, 
which Sinfray, finding himfelf again deferted by his allies, quitted 
without farther refiftance, and without carrying off his field-pieces. 
Thus the whole of the Englith army entered the camp at five o'clock, 
without other obftacle than what they met from tents, artillery, 
baggage, and ftores, difperfed around them, and abandoned by an 
army which out-numbered them ten to one, and were flying before 
them on all fides in the utmoft confufion. | 
The caufe of this fudden panic was the flight of the Nabob, who 
hearing that Meer Jaffier remained inactive on the plain, and that 
the Englifh were advancing to itorm his camp, mounted a camel, 
and fled at the utmoft pace of the animal, accompanied by about 
2000 horfemen. The victory was decided, and was confirmed by 
the arrival of the meflenger with the letter fent by Meer Jaffier at 
VoL. M. Jone RN " “neenns 
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noon; {oon after came another, whom ‘clone: tive immediately 
returned with a note, reguefing Meer Jafer to meet him the next 
morning at Dandpore. : 
The Englifh {oldiers being told, that they fhould receive a dona- 
. tion of money, received the orders to march on to Daudpore with 
acclamations, nor fhewed any defire to {top for the plunder which 
lay {pread around them. They halted, however, until the commif- 
faries had taken poffeffion of as many oxen as fufficed for all the artil- 
lery and carriages of the army : their own being much inferior to the 
Nabob’s. A detachment was fent forward, under Major Coote, to y 
purfue, or rather to obferve if the enemy rallied; and the whole 3 
army arrived at eight o’clock, and refted at Daudpore. ‘This impor- | 
tant victory was gained with little lofs. Only 16 Sepoys were killed, 
and 36 wounded, many of whom flightly : and of the Europeans 
about 20 were killed and wounded; of which number, fix of the 
killed, and ten of the wounded, were of the artillery, as were like- 
wife the only two officers who were wounded during the different 
operations of the day. 
In the morning, Colonel Clive deputed Mr. Scrafton and Omarbeg 
to condu&t Meer Jaffier to Daudpore, who received them with re- 
ferve, and an air of anxiety, as if he apprehended, that the Englith 
refented his conduct, in not having joined them, conformably to his 
promifes; he, however, immediately proceeded with them to Daud- 
pore, accompanied by his fon Meirum, and his ufual retinue. 
On entering the Englifh camp, he alighted from his elephant, and i 
the guard drew out, and refted their arms, to receive him with the a 
ufual honours. Not knowing the meaning of this compliment, he i 
ftarted back, as if he thought it a preparation to his deftru@ion : i 
but Colonel Clive advancing haftily, embraced, and faluted him | 
Nabob of Bengal, Behar, and Orixa, which removed his fears, 
They conferred about an hour, he making fome apologies, and the 
Colonel no reproaches; but advifed him to proceed immediately to 
the city, and not to fuffer Surajah Dowlah to efcape, nor his treafures 
to beplundered. Meer Jaffier returning to his troops, haftened with 
them to Muxadayad, and arrived there in the evening, that is, of 
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the 24th. Colonel Clive then difpatched letters to Roydoolub, Latty, 
and Monickchund, and to Monickchund he promifed that no en- 
quiry fhould be made concerning the plunder of Calcutta. The army 
proceeded in the afternoon, and halted fix miles beyond Daudpore. 

Surajah Dowlah got to the city before the midnight after the 
battle; and not a few of his principal officers arrived there almoft 
as foon as himfelf. Thefe he affembled in council. Some advifed 
him to deliver himfelf up to the Englith, which he imputed to trea- 
chery; others propofed, that he fhould encourage the army by the 
offer of great rewards, and appear again at their head in the morn- 
ing. ‘This he feemed to approve, and, having ordered an immediate 
diftribution of three months pay to the troops, difmiffed the council, 
and retired into the feraglio, where, left to his own reflections and 
his women, his terrors returned. 

The next morning, the 24th, he fent away his women, with 50 
elephants laden with their furniture and neceffaries, and with them 
a great part of his own jewels, and fome gold rupees : and determined 
to efcape himfelf in the night; but, having loft all confidence in 
every officer of diftin@tion, whofe fortunes either he himfelf or his 
grandfather had made, he intrufted his intentions only to the eunuch 
who governed his feraglio. “The arrival of Meer Jaffier in the even- 
ing, although he attempted nothing immediately, haftened the 
Nabob’s departure. Having difguifed himfelf in a mean drefs, he 
went fecretly at ten o’clock at night out of a window, carrying a 
cafket of his moft valuable jewels, and attended only by his favourite 
concubine and the eunuch. They got undifcovered into a boat, which 
the eunuch had prepared at the wharf of the palace: it immediately 
rowed away to the northward. It.was his intention to efeape to Mr. 
Law, and with him to Patna, the governor of which province was a 
faithful adherent to his family. At midnight, Meer Jaffier was in- 
formed of his flight, and immediately fent feveral parties in purfuit 
of him. In the morning, the whole city was in confufion, no one 
knowing what was become of their late Nabob, and not perceiving 
his ftation occupied by any other. Moonlol, and feveral others of 
the Nabob’s familiars, were taken in the forenoon, endeavouring to 
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g" ae efcape; and the next day the women, with the elephants be- 
? longing to the feraglio, which the Nabob had fent away previous to 


Bogwongolla, a town on the great arm of the Ganges, 15 miles to 
the v. £. of Muxadavad. 

The Englifh army arrived at noon, the 25th, ‘and halted at Mau- 
dipoor, from whence Colonel Clive fent forward Mr. Watts and Mr. 
Walth, attended by 100 Sepoys: they arrived at three in the afternoon 
in the city, and vifited Meer Jaffier, who then difpatched more 
parties in purfuit of Surajah Dowlah. Their vifit convinced the in- 

ee _ habitants whom they were to look up to as their future lord, and 
ES their exhortations, feconded by the vicinity of the Englifh army, 
re,” encouraged Meer Jaffier to proclaim himfelf Nabob. 
The next day, the 26th, Watts and Walth vifited the Seats, where 
“hs they met Meer Jaffier and Roydoolub, and conferred concerning the 
aa payment of the ftipulated monies, but Roydoolub infifted pertinacioufly 

n that the whole amount of Surajah Dowlah’s treafures was not fuffi- 
cient to fupply it. The reftitution, with the donations to the {qua- 
dron, the army, and the committee, amounted to 22,000,000 of 
Secca rupees, equal to 2,750,000 pounds. But other donations were 
promifed, which have fince been the foundation of feveral fortunes, 
= although not then publicly avowed. 

Mr. Watts propofed, that the Seats fhould Auna the deficiency, 
epay themfelves out of the future revenues. Roydoolub re- 
that the Seats could not advance crores of ‘rupees ; a crore is 
10,000, 000. His objections raifed as unfavourable prejudices of his 
aracter, as were entertained of Omichund; ‘but the next day, the 
, the deputies had real caufe to think evil of him; for the Seats 
ungeet Roy to inform them, that a aao had been 
ld in a the night, between Roydoolub, Meerum the fon of Meer 

er, and Cuddum Huffain Cawn, an officer of diftinGtion, in 
‘was ee to gina Colonel ae. who intended to 
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his own departure, were ftopped by fome of Meer Jaffier’s troops at ` 
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were removed, but by what intelligence we do not know. On the 
29th in the morning, he entered the city, efcorted by 200 of the 
battalion and 300 Sepoys, and proceeded to the habitation allotted 
for him. It was a palace and a garden, called Moraudbaug, and 
fpacious enough to accommodate all the troops which accom- 
panied him. Here he was immediately vifited by Meerum, with 
whom he went to the palace of the late Nabob, where Meer 
Jatfier with all the great officers in the city were waiting for him. 
In the hall of audience was fixed the Mu/nud or throne, in which 
Surajah Dowlah ufed to appear in public. Jaer, after the firft fa- 
lutation at theentrance, returned towards the inner partof the hall with 
Colonel Clive, and feemed defirous to avoid the Mu/nud, which 
Clive perceiving, led him-to it, and having placed him on it, made 
obeifance to him, as Nabob of the provinces, in the ufual forms,. 
and prefented a plate with gold rupees: he then, by an interpreter, 
exhorted the great men to be joyful that fortune had given them fo 
good a prince, in exhange for fuch a tyrant as Surajah Dowlah ; on 
which they likewife paid homage, and prefented gold. The next: 
morning Jaffier vilited Clive, and conferred with him on the ftate 
of the treafury, alledging, as Roydoolub had done, that there was 
not fufficient. to anfwer all his engagements to the Englith, but 


“that he was neverthelefs ready to agree to any reafonable accommo-- 


dation. Clive propofed, and Jaffier agreed, to. refer the matter to. 
the Seats; and, in order to extinguith as foon as poflible this brand of 
contention, they proceeded immediately to the houfe of the Seats, 
accompanied by Watts, Scrafton, Meerum, and Roydoolub. Omi-- 
chund, who was attending, followed, thinking himfelf, at this very” 
time, in as high a degree of eftimation with Clive, as any one who- 
had contributed to the revolution; but, on his arrival at the Sza/s, ; 
finding that he was not invited to the carpet where the others were : 
in conference, he fat down at a diftance. near the outward part of the . 
hall. 

The treaties, as written in Perfic and Englith, were read,. explained, 
and acknowledged. After much converfation, Roydoolub infifting | 
always on the {cantinefs of the.treafury, it was agreed that ‘one “a 
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1757. Of the money ftipulations fhould be paid immediately; two thirds 
= of this half in coin, and one third in jewels, plate, and effects, at a 
valuation ; but that the other half fhould be difcharged in three years 
at three equal payments: Roydoolub was allowed a commifiion of 
five in the hundred on the fums for reftitution, which amounted to 
17,700,000 rupees, and this was one of the gratuities which had been 
held out to Omichund. The conference bemg ended, Clive and 
Scrafton went towards Omichund, who was waiting in full affurance 
of hearing the glad tidings of his good fortune ; when Clive (iid, « It 
“ is now time to undeceive Omichund :” on which, Scrafton faid to 
him in the Indoftan language, “ Omichund, the red paper is atrick; 
« you are to have nothing.” Thefe words overpowered him like a 
blaft of fulphur; he funk back, fainting, and would have fallen to 
the ground, had not one of his attendants caught him in his arms; 
they carried him to his palankin, in which they coveyed him to his 
houfe, where he remained many hours in ftupid melancholy, and 
began to fhew fome fymptoms of infanity. Some days after, he 
vifited Colonel Clive, who advifed him to make a pilgrimage to fome 
pagoda; which he accordingly did foon after, to a famous one near 
Maulda: he went, and returned infane, his mind every.day more 
and more approaching to idiotifm; and, contrary to the ufual 
manners of old age in Indoftan, {till more to the former excellence 
of his underftanding, he delighted in being continually drefled in 
the richeft garments, and ornamented with the moft coftly jewels. 
Ta this ftate of imbecillity, he died about a year and a half after the 
fhock of his difappointment. Grounded on his importance, by 
knowing the fecret, he held out the terror of betraying it, to fecure 
; his own advantages. Whether: he would have betrayed it, if re- 

fated, is uncertain: for part of his fortune was in the power of 
3 the Englith, and he had the utmoft vengeance of Jaffer and his 
is confederates to fear. However, the experiment was not to be tried. 
But, on the other hand, as his tales and artifices prevented Surajah 
Dowlah from believing the reprefentations of his moft trufty fer- 
vants, who early fufpected, and at length were convinced, that 


the Euglith were confederated with Jaffier; the 2,000,000 of 
rupees 
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rupees he expeéted fhould have been paid to him, and he left to 
enjoy them in oblivion and contempt. 

On the 2d of July, two days after the conference at the Seats, 
news came to the city that Surajah Dowlah was taken, and the re- 
port excited murmurs amongft a great part of the army encamped 
around. ‘The rowers of his boat, fatigued with exceffive toil, ftop- 
ped in the night at Rajah Mahal, and the Nabob, with his concu- 
bine, took fhelter in a deferted garden; where he was difcovered 
at break of day by a man of mean condition, whofe ears he had 
caufed to be cut off, when at this place about 13 months before 
he took the fatal and furious refolution of returning from his in- 
tended expedition againft Purneah, to the deftruétion of Calcutta. 
The injured man revealed him to the brother of Meer Jaffier, re- 
fiding in the town, and he to the foldiers who were feeking him. 
They hurried him back to Muxadavad with the eager diligence of 
men who knew the value of their prize ; and to recommend them- 
felves ftill more to their employers, treated him with every kind of 
infolence and indignity compatible with the prefervation of his life. 
In this manner they brought him, about midnight, as a common 


felon, into the prefence of Meer Jaffier, in the very palace which 


a few days before had been the feat of his own refidence and def- 
potic authority. It is faid that Jaffier feemed to be moved with 
compaflion ; and well he might, for he owed all his former for- 
tunes to the generofity and favour of Allaverdy,- who died in firm 
reliance, that Jaffier would repay his bounties by attachment and 
fidelity to this his darling adoption ; who, himfelf, to Jaffier at leaft, 
was no criminal. Surajah Dowlah proftrated himfelf, and with ex- 
ceflive tremor and tears implored for life alone. But Meerum, the 
fon of Jaffier, a youth not feventeen, fierce, barbarous, and in his 
nature cruel as ‘Surajah Dowlah himfelf, infifted on inftant death, 


‘Jaffer ordered the prifoner to be removed, and: the foldiers who had 


taken led him into a diftant chamber, oné of. the vileft of the pa- 
lace, which they guarded i in: expe@ation of farther orders. ` ~ Mot of 


‘the principal men in the government were at this time in the a= 


lace, fome to teftify their refpects, others to tranfa& the affairs of 


their 
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eir offices. All thefe Jaffer confulted. Some, although they 
EA before trembled at the frown of Surajah Dowlah, now de- 
fpifed the meannefs of his nature, more than they had dreaded the 
malignancy of his difpofition: others, for their own fakes, did 
not chufe to encourage their new fovereign in c fpoete acts of blood- 
fhed: fome were actuated by veneration for the memory of Alla- 
verdy : others wifhed to preferve Surajah Dowlah, either as a refource 
to themielyes, or as a reftraint upon Jaffier: all thefe propofed a 
‘ftri& but mild imprifonment. But the reft, who were more fubtle 
courtiers, feconded the opinion of Meerum, reprefenting the rifques 
of revolt and revolution to which the government of Jaffier would 
continually be expofed, whilft Surajah Dowlah lived. Jaffer him- 
{elf gave no opinion ; and Meerum feeing his unwillingnefs to pro- 
nounce, advifed him to go to reft; and he himfelf ould take care 
of the prifoner. Jaffier, pretending to underftand thefe words as 
if they meant no violence, difmiffed the aflembly, and retired into 
> the inward apartments of the palace 5 ; when Meerum privately fent 
one of his own menial fervants, in whom he moft confided, to the 
guard, with the fatal mandate; which they received with the ruth- 
lefs alacrity of ruffians who murder for reward. ‘Their boifterous 
intrafion j into the chamber immediately convinced Surajah Dowlah 
of their purpofe, and the inftant terrors of death threw him into a 
ftrong : agony of bitter lamentation. At length he recovered fuffi- 
a “cle ntly to afk leave to make his ablutions, «and to fay his prayers. 
ne j \ pot of water chanced to be near, which the executioners, impa- 
Fiss P t to perform their work, haftily threw over his head. The fer- 


EA 


vant -then ftruck with his poignard, and the others finifhed the maf- 
facre with their fwords. His mangled remains were expofed, in the 
morning, through the city, upon an elephant, and then carried to 
xe tomb of Allaverdy, where they were buried. The populace 
held the proceffion with awe and confternation ; and the foldiery, 
no ee the option of two lords, cepted. the promifes of 
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Thus perifhed Surajah Dowlah,. in the 20th year of his. age, and 1757. 
the 15th month of his reign, by the hands of violence, as his father Tie 
and grandfather had perifhed before him; and by means not unlike a 
thofe which were employed by both his grandfathers to deftroy the 
heir of their benefaétor, by whom they, as Jaffier by them, had 
been promoted from obfcurity to the higheft ranks of the ftate. 
‘There were found with his fecretary copies of the letters he had 
written to Mr. Bufly in Chicacole, and to Mr. Law in Behar. In one 
to Mr. Buffy, dated a few days after he had {worn to the peace con- 
¥ cluded with the Englith on the 6th of February, he preffeth him to 
fend 2000 men under the command of trufty officers, and in another 
invites him to march himfelf with his whole force into Bengal. To 
Mr. Law he writes foon after his departure into Behar, and before 
the confederacy againft himfelf began to move, that he is determined 
to attack the Englifh, and orders him to return immediately with 
his party to Muxadavad. Tyrant as he was, if he had refpeéted the 
advice of his grandfather Allaverdy, and not have excited the detef- 
tation of the Gentoos, at the fame time that he was rendering him- 
{elf dreadful to the principal Mahomedan officers of his court, the 
Englifh would have found no alliance fufficient to have ventured the 
rifque of dethroning him: but it is probable that the fame iniquity 
of character, which urged him to the deftruGion of Calcutta, would 
foon have called forth other avetigers of other atrocious deeds. 
‘The party of Frenchmen, with’ Mr. Law; advanced from Bogli- 
| 3 pore as foon as they received the laft furmmons of Sùrajah Dowlah, 
| but fo late, that they had not paffed Tacriagully, ee they heard 
fome confufed reports of the battle of Plafly, on which Mr. Law 
| halted, waiting for more certain information. Had he immediately 
proceeded 20 niles farther, he would the next day have met and faved 
Surajah Dowlah, and an order of events, very different from thofe 
when we have to relate, would in all probability have enfued. After 
waiting two days at Tacriagully, Mr. Law received intelligence that 
he was taken; on which he immediately marched back into Behar, 
intending to offer his fervice to Ramnarain, the vice-nabob of the 
province. 


á Vou. H. Bb | Of 


in 
; ` RIAL 
N r eae 
ae, “i ei AA 
CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA re en Tee 
€; ye 
- — 


THe WAR OF BENGAL. Book VIL. 
Of all the Gentoos whom Allaverdy had raifed to high appoint- 


ments, Ramnarain feems to have been the only one, whofe gratitude: 
had not been eftranged by the defpotic caprices of Surajah Dowlah.. 
But they were connetted by the fame refentments : for, whilft Sura- 
Fi jah Dowlah was harbouring grudge again{t Meer Jaffier at Muxada- 
i vad, Ramnaram was at variance with a brother, and a brother-in- 
ve _ law of Meer Jaffier, who held confiderable employments. at Patna. 
| The knowledge of this animofity had deterred Roydoolub, although 
a connected with Ramnarain by religion as well as bufinefs, from at-- 
tempting to gain his concurrence to the confederacy ;, nor does it 
appear that Ramnarain knew any thing of it until it was brought to: 
the point of decifion. In the mean while, he regarded the party 
with Mr, Law as an important refource to Surajah Dowlah, in cafe 
hoftilities fhould be renewed with the Englifh, and had accordingly 
fupplied them, although fecretly, with the means of fubfiftance 
ever fince they had retreated into his province. The new regency’ 
at Muxadavad had, therefore, no reafon to expeét his willing ac- 
quiefcence to the revolution, or not to fufpeé that. he would not 
entertain the party with Mr. Law, and even ftrengthen himfelf ftill 
more by alliances «with the neighbouring powers to the weftward.. 
The beft means of averting thefe confequences-confifted in fending 
a detachment expedite and ftrong enough to deftroy the French: 
party before they reached Patna, or a force-fufficient to deter Ram- 
narain from taking them into his pay: wher. they fhould arrive there. 
Meer Jaffier, notwithftaning the feeming acquiefcence of the 
foldiery to his acceffio:., was afraid to truft.any confiderable body of = 
them at a diftance, and efpecially in the precarious province of Be- 
har ; but was afhamed to acknowledge his miftruft,. which Clive pene- 
trated, and determined to undertake the expedition with the Englith: 
troops alone. The detachment confifted of 230 Europeans, three 
r companies each of 100 Sepoys, so Lafcars, and two- field-pieces,, 
_ both fix-pounders, and Major Coote was appointed to the command.. 
The baggage, ftores, carriages, ammunition, and provifions, were 
Jaden in 40 boats, all of which. were very ill equipt, whether with: 
: ; rowers. 
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rowers or tackle; and, neverthelefs, were not ready before the 6th 
of July, when they left Muxadavad; by which time the French 
party had got half-way to Patna. j 

The news of the battle of Plafly was brought to Calcutta on the 
25th of June in a letter from Colonel Clive to Mr. Drake, the go- 
vernor, who immediately communicated it to the council. The 
victory was deemed decifive; and all reftraints of fecrecy being now 
removed, the purport of the treaties were immediately revealed by 
the members of the council to all they met. In a few minutes all 
the inhabitants of the town, impatient to hear or tell, were in the 
ftreets. ‘The reftitution of public and private property; the dona- 
tions to the fquadron, the army, and individuals; the grants to the 
company; the privileges to the Englifh commerce; the comparifon 
of the profperity of this day with the calamities in which the colony 
was overwhelmed at this very feafon in the preceding year: in a 
word, this fudden reverfe and profufion of good fortune intoxicated 
the fteadieft minds, and hurried every one into the excefles of in- 
temperate joy ; even envy and hatred forgot their energies, and were 
reconciled, at leaft for a while, to familiarity and good-will; for 
every one faw that his own portion of advantages was intimately 
and infeparably blended with that of every other perfon in the 
fettlement. 

The prefidency immediately prepared a veflel to carry thefe wel- 
come tidings to England. Mr. Maningham, who had been deputed 
from Fulta to Madrafs, chancing to return at this time to Calcutta, 
was immediately fent to Muxadavad, where Colonel Clive, Mr. 
Watts, and himfelf, were appointed to at as a committee in the 
management of all public affairs. TTheir firft care was to get the 
money ftipulated by the treaties. Roydoolub perfifted in his affer- 
tions of the {cantinefs of Surajah Dowlah’s treafury, and endea- 
voured to prove them by faéts which were not true. At length, 
after a variety of difcuffions and equivocations, the committee by the 
6th of July received, in coined filver, 7,271,666 rupees. “This trea- 
fure was packed up in 700 chefts, and laden in 100 boats, which 
proceeded under the care of foldiers to Nudiah ; from whence they 
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= were efcorted by all the boats of the {quadron and many others, 
proceeding with banners difplayed and mufick founding, as a tri- 
umphal proceffion, to contraft that in which the inhabitants of the 
Ganges had feen Surajah Dowlah returning the year before from the’ 
deftruétion of Calcutta. Never before did the Englifh nation at 
one time obtain fuch a prize in folid money; for it amounted (ix 
the mint) to 800,000 pounds fterling. From real or pretended dif- 
ficulties, no more money was received until the oth of Auguft, 

when Roydoolub paid 1,655,358 rupees; and on the goth of the 
fame month he dieta gold, jewels, and cafh, amounting to 
1,599,737 rupees: the three payments amounted to 10,76 53737 
rupees. The whole fum agreed to be paid, as one half of the ftipu- 
_lations,of the treaty, was 11,350,000 rupees : the deficiency, 584,905, 
A was ftill delayed; but the commiffion which had-been: promifed was 
paid to Roydoolub. 

During the receipts of the money the committee had likewife at- 
tended to the other articles of the treaty. A mint was eftablifhed at 
Calcutta, and the firft rupees were coined thereon the r9th of 
Auguft. Agents-were fent to- re-eftablifh the fubordinate factories. 
Mandates from: the Nabob were iflued for-the freedom of the Eng= 
lith trade-throughout the provime, but permitting it only under the: 
ufual paflport of the company’s duftuck, and without exemption 
from the former prohibitions of dealing in any commodities, except- 
ing fach as were imported, or were purchafed ta be exported-to fea. 
It was difficult to define the limits of the lands ceded°to the com- 
pany, ‘fouth of Calcutta, for: they had’never been furveyed by the 
government: and great quantities of falt being manufaétured in the 
_ diftricts neareft the fea, the-tenants and renters, who gained muchi 
$ f i y this commodity, were averfe: to the introduction of new mafters, 
ho, as merchants, might with to appropriate this tradé to them- 
eir patrons, refenting the lofs of thofe prefents and ad- 
hich they received for their protection, fuggefted every: 


= 


ent the Nabob from: giving thefe diftri€ts to the 


ther of Meer Jaffier commat dec 
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not exercife any authority in them, until all the lands hed een 
furveyed, and every man’s pofleffion afcertained.. aoe 


All the profperities which had-been imagined on the news oft he Ñ 
battle of Plafly were now realized in Calcutta.: A committee of the’ 
mott refpectable inhabitants were appointed to diftribute the money 
received for the: reftitution of the loffes of individuals, and executed: 
the office with much difcretion and equity.. Commerce revived — 
throughout the fettlement, and affluence began to fpread in every 
houfe; but as it is the nature’ of man to err with great changes. _ 
of fortune, many, not. content with the. undifputed | advantages ac 
cruing fromthe revolution, immediately began. to. trade im falt and. 
other articles, which had hitherto been prohibited to all Europeans; : j 
and. Meer Jaffier. complained of thefe.encroachments.within.a month. 
after his acceflion, which, although checked for the prefent, were. S 
afterwards renewed, and at laft produced much more mifchief than. na 
even difinterefted fagacity could - have forefeen. . cl Aiea ~ io 

Admiral Watfon barely lived to fee the effects of thofe fuceefies;. f 
to which his condu& had fo -much. contributed: he died on n ther — 
16th of Auguft, after five days illnefs, of the: ae pe- : 
culiar at this..feafon. of ‘the. year to. the lower climate-of Bengal. : ŠA 
The franknefs and integrity of his nature, and his Zeal, for the ees 
nour of his nation, had endeared him to all. ranks of his. OD 
men, wherefoever he appeared in Indias- 42 

In this interval continual advices -had . been. received from } 
Coote of the progrefs of.his detachment, which had met w 
more interruptions than might have been. expected from the 
ficiencies of the:outfet.. “The boats, for. want .of - “‘TOWETS,. COL 
be towed as faft-as the troops marched on fhore, which o 
before they arrived atthe head. of the ifland of Co ofmbu 
$7 men out of-three large trading boats. which w were: 
the river.. On the roth of July, -which was s the 
departure from Muxadavad, . the troops, -at Or 
arrived at Rajahmabk 


dètashment on the road, and: prom: 
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but afforded none. However, after five days delay, the boats were 
repaired, but the horfemen refufed to proceed without two months 
pay, which Major Coote had neither money or orders to furnifh: he 
therefore continued his march without them on the 13th, and on 
the 18th arrived at Boglipore, which is 65 miles from Rajahmahal. 
Here he received intelligence, that Mr. Law’s party had four 
days before paffed the city of Patna, which is 55 miles beyond 
Boglipore. Major Coote left this place on the rgth, and was followed 
the next day by 60 horfemen, fent by the governor under the com- 
mand of his fon. On the 21ft, the horfemen, troops, and boats, ar- 
rived at Mongheir, which by the road is 35 miles farther. The 
garrifon, on the appearance of the detachment, who expeéted to 
have been admitted into the fort, manned the ramparts, and fhewed 
their lighted matches, which obliged the troops to march- round 
the walls: On the 23d they arrived at Burhia, 30 miles farther on. 
By this'time fo many mifchances had happened to the fleet of boats, 
feveral having been loft, others ftranded, and fome: continually 
breaking from the towing lines, that Major Coote landed the field- 
pieces and ammunition at Burhia, and the fame evening proceeded 
fix miles farther to Darriapore. At two in the afternoon of the 
next day the troops arrived at Panarack, rï miles farther. 
‘During this march all the European foldiers were- holding mutinous 
language in complaints of their hardfhips and fatigues. Major Coote, 
impatient to reach Patna, refolved to referve their chaftifement until 
he arrived there, but, as an immediate difgrace, put them all into the 
boats, and the fame evening marched himfelf at the head of the Sepoys 
5 miles farther to the town of Bahar. Proceeding with them the next 
day, which was the 25th, whilft the Europeans were following at 
Teifure, he arrived at night at Futwah, which is 26 miles from 
Bahar, and only feven from Patna. During this day’s march he 
‘received two fetters, and they were the firft, from Ramnaraim, apo- 
“Aogizing for the efcape of the French party, and imputing it to the 
want of timely notice from Meer Jaffier. Soon after a deputation 
of his principal officers arrived at Futwah, under the pretence of 
compliment, but in reality to obferve the force, and difcover the 
inten~ 
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intentions, of Major Coote. They informed him that Ramnarain 
had returned only two days before from an expedition againft two 
difobedient chiefs of Moy and Sader, whofe. diftri&s lay about 30 
miles fouth-eaft of Patna; that immediately on his return he had 
proclaimed Meer Jaffier Nabob of Bengal, Behar, and Orixa; that 
he had fent forward 2000 of his troops, horfe and foot, in purfuit of 
Mr. Law, and that he had difbanded the greateft part of the reft. 
The next day, the 26th, at ten in the forenoon, the whole detach- 
ment, as well as the boats, arrived at. the Englith fa&tory, which is 
a {pacious building fituated on the bank of the river, juft without the 
weftern wall of the city. Major Coote immediately prepared, to 
vifit Ramnarain, but was prevented by a meflage, defiring him to 
take fome repofe, and to defer his vifit until the next day: in the 
afternoon three Europeans and fome Sepoys, who were leading fome: 
cattle to the faCtory, were, without provocation, aflaulted and woun- 
ded by a number of Peons. belonging to the garrifon. Complaint 
was immediately made to Ramnarain, who fhewed no inclination to. 
redrefs the outrage ; and moreover defired Major: Coote not to vifit 
him, as was intended, the next day, left the. ceremonial thould give 
occafion. to quarrels betwixt their refpective attendants.. An Englith 
officer, likewife, walking in the town, overheard two men of con- 
N who did not fuppofe him to underftand their language, 
talking of a defign. to maffacre the Englifh- detachment- In the 
night many of the Europeans got drunk, and 30 of the moft difor- 
derly, who had-likewife been foremoft in the. mutiny on, the road, 
were fele&ed, and confined for punifhment. es 

The next day Major Coote conferred with Mahmud cee e: 


` brother, and Meer Coffum, the brother i in law, of Meer | Jafier. 


They mformed him that the French party might eafily have been 
ftopped, if Ramnarain had fo willed; that, on hearing of the death 
of Surajah Dowlah, he had fent.to Sujah Dowlah, ¿thei neighbour~ 
ing and powerful fubah of Oude, propofing, toggie uimfelf inde- 
pendent of Bengal, if .Sujah Dowlah wo ft him- with his 


forces, and requefting him to protect the F vench. party on the fronz 


tiers, until it might be neceffary- to recal them. to Patna; that Sue 
h 
3 je 
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jah Dowlah encouraged his views, but was prevented by events, 
“which more immediately concerned himfelf, from marching with 
this army into Bahar. They likewife aflerted that Ramnarain had 
confulted his confidents on the means of deftroying the Englifh de- 
tachment. This information determined the Major to proceed with 
all expedition to the frontiers of Oude. 

The next day the 30 mutineers were tried and flogged; this pu- 
nifhment was judged adequate to their offence, becaufe of the great 
fatigues they had endured: for they had marched from Rajamahol 

to Patna in eleven days and a half, without the intermiffion of one 
day’s halt, and the diftance, meafured by a perambulator, is 201 
niles. 
A day pafled in making preparations for the outfet; but all the 
attendants of the camp, and many of the boatmen, finding they were 
to go farther, took fright and ran away ; and it was impoffible to 
colle& others without the affiftance of the government, which Ram- 
marain promifed, but did not fupply half the requifite number. ` How- 
ever in this and the fucceeding day all the boats, as well as the troops, 
affembled at Bankipore, a garden belonging to the company about 
five-‘mnes from the city, and on the fame fide of the river. The 
mext day the detachment moved fix miles farther to Dinapore, and 
the day after, which wasthe firft of Auguft, joined the troops which 
‘Ramnarain pretended to have fent forward in purfuit of Mr. Law, 
with whom they ‘halted at Moneah, a confiderable town fifteen miles 


from Dinapore, fituated at the confluence of the river Soan with 


ithe Ganges, where Hybutjung, their commander, refufed to pro- 
ceed any farther. “The troops of the detachment, with their am- 
munition; croffed the'Ganges, and-marched on the other fide, whilft 
the bullocks, ‘baggage, and attendants, crofled the Soan, and proceeded 
along the fouthern fide of the Ganges until they came oppofite to 
Chuprah, when it took three days to ferry them over; for the bed 
of the river is in this part three miles'broad, and the officer of the 
difia failed to furnith the boats and other affiftances he had pro- 

mifed. At Chuprah the company have a houfe eftablifhed to col- 

lect falt-petre, of which great quantities are made in this, and fome 

of 
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of the neighbou ring diftri€ts. Here intelligence was obtained, that 
the feveral chiefs in this part of Behar had enlifted forces to afli 
Ramnarain ; and {pies reported that they had left Mr. Law’s party at 
Benarez, which is by the road at leaft 140 miles beyond Chuprah, 
and that they were fupplied there by Bulwanfing, the Rajah of the _ 
diftrict, who was dependant on Sujah Dowlah the fubah of Oude. 
Farther purfuit was evidently vain, but certain of producing imme- 
diate hoftilities with Sujah Dowlah, whofe territory commenceth 
at the river Dewah, which difembogues into the Ganges 18 miles 
to the weft of Chuprah. The Major, therefore, refolved to wait 
here for farther orders, and on the 12th received a letter from Colo- 
nel Clive, inftructing him, as a {cheme of Meer Jaffier’s, to return 
to Patna, and endeavour, in concert with Mahmud Amy Cawn, to 


MEER JAFFIER. 


wreft the government from Ramnarain. The troops, leaving the . 


baggage to follow, embarked early the next morning; and fuch is 
the ftrength of the ftream at this feafon of the year, that they as- 
rived at Patna by noon, although the diftance along the courfe of 
the river is 44 miles. It appeared to the Major that the only means 
of executing his inftructions would be to affault the citadel, in 
which Ramnarain always refided, and at this time only with 
2000 men; but Mahmud Amy reprefented that their force was not 
fufficient to inveft it fo clofely as to prevent Rammarain from 


efcaping by fome of the fecret paflages, and propofed to defer the ~ 


attempt until he himfelf fhould be joined by 1500 of Ramnarain’s 
troops, whom he had engaged to defert. 

But by this time Ramnarain had taken the alarm, probably by 
information from his friends at Muxadavad of the orders fent to 


Major Coote and Mahmud Amy, which, confirmed by the hafty - 


return of the detachment from Chuprah, frightened him fo much, 
that he now fpared no attentions to the Major, and received. his 
vifit with much affectation of complacence. Two days after, the 
Major received a letter from Meer Jaffier, fraught with fuf{picions 
that Mahmud Amy had born falfe witnefs againft Ramnarain, as a 
sretext for levying forces, with the intention of feizing the govern- 
ment for himfelf. Enough has not been ‘difcovered of the fecrets 
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of Jaffier to account for this. abrupt change and’ contradiction: of an. 
opinion, which had hitherto been the greateft anxiety of his: mind.. 
His letter, however, precluded all farther intentions of. hoftility ; and: 
on the 22d a conference was held’ by appointment iii' the citadel, . 
to difeufs and reconcile all differences.. Major Coote and the two: 
brothers, Mahmud Amy and -Meer Coffim,’ came each’ with: 


ftrong efcorts, and Ramnaiain was.attendéd: by all his: principal ‘of-.- 


fone The two brothers, with the calmnefS- peculiar to the. manners 
of Indoftan, accufed him of a defign to aflaffinate them; which 
indeed had been reported in the city ; then of his intention to. rebel 
againft Meer Jaffer, in proof of which: they. urged: his connivance’ 
at the paflage of the French troops through Behar, the- oaths. he: 
had taken from.the officers of his- army; ‚his eourefpondence and. pro~- 
polals to. Sujah Dowlah.. Rammarain folemnly denied all thefe 
aecufations, and ‘produced a letter- he had juft. received. from: Sujah 
Dowlah, which indicated: no. fuch. intentions as were imputed to 


their correfpondence ; he then faid; itwas-true, that-he had been. 


attached to the late Nabob,. becaufe his fortunes .had-been raifed by. 
the princes of his. family ;- but. now that. Surajah Dowlah. was. 
no more, and none of his.family. remaining. worthy or-capable of the 


government, on whom fhould‘he.fo naturally wifh ta -dépend as on. 
_ Meer Jaffer, whom their common patron, Allaverdy, had’raifed fo 
near his own perfon and ‘dignity:. He then called a bramin,.and,. 


in the prefence of his officers, anda. crowd of attendants, folemnly 


fwore allegiance and fidelity to Meer Jaffier, and friendfhip. and good- - 


will to Meer Coffim. and Mahmud: Amy... The two. brothers -re- 


turned the compliment, by taking an oath on the koran that their . 


heart was clear of all ill-will toRamnarain, and fhould continue fo, 
They then embraced” him, and’ all- the three Major Coote, as the 


mediator of this reconciliation. . Neverthelefs, . neither fidé. believed ` 


the other, but each withed ‘ to.: -gain time, and”to: wait events: fot 


Ramnarain knew that the orders from Muxadavad «would prevent . 
Major Coote andthe brothers of Meer Jaffier from a@ing againtt : 
him at prefent; and they knew. that he, difappointed of the affift-’. 


ance 
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ance of Sujah Dowlah, would be fubmiffive, until he was better pre- 


1757 i 
pared to affert independence. CAR 


Before this conference Meer Jaffier had determined to recall the 
detachment ; but Major Coote did not receive the orders to return 
until the beginning of Séptember, and in-the interval the troops re- 
mained, uninterrupted by any alarms, in the company’s factory an- 
joining to the city. All proceeded in the boats, which left Patna 
on the 7th of September, and arrived in feven days at Muxadavad, 
although the diftance is 300 miles. . 

The confederacies of ambition are as liable-to be broken by fuccefs 
as difappointment. Meer Jatfier had many relations; and not only 
they, but all others who were his adherents or dependants before 
his acceffion to the Nabobfhip, thought they had the beft right to 
partake of the change of his fortunes; and thofe, who without pre- 
vious connexion had acquiefced to the revolution, thought their title 
better. But the donations to the Englifh had exhaufted the treafury, 
and none of the officers of the government. could be removed with- 
out infringing the declarations by which Jaffier had obtained the 
general fubmiffion to his fovereignty, and which Clive had ratified. 
Some money had been diftributed amongft the army of the govern- 
ment, but much lefs than their expe€tations ; and their difcontent 
acquired prefumption by the complaints of the whole populace of 
Muxadavad, who had beheld with deteftation the gold and filver of 
the capital oftentatioufly carried away by foreigners. A large fum 
Mill remained due of the firft half of the treaty-monies, and the 
term of the firft payment of the fecond half was approaching, for it 


fell in OGtober; and the committee at Muxadavad were continually . 


_ prefling the treafury for the balance already due. ` 
There is no`prince in Indoftan, who does not try every means to, 
avoid the payment of money, ftipulated at a diftant period; and Meer 
Jaffier imagined his liberalities to individuals, who were the heads 
of the Englifh nation, would relax their ftrictnefs in the public 
terms. But Colonel Clive had neither afked, nor ftipulated for the 
prefents he had received; and having refufed every other offer from 
the various interefts which compofed the government, thought their 
: Gep obligations 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


Owes a 


ae ee 


i Tue War or BENGAL. ` Book VII. 
je obligations mutual, and maintained the independency of his command. 
Neither Jaffier nor his fon had fufpected this fternnefs in his cha-- 
taéter. He not only infifted on the payments of the treaty-monies, 
as they became due, but, when tampered with to approve changes 1 in. 
the army and adminiftration, which Jaffier withed to make in order: 
f to gratify his own favourites, Clive let him underftand, that he would: 
See ~ permit none, as deeming them dangerous to the publ tranquillity, 
and contrary to declarations, fanctified by his own: Jaffier felt thefe: 
reftraints with abomination, which turned his head to notions of 
$ = emancipating himfelf from the afcendance of the Englith; but, 
| ¿warned by the experience of the confederacy which had raifed him» 
mee i tothe fovereignty, faw the neceflity of firft breaking the power of the: 
i Gentoos, i in whom the Englifh would find the fame refources againft: 
. himfelf, as he with the Englifh had derived from them againft Su- 
ajah Dowlah. Roydoolub, as the head of the Gentoo line, was firft 
to be deftroyed ; but, dreading the fagacity of Clive, pie deter-. 
mined to fet nothing in motion which might awaken his fufpicions, 
Be he remained at Muxadavad’; and in the interval, both he and 
s fon Meerum carried themfelves to him with every appearance of 
ypennefs and confidence, and Clive often partook of the familiarity: 
_ of their Private amufements. 
BeO In the r4th of September, the day after the detachment from: 
arrived at Muxadavad, Clive went away to Calcutta, leaving. 
Jatts, Maningham, and Scrafton, to tranfaét the company’s affairs: 
Nabob and’his minifters. The detachment from Patna was: 
d in the factory at Coffimbuzar; the reft of the troops, which: 
ad" fervet at Plafly, were fent down the river, and: quartered-at 
Ta as a:more healthy fituation than Calcutta. 
We thall: now return to the.affairs of Coromandel and the Decan,, 
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HE prefidency of Madrafs received no intelligence concerning 

the fuccefs of the armament to Bengal, before the 15th of 
February, between which day and the 22d, advices arrived, by 
various veflels, of the re-capture of Calcutta, the attack of the 
Nabob’s camp, and of the treaty made with him on the rith of that 
month, in which conjuncture Colonel Clive gave hopes that he fhould 
foon return with a great. part of the troops. On-the a1ft Admiral 


Pocock arrived, as we have faid, from Vizagapatam, landed the re- _ 


maining foldiers of the Company’s troops, received 100, the fame 
savas of failors, and failed the next day to rejoin the hee in 
Bengal. z4 
According to the principle adopted on the agpauttle of the arma- 
ment, the Preqdeney had continued to avoid all hoftilities in the 
Carnatic ; but the failure of Lieutenant Rumbold’s negotiation with 
the Jemautdars of Madura, in November, ‘raifed no iiobable ap- 
prehenfions, that the influence of-the government of Pondicherry 
would, if it had not already, foon- ETRE itfelf into their councils 
unlefs immediately interrupted by fome exertion ; and the er 


confequences which would enfue, determined the prefidency to 
revoke the reftraint they had laid on Captain Calliaud not to en- 


gage in any military operations from Tritchinopoly ; and in the. vend 
of the year, they allowed him to employ fuch means as he fhould 
think expedient, for the reduétion of Madura, and’ permitted him 


to command the expectant in perlon; sis likewile fent. feverah. 


officers, 
3 sod eRe 
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officers, with fome ftores and ammunition, which the garrifon of 
Trichinopoly could not {pare without diminifhing its own comple- 
“ments: they went by fea to Devicotah, from whence they were to 
proceed through the Tanjore country. 

Captain Calliaud, whilft waiting for thefe fupplies, went to Tan- 
jore, as well to obtain troops from the King, as to make peace 
between him and Tondiman; for Monacjee in the beginning of 
the year had taken the fort of Kanel, which had been fo long 
the object of contention between them; but found the difference, 
as before, irreconcilable; neverthelefs, both profered every affif- 
tance in their power. „On the 23d of March, he fet out from 
Tritchinopoly, with 150 Europeans, including artillery - men, 500 
Sepoys, and two field-pieces, and on the 25th arrived at 4na- 
wafpul, a town belonging to'Tondiman, 20 miles from Tritch- 
inopoly, where they were joined by 1o00 of his horfe, and 100 


_of his Collenes, On the 2gth they arrived on the frontiers of the 


lefler Moravar’s country, who being likewife frequently called the 
Nellicotah Polygar, we hall in. future diftinguifh him from the 
greater Moravar by that title. , Here they expedted 500 horfe from 
Tanjore; but none were arrived, or near. Scouts fent forward re- 
ported, that all the roads and paths in the country before them were 
obftructed with trees frefh cut-down and {trewed acrofs the way, and 
that numbers of Colleries were every where ready to difpute the 
pailage. | Meflengers were {ent.toenquire the reafon. The Polygar 
faid, that being at enmity with Tanjore, and:knowing that Calliaud 
had afked the king for a body of ,horfe, he had. barred his woods, 
being determined not. to.admit any Tanjorines into his country. 
@alhaud, being -by this time convinced that the King, notwithftand- 


_ing his promifes, ,did not intend to. fend any, made a merit of re- 


je&ing what he.was not likely to, obtain, and affured the Polygar he 
would not accept:,of their affiftance;.on which. all obftacles were 
semoyed, and the ;troops, after a,halt of three days, entered his 
country on:the 4th of March. In feven days more, of which they 
halted during the third at Manga/um, they arrived at Paralachy, the 
laft town they had to pafs in the diftri&s of the greater Moravar, 

I . i ieee . having - 
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having received every kind of hofpitality in the countries of both TSI 
Polygars.. Excepting the feet of a few miffionaries, this track had 
never before been trodden by any Europeans. At Mangalum, Cal- 
liaud met the brother of the Nellicotah ; and at Paralachy, the-prin- 
cipal man of the greater Moravar : and learnt from them that the two 
Polygars and 'Tondiman had entered into a league to attack the king 
of Tanjore with all their forces united, on the very.next attempt he 
fhould: make- againft the territories of either of the three. The- 
troops having halted a day at Paralachy, continued their march to 
Tinivelly, through the open country, in diftridts. belonging to this » 
government.. l 
The Pulitaver, with the Polygars:of his. alliance, had taken the- 
field in the middle of January, as foon as Maphuze Khan arrived 
at Nellitangaville : their force amounted to 10;000' men, and. the 
cavalry of. Madura: under the. command of: Berhatoolah, to: one 
thoufand:. This- army moved. by flow-ftages to the eaftward;. the 
Golleries plundering day-and night. on either hand,- and. at. length - 
encamped. before Panialumerutch, .at this time the principal refidence - 
of Catabominaigue, the chief: of the eaftern Polygars, and de- 
manded ‘his. affiftance ; who, dieading the deftru€ion that would 
follow his refufal, complied, and joined them: with 3-or 4000 men.. 
But the Polygar. of- Er/aporum,. the: next: in ~ importance, . made ~ 
{ome pretence to withhold his -tréops, for which=the Pulitaver was 
not. {orry ; -and the army marched from: Panialumcrutch direétly to: 
Tinivelly, fill plundering all the way ;.but were deterred from-at--- 
tacking: the.town itfelf, by. the a&tivity of the. Company's Sepoys - 
ftationed. there under the command of Bufhponaigue.. Returning: ; 
with their plunder to.the northward, they ravaged all the acceflible - 
and cultivated diftriéts -belonging to Etiaporum: in :revenge forhis ~ 
neutrality ; and from hence fent off-a detachment.with their: booty, 
amongft: which were §000 - beeves,.. to.» Nellitangavule. . In‘ this - 
while Mahomed Iffoof. the commandant, and Moodilee the. renter - 
of. thefe. countries, not being. certified .which -way Calliaud would ` 
direct his march, expected that he would come -in fomewhere near - 
Madura, and remained at Chevelpetore, under the hills to the weft, . 
until.i i 


March. 
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Ei they: received. intelligence that the enemy were marching from 
Panialumerutch towards ‘Tinivelly ; on which they moved to inter- 
cept their return, and befides other Polygars of lefs note were ac- 
companied by Vaniah of Sevagherry, a very large Collery fort fitu- 
ated at the foot of the hills about 20 miles fouth of Chevelpetore ; ; 
‘but the enemy had followed their plunder from Etaporum, ` and 

i -were arrived at Nellitangaville before Tioof ‘could interfe& their 

a ‘return: he neverthelefs, when thus: far, remained in the. diftriéts 

mid-way between Chevelpetore and Tinivelly, as the beft pofition to 
“watch their future movements, until he received orders. frem ca ptain 
Calliaud to repair to, and wait for him at this town 3 in confequence 
“of which, he proceeded and arrived there on the 28th of February. 
Ee A The enemy no fooner faw him removin g to a greater-diftance, than 
they again came out, and proceeded to Alege pone „a town about 
20 miles to the eee ata of Tinivelly, where Moodilee had lately 
thrown up a mud fort, on which he had mounted three pieces of 

‘cannon, and placed in it 1 50 Peons and Sepoys under the command 
of his nephew, Algapah. The enemy attacked the fort, which, after 
more refiftance than might have been expected, furrendered, and 
_ Algapaly was fent a prifoner to Nelletangaville. Intelligence of this 
lof was brought to Tinivelly on the'4th of March, in a evening, 

-and at 8 0 "clock, Mahomed Iffoof marched with the greateft part A 

his own force, and all of the Polygars his allies. At 7 the next 

ping they came in fight of Alwar courchy, and were furrounded 
fides by the enemy’s army, of which the cavalry of Madura 
were moft to be apprehended. The fight continued in a variety of 

_ tkirmithes, ‘until the evening, when the enemy quitted the fort and 

iH he field. The Polygar of Outamatee had both his legs ftruck off by 
a cannon ball, and the general of the Pulitaver’s men was likewife 

led" of their troops 2 or 300 were fuppofed to be killed or 

unded ; ; of Mahomed Iffoof’s only fix Sepoys were killed and 30 
inded ; however, the action was cfteemed a compleat victory, and 

u uch in the opinion of thè country, he marched for- 

etty, a fort in the hills belonging to the Polygar of 


) ut 16 miles to the north- weft of Alvar. ey: 
i le 


7 € 


‘Book VII, MADURA AND TINIVELLY, 


The guard abandoned the fort before it was attacked ; and Mahomed 
iffoof, leaving roo Sepoys to garrifon it, diffmiffed the Polygars, and 
returned with the renter’s and the Company’s troops to Tinivelly, 
where Calliaud with his detachment arrived on the 17th. 

The force now aflembled at Tinivelly was formidable, but could 
not proceed to aétion for want of money, which the renter Modilee, 


from whom it was expected, was not able to furnifh ; and the fhrofts ' 


had for fome time been deterred from fupplying him by their appre- 
henfions from the animofity which exifted between him and Mahomed 
Iffoof. Captain Calliaud with much difficulty reconciled their dif- 
ferences, at leaft to appearance, and fo far as to induce the fhroffs to 
lend 200,000 rupees, which were immediately difburfed in difcharg- 
ing the arrears due to the troops, and other military expences. The 
Polygar Catabominaigue was at this time celebrating a great wed- 
ding in his family at Panialumcrutch ; to which, as ufual, the whole 
country round was invited, and Moodilee as a principal gueft. He 
went, and having long been in habits of acquaintance and bufinefs 
with the Polygar, fixed him in the intereft of the company, and 
concluded an alliance with him againft the confederates with whom 
he had lately united, as well as all other enemies. In return, 
the Polygar requefted that fome compenfation might be made to his 


dependant of Etiaporum, for the ravages which his country had 


lately fuftained in confequence of his refufal to join the rebels; and . 


Calliaud, having feen the effects as he marched through, remitted 
a part of the fine due on the hoftages of Etiaporum, who ftill re- 
mained unredeemed with Tondiman. Whilft thefe affairs were ad- 
jufting, the fouthern monfoon fetting in on the Coaft of Malabar, 


broke over the weftern range of mountains with the utmoft vio- 


lence, and defcending, with the cataracts it had formed, into the 
plain, deluged the whole country to the eaftern fea: the ftorm, rain, 
and inundation, continued without intermiffion for two days and 
two nights: the -harvefts, juft ripe, were {wept away, and with 
them the habitations of the cultivators: the rains continued feveral 
days after the winds had abated; it required many days labour and 
fanthine to drain and dry the ground, and more time to repair the 

Vou. IL. Dd l 
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devaftation which the agriculture of the country had fuffered ; dur- 
ing which an epidemic ficknefs broke out, and carried off many of 
the diftreffed inhabitants by fudden deaths, which the patient fim- 
plicity and fuperftition of their character imputed to the vifitation 
of a goddefs, Lacheme, coming, they knew not whence, from the 
North. The fhroffs, who had lent money to Moodilee on the 
mortgaged harveft, would not fuffer him to depart until they faw 
the country recovering ; which obliged Captain Calliaud to remain 
at Tinivelly fome time longer, in order to fuperintend and en- 
courage the various operations which were neceflary to reftore the 
cultivation. 

The Prefidency, whilft waiting the refult of this expedition, had, 
howfoever unwilling, been obliged to engage in hoftilities in the 
Carnatic. The Nabob, in the beginning of the year, had demanded 
of his brother Nazeabulla, the governor of Nelore, a fubfidy of 
100,000 rupees above the ufual tribute; which the country could 
afford to pay, having fuffered little from the diftrefles of the war, to 
which the reft of the Carnatic had fo long been expofed; but Na- 
zeabulla equivocated and apologized. Ichlafs Khan, the brother of 
the Nabob’s buxey or general, marching at this time with 500 horfe, 
and other troops, to colleé the tributes of the northern Polygars, 
advanced as far as Serapely, a fort 12 miles fouth of Nelore, and 
propofed an interview with Nazeabulla, who accepted the vifit, giv- 
ing his oath on the Koran; but requefted Ichlafs Khan to come 
with few attendants, left quarrels fhould arife between them and his 
own. The vifit produced no change in Nazeabulla’s excufes for not 
paying the money, and Ichlafs Khan left the city in the evening 
without harm; but, after it grew dark, his efcort was attacked by 
an ambufcade of matchlock-men in the bufhes near the road, and 
oné of them was killed. The Nabob imputed this outrage to the in- 


fugation and example of his other brother Maphuze Khan at Ma- 


dura, and of an adventurer Meerfaeb, who was in pofleffion of Ela- 
vanafore, and plundering wherever he lifted. The anguifh which 
the Nabob exprefled at this fecond rebellion rifing in his own family, 


determined the prefidency to comply with his earneft requeft to re- 
duce 
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duce Nazeabulla; but his troops were not ready to march from 
Arcot before the 1ft of April, although the outrage happened 
on 21ft of February; during which Ichlafs Khan was waiting for 
them with his detachment at Kalaftry, the town of the polygar Da- 
merlah Venketappah-naigue, 70 miles to the s. w. of Nelore. The 
force from Madrafs was only 100 Europeans, the company of 
56 coffrees, and 300 Sepoys, with one 18 pounder, three fix- 
pounders, four cohorns, and one howitz. Lieutenant Colonel Ford, 
of Adlercron’s regiment, was appointed to command the expedi- 
tion. ‘The Sepoys and bullocks proceeded by land. The Europeans 
and Coffrees, with the artillery and ftores, embarked on the firft of 
April, in a fhip and a floop, which anchored the next afternoon op- 
pofite to the mouth of the river Kandeler, feven miles to the North 
of Kiftnapatam, a town of confiderable trade, from whence they 
expected the ufual affiftances of the port; but the inhabitants, inti- 
midated by the threats of Nazeabulla, abandoned the town on the 
appearance of the veffels, which were employed feven days in effe&- 
ing the difembarkation with two maffoolas they had brought from 
Madrafs. During this interval the Sepoys and bullocks arrived ; 
but coolies and more bullocks were neceflary before the detach- 
ment could move from Kiftnapatam, and the Nabob’s army from 
Arcot was not near enough to fupply them before the 22d of the 
month. 

The next day Colonel Forde marched, and on the 25th joined the 
Nabob’s army at Serapely, which was commanded by his brother Ab- 
dullwahab, and had been encreafed by the troops of the polygars Ban- 
gar Yatcham and Damerlah Venketappah, and all together amounted 
to 10,000 men, of which 3000 were cavalry. On the 27th the army 
encamped before Nelore. This town ftands about 500 yards to the 
fouth of the river Pennar, extending about 1200 yards from eaft to 
weft, and 600 on the other fides. The walls were of mud, and only 
the gateways and a few of the towers of ftone. The parapet was fix 
feet high, with many port- -holes for {mall arms, made of pipes of 
baked clay, laid in the moift mud, whiltt raifing, and afterwards 
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E anp with the mafs; the common method of forming thefe 
defences in India: the ditch had no water, and-was in many parts 
much choaked by drifts of fand. Nazeabulla, on the approach of 
Abdulwahab, had gone away with 1500 horfe, and left the city to 
be defended by a-refolute officer, with. a garrifon of 4000 Peons, 
who were inftructed and affifted’ by 20 Frenchmen, fent from Ma- 
fulipatam. The Englifh troops-encamped along the river in face of 
the town, the Nabob’s and the Polygar’s at a diftance higher up. 
- On the 29th, the eighteen-pounder, with the field-pieces, together 
with the cohorns and howitz, began:to fire from the mound of a 
tank at the diftance of 300 yards; but by miftake againft the 
ftrongeft part of the wall, on which, in four days, they made no: 
May. impreffion. In the night of the 2d of May, all the artillery was: 
moved to a battery erected about 200 yards to the -léft; and 100- 
nearer the wall, which in this part was vifibly ina: ruinous condi- 
' tion. The 18 pounder fired brifkly during the-next day, and by- 
i the evening made a breach which appeared: pra@ticable ; and hi~ 
4 therto only one man had been wounded by:the enemy’s fire, which: 
had been very few cannon-fhot, but continual-from fmall arms. The- 
next day Abdulwahab fummoned the governor, who anfwered with: 
civility, that he could not deliver the fort to any one without a po- 
fitive order from Nazeabulla, whofe falt he eat- It-was therefore- 


garrifon had been diligently employed in counterworking the breach. 
On each fide they cut’ a broad trench through the rampart, and: 
another on the ground within, which joined at right angles with: 


` thefe trenches were to/be defended . .by men armed with long pikes, 
whilft numbers ftationed, fome along the ramparts, fome. in va-- 
us pits dug for the occafion, and others in the adjacent houfes,- 
to annoy the aflailants, when on the breach, with ftones, ar-: 
d fire-arms, to-which their own pikemen, being intrenched 

i py ould be little expofed. At fun-rife the Englifh troops- 
the af ult, The 300. Sepoys. marched firft;. the com= 


the Europeans in the rear.. The enemy fired 
Pepi s naky 


refolved to ftorm the next morning; but, during this interval the- 


thofe from the rampart, and enclofed a {pace of fome yards {quare 5. 
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brifkly as the line was approaching, and more efpecially from the 
tower on the left of the breach, that Col. Forde ordered a fix-poun. 
der from the battery, which, at the diftance of a. hundred yards, 
kept up a conftant fire on the parapet of this tower, more indeed with: 
the hope of intimidating, than the expectation of doing any detriment: 
The few firft Sepoys who got up the breach were immediately {topped . 
by the pikes from advancing either forwards, or on either hand, and 
had fcarcely difcharged their mufkets before they were all wounded; 
on which thofe immediately behind ran down in confufion, and the 
whole body in an inftant broke; but difperfed to the right and left 
of the reft of the line. ‘The Coffrees, led by Enfign Elliot, took 
their place without trepidation, and having mounted, maintained’ 
their ground on the breach gallantly, endeavouring, after they had’ 
fired, to break down the pikes with their mufkets, and even to pufh’ 
into the trenches > but in vain, for, in a few minutes, four of themy 
were killed, and thirteen, with Lieutenant Elliot, wounded; on- 
which the reft were called: down. The Europeans, who during this- 
conteft had remained thronged at the foot of thebreach, now mounted, | 
every man as he ftood neareft, without regard to rank, order,.or- 
command. ‘This affault continued half an hour, during which Capt. 
Hunt was fhot with an arrow, Callender and Richard Smith, and Mr.. 


Alexander, the commiffary, were bruifed with ftones, and‘with them - r 
four of the foldiers killed, and 27 wounded on the breach, andthe iy 
enemy {till as active as ever ; on which Colonel Forde, who was at the | ovale 
foot of the wall, ordered the retreat, which was made with moréhurry : a 


than became troops who had hitherto behaved with fo much courage; 

for every man, inftead of waiting for his officers and colours, ran as i 
faft as he could'to take fhelter in the battery, and all paffed the field- ESR 
pièce without ftopping to bring it away, until Captain Richard Smith, i oo 
who, in rotation of duty, brought up, the rear, halted with’ D few- 


of his own company, and afterwards, with the afliftance of fome of ` 2 
the Nabob’s horfemen, who were near, dragged the field-piece tom, = ; p 

the battery ; during which two of his ferjeants, and two of-thè- A 

- horfemen, were wounded from. the walls, The Nabob’s army; dai SS 
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-the town, but.their appearance no where w iew the attention o£ 
the garrifon from the defence of the breach. 

The vent of the eighteen-pounder being run, it was impoffible to 
senew the attack until other battering cannon arrived from Ma- 
drafs; but Colonel Forde had already been informed by the prefi~ 
dency, that the French troops were acting in the field, and threatened 
defigns which might render it neceflary to recall his detachment. 
By the 13th the wounded were fufficiently recovered to march; and 

` no determination being as yet received from the prefidency, Colonel 
Forde, in compliance with the repeated requefts of Abdulwahab, 
crofled the Pennar with the whole army in purfuit of Nazeabulla, 
who, it was faid, ftill continued in the neighbourhood : on the 1 as 
they halted at Sangam, a pagoda of note 30 miles weft of Nelore, 
where they were informed that Nazeabulla had quitted the coun- 
try, and was gone to the French at Condavir; on which the army 
returned the next day towards Serapely, but ie another road, leay- 
* ing Nelore to the left. On the way Colonel Forde met feveral let- 
ters, fignifying the encreafing apprehenfions of the prefidency ; and 

on his arrival at Serapely, received exprefs orders to return with the 

~ atmo expedition to Madrafs. ` 

The government of Pondicherry, with the advices of the declay 
ration of war againft Great Britain, received orders to refrain from any 
military operations of rifque, until the great armament preparing in 

France fhould arrive ; which injungions they had implicitly. obeyed : 
but when they: faw Madrafs dividing its force, although not 
ftronger than their own, on fervices at fuch diftance from each other, 
_as Nelore an Ti inivelly, they thought they too might. attempt fome 
j ut much danger. However, they began with great 
— Oni a _of April, the day after the Englifh troops em- 
dy of 299) Europeans, and 1000 eee 


; e d, giving out one other 
; Objects, 


‘ing the affault, advanced in feveral bodies againft different. parts of - 
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objects, to cover their real intentions, which were to fall upon -17 57. Re 
Elavanafore by furprize. i MEUS 


This place is fituated about 6o miles weft of ponden sit my 
confifts of a fort and a pettah both ftanding on a plain, and neither 
having any difficult defences: the diftriéts are of no great extent, t EE: 
but extremely fertile. Before the truce between Mr. Saunders and : 
Godeheu, it was taken poffeffion of by an adventurer named Meer 
Allumodean, but more generally known by the name of Meer 
Saheb, who procured his confirmation from the Nabob, then at 
Tritchinopoly. -Under this fan&ion, he maintained a much greater 
force, efpecially of horfe, than the incomes of his government 
could afford, and fupported them by plundering the neighbouring 
diftriéts, pretending, that the managers of them were attached to 
the French. In an excurfion immediately after the trace in 1755, 
he plundered all the French diftri€ts between Seringham and Pondi- 
cherry, when the prefidency of Madrafs rebuking his proceedings, 
he made retribution to the French PIPERS who permitted him ; 
to keep a {mall fort he had taken from them in the neighbourhood 
of Elavanafore, named Oullagellinoor. ‘This ceffion raifed fafpi- i 
cions in the Nabob, who propofed that the Englifh detachment, 
which efcorted him foon after from Tritchinopoly to Arcot, fhould 
attack» Elavanafore in the way: and again that the Enghfh army = - 
fhould proceed againft it, in the beginning of the laft year, imme- 
diately after it had retreated from Velore. On the other hand, bee 
Meer Saheb, knowing himfelf reprobated by the Nabob, and feeing 4 ae 
nothing to be got by uniting with the French, thought the i 
mutual enmity between the two his -beft protection, and paid . 
refpe& to either; but increafed his force, | conti atin ied 
predations on the er eh, ite f Bee | 


paid nee a 
curfion, fwept away 5000 È beea 
the country round ; and in t he bes 
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plundered the neighbourhood indifcriminately. “The Nabob then 


Khan at Madura, and Nazeabulla at Nelore; but as. foon as it 
was known, that ie government of Pondicherry intended to attack 
Elavanafore, he requefted the prefidency of Madra{s to: protect him, 
rather than fuffer fuch valuable diftricts to fall into the hands of the 
French. ; 

Mr. D’Auteuil advancing by forced marches appeared before Ela- 
yanafore on the roth; and, whilft they were encamping, Meer Sa- 
-heb fallied with all his cavalry and moft of his foot, and had well 
‘nigh routed the whole of the French force, when he was fhot 
„through the body: his troops immediately ceafed the fight, 
but efcorted him with much attention back to the fort. D’Au- 

E tueil, on this trial, {fent te Gingee for reinforcements and can- 

3 ‘non; and, in the mean time, prepared to-.make a regular attack : 

on the 16th arrived 250 Europeans, with 1000 Sepoys, and the 

i battering cannon; but on the fame day Meer Saheb died of his 

i wound. on which his brother, with the families of both, went 

ii away in the night, and the garrifon after their example likewife 
ae abandoned the fort before the morning. 

Reports had prevailed in this part of the country, ever fince the 
French troops had taken the field, that they intended to fall upon 
_ Tritchinopoly, which, by the abfence of the troops with Captain 

.  -Calliaud, was left with a garrifon very inadequate to its extent; and 
* ey ) „Capt. Jof. Smith, who now commanded in the city, apprehended 
and warned the prefidency of this danger. But the force which 
“had taken Elavanafore was unequal to the enterprize; and D’Auteuil 
_ moved back from Elavanafore to Chilambrum, where he arrived on 
= the rft of May. : From hence he marched and encamped on the 
_ tkirts of the woods of Warriorepollam, and fummoned the polygar 
pay his tributes on the fame pretenfions as Maiflin had de- 

ed them two years before. The polygar as ufual endea- 
) gain | time by difcuffions, on which the French attacked 
ba Ee but were repylfed with lofs: however he was 
> ` frightened 
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pretended to fufpect him of being in league with Maphuze. 


- Khan to give up the diftri&s of Sholavanden, in which are comprized 


- Nabey Cawn Catteck immediately went to the greater Moravar, in 


the Englifh army arrived at Sécundermally, and lodged themfelves 


ene 


Book VIII. MADURA AND TINIVELLY. 
frightened by the attack, and agreed to pay 40,000 rupees, but took 
fome days to produce the money. 

In the mean time, Captain Calliaud, whilft regulating the af- 
fairs of the renter at Tinivelly, acquired intelligence, that the con- 
federates were treating with the Myforeans at Dindigul for aid 
againft the Englifh and their adherents, the Pulitaver offering 
to pay down 500,000 rupees, and the Jemautdars of Maphuze 


a ftrong pafs, and the only road, between Madura and Dindigul. 
Neverthelefs it was not intended that the country, when conquered, 
fhould be given either to the Myforean or Maphuze Khan : it was to 
be reftored to a defcendant of the ancient kings, who lived in con- 
cealment in the country of the greater Moravar: and Maphuze 
Khan was to have a fuitable eftablifhment in Myfore. 

This news encreafed the neceflity of attacking Madura as foon as 
poffible ; but the arrangements at Tinivelly were not finifhed until 
the roth of April, on which day, Captain Calliaud began his 
march from thence, with 180 Europeans, 2,500 Sepoys, fix field- 
pieces, and 500 horfe: Mahomed Ifloof commanded the Sepoys, 
and Moodilee what horfe were levied by himfelf. Six companies of 
Sepoys were left for the defence of Tinivelly, and the fame number 
in the fort of Palamcotah. On the fame day, Berkatoolah and Na- 
bey Cawn Catteck fet off from Nellitangavile, with 500 horfe, leaving 
Maphuze Khan with the Pulitaver. Skirting along the hills, they 
halted one evening near the fort of the Polygar Vaniah, of Sheva- 
gherry, which ftood 60 miles s.w. of Madura, and 20 below Chevel- 
petore. The Polygar, having been attached by Mahomed Iffoof, fent 
out his Colleries, who, in the middle of the night, fell upon 
this body of cavalry, and with their {creams and fireworks difperfed — 
the whole, and took 40 of their horfes. The fugitives re-aflembled 
in the. morning, and arrived at Madura on the 1 7th; from whence 


order to prepare fupplies of provifions for the city. On the 2oth, 


in the pagoda; from whence Mahomed Iffoof, with a party of Se- 
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poys, was detached the next day to reduce the fort of Sholavanden, 
It is fituated ro miles north-weft of Madura, and, although in- 
tended to command the pafs, was of little ftrength ; and the garrifon 
of 200 peons abandoned itas foon as Mahomed Ifloof appeared; but 
exceflive rains, which raifed the river Vigee, prevented him from re- 
turning to Secundermally, before the 26th. In this interval, Cal- 
liaud received letters from the prefidency, advifing him of their 
apprehenfions that the French intended to attack Tritchinopoly ; 
with orders to-hold himfelf in readinefs to march to its relief on the 
firft notice. By this time, he was likewife convinced, that the re- 


had been reprefented to him, and {carcely feafible without batter- 
ing cannon, of which he had not brought any from Tritchinopoly ; 
and, excepting the one which Mahomet Iffoof himfelf had depofited 
` in Madura, there was not a fingle piece in the whole country, of 
which Europeans would make ufe. However, not to lofe any of the 
precarious time left him to aét, he refolved to attempt the city by 
furprize. Bamboos were provided, as if for fome other fervice, and 
no one was fufiered to go in or out of the pagoda until the ladders 
were made. On the night before the 1ft of May, all the troops, 
except a few to guard the baggage and artillery, marched out of the 
May. pagoda, and at three in the morning arrived at the watercourfe 
which runs within 300 yards of the weftern fide of the walls. 

The inward wall of Madura is 22 feet high, including the 
parapet, which rifes fix above the rampart: at the diftance of every 
100 yards or lefs (for exact fymmetry has not been obferved) are 
{guare towers. The fauffe-bray is 30 feet broad, above which the 
outward wall rifes only five feet, but defcending to the bottom of the 


53 a 


_ ditch is 11 on the outfide. Midway, between every two towers of 
F ard wall, is a fimilar projection in the outward, with loop- 
ich command the ditch, and flank the intermediate part of 
n ‘which are none: but the whole parapet of the inward 
holes, fo have fome of its towers, and the reft em- 
. The {pot chofen to be attacked was the firft 
nd ofthe weftern gate-way, being the only 
SGEN uT - j part 
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duction of Madura was an enterprize of much more difficulty than — 
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part where the faufle-bray was clear of the thick thorny bufhes,. 1757- 
which had not injudicioufly been fuffered to over-run it in every : 
other; but the garrifon, trufting to this defence, had entirely ne- 
elected the ditch, which, by continual drifts after rain, was almoft 
choaked up to the level of the plain. The party allotted to the 
attack were roo Europeans, and 200 Sepoys; the reft of the troops 
remained in the watercourfe, ready to fupport the event. Calliaud $ 
led the party himfeif, to whom the method of attack was carefully 
explained, and ftri& filence enjoined. The foremoft men carried 
“tk the fix thorter ladders intended for the outward wall; the next, 
the fix longer, for the inward; as foon as twenty of the party had 
got into the faufie-bray, it was intended that they fhould imme- 
diately take over the longer ladders, which they were to plant, as 
received, againft the tower, but not a man was to mount, until all 
the fix ladders were fixed, and then no more than three at a time 
on each ladder. zg i 
The firft ladders were planted, and Calliaud, with the firt 20. 
men, had got into the fauffe-bray, had taken over one of the longer 
ladders, and had planted it againft the tower, when their hopes 
were interrupted by one of thofe accidents which from their tri- 
- viality efcape the moft attentive precaution. A dog, accuftomed to. : 
get his meals at the mefles of fome of the foldiers, had accom- 
panied them all the way from Secundermally into the ditch, and, i | 
probably from. anxiety, at not being able to follow his mafters 2 
eee into the faufle-bray, began to bark; which was foon anfwered by j 
the barking of another dog on the rampart, and the yelps of both 
awakened the neareft centinel, who, crying out “ The enemy,” 
raifed the guard at the gate-way, which repaired immediately to the 
tower. The foldiers in the faufle-bray, finding the alarm taken, 
inftead of continuing to get over the reft of the ladders, endea- 
voured to mount on that already planted, but crowded on it fo : 
many together, that it crufhed under them. This communicated sA + 
the confufion to thofe in the ditch, and no one any longer did what 
he ought. In the mean time, the garrifon increafipg on the rampart 
hung out blue lights of fulphur, and difcovering the whole party — 
an Brerz began 
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_ began. to fhower on them arrows, {tones, lances, and the fhot of 
bee _ fire-arms. On which Calliaud ordered the retreat, which was effected 
— with little lofs, only one man being killed, and another wounded; 
both were Sepoys, ftanding on the glacis. 
The troops, after taking fome refreflment, marched from the 
watercourfe, and proceeding along the fouthern face of the town took 
poft in a ruined village, about 600 yards from the fouth-eaft part 
of the walls, which in this quarter were of a much {lighter ` con- 
ftruétion than any where elfe. ‘The divifion with the artillery and 
baggage from Secundermally joined in the evening. On the 3d in 
the morning, a battery confifting of three fix-pounders began to fire 
on the walls, and continued the two fucceeding days, without 
making any imprefion; on which Calliaud fent away a company 
of Sepoys, with a fufficient number of bullocks, to bring two 
eighteen-pounders from Tritchinopoly. 
The prefidency of Madrafs, whilft anxious concerning the fuccefs. 
of the expeditions againft Madura and Nelore, had received advices, 
on the 28th of April, from Bengal, by the Revenge, Protector, and 
Marlborough, belonging to the company, with the welcome news 
of the capture of Chandernagore, but without a fingle platoon of 


being now changed, none were to be expected before September. 
Intelligence of this difappointment was foon conveyed to Pondi- 
cherry ; and it now appeared, that the French had waited to deter- 
mine the operations of their own troops by the force which might 
be fent back from Bengal to Madrafs. They immediately bared all 
their garrifons, and, retaining none but invalids in Pondicherry it- 
felf, enrolled the European inhabitants to man the walls : all thefe 


fending forward a detachment of 100 Europeans and 500 S to. 
Seri , followed himfelf with the main body on the r2th of 
vhole force confifted of 1000 Europeans, battalion. and: 
> F aers 3000 Sepoys, ro field-pieces, with feveral, 


The 


the troops which had been fent in the armament; and, the feafon . 


parties haftened to join D’Autueil’s camp before Arielore, who, 
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The two eighteen-pounders intended for Madura were fent off 
from Tritchinopoly early in the morning of the 12th, under the 
efcort of two companies of Sepoys ; but had not proceeded three 
miles, before a ftrong party from Seringham croffed the Caveri, and 
marched to circumvent them; which being perceived from the town, 
Captain Jofeph Smith re-called the guns, and marched out with a 
confiderable part of the garrifon to proteét them, on which the 
enemy returned to the ifland. On the 14th the van of their main 
body, with D’Autueil, arrived, and with the garrifon of Seringham 
encamped at the Pagodas of Wariore. It was fome time that captain 
Smith had expected this vift, and he had made all the preparations 
which the means in his power, admitted to receive it: he had filled 
the ditch round the town with water by the ufual fluices from the 
Caveri, neverthelefs feveral rocky parts remained fordable: the pa- 
rapets both of the outward and inward walls, where-ever decayed, 
had been repaired: ‘Tondiman and the king of Tanjore, on his ap- 
plication, had fent, the one 300 Colleries, the other 300 matchlock~ 
men: the Peons entertained by the Nabob’s governor, were four 


hundred : but all thefe men, excepting the Colleries, were only fit 


for night-watches, nor for that, without being watched them- 
felves: the Company’s were the only troops which could be relied 
on; they were 150 Europeans rank and file, of which 50 had 
lately been fent from Fort St. David,15 artillery men, and 700 Se- 


“poys; but of the whole few had feen much fervice, for the beft. 


had been taken away by captain Calliaud. This force would 
{carcely in any time of outward danger have been fufficient to 


guard the walls, of which the circuit was 6400 yards; much 


lefs with the additional ward of 500 French prifoners, who were 
confined within the town, and from whom more danger was 
apprehended than from the enemy without : for it was known, and 
it could not be prevented, that they maintained a correfpondence 
with their countrymen at Seringham ; and indeed the hopes of their 
breaking loofe during the attack, had been the principal inducement 


to the prefent attempt againft the city. More troops were con- ` 
tinually — 
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arrived, the enemy began to throw fhells into the town : during the 
` night feveral parties at different times and places advanced to the 
5 it 3 jinot with any intention of fealing the walls, but only to kéep 
the garrifon from reft by repeated alarms. Thefe alerts and the 
bombardment were continued during the four fueceeding days and 
~ mights; and on the 20th, M. D’Autueil, thinking the garrifon fuf- 
ficiently harrafied, {ummoned Captain Smith in the name of the 
king of France, to furrender the town, and {pare the effufion of 
blood, warning him that he fhould refent in the fevereft manner 
any ill ufage which might have been .inflited on the French pri- 
foners. Captain Smith anfwered, that he fhould maintain the 
town for the king of England; and that the prifoners had always 
been treated with more lenity than’ their practices deferved. Some 
hours after, {pies brought intelligence, that the enemy intended to 
make a general aflault in the approaching: night, and at one in the 
moring the greateft part of their force advanced- towards the weft 
face of the town ; but a few difcharges. of cannon, made them re- 
treat, and the continual vigilance of the rounds, witnefled by their 
lights and a variety of military mufick, deterred them from any 
farther attempt. 
_ By this time feveral of the neighbouring Polygars had joined the 
army before Madura, and were of fervice in fupplying the camp 
Pz: with provifion, as well as by cutting off {fuch as were going to the 
7 town, and Captain Calliaud had entered into a negotiation with, fome 
of the Jem-autdars, to deliver up the city, or to affift in furprizing it. 
Colonel Smith, on the firft appearance of the enemy’s troops on the 
other fide of the Coleroon, had difpatched exprefs meflengers to 
h ¿with the intelligence, which he received on the rsth at three 
ernoon. At fix, he began his march, with 120 Euro- 
1200 Sepoys, leaving the reft under the command. of 
Rumbold and Mahomed Iffoof, whom he empowered to 
ith the Jemautdars. > rine bteobegsedsin 
a vithout tents, baggage, or artillery ;,a few bul- 
nunition, and fervants belonging to the com- 
BP ery ; nuffary 


ection. Digitized by $3 Foundation USA 


tinually coming up to Wariore ; and on the rsth, the day after the firit | 


a J 4 


a 
” 
: 


. Book VIF. MADURA AND. TINIVELLY, 215 3 


miflary were fent forward to provide the meal at the different placesof 1757- 
halt. On’ the 25th at day-break they arrived and- halted at the ee 
vilagé of Eliapore, “nineteen miles from Tritchinopoly. On the i 
road Calliaud had received advices from Captain Smith, that 
D’Autueil, apprized of his approach, had quitted his firft ftation 
at the Pagodas of Wariore, and had difpofed his troops in a line 
of communication which extended from the Faquieres tope, 
round the Five rocks, the Golden, and the Sugar-loaf, to the French 
rock; by which all accefs on the fouthern afpect of the city was pre- 
cluded. It hadal{o been.difcovered, that feveral{piesbelonging to D’Au- 
tueil had mingled with and accompanied the Englifh troops, on which 
Calliaud ordered them to be narrowly obferved by his own, but 
without appearance of fufpicion,. intending to make them the inftru- 
ments of deceiving thofe by whom they were employed.: The troops 
having taken fufficient reft, anda full meal, marched from Eha- 
pore at two in the afternoon, and at fix arrived at Aour, a village 
in T'ondiman’s Woods, about 12 miles from Tritchinopoly, where 
they ftopped half an hour. Calliaud then bent his. march, as if 
he intended to come out upon the plain, between the Five rocks 
and the Sugar-loaf, oppofite to the middle of the enemy’s line, 
and advanced in this dire€tion fix miles. It was now 8 o'clock, and 
quite dark, when the French fpies, fully perfuaded of the intelli- 
gence they were carrying, went off to inform D’ Autueil where they 
fuppofed the Englifh troops intended to force their way. Half an 
hour after their departure, none of them appearing again, Calliaud 
entirely changed his rout, ftriking to the eaft along the fkirts of 
Tondiman’s Woods, until he came oppofite to Elimiferuam. The 
ground, from the woods to this place on the fouth, beyond it to the , 
Caverion the north, to the weft of it as far as the French rock, and a 
greater {pace to the eaft, is a plain moftly laid out in rice fields,which, 
throughout India, are divided into areas of no great. extent; each en- 
clofed by a feparate bank, and kept overflowed with water until a fort~ 
night before the harveft is cut down, until which time they remain, as 
thefe now were, a heavy {wamp of mud. The French, fuppofing all. 
this part of the country impaflable to a body of troops, had not thought: 
í rk 
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it neceflary to ftation a watch cither at Elimiferum, or on the bank 
of the Caveri; and the information which Calliaud had obtained of this 
neglect fuggefted the advantage he was now taking of it. The troops 
entered the rice-fields at 10 o'clock, the Europeans marching firft ; 
the Sepoys were obferved by the Englith ferjeants of their com- 
panies, and their own Subadars or captains were men of duty: but 
no difcipline could be exerted, where the fuccefs intirely depended 
on filence and darknefs ; and the {pirit of the foldier himfelf deter- 
mined, whether he fhould give out, or perfevere in gaining his toil- 

Jome way, after fo much fatigue already endured. “At 2 in the 
morning two companies of Sepoys were fent off, with orders to pufh 
for the town between the French and Sugar-loaf rocks ; left the enemy 
fhould be led to fufpicions of the real march, if no alarm were given 
to any part of their line: but, contrary to expectation, thefe Sepoys 
paffed clofe under the French rock without being challenged by a 
fingle centinel; for all the troops ftationed hereabouts had been 
drawn to the main body, guarding the ground to the fouth, indicated 
by their fpies. At 4 in the morning, the two companies arrived at 
the Madura, or fouthern gate of the town, where they were imme- 


_ diately recognized and admitted. It was near the dawn of day be- 


fore the main body with Calliaud reached Chuckleyapollam ‘on the 
bank of the Caveri, having employed near feven hours in wading 
through the rice-fields, although the diftance was only feyen 
miles. Two more ftill remained; but the fight of the city infpired 
the whole line with new alacrity : and their commander, who from 
the multiplicity of his attentions had endured more fatigue than any 
of them, now marched at their head, fupported. by two grenadiers. 
Captain Smith, apprized, drew out half his garrifon, with two 
field-pieces, ready in cafe of need to protect them. Every man 
was received with open arms; the meal and every refrefhment was 
ready for the welcome and exhaufted guefts; and with the rifing 
fan, a difcharge of twenty-one pieces of cannon announced their ex- 
“ultation, with the news, to the French troops on the plain. Ona 
review it was found, that 300 of the Sepoys had dropped behind, 
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but of the Englith, only two or three had failed. Mr. D’autueil 
could fearcely credit what it was intended he fhould underftand by 
the report of the cannon ; but was foon convinced by fome pri- 
foners picked up by his huffars. The very fame evening he re- 
crofied the Caveri with his whole army, into the Hland of Se- 
ringham, and the next day pating the Coleroon, proceeded towards 
Pondicherry. ’ ; 

Intelligence of the French ` army marching from Arielore to 
Tritchinopoly, was brought to Madrafs: on the r5th of May, juft 
after the prefidency had heard of the repulfe of their own troops 
in the affaults of Nelore and Madura. - Howfoever averfe the prefi- 
dency had hitherto been to encounter the. F rench troops, until they 
knew what reinforcements they might expect from Bengal and 
Europe; the importance of Tritchinopoly, and conviction of the 
danger to which it was expofed, now fuperfeded this reluctance = 
and they refolved to enter the French territories, as the moft probable 
means of drawing their army back; or even to follow it to Tritchi- 
nopoly ; but as the troops from Nelore were not yet arrived, thofe 
in Madrafs, waiting for them, did not take the field until fie 26th 
of May, when 300 men, being the whole of Adlercron’s regiment, 
and 30 of the king’s artillery, four field-pieces, and 500 Sepoys, 
anche under the command of Colonel Adlercron himfelf: but 
by various delays arifing from attention to the modes of warfare 
in Europe, they: did not reach Chinglapet until the 31ft, although 
the diftance was only 3 30 miles: Captain Polier joined them here 
from the garrifon, with his own company of 100 Swifs, and 300 
Sepoys: but two days after came the welcome news that Tritchi- 
nopoly was relieved. 5. 

W hilft the enemy was approaching, Enfign Banaue) who com- 
manded in Carangoly, marched from thence with 300 Sepoys, and 
took the fort of Outramalore by efcalade, in which Ti left 40 of his 
Sepoys; but two days after, the fugitive garrifon,” which likewife 

confifted only of Sepoyvs, returned, with: 500 more, fent by the 
Kellidar of Wandiwafh ; on whofe appearance, the Englith Sepoys 
evacuated the fort. ‘This declaration in favour of T French de- 

VoL. Il. BER termined 
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termined the prefidency of Madrafs, as the army was abroad, to 
employ i it in the attack of Vandiwafh. But, waiting for the troops 
from Nelore, and the Nabob’s from Arcot, Col. Adlercron ftill ad- 
vanced flowly. On his approach, thé garrifon in Outramalore retreated 
to Vandiwafh, where the army arrived on the sth of Juneat night 5 
and early the next morning attacked the Pettah, which they car- 
ried, after a flight refiftance from 300 Facies whom they 
purfued Owa the fort, until obliged to retreat by the fire 
from the walls; nor could they remain in the pettah itfelf, be- 
caule the principal {treets led ftreight to the fort, and were in- 
fladed, by one or other of ‘the towers. However, the fuccefs 
coft no lives; although ro Europeans’ were’ wounded. By this 
time, the French troops, as much alarmed by the motions of 
the Englith, as the Englifh had lately been by theirs, were return- 
ing faft from Tritchinopoly ; fome were already arrived at Pondi- 
cherry, others had halted at T'rivadi, others were advanced to 
Gingee ; all preparing to march to the relief of Vandiwath: on the 
other hand, neither the battering cannon, no; any of the reinforce- 
ments, had joined the Englifh camp; and’ there was no probabi- 
lity of making any impreffion on the fort before fome of the French 
troops would arrive to its fuccour; on which Col. Adlercron re- 
folved to quit the Le, but fet fire to the pettah before he 
retired; and on the 11th, the army arrived at Outramalore.. 

By this time the prefidency, {treightened in their treafury,. were 
tired of the expence of a campaign which had produced fo little ef- 
fet; and their prefent propenfity: to caution, as well as parfimony, 
was increafed by unexpected intelligence, that the French had feized 
the company’s factories at Madapollam, Bandermalanka, and Ingeram, 
which are fituated near the fea on different branches of the river 
Godaveri, in the province of Rajahmundrum.. To.thefe lofles were 
added apprehenfions arifing from various reports, that Mr. Buffy in- 
tended to attack the more important faétoty of Vizagapatam. 

In this cloudy hour the prefidency injudicioufly ordered Adler- 


‘eron to return immediately with the army to. Madrafs, although a: 


part of the French troops were arrived and encamped under the. 


4 ie walls. 
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walls of Vandiwath. They were commanded by Saubinet, an of- 
ficer of enterprize, who no fooner faw the Englith army retreating 
from Outramalore, than he advanced and took pofleflion of this 
place; and, as foon as he heard that they had repafled Ching- 
lapett in ‘their way to Madrafs, detached early in the morning 
of the r5th, 
pieces, to. retaliate on Conjeveram the fire which they had fet 
to Vandiwath. Conjeveram is the largeft open town in the Car- 
natic, and the moft populous ; ; befides the refart it attracts by the 
great quantities of grain produced in the vaft plain that furrounds it, 
itis full more frequented: from the reputation ‘of its pagoda, and of 
the college of Bramins,. who poffefs it, and are acknowledged the 
fupreme council of the Indian religion in Coromandel: both the 
Englith and French had, during the late wars, kept troops in the 
Se ; but its {pace and proper, attentions had ftill preferved the 
priefts and the holy places from contamination or pollution. There 
were at this time in the pagoda two companies of Sepoys, under 
the command of Serjeant Lambertfon. The French troops arrived at 
noon, and, contrary to their expectation, were affailed by the fire 
of mufketry, concealed on each fide of the ftreet, which obliged 
them to beat up the houfes as the line advanced; and the Englith 
Sepoys, who knew their ground, continually efcaped from ‘one 
fhelter to another, renewing their fire, until they retreated into the 
pagoda. ‘The enemy, exafperated, then advanced againft the gate- 
way, where the ferjeant was ready to receive them again, placing 
his Sepoys, fome on fcaffolding along the walls, and others amongft 
the open mafonry of the RIT which compofe the vaft tower over 


the gate-way. The two field-pieces were of little fervice to diflodge 
them from fuch defences, and the ferjeant had obftruéted the porch 


with large trees, laid with their branches outwards. On this refiftance, 
Saubiner thought it prudent not to perfift, for his time was limited, 

and eight of his Europeans were killed, more wounded, and of the 
Sepoys in proportion. They therefore marched to a diftant quarter 


' of the town, from whence detachments were {fent to colleét what- 


foever. plunder could be conveniently carried: away, 


Ff2 


- In- the evening 


they 
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. they fet fite to the town: at midnight they marched away, and the 
Tag next day arrived at Outramalore. a titi HURE: 
=o The terror {pread by this ineurfion was of much more detriment 
than the'mifchief done at Conjeveram ; for all the inhabitants of the 
open and fertile country along the Paliar, abandoned their labours. 
and occupations, and the renters as ufual amplified the lofles they 
were likely to fuftain inthe colleGtion of the revenues. The prefi- 
dency of Madrafs, fenfible and vexed at their error, immediately 
ordered the army to march back, and re-crofs the Paliar. Col. 
Lawrence, although he had refolved from the time he was fuper- 2 
feded by Colonel Adlercron, never to a& under his command, on | 
this occafion offered to join the camp as a volunteer; and Adlercori» 
E accepted the propofal with good will. The army marched from 
_the Mount on the roth. The French, on their approach, retired. 
from Outramalore to YVandiwafh, and intrenched. ftrongly: within: 
= > halfa mile of the eaftern fide of the fort, fummoning reinforce- 
ments from all their garrifons in the rear. The Englith, likewife wait- 
ing for detachments and the Nabob’s cavalry from Arcot, did not ad- 
vance to Outramalore until the 29th, when an uncommon ficknefg 
broke out in the camp ; men being fuddenly feized, and dying in 12 
Jay. hours, and as many died as recovered. The mortality continued 
four days, but the camp having moved om the fifth five miles 


1 
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the two armies, although different, was nearly equal : 
ch had 800 Europeans, of which 100: were hufflars, and 
ys; the Eng 790 Europeans, 2000 Sepoys, but no 
cepting a few troopers, to ferye as fcouts. On the 16th, 
abob’s horfe arrived from Arcot; and the next morning 
_with five companies of Sepoys, advanced towards the 
owed by the picquet of 100 Europeans, with a 
the fame time the whole line drew out, ready to 
if the enemy would give the eee 
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but they recalled their advanced pofts into their intrenchments, and 
only fent out their huffars, who, as before, ventured nothing. 
This trial convinced Col. Lawrence that nothing but the certainty 
of advantage could bring them to aétion; and enough being done: 
to convince the country that the former retreat had not been in 
confequence of fear, he thought it beft to put an end to the expence of 
the campaign. The army marched away on the 26th, and the enemy 
made no motion to harrafs them. On the 28th, they arrived at 
Conjeveram, where 500 Europeans; with rsoo Sepoys, remained 
in cantonments, under the command of Lieutenant-colonel Forde z 
the reft returned to the garrifons and ftations from whence they 
had been drawn. ‘Thus ended this campaign, in which the whole 
force that Madrafs and Pondicherry could bring into the field, re- 
mained 40 days within a few hours march of each other, and fepa- 
rated, without a man wounded on either fide. Neverthelefs, both 
were right, according to their different views and circumftances, im. 
refraining from action. $ 
The garrifon of Madura was fo much elated by the departure of 
Captain Calliaud with the beft of the troops, and by the caufe in the 
danger of Tritchinopoly, that the Jemautdars, who had made pro- 
pofals to him, would not continue any communication with Lieu- 
tenant Rumbold and Mahomed Ifloof; who ordered up fix of the 
¥2 companies of Sepoys from ‘Tinivelly and Palamacotah, and moved. 
the camp from the s. £. to the N.E. of the town on the other fide of 
the river Vigee, in order to cut off the communicado of the garri-- 
fon with the river, from which they drew their water, as all in the: 


tanks of the town and plain was putrid. 


The four fides of Madura front nearly to the four cardinal points... 
The river paffing from the N. w. wathes the walls at the N. E.. 


angle; the bed, unlefs immediately after heavy rains, lies in: 


dry flats of fand, on fome of which are buildings;. the channels. 
between are fhallow. The Englih camp extended on the nor-- 
thern fide of the river, oppofite the angle, and within point: 
blank of part of the walls on the eaft and north fides, for 
nothing was feared from the decayed artillery of the town.’ 
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~The gate-way of the north fide, from whence the garrifon got 
their water, was near the N. w. angle, and about ŝo yards 
from the river; on the fide of which, oppofite to the gate, they 
threw up a retrenchment, in which they kept a guard to pro- 
te& the water-carriers. Lieutenant Rumbold, with the Europeans, 
; pafled the river under cover of a field piece, and having diflodged 
a the guard from the poft on the other fide, kept pofleffion, {trength- 
rs ened it with better retrenchments, and ftationed two companies of 
Sepoys to maintain it. This immediately obliged the enemy to 
- open another gate, it was that to the fouth, and to get their water A 
from the tanks within and without the town, which foon threw 
many of them into fluxes. 
Rumbold and Mahomed Iffoof remained three or four days without 
doing any thing more, hoping to put the enemy off their guard, and 
then, taking a night when the wind blew very ftrong, advanced 
with a large party of Sepoys, carrying bundles of ftraw mixed with 
more effeftual combuftibles, which they piled and fet fire to againft . 
the outward doors of the gateway ; which were foon confumed, and 
~ the party fuffered very little, being concealed by the thicknefs of 
the {moke, and {till more protected by the indifference of the garri- 
fon, who knew their own fecurity; for, when advanced with a 
petard through the windings of the gateway to the fecond door, 
which opened immediately into the city, the troops, to their great 
furprize, found the front of it bricked up with a ftrong wall; upon 
which they vores without delay. By this time, the Sepoys from 
Tinivelly were advancing; and Captain Calliaud, being convinced that 
the French army were not likely to return again to Tritchinopoly, had 
detached a platoon of 30 Europeans, with 300 Sepoys, and an 18 
pounder, which were likewife on the road to Madura. The garrifon 
hearing of the approach of thefe reinforcements, refolved to make a Enn 
porous effort before their arrival. Intelligence was received of their ~ 
or and to be prepared againft it, the ground on each fide of 
was fluiced -by cutting the mound of a large tank at fome 
ear; and Mahomed Ifloof undertook to defend the 
a ee Le, gripis 3 poft l 
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poft on the other fide of the river with the ufual guard-of two com= 
panies of Sepoys, and the addition of a field-piece. On the oth of 
the month the enemy made the fally at noon day. They were 300 
Sepoys, 200 cavalry difmounted, and 200 more on their horfes.. 


The riders came round from the weft, and crofling the river, kept 
galloping on this fide the camp, but without venturing to pafs the 


{wamp; but the foot iffuing from the north gate, which they had 
unbricked, advanced ftreight forward to the watering poft. A fhot 


had {carcely been fired, before the two companies of Sepoys, either , 


from panic or fpite, for Mahomed Iffoof was a fevere commander, 


abandoned him, and difperfed, all but ten men, with whom he re- 


treated to a choultry,. on an ifland in the river, to which they were 
followed by part of the enemy, whilft the reft feized the gun. Lieu- 
tenant Rumbold on the danger advanced with the company of Cof- 
fres, and one of Sepoys, leaving the four other companies, and the 
field-pieces for the defence of the camp. He made his way good 
to the Choultry, where he found the fmall party of defenders 
reduced to their laft cartridge, having killed more than their own 
number of the enemy, who retreated as foon as the reinforce- 
ment came up. On the 11th of June, arrived the detachment from 
Tritchinopoly ; when Rumbold mounted the eighteen pounder they 


had brought, on the recovered poft. It fired three days, until moft © 


of its ammunition was fpent, but without being able to make a 
practical breach ; and in, the mean time the enemy threw up a re- 
trenchment with a deep ditch before the breach, and ftrengthened 
the ditch with palifades;. fo that nothing could be done by af- 
fault without more force.. The prefidency had forefeen this; and 


-notwithftanding their other alarms, {till continued intent on the re=>- 


duétion of Madura, as the moft dangerous advantage of which the 
French were likely to get. pofleffion, if not immediately recovered ; 


of which fenfe’ nothing could be a greater proof than their infuffis `- 
cient efforts; for the attempt required a complete army. ‘They: 


therefore left it to the difcretion of Calliaud, to proceed again to 


the attack, with fuch a force as fhould not leave ‘Tritchinopoly 
‘expofed again to too much rifque. ‘Some days pafled in waiting the 
d retur n 
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“ee 50 Europeans, which had come from, 
and had been lately fent back to Fort St. David; and as foon as 
they- returned, he took the field with go Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 
-an eighteen-pounder, and 200 horfe fupplied by the king of 'Tan- 
jore: more than half the Europeans were French and Dutch de- 
ferters, chofen, that none but the Englifh foldiers might be left to 
guard the French prifoners in the city. The -renter Moodilee, na- 
turally timorous, and awed by the imperious temper of Mahomed 
Tffoof, had quitted the camp, and followed Calliaud when he 
marched to the relief of Tritchinopoly ; from whence he now again 
returned with him to Madura. The detachment fet out on the 
25th of June, and arrived on the 3d of July. The Sepoys called 
from Tinivelly had joined a few days before; but Mr. Rumbold 
had neverthelefs been obliged to reduce his operations to preventing 
the garrifon from getting water from the river, and provifions from 
the country. ! 

Calliaud, feeing the dexterity with which the enemy had'counter- 
acted the battery of Rumbold, refolved to ‘prevent them from op- 
pofing the fame obftacles to that which he intended to ere&t, by keep- 
3 ing them in ignorance of the part he fhould attack, until the firit 

i. -~ fhot was fired. The gabions, fafcines, and platforms, were pre- 
pared in the camp; and as foon as all were ready, the troops al- 

lotted marched on the gth at night to the watercourfe which runs 
to the weft of the city, and raifed the battery againft the curtain 

between the gateway and the tower which had been attempted by 

efcalade of the 1ft of May. It mounted two eighteen-pounders, 

with four field-pieces, was finifhed before the morning, and at day- 

break began to fire. The parapet of the faufle-bray was foon beaten 

down, and the inward wall, although ftrong, was by noon fhaken fo 


enemy no móre time to prepare farther defences, Cal- 
pi : is, laud 
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liaud refolved to ftorm immediately. Of the Europeans, only the . 
artillery-men were left at the battery: all the battalion-men, who 
were 120, marched, followed by the company of Coffrees, atta they 
by 400 Sepoys. Calliaud led the Europeans, and Mahomed Iffooff 


the Sepoys. The garrifon had difciplined 300 of their matchlock- — 


men as Sepoys; who, although much inferior to thefe troops, 
were improved far beyond their former ftate; thefe were pofted on 
the weftern gate-way, which, projeéting beyond the faufle-bray 
into the ditch, flanked the tower attacked;-and a multitude were 
crouded on the ramparts behind and on each fide of the breach. 
The troops, although galled, advanced refolutely through the ditch 
and fauffe-bray, and four of the moft ative ferambled up the 
breach to the rampart, but were immediately tumbled down dead, 
or mortally wounded. This repreffed the ardour of thofe who were 
following: an officer threw out imprudent words, and the infirmity 
vifibly caught the whole line, notwithftanding the exhortations and 
activity of Calliaud, who was in the faufle-bray direéting the affault. 
Whofoever mounted afterwards came down without getting to the 
top, pretending the impoffibility, although the danger was as great 
in the fauffe-bray below; for, befides the fhower of other annoy- 
ances, the enemy had prepared bags and pipkins filled with meer 
powder, to which they fet fire as they tofled them down on the 
heads of the aflailants, and the fcorch of the explofion was in- 
evitable and intolerable. Neverthelefs, Calliaud continued the af- 
fault half an hour; when finding that no command was any longer 
obeyed, and that much lots had been fuftained, he ordered the re- 
treat. Four of the braveft ferjeants were killed, and as many 
wounded, and 20 other Europeans were either killed or defperately 
wounded ; -of the Coffrees 10; of the Sepoys roo were difabled, 
but few of this body were killed, and fewer died rane os their 
wounds. : ; 
The prefidency received intelligence of this repulfe on ake’ 25th, 


and on the fame day two Peons, pepe from Vizagapatam, brought 
news, that Mr. Bufly had taken that fettlement, in which were. 


150 European foldiers. ‘Thefe evils were aggravated by the circum- 
. VoL. Il. ~ Gg RRES 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 
r] L 
PAA N or 


1757- 
wee 


225 


July. 


; BOOT 


if 1 


‘Tue War or CoroMANDEL. Book VIIL 


ftances of the times: for there is no country 1n which the flighteft 
fucceffes and mifchances of war weigh fo much in the opinions both 
of friends and enemies, as in Indoftan, and a large body of Mor- 
ratoes had encamped a few days before on the weftern frontiers 
of the Carnatic, threatening the Nabob’to enter and ravage the pro- 
vince, if their demands were not complied with. 

The Nana Balagerow, after his return from Sanore, in the laft 
year, remained at Poni, in appearance attentive only to the affairs 
of Delhi, and the northern countries of Indoftan, to which he de- 
tached a very large force in October ; but when he faw Salabadjing 
and Mr. Bufly proceeding with their refpeétive armies, the one to 
Aurengabad, the other to the ceded provinces, he took the field 
himfelf with 60,000 horfe, and proceeded to the Southward, paffed 
the Kriftna, and having purified his army in the ftreams of the 
Beamraw, a facred river in Viziapore, they fet off from hence in 
February, the middle of February, and marched rapidly towards Myfore, 

carrying terror and deftru€tion wherever they came. Moft of the 
forts on the way furrendered on the firt fummons, and fuch as 
held.out, were invefted, or at leaft watched by detachments, whilft 
the main body purfued its courfe without interruption to the capital 
Seringapatam. It was fome apprehenfions of this invafion, which had 
recalled the General, Hyderally, from Dindigul in the beginning of 
the year ; who neverthelefs was not {ufficiently prepared to refift the 
invafion and the Delaway or Regent, being much frightened, 
they negociated, and agreed to pay Balagerow two millions of rupees.. 
ril.. The terms were concluded in the middle of April, and Balagerow, 
Em ‘en his return to the northern divifion of Myfore, continued to- 
reduce the forts he had left in his rear; although many of them 
were, at this time, in the dependance of this kingdom.. The- 
principal of thefe, and indeed the ftrongeft in the whole country, 
is Serah, which is likewife called Sirpi. It is fituated on.a great- 
i » 120 miles north of Seringapatam ; the Governor refifted 
ung, but the bribes and batteries of the Morratoe in- 
weeks to furrender. The rainy feafon was now ` 
eae: Kriftna overflows, and. becomes impaflable;: 
rele 3 oe sag 
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and it was a maxim with Balagerow, never to remain to the fouth- 
ward, with that obftacle between himfelf and his capital. He 
accordingly marched away from Sirpi, with the greateft part of 
his army, 45,000 men, but left 15,000 horfe, as many foot, and 
a large train of artillery, under the command of a general named 
Balaventrow, to execute the other purpofes of the campaign, who, 
after receiving the fubmiflions and fines of a variety of petty Poly- 
gars under the fubje€tion of Sirpi, proceeded 40 miles to the s.s.z. 
and encamped between two forts called the greater and lefler 


Balabarum, of which the greater refufed to make any fubmiffion, 


but the kellidar of the other paid 50,000 rupees. From hence 
they proceeded 20 miles farther eaft, and, after a fiege of 10 days, 
took Oufcotah. This fort, although far diftant from the territory 
of Cudapah, belonged to the Nabob of that province. Proceed- 
ing, they fummoned the fort of Colar, fituated 20 miles beyond 
Oufcotah, and being refufed, left it in their rear, and fat down 
before Mulliavaukel, twenty miles farther on. This fort ftands on 
the higheft rock of a large mountain, and is impregnable by 
open force. Balaventrow therefore tried money, which in four 
days gained the place. “They were now within 30 miles of the 
great range of mountains which bound the Carnatic to the Weft; 
andon the 27th of June encamped before the fort of Cudapanatam, 
fixty miles n. by w. from the city of Arcot, and commanding the 
entrance of one of the paffes into the Carnatic. Balaventrow, 


whilft preparing to attack the fort of Cudanapatam, fent forward 


letters from Balajerow, with his own, to. the Nabob, and the prefi- 
dency. During the expedition to Seringapatam, Balajerow had like- 
wife written feveral to the prefidency, in which he complained, that 
the government of Bombay had given him no fhare of the plun- 
der of Gheria; and held out his intentions of vifiting the Carnatic on- 
his return from Myfore, in order to“fettle, as he faid, the affairs 
of the province; but thefe were deemed expreflions merely defigned 
to intimidate, infomuch that the prefidency, in anfwer, invited him 


to come and aflift them in expeHing the French, as the only e 
means of reftoring tranquillity to the country. ‘They were there- 


fore not a little furprized to find in the letters now received from 
Gg2 à Balajeraw 
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Balajerow and his agent, to themfelves, and in ftronger terms tò 
the Nabob, a peremptory demand of the Chout or tribute due to the. 
king of the Morratoes from the Nabobfhip of Arcot, which 
Balajerow afferted had been fettled by Nizamalmuluck at fix 
hundred thoufand rupees a year, four for the Carnatic, and two. 
for Tritchinopoly and the fouthern countries. but that he had re- 
ceived nothing for fix years, that is, fince the death of the Nabob- 
Anwarodean Khan: the fum he required was four millions of 
rupees. 

The city of Arcot was ftruck with confternation by the arrival 
of the Morratoes at Cudanapatam, and the Nabob himfelf appre- 
hended the incurfion of fome of their parties even into the town, 
on which the prefidency invited and advifed him to fend the 
women and children of his family to Madrafs; but his. mother,. the 
widow of -Anaverdi, having fome prejudice againft the air of the fea 
coaft, chofe to remain at Arcot; the reft arrived on the roth of 
July, paffing without danger, as. the Englifh army were then 
before Vandiwafh. In the mean time a correfpondence by letters 
HE: and agents was carrying on between the Nabob and Balaventrow. 

@udapanatam, after. a breach, furrendered on the rth of July; 

when a ftrong detachment of Morratoes- immediately came through 

the pafs and invefted Ambore, from which they levied a contri- 

bution, and their parties {cowered’the valley of Vaniambaddy, quite 

up to the gates of Velore: but Balaventrow himfelf, with the main 

body, remained at Cudapatnam, and fent an officer of diftinétion and 

ia great prudence named Armetrow, to negotiate with the Nabob : he 
arrived at Arcot on the 20th :he demanded 400,000 rupees-as arrears 
from the Nabobfhip in general, with the referve of collecting from the. 
forts and Polygars of the Carnatic in proportion. After much dif- 
euffion, he confented to take 200,000 in ready money from the 
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rms, confidering all circumftances, were moderate ; and the 
inking that the prefidency would. be as well fatisfied with 


ed to the Company for the expences of the war. 
ideney wifhed to annul a claim, which if admitted under 
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their fanétion, might never be relinquifhed. They had, however, 
no alternative but to pay or fight; and no contemptible means of 
refiftance were tendered to them at this very time. The Morratoe 
Morarirow, in confequence of his fubmiffions to Balajerow in the 
preceding year at Sanore, had joined and accompanied him with 6000 
horfe in the expedition to Seringapatam. They parted after the re- 
duction of Sirpi, and Morarirow returned to his own country with-. 
out having got any thing by the campaign, not even the pay of his 
troops, which Balajerow regarded as military vaflals to the Morratoe 
fovereignty. The Nabob of Cudapah had been fummoned to pay the 
chout, and had refufed ; on which Balaventrow had taken Oufcotah, - 
and the Nabob armed. The neighbouring Nabobs of Sanore, Canoul, 
and Condanore, all, as well as Cudapah, Pitans, took the alarm, and 
Morarirow, whofe territory is contiguous to theirs, pretending to fear 


as much as-they, propofed that all together fhould make an alliance 


with the Englifh, the Nabob of Arcot, and the Myforeans, not only 

to oppofe Balaventrow at prefent, but to prevent. the invafions of Ba-- 
lajerow to the fouth of the Kriftna in future. All confented, and Mo-- 
rarirow, taking the lead, made the propofal to the Nabob and.the pre- 

fidency in the moft explicit terms 5. Cudapah did fo likewife; and both 
profered to march immediately and give battle to Balaventrow at Cu- 
dapanatam, if the Englifh troops would join them there. The prefi- 
dency could {pare no troops, and was as much afraid of them, as of 


the Morratoes, entering the province ; and in this dilemma refolved, if 


poffible, to procraflinate with Armetrow until the arrival of Bios 
or intelligence from Europe, fhould give fome certainty to their 


conduét; and invited him to come to Madrafs, who, on the offer: 


of the Nabob to accompany him, confented: they .arrived'on the- 
8th of Auguft; and the next day conferred with the governor, who : 


reprefented the merit of the Englifh. nation in: preferving the 
arnatic from the dominion of the French, from whom: the: Mor-- 


ratoes would never have received any tribute,. fince they had paid 


none for the northern provinces; in the reduction of which he pro- 


ferred to join Balaventrow with a body of Englifh troops.. But both: 
thefe arguments admitted the. claim 5. and Armetrow. perceiving the- 


evafion, . 
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evation, demanded a pofitive anfwer. The next day arrived a veffet 
from Bombay, difpatched with letters from England, which had 
been fent over the defart` of Arabia, and were dated.the sth of Ja- 
nuary 5 ; they gave intelligence, that four fhips of the line, with a 
` fiie under the command of Admiral Stevens, were failed for 
India. This news produced no change in the temper of Armetrow, 
whom the utmoft entreaties of the Nabob could hardly prevail on 
not to depart that evening. A confultation was held in the morn- 
ing, when it was finally deemed expedient to pay the money ; but 
on condition that 3000 horfe fhould immediately join the Englith 
' troops at Conjeveram, and proceed with them to attack the French 
a army, which ftill remained at Vandiwafh. A fecond conference 
pafied, in which Armetrow was as before inflexible, afferted the 
chout as a right, would receive nothing with any condition; when 
the money was paid, he was ready to treat for the loan of a body 
of horfe. Various meflages and explanations, however, detained 
him until the 14th, when in the middle of the night he ordered his 
retinue, 300 Morratoes, to be in readinefs to Teno in the morning : 
on piven the prefidency refolved to pay the money without referve ; 
and he ftaid two days more to receive it, part in coin, and part in 
bills on the fhroffs. During the embafly, Balaventrow went with 
3000 horfe from his camp at Cudapanatam to the pagoda of Tripetti, 
which ftands 120 miles N. £. of that place; they paffed through 
the ftreights of Damalcherry, and when arrived within ten 
miles, he, at the requeft of the renter who farmed the offerings, 
halted his troops ; and, proceeding himfelf with a few attendants, 
paid his devotions with much reverence one day on the top of the 
mountain, and the next, in the tetnples below. During the march 
and return of this pilgrimage, he reftrained all the troops which 
accompanied him from committing any violences in the country 


time rá aging the fkirts of | the province of Cudapah. 
e other advices from England came orders for T oE 
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the war-office, moft of the common men inlifted in the Company’s. 
troops; and there being no conveyance ready to carry away the reft, 
no alteration enfued in the ftrength of the army. 
The French army at Vandiwath, as foon as the Englifh cantoned: 
themfelves in Conjeveram, employed their Sepoys and horfe to 
ravage the country. A detachment immediately took pofleffion of 
Outramalore, and from thence plundered the diftri&ts of Salawauk = 
a much larger, with two field-pieces, marched into the diftriéts of 
Chittapett, where they were furprized and beaten by 200 Sepoys and. 
500 horfe from the fort. This routed body being reinforced; divided. 
into two, one of which plundered as. far as Timery within five miles. 
of Arcot, and the other to Cavantandalum within fix of Conjeveram ; 
but thefe incurfions were fo fudden and tranfitory, that no motions: 
were made by the troops there to repell them. However, 100- 
Sepoys were fent from the fort of Arcot, to affift Chittapet, who. 
were attacked and made their way through a ftronger party of the 
enemy’s. The month of Auguft paffed in thefe alarms, which were 
then fucceeded by one of more confequence. Of the three feafts- 
which are annually celebrated at Tripetti, that which falls in the 
beginning of September is held in much higher devotion than either 
of the other two, and more money is colleéted in proportion, fince 
the number of pilgrims is much greater. In the beginning of June. 
Nazeabulla, the rebel governor of Nelore, returned from Mafuli-. 
patam, accompanied by eighty French foldiers. He, however, re-: 
mained quiet until the Nabob’s troops under the command of Ab- 
dulwahab, had marched away to Arcot, and thofe of the two Poly-. 


gars, Damerla Venkytapah and Bangar Yatcham,,. had..withdrawn to 
He them took the field, but confined his operations. 


their homes. 
to incurfions into the -opener country of the Polygars, until the 


middle of Auguft, when he marched fuddenly with his whole — 
force, and fat down before the fort of Cadawah, fituated. within: 


twelve miles of Tripetti, and belonging ito the Naboeb.. This mo-. 
tion: deft no doubt of his intention to collect the revenue of the 


approaching feaft, which had for fome years been affigned to: 
the. company.. On. the firft advices of the danger, the prefidency 


ordered? - 


L 
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“ordered a detachment of roo Europeans, with two field-pieces, their 
artillery-men, and 300 Sepoys, to march with all expedition from 
Conjeveram, under the command of Captain Polier ; and at the 
fame time ordered the two Polygars to aé in concert with this de- 
i penents. tachment, which fet out on the firft of September. 

On the 6th, four of the Company’s fhips from England anchored 

in the road of Madrafs. It was fome time that the Triton, a 
frigate of twenty guns, belonging to the {quadron, and the Re- 
venge, of the fame rate, belonging to the Company, and com- 
manded by commodore James, had been ftationed to cruize off Pon- 
dicherry, in order to intercept any of the enemy’s veflels, or give the 
intelligence of the coaft to all the Englith fhips they might meet; 
and they were likewife inftructed to take out of the firft from England 
the recruits they might bring; which were to be immediately 
landed at Fort St. David, as the fafeft and moft expeditious means 
of reftoring to that garrifon the men which had. lately been taken 
from it to ferve in the expedition to Madura, and in the campaign 
of Wandiwafh. The cruizers difcovered the four Indiamen between 
Pondicherry and Fort St. David, joined them off of Alamparvah, and 
took on board all the recruits, which were 200; but having fallen 
30 miles to leeward, it was the 7th at ro at night before they an- 
.chored again in the road of Fort St. David. At the dawn of day they 
-difcovered 11 fhips at anchor, extending from the eaft to the fouth, 
and none at more than three miles diftance. The cruizers imme- 
diately got under weigh, and were foon convinced, that the ftrangers, 
although they fhewed Engiith colours, were esl fhips: Never- 
thelefs, Commodore James refolved to difembark the recruits in the 
_ Revenge, fending as many as the three boats of the fhip could carry 
` to the outfide of the furf, where they were received and landed by the 
mafioolas of the fhore, which always begin to ply at day-break. The 
boats: returning, took the reft of the recruits, but before they could 
eac the thip again, the foremoft of the enemy’s {quadron were 
iton not failing fo well as the Revenge, and being 
“reftrictions of fervice, had not ventured the delay of 
recruits s the nad taken on board, but had advanced on her 
3 way, 


1, that it was neceffary to fly, and leave the boats to the. 
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way, although flowly, waiting for her comrade, which foon joined 1757- 
hér, when both, under fuch a cloud of fail as amazed tHe enemy, Pt 
{tood before them ; but were neverthelefs fo preffed by two of their eo 
prime failers, which kept without, that they were obliged to fail 
through the road of Pondicherry itfelf; where a fhip of force was 
riding, which, inftead of cutting her cable, and beginning an en- 
gagment, fuffered the cruizers to pafs, whilft fhe was weighing her- | 
anchor at the capftone to purfue them. As foon as they were be- 
yond Pondicherry, the enemy, afraid of falling to leeward of their 
port, ceafed the chafe, and anchored in the road. The cruizers then 
hailed, and agreed, that the Revenge fhould proceed immediately 
with the intelligence to Bengal, and the Triton to Madrafs, where 
fhe anchored early the next morning. 

The council was immediately fummoned, and their determinations 
were foon taken. All the fcribes in the fettlement were not adequate 
to the orders and advices which it became immediately neceflary to 
ifue. The main body of the army at Conjeveram was ordered to 
come into Madrafs, the detachment -with Polier recalled from Tri- 
petti: Calliaud with the Europeans to return from Madura, whether 
taken or not, to Tritchinopoly ; if taken, to bring away likewife . 
Mahomed Iffoof, with 1000 Sepoys. Inftructions were fent to the ZE: 
Englith garrifons in Carangoly, Chinglapett, and Arcot ; and intelli- ; 
gence of the danger to every other fort in the country fubject to, or 
in the interefts of, the Nabob : advices to the prefidency of Bengal, 
and the {quadron there; to Bombay and all the faétories on the Malabar 
coaft. A veflel was difpatched to cruize off Ceylon, with intelligence © 
for the fhips daily expe€ted from England. Another was fent to anchor 
off Cobelong, 20 miles to the fouth of Madrafs, in order to make 
fignals on the firft appearance of the French fquadron now at Pon- 


dicherry. | 
‘The council at Fort St. David, not obferving, or not difcerning, 

the motions of the cruizers, fancied the fhips they faw arriving, 

were the men of war expeéted from England, with fome of the - 


company’s fhips under their convoy, and in this perfuafion fent one 
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of the e agents, in a maffoola to compliment the admiral, and to deliver 
va letter from the prefidency, in which, ‘ the admiral was re- 
Ees quefted to cruize off Ceylon, in order to encounter or. intercept 
“ the. enemy’ s, and to protect the Englith fhips expe&ted on, the 
‘$ coaft i in that track of navigation ; and: it was confidently fup- 


< arrive from Bengal, i in the other track, by, the middle of September, 
< when every fuccefs might be expected, froni the junction. of the 
-eeo {quadrons, and even Pondicherry.. itfelf brought:to; rifque.” 
The agent did not perceive the miftake until too near to efcape, but 
had time to conceal, as he thought, the letter between two planks 
of the feat: he was received on board. with civility, and with the 
mafloola carried to Pondicherry. 
Several anxious days paled in expectation that the French thips 
would bear down from thence, and {cour the road of Madra({s, 
where the lofs of the China fhips would have been of much evil 


even an imperfect.account could be obtained, what the French fhi ps 
were, what force they brought, and what their proceedings after 
their arrival; ; and it was long after, before. the motives of their con- 
duct at this time were difcovered. 


~ of 36, 30, and 22, and two of 16 guns, witha bomb-ketch ; in all 
12 veflels, moft of which failed from France.in the end of December, 

but being feparated by a gale « of wind, the laft did not arrive at Mau- 

“es ritius until the 25th of June. They brought from France the re- 
: giment of Lorrain, with 50 of the king’s artillery, the whole under 

he command of the Marquis de. Soupires, of the rank of marfhal 
de camp, which anfwers to that of major. general with us. They 
failed on the rft of July from Mauritius to the ifle of Bourbon, 
ie y hey took on board Mr. Bouvet,: who was appointed to con- 
; dg {quadron to India; he was governor of this ifland, and one 
pled navigators belonging to France. On the 1 sth, they 


dg in provifions, of which their own iflands were 
ia Dot 


ce pofed, that Mr. Watfon, with the fhips under his command, would; 


confequence to the Company’s commerce. - Several days more, before: 


The {quadron. confifted of. four {hips of. 60. guns, twoof 50, three: 


Point ‘i ‘on Madagafcar, where they remained the reft 


we 
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not able to furnith a fufficiency. From hence they failed on the 
rft of Auguft, and on the gth of September, the day after their ar- 
rival at Pondicherry, landed 983 men of Lorrain, of which 63 were 
fick, the 50 artillery-men, and 60 volunteers from Bourbon, with 
their equipages ; befides which had been embarked in the fhips, 20 
pieces of battering cannon, fome mortars, and a great number of 


bombs and balls. M. Soupires, who by his commiffion took the — 


direction and command of all military operations, fummoned a 
mixed council, of the military, the marine, and the civil govern- 
ment, in which he propofed that the fhips and troops fhould im- 
mediately inveft and blockade Fort St. David ; but the letter from the 
prefidency of Madrafs to the Englifh Admiral had been difcovered in 
the Maffoola, and raifed fuch a confternation in the French {quadron, 
by the apprehenfions of feeing every hour a force fuperior to their own, 
that Mr. Bouvet declared he haid done enough in landing the troops, 
and fhould fail immediately back to the iflands: no arguments could 
change his refolution, nor would he wait to difembark the artillery 
and heavy ammunition, becaufe they ferved as part of the ballaft in 
the different fhips, which it would require fifteen days to fhift and 
reinftate in a condition fit for failing. ‘Thus was much detriment 
prevented by the accident of difcovering the letter, which, at the 
time it happened, was deemed a great mifchance. 

The fudden departure of the French fhips diminifhed in fome 
degree the apprehenfions which had been raifed by their arrival. The 
army from Conjeveram was ordered to encamp on the plain neat 
Madrafs ; the detachment with Poliér, which had returned as far 


. as Tripaflour, to march back and protect the fealt at Tripetty, until. 


concluded : atid Calliaud was permitted to continue before Madura, 
if any chance remained of getting the place. 

This officer, very sittin Berore, fell dangeroufly ill immediately 
after the repulfé of the laft attack, and was obliged to retire to the 
neighbouring village of Trivalore, where he ERA until the 4th 

of Auguft, before his health was fafficiently reftored to endure the 
fatigues of the camp; however, this time was not entirely loft. “The 
greater and lefler Moravars, at his fMicitaion, fent their troops as far 
H h2 7 as 
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as Caret ready to a& on call. The Polygar Catabominague 
came himfelf with 1000 Colleries. Myanah, who was the fugitive 
` governor of Madura when Maphuze Khan came into the country, 
quitting the recefles of Nattam, and difclaiming all farther con- 
nexions with the rebels, came to the camp, with a large retinue, 
{ome troops, and, as a proof of his fincerity, brought his family :: 
by his influence the afliftance of moft of the Nattam colleries was- 
fecured. Nabey Cawn Catteck, the ancient colleague of Myana, kept 
himfelf concealed in the woods of Moravar, without making any 
efforts to. affift the garrifon ; and what perhaps was equal to any one 
` of thefe advantages, 50 Europeans, and a nine-inch MOS had ar-. 
rived at the camp from Tritchinopoly. | 
With the other defections, the Jemautdars in Madura. had reafon 
to doubt of the affiftance they expected from Maphuze Khan with 
the weftern Polygars of ‘Tinivelly, and from the Myforeans at 
Dindigul.. 
Five hundred horfe and a thoufand foot remained with Maphuze 
Khan at Nellitangaville, when: Berkatoolah left him and came- 
away to defend Madura, which Calliaud at the fame time was march-- 
ing to attack with the main body of the Englith troops from Tini-. 
velly. As {oon as-Calliaud was out of fight, Maphuze Khan and 
the Pulitaver took the field, and were joined by other Poylgars, which 
all together made up a camp of 10,000 men. ‘This army marched 
from Nellitangayille in the latter end of April, and advanced beyond 
Alvar Courchy within 15 miles of Tinivelly, but were deterred by 
the Sepoys left there from attempting the town ; nor did they im- ( 
mediately plunder or terrify the inhabitants af the open country, 
becaufe the harveft, from which they intended to colleé& money, 
would not be reaped until the middle of June ; however, they pub-. 
i lithed their mandates that all who were accountable to-the renter 
ilee fhould then become accountable to them. In the mean 
phuze Khan negotiated with the king of Travancore for 
wI vith the profer of Calacad and all the other diftri&ts to 
ng lad ever made any pretenfion, and more; but, left 
: , ney with his ufual uncertainty renewed his negoti- 
- ? ations 
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ations with the Englifh, and fent off an agent with letters to Cal- 
liaud, propofing to rent the country from them on the fecurity of 
fabftantial throffs.. Lieutenant Rumbold received thefe offers whilft 
Calliaud. was returned to the relief of Tritchinopoly, and, thinking. 
„them worth attention, fent a Jemautdar of Sepoys named Ramanaig, 
with an intelligent Moorman, to confer with Maphuze Khan in- 
his camp. They were accompanied by an efcort of 50 Sepoys; but: 
juft before their arrival, Maphuze Khan. had received information, 
that the fix companies of Sepoys, of the twelve left at Tinivelly and 
Palamcotah, were ordered to join the camp at Madura; which 
changed his fchemes, and inftead. of negotiating, he furrounded the 
two deputies and their efcort with his horfe, and threatened: to put 
them all to the fword, if they did not fend an order to the Sepoys. 
in garrifon at Palamcotah to deliver the fort to him. The deputies. 
with their efcort ftood to their arms, and faid, they would rather: 


die; but, juft as the fight was going to begin, one of Maphuze Khan’s. : 


Jemautdars,, named Ally Saheb, declared his deteftation of the. 
treachery, and joined the Sepoys with the horfe. of his command ; 
on which the reft recollected themfelves, and retired; but Ally 
Saheb, having ftill fome fufpicions for the fafety of the deputies and 
their efcort, marched with them,.to Palamcotah,. and delivered them. 
fafe into the fort.. Soon after the fix. companies. of Sepays began. 
their march from Tinivelly. to Madura, and the harvett began, on 
which the enemy’s-army entered the town,, where Maphuze Khan 
proclaimed his dominion, which his agents and dependants exercifed 
with much violence and injuftice. Even the: fhroffs, or bankers, did 
not efcape.; although the neceffity and neutrality of their. occupation 


proteéts their perfons and property throughout Indoftan from the vio- . 


lence either of the def{pot or the conqueror. The main body of his. 
army invefted. the fort of Palamcotah, which the Sepoys within. 
eafily defended, and with lofs to the enemy ; but there was danfer. 
from: f{earcity. of provifions 5; to: prevent which, Buffaponiague; the. 
commander of the Sepoys, follicited the affiftance of the Polygar. 
Catabominaigue, who ftipulated the ceflion of fome lands convenient. 
to his diftri€ts; which being promifed, he took the field with his. 

7 own, 
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own troops, and thofe of his dependant of Etiaporum. On their 
arrival the garrifon fallied, and in a flight fkirmifth obliged the 
; enemy to raile the fiege: after which, the two Polygars returned to: 
their homes, and Catabominaigue from his, came and joined the 
Enelith camp before Madura. Maphuze Khan continuing at Tini- 
velly, neither fent money or troops to the Jemautdars, but fuffered the 
incomes to be diffipated, notwithftanding Berkatoolah had continually 
reprefented to him, that the fearcity of provifions in Madura was 
daily increafing from the want of money to pay for them, and of 


= parties in the field to facilitate their importation. pe 
_ Berkatoolah was at the fame time equally difappointed of the ar- 
rival of the Myforeans, which had long been promifed from day to f 


day, and more lately with affurance that Hyderally himfelf was 
come to Dindigul to command them in perfon ; but, on more diligent 
enquiry, it was difcovered that Hyderally was ftill at Seringapatam, 
and that the troops at Dindigul did not exceed the ufual garrifon. 
Thus deferted, he refolved to treat with Calliaud, and profered to 
deliver the city, if the Englifh would pay the arrears due from 
Maphuze Khan to the. troops within; but made no ftipulation for 
thofe who had been their former comrades and were now either with 
Maphuze Khan, or any where elfe out of the town. The arrears he 
ftated at 1,600,000 rupees, but, on account of fums levied in the 
country, offered to abate 400,000: thefe propofals were figned by 
himfelf and four of the principal Jemautdars.’ Calliaud, after treat- 
ing them for fome time with contempt, propofed his own; which 
were, to pay 100,000 rupees for the arrears to the troops, 20,000 
as a prefent to Berkatoolah himfelf, 8000 to each of the four Je- 
mautdars who had figned with him, and 2000 to each of the-com- 
manders of the three companies of Sepoys; in all 150,000; Many 
days and meflages paffed in chattering concerning the money ; d uring: 
the Polygars kept their watches fo ftri&ly in the country 
that no provifions could be carried in, and. the inhabitants 
d to rice alone, and that without falt ; on which all, not 
military fervices, left the town, and were‘permitted to go 
efted. At the fame time the former battery was ftrength- 
- i ; ened, 
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ened, and enlarged, to the capacity of receiving all the artillery, 

Faea were.two cighteen-pounders, 10 field-pieces, and a’ nine-inch 
mortar. Every day the diftrefs increafed ; and in: the beginning of. 
September horfemen daily came over to the camp. On the 7th 
Calliaud informed Berkatoolah that his battery was ready, and would - 
open the next morning ; after which, no terms of compofition would 
be received.. The negotiator was a relation of Berkatoolah, whom 
Calliaud had. attached. by generofities, and Berkatoolah believed : 
his reprefentations in this decifive moment prevailed; and he re- 
turned.on the morning: of the 8th with the treaty fiened: the fum 
agreed was 170,000 rupees, 20,000 more than the firft offer; and at 
noon Calliaud with. the troops were received into the town. This- 
important acquifition was made on the very day that Mr. de Soupites 
with the French forces landed at Pondicherry: 

. The prefidency received the news on the 16th. It was the only: 
advantage which had been gained during the lofles and dif 
treffes to which the company’s affairs in Coromandel had been ex- 
pofed fince the departure of the armament to Bengal: it would have 
been deemed. of the higheft importance even in fortunate times ; and- 
at prefent was the more acceptable, becaufe fearcely within ex- 
pectation ; for, had.the furrender been protraéted until the arrival of . 
the French {quadron had been known to the garrifon, little chance: 
would have remained of gaining the place; which continuing in the 
pofleffion. of enemies .confederated with the French, would have: 
greatly influenced many fubfequent events, by means which were: 
now entirely precluded, 

In the mean time the French.at Pondicherry were holding Sones $ 
what to do with their new force. It having been determined not to 
attack. Fort St. David; from ara of the Englifh fqua-. 
dron,. Tritchinopoly would probably-have been the object, if Mr.. 


‘Soupire had not been inftructed to refrain from any diftant enterprize, . 


which might impair the force under his command, -before the ar-~ 
rival of a greater which was: following: from France; when both 
united might attempt. any thing.. It was therefore refolved to: 

aut nE ack. 
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act in the country between Pondicherry and the Paliar, and to 
begin by the fiege of Chittapet. The French troops, which had 
taken the field before the arrival of the {quadron, were {till remain- 
ing in their camp at Vandiwath, and on the 21ft appeared in fight 
of Chittapet, where, on the 2 sth, they were joined by 300 of the 
regiment of Lorrain, anda train of artillery from Pondicherry. 
The advance of the French troops created no little confternation 
in the city of Arcot, and incidentally became the caufe of much 
confufion there. The Nabob had left the government of the city 
to his brother Abdulwahab, affifted by the councils of his mother, 


‘of Sampetrow, who had been the Duan or minifter of his father, 


and of Ebrar Cawn, the Buxey or general of the troops. Many of 
the cavalry levied for the expedition to Nelore, had lately quitted 
his fervice for want of pay ; fome had enlifted with the French at 
Vandiwafh, others with Mortizally at Velore. The defertion con- 


tinuing, one Dana Sing, a ftrageling Jemautdar, came in the be- 


ginning of September, and encamped near the fuburbs of Arcot with 
a hundred horfe, intending to increafe the number, by enlifting 
fuch as left the Nabob’s fervice, and then offer the whole to the beft 
bidder. Thefe practices are fo common in Indoftan, that a body of 
cavalry may encamp between two oppofite armies, and remain un- 
molefted by either, whilft undecided which to join; and Dana Sing, 
relying on the cuftoms he knew, profecuted his bufinefs without re- 
ferve, and even with the knowledge of the Englifh commandant in 
the fort, whom he fometimes vifited. But malicious perfons, who 


were in poffeffion of the confidence of the commandant, began to’ 


infinuate, that the former as well as the prefent defertions were the 
effeéts of collufion and treachery, between the troops and Abdul- 
wahab with the others to whom the Nabob had entrufted the go- 
vernment. Their artifices awakened his fufpicions, which began to 


fee the phantoms of plots and confpiracies, after which the flighteft — 


incidents became proofs to his credulity, and unluckily one hap- 
pened, which might have raifed miftruft in a more fagacious mind. 


The Nabob’s mother had in appanage the fort of Chitore, fituated 


_ in the mountains, about 20 miles from the pagoda of Tripetti, and 


governed 
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governed it with the adjacent domain, without the interference of 
any other authority. Being old and infirm, fhe was fo much fight- ç 
ened by the reports and approach of the French troops, that fhe 
packed up her -treafure and valuabie effects with fgme of Abdul- 
wahab’s, intending to fend them “to Chitore. The fame malice 
which had already prejudiced, eafily perfuaded the commandant, 
that both the mother and fon intended to make their efcape from 


the city, and take refuge with fome or other of the Nabob’s enemies. 
Every perfon and every circumftance were now fufpected of treafon ; 


a party of Sepoys feized Sampetrow, another the Jemautdar Dana 
Sing; and both were put into confinement. Ebrar Cawn was obliged 
to depart from the city, the very interpreter and thenews-writer of the 


Morattoes were likewife compelled to go. The firft carriages which _ 


were proceeding to Chitore, were likewife ftopped and brought to the 
fort, and with them feveral female attendants belonging to the Nabob’s 
mother, over whofe palace a ftrong regard was fet, to prevent her 
efcape ;.and all letters were intercepted. Abdulwahab, fufpeGting 
as much mifchief as he was fufpected of, went off with 40 horfemen 
in the night, it was the 24th of September, nor thought himfelf 
{afe until he reached Chitore ; the next day his houfe was fearched, 
and the moft valuable of his effe&ts, with all his papers, were feized. 
For three days and three nights all the Sepoys of the garrifon were 
marching and counter-marching, taking and changing pofts, as if the 
town had been invefted, and in danger of being forced by an army 
of 40,000 men; whereas, luckily, it was not neceflary to fire a 
fingle mufket : neverthelefs the commandant could not be perfuaded 
of this fecurity, and obliged the Nabob’s mother to quit the city on 


the 27th, under a ftrong guard from his garrifon, which efcorted her - 


to Covrepauk. The Prefidency heard thefe tidings with amaze- 
ment, and finding by the intercepted letters that no evil defigns had 
been intended by any of the agerieved, made candid apologies to all ; 


and immediately fent another officer to take the command of the 


fort. ‘The Nabob and his mother were convinced and appeafed ; 
but Abdulwahab, either from pride, or fome ass of obtaining an 
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independant eftablifhment, would not return from Chitore, but levied 


- troops, and correfponded with the Morattoes. 


On the firft of O&ober, Mr. Soupire encamped the reft of the Lor- 

rain regiment at Valdoor, as a body of obfervation ready either to inter- 
cept any fuccours which might-be {ent from Fort St. David, or to 
march to the Paliar, if the main body of the Englifh force at Madrats 
fhould take the field to interrupt the fiege of Chittapet. The kellidar, 
on the firft motion of the French troops, {faw his danger, and afked in 
prefling, but manly terms, the affiftance of the prefidency. It was 
then almoft too late, for the Englifh had no force at hand, fuffi- 
cient to make their way through the firft divifion which had fet 
down before his fort; neverthelefs ftratagem and aétivity might have 
conducted fome. Unfortunately the Nabob Mahomedally bore a 
deep grudge againft the kellidar, for offences which power rarely 
pardons. He had received his appointment from Murzafajing, 
which had been confirmed by Nazirjing, and by his fucceffor, the pre- 
fent Subah, on the conditions of the ancient governors of forts in 
Indoftan, appointed by the Mogul to reftrain inftead of ftrengthen- 
ing the hands of the Nabob, againft whom the kellidar is obliged, 
in many inftances, to fhut his gates. Nizar Mahomed never quitted 

this idea of his own dignity, keeping his court, conftituting officers, 
and levying troops, without afking the Nabob’s confent or approba- 
tion ; and fome months before aggravated his offence by receiving a 
commiffion from Salabadjing, appointing him, in addition to his 
own, and with equal privileges, governor of the neighbouring fort. 
of Polore, from which his diftri&s had been often molefted. The 
patents were ufhered into Chittapet with much ceremony, and pro--. 
claimed to the garrifon and vaffals with oftentation, immediately after 
which the kellidar took the field with the greateft-part of his force, 
and marched againft Polore. The Nabob, {tung and exafperated, re- 

proached the prefidency with the proceedings of their ally, whom; 
haying formerly ferved in Bengal under the Nabob Allaverdy, he ac- 
cufed of a ftri& connexion with his fucceflor Surajahdowlah; from 
whom he alledged the kellidar had lately received a large’ fum.of 
‘money, to Wee Oe in conjunétion with the French at Pondi- 
I cherry, 
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cherry, to the diftrefs of his own government and the Engtith affairs 
in the Carnatic. The prefidency reprimanded the kellidar for the 
intemperance of his conduct againft Polore, who immediately re- 
tired, and apologized with a franknefs fcarcely compatible with dif 
fimulation; and from this time, which was the end of the laft 
year, he continued to inform them of his wants, tranfactions, 
and apprehenfions. Neverthelefs, the Nabob’s reprefentations 
(fuch is the infirmity of human nature, which enters even inta 
public councils) left fufpicions : otherwife, means would, in all pro- 
bability, have been contrived to have thrown roo Europeans into 
the fort at this jun@ture ; nor would they before have negleéted to 
fupply it with fome pieces of cannon, which the kellidar had often 
follicited. The fort of Chittapet is built of ftone, and is exten- 
five, being within the ditch 540 yards from north to fouth, and 


430 On the other fides: it has round towers at the angles, and in 


each of thefe a high cavalier; befides which, it has only 10 fquare 
towers, three on the longeft, and two on each of the other fides. 
But all thefe towers are much more fpacious, than in the generality 
of the forts of Coromandel ; and the gateway on the northern fide is 
the largeft pile of this conftruétion in the Carnatic, being capable of 
containing on its terraffes, five hundred men drawn up under arms. 
The faufle-bray is fkirted by a ftreight and flight parapet without 
projections into the ditch, which is fupplied with water, but with 
the ufual negligence of Indian fortifications, was at this time in fome 
parts fordable. Adjacent to the weftern fide of the fort, nearly of 
the fame extent, is a pettah, enclofed by a mud wall with round 
towers. The French carried the pettah by affault, in which they 
eftablifhed their breaching battery; ereting likewife two others, 
without, to enfilade. The principal battery, as foon as compleated, 
was rendered ufelefs by an exceflive fall of rain, and as foon as 


| repaired, the kellidar fallied, killed part, and drove the reft of the 


guard away, difmounted the cannon, and carried off the ammunition . 
and tools. : Diss pea 
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- The news of this fuccefs determined the prefidency to fupport 
— the kellidar; they ordered the commandant at Arcot to fend a rein- 
” forcement of Europeans and Sepoys with a fupply of ammunition, 

requefted the Nabob to fend what horfe he had ready, and Arme- 

trow, with his detachment of Morattoes, to join and accompany” 
` the reinforcement; and, moreover, promifing to bear the expence,, 

follicited Balaventrow to detach a larger body of Morattoes, 

to harrafs the enemy’s pofts, and intercept their convoys.. 

But the Nabob’s horfe feeing no ready money, would not expofe 

themfelves ; Armetrow was gone to pay his devotions at Tripetti 5. fr 
and Balaventrow, with the main body of his army, had left Cada- 

paniatam, and was advanced feveral marches towards ‘Viziapore. 

Tn this interval the French troops which had been kept back at. 

Valdore arrived before Chittapet, and with the former force were fuf- 
ficient to inveft it on all fides, and prevent the introduGion of any . 

fuccours. Re | 

. By the 1 3th, the breach was practicable, when the French fum-- 

moned the kellidar, who-anfwered, that he waited the affault. In. 

the enfuing night a party, in which were the grenadiers of Lorrain,. 

concealed themfelves near the’ great gateway, where the ditch was: 
fordable, and at dawn of day the main body advanced from the bat-- 
tery to the breach, when the fignal was thrown up for the other- 
party to efcalade,, which fucceeded beyond their expedtation,, | 
meeting few to oppofe them; for the greateft part of the gar-. 
rifon were affembled with the kellidar at their head at the breach, . 
which they defended manfully, until he fell dead; fhot by. 
two mufket balls: at the fame inftant the: efcalade had gained: 
> the terrafs of the gateway,. from. which they proceeded along the- 
er. rampart, driving all before them until they came in flank of the- 

breach, where their fire’ and onfet confounded the refiftance againtt: 
mi | affault, which, a few minutes after gained the rampart- 
when the conqueror fpared neither the proftrate nor the- 
cepting the Englith foldiers, who were-nineteen, towhom. “ . 
red , which they accepted. None other of the garrifon 
tng tuch as jumped from the: walls, and gained the 
À ` 5 ee plains, 
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plain; amongft whom were about 50 of the Englith Saas Fire 


was fet to the dwelling of the kellidar, probably becaufethe women Ss 


had barricaded their apartments ; and an event is told concerning 
the fate of his principal wife, which, to fave a difgrace to human 
nature, we fhall-not repeat. Thus fell Nizar Mahomed, a vi&tim 
to his good faith, although fufpected of treachery, and with the ut-- 
moft gallantry, although fcarcely believed to be brave. ‘The pre-- 
fidency much regretted his. fall, becaufe owing in fome meafure to» 
their own negle&, by which their other allies might be rendered dif 
fident oftheir affiftance in the hour of danger and diftrefs. 
Nazeabullah, on the approach of the detachment with Polier,. 
broke up his camp before Cadawah, and retired to Nelore; where 
he topped all the votaries pafling from the northward through: his. 
territory to the feaft at Tripetti, of which the income by this inter 
ception was confiderably diminifhed ; as. foon as concluded, the-de-- 
tachment returned to Madrafs, where they arrived on the 25th of 
September, but in the way Polier fent off two companies of lenge. 
to reinforce thofe already at Conjeveram.. The fall of Chittapet~ 
alarmed the prefidency for all their out’ garrifons ; and precautions 
were taken in proportion to their importance. Carangoly ftanding. 
1g miles s.w. of Chinglapet, on the fouth fide of the Paliar, and near- 
the late acquifitions of the French, was garrifoned by 300 Sepoys; buti 
as its walls were in a ruinous condition, they were ordered to retreat, 
on imminent danger; to Chinglapet, and to repair thither if Chinglapet. 
were threatened before them. What diftricts were beyond Carangoly, . 


and occupied only by flight parties of the enemy’s troops, were con- 


figned to the recovery and management of Murzafabeg, a par- 
tizan recommended by the Nabob, iA was to account for nothing, — 
and maintain. them as he could, out of the revenues. he might. 
collect. Stores, ammunition, and fome Europeans were fent to: 
Arcot; and.Timary, Covrepauk, Cavantandelum, and-two or three - 
other, but {maller forts, were ordered to atti in refpećt to “Arcot, as 
Carangoly to. Chinglapett. | But the French army, fearful of ven- 
turing too, far fon Pondi chsanes and: ftll more. of. crofling, the. 


si ibA HITR D i it ‘Paliar,,! 
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Paliar, ias the rains were’ approaching, unexpectedly turned from 
Chittapet to the fouth, and went againit Trinomalee.. 

_ During thefe operations and alarms in the Carnatic, the arrival of 
‘the French {quadron had created equal < apprehenfions in the fouthern 
E: . countries. Calliaud received the intelligence from Devi Cotah and 

CENS -Fort St. David feveral days before the advices from the prefidency 
J = could reach Madura, and without delay began his march back to 
A Tritchinopoly, with all the Europeans; but left Mahomed Iffoof 
with the Sepoys and the reft of the camp, to defend Madura and its 
dependencies, and to recover and protect, as far as the force and oc- 
cafions allowed, the diftricts of Tinivelly: for the timidity of Mo- 
dilee could not ftand the field; and dreading ftill more to be left 
alone with Mahomed Ifloof, he again accompanied Captain Calliaud ; 
who the day after he left Madura, met at Nattam the firft letters 
of the prefidency ordering both himfelf and Mahomed Iffoof to return 
immediately toTrtchinopoly ; neverthelefs feveral arrangements, ne- 
eeffary on a new acquifition of fuch importance, induced him to con- 
tinue Mahomed Iffoof ten days longer at Madura. On the 2oth, he 
himfelf arrived with the Europeans, 250, at Tritchinopoly, where 
he was foon after informed, that the whole of the French force had. 
taken the field ; and although in the interval he received orders coun- 
ermandin: the return either of himfelf or Mahomed Iffoof, he now 
preferred the firft idea of being ready to make head at Tritchino- 
poly, with a ftrong force, until the feafon, intelligence, or the 
eer war, might determine what might juftly be apprehended 
ions of E Accordingly Mahomed Iffoof with 
and arrived at Tritchinopoly on the 
ni ume Berkatoolah had been fent with 

Eo Khan to quit the Tinivelly country, but 
arrival of the French force had elevated him with fuch hopes, 
he rejected all terms excepting the government both of Madura 
Tinivelly at certain tributes, which he never intended to pay. 
: Mahomed Iffoof received before he left Madura; as 
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fetting in of the rains in the Carnatic had by this time removed all 
apprehenfions of immediate danger to Tritchinopoly, notwithftand- Sayy 
ing the reduétion of Chittapet, Calliaud refolved that Mahomed =. 
Iffoof fhould return again to Madura with the troops he had brogi aan Pans] 


as foon as they were refrefhed and furnifhed with fome additional 


equipments. They accordingly fet out on the 20th of October. aa? Vinee 
On the 16th, the fame day that the prefidency received the news: — ae 

of the lofs of Chittapett, arrived a veflel from. Bengal with authen- ; A $ 

tic advicessof the revolution in that province produced by the fuc- ir 


cefs at Plaffy: the fucceeding days and veffels brought to the com-- 
pany, and to individuals, fome part of the treafure which had been: — 
poured into Calcutta by that extraordinary event, and the reputa~ 
tion of a credit, adequate to the utmoft wants of the Englifh affairs. — 
in Coromandel: but this unexpected profperity was fomewhat cloud-- — 
ed by the certainty of -not receiving back any part of their troops- 
in this feafon of neceffity. Nor were any of the fhips of war to be: 
expected ; for Admiral Pococke, on hearing of the French f{qua-- 
dron, had taken the refolution of remaining in the Ganges until 
January, for the protection of Calcutta, and in expectation of being. . 
joined there by the fhips coming from.England; foon after, arrived: 
the Queenfborough frigate, difpatched by Commodore Stevens in- ie 
Auguft, from St. Auguftine’s bay in the ifland of Madagafcar, with, 3 ru. 3 
information of his intentions to proceed with the four fhips under- a 
his command,: to Bombay, from whence they could not reach the: | 
coaft until the beginning of the next year; but the approach of the- | Be 
tempeftuous feafon leffened this difappoimtment, as’ it. was known th ATE AEN] : 
the French themfelves expected no more fhips. of, force during t iss o 
interval.. l i non ME S 


A mal. . PARA i7 stn Hi 
The French army from Chittapet appeared. before Tring j Reet a ae 


Berkatoolah.in 1753, is more famous for its fanctity than fi 
it is fituated 30 miles s.s: w. of Chittapet, and 30 w. of 
a ctaggy mountain, about two miles in circumference, and rif 
in the middle to a great height, hath, befides others, on the high 


‘rock, a fmall chapel, which is held in extreme veneration, from a 
perfuafion, that whofoever, except the appointed Bramins, fhould 
prefume to enter it, would immediately be confumed by a fubterra- 
neous fire, rifing for the occafion. On the weftern fide is a large 
-pettah, furrounded by a flight mud wall; it was this Barkatoolaly 
«defended; ftom which are the only paths leading to the chapels, 
and in the innermoft part immediately under the mountain, is a 
fpacious and well- built pagoda, the refidence of a multitude of 
‘Bramins and their families, as well as of the images to which the 
-whole mountain and pagoda are confecrated. THE mountain, pet- 
tah, and a {pace of arable land to the eaftward, is enclofed by a 
bound hedge, fuch, although not fo thick fet, as that of Pondiz 
cherry. The Nabob’s governor and garrifon abandoned the pettah 
on the appearance of the French army ; which then feparated into 
various detachments again{t various places. ‘The neighbouring kel- 
f Eeg lidar of Polore furrendered on the firt fummons, and the ftronger 
ET a fort of Arni, redeemed the attack, which was threatened, although 
EER November, ot intended, for a fum of money. On the 4th of November thie 
ftrongeft of the detachments commanded by Saubinet appeared be- 
fore the fort of Thiagar, otherwife called Tagadurgam, This 
. ftands 30 miles fouth of *T'rinomalee, in the high road to Volcon- 
ie dah and Tritchinopoly. It confifts of two fortifications,’ on a high 
mountain, one above, but communicating with the other, anda 
pettah on the plain to the eaftward, which has not only the com- 
mon defence of a mud wall, but is likewife furrounded at a {mall 
diftance by an impenetrable hedge; from which the cannon and 
mufketry of the French detachment could not remove-the match- 
Jock men who defended it, concealed themfelves, and hitting every 
= thing that appeared in fight: after two days trial, Saubinet keid 

i ae return to Pondicherry, and all the other- AT were 
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in diftids ich depended on them. 
Bs ‘the: rains abated, the garrifons of Outramalore and 
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ats pendant on Carangoly and Arcot, and flight fkirmithes enfued with 175 7+. 
| various fuccefs. The harveft ripening in the beginning of Novem- ees 
ber, Murzafabeg took poft with 300 Sepoys levied by himfelf, and New ae 
other force, in the fort of Trivatore, which, ftanding midway be- : 
tween Outramalore and Arcot, was the moft central fituation to 
protect the diftriéts under his own management: the fort being 
n» | ftrong enough to refift a fudden aflault, parties detached from it 
frequently beat away thofe of the enemy, fent to levy money from 
the villages, for the redemption of their grain in the field, until the 
enemy invefted the fort with 800 Sepoys, joined by fome Europeans, 
i with three field-pieces. Captain Richard Smith commanding at this 
} time in Arcot, on notice of the danger, detached five companies of 
! Sepoys with a platoon of Europeans, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant Wood, who, halting near Trivatore during the night of- ~ 
the 13th of December, fell upon the befiegers at day-break the next December. _ 
morning, beat up all their pofts, and took their field-pieces, with’ X 
which he returned the day after to Arcot; but left one of his com- 
panies of Sepoys to reinforce Trivatore. On the 28th 500 Sepoys 


came again and took poffeftion of the pettah, but were driven away RE 
by the garrifon on the laft day of the year. At the fame time ano- 
ther party from Outramalore blocked up two companies of Sepoys, ee 


placed in the mud fort of Cavantandelum, which ftands about 10 
miles to the x.w. of Outramalore, and about midway between Sala- 
wauk and Conjeveram. Enfign Banatyne marched with fiye com- 
! panies from Carangoly, and beat the Enemy away; but deeming ae 
na> the poft untenable, withdrew the guard. ‘Thus ended the year in 
the diftri&s of the Carnatic near the Paliar. i tee 
The Morattoe, Balaventrow, immediately after the conclufio 


Armetrow’s negotiation, and his own devotions -at T fy . 


a 


SEA ad 


OR e 


marched with the main body of his army from the pafs oi 


dapanatam, into the country of Cudapah. The Nabob- of this 
province had aflembled his force, 6000 horfe, and had been joined 
by thofe of Canoul, with 3000 more, all reputed, although mot 
really, Pitans. This army waited for the enemy near the city of Bt: 
Cudapah, which ftands about 150 miles N. and by w. of Arcot, 
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and is an open town. The Morratoes, contrary to their ufual war- 
fare, were as eager for a decifive battle as the Pitans.. It was fought 
on the 24th of September with much fury, and ended with the 
death of the Nabob of Cudapah; the city fell a prey to the conque- 
rors, who plundered every thing, and found a valuable booty.. Ba- 
laventrow foon after received, with the requeft of the’ prefidency,, 
an order from Balajerow, to affift the Englifh, and immediately- 
detached 1000 horfe to Arcot; but they did not arrive until Chit-. 
tapet was taken; and the fubfequent motions. of the French 
threatening no forts of importance, which it was. in the power of 
the Englifh force to. prote& without rifquing a general battle, the- 
prefidency {pared the expence of taking this cavalry into their pay 5; 
which however did not join. the French, but remained with Arme- 
trow at Arcot until the 5th of December; when he proceeded with. 
them and his former efcorte to: Velore, where they remained’ quietly 
until the end of January, waiting the orders of Balaventrow. 

The only attempt made by the French troops, after the retreat of 
their army into Pondicherry, was againft Palamcotah near the Co- 
leroon, which they invefted, in the beginning of December, with 
100 Europeans, fome field-pieces, and 500 Sepoys,. from the gar- 
rifon of Chilambarum, but, having no battering cannon, they were. 
only able to get pofleffion of the pettah, from whence they coi- 
le&ed the revenues of the lands dependant on the fort, which, as 
we have faid in a former part of our narrative, were an appanage of 
the Nabob. of Cudapah, and: were commanded by one of his near 
relations. The death of the late Nabob did not. alter the depen- 
dance, and as he had been for-fome time on dendly terms with the 
Englith, 30 Sepoys, with as much ammunition as they could carry, 


were fent from Fort St.. David, and found means to get into the fort.. 


k: Whilft Mahomed Ifloof was waiting the decifion of his. return from 
Tritchinopoly to Madura, Hyderally had marched: from Dindigul, 
one of Sholavanden without refiftance, ane) entered the dif- 
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ing off the cattle and other booty to Dindigul. On the ap- 
proach of Mahomed Iffoof, he took poft'with a part of his army 
near the iffue of the pafs of Nattam, in order to intercept his 
march. Mahomed Iffoof without hefitation attacked, and, with 
the advantage of fuperior difcipline, and the execution of his field- 
pieces, obliged the Myforeans to give way; who, decamping the 
enfuing night, crofled the country to Chevelpetore. By this time, 
the mifchief they had had done having left nothing more to get 
worth the expence of remaining in the country, Hyderally collected 
his detachments, and returned to Dindigul. Mahomed Iffoof, on 
his arrival at Madura, enlifted 400, the beft of Berkatoolah’s ca- 
valry ; the whole of which were remaining encamped 15 miles from 
the town, waiting for the fecond payment of the agreement, having 
as neutrals, neither given moleftation to the Myforeans, or received 
any from them. He, at the fame time, fent invitations to thofe 
with Maphuze Khan, and whatfoever other bodies were acting as 
independent plunderers in the Tinivelly country. As foon as the 
Myforeans were gone, he began his march to Tinivelhy, with a 
very confiderable force. Pafling along the diftriats of Etiaporum, 
the Polygar redeemed his hoftages, which were in the camp, pay- 
ing 18,700 rupees, the balance of his fine. The army arrived at the 
town of Tinivelly about the middle of November, from whence Ma- 
phuze Khan on their approach had retired to Nellitangaville. He 
had, during his refidence there, made various attempts, to 
get poffeffion of the fort of Palamcotah, but had taken Calacad, 
and given it to the king of Travancore. Mahomed Ifloof, with a 
part of the army, marched immediately againft this place, which 
the Travancores abandoned without refiftance, and, being followed 
by him, retired behind their walls in the paffes of the mountains, 
at the foot of the promontory. At the fame time, the appearance of 
other detachments drove away the guards which Maphuze Khan had 
placed in Papancolam, Alvarcourchy, and Bermadafs ; and thofe fta- 
tioned by the Polygar of Vadagherry, in Tirancourchy. All thefe 
places lie to the n.w. of Tinivelly, about Nellitangaville ; and parties 
of Sepoys were left to maintain them. Mahomed Iffoof had returned 
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to Tinivelly by the end of November ; ; and on the 28th of this 
month, a Jemautdar of horfe lately enlifted endeavoured, with 
fome of his troops, to break through his guards to the apartment 
in which he was, as ufual, laid down to fleep in the afternoon. Ma- 
homed Ifloof ftarting up joined his guards, and more coming, all 
the intruders were cut down on the fpot, but killed fome of their op- 
ponents. At this time, he received intelligence, that the French 
-garrifon in the pagoda of Seringham had fent a detachment of Eu- 
ropeans and Sepoys with artillery, to Hyderally at Dindigul, who, 
on their arrival, it was faid, was preparing to return againft 
Madura: the news, although premature, was believed, and deter- 
mined Mahomed Ifloof to be there before them. Accordingly, 
on the rft of December, he began his march from ‘Tinivelly, 
leaving there and in the other pofts, a fufficient force to make head 
againft Maphuze Khan and his allies, and on the 4th arrived at 
Chevelpetore, where he remained waiting for more certain advices 
concerning the Myforeans, until the end of the month; and in the 
mean time, fent a {trong detachment to repair the fort of Shola- 
vanden. Before this time, no farther expectation remained of Moo- 
dilee’s abilities to manage the revenues ; and he was called to Ma- 


_ drafs, in order to exhibit and explain the details of his adminiftra- 


tion; but remained fick and fettling his accounts in the woods of 
Tondiman. Calliaud had fent Lieutenant Rumbold in the month 
of Auguft to communicate the ftate of the country; but this of- 
ficer died on the way at Fort St. David in the month of Septem- 
ber: and the prefidency, as foon as the rains were fet in, ordered 
Calliaud himfelf to come. He arrived on the 14th of November, 


ity under the fafe-guard of a pafiport from Pondicherry, and having 


municated his knowledge and opinions returned on the ath, and 

hed Tritchinopoly on the 12th of December: his reprefenta- 
ns convinced the prefidency, that the difturbances would nev er 
or any revenue be collected, adequate to the military expences, 


o Khan maintained his force, pretenfions, and al- 


fured 
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fured of receiving an annual income, fufficient for his decent 
maintenance, out of the revenues, provided he would quit the 
country with his cavalry, and diíband his other troops. By this 
plan, if nothing fhould be got, nothing would be loft; and the 
French, fruftrated of all connexions, would find it impraéticable to 
get footing in thefe provinces. The Nabob approved the propofal,. 
and fent an agent to treat with Maphuze Khan. ’ 

Thus ended this bufy anxious year in the Carnatic and its depen- 
dencies, during which almoft every day brought the folicitude of 
{ome fufpended event, or the expe€tation of {ome important mif- 
chance; but unremitting caution and vigilance, directed by know- 
ledge and fagacity, fupplied the defect of force. The only error 
committed by the prefidency was their negleé& of Chittapet, which 
was feverely atoned by its lofs. "The only advantage obtained was 
the acquifition of Madura; but this much more than compenfated all 
the detriments of the year. Thus the Englifh councils.. To thofe of 
Pondicherry no. blame could be imputed, becaufe they were retried 
by the moft pofitive orders from France, and even ventured more 
than they were authorized to rifque. 4 

Mr. Buffy, the commander of their forces in the Decan, had: 
during this year employed them with much more activity, becaufe 
uncontrouled in his operations. His army, continuing their march 
from Hyderabad, arrived at Bezoara on the Kriftna in the end.of. 
November of the preceding year, from whence, inftead of going to. 
Mafulipatam, they ftruck to the north-eaft, and proceeded by a. 
frequented road, through the province and city of Elore, from 
whence they arrived on the 19th of December at the city of Ra- 
mundrum, fituated on the Godaveri, about 30 miles from the fea, 
and a day’s march from the Englifh fa&tory at Ingeram. On their 
approach, Ibrahim Cawn, whom Mr. Bufly had raifed to the go- 
vernment of this and the province of Chicacole, dreading the pu-- 
nifhment of his ingratitude during the diftrefs of Charmaul, quit- 
ted the country, and went away to Aurengabad; but the Rajah: 
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Vizeramrauze, confident in the proofs he had given of his attach- 


ment, met their army accompanied by. feveral other Indian chiefs, 
with their forces, which, with his own, amounted to roooo men ; he 
was. 
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1757: was received with every mark of refpec&t, and employed the favour 
in which he ftood, to the gratification of an animofity, which had 
long been the leading paflion of his mind. The tradition of thefe 
countries fays, that many centuries before Mahomedanifin, a king 
of Jaggernaut, in Orixa, marched to the fouth with a great army, 
which fubdued not only thefe provinces, but, crofling the Krifina, 
conquered in the Carnatic, as far as Conjeveram: thefe conquefts 
he diftributed in many portions to his relations, officers, and menial 
feryants, from whom {everal of the prefent northern Polygars pre- 
tend to be lineally defcended, and to govern at this very time the 
very diftri&s which were then given to their anceftor. Ail whe 
claim this genealogy, efteem themfelves the higheft blood of native 
Indians, next to the Bramins, equal to the Rajpoots, and fupport 
this pre-eminence by the haughtieft obfervances, infomuch that the 
breath of a different religion, and even of the meaner Indians, re- 
quires ablution: their women never transfer themfelves to a fe- 
cond, but burn with the hufband of their virginity; and, although 
this cruel praftice is not unfrequent in moft of the high families 
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eu - and cafts throughout India, yet it is generally optional: but with 
; the women of thefe antient Polygars, the moft indifpenfable of 
neceflities, 


The firt in rank of thefe Polygars, who all call themfelves 
Rajahs, was Rangarao of Bobilee: the fort of this name ftands 


ate 


the diftriéts are about twenty ‘fquare miles. There had long 
been a deadly hatred between this Polygar and Vizeramrauze, 
whofe perfon, how much foever he feared -his power, Rangarao 
held in the utmoft contempt, as of low extraction, and of new 
note. Diftri&s belonging to Vizeramrauze adjoined to thofe of 
= Bobilee, whofe people diverted the water of the rivulets, and made 
redations, which Vizeramrauze, for want of better military 
s, and from the nature of Rangarao’s country, could not reta- 


r. Bufly of the neceflity of removing this neighbour ; 
y propofed, that he fhould quit his hereditary ground 
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à clofe to the mountains about 140 miles N. E. of Vizagapatam ; - 


Vizeramrauze ufed his utmoft influence and arguments to 
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| tit H of Bobilec, in exchange for other lands of greater extent and value, 1757- 
in another part of the province; but Rangateo treated the propofal sae 
as an infult. Soon after, it became neceffary to fend a detachment Peete 
` of Sepoys to fome diftricts at a diftance, to which the fhorteft road 

| lay through fome part of the woods of Bobilee: permiifion was 


obtained ; but, either by {ome contrivance of Vizeramrauze, or the 
predetermination of Rangarao, the detachment was fharply at- 
i tacked, and obliged to retire with the lofs of 30 Sepoys killed, and 
| more wounded. Vizeramrauze improved chee moment of indigna- 
) tion; and Mr. Bufly, not forefeeing the terrible event to which he 
was proceeding, determined to reduce the whole country, and to. 
expel the Polygar and all his family.. 

fhe pr ovince of Chicacole has few extenfive plains, and its hills in- 

creafe in frequency and magnitude, as they approach the vaft range 
of mountains that bound this, andthe province of Rajahmundrum,, 
to the n.w.. The hills, and the narrower bottoms which feparate 
them, are fuffered to over-run with wood, as the beft proteétion to: 

the opener vallies allotted for cultivation. The Polygar, befides his- 

other towns and forts; has always one fituated in the moft difficult: 

part of his country, which is intended as. the laft refuge for him- 

felf and all of his. own blood.. The fingular conftruction of this. 

fort is adequate to all the intentions of dence amongft a people unufed. 

to cannon, or other means of battery. Its out-line isa regular fquare,, 
which rarely exceeds 200 yards ; a large round tower is raifed at each 
of the angles, and a fquare projection in the middle of each of 

the fides. The height of the wall is 22 feet, but of the rampart: 
within only 12, which is likewife its breadth at top, although. 

| it is laid much broader at bottom; the whole is of tempered: clay,, 
P raifed in diftin& layers, of which each is left expofed to the fwi, 
until thoroughly hardened, before the next is applied. The parapet 

rifes ro feet above the rampart, and is only three feet thick.. It is 
indented five feet down from the top in interftices fix inches wide,, 
which are three or four feet afunder. A foot above the bottom of 

thefe interftices. and battlements, runs a line of round holes, ano-. 

ther two feet lower, anda third within two feet of the rampart: 
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Thefe holes are, as ufual, formed with pipes of baked clay : they ferve 
for theemploymentof fire-arms, arrows, and lances; and the interftices 
for the freer ufe of all thefe arms, inftead of loop-holes, which cannot 
be inferted or cut in the clay. The towers, and the fquare projec- 
‘tions in the middle, have the fame parapet as the reft of the wall; 
and in two of the projections, on oppofite fides of the fort, are 
gateways, of which the entrance is not in the front, but on one 
fide, from whence it continues through half the mafs, and then 
turns by a right angle into the place; and, on any alarm, the 
whole paflage is choaked up with trees, and the outfide fur- 
rounded to fome diftance with a thick bed of thick brambles. 
_ The rampart and parapet is covered by a fhed of {trong thatch, 
_ fupported by pofts; the eaves of this fhed projet over the bat- 
= tlements, but fall fo near, that a man can {carcely {queeze his 
body between: This fhed is fhelter both to the rampart and guards 
-againft ‘the fun and rain. An area of 500 yards, or more, in every 
direction round the fort, is preferved clear, of which the circumfer- 
“` ence joins the high wood, which is kept thick, three, four, or five 
miles in breadth around this center. Few of thefe forts permit more 
than one path through the wood. The entrance of the path from with- 
out is defended by a wall, exa&ly fimilar in conftruction and {trength 

to one of the fides of the fort; having its round towers at the ends, 


natural fagacity, they never raife this redoubt on the edge of the 
wood; but at the bottom of a recefs, cleared on purpofe, and on 
each fide of the recefs, raife breaft-works of earth or hedge, to 

- gall the approach. ‘The path admits only three men abreaft, winds 
continually, is every where commanded by breaft-works in the 
thicket, and has in its courfe feveral redoubts, fimilar to that of the 
entrance, and like that flanked by breaft-works on each hand. Such 
were the defences of Bobilee; againft which Mr. Buffy marched, with 
750 Europeans, of whom 250 were horfe, four field-pieces, and 

_ leven thoufand Peons and Sepoys, the army of Vizeramrauze, 


_ who commanded them in perfon. 
SR o UDE PA 


i eku ee. Pie with 


and the {quare proje€tion with its gateway in the middle. From ` 


o Whitu > field-pieces plied the parapet of the firft redoubt at the. 
"entrance of the wood, detachments entered into the fide of the recef 
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with fire and hatchet, and began to make a way, which tended to 
bring them in the rear of the redoubt ; and the guard, as foon as con- 
vinced of their danger, abandoned their ftation, and joined thofe in the 
pofts behind; the fame operations continued through the whole path, 
which was five miles in length, and with the fame fuccefs, although 
not without lofs. - When in fight of the fort, Mr. Buffy divided his 
troops into four divifions, allotting one, with a field-piece, to the at- 
tack of each of the towers. Rangarao was here, with all his pa- 
rentage, 250 men bearing arms, and nearly twice this number of 
women and children. : 

The attack commenced at day-break, on the 24th of January, 
with the field-pieces againft the four towers; and the defenders, 
left fire might.catch the thatch of the rampart, had pulled it down. 
By nine o’clock, feveral of the battlements were broken, when 
alb the leading parties of the four-divifions advanced at the fame 
time, with fcaling ladders ; but, after much endeavour for an hour, 
not a man had been able to get over the- parapet; and many had 
fallen wounded ; other: parties followed with as little fuccefs, until 
all were fo fatigued, that a ceflation was ordered, during which the 


field-pieces, having beaten down more of the parapet, gaye the fecond - 


attack more advantage; but the ardour of the defence encreafed with 
the danger. The garrifon fought with the indignant ferocity of wild 
beafts, defending their dens and families: feveral of them ftood, as in 
defiance, on the top of the battlements, and endeavoured to grapple 
with the firft afcendants, hoping with them to twift the ladders 
down ; and this failing, ftabbed with their lances, but being wholly 
expofed themfelves were eafily {hot by aim from the rear of the 
efcalade. The aflailants admired, for no Europeans had ever feen 
fuch excefs of courage in the natives of Indoftan, and continually 
offered quarter, which was always anfwered by the menace and in- 
tention of death : not a man had gained the rampart at two o’clock in 
the afternoon, when another ceffation of the attack enfued; on which 
Rangarao affembled the principal men, told them there was no 
hopes of maintaining the fort, and that it was immediately ne- 
ceflary to preferve their wives and children from the violation of 
Europeans, and the more: ignominious authority of Vizeramrauze. 
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-A number called without diftin&tion were allotted to the work ; they 
"proceeded, every man with a torch, his lance, and poinard, to the 
habitations in the middle of the fort, to which they fet fire indif- 
. -criminately, plying the flame w ith ftraw prepared with pitch and 
brimftone, and every man ftabbed without remorfe, the woman 
‘or child, whichfoever attempted to efcape the flame and fuffo- 
cation. Not the helplefs infant clinging to the bofom of its mother 
faved the life of cither from. the. Rand of the hufband and father. 
The utmoft excefles whether of revenge or rage were exceeded by the 
atrocious prejudices which dictated Phd + perfor ange this horrible facrifice. 
The maflacre being finifhed, thofe who accomplithed it, returned, like 
men agitated by the furies, to die themfelves on the walls.. Mr. 
_ Law, who commanded one of the divifions, obferved, whilft look- 
ing at the conflagration, that the number of the pean was 
_ confiderably diminithed, and advanced again to the attack : 
after feveral ladders had failed, a few grenadiers got over the 
parapet, and maintained their footing in the tower until more 
4 ; : fecured the potieffion. Rangarao haftening to the defence of the 
it tower, was in this inftant killed by a mufket ball. His fall 
aa encreafed, if poflible, the defperation of his friends; who, crowd- 
ing to revenge his death, left the other parts of the ramparts 
i bare; and the other divifions of the French troops, having ad- 
l vanced likewife to their refpe&tive attacks, numbers on all. fides 
got over the parapet without oppofition : never the! efs,. none of th 
defenders quitted the rampart, or would accept quarter; but each fell 
advancing againit, or ftruggling with, an antagonift; and even when 
fallen, and in the laft agony, would refign his poignard only to death. 
The flaughter of the confli& being compleated, another much. more 
- dreadful, prefented itfelf in the area below: the tranfport of victory 
we loft all its joy: all gazed on one another with filent aftonifhment 
T aN remorfe, and the fierceft could not refufe a tear to the deplorable 
T tru tion {pread before them. Whilft contemplating it, an old 
Li ghee Pee a boy, was perceived advancing from a Anbar recefs : 
Peet me med with much attention and refpect, and conducted 
3 to Mr. Law, to whom he prled the child with 
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thefe words ; ‘¢’T'his.is the fon of Rangarao, whom I have preferved 1757. 
“ againft his father’s will.” Another emotion now fucceeded, and Dedahin: 
the preen ation of this infant was felt by all as fome alleviation to January. 
the horrible cataftrophe, of which they had been the unfortunate au- 
thors. The tutor and the child were immediately fent to Mr. 
Bufly, who, having heard of the condition of the fort, would not 
go into it, but remained in his tent, where he received the facred 
captives with the humanity of a guardian appointed by the ftrongeft 
olain of nature, and immediately commanded patents to be pre- 
< pared, appointing the fon lord of the ternie which he had offered 
the father in exchange for the diftri&ts of Bobilee; and ordered 
them to be ftridly g guarded in the. camp from the malevolence of 
enemies 
The Gite night and the two fucceeding days paffed in ‘the 
ufual attentions, efpecially the care of the “wounded, who were 
r many; butin the middle of the third night, the camp was alarm- 
ar ed by a tumult in the quarter of Vizeramrauze. Four of the fol- 
diers of Rangarao, on feeing him fall, concealed themfelves in an 
unfrequented part of the fort sansa the night war far advanced, when 
they dropped down the walls, and peene the fame language, 
pafied unfufpected through the quarters of Vizeramrauze, and 
gained the neighbouring thickets ; where they remained the two fuc- ; 
ceeding days, watching until the buftle of the camp had fubfided; when 
two of them quitted their retreat, and having by their language again 
z deceived thofe by whom they were queftioned, got near the tent of. 
Vizeramrauze; then creeping on the ground they pafled under 
the back part, and entering the tent found him lying on his bed, alone, | ha 
and afleep. Vizeramrauze was extremely corpulent, infomuch that TIPA z 


iM 


up 


he could {carcely rear himfelf from his feat without affiftance: the 
two mei, reftraining their very breath, (truck in the fame inftant 
with their poignards at his heart ; the firft groan brought in a cen- iiy: 
tinel, who fired, but miffed; more immediately thronged in, but the (ie 
ne ' murderers, heedlefs of themfelves, cried out, pointing tothe body,  , ] 
« Look here! We are fatisfied.”” They were inftantly fhot by the z 

croud, and mangled after they had fallen ; but had ftabbed Vizeram- 
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rauze in 32 places. Had they failed, the other two remaining in the 
foreft were bound by the fame oath to perform the deed, or perifh in 


the attempt. He 
The army haftened to quit this tragic ground. ‘They proceeded 


through the hills to the north, fummoning the tributes of a variety 
of polygars, who, terrified by the fate of Bobilee, paid without re- 
fiftance; nor did they meet any oppofition, until they arrived at the 
diftrits of Gumfeer. This country is much more extenfive than 
that of any other of the antient Polygars; it commences about 40 
miles to the North-weft of Ganjam, extending about 50 miles in 
that direftion, and 20 in breadth; it is even more impenetrable 
than the country of Bobilee, its forefts confifting entirely of bam- 
boes, which grow clofer, and refift the axe and fire better than any 
other vegetation ; relying on which, the inhabitants.do not think it 
neceflary to erect redoubts for the defence of their paths, but ob- 
frut them with frequent and temporary barriers of bamboes, 
wrought in a variety of entanglements.. The polygar of Gumfeer 
refufed: his tribute, of which the arrears amounted to 180,000 ru- 
pees; and Mr. Buffy, intending for other views to remain awhile in 
the northermoft parts of the Chicacole province,. refolved to employ. 
fome of the time in reducing this country.. Day by day the troops 
were employed with: exceflive toil and fatigue in rooting up, cuttin g 
down, and endeavouring to: burn a way through the foret. The 
whole diftri& is efteemed one of the hotteft regions of Indoftan, 
and is peculiarly fubje& to ftrokes of the fun ; by which feven Eu- 
ropeans were in one day killed ; feveral barriers were forced, or paft; 
and the Polygar, beginning to think himfelf in danger, made propo- 
fals, which Mr: Buffy was equally willing to accept, having loft 
30 Europeans, and a much greater number of Sepoys, in the little 
progrefs: which the army had made; this accommodation was con- 

cluded in the middle of April. . 
Some time before, Mr. Buffy had received letters from Surajah: 
Doulah, the nabob of Bengal, requefting his affiftance to expel their 
common enemy, the Englifh, out of that province; the Nabob of 
fered to defray all the expences of the French army, and promifed 
3: further 
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further explanations : which Mr. Bufly fuppofed would be brought 
by fome principal officer of his court, furnifhed with the means of 
conduéting the army through the province of Orixa; in which ex- 
pectation he refolved to remain near the frontiers of this province, 
and the army marched from Gumfeer to Ganjam, which is the 
laft town in Chicacole. It is a fea-port much frequented by coaft- 
ing vefiels, and the French had at this time a factory there: the 
army remained in the neighbourhood until the roth of May, but, 
inftead of further overtures from Surajah Dowlah, received intelli- 
gence, that the Englifh had taken the French fettlement of Chan- 
dernagore; which convincing Mr. Bufly of the imbecillity of the 
Nabob, who. had fuffered them to. gain fuch an advantage in his 
country, he relinquifhed all ideas of further connexion with him ; 
but refolved immediately to make retaliation on the Englith fettle- 
ments in the. northern provinces.. 

In confequence of his orders the Europeans he had left in garrifon at 
Rajahmundrum, when joined by more from Mafulipatam, marched 
againft the factories of Madapollam, Bandermalanka, and. Ingeram, 
which ftand near the fea on three different arms of the Godaveri. The. 
natives here weave excellent cloths at cheap rates, and the three facto- 
ries annually furnifhed 700 bales for the Company's market in England.. 
Ingeram only had foldiers, and only 20, and all the three factories fur- 
rendered on the firft requifition. ‘The reduction of Vizagapatam,. 
as being nearer, Mr. Bufly referved to himfelf; but being fure of 
his prize, remained in the city of Chicacole until he had fettled the 


affairs of this government. On the 24th of June the van of his - 


army appeared before Vizagapatam.. A river coming from the north 
and turning fhort eaftward to the fea, forms an arm of land, a mile 
and half in length : and 600 yards in breadth. Nearly in the middle 
ef this ground ftands the fort, of which the conftruction by re- 
peated miftakes was become fo abfurd, that it was much lefs defen- 
fible than many of the ancient barons’ caftles of Europe. The face 
towards the river was choaked by houfes. A whole town lay with- 
in 300 yards to the north, a village at the fame diftance to the fouth,, 
and feveral buildings on each of thefe fides ftood much nearer the 
walls. 
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aisi towards the fea, the efplanade was clear, excepting a falut- 
ie battery, where a lodgement might be eafily made; after many 
dicious additions of works eee the fort, which only made it 
wort it was found necefiary to throw up an entrenchment to the 
north, beyo nd the town, in the fhoulder of the peninfula,. quite 
2 ae the river to the fea, with a battery at each extremity, 
and another on a hillock near the center, but this was commanded 
by a fand-hill directly oppofite, and aithin point-blank. The accefs 
acrofs the river from the fouth, was fufficiently fecured by batte- 
b ties, which commanded not only the pafiage, but the entrance of 
ES the river itielf, through which all embarkations from the fe2 muft gain 
¥ = the fhore, as the furf prevents even a boat from landing on the 
a beach : indeed the whole {cheme of the defences feemed to have 
at been calculated only to oppofe the attempts.of pirates and polygars. 
l The garrifon confifted of 150 excellent Europeans, and 300 Sepoys; 
the Englith families in the town were 50 perfons. On the img day that 
nE Buffy’ s army appeared in fight, the Company’s {hip farl- 
borough anchored in the road, on weard) of which was the chief en- 
gineer of Madrafs, proceeding to Bengal. He landed, and having the 


i next morning rev ewed the works, with Captain Charles Campbell, 
k- who commanded the troops, both gave their opinion that the extent 


= could not be defended, even with a much greater force; and advifed 
3 that all -the Europeans fhould be immediately embarked, and the 
k Sepoys, with two or three officers, left to make the beft capitula- 
5 -tion they could; but all the boat and fifhermen had deferted in the 
night; and the wind blew fo ftrong from the fea, that none but 

thofe accuftomed could manage the boats over the bar, which that 
of the Marlborough carrying back the engineer, experienced, being 
= twice overfet anda man drowned before the got out. At noon, can- 
i = non appeared on the fand hill; foon after the main body of the 
j Re , and a fummons to furrender; after two or three meflages, 

i ation was figned at 11 at night. All the Europeans, 

‘or inhabitants, were to be prifoners of war; the 
ree to go where they liked; the Company’s 
duals, Mr. Bufly faid, fhould have no reafon 
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to complain: he kept his word with the utmoft liberality, refign- 1757: 
ing without difcuflion whatfoever property any one claimed as his D 


own. The Marlborough having anchored at the Dutch factory of 
Bimlapatam, 12 miles to the northward, he permitted the chief, Mr. 
Percival, Captain Campbell, and feveral others, to proceed in her to 
Bengal. 

From Vizagapatam, the army proceeded to Rajahmundrum, where 
they remained fome time, aùd then took the field, and advanced 
again to the northward, to awe the tributaries who fhewed any ten- 
dency to difobedience ; but were not obliged to exercife any hoftilities 
of confequence. Thus ended the year 1757, i the northern. pro- 
vinces: during which, the abfence of Mr. Bufiy from the court of 
Salabadjing, gave his enemies the opportunity they withed, of taking 
meafures to weaken the future effe&s of his influence over that 
prince, in the adminiftration of his government. 

Nizamally and Baffalut Jung were the two brothers of Salabadjing, 
who, as well as, himfelf, were prifoners in the camp of Murzafajing, 
when the death of this prince in Cudapah, with the influence of 
Mr. Bufiy in his army, raifed Salabadjing to the throne of the - 
Decan. The early fagacity of Mr. Bufly then forefaw, that the two 3 
brothers would be made the enfigns of faction and revolt, if they 
were admitted to any participation in the councils of the govern- 
ment; fince by their birth, their employments, if any, mutt be great. 
He therefore advifed Salabadjing to allow them incomes fufficient for 
ail indulgencies, but to give them no appointments of truft and 
power, and to oblige them, under pretence of diftin€tion, to accom- | : 
pany him wherefoever he moved. In this reftraint, tempered by all a 
exterior attentions, they continued, and feemed fatisfied, until the. - 
open rupture between Mr. Buffy and Salabadjing’s adminiftration at 
Sanore; when Shanavaze Khan refolved to raife them into public R 
importance, as his own future patrons, with the very views, of which 
the apprehenfion had led Mr. Bufly to prevent their promotion. Ba- 
lazerow was, as we have feen, encamped at that time before Sanore5, 2 er 
to whom Shanavaze Khan communicated his intention, fapprefling 

the motive, and requefted him to urge the advice to. Salabadjing, 
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with the document of his own example, who always employed his 

brothers, or his fon, in the moft important expeditions, which he 

could not attend himéelf. Balagerow knew that his own policy 

could not be the rule-of a different ftate, and weaker underftanding ; 

but faw the views of Shanavaze Khan, and withing for the very 

divifions they would create in the adminiftration of the Decan, gave 
the advice ; and Salabadjing, always eafily led, appointed N izamally, 
the elder of the two brothers, to the government of Berar, the moft 
extenfive in the empire, but of which more than half had been dif- 
membered, by the conquefts of the Morattoe Janogee ; and to Baf- 
falut Jung he gave the country-ot Adoni, which lies fouth of the 
Kriftna and north of Myfore; Baffalut Jung went from Sanore to 
his government, but Nizamally not until after the reconciliation of 
Charmaul. 

The brothers being then eftablifhed, Mr. Buffy could do no better 
than appear indifferent to the arrangements he could not reverfe 
without renewing the immediate effect of unappeafed animofities, 
before he was in a ftate to encounter them. He therefore went away, 
as wevhave {feen in November, to the ceded provinces, as the moft 
certain means.of providing money, without umbrage, for future con- 
tingencies. Qn the 17th of December, Salabadjing began his in- 
tended march from Golcondah to Aurengabad. The army confifted 


. Of 10,000 horfe, and 15,000 foot, with the French detachment of 


~ “January. 


200 Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, whom Shanavaze Khan could find 
no pretence to prevent from accompanying Salabadjing. They ar- 
rived at Beder in the beginning of January, when Balagerow was 
taking the field at Poni. And Shanavaze Khan defiring to gain his 
concurrence to the defigns he had formed, refolved to loiter in this 
part of the country, hoping that the approach of Balagerow might 
give opportunities of an interview between them. He accordingly led 
the army againft a confiderable Rajah named Chunderfain, whofe 
territory lay near Calberga, 40 miles to the fouth of Beder, and 
whulft hoftilities were carrying on againft thé Rajah; he fummoned 

Baffault Jung to join the ftandard of the Subahfhips with the forces 

from his government of Adoni; which added another delay until 


their ~ 
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their arrival. But advices being received that Balagerow was match- __ 7 AR 
ing ftreight to the fouth, and intended to crofs the Kriftna, the 
Subah’s army renewed their march to the norward, when in the 
beginning of February news arrived, that the Affghans had taken 
Delhi, that a large detachment of their army were plundering Agra, 
` and that parties from this detachment were on the road to Brampour; 
which, from fome conclufions of which we are ignorant, determined 
the Subah’s council to proceed no farther to the north, whilft the 
Pitans were fuppofed to have any intentions of advancing’ to the 
fouth ; fo that they did not approach Aurungabad until the beginning 
of May. In this interval Seid Lafcar Khan, who had been Duan of Zay. 
the Decan, and had given the nothern maritime provinces to the 
French, died at Aurengabad ; his treafures were reported to be great, 
and. with all his effe€ts reverted, according to the inftitutions of the 
government,to the fovereign ; but they were depofited in the fortrefs 
of Doltabad, of which the governor was his near relation, and had 
always been obfequious to his will. : l 
This place is called, and deemed impregnable, ftanding on the 
fummit of a mountain, which is furrounded with two other inclofures, 
of which that on the plain contains a large town : notwithftanding 
the neceflity of communication to admit troops and provifions, each 
has its particular governor: but the two lower forts are fo overtowered 
by the upper, that they rarely refift the will of the governor there, 
who, until the late confufions of the empire, was always efpecially ap~ 
pointed by the Great Mogul. / 
~ Shanavaze Khan had fuceceded Seid Lafear in the office of Duan, ° 
of which one of the moft beneficial duties is to take pofieffion 
for the emperor of the eftates of all who die, holding, or having 
held, any office in the government: he therefore proceeded feveral 
days before the army, with a large detachment and fome artillery, 
and fummoned all the forts; the loweft after a flight refiftance, and 
much parley, furrendered on the third day: the governors of the 
“two others being Jeagued together held out a month; but having, 
neglected to lay-in a ftock of provifions, and being furrounded by 
she whole of Salabadjing’s army, they at length yielded to money; 
Von. H, M m and 
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and-Shanavaze Khan immediately changed the garrifons, and placed 
one of his own dependants in the command of all the forts, with 
the unwilling compliance of Salabadjing, and the approbation of the 
Emperor’s Duan; Mahomed Huffein, whom Shanavaze Khan had 
ately gained oyer to his views. He found in the fort’a great treafure 
belonging to Seid Lafcar Khan, of which 700,000 rupees were pub- 
lickly avowed, and more fufpected. In the end of September a body 
of 6000 Morattoes from Poni, under the command of Vizvazrow, the 
eldeft fon of Balagerow, arrived near Aurengabad, with pretenfions 
of which we are ignorant : their march had been expeéted, and gave 
Shanavaze Khan a pretence to call up Nizamally from Berar with 
the troops of his government, who arrived at the fame time as Viz- 
vazrow ; the Morattoe chiefs dependant on the Subahthip, and féveral 
others, had been likewife fummoned and-were come up, {o that the 


whole force under the ftandard of the Subah was near 40,000 horfe, 


befides the foot. The Morattoes, notwithftanding their inferiority, 


proceeded to hoftilities, but confined them to {kirmifhes, in which 
they were always repulfed by the artillery of the French detach- 
ment ; neverthelefs Nizamally afiumed the merit of thefe fucceffes, 
and working at the fame time by his emiffaries amon ett Salabadjin g's 
troops, inftigated them to clamour, and infult him in his palace for 
the arrears of their pay, of which 22 months were due. During 
this tumult Shanavaze Khan, as if afraid of the refentment of Sala- 


-badjing, took refuge in the fort of Doltabad. 


Salabadjing was terrified, without money, and, by the ‘means of 
Shanavaze Khan, without credit; and Nizamally taking the advan- 
tage he had prepared, profered to interfere and appeafe the troops, 
provided he was intrufted, whilft neceflary, with the adminiftration 
of the government, and the difpofal of the great feal of the Subahthi p 
This inftrument ratifies all treaties, confirms all governments, av- 
thenticates all grants and boons of confequence, and warrants all 
alignments of the revenue: it therefore always remains -at leaft in 


_ the dwelling of the prince, and generally under his own eye, except- 


ing, at Delhi, where it is ufually confided to the Vizier. Salabadjing, 
being without refource, confented ; and Nizamally immediately be- 


« cams 
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came invefted with fovereign power; but left the’ appearances to Sala-- 
badjing, whom he affected to confult; and abrogated none of his. 
indulgencies, which this prince was naturally inclined to prefer. to 
the cares of his ftate. Nizamally immediately gave additional ho- 


December- : 


nouis and jaghires to his brother Baflaulet Jung, and with a fubtle — 


affectation of indifference concerning the feal, committed it to his 


care. Both the next day introduced Shanavaze Khan to Salabadjing, : 


who received him with the exterior ceremonials of good-will and 
favour. The officer who commanded the French detachment 
had neither experience nor force fufficient to countera&t the pro- 
erefs of this plot; but redoubled his attention in guarding the 
perfon of Salabadjing, which perhaps faved his. life. It was the- 
general opinion that the expedition of the Morratoes with Vizvazrow 
hell been concerted by Shanavaze Khan, as ee leading means of ac- 
complifhing this revolution. 

It happened i in the middle of December; Mr. Buffy received nee: 
ligence of it at Rajahmundrum in the beginning of, January, and 
immediately began his march, with all his force; to releafe Salabadjing 
from thefe bonds. We {hall now return to the affairs of Bengal. 

ves ’ 

THE firt news of the French {quadron was brought to Calcutta 
on the 17th of September, by: the Revenge, which:had efcaped from’ 
them on the 8th, in the road of Fort St. David. Other advices’ 
followed, with information of the troops they had brought, and of 
the expectations at Pondicherry of a much greater force in the be- 


ginning of the enfuing year; in confequence of which the prefidency . 


of Madrafs repeated aaa much follicitude the requeft they had often 
made, that the troops with Clive might be immediately returned to. 
the coaft: but they could not now be fent away, without rifquing 
the accomplifhment of the treaties with Meer Jaffer, if he fhould 
require their fervice in the field; and the lofs of Calcutta itfelf, if 
a French force fhould arrive in the river, whilft they were employed 
in a diftant part of the Nabob’s dominions. This apprehenfion ren- 


dered the French prifoners, and even their vagabonds i in the province 


an object of folicitude. The prifoners amounted to 209; of whom 
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ço being men of better condition, were not confined.” The party 
which ferved with Sinfray at the battle of Plafly had efcaped into 
‘the diftri@s of Berbohin, where the timidity of the natives: fuffered 
them to remain without moleftation ; and other ftragelers from va- 
rious parts had increafed the number to 60 Europeans. Thirty 
had gone away in boats from the French fa€tory at Dacca, under 


the condu& of the chief, Mr. Courtin, and proceeding along the 


rivers had entrenehed themfelves near the mountains in the northern 
part of the diftri€t of Rungpore, which adjoins on the weft to Purneah. 
Teswas fufpected that fome of the prifoners, who were at large, were 


correfponding, not only with both thefe parties, but alfo with Mr.. 


Law’s in Oude, and with the army of Mr. Buffy in Chicacole. It was 
therefore refolved to fend away all of the higher fort to Pondicherry ; 
and in the beginning of October, 34, of whom two were Jefuits, 
were embarked in a fhip hired for the purpofe, and called the Refti- 
tution. From reliance on their parole the {hip was manned, as ufual, 
by lafears, or mariners of the country, with only three Englifhmen 
to command them. As foon as they were at fea, the Frenchmen, 


_ as they eafily might, overpowered the crew, and carried the fhip to 


Mafulipatam, where they declared themfelves free, and the fhip a 
lawful prize. 

Before Colonel Clive left Muxadavad, the Nabob had fummoned 
Ramramfing, the Rajah of Midnapore, who was head of the Spies, 
to come there, in order to fettle the accounts of his diftricts, on 


_ which, as ufual, a confiderable balance ftood due from him in the 


books of the treafury. Ramramfing had always been in clofe 
connexion with Roydoolub, who, to remove fufpicions, advifed him, 
at leaft openly, to obey; but Ramramfing fent his brother and 
nephew, whom the Nabob immediately put into prifon ; and pre- 
vented the difapprobation of Clive, by reprefenting, what was true, 


_ that Ramramfing had been the enemy of the Englifh, having car- 


‘nied on for Surajah Doulah the correfpondence with Mr. Bufiy and 


Mr. Law ; and that he had forwarded whatfoever Frenchmen had - 


efeaped to. the fouth, -through Orixa to Chicacole. Roydoolub had 
no doubt that this proceeding of the Nabob’s was a preparation for 
his 
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his defigns againft himfelf, but concealed his perfuafion, aid wifely 

refrained from claiming the Englifh guarantee until the danger. 
fhould come nearer. Thefe coincidences prevented Clive from en- 
tertaining any fufpicions of the real motives of Jaffier’s condué to- 
wards Ramramfing, before he returned to Calcutta; but Ramram- 
fing, as foon as he heard of the confinement of his brother and 
nephew, affembled his force, which confifted of 2000 horfe and 
5000 foot, and wrote to Colonel Clive, that if he were attacked he 
thould {eek refuge wherever it was to be found; which. his country 
weil afforded by the jungles or thickets with which it is covered, and 
the mountains to which it adjoins. He however proffered to pay a 
lack of rupees as a prefent to Meer Jaffier, and even to make his 


obeifance to him in perfon, if Clive would warrant his fafety. Clive . 


immediately recommended the reconciliation to the Nabob, who at 
the fame time received intelligence, that the people of Purneah, under 


the command of Ogul Sing the Gentoo, whom Surajah Dowlah had - 


appointed to govern this province after the defeat and death of his 
coufin Seid Hamed, had taken up arms, and procfaimed a brother of 
Seid Mahomed, on hearing that the Nabob had given the govern- 
ment to his relation Goati Huffein, whom they dreaded for his 
character of rapacioufnefs and tyranny. 

Both thefe infurre€tions arifing under the ftandard of Gentoos, 
drove the Nabob from: all the diffimulation, with which he had 
intended to conceal his purpofes, until he had cut off Roydoolub, 
and the other principal heads of the nation; and in his vexation 
he openly, perhaps not unjuftly, imputed both rebellions to the 


practices of Roydoolub. He immediately commanded 6000 horfe | 


and foot to match with Coddum Huffein to Purneah, and goo horfe, 
with Cojee Hoddee to Midnapore : Both divifions were to fet out 
on the 6th of Oétober, and Cojee Haddee proceeded; but the 


troops appointed to Coddum Huflein, abetted by their officers, re- : 


fufed to: move until they had received their arrears, and clamoured 
other difcontents. The city was in agitation. Roydoolub affembled 


his force, and would no longer vifit the Nabob; whoa few days. 
Sy aE i : 2 baftegi 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


~ 


“a 


269 
1757- 
Oégtobers- 


d 


H 
ai) 


iga a arn Pe 


ee, 


279 

17 5 Jo 
v 
O&stober. 


Tur War or BENGAL. Book VIII. 


afte¥ received intelligence from Colonel Clive, to whom it had been 
fent by an exprefs-boat from the Englifh refident at. Chuprah, figni- 
fying that “ his {pies had met SE nears on the road, who faid, that 
oe they had delivered letters from the widow of Allaverdy to Ram- 
 narain, the governor of Behar, and were carrying others to Sujah 
<¢ Dowlah the Nabob of Oude, requefting him to march, and join 
« Ramnarain againft Meer Jaffier.” This, if true, was the moft 
powerful confederacy which Jaffer could have to fear; and -bore 
ftrong marks of originating from Roydoolub, from his attachment 
and refpect to Allaverdy’s widow, which he openly continued, not- 
withftanding the elevation of Jaffier. Clive forefecing the animofity 
which the intelligence would occafion, fupprefied his own fufpicions ; 
but ordered the troops at Coffimbuzar to join the Nabob on the firft 
call; and promifed to march himfelf, 1f neceflary, with the main body 
from Calcutta and Chandernagore. Thefe profers abated the tumult 
of the Nabob’s troops; and the mediation of Mr. Watts produced an 
interview between the Nabob and Roydoolub, on the 1 7th of October, 
when each {wore oblivion of former diftrufts, and future friendthip ; 
and upon this apparent reconciliation, the Nabob ordered his whole 

army to aflemble on the plains of Geriah, fix miles from the city. 
A few days after, a frefh infurrection appeared in another part of 


I 
the province. The two fons of the Nabob Suffraze Khan, whom 


Allaverdy had {pared when their father fell, defending his diadem, 
remained on the acceflion of Jaffier in the city of DHA 2, Where they 
had lived 16 years, without fhewing either abilities or inclination to 
raife difturbances. Neverthelefs they immediately became objects of 
fufpicion to Jaffer, who in the firft days ef his government brought 
back the elder Haffizally Chan to Muxadavad: there feemed little 
occafion to fear him, for his letter to Clive on this occafion was writ- 
ten with the humility of a beggar : but the other, Ammannee Chan, 
either from nature or defpair, exerted more refolution. The governor 
fent to Dacca by Meer Jaffier came very poor ; and fo much money 
of the tevenues had been drawn to Muxadavad, that the force he kept 


up even in hef fort sid. not exceed 200 men, who, were ill paid, and 
the 


, - 
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the troops of the diftriéts were, as ufual, a rabble fit only to diftrain 
upon the unarmed and timorous inhabitants ; this weaknefs of the 
government, and the attachment of a few friends, encouraged Am- 
mannee Chan to tamper with a part of the garrifon in the fort, and 
they agreed to feize the governor, when Ammannee Chan was to de- 
clare himfelf: the day fixed for the execution was the 22d of Oc= 
tober; but two days before, one of the confpirators revealed the 
fecret to the governor, who immediately feized Ammannee Chan 
with feveral of his adherents; and afked affiftance of the Enghfh 
factory, who fent 60 buxeries, which was half their force, dna 
wrote to Calcutta for a company of fepoys, which were immediately 
detached, and marched acrofs the country. This confpiracy could 
not be ER to Roydoolub, but it increafed the perplexities of 
Jaffer. 

Of the troops which were ordered to march with Coddam Huffein,, 
only 3000 had moved, who were waiting at Rajahmahal for the reft, 
and their arrears. ‘Three months pay were due to the whole army, 
of which vot lefs than 10,000 men, horfe and foot, were under the 
immediate command of Roydoolub, who had influence with the com- 

manders of many more ; and notwithftanding the late oaths of re- 
conciliation, kept his houfe under pretence of ficknefs, nor would 
fuffer any of his troops to march from the city. Thefe examples,“ 
and perhaps. his inftigation, encouraged the Nabob’s troops, to refufe 
likewife, unlefs they were paid in full. “The Nabob diftributed fome 
money, and, as another means to recall their obedience, pitched his 
tent and difplayed his ftandard in the camp; and. went to refide there 


on the 7th of November, waiting for the main body paja pret _ November. 


He left re fon Meerum to <Gesenantals in the city. 

Meerum, as foon as his father was gone, {pread the report tyr 
advices he pretended to have received from Patna and Delhi. The 
Nabob’s. relations ‘at Patna gave information, that Ramaarain a the go- 
vernor had encamped to the weft of the city with his whole force,. 
42,000 men; that Sujah Doulah, the fubah of Oude, had likewife 
taken. the field with his army from Lucknow, together with Mr. 
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- Law's party of Europeans, and intended, in conjunction with Ram- 
narain, to march into Bengal. The letters from Delhi faid, the mi- 
_ niftry there difapproved of the acceflion of Jaffier to the Nabobthip ; 


`; that Mirza Mundee, the fon of Surajah Dowlah’s younger brother, 


_an infant, ought to have been proclaimed, and that Roydoolub had 
: propofed he thould be appointed by the Mogul, with aflurances that 
he fhould be able to carry the nomination into execution with ‘the 
-affiftance of the Eneglifh. Many probabilities ftood againft the au- 
-thenticity of the intelligence from Patna, and the advices from 


“Delhi bore full ftronger marks of fiton. On the roth in the morn- 
‘ing the whole city was in confternation, and the troops in their dif- 


ferent quarters in tumult. A band of ruffians fent by Meerum had 


“in the night entered the palace of Allaverdy’s widow, with whom 


lived the widow of Zaindee Hamed, and her infant grandfon Mirza 
Mundee. They murdered the child, and gave out that they had 
likewife flain the two mothers. In the morning the three biers 


"were carried publickly to burial, amidft the filent grief and ab- 


-horrence of. the people ; for the two women, exclufive of the high 
- condition from which they had fallen by the death of Surajah 


Dowlah, were the moft refpectable of their {ex for their virtues and 


: the nobility. of their fentiments. The caufe was difbelieved. Roy- 


doolub afferted that all the accufations againft himfelf were the inven- 
-tions of his enemies, The Englifh troops at Coflimbuzar turned out 
to keep the peace, and preferved it. On the 13th Scrafton vifited 
and reproached Meerum, who, amongft other vindications, {till pre- 
ferving a fecret, faid, “* What fhall not I killan old woman who goes 
“ about in her dooley to ftir up the Jemautdars againft my father ?” 
A few days after it was difcovered that the two women had not been 


~. murdered, but had been taken out of the palace, and put into 


boats, which fet off immediately for Dacca; and their . pretended 
-biers were exhibited, in order to prevent any interruption to the re- 
‘moval of their perfons. 

Neverthelefs, the death of the child left deteftation fufficient to 
_ extort farther apologies. The Nabob declared; that he neither com- 
. manded nor even had any knowledge of the deed, until it was per- 
petrated 
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petrated, and both he and his fon avowed that the intelligence from 
Delhi was communicated by the Seats. The Seats pofitively denied 
the aflertion ; on which a new reconciliation was propofed with Roy- 
doolub, who, accompanied by Scrafton, vifited Meerum on the 17th, 
and oaths of friendfhip and confidence were again renewed; and 
Roydoolub fent the greateft part of his troops to the camp. The 
Nabob, receiving no reproaches from Scrafton, thought all refent- 
ments fufficiently quieted, at leaft for a while, and marched away 
from the plains of Gheriaon the 17th, in order to oblige.the detach- 
ment loitering at Rajahmahal to crofs the Ganges, and attack the 
rebels, in Purneah. 


The rainy feafon in the lower parts of the country had this year ~ 


been lefs unhealthy than ufual ; and only 40 men had died of the Eng- 
lith troops quartered at Chandernagore and Calcutta ; but the intem- 
perance produced by the diftribution of the prize-money of Plafly, 
, had fpread fuch ficknefs, after the rains ceafed in September, that 
two thirds of the rank and file were in the hofpital at the end of 
Otober. Their recovery retarded the departure of the whole until 
the 17th of November, when they embarked and proceeded -from 
Chandernagore. j i 

In this interval Colonel Clive had prevailed upon Ramranfing to 
come to him from Midnapore. ‘To avoid the Nabob’s troops with 
Coja Haddee, who, at Clive’s requeft, were halting at Burdawan, 


be embarked at Piply with a party of European foldiers, which - 


had been fent thither to efcort him to Chandernagore ; from whence 


he proceeded with the army to Muxadavad. The Rajah of Ber- | 


boin, on hearing that the Englith troops were preparing to take the 
field, fent parties to furround and feize the Frenchmen with Sin- 
fray ; but they got warning of his intentions, and of 60, 36 efcaped. 

The other 24 were made prifoners, and conduéted to Coflimbuzar, 

and from thence fent to Calcutta. Four of them were agents of 

the French company, who had been taken and had given their- 
arole at Chandernagore. 
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The troops with Clive arrived at Muxadavad on the 25th of No- 
vember. Meerum, dreading his refentment for the murder of the 
infant Mirza Mundee, had releafed the brother and nephew of 
Ramranafing from their imprifonment before his arrival, and received 
Ramranfing himfelf, whom Clive introduced to him with much 
courtefy ; to Clive he demeaned himfelf with every fimulation of hu- 
mility. Roydoolub, when preffed by Clive to march with him, con- 
tinued his pretext of ficknefs, adding the better plea of the publick 
bufinefs, which required his prefence for fome days longer in the city ; 
but his apprehenfions of the Nabob and Meerum were at this time 
encreafed by new fufpicions, which they pretended to entertain of him. 

Mirza Sallee, the renter of the province of Orixa to the Morratoe 
Janogee, having been deficient in his payments and accounts, 
came to Muxadavad a little before the death of Surajah Dow- 
lah, to whom he propofed fome project for reftoring that province to 
the government of Bengal. A Morratoe named Ae then obtained 
the government from Janogee, and he likewife had lately been at 
Muxadavad, where he contraéted a connexion, fuppofed to be 
more intimate than it was, with Roydoolub: he was at this time at 
Jonagee’s court, but {ent forward his agent, named Chemnefaw, to 
manage, until he himfelf fhould come. Chemnefaw arrived at 
Cutteck in the beginning of November, and received the vifit 
of the Englith refident there with much infolence, and his at- 
tendants talked publickly that a body of 6000 Morratoes were 
coming with Subut himfelf, who intended to march into Midna- 
pore, and demand of Meer Jaffier the ceffion of all that country to 
the fouth of the river Piply, which ancicntly ufed to be rated as a 
part of Orixa. Thefe difcourfes induced the Enelifh refident, and 
gave pretence to the friends of Meer Sellee, to reprefent Subut and 
Roydoolub as engaged with one other, Roydoolub to give the Morratoe 
the country he wanted, andthe Mish to affift Roydoolub in time 
of need againft Meer Jafer. Meerum pretended to believe the plot; 

but Clive gave no credit to the i imputation, and feeing that Roydoo- 


tub’s patni of the Nabob was the principal caufe of ISE unwilling- 


nefs 
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nefs to be near him, acquicfted to the delay he veqnired, and pro- 
mifed to efe& an entire reconciliation between them. 


On the goth Clive marched from the city, taki ing 
mags at A 


- Book V Iii. 


all the Tees 
They were 250, and not 10 of them ill, 
having been preferved by the excellence of the climate here from’ ete 
effects. even of equal intemperance with thofe below, of whom more 
than roo of thofe which came with Clive were unable to proceed 
any farther, and were left to garrifon the fa@tory. The Sepoys, 
in whatfoever quarters, had been preferved by the ufual regula- 
rity of their lives from all extraordinary illnefs. The whole 
force was 550 Europeans, including the artillery-men, and 1500 
Sepoys. On the 3d of December they arrived at Rajahmahal, and 
encamped within half a league of the Nabob’s army. He vifited 
Colonel Clive the next day, when the whole line was drawn out to 
receive him, and perfornted their exercife and fome evolutions, 
which he admired, and ordered 10,000 rupees to be difributed: 
amongft the foldiers. 
caddi Huffein, with 2000 horfe and 5000 foot, had fomie days 
before crofied the Ganges oppofite to Rajahmahal, where a river 
coming from the north leads into the midft of the Purneah country. 
The rebels, more difpirited by the approach of the Englifh troops, 
than the appearance of the Nabob’s, quitted their intrenchments, » 
which were ftrong, and difperfed before they were attacked. Soon 
after Ogulting was taken prifoner, on which all the other officers 
either Eea or fled the country ; and in lefs than a fortnight, by l 
the gth of December, Coddum Huflein was in quiet pofleffion of A 
the government. . 
The extinGtion of this rebellion, the tubmiflion of Runa $ 
and no appearance of the renewal of difturbance at Dacca, left th 
Nabob without any farther apprehenfions for the tranquillity of } Ben- 
gal, and determined him to march immediately to Patna a, fully. bent b 
on removing Ramnarain, who was ftill ftanding on his guard, but 
had been difappointed in his expectations, if he ever entertained any, 
of being joined by Sujah Dowlah, whom his own affairs detained” 
in his own countr y: Clive, feeing the time he had waited for, re- 
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fufed to accompany the Nabob to Patna, before all that remained to 
be paid and fettled of his agreements with the Englifh fhould be dif- 
charged and fulfilled. In aggravation of this dilemma, it was im- 
poffible to fatisfy the Englifh claims immediately, without the af- 
fiftance of Roydoolub, through whofe office, as duan, all money, 
bills, and patents, muft pafs; and on this ground Clive reprefented 
to the Nabob the abfurdity of their variance, and propofed a feri- 
ous reconciliation, of which he himfelf would be the guarantee. 
The neceflity of marching to Patna prevailed, and the Nabob, at 
Jeaft in appearance, acquiefced ; and on the notice, Roydoolub reco- 
vered, left the city, and arrived in the camp on the 23d of the 
month. He was the next day introduced by Mr. Watts to the Na- 
bob, who received him with every demonttration of cordiality. On 
the 3oth, the Nabob, Roydoolub, and Omarbeg, came to the tent 
of Clive, and Mr. Watts affifted at the conference. Before other 
bufinefs, the Nabob and Roydoolub made a folemn renunciation of 
all their former fufpicions and animofity. On the ftate of the ac- 
count of the treaty monies, there was now due near twenty- 
three lacks of rupees. Orders on the treafury at Muxadavad were 
figned for the immediate payment of 12 and a half lacks, 
and refcripts given on Omarbeg, as Phoufdar of Hughly, and 
on the Rajahs of Burdwan and Kifnagur, for the remaining half 
of the 23 lacks. Thefe refcripts are called tuncaws, and entitle the 
holder to receive to the amount from the treafuries of the diftri&ts 
on which they are given, as the revenues come in. ‘Tuncaws were 
likewife given on the fame diftricts for the next payment, amount- 
ing to 19 lacks, which would fall due in the enfuing April. The 
Nabob ordered Roydoolub to iffue under the feals of the Nabobfhip 
and Duanny the patents empowering the company to take pofleffion 
of the ceded lands fouth of Calcutta, with the authority of Zemin- 
darry ; which, being feudal lordfhip of land, does not extend to 
life; but to imprifonment on any occafion, and to the fcourge, even 
for the evafion of debt, efpecially to the government: but the Na- 
bob referved to himfelf the annual fum of 222,958 rupees arifing on 


thefe lands, and allowed by the Mogul government, as on many 
others 
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others in the province, as a jaghire, or penfion for live! expences 
without account. All thefe points were adjufted without difpute, or 


even the appearance of diffenfion ; but it was ftill more neceflary 


MEER JAFFIER. 


to fettle the object of the prefent expedition. The Nabob’s intention — 
to remove Ramnar ain, in or der to give the government of Patna to- 


one or other of his more immediate dependants, would inevitably 
be productive of long difturbance and confufion ; for it could not be 


doubted that Ramnarain, knowing the Nabob’s enmity to him, 


would, on the approach of the army, offer any terms to Sujah Dow- 
lah for his affiftance, unlefs prevented by affurances he could rely on, 
that it was not intended to difplace him. Obnoxious as Clive knew | 
the propofal would be, he made it ; adding to the obvious arguments, 
the neceflity to which the Englith troops might at any time during 


the campaign be reduced, by the arrival of a French force in the 
river, to return on fudden warning to defend Calcutta; when the — 


Nabob and his army might be left fighting with their own enemies in 
Behar. He then, as before in the cafe of Ramramfing and Roydoolub, 
offered his mediation if neceflary, promifing to preferve every right of 
the Nabob’s demands and authority. The Nabob again having no valid 
alternative to propofe; confented that Clive fhould write a letter to 
Ramnarain, advifing him to come and pay his refpeéts to the Na- 
bob on the road; and affuring him of fafety and favour. All thefe 
material points being fettled, it was refolved to march forward 


without delay. Thus ended the conference with feeming amity, but 
real grudge in the Nabob to Roydoolub and Clive, and not without _ 


fufpicions in them of him. 

On the 2d of January, three days after the conference, the army 
began to move from Rajahmahal. At the Nabob’s requeft the Eng- 
lifh led the van. Roydoolub, with his, amounting to 10000 men, 
and the artillery of the government, followed next; and the Nabob 
with the main body, amounting to 40000, brought up the rear: 
each had their fleet of boats ; and for the convenience ion provifions and 
encampment, as well as to prevent the occafions of quarrel among ft 


the refpective foldieries, it was agreed that the three ‘divifions fhould > 
always make their halts at the diftance | of one day’ s march from s 
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each other. ‘They followed the fame road as Major Coote had 
marched: ‘The progrefs of the troops of the government was con- 
tinually interrupted’ by halts to bring on their baggage and repair 
their artillery; and the Englifh were obliged to wait, as the Nabob 
did not like they fhould be far before him. On the 2gth he received 
letters from Dellii, advifing that the patents of his confirmation in 
the Nabobfhip had been made out, and titles granted to his fon and 
feveral others of his family ; and the Seats informed Colonel Clive, 
that he likewife was created a munfubdar or commander of 6090 
horfe, with feveral names. All the advices hitherto received from 
Patna, reported Ramnarain to be taking meafures for his defence, 
and that he had broken down the bridges on the road within 30 miles 
of Patna; but he had not then received the letter from Clive: as 
foon as it reached him, he wrote an anfwer, without any f{tipulation, 
or fign of miftruft, that he fhould proceed without delay to wait on 
Clive and the Nabob. Accordingly on the 22d he embarked in his 
boats, whilft his retinue of cavalry marched along the road, and on 
the 25th vifited Clive. The next day he proceeded, accompanied by’ 
Mr. Watts, to the Nabob, who received him with the attentions 
uiually teftified to his rank in the ftate, and requefted him to follow 
m the rear, in order to facilitate their communications on bufinets ; 
but in reality to mark his inferiority to the province. ‘This inten- 
tion efcaped not the obfervation of the camp, but even produced re- 
ports that the Nabob had placed him there, out of the reach of fuccour, 
in order to deftroy him; and Clive himfelf, not receiving cither let- 
ters or intelligence from him for feveral days, had the fame fufpi- 
cions, and wrote for explanation to Omarbeg and Roydoolub ; from 
whom, as well as Ramnarain, he received letters on the 3d of Fe- 
bruary, which fatisfied him of the fafety of Ramnarain’s perfon, but 
did not remove his apprehenfions that the Nabob meant him ill in 
other refpects. On the 4th the Enelith troops halted at Jaffier 
Cawn’s garden two miles from the Kelah or fort, which ftands at 
the eaft end of the city of Patna. Early the next morning, a large 
body of the Nabob’s troops were perceived marching to the left, and 
paling beyond the Englith towards the city, and Clive reccived pri- 
£ 2 ate 
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vate information that Coja Haddee, who commanded them, was 1758. 
ordered by the Nabob to fatter no troops, excepting his own divifion, oe 
to enter the gates until the Nabob himfelf fhould arrive there. This 
arrangement was intended to give a notion to the capital of the pro- 
vince, that the Englifh troops were as fubfervient to the Nabob as-his 
own. Clive waited until Coja Haddee’s divifion were in pofleflion of the 
gate, and then marchedup, demandingadmittance. Coja Haddee being 
attached to Roydoolub, and knowing his refpeé& and reliance on 
Clive, mentioned the general order he had received from the Na- 
-bob; but faid, that it could not be meant to extend to his friends 
the Englith, and admitted the troops with more pleafure than re- 
luctance. Clive, fatisfied with having eftablifhed the point of ho- 
nour, did not ftop, but continued his march through the city to the 
Englith factory, which {tands on the farther fide, very near the 
weftern gate. The next day, bemg the 6th, he received a letter 
from the Nabob, with inconfiftent excufes for the forced march of 
Cojee Haddee’s divifion, and requefting Clive to encamp at Banka- 
poor, which is five miles beyond the Englifh fatory, where the 
company have a large garden. Clive had before determined to do 
fo; and the troops proceeded thither immediately, ‘The day after, 
another letter defired him to move to Dinapoor, five miles farther, itt BE: 
becaufe the Nabob himfelf intended to encamp at Bankapoor. ‘This. ate 
defign of removing the Englifh troops to fuch a diftance, and of 
Kees the whole of the Nabob’s army between them and the city, 
raifed fufpicions, which correfponded with other intelligence. Pro-. 
mifes, delays, diftrefles, relief, were to be alternately employed, and 
bribes as the laft refource, to draw Clive to an acquiefcence to the 
Nabob’s defigns, which continued invariably to deprive Ramnarain of 
a government of Patna, and to confer it on his own brother Meer 
Guat when the other offices and departments of the province 
would be fhared amongft the favourites and dependants of his for- 
mer fortune. Roydoolub, who had always fufpected, was now con- 
vinced that fuch were the Nabob’s intentions, and, feeing his own 
deftruction blended with Ramnarain’s, united their councils, what-- 
{oever mig ht have been their former Conmeen without referve. av 
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Both by their emiffaries, for they dared not write, and the order 
of encampment prevented vilits, explained their ideas of the Nabob to 
Clive, and artfully infinuated dangerous intentions even againft the 
Enelith. Clive knew not what to apprehend, but did not entirely 
reject the opinion of treachery ; and to prevent it, croffed the whole 
of his army with the boats and ftores into a large ifland in the 
Ganges, which lies oppofite to Bankapoor, where they were fe- 
parated from immediate communication with the fhore. He at the 
fame time fent Mr. Watts to the Nabob, to difcover the meaning 
of his laft requeft, and to complain ferioufly of his condué to 
Ramnarain, whom he had kept in the camp inftead of permitting 
him to return with proper marks of dignity to the city, contrary to 
his promifes at Rajahmahal. Mr. Watts perceived no fymptoms of 
treachery in the Nabob, but likewife no willingnefs to conclude the 
bufinefs of Ramnarain, which he faid he fhould defer until he faw 
colonel Clive. On the 12th, the Nabob came into the city; and 
Ramnarain likewife, but without any marks of authority. The 


_Nabob kept his army on the eaftern fide, inftead of encamping 


‘them, as he had propofed at Bankapoor, to the weft. On the 14th, 


Clive vifited him, and this was the firft time they had met, fince 


they parted at Rajahmahal. The Nabob imputed the delay of 


Ramnarain’s appointment to Roydoolub, who had the accounts and 
arrangements to fettle. It is probable that Roydoolub, finding Clive 
lefs impreffed with refentment aghinft the Nabob than he wifhed, 
thought this delay would not fail to exafperate him; which the Na- 
bob now turned on himfelf, and had well nigh made a quarrel be- 
tween them, if Clive had not recollected the neceffity of fufpecting 
the views of all, and of entering into none beyond what was con- 
ducive to the public welfare. 

Much more time would probably have been wafted in the conflict 
of thefe intrigues, if news had not arrived from the weftward, which 


’ 


port 


Book VIII. 
port at Allahabad; and with thefe reports, arrived in the camp the 
Morratoe Subut, who, inftead of proceeding direétly to his govern- 
ment of Orixa, came from Nagore with a commiflion from Jonagee 
and Balagerow, to demand the arrears of chout due to the Morratoe 
nations from the province of Bengal, which amounted to 24 lacks 
of rupees. The vicinity of an army of Morratoes at this time 
in the Doab, not only proteéted Subut from indignity, but obliged 
Meer Jaffier to fupprefs any manifeftation of his former fufpicions 
of the union between him and Roydoolub; and the fame dread ren- 
dered the Englith as neceflary to him as when he took the field at 
Muxadavad ; and on the 23d, he performed the ceremony of dif- 
pofing of the government of Patna, {etting in full Durbar, attended 
by all his courtiers. A fuit of drefs with jewels ona golden plate was 
laid before him, which he ordered to be carried away immediately with 
an efcort to his fon Meerum at Muxadavad, whom he called Nabob 
of Patna. ‘Then another fuit of the fame prefents, which he gave 
with his own hand to Ramnarain,; pronouncing him deputy to 
Meerum in the Nabobfhip. The appointment of Meerum was 


MEER JAFFIER. 


merely nominal, not derogating from the authority of Ramnarain, - 


which continued refponfible to the Nabob alone, but rendering him 
liable to fome additional prefents; and the bargain for Ramnarain’s 
appointment had been fettled at feven lacks:of rupees, which were 
exacted under the pretext of a balance remaining due on the adjuft- 
ment of the accounts of the province. „Other fums, unknown, but 
fuppofed not inconfiderable, were likewife collected by the Nabob; 
for the chiefs of all the diftri€ts, as well Moors as Indians, were 
fummoned, as ufual in fuch vifitations, to pay homage, and none 
came empty-handed; and thofe againft whom were any real or fic- 
titious caufes of complaint, were feverely fined. Of thefe Comgar 
Cawn and Sunderfing, two petty rajahs in that part of the moun- 
tains which lie between the province of Behar and the diftri& of 
Berboin in Bengal, had been fighting for three months, and only 
laid down their arms on the approach of the Nabob. Both were 
fummoned to attend the Durbar. Comgar Cawn, who was moft in 
fault, evaded; and Sunderfing would not come until he received af- 

VoL. Il. Oo furances 
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farances from Clive of being treated with juflice. Pulwanfing, 
another of thefe Indian chiefs, whofe diftricts lye at the s.w. extre-- 
mity of the province amongft the mountains along the banks of 
the Caramnafla, was a notorious plunderer, and had incurred the re~ 
À fentment of Ramnarain : he likewife refufed to appear until he had 
: -received the fame fecurity. Thefe attentions to the mediation of i 
ie? Clive grated the Nabob’s mind, which returned to its former an- | 

| 

| 


1758 
February. 


tipathies, on intelhgence that neither the Morratoes nor Sujah 
i Dowlah were likely to profecute their intended project of invading 
peo Behar. Clive, neverthelefs, did not relax the rein. b- 
; All the falt-petre provided by the European fettlements in Bengal- 
is made in the country on the other fide of the Ganges above Patna. 
The farm was always monopolized, and had long been in the hands of 
Cojah Wazeed, the great merchant of Hughley. Difputes had often 
rifen between his fervants and thofe of the Englith fa€tory at Patna s 
and two months before they had come to blows; when two of the fac 
tory’s fervants were killed. This accident gave Clive the plea of 
afking the Nabob to grant the farm to the Englifh company, as the 
. only means of preventing fuch difputes in future.. He offered the 
+ s$ higheft terms at which the farm had'ever been rated, but the Na- 
_bob knew, that he could not exa&t on any ‘pretence from the com= 
pany the additional prefents, which the renter; whilft his fubje, 
could not refufe. This motive of his repugnance’was, however, 
below his dignity to acknowledge, and after many objections he 


nth. the campaign, and only the pay of two, amounting to- 
KONA RADA beei fupplied.. Although- the Rajahs'of Burdwan: 
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and Kifnagur had accepted the tuncaws given on their diftriéts, they 
had hitherto. paid nothing; and Omarbeg, as Phoufdar of Hughly, 
declared that he had no means of fatisfying any part of the 6,500,000 
rupees charged on him, excepting by giving a quantity of falt, 
which when: fold might produce two lacks. On this, Clive wrote 


to Roydoolub that he fhould fend his troops to afk their money fof. 


him, and fignified to the Nabob that he might {pare the Englifh 
five out of the feven lacks he was to receive from Ramnarain. The 
Nabob replied, that this very fum was appropriated to pay the Mo- 
gul’s tribute at Delhi, but offered bills on Ramnarain for two lacks, 
payable at 50,000 rupees a month, which Clive was contented to 
receive. ; ; 

The to and fro of thefe official difcuffions had brought the time 
to the 18th of March; and the Nabob, having now nothing to 
fear from foreign enemies before the end of the rainy feafon in Sep- 
tember, refumed his fir views of giving the government of Patna 
to Meer Coffim, but, ftill afraid to venture whilft the Englith troops 
remained in Behar, refolved to outftay them, and became as an- 
xious to fend them away as he had been to bring them with him. 
Knowing their want of money, he thought the more he fhould delay 
to fupply it, and poftpone their other bufinefs, the fooner they 
themfelves would become defirous of departing, to fave expence to 


no purpofe. 


Clive, fufpe@ing this cunning, infifted that Roydoolub fhould - 


immediately give fecurity for the deficiency of the Hughley tuncaws ; 
but Roydoolub was on the point of making a vift of devotion to 
Guyah, a town of great fanGity and pilgrimage, fituated at the foot 
of the mountains, 60 miles to the fouth of Patna. He fet out on the 


roth of March, and Clive refolved to remain until he returned : . 


but on the firft of April fent forward the main body of the Englifh 
troops on the road to Bengal, with orders to proceed flowly. ‘They 
were augmented by 1000 Sepoys, who had been levied in the Bodge- 
pore country, where the natives are much hardier than in Bengal, 
and even more than in any part of Behar. On the 7th, Roydoolub 

O o2 returned 
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returned from Guyah, and by this time the Nabob had taken the 
refolution of going to pay his devotions likewife, at a famous durgar, 
or tomb of a faint, near the town of Behar, which is fituated 40 
miles to the fouth-eaft of Patna: by this journey he faid no time 
would be loft, as it would require ten days to adjuft fome affairs. 
and accounts in difpute between his brother Meer Coflim and Ram- 
‘narain: he hoped in this interval that the Englifh troops would 
have been far advanced on their way, and Clive have joined them, 
in which cafe he intended to return to Patna, and remove Ramna- 
rain. But Clive refolved not to feparate himfelf from Ramnarain 
until he faw him out of danger, and advifed Roydoolub likewife, 
although in the field, to keep at hand. A momentary inftant of ge- 


_ neral fatisfaétion and compliments occurred on the 14th by the arri- 


val of meffengers from Delhi, with the authentic patents of the ho- 
norary titles conferred on the Nabob, his relations, and Clive: they 
likewife brought funnuds, or the commiffion for the Nabobfhip, but 
deficient in fome effential formalities, which were withheld until the 
Nabob fhould have remitted a fum of money to Delhi: the funnuds 
were, neverthelefs, proclaimed as fully valid, and few knew the con- 
trary. The next day, the Nabob proceeded to Behar; and, feeing 
that Clive full remained at Patna, inftructed his brother Meer Coffim: 
to difflemble, who accordingly pretended to be perfe&ly fatisfied 
with the adjuftment of his affairs with Ramnarain, and promifed to. 
leave Patna and come to Muxadavad as foon as he had fettled his- 
more private concerns; and the Nabob himéelf, inftead of returning. 
as he had intended from Behar to Patna, proceeded from thence on the- 

24th ftraight acrofs the country to Bar on the bank of the Ganges,. 

about 35 miles below Patna, where the main body of his army and 

their fleeet of boats were affembled; on which Clive left the city,. 

carrying Ramnarain with him, to take leave of the Nabob. On the- 

30th, the Nabob Roydoolub, and Ramnarain, met by appointment on. 
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day on his return: he then ordered a part of his army to march 

on to Muxadavad, and kept the reft to amufe himfelf with in. 
hunting. along the hills; but confented that Roydoolub fhould ac- 

company Clive, in order to difcharge the deficiencies of the balances 

of money due on the treaties. Thus ended this political campaign, in 
which an army of 50,000 men had marched 300 miles out of their 
own province, and continued four months in the field, without firing, 
a mufket ; but produced the full accomplifhment of all that Clive 
intended, who maintained his decifion over all interefts, by not’ 

yielding. to the prejudices of partiality, or the proffers of privet 

advantage. 

The F rench party which had efcaped from Dacca to Rungpore,, 
had raifed a mud fort not far from the foot of the mountains, on the 
bank of the river Tefta, in which they maintained themfeives un-- 
molefted, until Coffim Ally, the Phoufdar of the country, received. 
the Nabob’s orders to attack them; when they were furrounded by- 
a great number of his peoplé, who in lefs than a month reduced: 
them to famine; on which they embarked in their boats, and went: 
down the river, intending to regain the Great Ganges ; but were 
followed and harrafled fo much, that they landed again, but on~ 
the other fide of the river, and marched to the neighbouring town- 
of Dinagepore, the capital of a Rajah, who with much timidity 


was a good man, which Mr. Courtin knowing, refrained from.any- 


violence to his people; who were. all as timorous as the Rajah. 
himfelf, and maintained the party with provifions, until an officer: 
at Mr. Courtin’s requeft came from Coffimbuzar, to whom they fur- 
rendered prifoners, and were received with {fome terms of indulgence. . 
Their number was reduced from 30 Europeans to 11,. and from 100°» 
to 30 Sepoys... 

The {mall number of troops left in Calcutta: after the army took the | 
field with Colonel Clive, was not fufficient tokeep uptheneceflary guards . 
with fufficient ftri&nefs; which encouraged the French prifoners . 
to attempt their efcape. ‘The building of the gaol was not fufficient - 
to.hold them; and, as the enclofure had very high walls, they-were.. 


permitted. 
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permitted to remain in the area; taking advantage of this liberty, 
-they dug under the wallin a-part unfrequented and covered with 
-bufhes, and in the night of the-18th of December, all of them, 
‘being go, efcaped through the hole, and before morning moft of 
them had croffed the river, and not one was immediately retaken. 
“Some were ‘fufpected to have gone to the Danith factory oppofite 


- Hughley; but the agents there would not admit the fearch. A 


: month after r were {topped in Midnapore; and in the month of 
March, 30 more-at Cutteck, going through Orixa, to join their 


-countrymen‘in Chicacole. 


The fquadron with Mr. Pococke failed for the coaft of Coro- 


‘mandel, in the beginning of February; the condemnation of the 


Kent, and the difpatch of the floop to England, had reduced it to 
three {hips of the line, and two frigates of 20 guns. Their de- 


sparture, frequent although vague reports from fea of French ar-~ 
“maments, the expectation of fending a great part of the Englith 


force into the field again with the Nabob, and above all the recent 
remembrance of calamity, had determined the prefidency to provide 
for the future fafety of Calcutta, by raifing a fort capable of the 
utmoft defence; and all the natives which could be hired were con- 


stinually employed in the work. The fpot was chofen 1200 yards 


to the fouth of the-old fort; but not fo near the river. 

Various reports had been brought to Muxadavad, during the 
campaign to Patna. In February, foon after Ramnarain joined the 
camp on the road, it was faid that the Nabob had caufed him to be 
affaffinated ; but, at the fame time, came other news, that the Ra- 
jah Sunderfing, by the inftigation of Roydoolub, had fallen on the 
Nabob’s quarters in the night, and had killed him in his tent. How- 
ever improbable, Meerum believed both reports, and affembled all the 
forces quartered round the-city : this alarm was foon quieted by au- 
thentic letters-from the camp.; but the fame principles of fufpicion 
and animofity had driven Meerum. to greater excefles of apprehen- 


fion, on the approach of Colonel Clive and Roydoolub returning 
from the campaign. 
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The Coffimbuzar river from January to June is too fhallow for yi 
boats of burthen, which obliged the Englifh troops, with their heen 
fleet, to keep along the great river, until they came to Bogwon- ra 
gola, and from whence they marched acrofs the ifland to Muxadavad, 
where Clive arrived on the 15th, and found the whole city in the 
utmoft confternation ; and on the fame day, he received advices of. 


great importance from the coaft of. Coromandel ; to which our nar~ 
xative now returns. 


Enp of the Er1cutH Books. 
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HE new year opened in the Carnatic with as little a€tivity as the 
laft had clofed. ‘The French troops remained in Pondicherry 
waiting the arrival of their expected armament from Europe, during 
which, Mr. Soupire, as he fays in a memoir he has publifhed, en- 
tered into a negociation with two Jemautdars of the Englifh Se- 
poys to furprize Tritchinopoly, by means of the French prifoners. 
Four hundred were in confinement in the city, and 50 or 60 had at 
various times been received into the Englifh fervice, and in the end 
of December, foon after Calliaud returned from Madrafs, two of 
the enlifted Frenchmen accufed one De la Forge, who had been 
accepted as a furgeon’s mate, that. he had tampered with them to 
concur in a project, by which the foreigners in the fervice of the 
garrifon were to murder the Englifh guards in the night, then 
open the prifons, arm the prifoners, and with their affiftance, over- 
power the reft of the troops. Four other Frenchmen avowed the 
fame converfation with De la Forge, who, with much obftinacy, 
denied that he had ever {poken one word to any one of them: he 
was however hanged two days after his trial. This might have 
been the firft opening of Mr. Soupire’s fcheme, although he fays 
nothing of it; but nothing was difcovered of his confpiracy with 
the Sepoys, which he feems to have protracted until the end of 
April. ; x 
Enfign Banatyne at Outramalore, receiving intelligence that 200 
of the French Sepoys at Carangoly had deferted on fome difpute 
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with the renter, and that the reft were inclined to mutiny, marched 
on the night of the 25th of January, with 500 Sepoys, and 50 Euro- 
peans, and an hour before day-break made an aflault by efcalade on a 
_ part of the wall, which was in a ruinous condition ; but they were 
_repulfed with the lofs of 11 Sepoys killed, and 2 Europeans wounded. 
Slight as this was, no action of equal enterprize paffed in the con- 
tending diftrifts until the end of April, although the mutual incur- 
fions were as frequent as before; but being always levelled at de- 
fencelefs villages, they carried the reproach of robbery, more than 
the reputation of war; and each fide lofing as much as it gained by 
- thiefe depredations, the French officer at Vandiwath propofed a con- 
> ference to put an end to them, and Banatyne was permitted to treat 
with him. 

: The reports which the French government fpread with much di- 
ligence, of their approaching fuperiority on the coaft of Coro- 
mandel, encouraged even the moft infignificant chiefs, which held 
under the Nabob, or the company, to queftion or infult their autho- 
xity. In the vaft plain which occupies the Carnatic, from the lati- 
tude of Puliacate to the river Coleroon, are many tracts of fand ly 
ground {pread amongf{t the richeft diftriéts of the country. ‘Thefe 
foils having always been neglected by the labourer, and left to nature, 
propagate abyndance of ufelefs vegetation. In fome, which with 
care would rear the coco-nut, the eaftern palms prevail, a féw of 
which, rifing to their full growth, {pread their feeds with the wind, 
which in a fucceffion of time cover the whole extent with plants, 
that ftrangling one another by their multitude, remain ftunted, and 
-create the ftubborneft of thickets. Others of thefe traés, ea 
of bearing the palm kinds, will only produce a ftrong and {preading 

= fhrub, which rifes to the height of eight or nine feet, and forms 
be _ one continued | coppice. Many of thefe wilds are from 15 to 40 
ts aaa es in circumference, and all of thefe extents are pofleffed by petty 
with their clans of half-favage Tubje&s, whofe occupation 
i neighbouring villages i in the night, and in the day to 
ds of _yenifon 4 and game, in which they are fo expert, 
y fail, on the fhorteft notice, to onpiodinse the quantity 

~ -demanded 
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demanded by any perfon in authority. By thefe Bs and 
fometimes a fmall prefent of money, and now and then ridding the 
country of a tiger, they compenfate their thefts, which are rarely 
attended with bloodfhed, or violencs ; when they are, troops march, 
their hamlets are burnt, and prifoners taken, the chief himfelf in 
preference, who atone feverely for the mifdeeds, whether of them- 
{elves or their fellows. Two of thefe Polygars, between whofe 
woods the fort of Trepaffoor is fituated, ventured in the end of -Ja- 
nuary to make incurfions, not only into the diftri&ts dependant on 
this fort, but even into thofe of Pondamalee, within 15 miles of 
Madrafs, and carried off large quantities of grain and cattle from 
the villages; on which the commandant, Jemaul Saib, who had re- 
turned from Tinivelly to Madrafs, was ordered to march againtt 
them with four companies of Sepoys. The one, named Rangapah 
Naigue, immediately afked pardon, and made reftitution and atone- 
ment: but the other, Wardapah Naigue, ftood on his defence, until 
Jemaul Saib had penetrated i into his woods, and burnt feveral of the, 
hamlets concealed in them; on which, he fubmitted likewife, oan 
the Sepoys were withdrawn. i 
The army of the Morattoes under the command ofi Balaventrow, ; 
which, in the preceding year, had defeated the Nabob of Cudapah, 
who fell in the battle, found notwithftanding this victory, that they 
could not eafily compleat the redu€tion of the country; for Abdull, 
Nabey Cawn, the coufin-german and neareft relation of the de- 
ceafed Nabob, threw himfelf with a ftrong force into the ftrongeft 
fortrefs of the province called Sidout, near the town of Cudapah and the 
late field of battle; and others of the Pitan Captains ftood on their de- 
fence in their refpective holds, the fieges of which would employ pore 
time than the extent of Balaventrow’s expedition. He RH 2, ent 
agents to negotiate with Abduil Nabey ; but likewife detached p parties 
to harrafs the diftri&s adjacent to the forts which held out; du ring 
which he marched himfelf with the main bady of his army Ace 
the province of Cudapah to the eaftward, and, when arrived on the 
confines of the Carnatic to the Niv. formed three divifions, one a 
which went againft the Polygar Bomrauze ; the other entered t 
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1758.  diftri&ts of Damarlah Venketappah and Bangar Yatcham-naigue ; 
ae and with the third he appeared himfelf before Nelore. The Na- 
9 ~ bob, ain fettling the treaty of tribute in the preceding year with 
Armetrow, the deputy of Balaventrow, gave, in the general afleff- 
ment on his vaflals, an order on each of thefe Polygars to pay him 
70,000 rupees, and the pretence on which Balaventrow now com- 
menced hoftilities againft them was, that the affeflment meant only 
the rate of the atual year, whereas they owed, he faid, for the fix be- 
fore; and the reafon he gave for attacking Nelore was, to prevent Na- 
zeabulla from marching again{ft the Nabob, with a large body of French 
troops, which he heard were advaucing to join him from Mr. Bufly’s 
army; but Nazeabullah, having without hefitation paid him a fum 
adequate to his expeétations, he a few days after wrote to the Nabob, 
recommending:a reconciliation between them. His detachments Hie 
dered the fair towns of Venkati Gherri and Calaftri; and all the three 


ii Polygars were ‘fo frightened, that, in expectation of the affiftance 
ee vf the Englith, each of them gave bonds and fecurity for the payment 

j! of their tribute to the Nabob, which were not equal to the demands of 
i i Balaventrow; immediately after this the Morattoes left their coun- 
Jeane try, as the Polygars believed, from refpe&t to the remonftrances 


of the prefidency, but in reality purfuant to orders received at this 
time from Balagerow : they returned into Cudapah, where Balaven- 
_ trow concluded at Sidout a treaty with Abdul Nabey Cawn, by 
which it was agreed, that the country fhould be equally divided be- 
Be twixt them : and the Morattoes were put in pofleffion of Goram- 
a condah, _a ftrong fort and pafs midway in the range of mountains, 
which bound the province of Cudapah to the weft. A part of the 
“army V was left to guard the fhare of the Morattoes in the province, 
and Eon, with the reft, recroffed the weftern mountain ce 
rr gicbed sivas ae gS at the ome time the detach- 
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10 miles from the famous pagoda of Tripetti, which Abdulwahab - 1758. - 
endeavoured to perfuade the company’s renter to deliver up: but the - ae 
renter referred him to Madrafs, and he was deterred from the hof- 
tilities he intended, by the march of Jemaul Saheb againft the poly- 
gars of Trepaflore. Not knowing therefore what to do with his- 
troops, who clamoured for pay, he fent them under the command 
of his principal officer to Mortizally of Velore, who was preparing 
to attack the fort of Tripatore, at the bottom of the valley of Va- 
niambady. We are ignorant on what pretenfions thefe hoftilities 
were founded, but they were undertaken with much earneftnefs : 
for, befides his own, and the troops of Abdulwahab, the Phoufdar 
likewife engaged the body of Morattoes then in his town with 
Armetrow. ‘The whole force was 4000 horfe and 6000 foot; but 
the fort of T'ripatore was of difficult approach ; and on the 8th of 
February, the day after the batteries were opened, a cannon-balk 
killed Armetrow; which being perceived by the garrifon, they fallied,, 
routed the befiegers, and took their cannon. ‘The Morattoes imme- 
diately after this defeat quitted the country, and joined their main body 
in Myfore ; and the troops of Mortizally and Abdulwahab returned 

to their homes. 

Mr. Pocock, with the fhips of war from Bengal arrived at Madrafs: 
on the 24th of February ; they had been abfent 17 months on the- 
expedition. ‘The two frigates were immediately detached to cruize 
off Pondicherry. Some days after, arrived the Queenfborough frigate, iina 
which Admiral Stevens had difpatched with advices to Madrafs, from: wi 
whence fhe had been fent to Bengal, and now returned from thence. ` 
On the 24th of March, Admiral Stevens himfelf arrived from Bom- ~ 
bay with 4 fhips of the line; and on the yes of es the oe n: 
dron failed to the fouthward. ba aS bine 

The Myfore general Hyderally, after his retreat ini Madura'in the aii 
end of the preceding year, continued at Dindigul, waiting the arrival: 
of a body of French troops, with which he intended toreturn to the — 
attack; and in the interval Mahomed Iffoof marched with his army back 
from Chevelpetore to the city of Madura, and fet to-work to repair 
the fortifications. As the French troops in the Pagoda of Seringham: - 


February, — 
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Ea not be diminithed without danger from the gatrifon in Tritch- 
4 inopoly, Mr. Soupire fent the force he intended for Hyderally from 

Pondicherry ; and from the reftraint laid on all his military operations, 
they were no more than 300 Sepoys and 75 Europeans, who arrived 
at Dindigul i in the end ae January. They were commanded by Mr. 


a a ee before Tritchinopoly in the year 17.53, from which time he had 
se continued a prifoner on his parole until the month of O&ober of 
-~ the preceding year, when he was exchanged. On -his arrival at 
Dindigul, he found Hyderally prefled by urgent affairs to- return to 
-Seringapatam, the capital of My‘fore, we broke the icheme of 
i attackine Madura ; foon after the interview, Hyderally departed, and 
s Mr. Aftruc returned to the pagoda of Seringham, where he arrived 
$ - on the zoth of March, and, having been long ill, died on th ae 
= he was a gallant and worthy. man. 
"February. The agent {ent by the Nabob to Maphuze Khan arrived at Nelli- 
tangaville on the 28th of February, and found him there, encamped 
in paltry tents, with 50 horfe, oftentatious of his poverty, Bea 
ing much difcontent againit his allies, and much attachment to th 
Nabob ; but when terms of reconciliation were propofed, acne 
B e would, fatisfy him than the government of the whole country 
_ as an appanage in fee; indeed he was never mafter of his own 
opinion, and at prefent not of his will, for the weftern polygars, 
_ elated by the rifing fuperiority of the een in the Carnatic, took 
7 . the field, and obliged him, who depended upon them for his fub- 
_ fiftence, to lend his name, and to appear with them in perfon as the 
_ pretenfion of their hoftilities: the army was compofed of the troops of 
- the Pulitaver, of Vadaghern, of the three minor polygars, Cotaltava, 
tahi acacourch, and Savandah ; and from the aeti n fide, of Etiaporum, 


ol ygar UP under the palie ani font 
to the fouth of Chevelpetore, to enter fo far 
admi pact. the Politaver* ‘s Colleries into 

C ) Bt: made depredations into the ad- 
jacent 


‘Aftrue, the fame officer who had been defeated by Major Lawrence | 


the epgndant of Ratcbomingigne, who himfelf continued aE ee. 
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jacent country, whilft Mahomed Iffoof, apprehenifive of the attival 1758: 
of Hyderally and the French, kept his force collected in Madura. “-~—~ 
As foon as the news of Hyderally’s departure was confirmed, Ma- a 
homed Iffoof took the field and marched againft Shatore. ‘The poly- 
gar on his appearance made fubmiffions, turned out the Pulitaver’s 
men, and paid a fine in money ; but as foon as the Englifh troops. 
returned to Chevelpetore, he rénewed his depredations; on whieh 
Mahomed Ifloof attacked the fort again, which the polygar, after a 
flight refiftance, abandoned ; and one of his relations was appointed 
in his ftead. In the mean ‘time, the confederates had, in various at- 
tacks from Nellitangaville, taken all the pofts between this place and 
Tinivelly, and many of the men placed to guard them were put to 
tlie fword: at Tirancourchy, which was taken by aflault in ‘the 
night, 27 horfemen, anda greater number of Sepoys, were killed. 
The confederates, elated with thefe fuccefles, threatened ‘all who did 
not join them, and attacked the polygar of Outamalee, becaufe he 
had refufed. _ They likewife prepared to take pofleflion of Tinivelly, — 
and boafted that they would reduce the fort of Palamcotah. But the 
approach of Mahomed Ifloof from Chevelpetore {topped their pro~ 
grefs, nor had they courage to give him battle; but, having 
ftrengthened the pofts they had taken, retreated to Nellitangaville, 
fending, however, detachments to harrafs and interrupt his ope- 
‘rations; but without fuccefs ; for all their parties which ventured to: 
meet, or could not avoid the encounter of the Sepoys, were beaten, 
and by the end of April all the pofts which had been taken: were 
recovered. Mahomed Iffoof then refolved to carry the war into the 
‘enemy’s country, and to begin with the polygar of Vadagherri, al- 
‘though the moft diftant, becaufe the moft powerful of the alliance.. 
His villages in the plain were in flames, and the troops had begun to 
penetrate into the wood which enclofes his fort, when Moof received 
‘advices and inftructions from the prefidency at Madrafs, and from Cap- _ 
tain Calliaud at Tritchinopoly, which called him and the troops un-- 
der his command to fervices of much greater necefflity and importance- 
' At daybreak, onthe 28th of April, a fquadron of 12 fail were 
defcried franding” in from various points of the compa{s. for the road” 
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of Fort St. David, where the Englifh frigates, Triton and Bridge- 
water, iene to be: at anchor. It was foon perceived that ine 

ftrangers were French ; and two or three of the fhips beingto the 
north of the road, whilft the reft were advancing from the fouth, 

precluded the efcape of the frigates, as the wind blew from the offing. 

The captains, therefore, prudently refolved to run their fhips afhore, 

in order to preferve the men, which they effected without lofin g any. 

The French fquadron was commanded by the Count D’Aché. 

After fome change in the fhips which were firft appointed, he failed 
from Breft on the 6th of March of the preceding year, with the pii 
Zodiac of 74 guns, the Belliqueux of 70, the Superbe of 64, be- 
longing to the navy of France, and a 50 gun {fhip, with a frigate 
belonging to the Eaft-India Company. Ont board of thefe fhips was 
es embarked the regiment of Lally, confifting of 1080 men, 50 of the 
royal artillery, a great number of officers of ditington: and 

the count de Lally, Colonel of the regiment of his name, lieutenant 
- general in the French army, and now appointed Governor-general 
s : with the moft extenfive powers over all the French poffeflions and 
i -eftablifhments in India. The fhips had fcarcely got clear of the land, 
when a fquall of wind carried away the main-top gallant and the 
mizen top-maft of the Belliqueux, on which fhe made the fignal of 
diftrefs, and was obliged to anchor near the fhore in bad ground. 
The Zodiac immediately tacked, and worked clofe-hauled to affitt her, 
and the {quall continuing, carried away the main and fore- topmatt of 
this fhip likewife. Thefe accidents induced Mr. D’Aché to return im-. 
mediately into the port of Breft, as affording the {peedieft means of re- 
pairing the damages. In the fhort interval between the final orders for 
the departure of the fquadron, and the advices of its return into Brett, 
the French miniftry at Verfailles had received fuch finifter accounts of 
the French affairs in Canada, that they changed the deftination of the 
{hips Belliqueux and Superbe, and appointed them to America; and 

eee to remain at Breft, until joined by other fhips 
uo! ce; which, however, the navy of France, in this time: 
AS, as not able to {pare from its other neceffities. But the 
In ndia Hapy had feveral fhips, built exprefsly to ferve 
3 when 
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-expetation of this benefit, the fquadron failed on the 25th of Sep- 


 fumptions; and Mr. Lally went away in the Count de Provence of 
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when required, as men of war, of which four had failed in De- sh 


cember, with the regiment of Lorrain ; and three were now added. 

to the two Mr. D’Aché already had under his command ; and he was. 

to take the others at the Hle of France. The delays of aflembling 
the Company’s fhips from Port 1’Orient retarded his departure from ~ 
Breft until the 4th of May. The {hips carried with them a malignant. 
fever, at that time reigning in the port. On the 23d of July they 
anchored at Rio de Janeiro in Brazil, having loft 300 men of all 
kinds by the fever, which continued even in this climate, although — 
healthier than moft in the world: having waited two months in. 


tember; and after a paflage of 85 days, ftill infected with the ficknefs, 
arrived on the 18th of December at the Hle of France. Here they 
found the fhips which had carried the regiment of Lorrain, returned 
from Pondicherry. Taking thei crews and fuch of the fhips as he - 
chofe, Mr. D’Aché formed the fquadron, with which he now ap- 
peared on the coaft. They failed from hence on the 27th of Ja- 
nuary. It would be ufeful to know their rout, in order to avoid it ; 
for their pafiage was very long, not making the coaft until the 2 asth 
of April, when the Diligent was fent forward to Karical to get in- 
telligence of the Englith {quadron ; and returning on the 27th with- 
out any, ftruck on a fand-bank, which detained. all the {hips the 
reft of the day in getting her afloat. On the 28th they aie” as 
we have feen, before Fort St. David. 

Every fuccefs was expe&ed to follow the arrival of this arma- 
ment in India. The fhips were to drive the Englifh fqùadron off 
the coaft, the troops with thofe already at Pondicherry were to dez 
molifh the Englifh fettlements; and fuch was the confidence of not . 
meeting an enemy in the field, that the inftructions formed at Ver- 
failles ordered Mr. Lally to open his operations by the fiege of Fort 
St. David, before which the fhips anchored, in order to land the 
troops as foon as thofe from Pondicherry could march to mveft the 
place. The wreck of the two Englifh frigates confirmed thefe pre- 
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60 guns, attended by a frigate called the Diligente, to proclaim hi 
Won. ih Qq commiffion if. 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar C d by S undation USA - i s 
5 4 ae 


Tue WAR or CoROMANDEL. Book 1X, 


-commiffion, and give the neceflary orders at Pondicherry ; he landed 

at five in the afternoon, and was received with ali the diftinctions an- 4 
nexed to his authority. In the mean time the other fhips worked 
VSS in, and anchored off of Cudalore, two miles to the fouth of Fort St. 

‘naa ~ David. - 
BEN.” - The Englifh fquadron having in ten days w Sked as high to wind- 
- wal as the head of Ceylon, ftood in again for the coaft, which they 

made on the 28th, off Negapatam, and proceeding along fhore, dif- 
covered at ninethe next morning the French fhips riding off Cud- | 
dalore, which immediately weighed and bore down towards Pondi- a 
cherry, throwing out fignals to recal the Comte de Provence and the . 
Diligente ; but they not weighing in obedience to the f{ummons, the 
{quadion ftood out to fea £. by x. the wind blowing from the s. £. Mr. 
Pocock, on the firft fight of the French {quadron, had thrown out the | 


fignal for chace, which implies, that every fhip is to puth with 
crowded fail, and without regard to each other, in purfuit of the enemy, 
until countermanded bya different fignal. At half: an hour after twelve, 
his fhips were within a league of the enemy, who were formed, and 
waiting for them in a line of battle a~-head; when Mr. Pocock hauled 
down the chacing fignal, brought to on the ftarboard tack, hoifted 
his colours, and made a fignal for the line a-head, and to be formed 
at the diftance of half a cable, or roo yards, one {hip from another. 
The Tyger failing ill, and the Cumberland much worfe, were at 
this time fo far a-ftern of the other fhips, that it was ten minutes: 
paft two, before they got up to their allotted {tations in the line ; 
which being now formed, the Admiral made the fignal to bear down, 
each {hip in the exaé direction to the antagonift fhe was intended to 
encounter, according to the difpofition of the two lines; and this 
was explained by continuing the diftinGtive fignal of the line of battle 
ahead, joined to that of bearing down. - 
The French line confifted of nine fail, all, excepting the Zodiac, 
ae of oes more guns than they mounted, and fhe ATEA 


) ae \by the Bien Aimé of 58, next “ats Conde of A4, 
AA 7 and 
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every fhip is’ to do fo likewife, at the fame diftance from its refpe@tive - 
opponent, as the admiral lies from his. But the Cumberland, from 
{ome unaccountable defect, was fo unmanageable, that in bearin 


the Cumberland. The fignal for the line of battle a-head, vhi 


enemy, was miftaken by the Newcaftle and Weymouth, t to mean that 


Book IX. THE SQUADRONS. 
and next the Duc of Orleans of 50: Thefe were the van: In 
the centre was the Zodiac of 74, on which Mr. D’Aché hoifted his 
flag. The four fhips which formed the rear, were the Saint Louis 
of 50, immediately after the Zodiac, then the Moras of 44, the e Syl- 
phide of 36, and the Duc de Bourgogne of 6o guns clofed the 


line. 


The Englifh line, having only feven fhips to nine, were to chufe 
their opponents accordingly. Mr. Pocock in the Yarmouth of 74> 
was the centre, and fteered for the Zodiac, the centre of the enemy’s 
line. In confequence the Tyger of 60 guns, which led the Englith 
Van, bore down for the Vengeur; the Salifbury of 50, for the 
Bien Aimé; and the Elizabeth of 64, in which Admiral Stevens 
hoifted his flag, and was the fhip a-head of Mr. Pocock, neglecting 
the Condé, bore down for the Duke of Orleans, which ranged im- 
mediately a-head of M. D’Aché. In confequence, likewife, the 
Cumberland of 70, which was to be next a-ftern of Mr. Pocock, 
fhould have fteered for the Saint Louis, the Newcaftle of 50 for the 
Moras, and the W epee of 60, neglecting the Sylphide, fe the 
Duc de Bourgogne. ji ite 

This was underftood. it is likewife generally wndetitade® that 
when the Admiral brings to, and throws out the fignal to engage, 


down, fhe could not be got to wear clear of Ti Y armouth, tliat is, 

to keep on her left ina but at every endeavour flew up on, the 

Yarmouth’s weather-quarter, or to the right. Bet ie + 
But another mifchance happened, which was affected — byt 


was kept flying on board the admiral, whilft bearings down © 


the fhi ps were to go down a-ftern ofone another, inftead of continuing 
on the left of each other, until they fhould hawl the wind to prefent 


their Wrona on gie fi T for en an when this ee Woule a 
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the Newcaftle kept behind the Cumberland, and the Weymouth 

behind the Newcaftle, and as the Cumberland had not got into the 

line (or into the wake of the Yarmouth) when the fignal for engage~ 

ae ment was thrown out, the other two fhips were {till farther off 
from the enemy’s, and the laft the farthett. 

Mr. Pocock faw the miftakes and embarraflments, and, whilft bear- 

$ ing down, threw out fignals to reGtify them, which were not underftood 

by the Newcattle and Weymouth, and could not be obeyed by the 

Cumberland. Neverthelefs,. it was neceflary to.go.on ; for the whole 

of the enemy’s line began to fire hotly, as foon as the Englith thips 

came within random fhot, and with the. chance of much advantage, 

as the Englifh fhips bearing down prefented their heads, and were 

- expofed to be raked fore and aft until they formed the line, and pre- 

fented their broadfides for battle: but luckily the enemy’s fire con- 

os tinued without aim. Mr. Pocock did not return a fingle fhot until 

his fhip hawled up with her broadfide oppofite to the Zodiac’s, 

when the three fhips of the van were likewife got into their proper 

ftations : he then, at 55 minutes paft three, threw out the fignal, and 

the fire mftantly became general throughout the line, for the three 

hips of the rear, although out of certain aim, were within reac! 

of chance execution. In five minutes the Sylphide bore away under 

the lee of the Zodiac, although fhe had only received the diftant 

i {hot of the Newcaftle and Weymouth ; but fhe had only been ad- 

mitted into the line to impofe by fhew. In 15 minutes the Duc 

de Bourgogne, the laft of the enemy’s rear, quitted her ftation like- 

wife, and went off in the fame direGtion as the Sylphide, although 

the had only been expofed to the fire of the Weymouth, and was 

mot much damaged. About the fame time the Conde, the third and 

_ weakeft of the enemy’s van, received a thot which difabled her 

tudder, and obliged her likewife to quit the line. “The Englith and 

tench admirals, Pocock and D’Aché, as with a fpirit of duel, kept 

‘clofe and diretted their fire entirely againft each other, and the en- 

gagement had likewife been fierce between the two vans, and continu- 


th = qu arter of thd Yarmouth, that fhe had. net roem to wear, 
Z aad 


fter the Conde bore away. “(he Cumberland ftill flung up fo. 
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and get into her ftation, and at length backed her topfails toobtain it 17 58. 
by falling aftern ;- which fucceeded, but not until the had- dropt ——_ 
` below her opponent the Saint Louis, and at a confiderable diftance 
from the Yarmouth which the was to fecond ; during this operation, 
the Newcaftle and Weymouth, in erder to keep their proper diftances, 
backed likewife, and both fell below the Moras, the laft remaining of 
the enemy’s rear ; and were thus likewife left without any fhip to fire “ 
at. But after the Cumberland had fet fail, and gained her proper fta- 
tion, the Newcaftle ftill kept back, and failed to clofe the line, on 
which the Weymouth hailed her to do fo, which not being attended to, . 
fhe hawled the wind, fet fail, and, pafling to windward of the New- 
caftle, came properly into the line, a-breaft of the Moras, during which 
the Cumberland was well engaged with the Saint Louis, and took off . 
the fire of her forward guns, which fhe had for fome timé employed’ 
againft the quarter.of the Yarmouth. Mr. Pocock had continually - 
thrown out fignals for the rear to get in order, and now continued: 
them for the Newcaftle. A great explofion of powder had blown. 
up in the Zodiac, another in the Bien Aimé ; the Moras, although 
by much the weakeft of the enemy’s fhips, had fought with as 
‘much aétivity as any of them; and when attacked by the frefh and: 
fuperior fire of the Weymouth, ftood it with -great lofs for 10 
minutes, when fhe quitted the line, fhattered.and admired.. Mie- 
—D’Aché continually made the fignals of the fugitives to rejoin the line.. 
‘The engagement had continued an hour and a half, when the Tyger, 
which led:the Englith van, having loft her foretop fail yard, could? 
not keep her ftation, but fell flanting a-head of her opponent, the 
Vengeur, on which this fhip, favoured at the fame time by a {mall 
change of the wind, hauled up, and began to get to windward of* 
the Tyger’s.quarter, over which fhe would then have had every” 
advantage, and with fafficient refiftance againft the Salifbury behind 3: 
and by this time the Comte de Provence, with the Diligente, were 
-advanced ‘from Pondicherry within a league of the battle.. Neverthe-- 
jefs Mr. D’Aché finding that the fhips which had bore away did not 
xeturn, made the general fignal, and bore down towards them, Mes 
tending afterwards.to take up the Comte de Provence, and with hers 
x _ >. icn 
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to wait the renewal of the engagement, if the Englifh chofe. But 
the rigging in the greateft part of their line was fo exceflively 
_ damaged, that the kech outfailed them three feet to one; on 
-which Mr. Pocock hauled the flag of battle down, and fummoned 
his c captains. They were Latham of the Tyger, Somerfet of the 
Salifbury, Kempenfelt of the Elizabeth with Admiral Stevens, Har- 
rilon of the Yarmiouth with Mr. Pocock, Brereton of the Cumber- 
Jand, Leg of the Newcaftle, and Vincent of the Weymouth. 
The lofs on board the Englifh {quadron was 29 killed, and 89 
wounded, in allr18. In the Yarmouth 7 were killed and 32 wound- 
ed, in the Salifbury 8 and 16; the Cumberland 7 and 13; none 
were killed, and only 5 roundel in the Weymouth and Newcaftle 
-~ together; the reft fell nearly equal in the Tyger and Elizabeth. 
‘The killed and wounded in the French {quadron amounted by their 
own accounts to 500. In the Zodiac alone more than in all the 
2g fhips, being 35 and 115, including 60 {corched by their 
. own gun- powder ; 40 were killed in the Bien Aimé; 32 in the 
it “Moras, 13 in the Vengeur, 13 in the Saint Louis, 12 in the Duc 
eet, Orleans, 6 in the Duc de Bourgogne, 3 in the Sylphide, the 
; Conde 6 or 7: the wounded in all the fhips, excepting the Zodiac, 
were only twice the number of the flain. ‘The difparity of the total 
lofs was more than four to one, and far exceeded the dif{proportion 
of the numbers on board: the French {quadron having with the 
‘troops: 5009, and the Englith 3200. The frigates on either fide 
fuffered nothing, having been kept at a diftance to repeat fignals. 
The Yarmouth i the fhips of the van had received -fo much 
hurt in their rigging, that none could hawl the wind. The im- 
mediate refource was, to have anchored ; but when the engagement 
ended, | the fquadron had got out of fight of land, into 25 fathowa 
r, an ‘the wind blowing frefh had raifed fuch a heavy fivell, that 
t e tu nbling of the fhips at anchor would have rendered the various 
ations of f fetting up ı mafts, yards, and fhrouds, always difficult 
moft i &icable. It was therefore refolved to repair under 
r ftood i in for the land s. w. the wind fill 
ent was {trong and the unweildy Cumberland 
‘falling 
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falling continually to leeward obliged the others to abide by Nie 
fo that, before the morning, when they came to an anchor in thoxe, 
they were a league to the north of Sadrafs, and 35 miles to the 
fouth of Poudichiernys off of which the engagement began. The 
French fquadron had fuffered fo much lefs aloft, that they anchored 
at 10 at night in the road of Alamparva, 15 miles to windward of — 
the Eneglifh. The Bien Aimé during the fight had the flings of her 
{heet anchor fhot away, which dropping, run out the cable, which 
was immediately cut ; another {hot unperceived had grazed the upper 
coil_of the cable bent to the beft bower, with which "he {hip came to 
anchor at Alamparva, but on the firft {train this cable parted; a fimalt 
anchor was immediately dropped, but would: not hold; there was 
no other ready ; and before the fails could be fet, the fhip was driven 
into the furf, and {tranded without the poffibility of recovery ; but 
all the men were faved, and afterwards moft of the cannon and 
ftores. 
The firft hour of Mr. Lally’s arrival at Pondicherry was diftinguithed 
by the exceflive vivacity of his character. Before the night clofed, 
1000 Europeans and as many -Sepoys were on their march to Fort 
St. David, commanded by ‘the Count D’Eftaign, who landed with 
him: but fuch was the hurry to bein motion, that they proceeded 
without provifions, and their guides led them aftray, and brought | 
them into the bounds over the plain to the welt, where they did 
not arrive until feven in the morning: the guard at the redoubt of - 
Chimundelum retreated before them to the Garden-houfe, where 
was another ; and both together retired to the fort, after five or fix 
were killed. They were cd almoft to the glacis with ‘fo 


much prefumption, that feven or eight of the enemy were killed by 


the cannon from the ramparts, of “aiid indeed abundance. were 
fired on their appearance. Neverthelefs, many preft by hunger 1 re- 
mained ranfacking the houfes near the efplanade for immediate 
victuals ; on which two companies of Sepoys under the command 
of an European officer were fent againft them from the fort, who fired 


away all their ammunition at too great a diftance to do or receive 


any harm. Several {maller parties of Sepoys were likewife detached _ f 
2 x to 
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to furprize ftrageling plunderers, and before noon brought in fix 
Europeans, from whom an account of the enemy’s force was ob- 
tained. In the afternoon was heard the firt firing of the two 
{quadrons, which were then almoft out of fight, and foon after dif- 
“appeared. 7 

The next day Mr. Soupire came up with more troops, fome' heavy 
cannon, and a convoy of provifions ; and on the firft of May, Mr. 
Lally himfelf, efcorted by two companies of Huffars, arrived at the 
garden-houte, and immediately detached the Comte D’Eftaigne acrofs 
the river of Tripopalore to recomnoitre and take poft near Cuddalore. 
This town remained in the fame condition as when attacked twelve 
years before by the troops of Dupleix; inclofed on the three fides 
towards the land with a rampart and {mall baftions, which had 
neither ditch or any other advanced defences ; to the fea it was open, 


but the approach on this fide was flanked by the two baftions at the 


extremities. M. D’Eftaigne carefully reconnoitred the walls to the 
land, and concluded that the other fide had the fame defence; and 
not a man in the French army knew enough of the place to aflert 
the contrary. The garrifon of Cuddalore confifted of four com- 
panies of Sepoys, and a few artillery-men, under the command of 
a lieutenant with an enfign; who were reinforced in the evening of 
Mr. Lally’s arrival by 30 Europeans and fome Lafcars from Fort 
St. David. 4 


There were in the fort 1 so French prifoners; and on Mr, 


- D'Eftaigne’s arrival, it was demanded of him to fend in provifions 


for their daily fuftenance during the impending fiege. Mr. Lally, 
on the day after his arrival, propofed a conference on this fubjeé, 
as well as on the furrender of Cuddalore, and the commandant 
Major Polier went to him : after much difcuflion, and feveral mef- 
fages during this and the fubfequent day, it was agreed that Cud- 
dalore fhould be delivered up at fun-rife on the 4th, provided a battery 
of heavy cannon were at that time ready to open, when the Englith 
garrifon there might, with their arms and field-ammunition, retire 
to Fort St. David; and that the French prifoners fhould be releafed, 

with liberty to proceed to any of the neutral ports to the fouth, 
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where they were to remain until the fate of Fort St. David fhould 
be decided ; on which their own was to depend. 


The impatience of Mr. Lally’s temper had already fpread difcon- 


tent through the fettlement he was fent to govern. Not finding 
the fame means and facilities for military operations as he had been 
accuftomed to in the armies of Europe, he refolved to create them, 
as it were, in {pite of nature. The different cafts of the Indian re- 
ligion being appropriated to {pecific and hereditary vocations, many 
of them are entirely prohibited from fervile offices and hard labor ; 
and of thofe allotted to fuch occupations, each muft abide by that 
alone to which he was born. The hufbandman would be difhonoured 
by employing his mattock excepting in the field he is to fow; and even 
Jower races have their diftin€tions, infomuch that the cooley, who 
carries a burden on his head, will not carry it on his fhoulder: di- 
ftinctions likewife prevail amongft the foldiery, for the man who 
rides, will not cut the grafs that is to feed his horfe; nor at this time 
would the Sepoy dig the trench which was to prote& him from a 
cannon-ball: hence the numerous train of followers and attendants 
which always accompanies a camp in India. Another embarrafiment 
likewife arifes from the want of horfes proper for draught, which is but 
ill fupplied by the feeble bullocks of the country; nor are fufficient 
numbers even of them properly trained to be purchafed on emergency. 
Excepting in the fiege of Pondicherry by Mr. Bofcawen, thefe defects 


had not been much felt in the hoftilities between the two nations, ` 


becaufe mutual ; and fix field-pieces generally decided a battle; two 
of battering cannon, the fate of a fortrefs : but another warfare was 


now to enfue, for the redution of Fort St. David required a regular - 


fiege. The hurry with which Mr. Lally had obliged the firft di- 
vifion to march againft Cuddalore, left no time to colleé& the ne- 
ceflary number of coolies and other attendants in Pondicherry; on 
which he ordered the deficiency to be fupplied by the Indian inha- 
bitants of the town, a number of whom were prefled, and employ-. 
ed without diftinéton, in carrying burthens, and other fuch feryices. 
"The violence created terror; the difgrace, indignation. Mr. Deley- 


rit, and the council, who full retained their functions, but under ` 
Vot. Il. Rr _ the 
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the controul of Mr. Lally, reprefented the inconveniencies which 
might arife from alienating the attachment of the natives; but their 
-yemonftrance drew his refentment on themfelves, mixed with fuf- 
picions, that they only withed to protect thofe who were fubfervient 
to their own emoluments and advantages in the government. ‘The 
; ftrain of this exertion only diminifhed the effect; and the cannon 

SF ie and ftores followed fo flowly, that as foon as the troops had taken 
i? pofleftion of Cuddalore, Mr. Lally returned to Pondicherry, in order 
to accelerate their arrival by the fame means which had already been 
employed with {o little fuccefs. 

The fquadron with Mr. D’Aché were fix days in working up 
from Alamparva to the road of Pondicherry, where they anchored 
ry : -on the fixth of May.. The troops were immediately landed, and as 

faft as they came on fhore marched off for Fort St. David; and the 

heavy artillery and ammunition, for want of means by land, were 
embarked, to be landed at the mouth of the river Panar, which lies 
about a mile to the north of Fort St. David. The park of artillery 
was formed at the Garden-houfe. Mr. Lally returned to Cuddalore 
on the 14th, and in the enfuing night the engineers began to erect 
a battery for two 24 pounders, on the north bank of the river of 

Bandapollam ; they were only intended to fire plunging-fhot into the 

fort, being 1000 yards diftant from the walls: neverthelefs the 

garrifon fired abundantly during this and the fucceeding night to in- 
terrupt the work. 

Three confiderable rivers, coming from the weftward, gain the 
fea in the fpace of four miles within the bounds of Fort St. David ; 
the bed of the Panar lies about 1800 yards to the north of the river 
of Tripapolore, and the two communicate by a canal which runs 

nearly parallel to, and about 1000 yards diftant from, the margin of 
the fea. Fort St. David ftands in the angle where the canal joins 

Pathe Da of T A which paffeth clofe to the fouth face of the 
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May. 


llam, -when both united in one channel continue along 
m fide of Cuddalore, feparated from the fea by a mound of 
waters of eolo and Bandapollam protected the 
ae i fort 
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fort from the regular approach of trenches on the fouth; but on the 

weft and north the ground prefented rather more advantages than ob- 

ftacles to an enemy. à 
By many additions and improvements Fort St. David was now become 

a fortification armed at all points; but the original defect of want of {pace 

in the body of the place ftill remained ; being only 140 feet from w. 


to E. and 390 from wn. to s. The four baftions at the angles mounted 


each 12 guns. The curtains, as well as the baftions, were furrounded 
by a fauflebray with a brick parapet. The out-works were, a horn- 
work to the north, mounting 34 guns; two large ravelins, one on 
the eaft, the other on the weft; a ditch round all, which had a cu- 
vette cut along the middle, and was fupplied with water from the river 
of Tripapolore ; the {carp and counter-{carp of the ditch faced with 
brick ; a broad covered way excellently pallifaded, with arrows at the 
falient angles commanding the glacis, and the glacis itfelf was provided 
with well-conftru€ted mines. All thefe works, excepting the horn- 
work, were planned by Mr. Robins, but the horn-work was raifed 
before his arrival in India with much ignorance and expence, the whole 


being of folid mafonry, and the rampart too narrow to admit the — 


free recoil of the guns. The ground to the north of the fort, in- 
cluded by the fea, the rivers of Panar and Tripapolore, and the canal 
which joins them, is a plot of fand, rifing in feveral parts into large 


hillocks, which afford good fhelter againft the fort. On the edge of 


the canal, 1300 yards to the north of the fort, ftood an obfolete re- | 


doubt, called Chuckly-point. It was of mafonry, fquare, mounted 
eight guns, and in the area were lodgments for the guard: the entrance 
was a pallifaded gate under an arch, but: the redoubt was not en- 
clofed by a ditch. About 200 yards to the right of this ftood ano- 
ther fuch redoubt, on a fand-hill called Patcharee. Four hundred 
yards in the rear of thefe redoubts, was another fand-hill, much 
larger than that of Patcharee ; on which the Dutch had a factory- 
houfe called ‘Thevenapatam ; but the houfe had lately been de- 
molifhed; anda fafcine battery of five guns was raifed on the hill. 
In a line on the left of this hill, and on the brink of the canal, 


was a gateway, with a narrow rampart and battlements, which’ 


2 commanded 
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commanded a bridge immediately under it, leading over the canal. 
Lhe gawin in Fort St. David confifted of 1600 natives, aR 
Tatars $, and Topaflis ; ; 619 Europeans, of whom 286 were effective 

3 pentioners or infirm; and 250 were feamen, the crews of the e 
‘Triton and Bridgwater, which had run afhore on the appearance of 
‘the French fquadron. 


Intelligence was obtained on the 15th that the enemy: intended on. 


‘tthe enfuing night to attack all the potts on the fand; on which they 
‘were reinforced, to the number of 80 Europeans and 700 Sepoys. At 
fun-fet, the French troops marched from C nddalore to the garden- 
houfe, and at nine o'clock from thence in three divifions, which halted 
at fome diftance from the canal, waiting the fignal to attack. The 
civifion on the right was to force and take pofiefiion of the gateway 
‘oppofite to the hill of Thevenapatam ; the center was to ford the ca- 
nal, and march againit Chuckley-point ; ; and the divifion to the left 
crofling the tatal where it joins the river Panar, was to come down 


-and ftorm Patcharee; but the center and the left were not to begin 


their attack before the right was engaged. ‘The fignal was made ay 
a rocket at ten o'clock, and at ane aie inftant a {trong fire com- 
menced againft the fort itfelf, from five guns on the ramparts of 
Goe the two on the battery on the bank of the B anda ipollam 
river, and from two heavy mortars on the weft. This annoyance was 
intended to diftra&t the attention of the garrifon, and fucceeded, for 
they returned it with much violence, although with more uncer tainty. 
The divifion on the right advancing to the ee of the Thevenapa- 
tam gateway, was ete aly op; ped by the want of the bridge, 
which had been deftroyed, and the canal hereabouts was not fordable; 
nor could the center divifion find the ford they expected. The pofts 
on the fand were now alarmed, but the two divifions, neverthelefs, 
fiood on their ground, waiting for-intelligence from the divifion on 
the left, which was ied by the Count D’Eftaign, who foon after 
fent word that he had croffed with eafe at the head of the canal; 
on which the center moved~up thither, and crofled after him, whilft 
the third divifion Pinned before the gateway, to keep the 
troops there and at Thevenapatam from reinforcing the two points. 


They- 
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They were both attacked at the fame time with numbers fufficient to 
affault all round at once, and in half an hour both were carried ; 
two officers and all the Europeans were made prifoners, but moft 
of the Sepoys ran away. The two divifions together then marched 
again{t the battery on the hill of Thevenapatam. This attack com- 
menced at one in the morning, and was refifted with much fpirit 
until three, when the enemy got poffeflion of the battery; where, 
likewife, the Europeans were taken, and the Sepoys efcaped. The 
fire from the fort deterred the enemy from continuing at Thevena- 
patam ; and they retired to the two points, which they fupported 
‘with 400 men, fheltered behind the hillock of Patcharee. None of- 
the Sepoys who had fled returned into the fort, but efcaped along the 
fea-fhore acrofs the river Panar. 

At day-light a detachment from the fort took pofleffion of the’ 
battery again; on which the enemy immediately reinforced the 
troops at the points with 5 or 600 men, from the camp at the garden- 
houfe ; which fufficiently indicatedanother attack onthebattery, andto 
avoid it the detachment was prudently recalled, togetherwith the guard 
at the gateway on the canal. At night, the enemy broke ground, car- 
rying on a trench of communication between Chuckley and Patcharee 
points, and although the exceffive heat of the weather ought to have 
referred this fervice to the night, it continued through the two fuc- 
ceeding days, and by the night of the roth, the work was advanced 
to the hill of Thevenapatam, extending in the whole 800 yards. 
Five mortars from the weft opened at the fame time as the trenches 


were begun ; but no cannon were fired excepting thofe on the ram- . 


parts of Cuddalore, from which one fhot on the 18th killed Lieu- 
tenant Davis, two ferjeants, and five black men. On the 20th, the 
enemy opened another trench leading from the weft fide of the hill 
of Thevenepatam to the gateway on the canal, and repaired the 
bridge there: they likewife eftablifhed two twelve pounders amongft 
the ruins of fome fifhermen’s huts on the beach, which commanded 
the entrance into the river of Tripapolore from admitting any boats 
from the fea. Thefe guns were fheltered from the fort by two 
hillocks of fand, but had no communication with the enemy’s lines, 
and. 
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and were left to the guard of the artillerymen < alone, who being few, 
the garrifon detached 60 Sepoys and fome Europeans at 11 the 
next day, to attack them; but the fally only produced a little 
=: dkirmifhing. 

Be By this time, all the black artificers and menials had quitted the 
fort; and of the whole body of Sepoys, only 200 remained; the 
‘ want of them laid the {train of duty much heavier on the Europeans; 

su ‘of whom little fervice was derived from the feamen, as not being 
fubje& to the fame controul as the foldiery. On the 22d, an Eng- 
ith fhip anchored, and for want of boatmen to carry a letter to hee! 
the fort warned her danger by firing fhot at her, on which the failed 
‘out of the road. The enemy continued until the 26th, employed 
in conftruéting four batteries, and in pufhing on their trenches, 
which they carried from the hill of Thevenapatam obliquely to- 
wards the north-eaft angle of the glacis; during which, the five 
mortars ‘to the weft, and the guns from Cuddalore continued the only 
annoyance. The fort continued to lavifh away their fire night and 
day on every thing they faw, heard, or fufpected; by which 20 
‘carriages of their own guns were difabled, and the works themfelves 
fhaken. About midnight of the*26th, a battery of feven guns, ad- 
ded to that of the five mortars to the weft, was opened, and kept up 
a conftant fire. The next night fome of the failors broke open the 
treafury, not to take the money, but fome arrack, with which they 
got exceedingly drunk, and, according to their regulations, could 
only be punifhed by confinement. 

By the goth, the enemy had advanced their trenches to within 
200 yards of the glacis; and in the fame day finifhed and opened 
the three other batteries ; one of three guns, with five mortars, againft 
the angle of the northweft baftion ; another of fix guns and four 

mortars on the hill of Thevenapatam, facing the front of the horn- 
work; the third of four guns, about 300 yards to the fouth-eaft 
enapatam, and nearly oppofite to the angle of the north- 
former battery to the weft continued to enfilade 
1d the defences on this fide had already fuffered fo 


well from the fhock of tne own firing, as from the fhot 
‘3 ae v 
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and fhells of the enemy, that they could barely return the fame num- 
ber of guns; and the encreafing want of powder left none to {pare 
againft the fhot from Cuddalore, and the two guns on the bank of the 
river of Bandapollam. The enemy’s bombs had likewife ruined the 
refervoirs and the only well of good water in the fort, and that 
in the ditch was too brackifh to be drunk. 

All hopes were now turned to the {quadron; the garrifon knew 
by letters, which had efcaped the enemy, of the fuccefs of the late 
engagement, and no conjectures could account for the long delay of 
their return. Mr. Pococke, as foon as he anchored off Sadrafs on 
the 29th of April, difpatched a boat with advices to Madrafs, and 
requefted, that all the recovered feamen in the hofpital; and as 
many Lafcars as could be fpared, might be fent to reftore the lofs 
which had been fuftained. About 100 of each were fent the next 
day, the Lafcars by land, the feamen in maffoolas. It was fix days be- 
fore they got on board; and on the 7th of May the fquadron weighed; 
but, proving after three days trial, that they could not advance 
again{t the wind and current by working in fhore, they put to fea, 
and in fifteen days got to windward of Fort St. David, into the lati- 
tude of 9. 30.; but the wind at this time rofe fo ftrong from the 


encreafing her leaks fo much, that it became neceflary to let her- 
drive; and as the other fhips were obliged to keep her company, the 
fquadron, inftead of reaching Fort St. David, fell to leeward as far: 
as Alamparvah, where they anchored on the 26th of May. Here- 
they obtained no intelligence, for the place belonged to the French, 
who fuffered no boats to go off, and thofe belonging to fhips cannot — 
land through the furf. The wind having abated, the fquadron 

weighed anchor again the fame day, and plied to the fouthward 
with the land and ‘GA breezes, which were fo faint, that they only 
gained four leagues in two days, when on the 28th they difcovered 
the French {quadron at anchor in the road of Pondicherry, which 
had remained there ever fince their arrival, waiting the recovery of 
their fick and wounded, of which conditions, but principally of 
the fick, near a thoufand were incapable of duty. The appearance 
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of the Englith fquadron {pread no little alarm. Mr. D’Aché im. Ag 

mediately convened a council of his captains, with the governor 

and council of thetown, who refolved, that it was moft expedient for 

the fhips to remain moored as clofe as poffible to the fhore, that 

they might receive the affiftance of the guns along the ftrand : but this 

refolution was not valid until approved by Mr. Lally; who in- 

ftantly went from the camp to Pondicherry, ordering a detachment 

of 400 Europeans to follow him as faft as they could march. He ar- 

rived early in the morning of the 3oth, convened the ufual council, 

and tendered the detachment, with the fame number of Sepoys 

and Lafcars, to ferve on board the fhips, and protetted againft the A 

difgrace of not meeting the Englifh fquadron in the open fea. 

This reinforcement changed the former refolution. Mr. Lally re- 

turned to the camp in the evening; and the next day Mr. D’Aché, 

with the eight principal fhips, now manned with 3300 men, 

weighed anchor, but, inftead of bearing down on Mr. Pococke, 

3 who could not work up to him, kept the wind, plying for Fort St. 

S David. 
The befiegers during this day kept up an inceflant fire from 21 

pieces of cannon and 13 mortars, which every hour became fupe- 

a rior to that of the fort; not for want of mounted artillery, but of | 

ammunition, of which fuch quantities had been lavifhed away | 

when no adequate effect could be expected, that the garrifon was | 

obliged to {pare it now, in the hour of need and real ufe. On the 

firft of June, the fire continued with fuch encreafing {uperiority, 

that the failors, and even the artillery men, at times, quitted their M 

guns. At noon, the French fquadron were perceived working to- , 

wards the road, and by the clofe of the evening, the enemy had 

carried on their trenches to the foot of the glacis oppofite to the fa- 

lient angle of the N.E. baftion, where they began to ere& a battery, 

3 and all the embrafures i in the fort which commanded this {pot were 


oa. 


and their guns either difmounted or withdrawn :_fo that 

might foon make a lodgement in the covered way; but 

O A until the ditch was drained or filled up. Ne- 

) rehended, that the French fquadron might 
eee. y: í ` land © 
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land a great number of men, with whom the trot on thore. 


- would make a general aflault, which the garrifon or defences wete 


not deemed in a condition to refift. On which, Major Polier, and 
Mr. Wynch, the temporary governor, thought it neceflary to hold 
a council of war, in which it was unanimoufly decided, that they 
ought to capitulate on the beft terms they could make, and articles 
were prepared: however, the defence was continued (inaasa then 
night, and until ten the next day, in the folicitous, but difap- 
pointed expectation of feeing the Englith fquadron : a flag. of truce 
was then hoifted, Major Polier and one of the company’s agents 
went out, and ai at four in the afternoon, with the articles 
altered by Mr. Lally, which it was agreed to accept. At fix in the 
evening, a company of French ganesis were admitted into the 
fort, and the garrifon marched with drums and colours to the foot 
of the glacis, RENE they grounded their arms, and furrendered 
themfelves and their S i to the French line drawn up to receive 
them. hey were, with all convenient fpeed, conduéted to Pondi- 
cherry, where it was ftipulated they fhould remain, until an equal 
number of French prifoners were delivered there, when the Englifh 
were to be fent to Madrafs, or Devi Cotah, at the option of Mr. 
Lally. He rejected the propofal, that Fort St. David thould not be 
demolithed during the war, and, in confequence of inftru€tions from 
France, immediately ordered all the fortifications to be razed to the 
ground. ‘The French officers, on contemplating the works, were 
furprized at the facility of their conqueft, not having loft twenty 
men by the fire-of the place, although more by ficknefs, and the 
ftrokes of the fun, in the trenches. The French fquadron anchored 
in the road the evening after the furrender, when Mr. D’Aché landed _ 
and having conferred with Mr. Lally, weighed anchor on the 4th, 
and ftood to the fouthward, in order to cruize off of Ceylon. 
The army before Fort St. David confifted of 2500 Europeans, 
exclufive of officers, and about the fame number of Sepoys. In 
order to compleat this amount, and to leave in Pondicherry a 
force fufficient to make head againft any motions from Madrafs, 
Mr. Lally had drained all the out-pofts and garrifons i in the Car- 
VoL. I. Se natic, 
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satis, toa Pah of their ordinary guards ; and had recalled thé 
whole garrifon of Seringham, having agreed to deliver over this 
place to the brother of Hydernaig, Go arrived with a party of 
Myforeans from Dindigul, and took pofleffion of it on the 17th of 
May, when the French troops marched away for Fort St. David. 
They confifted of 100 Europeans and 150o Sepoys: but óne half 
of the Sepoys deferted on the road, for fear of the unufual fervices 
to which they heard thofe in the camp were applied : having for 
the firft time been employed in throwing up earth in the trenches ; ; 
‘en which the reft, with the Europeans, were ordered to halt at- 
Chilambarum, where they were joined during the fiege by 2006 
Europeans from the camp. This. force was intended to fuccour 
Karical, in cafe the Englith fquadron fhould make a defcent there. 
As foon as Fort St. David capitulated, Mr. D’Eftaign was detached, 
with fome more troops and cannon, to join, and proceed wie 
them againft Devi Cotah ; but this officer, on good intelligence, left 
a) ‘the cannon at Chilambrum, and on the 4th appeared with the troops 
before Devi Cotah, which the garrifon abandoned on his approach 
pi It confifted of 30 Europeans, and 600 Sepoys; they marched way 
‘ through the Teei country to Tritchinopoly. l 
er" As foon as Devi Cotah was taken, the army returned with all 
expedition from Fort St. David to Pondicherry, and on the evening 
of the 7th, Mr. Lally made a triumphant entry, which had been 
concerted, into the town, and proceeded to a magnificent Te Deum, 
which was followed by a fumptuous entertainment ; immediately 
after which, he renewed his bickerings with Mr. Deleyrit and the 
i : Council, becaufe the blic. treafure was almoft exhaufted; not 
without accufations that ‘they had diverted it to their own, emolu- 
ments. 
The Englith fquadron faw the French fet fail from the road of 
Pon ndicherry ; but, kept back by the Cumberland, loft, inftead of 
“gaining ground, and fell to leeward ; again as far as Alamparva, off 
ch place Mr. Pococke received on the sth a letter, difpatched 
agent at Sadrafs, informing him of the lofs of 
ae At this time, the f{quadron had not more than 
wee, - five 
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five days confumption of wateron board: and the only. port to the 
fouthward, where it could be fupplied with fufficient expedition, 
was the Dutch fettlement of Negapatam ; which, being 100 miles 
to windward, they were not likely to reach in lefs than 10 days; 
“Mr. Pococke, therefore, bore away, and anchored the next T in 
the road of Madrafs. 

Abdulwahab, the Nabob’s brother, on the return of his troops 
from ‘Terpatore, where Armetrow was killed in February, had pa- 
raded them again about Chander gherry in the fame hopes as before 
of intimidating the renter of Tripetti ; but, fill continuing him- 
felf afraid of the Englifh Sepoys {tationed at Trepaffore, ea 
from hoftilities, and tried profers of money, which the renters re- 
fufed, and advifed him to a reconciliation with his brother. The 
poffeffion of Tripetti had always been the object of every adven- 
turer who faw any chance of fuccefs; becaufe its revenue, equal to 
30,000 pounds a year, arifing from the contributions of devotion, 
is always more certain than that of. any harveft in the Carnatic; 
and the acquifition was foon after attempted with more earneftnefs 
than the fchemes of Abdulwahab. Before the departure of Bala-. 
-ventrow from the country of Cudapah, two officers of diftinétion, 
named Ragava cherry and Balakiffen Sauftry, arrived with a com- 
miffion from Balagerow, to fuperintend the chout or tribute to the 
-Morratoes from the Carnatic; in confequence of which they afked 
_ Balaventrow for a body of troops to proceed by military execution. 
He refufed, alledging, that he had already fettled this bufinefs with 
the Nabob of Arcot, who had given no new occafion of offence ; 
-and on his departure. to Sirpi, inftructed his fucceffor not to permit 


any hoftilities. The two officers, difappointed, levied 500 horfe _ 


and 1000. foot, of thofe who had been in the fervice of the late Na- 
bob ‘of. Cudapah, but difbanded after his death ; 5 | and proceeded y with 
them to, the country. of the Polygar . of” ‘Mattavar, which extends 
along ,the river Kandeler to the N.w. of the diftricts of Tripetti, 
-and a part. inferts | itfelf.. between _ the | counties of Damerla Venka- 
tipy Naigue, and. Bangar. “Yatcham, as far as a pafs i in the moun- 
- tains, called Cara. Canambaca, “which is within twenty miles of the 

Sree rey ` pagoda. 
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ace ‘The renter potted 7 or 800 peons in the pafs, who kept the ad- 
-yenturers and their force at bay, although joined by the troops of Mat- 
tavar, until the beginning of May; when they forced their way 
through ; and, on the 5th, attacked the town of Tripetti, where 
the renter ftood his ground, with only 300 Sepoys and 500 Peons; 
but had fecured them under the cover of garden-walls from the im- 
preffion of the enemy’s horfe, when Ragavacherry expofing himfelf 
intemperately i in endeavouring to encourage them, was fhot dead, on 
which all his followers ran away, although only 10 men, beñdës 
himfelf, had been killed: he fell near the place where. Mahomed 
Comaul was killed, five years before, in the fame attempt. 

This was the only event of any rifque, which had happened in 
the Nabob’s territory, fince the arrival of Mr. Lally; for the great 
draughts of men which had been made from the French (nts on 
the frontier to carry on the fiege of St. David, had reduced their 
garrifons to the incapacity of attempting any thing beyond tranfi- 
tory excurfions to plunder. But the Englifh Sany now con- 
cluding that the French army would march againft Madrafs imme- 
diately after their fuccefs at St. David, delayed no longer to give 
their final orders for the retreat of their own garrifons with 
the dependant out-guards, from Carangoly, Chinglapet, Conje- 
veram, Covrepauk, and Arcot, which had previoufly fent in their 
artillery and ftores, referving only as much mufket-ammunition as 
was neceflary for the march. Arcot and Covrepauk were delivered 
to the Nabob’s troops, of which a body were remaining in the city; 
Conjeveram and Chinglapet to the peons of the refpective renters ; 
and the partizan Murzafabeg, leaving only a few of his men in 
Trivatore, went with the reft into Carangoly. The Englifh garri- 
fons having united at Chinglapet, came together on the yth of 
the day after the return of the {quadron : they amounted to 
peans and 2000 Sepoys ; but the garrifons of Pondamelee 
ore, confifting only of Sepoys, were not withdrawn, 
7 protected a.valuable diftriét from the incurfions of the 
rs, and pent at all times retire to Madrafs, before 


m th je French ftations on the other fide of the 
Paliar, 
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Paliar, could arrive to cut off their.retreat. Frequent debates had 1758. 
been held in the council concerning the expediency of withdrawing ——_ 
the garrifon of Tritchi nopoly, which it was refolved to poftpone 
until the laft extremity ; but in the interval the commandant Ma- 
homed iffoof was ordered, after leaving a fufficient force in Palam- 
cotah, to move towards Madura, and even to march to Tritchinopoly 
iticlf on the firft fummons from Captain Calliaud. This officer, on 
the 16th of May, the day after the French garrifon had quitted the 
pagoda of Seringham to the Myforeans, fummoned them to fur- 
a render it, and detached his fecond, Captain Jofeph Smith, with a 
‘party, to take pot in Jumbakiftna. The Myforeans replied by ` 
firing cannon from Seringham againft this place, which were 
gene the next day by a q hondbattanene from two. mortars ; and in 
‘the enfuing night they abandoned Seringham, leaving a confiderable 
quantity of military ftores, and eight pieces of cannon, which the 
French had left to them: they PEGE Sa from whence they came, to 
‘Dindigul. Calliaud immediately took pofleffion of. the pagoda, and 
garrifoned it with 500 Sepoys.. 
Mr. Lally, notwithftanding his wrangles, confulted Mr. Deleyrit 
and the jefuit Lavaur concerning the future operations of the field. 

b Madrafs feemed the immediate and moft important temptation; for, 
notwithftanding the utmoft exertions, many of the effential parts of 
its fortifications {till remained incompleat ; and the defence of Fort 

N St. David hađ raifed in Mr. Lally a contemptible, opinion of the 

Englifh troops in India: but Pondicherry could not immediately fur- 
nifh money to PEO the campaign, nor means to tranf{port by 
land the vaft quantity of artillery and ftores neceflary for the fiege, 
which could not be conveyed with any certainty in the fhips of the 
French {quadron, whilft the Englifh kept the fea: The Nabob’s a! 

- country to the north of Chittapett and Vandiwath, by the retreat of 

_the Englith garrifons, prefented a much eafier ‘conqueft, and the 
chance of no inconfiderable revenue, with the advantage of prefting 
‘Madrafs itfelf by a variety of. diftreffes ; but Mr. Lally could not 
‘brook the flow, although certain means of collecting money, which ER 
“would have arifen from this-expedition. Yielding therefore to the — 
* _ advice: 
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GACER father Lavaur, he preferred another, from which they ex- 

sted to get more, with equal eafe, in a much fhorter time. 

The king of Tanjore, when befieged by the army of Murzafajing 
and Chundafaheb with the French troops in 1751, had compounded 
the arrears of his tribute, and had given @hundatanab a bond for 
5,600,000 rupees, before the approach of Nazirji jing’ s army obliged 
them to retreat out of his country ; the bond was in the poffeffion 
of the government of Pondicherry ; and an incident in the capture 
of Fort St. David concurred to fuggeft the expediency of marching 
into the Tanjore country, and demanding this:money fword in Tenth 
“The French had found in Fort St. David a prifoner of greater con- 

fequence than they expected: his name was Gatica: he was uncle 
‘to'the depofed ‘king of Tanjore, whofe pretenfions the Englifh af- 
{erted in 1749, when they.entered the country, and took Devi Cotah. 
"Fhe king then and now reigning, when he ceded this place to them 
‘in-propriety, ftipulated by a fecret article, that they fhould prevent 
‘this pretender from giving him any moleftation in future; to enfure 
which, it was neceffary to fecure his perfon ; ; but he aoe ew him- 
{elf out of their reach; however, being in pofleffion of his uncle, who 
-was the leading man of the party, and had entirely managed his 

_mephew, they detained him a prifoner, but under an eafy confine- 

ment, within-the fort, where he remained until fated by the fall of 
sthe place to be employed by the French, with the fame views as 
‘nine years before by the Englifh : and Gatica was now produced at 
“Pondicherry with: much oftentation and ceremony, in order to excite 
the-apprehenfions of the-king, that the pretender himfelf would ap- 

_ ‘pear and accompany the French p whom neverthelefs they did 
‘not proclaim in ‘his ftead. 

_ ‘How much foever’ Mr. Tale in the preference of this ex- 

a n, he differed even to animofity; both with Mr. Deleyrit and 

3 in another -meafure of till. ‘greater importance. He had 

m France the ftrongeft prejudices againft the charaéter of 

10m he believed to-have continually amufed his nation 

of HES E danger, in-order to. fecure the 

on, in which- heas fuppofed to haye al- é 
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ready gained an immenfe fortune: a few days after he landed, he 1758. 
had fent the Marquis of Conflans to aét as fecond in the army of aes 
the Decan ; but now, thinking that the capture of Fort St. David 
had eftablithed his own reputation beyond the imputation of jealoufy, Stee 
he difpatched a letter to Mr. Buffy, to come without delay to Pondi- | 
cherry, pretending that he wanted his advice ; and, fufpicious of the 
intimacy which had always fubfifted between Moracin and Mr. Buffy, : 
he likewife, and on the fame pretence, recalled Moracin from the 

= . ' government of Mafulipatam. 

a Six hundred men of Mr. Lally’s regiment, with z00 Sepoys, 
under the command of Mr. Soupire, formed a camp of obfetvation 
between Alamparva and Pondicherry: only 50 able, with the in- 
valids of the army, were to be left in the town; and, to calm the 
apprehenfions which were entertained by the inhabitants,. of a fudden. 
defcent from the Englith fquadron, it was refolved to recall their | 
own under the walls. The injunétion reached Mr. -D’Aché off 
Karical on the 16th ; and he anchored the next day in the road of 
Pondicherry. On the 18th Mr. Lally took the field, but, as before, 
unprovided with the neceflary attendants, bullock-men, and market- 
people; for the unufual compulfions, which had been praéufed 

nf during the fiege of Fort St. David, deterred the natives of fuch oc- 

cupations from engaging in the fervices of the camp ; and the in- 
habitants of the country removed their cattle, from dread of the: 

N Huffars, who had been permitted to drive in what were neceffary. 

>: for the victualing of the army, without paying the value. The 
march between Pondicherry and Karical; where the troops were to 
rendezvous, is interfeéted by no lefs than fixteen rivers.; fix before- 
you arrive at the Coleroon, which are generally fordable,. excepting. 
in the rains, but the Coléroon is.never fo ;. the others, as all in the. 
kingdom of Tanjore, are arms of the Caveri, moft.of which near: 
the fea change their extenfive furfaces on beds of fand into deep chan-- 
nels of mud, which, even when fordable, cannot be entered without. 
much toil and trouble; to avoid which, fuch of the heavy artillery, and 
cumbrous {tores as were not to be fupplied at Karical, were fent in 
two veflels ‘by fea. . Notwithftanding this relicf, the troops gained 


J ie their | f 


A e 


fs 


i CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA ; 
A T ; « ae 


Tue War or CoROMANDEL. Book IX, 


ir way with much inconvenience. The regiment of Lorrain left 
ál A at Cuddalore, for want of bullocks and coolies to carry 
P te -The whole army had been 12-hours without food when they 
ived at Devi Cotah, and, contrary to their expectation, found none 
the re ext cepting paddy, which i is the grain of rice before it is divefted 
of its hufk, in which ftate it is only fit for the food of cattle; but 
34 the opera oni is tedious, and requires the implements ufed by the 
; natives; and | the foldiers, hungry and fatigued having fearched the 
i huts in the fort for other victuals without finding any, {et fire to 
them, which was with much difficulty prevented kren catching two 
sageerines) of gunpowder. — . 
` The troops, after feven days march, arrived at Karical on the 25th. 
The diftance from Pondicherry, although only 75 miles in the dire& 
line, is too by the road; and here, for the firft.time duri ing the 
march, they got a regular meal. Here a bramin, fent by the king 
of Tanjore with propofals, was waiting for Mr. Lally, who fent him 
uP _ back with his own, demanding immediate payment of the five mil- 
2 ‘lions and fix hundred thoufand rupees, with all the intereft : and, to 
‘ons convince the king that he would derive no benefit from the nial 
delays and prevarications of Indian negotiations, he immediately 
fent forward a ecachichtt to take poffeffion of the opulent town of 
Nagore. ` 
E: _ This place is fituated on a river about four miles to the north of 
Negapatam, and carries on a very confiderable commerce ; but the 
Ae merchants had removed their money and jewels, and offered little for. 
the redemption of their warehoufes; on which Mr. Lally farmed 
out the plunder and ranfom of the town for 200,000 rupees to Fifcher 
the commander of the French huffars, ftipulating, that, if the profit 
exceeded’ 100,000 rupees, a proportional addition was to be made to 


om i Eor of thofe Sewage views, which he ae 


Ee Was unting, he applied to the 
Dutch 


the public fund: Hitherto the condu&t of Mr. Lally had been free 
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Dutch gov ernment at Negapatam to fupply his wants of mo: ney, 
ammunition, and provifions ; who, awed by his force, furnifhed him 
with 20,000 pounds weight of gunpowder, and promifed to afli his 


 commiflaries in purchafing whatfoever their territory could. fupply, 


but declared themfelves unable to lend any money, not having 
enough for their own ufe, The Danifh fettlement of Tranquebar, 
from the fame dread of his violences, promifed the fame afliftances, 
and furnifhed fix {mall field-pieces with 10,000 weight of gun-powder. 

The army marched from Nagore on:the 28th, and, having pro- 
ceeded fix miles, halted at a confiderable pagoda called Kiveloor ș 


where Mr. Lally, believing the report of thofe who meant only to 


pleafe him, imagined the bramins to be very rich, and that the 
images they worfhipped were of gold ; in this perfuafion, he ranfacked 
and dug the houfes, dragged the tanks, and took the idols out of the 
chapels, but no treafures were found ; and the idols proved to be 
only of brafs. The bramin returning from the king met Mr. Lally 
at Kiveloor, and offered the ufual complimentary prefents, but no 
terms of accommodation adequate to Mr. Lally’s expectations, who 
therefore difmiffed him without accepting the prefents, and the next 


day marched ten miles farther to Trivalore; where ftands the moft- 


famous pagoda 1 in the country. Here the army found as much paddy 


laid up in granaries as would have fupplied them with rice for three. 
- months, but for want of the means to.beat it out, could {carcely pro-, 
cure from it fufficient for the meal of the day. All the bramins had 
abandoned the pagoda, but fome were afterwards difcovered prying 


and afking queftions in the camp, probably from anxiety concern- 
ing their tomes and divinities; but Mr. Lally judged them to be 


fpids employed by the king, and rafhly ordered fix of them to be exe- 


cuted, who were blown off from the muzzles of the field-pieces. ~ 

As {foon as the French troops arrived at Karikal, the general Mo- 
nacjee advanced from the city of Tanjore and encamped within ten 
miles of Trivalore, with 2500 horfe, and 5000 Sepoys difciplined as 


N 


July- 


well as they could be without the dire&tion of Europeans. ‘This was _ 


half the force of the kingdom. The king on the firft alarm had foli- 


cited.aid from the Nabob, the Englifh prefidency, Trtchinopoly, from 


> 
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Tondiman, and even from the two Moravars, although he was 
at this very time in enmity with all the three Polygars. The 
prefidency and the Nabob were in no condition to fend any affift- 
ance from the Carnatic, but they authorized Captain Calliaud to 
a& as occafion might require from Tritchinopoly, where the 
commandant Mahomed Ifloof, in obedience to the orders fent to 
him on the firft appearance of the French fquadron, arrived on the 
16th of June with 2000 Sepoys from the Tinivelly country. This 
reinforcement enabled Calliaud to fuccour the king without 
too much impairing his own garrifon; but the continual and au- 
thentic intelligence which he obtained of the duplicity of the king’s 

councils, created no little perplexity in the option between fending 
fuccours which might be betrayed to the enemy : or by with-holding 
them give the king a pretext to make terms with them, which in 
this conjuncture muft be dangerous to the Englifh affairs : he how- 
ever, at all rifques, as foon as he heard the French army were in 
motion from Nagore, detached 500 Sepoys with 1o European ar- 
tillery-men, and 300 Colleries collected from the neighbouring Poly- 
gars dependant on Tritchinopoly, deeming this reinforcement in 
the prefent inftant fufficient to keep up the king’s hope of more ; 
and waiting to affift him hereafter, according to his condu& with the 
enemy, which he caufed to be narrowly watched. The exhor- 
tations of the prefidency had likewife induced Tondiman and the 
two Moravars to fufpend their refentments fo far as to let their 
Colleries alfo take fervice with the king, who hired 4000 of them; 


- and they were fent, as they arrived, to Monacjee’s camp, as were 


afterwards thofe fupplied by Calliaud. ‘The French army remained 
at Trivalore until the 12th of July, during which their cavalry 
fwept the country round of all the cattle, of which Mr. Lally fent 
large droves to be fold at the towns on the fea-coaft; which: prex 


Caution was imputed to him as a project .of private gain ; but not. . 
much was got by it, for Monacjee had detached his Colleries tous, 
maraud in the rear of the French army, who cut off every thing 


which moved to and from the camp with flender efcorts,, and re- 
covered great numbers of the cattle, which they t too dreve'away, and 
fold for the loweft Bucs to any who. seo buy them. However, 

bs x5do fome 
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fome of the Colleries were killed, and all who were taken prifoners 
Mr. Lially ordered to be linked to draw the guns, which did not deter 
the others from repeating their attacks, wherever booty appeared, or 
even from infulting the camp itfelf every night with their rockets. 
On the 24th, the army came in fight of Monacjee’ s, drawn up in 
good order behind a water-courfe, from which the Tanjorines were 
foon driven by the fire of the French artillery, and retreated towards 
the city, but fill continued without the walls. 

The French army arrived within fix miles of the city on the 18th. 
in the morning, when a meffage was received from the. king, de-. 
firing a conference with perfons authorized to treat; on which Mr. 
Lally halted the army, and {ent in a captain, ‘Maudaye, anda 
Jefuit, St. Eftevan. They infifted on the firft demand of 5,600,090 
rupees, with the intereft : the king offered 300,000 : the deputies re- 
turned, and were fent back again with the demand of one million in. 
money, 600 bullocks for the carriage of the artillery and ftores, and. 
10,000 pounds weight of gunpowder ; ; but this article the deputies 
witely agreed to fupprefs, as expofing the diftrefs of the army: the king 
feemed inclined to add fomething to his firft offer of money, but faid, 
that the fupply or fale of beeves to thofe of a different religion: was 
contrary to his own; the deputies returned again to the camp, and 
the next morning to the city, with. pofitive orders to infift on the 
gunpowder, which when they propofed to Monacjee in a conference 
before they were to vifit the king, he exclaimed with indignation, , 


that all negotiation was at an end, and that hè fhould not introduce | 


to his mafter men who were only fent to infult him. The depyties 
returned without delay to the camp, which immediately moved, and 
in the evening’ took pofleffion of the pettah, or fuburbs, which at 
this time extended along the eaftern fide of the city 5 the- artillery, 
of whiclonly-two were battering cannon, and the cohorns and 
howitzes, for the drmy: had brought no mortars, fired during the 
night at the pagodas and other edifices which arofe above the walls; $ 
and this was all the annoyance they could ufe at prefent, fince 


the two pieces of battering cannon could not be expofed againft 


the fuperior fire of the town, without more to cover them; a de- 
Tt2 ; tachment 
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1758. tachmerit was therefore fent to bring up three twenty-four pounders 
Ez from Karical, which were all that this place could fpare, and 
` the two veffels laden with the cannon and mortars from Pondi- 
cherry were ftill` far to leeward : feveral other detachments, which 

all together employed half the infantry and all the cavalry of the 

army, were at the fame time fent abroad to bring in the cattle of 

the adjacent country ; and a body of Colleries, who had probably 

deferted from the Tanjorines, were likewife hired for the fame em- 
ployment. ‘The abundance was much greater than the confump- 

tion; and the furplus were driven away as before to be fold on the 
fea-coaft. The vaft detriment which the country was likely to fuffer 

by the continuance of thefe defolations induced the king to renew 

the negociation on the 22d, and the next day he paid 50,000 rupees; 

and the jefuit St. Eftevan, with Kenedy a heutenant-colonel, were 

fent to remain as hoftages for the re-payment of the money, in cafe 

; a treaty fhould not be concluded, and hoftilities be renewed. But 
j the Colleries in the French army could not be reftrained from con- 
l tinuing their depredations, which the Tanjorine horfe revenged, by 
giving no quarter to any they fell in with: quarrels likewife en- 

fued with the market people and dealers, who, with the king’s per- 

miffion, came from the city to fell provifions and other neceflaries 

in the camp; and the difcuffions of thefe brorls and violences in- 

terrupted the more important negotiation until the arrival of. the 

i . three pieces of cannon from Karical, which came up on the 29th ; 
r and Mr. Lally, having at this time received intelligence, that the 
king was preffing the Englifh at Tritchinopoly to fend another and 

ftronger reinforcement, refolved to renew hoftilities, although his: 
hoftages {till remained in the power of the king, who, frightened by 
the arrival of the cannon, conferred in earneft, and concluded the 
treaty, of which the terms were founded’ on Mr. Lally’s declarations, 
that he intended to march immediately from Tanjore againft Tritch- 

wmopoly ; for which fervice the king agreed to lend 300 of his beft 
thorfe, to furnifh rooo coolies and mattock-men, id to fupply the 

army with provifions during the fiege ; to deliver two refpectable 


hoftages, and to give in money 590,000 rupees, of which 200,000 
vere 
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were tobe paid as foon as the army removed ten miles from Tan- 
jore, 150,000 were to be fent with the two French hoftages as foon July. 
as it arrived before Tritchinopoly, and the remaining 150,000 were ` 
to be paid after the fiege,; when the king’s hoftages were to be fur- 
rendered, and the cavalry returned. The contingencies involved in 
thefe terms fhewed, that neither fide had much expectation they A 
would be compleatly. executed, and Mr. Lally feems to have accepted 
them, only becaufe he fhould get fome money in hand; the king 
Dei fome chance might fave the reft. Two A, of the- 
coolies were {fent to the camp during the difcuffion of the articles, 
which were not intirely adjufted until late in the evening of the 
31ft, when Mr. Dubois the oy of the army, who had con- 
auded the negotiation in the city, returned to the camp, accom- 
panied by the two Tanjorine hoftages, and 40 of the cavalry, being 
all, it was faid, who were immediately ready ; the delay of the reft con- j 
firmed Mr. Lally in his fufpicions that the king meant only to amufe - a 
him, and induced: him to fhut up thofe who were come ina pagoda. 
near the encampment: they not knowing what to fufpeét from this. 
treatment, dreaded the worft, and fent information to ‘the city, in. 
confequence of which the king ftopped the reft of the cavalry ; and- A 
his coolies in the camp being frightened by the rumours concerning 
the horfemen in the pagoda, run away in the night.. The next. Auguft: 
morning Mr. Lally {ent Dubois to reproach the king and Mo- 
nacjee for their fuppofed breach of faith, who retorted their own: & 
fufpicions, and this altercation producing the réal ftate of. the mif-- i 
takes, Dubois proferred to bring back one of the Tanjorine hoftagesi 
as a conviction of fecurity to the cavalry which had remained be-- 
‘hind, who. were then to proceed to the camp. But Mr. Lally Ye- - 
garded this ftipulation as an indignity, and a confirmation of the- 
‘smi s infincerity, and fummoned his council of war,. ‘who con- - 
formably to his expofition were wnanimoufly of opinion that no re-- 
Jiance could be had on any profeffions of peace, and that it was - 
neceflary to attack the city without delay, and with the utmoft, | 
wigour, ‘In confequence of this refolution, Mr. Lally wrote a letter~ 
ito colonel Kenedy, ordering him to denounce the utmoft vengeance 


j ` 
CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


326 
1758. 


Tue War or COROMANDEL. Book IX. 
not only on the country and city of Tanjore, but likewife on the 


eee king and his whole family, whom he threatened to carry as flaves to 


Augu s 


the ifland of Mauritius. In the evening the army moved from the 
fuburbs, and formed a regular camp Seon a mile and a half to the 
fouth-eaft of the town. 
The expreflions in Mr. Lally’ s letter to Kenedy determined thé 
king, who had hitherto flu&uated in irrefolution, to defend himfelf 
to extremity, and he now repeated his folicitations with the utmoft 
earneftnels for affiftance from Tritchinopoly. Captain Calliaud, by 
the accounts he continually received of the king’s negotiations, had 
hitherto thought it unfafe to truft any more troops in his power, whilft 
making engagements to affift the French in the reduction of Tritchi- 
nopoly : but, being convinced by this laft rupture, that he had re- 
nounced all defigns of accord or reconciliation with them, detached on 
the 6th of Auguft 500 of his beft Sepoys, with two excellent ferjeants 
and 27 cannoneers, who im, order to avoid the encounter of the 
French troops, pibesecedh ur a round-about road along the bank of 
the Coleroon. 

A deep water-courfe, running within 400 yards parallel to the 
fouth fide of the city, furnifhing a much more commodious trench 
than any which are opened in fieges, determined Mr. Lally to make 
the attack under the advantage of this cover. The fouth face of the city 
is much the narroweft afpect, extending only 480 yards. Two batteries 
were erected on the nether edge of the water-courfe, the one of three 
guns oppofite to the middle of the face, but turned to breach between 

the cavalier of the eaftern angle and the next tower. The other, of 
two guns, was 200 yards to the right. 

Both opened on the 2d of Auguft. It was the 7th in the evening, after 
five days. firing, before the batteries had produced a breach fix feet wide: 
but by this time there remained only 150 charges of powder for the 
cannon, and not 20 cartouches a man for the troops; and, notwith- 
ftanding the numbers of cattle which had been feized, there were not 

Hiie for two days EN in the camp, and the great diftance 

i from 
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from which any could be procured through the perpetual interruptions 
of the Tanjorine cavalry and colleries, precluded the hopes ofany im- 
mediate fupplies. On the 8th in the morning: advices were received, 
that another engagement had pafled between the two fquadrons, im- 
mediately after which, the Englifh anchored before Karical, where 
they were threatening a defcent ; but that no tidings had been obtained 
concerning the French {quadron fince the fight. This intelligence ag- 
gravated the general anxiety, as the diftrefles of the army in their 
prefent fituation, could only be relieved from Karical; and Mr. 
Lally defpairing of fucceeding in the affault of the breach, fummon- 
ed his council of war, in which, of 12 officers 10 were of opinion to 
raife the fiege ; but two, Saubinet, and Mr. D’Eftaigne, advifed the’ 
immediate aflault, the fuccefs of which appeared to D’Eftaigne in- 
dubitable ; who added, that the city would furnifh more ammuni- 
tion than would be expended in the ftorm, and that he had no ap- 
prehenfions the Enghfh would make a defcent upon Karical, whilft 
the French fquadron kept the fea. Doubtlefs both D’Eftaigne and 
Saubinet knew the ditch was fordable, when they advifed the affault; 
otherwife, in the ftate we have known it fince, the approach would: 
have been utterly impracticable. In confequence of the refolution 
to retreat, the fick and wounded were fent away on the fame day 
under the efcort of 150 Europeans, and difpofitions were made 
to decamp on the night of the enfuing day, which was the roth of 
the month; in the mean time the guns in the batteries were fired 
ceny now and then in order to keep the garrifon in awe. eo 
- Monacjee foon received intelligence of the refolution to raife the 


fiege, and imputed it to denad ; the detachment from Tiis 
«chinopoly arrived in the middle of the fame night, and he propofed — 
that they fhould march immediately with his own troops to attack 


the French camp by furprize, conformably to a feheme for which 


he had taken meafures; but they were fo much fatigued, that he de- . 


ferred the enterprize for 24 hours, until the morning of the roth, 
during which the camp received no intelligence of this dehgn, but 
remained in negligence and fecurity, as before an enemy they def- 


pifed, and fuppofed wifhing their retreat too much to. interrupt it. 


5 _ After: 
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After midnight 4000 cavalry, led by Monacjce himfelf, the two de- 
tachments from Tritchinopoly, confifting of 1000 Sepoys and so. 

Suropeans, with 5000 of the, king’s Sepoys, and all the Colleries,. 
marched out of the city , and keeping at a fufficient diftance, arriv cds 
at thedifferent pofts from which they were to make their attacks, and. 
remained in them, undifcovered. At the firft dawn of.day, 50 horfe-. 
‘men appeared advancing, as from the city, at a leifurely pace, to- 
wards the camp; they were challenged by the advanced guard, and 
faid they were come to offer their fervice to the French general, to 
whom they requefted to be conducted; and no danger being appre- 
hended own their number, a party from the guard accompanied them 
towards Mr. Lally’s quarters, who flept ina choultry about halfa mile 


‘in the rear, but to the left of the camp. When within too yards, 


the troop halted and their leader went forward, and Mr. Lally having 
perceived their arrival, arofe and came out of the choultry to {peak to 
him; but before they met, one of the horfemen, who it is fuppofed 
was intoxicated with opium, left his rank, and galloped up to a tum- 
bril at fome diftance, into which he fired his piftol, and a {park of 
the wad blew it up and the man; the explofion gave the alarm through 
the camp; and the guard at the choultry, which confifted of 50 
men, immediately advanced to protect Mr. Lally. In the fame inftant 
the captain of the troop, who had not difimounted, pufhed forward to- 
wards him, and made a cut at his head with his fcymetar, which 
Mr. Lally parried with his ftick, and a Coffree fervant who attended 
him fhot the Tanjore dead with a piftol ; the whole troop had now fet 
off at full-gallop to charge the guard, who received them in regular 
order, and with a fire of fuch execution as ftopt all except two or 
three from breaking through them; thofe, however, who remained 
on horfeback, joined again and endeavoured to make a fecond charge, 
but in fo much confufion, that the fecond fire of the guard put them 
to flight with the utmoft precipitation; and moft of them galloped 
into a tank, which they did not perceive time enough to avoid: but 
twenty-eight were left dead in the fpace of thirty yards; Mr. Lally 

himfelf was trampled down and ftunned in the {cuffle, but only two 


of his guard were killed. -Whilft the troops in the camp were get- 
: : ting: 
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ting under arms and expecting a general attack from the quarter 
where the firt alarm had been given, the great body of Colleries 
were difcovered advancing with their lances and rockets in the freaks 
3000 horfe at the fame time in the front, and the whole body of 
Sepoys, with 1000 more horfe on the right: much confufion and 
trepidation prevailed in every part of the camp for near an hour, but 
the troops were recalled to their wonted ftcadinefs and difcipline, by 
the example and activity of Saubinet and the Count D’Eftaigne : the 
Englith Sepoys penetrated amongft the tents, and. had feized three 
field-pieces, which they were obliged to abandon, after having 75 
of their body killed and wounded in endeavouring to carry them off; 
they, however, brought away an elephant and two camels. The 
French fuppofe that 400 of the enemy were killed, and allow their 
own lofs to be no more than 10, which is improbable. It does not 
appear that any attack was made on the two batteries in the water- 
courfe, although it fhould feem that the troops on duty there were 
the moft expofed. i 

As foon as the Tanjorines had retired, the French army continued 
their preparations to decamp during the enfuing night; and, for 
want of draft and carriage-bullocks, {piked and difmounted the five 
pieces of battering cannon, threw the fhot into wells, and deftroyed 
as much of the baggage as time and means permitted. At midnight 
the whole were in motion, marching in two lines, with’an interval 
between, which was occupied by palanquins, baggage, tumbrills, and 
other carriages; two field-pieces were in the front, rear, and on each 
fide of the lines. Monacjee, with all his cavalry and a large body of 


Sepoys, was abroad, and, feveral times obliged the march to halt, 


and recur to their field-pieces; the Colleries threw rockets, but dif- 
appeared at the approach of day. But the reft of the Tanjorine army 
continued, as during the night, to follow and hover round until 
noon; when the French troops arrived and halted at Covilonil, 1 5 miles 
from Tanjore: the road was without a fingle pond or ftream until 
they came to the town; when nothing could with-hold the troops and 
animals of the army from breaking their ranks and reftraints to gain 
the firk water they faw. The next day they reached ,Trivalore; this 
march was 20 miles, and more fatiguing than the former, having two 

Vor. Il. U u rivers 
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rivers to pafs, over which the artillery and carriages were tranfported 
with much difficulty; but the enemy, inftead of taking the advantage, 
difcontinued the purfuit before they arrived at the firft: during the 
whole march the troops had no other food than the coco-nuts they 
gathered on the way, of which many got none; however, they found 
at Trivalore fome provifions fent from Karical; but all were fo ex- 
haufted and fatigued, that they could not proceed any farther until 
they had been allowed three days refrefhment and repofe. On the 
Fond Mr. Lally received information that the French {quadron was at 
Pondicherry, and that Mr. D’Aché had fignified to the council there 
his determination to return without delay to the Ifle of France; on 
which he immediately difpatched the Count D’Eftaigne with the 
{trongeft remonftrances to ftop him. On the 18th the army arrived 
at Karical, and {faw the English fquadron at anchor off the mouth of 
the river. 

Many wants and infufficient means had detained the {quadron near 


eight weeks in the road of Madrafs after their unfuccefsful endea- 


vours to reach Fort St. David during the fiege. On the third of 
July, three of the company’s fhips arrived in the road; they had 
left England in the preceding year, but not arriving in the bay, un- 
til the northern monfoon was fetting in, proceeded to Bengal; from 
whence they were difpatched in April with money, merchandize, 
and ftores, but without any of the recruits they brought from Eng- 
Jand, or any troops in return for thofe which had been fent with 
Clive. The fouthern monfoon, which had begun when they failed, 
obliged them to make the outward paflage towards Achin, and they 
came in from the fouthward to Negapatam : in confequence of the in- 
telligence they received at this place, they put out again to fea and kept 
out of fight of land until they ftood in for Madrafs. Chance always 


maintains its fharein all events. Had not the unneceffary anxiety of 


the council at Pondicherry recalled Mr. D’Aché’s fquadron from Kari- 
cal in themiddle of June, but permitted him to havecontinued the cruize 
he intended, thefe fhips would have been taken, and would have fup- 
plied the want of money, which had been the principal caufe of the 

fruitlefs, 
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fruitlefs and difgraceful expedition to Tanjore. It was the 25th of 
July before the Engli fquadron was fufficiently equipped to fail, and 
on the 27th they appeared j in fight of Pondicherry, where the French 


{quadron lay at anchor, and with much hurry got under fail before | 


night. The next morning the two {quadrons were out of fight of 
each other: on the 2gth, the French anchored at Karical; on the 
3rft, at day-break, they failed for Negapatam, and at nine again 
faw the Englifh fquadron; but the wind blowing frefh, the three 
{maller of the French fhips could not work their lower tier, on 
which Mr. D’Aché tacked and ftood away, and the next day again 
faw nothing of the Englifh. ‘The day after, the 2d of Auguft, they 
anchored again at Karical, where Mr. D’Aché received intelligence, 
which was not true, that Mr. Lally had been defeated before Fan- 


jore; and, what was much lefs probable, that the Englith {qua- 


dron intended to difembark a great part of their men, in order to cut 
off the retreat of the French army to Pondicherry. At two in the 
morning lights appeared in the offing, on which the French fqua- 
dron got andes way, and plying to windward perceived the Eng- 
lith at day-break out at fea, about four miles to leeward of them. 
Both fquadrons immediately formed their lines, and Mr. Pococke 
perceiving the {hip which led the enemy’s van (it was the Count de. 
Provence) to be the ftouteft next their Admiral, ordered the Eliza- 
beth, Admiral Stevens, to take the fame ftation in his own line, in- 
ftead of the Tyger, to which, as in the laft engagement, it had 
been alloted. The land-wind blowing from the s. w. the Eneglifh 
line ftretched with their heads to the s. s. e. At eleven o’clock the 
wind where they were, died away, and left them quite becalmed. 
But the enemy continued to have a light breeze from the land, with 
which they ftood on, their line extending Eaft and Weft, and pafied 
the rear of the Englifh line nearly at right angles, without firing a 
fingle fhot, although they had the faiveft opportunity of raking and 
difabling the AeA and Newcaftle, which were the two 
{ternmoft fhips, and, as all the others, lay helplefs in the calm with 
their {terns towards the enemy. 


Uu 2 . At 
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1758. At noon the fea-breeze fprung up from the s. w. which ‘gave the 
oe wind to the Englith fhips. Both f{quadrons formed their lines anew 
ugu 


to the wind, with their heads w. N. w. and as foon as this was done 
in the Englifh line, Mr. Pococke at 20 minutes paft 12 made the 
fignal to bear down. 

The enemy’s line confifted of eight fail; the Sylphide, which ap- 
peared in it in the laft engagement, was kept out to repeat fignals : 
the Comte de Provence, which had not beeen in it, fupplied the place 
of the Bienaime, which was ftranded in the furf. The Elizabeth 
ftood for the Comte de Provence, and hawled up abreaft of her be- 
fore the reft of the line were in their proper form ; for it is impoflible 
that feveral {hips can correfpond inftantaneoufly in the fame opera- 
tions. Mr. D’Achéimmediately made the fignal for engagement, and 
the Comte de Provence had given her broad-fide upon the Eliza- 
beth before Mr. Pococke threw out his fignal, at 20 minutes paft 
one, when his whole line was compleatly formed in clofed order at the 
proper diftance from each other, and all at equal diftance from the 

enemy, who were not fo regularly drawn up, curving inwards from 
the extremities: the two admirals, as in the former engagement, were 
3 in the center of their refpective lines. ‘The fire was in both as hot as 
poffible : but the French fired high, the Englith only at the hulls, 
and both with much certainty, for they were near, the fea {mooth,. 
and the breeze light. In ten minutes the mizen of the Comte de 
Provence took fire, which obliged her to bear away, and cut away 
the maft. The Duc de Bourgogne took her place againft the Eliza- 
beth. A little after the wheel of the Zodiac’s rudder was carried 
away by a fhot from the Yarmouth, to repair which fhe pafled un- 
der the lee of the Duc d’Orleans, and no fooner returned again into. 
the line, than one of her lower deck guns in the gun-room burft, 
and beat through the deck above. This mifchance was foon fol- 
iowed by a greater, for the bullk-head of her powder-room took fire 3 
whilft extinguifhing it, the rudder gave way again, and the fhip fell 
foul of the Duc d’Orleans, her fecond ahead; and both, whilft dif- 
entangling, were expofed almoft defencelefs to the hotteft fire from 
their opponents the Yarmouth and Tyger : the Condé and the Moras. 

x were 
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were by this time beaten out of the line, and at eight minutes after 
two, the Zodiaque as foon as difengaged bore away, as in fifteen 
minutes more did the other five {hips not yet gone, all crowding all 
the fail they could carry, and even cutting their boats adrift, to make 
more way. Mr. Pococke then threw out the fere for a general 
chace; but in lefs than ten minutes all the enemy’s fhips were got out 
of certain fhot; andat fix o’clock their hindmoft were five miles from 
the foremoft of the Engliíh fhips, which then ceafed the chace, and 
after getting together again hawled the wind, and at eight anchored 
off Karical, about three miles from the fhore. Mr. D’Aché fteered for 
Pondicherry. Notwithftanding the irregularity and fhort continu- 
ance of this fight, the French fuffered as much in it as in the for- 
mer engagement, although they had then 1200 more men on board 5 
for their killed and wounded amounted to few lefs than 600, of whom 
33 were killed dead, and 151 dangeroufly wounded in the Zodiaque 
alone. In the whole of the Englifh fquadron only 31 were killed, 
and -166 wounded; both fquadrons fuffered in proportion to the 
manner in which the enemy fought; the French loft in men and 
flaughter, and all the Englifh fhips were fo much damaged in their 
rigging, that; if a frefh wind had arifen during the engagement, feve- 
ral of their mafts muft have gone by the board, for want of the 
fhrowds, ftays, and other fecurities, which the enemy’s fhot and 
langrain had cut away. Both Mr. Pococke and D’Aché were wound 
ed by {fplinters, and Commodore Stevens received a mufket-ball, 
which lodged in his fhoulder, and was feen to be fhot with aim by a 
French officer. i 
Three days after the engagement, a fnow called ths Rubys, from. 
the ifland of Mauritius, anchored in the road of Negapatam, of 
which, as foon as Mr. Pococke received information, he detached 
one of the fhips of his {quadron, whofe.boats cut the {now out of 


the road within gun-fhot of the Dutch flag, and the fort did not fire 


to protect her, but afterwards remonftrated againft the offence. A 
few days aftera Dutch {hip of 500 tons from Batavia, with 30,000. 
pounds in dollars on board, anchored in the road ef Pondicherry, 


hich Mr D’Ache immediately feized as reprifal for the fuppofed 


connivance: 
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connivance of the government of Negapatam, in not protecting the 
Rubys according to the rights of a neutral port. 

The retreat of the Englith garrifons into Madrafs, and the infub- 
erdination of the Nabob’s troops at Arcot, left the country to the fouth 
of the Paliar without any other protection excepting from the troops 
inaintained by Murzatabeg ; who endeavouring to cover a greater 
extent than his force was adequate to, was no where ftrong enough 
to oppofe the enemy ; and, in the end of June, a French officer return- 
ing’ with his efcort of Sepoys, and a party of horfemen, which he had 
levied at Velore, furprized the fort of ‘Trivatore, in which he 
left his Sepoys, who being joined by the peons from the French 
diftricts, all together made incurfions on the harvefts of Conjeveram 
and Salawauk ; to reprefs which, the prefidency fent out again four 
companies of Sepoys, two to Conjeveram, and two to Chinglapet ; 
which were not fufficient to reprefs half the mifchief. How- 
ever, an advantage was foon after gained by other means, which 
more than retaliated the lofs of Trivatore. Mr. Lally, on his ar- 
rival at Pondicherry, had given the fort of Trinomalee with its de- 
pedencies, which Mr. Soupires had reduced in the preceding year, to 
Rajahfaheb, the long-neglected fon of Chundafaheb, who to prove 
himfelf worthy of this change in his fortunes, levied a body of 300 
good horfe and 300 Sepoys, and proceeded with them in the begin- 
ning of Auguft, efcorting a convoy of provifions to the French 
army in the Tanjore country; but this expence and fubftraction 
obliged him to leave Trinomalee ill-guarded. Kiftnarow, the Kel- 
lidar of Thiagar, which had been attacked without fuccefs by the 
French troops, and whofe diftriéts were ftill continually harraffed 
by them, took the opportunity, and aflaulting Trinomalee in the 
night, carried it, and put all the garrifon tothe fword. It was taken 
on the roth of Auguft, and it was not until the 14th that the pre- 
fidency received intelligence of the agreement which the king of 
Tanjore had made on the 1ft of the month, to affift the French 
army in the attack they intended again{t Tritchinopoly ; on which, 
they refolved to take the field, but with no other views or hopes 


than that the rumour might recall the king, or at leaft ftop the 
defection 


a 


to fail, and try the rifque of another engagement. Mr. Lally 
-moved with the army from Karical on the 24th : they. were two 


leave their artillery and carriages there: when Mr. Lally went 
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defection of other allies. ‘The ufual tardinefs of preparations de- 
tained the troops in the town until the 18th; when Colonel Law- 
rence marched with eight field-pieces, 620 Europeans, and 1200 
Sepoys. On the 24th, they encamped on the other fide of the Pa- 
liar, about eight miles beyond Chinglapet, when having received in- 
telligence of the retreat of the French army from Tanjore, they re- 
turned themfelves to Madrafs, where they arrived on thelaft day of the 
month. Whilft abroad, a party of the Nabob’s troops from Arcot, 
encouraged by their march, joined thofe of Abdul Hay the renter 
of Salawauk, and, after an aukward attack, which lafted eight 
days, retook the fort of Trivatore by aflault, and put many of the 
garrifon, which confifted of 500 men, to the fword. - 
Mr. D’Aché retired from the laft engagement with a conviction 
that the Englifh remained to windward with the intention of fall- 
ing fuddenly upon his fhips, whilft moored and repairing in the 
road of Pondicherry; and it was fuppofed that they had two fire-fhips, 
although they had only one, which had been of no fervice in the laft 
engagement: however, thefe notionsdetermined him toanchoroppofite 
to the town, as near the {hore as poflible, under the prote€tion of the 
line of guns to the fea; and the council, in complacence, it is faid, 
to his ideas, recalled the detachment of 600 Europeans encamped. 
with Mr. Soupires at Gingee, who came in on the 14th, on the fame 
day that the troops from Madrafs took the field. Neither the re- 
monftrances of the Count D’Eftaigne, fent forward by Mr. Lally, 
to proteft again{t the difrepute which would follow this apprehen- 
five conduét, nor Mr. D’Eftaigne’s offers of embarking any number 
of troops on the fquadron, and of accompanying them himfelf, asa 
proof of his confidence of fuccefs, availed to induce Mr. D’Aché 


days in pafling the Coleroon at Devi Cotah, and obliged at: laft to 


forward with a {mall detachment, and arrived on the 28th at Pon-. 
dicherry, where he immediately fummoned a mixt council cf the 
adminiftration and the army, who concurred in remonftrating tp 
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P 4 58. Mr. D’Aché the neceflity of meeting the Englith {quadron again, or 
——— at leaft of deferring the departure of his own whilft they remained 
ee on the coaft. Mr. D’Aché returned the unanimous opinion of all 

his captains, that the one was impracticable, and the other too 
dangerous to be rifgued: however, after {ome mediations, he con- 
{ented to leave 500 of his failors and marines to ferve on fhore; 
and on the 3d of September failed with all the fhips for the Ife of 
Mauritius. 
The detachments which had been fent from Tritchinopcly to 
afift Tanjore, and the attack impending on Tritchinopoly itielf, if 
Mr. Lally thould fucceed in his views at Tanjore, had obliged Captain 
Calliaud not only to withdraw the guards of Sepoys ftationed in the 
diftant villages, but even to call in the garrifon he had placed in 
agate the pagoda of Seringham, although: under the guns of the city. 

: The brother of Hydernaig, with the party of Myforeans who had 

- lately been driven out of it, had returned from Dindigul, rein- 

Í forced with more, and were waiting at fome diftance to the weft; 
and as foon as Seringham was evacuated by the Englith troops, 
they came on, and took pofieffion of it again: but Calliaud, as 
{oon as the French army retreated from before Tanjore, fent out 
parties to attack them, who with little effort difpoffeffed and drove 

3 them away. No probability then remaining of any intermediate dan- 

ger, Calliaud refolved, as foon as his detachments returned 

from Tanjore, to difpoflefs the reigning Rheddy of Terriore, and to 
reftore his coufin, the expelled Rheddy: who had long folicited 

_this affiftance, which could not with prudence be afforded, whilft 

the French garrifon were remaining at Seringham. ‘The viciflitudes 
of thefe two competitors had been peculiar. The French found 


kept poffeffion. The plunder of the adjacent villages 
ore, and the ftreights of Utatoor, was the only de- 
a a triment 
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triment to be apprehended from him; but the expelled Rheddy 
was much befriended by the Polygars of Arcelore and Woriorepol- 
lam, whofe long averfion to the French, it was at this time more 
efpecially expedient to encourage by indulging their folicitude for 
the reinftatement of théir friend. 

Accordingly Captain Jofeph Smith marched, with his company 
of 70 Europeans, the company of 50 Coffres, two field-pieces, 
with their artillery-men, and ten companies of Sepoys, commanded 
by Mahomed Ifloof. The depofed Rheddy, with fome of the Colle- 
ries, or natives of Terriore, who abided by his fortunes, accompa- . 
nied the detachment, and, if nothing more, were to ferve as guides 
through the wood. Meflengers were fent forward with a letter, 
ordering the Rheddy within to come out, and meet Captain Smith ; 
and they were inftruéted to take notice of every thing that occurred 
in the path through which they fhould be led; but the. guards 
at the barrier {topped them, and fent on the letter by men of their 
own, who returned with a letter from the Rheddy, which they de- 
livered to the meflengers, who brought it to Captain Smith on the 
march. It contained vague apologies for his not coming out of the 
wood, and endeavoured to gain time, which Captain Smith refolved 
not to lofe. The troops arrived in fight of the barrier at four in 
the afternoon of the day after they had crofled the Coleroon, and 
immediately formed for the attack. 

The wood of Terriore ftretcheth 20 miles along the foot of the 
weftern mountains, and extends from them ro miles into the plain ; 
the wood is in moft parts feven miles through, and enclofes an 
open ground about three miles {quare, of which the farther fide, as 
of the wood itfelf, adjoins to the hills : and in this area are the habi- 
tation of the Rheddi, which is a fpacious building, a town, gardens, 
arable lands, and immediately under the hills a very large tank, 
computed feven miles in circumference, It was known, that the 
path before them had defences in various parts, and that the whole 
of the fighting men would be in thefe ftations. Captain Smith 
therefore fent off four companies of Sepoys, with Ramanaig, a Je- 
mautdar, on whom Mahomed Iffoof had reliance, to enter the wood 

Vor. Il. Xx at 
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at a confiderable diftance on the right, under the conduct of the 
guides, who undertook to lead them to the town, through a fecret 
path, of which there are feveral in the wood, known only to the 
inhabitants, who call them the rogues’ path-way. The firft barrier 
was a winding paflage between two thick-{et hedges of thorn, lead- 
ing into the {traiter path of the wood; but choaked at both ends 
with brambles laid for the occafion. Neverthelefs the enemy aban- 
doned this poft, although very defenfible, without refiftance. 

The Coffres led, followed by the Europeans ; they by one of the 
fix-pounders, with limber boxes only ; and the Sepoys marched in 
the rear, excepting a few who remained to guard the other fix- 
pounder, the {pare ammunition, and the baggage, which were left 
at the {kirt of the wood; the line proceeded more than a mile in the 
path without interruption, but at length was fired upon from a 
breaft-work of brick on the right; from which the enemy were 
foon diflodged, and retired through the bufhes to the next; but as 
they were intent in carrying off their wounded, the mufketry gauled 
them a good deal as they were going away. Moving onward, the line 
foon received a fmart fire from a fecond breaft-work like the firft; 
but the Coffres {oon obliged the enemy to quit this ftation likewife, 
when they retired to their main body; a few of the line were 
wounded in driving them from thefe defences. "The Coffres con- 
tinued to move on in front, and had out-marched the reft of the 
line, when by a fudden turning in the road, they came unexpectedly 
at once within piftol-fhot of the enemy’s principal pot. This was 
a ftrong wall of brick, 14 feet high, divided into a rampart and 
parapet, and in-the parapet were feveral tiets of loop-holes; it 
ftretched a-crofs the path and fome yards beyond it on each hand, 


-and had a return of the fame conftruction at each extremity, but 


falling back, inftead of projecting to flank the main wall, and in the 
return on the left ftood the gate-way ; this work was furrounded by 
a ftrong hedge of thorn, which continuing on the fides joined the 
main wood to fome diftance in the rear. As foon as the Coffres ap- 
peared at the turning, the enemy teftified their numbers, and their 


courage, 
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courage, by fhouting, the din of inftruments, and a ftrong fire of 
their matchlocks, which, with the furprize, panic-ftruck the Coffres: 
they ran back in the path, and were immediately followed by num- 
bers of the enemy iffuing from the thickets on the left. There was 
no time to enquire the caufe. Captain Smith immediately led on/the 
Europeans, who foon drove the enemy back into the wood, who did 
not efcape through the barrier of thorns before the wall. Both were 
now attentively examined ; and, whilft {ome endeavoured to tear up 
the hedge in front, others tried to get round the flanks of it into. 
the wood; but none fucceeded, and feveral were wounded. The field- 
piece was then advanced, and fired until all its ammunition was ex- 
pended, without taking any effect on the parapet, or intimidating 
the enemy, whofe matchlocks had wounded five of the fix artillery- 
men ferving the gun, and more of the othér Europeans, who likewife 
had expended moft of their cartridges. It was now feven o’clock, 
and began to grow dark, when all the blacks, whether Coffres, Se- 
poys, or Lafcars, took advantage of this prote€tion, and flunk away 
back into the path, out of the reach of danger, excepting Mahomed 
Hoof, one fervant of Captain Smith’s, and one Tindal, or corporal 
of the ‘Lafcars. A fupply of ammunition had been fent for from 
the {kirt of the wood as foon as the troops came to the wall; but 
from the diftance it could not be expected for fome time. During 
which, Captain Smith ordered the Europeans to fire their mufkets 
now and then againft the parapet, as well to convince the enemy 
that they were determined not to relinquifh the attack, as to divert the 
chance of their difcovering the party with Ramanaig, whofe arrival, 
too long delayed, had for fome time created much doubt and anxiety. 
At eight o’clock more ammunition came up, when the firing of the 
field-piece and mufketry renewed again with great vivacity, and was 
equally returned by the enemy. Soon after, firing was heard in 
the rear of the wall, and the found of Ding Mahomed echoed 
from every part of the wood; this is the fuccefsful fhout of the 
Sepoys, and fignifies the faith of their Prophet. They were al- 
ready in the path, advancing at full pace; the troops of the ram- 
part were flying, and met their fire ; after which all refiftance ceafed; 
| BGs e2 and 
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1758. and Ramanaig breaking down the gate, let in his friends without. 
There remained three miles of the path to the town, but impeded 
with no more defences, nor were the thickets on either hand fo 
clofe. The troops were gathered, the Sepoys and Coffres who 
had -kept back came on, and all proceeded to the town, which 
they found abandoned. ‘The reigning Rheddy, and all his people, 
had efcaped into the hills, excepting a few men who could not 
remove, having been blown-up with gunpowder intended to load 
a field-piece, which they were dragging to the wall in the pafs. 
The delay of Ramanaig’s party had been caufed by the timidity of $; 
his guides, who, on fome fright, left them foon after they entered 
the wood, to find their way as they could. Of 7o Europeans 4 were 
killed and 28 wounded in the attack ; Mahomed Ifloof was fhot 
through the arm, but, binding up his wound, continued on the 

ground until all was over. A great number of fcaling ladders were 
found at the Rheddy’s houfe, which had been prepared, and were 
lying in readinefs for theFrench to efcalade Tritchinopoly, when they 
fhould fee the opportunity. The natives of this diftri€t have little 
refemblance with any others in the Carnatic; they have large bloated 

z heads, pot bellies, and {mall limbs. ‘The climate is very unhealthy 

to ftrangers, imputed to the nature of the water. The detachment 
continued in the town a week; and during this fhort ftay Captain 

: Smith, all his officers, and moft of the other Europeans, fell ill. 

Three companies of Sepoys, with three good ferjeants, were left to 
prote& the reinftated Rheddy ; and the main body of the detachment 
eturned to ‘Tritchinopoly. 

Mr. Lally felt feverely, although he did not acknowledge, the 
difgrace of his retreat from Tanjore. It exaf{perated the natural af- 
perity of his difpofition, and inflamed all his prejudices and animo- 
fities, which, continually expreffed in the keeneft farcafms his re- 
dundant wit could fuggeft, had rendered him odious to all ranks of 
men, to the natives as to the colony, to the {quadron as to his own 
army, in which he feems to have allowed capacity with zeal to no. 
one, excepting the Count d’Eftaigne. On the other hand, no im- 

putations were {pared by phe wounded, or. their Pendle. which 
: could 


September. 
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could aggravate his mortifications; not even cowardice itfelf, although 
the fuppofition arofe only from the ftun which he received in the 
onfet of the Tanjorine horfemen. Being naturally fufpicious, and 
equally inquifitive, he did not remain ignorant of thefe reports and 
opinions ;` but for the prefent ftifled his refentment, in hopes of 
tracing them to principals worthy of notice, whom he fufpected to 
be the firft in the government, from their adherence to Mr. Buffy. 
Thefe reproaches, however, ftimulated his aftivity to enter imme- 
diately into aétion; and, on his arrival at Pondicherry, whilft ar- 
ranging with Mr. D’Aché, he ordered Saubinet to march with the 
600 Europeans who had encamped with Soupire’s, and were frefh 
men, and retake Trinomalee. But before we open this new cam- 
paign, it is neceflary to review the events of Mr. Bufly in the De- 
can; and continue the affairs of Bengal to this. period ; as each 
were at this time approaching to an immediate relation with the 
operations of both nations in the Carnatic. 
The force with which Mr. Buffy marched from Rajahmundrum 
in the beginning of the year, to rejoin Salabadjing at Aurengabad, 
confifted of 500 Europeans infantry and artillery, 200 Europeans 
mounted as Huffars and dragoons, 5000 Sepoys, and ro field-pieces. 
They ftruck direftly acrofs the country, pafling through Elore, and 
proceeded in a high road, which had never before been marched by 
a body of European troops. The diftance by the perambulator is 
nearly 400 miles; which it is faid they accomplifhed in 21 days. 
On their arrival at Aurengabad, they encamped on the weftern fide 
of the city, and in the midft of four armies: Nizamally’s from 


Berar; the army of the Subahfhip, of which Nizamally had hkewile 


affumed the command; of Baffaulet Jung from Adoni; and the ~ 


Morattoes, now commanded by Balagerow in perfon, who had come 
as ufual to take advantage of the confufions in the government, but 
had fufpended hoftilities. 

The approach of Mr. Buffy and his force, which was equal in 
efficacy to any of the armies, fufpended all intrigues in attention to 
his conduét. He immediately vifited Salabadjing with much cere- 
mony, and treated him with every mark of refpect and allegiance 5 


the 
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the next day he went to Balagerow, who met him half-way in a 
tent pitched on purpofe, and then conducted him to his camp, 
where they had a long conference. Shanavaze Khan had already 
afked permiffion to exculpate himfelf in perfon ; but Mr. Buffy com- 
miffioned Hyderjung his principal agent to receive his communica- 
tions, in order, if poffible, to difcover his real practices or intentions. 
The father of Hyderjung was governor of Mafulipatam when the 
French factory in that city was confitcated in 1750 by the orders of 
Nazirjing, of which he evaded the rigour; and afterwards, when 
the city itfelf was furprized by the armament fent from Pondi- 
cherry by Mr. Dupleix, is fuppofed to have connived at their 
fuccefs. With thefe pretenfions, his fon came, and tendered 
his fervice to Mr. Bufly at Golcondah on his firft arrival there with 
Salabadjing from the Carnatic, when Hyderjung received a command 
in the French Sepoys, in which he diftinguifhed himfelf; but {till 
more by his fagacity and addrefs, until by degrees he became 
the principal confident of Mr. Buffy, who, to give him weight 
and dignity, obtained for him high titles from Salabadjing, and even 
a patent of nobility from Delhi. From this time, his retinue 
and houfehold were eftablifhed with fumptuoufnefs; and he was 
allowed to keep a conftant court or durbar in order to extend his 
informations; and Jaghires with other emoluments, fufficient not 
only to defray his expences, but to eftablifh his fortune, were 
likewife conferred on him, as well by Salabadjing as Mr. Bufly : 
his penetration foon perceived that Shanavaze Khan, naturally 
timid, was frightened by the arrival of the French army; but that 
he had been the fecret fpring of all the mifchief, in which he 
had engaged from a perfuafion that the operations of the war de- 
clared between the two European nations would have confined Mr. 
Bufly to the prote€tion of the ceded provinces until its conclufion ; 
before which he had no doubt of eftablifhing his own arrangements 
in the government of the Decan, too firmly to be fhaken. But, 
as more danger in the prefent circumf{tances was to be apprehended 
from the more audacious character of Nizamally, who, befides the 


refpet which was paid to his birth, had acquired fome reputation 
among ft 
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amongft the troops, Mr. Bufly refolved for the prefent to take Sha- 
navaze Khan in his hand as far as he would go, by which he 
would at leaft be more narrowly watched, if not prevented from 
fuggefting refources to Nizamally, and abetting them with his pub- 
-lic influence, which, from his long fervices, and a perfuafion of 
his attachment to the family of Nizamalmuluc, was confiderable. 
In conformity to this conduét, Mr. Bufly, by appointment, vifited Ni- 
zamally, but with a very {trong efcort, which, when he entered the 
tent, was fo difpofed, as to be certain of avenging any attempt on 
his perfon. ‘The interview continued with calmnefs until Mr. Buffy 
advifed Nizamally to deliver back the great feal of the government to 
Salabadjing ; when Nizamally anfwered with much heat, ‘¢ that he 
« with his brother Baflaulet Jung had been obliged to take it from him 
“ by the clamours of his own troops, who having been long difap- 
« pointed of their pay, with an army of Morattoes in fight, could not 
«c have been reftrained from open revolt, if he and his brother had not 
« immediately furnifhed a part of their arrears, and given their own 
“ obligations to pay the reft : it was therefore unjuft to deprive them of 
% the means of reimburfing the money they had advanced, and {till 
« more, to difable them from providing for the difcharge of their fu- 
% ture engagements, the failure of which would, from the fame caufe, 
‘« expofe them to the very dangers which they had averted from 
«¢ Salabadjing.” The next day Salabadjing viited Nizamally in his 
camp, and demanded the feal in form, but received the fame anfwer. 
Whether from real or pretended indignation, Nizamally the day 
after fent for Shanavaze Khan, and reproached him publickly as the 
author of this advice: the next day, which was the 14th of Febru- 
ary, as Baffaulet Jung was pafling on his elephant near the palace of 
Salabadjing, a mufket in the croud went off, and the ball pafled 


through the houfings on which he was fitting : the man was im- - 


mediately feized, and being queftioned, faid, he had been hired by 
Shanavaze Khan and Hyder Jung, with the promife of 5000 rupees, 
to fhoot Baflaulet Jung. The ftory was carried, with as much in-- 
coherence as it was paffing in the city, to the camp of Nizamally,. 
who, pretending to believe the life of his brother in danger, 
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mounted his elephant, and advanced with what troops were ready 
3 ee ane ee oS - 
to the neareft gate; but after fevera: me lages w hich aflured him 
that Baflaulet Jung was fafe, he returned in the evening. The 
r] = ~ i x } 3 A - - .. a - 
day after Baffaulet Jung went to the curbat of Salabadjing, {poke 
anding, and with exprefiions of unufual difrefpect flung down 
the feai. It is fo rare in the manners of Indoftan that any inde- 


corum of words or gefture pafies amongft equals, and ftll more 
from an inferior, that the officers prefent in the durbar formed 
finifter conjectures of thefe animotities among{t the brothers ; 
and although the few, who reafon before they believe, im- 
puted the mufket-ball to chance, and the confeflion of the man 
to {ubornation, yet the troops even in Salabadjing’s camp were pers 
fuaded that he had been employed, if not by Shanaveze Khan, at 
leaft by Hyder Jung. Mr. Bufly faw the general odium to which 
this prejudice, #f not removed, would expofe himfelf and all his 
nation ; and fuggefted a means of reconciliation. The feal was 
fent back to Baffaulet Jung, but an officer, who was a dependant on 
Hyder Jung, was appointed to keep it in a fealed bag, and to be 
prefent whenever it was ufed. This compliment, fuch as it was, 
fatisfied the officers of Baffaulet Jung’s court, and appeafed the 
public ; and other advantages were gained by it; for Baflaulet jung 
confenting, it placed him in fuch a relation with the adminiftration 
of Salabadjing, that he was either likely to relinquifh, or would not 
be able to conceal his intrigues with his brother Nizamally. A few 
days after this reconciliation, Salabadjing fent a deputation of his 
principal officers to Nizamally, requefting him to relinquifh the go- 
vernment of Berar, and to accept as a compenfation a monthly al- 
lowance of 20,000 rupees. Nizamally reje€ted the propofal with 
difdain, and publifhed it amongft the troops, who with equal indig- 
nation cried out, that ‘‘ Nizamally was a fon of Nizamalmuluck as 


- well as Salabadjing.” This expreffion of their attachment pre- 


cluded the employment of force, and, as the only means left to reduce 


him to compliance, the principal officers of his army were tampered 


with, and feveral of them were gained by promifes and money to 
give aflurances that they would not fupport him in afflerting the go- 
I ; vernment 
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vernment of Berat again ft the will of Soubah, seid hei received _ 
fome other dignity which he might accept without difhonour; _ 
but by this time Nizamally himielé was content to diffemble, 
and remain quiet, waiting for events. Such was the ftate of affairs 
in the city and camps of Aurungabad towards fhe end of March, 
when the various agitations, which had hitherto kept every intereft 
in conftant vibration, began to fubfide; and this temporary tran- 
quillity had been much wifhed for by Mr. Buffy, in order to ac- 
complifh another icheme he had fome time been preparing. 

No reliance could be placed on the integrity of Shanavaze Khan’s 
conduét, whilft in poffeffion of fach a refuge and refource. as the 
fortrefs of Doltabad ; but no offers were likely to induce him to re- 
linquith it, for Balagerow had in vain attempted to purchafe it from 
him: and the direct propofal from Mr. Buffy to Shanavaze Khan 
himfelf, would reveal the fecret, and defeat the intention. Mr, Buffy 
therefore employed Hyder Jung to treat with the governor of the 
fort, who, after a variety of arguments and overtures, at length con- 
fented to betray his truft on the receipt of a fum of money in hand 
and the promife of a more profitable employment: but to fave the 
appearance of his honour, dictated the manner. A day or two be- 
fore the execution of the {cheme, Mr. Bufly, as if having leifure to 
take fome amufement, fent his compliments to the governor, re- 
quefting his permiflion to pafs an hour in the upper fort, from which 
the profpect is extenfive and magnificent: and the governor invited 
him to'dinner. Mr. Bufly arrived, efcorted by 300 Europeans, who 
were admitted into the fecond fort, to which the governor, under 
pretence of refpe&, fent down all the garrifon of the upper, ex- 


cepting fifty men, with whom he ETT himfelf above to receive - 


` the guefts. Mr. Bufly went up accompanied by forty men, many of 


whom were officers. The dinner was ferved in the hall of the 
killidar’s houfe, and when ready, Mr. Buffy, with the officers, went 
into the hall, and his body guard remained at the door: but the killidar, 
` as if from politenefs, admitted none of his own officers or foldiers, and 
from the menial fervants who waited, little refiftance was to be appre- 


hended. On the invitation to fit down, Mr. Buffy told the killidar, that 
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. he could not partake of his hofpitality, being obliged by the neceffity 
of his affairs, to make him a prifoner, and take pofleflion of the 
i fort; but that no violence was intended againft his perfon, pro- 
4pril. vided neither he nor his garrifon attempted any refiftance. The 
killidar, as if fa®Brized, furrendered his poignard; he was then 
conduéted into the area, and fignified his condition and the rifque to 
F his foldiers, who in deference to his danger gave up their arms. On 
the fignal, the French troops below got under arms ; by which 
time meflengers fent by the killidar came down and informed the 
garrifon there of what had happened above; and fuch was the 
military reputation of the French troops drawn up before them, that 
the few, whofe indignation exhorted their comrades to revenge their 
lord and defend themfelves, found fewer to fecond their refiftance. 
; Neverthelefs, fome {kirmifhing enfued, but fubfided on the death 
of two or three of thefe leaders ; immediately after which, the gar- 
- rifons were turned out of both the forts; and the defences of the 
town below were too weak to require heed. : 

No reconciliation, and every mifchief, was to be expected from 
Shanavaze Khan after this provocation, and Mr. Buffy had taken 
meafures to prevent the effects of his revenge: a party of Sala- 
badjing’s troops furrounded his tent in the camp in the very hour 
that the governor of Doltabad was arrefted; and as the connexion 
between him and Mahomed Huffein the king’s Duan had lately 

grown into ftri& intimacy, another detachment at the fame time 
fecured his perfon likewife ; they were both made prifoners before 
they knew why, or the lofs of Doltabad. The news excited’ uni- 
verfal aftonifhment, and terrified even thofe in whom it raifed the 
moft refentment : fat Nizamally recovering from his firt emotions 
pretended that the pofleffion of Doltabad was a matter in which his 
aiite were not concerned. 
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view ; « What advantage, he faid, can you Europeans derive from 1758." 
LC the poflefion of this poft, fituated in the center of Indoftan ? 1¢ o 


thig 
« you hold it with your own troops, it will only ferve to weaken your yee 
« army every time you quit the neighbourhood of Aurungabad. pu ae 
<¢ you leave it to the care of Salabadjinp” s, his enemies, who are yours, 
« will find means to get it, as Shanavaze Khan lately did. Would it 
«< not be better to give it me? If I obtain it by your means, you have 
** too much experience of my character to doubt of my gratitude ; 
‘* and the confufions which reign in the court of Salabadjing, the fitu- 

‘* ation of your northern provinces, and the war in which you are 
** engaged with the Englifh m the Carnatic, may foon give me op- 

‘¢ portunities of rendering important fervices to your nation.” Mr. 
Bufly replied, that his principal motive for taking ~pofletiion of Dol- 
tabad had been to fecure a certain refuge for the perfonal fafety of 
Salabadjing againft all the accidents of war, and all the convulfions of 
his government. Balagerow, although difappointed, manifefted no 
umbrage, but continued in his camp, waiting from events fome . 
better opportunity of renewing his plea. Wager 

Many had conjectured the motives of his return, and the enemies 

of Salabadjing expected an immediate rupture between them; and 
Nizamally, encouraged by this hope, folicited his alliance, promifing 
to give him Doltabad if everin his power. But Balagerow gave no 
encouragement to his propofals ; on which, he with much hypoerify 
pretended to be at length convinced of the mifdemeanors of his late 
condudt, and affured Salabadjing and Mr. Buffy that he fhould chear- 
fully accept and abide by their determination of his fortune. His 
profeftions, although doubted, were accepted; becaufe the feduétion 
of {fome of his connexions, and the imprifonment of the moft dan- — 
gerous, had greatly weakened his means of mifchief; but, not to É 
{hock by too fudden an humiliation the public refpe& to his birth, 
it was agreed to give him the government of Hydrabad, which, al- 
though sneek abridged of its ancient domain, fiill remained a very 
confiderable province of the Decan, Nizamally affeéting to be per- 
fe&ly fatisfied with the lot, vifited Salabadjing, received’ the in- 
veftiture in public, and made oftentatious preparatious to proceed to ng 
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the capital of his government. The day of his departure was fixed 
for the 11th of May ; and Salabadjing, having no fufpicion that he 
had any other intentions, went two days before to pay his devotions 
at the tomb of his father Nizamalmuluck, which ftands fomewhere 
about 20 miles from Aurengabad. 

In the morning of Nizamally’s departure, he helda public durbar 
to receive the compliments of taking leave from the principal officers 
of the government : amongft them went Hyder Jung, whom he re- 
ceived with marked diftinétion: and, when he difmifled the aflembly, 


_ beckoned him, with feveral of his own officers, to follow to an in- 


ward tent, where they again fat down, and difcourfed a while with 
much feeming confidence on public affairs, until Nizamally rofe fud- 
denly, as if urged by fome fudden neceflity ; but made a motion 
with his hand to Hyder Jung not to move, fignifying that he fhould 
return immediately, and in the inftant difappeared behind a curtain 
which opened to other apartments. Hyder Jung, notwithftanding 
the injunction, was rifing to make his obeifance ; when two officers, 
who were fitting one on each hand of him, preffed him down by 
the fhoulders, and a domeftic, who ftood ready behind, plunged a 
dagger into his heart: the ftruggle was heard, but it was fome time 
before the attendants of Hyder Jung were apprifed of his death ; for 
no fervants are admitted within the centries who guard the tent 
of audience,. and the greateft part of the retinue remain at a ftill 
greater diftance, in the place where their mafter has alighted. Letters 


all of the fame tenor to Salabadjing, Balajerow, Baflaulet Jung, and 


even to Mr. Buffy, had been prepared previous to the aflaflination, 
deferibing it as the unfortunate confequence of high words and 
affront, which had rifen between Hyder Jung and fome officers 
in the durbar, after Nizamally had retired: the letter to Mr. Bufly 
brought the firft intelligence which he received of the event, and was 


f interpreted to him by Zulfacar Khan, the very brothér of Hyder 


Jur _ The general was immediately beaten, and in a few minutes the 


gaintt himfelf of all the powers by which he was 


fur- 
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furrounded ; but Jaffier Ally Khan, who at this time had the Principal 1758. 

command in Salabadjing’s army, immediately fent him aflurances of _ "~ 

his attachment, and foon after came up with a large body of troops, Sey ae 

who ranged with the French, and others were following: the firft May. 

care was to fend a detachment to ftrengthen the efcort of Sala- - 
badjing, and protect his return from his father’s tomb: Mr. Buffy 
had no doubt that Shanavaze Khan and the emperors Duan Ma- 
homed Huffein had abetted, if not advifed, the aflaflination of Hyder 
Jung: their confinement had hitherto been gentle, having only 
centinels round the enclofures of their tents, in which they refided 
with their families ; but Mr. Bufly now fuppofed, that they would 
endeavour to efcape to, or might be refeued by, Nizamally ; to pre- 
vent which, as well as to have fureties againft the aflaffination of his 
own perfon, he fent a {trong detachment to bring them immediately 
to his own camp, intending to confine them in the fortrefs of 
Doltabad, until more certain information was acquired, or tranquillity 
reftored. The detachment confifted of Salabadjing’s troops, and. 
French Sepoys. They found a multitude of armed men at the 
tents, who refufed them admiffion, which they immediately at- 
tempted by violence, and were refifted with great refolution, ani- 
mated by the principals, who fuppofing their deaths determined, 
joined and encouraged their adherents; after which no quarter was 
given ; neither did the conflict ceafe, until Shanavaze Khan with 
one of his fons, Mahomed Huffein, and moft of thofe who defended 

T them, were killed on the fpot. Before the evening clofed, an officer — 

deputed by Balajerow came to Mr. Buffy, with affurances-of his de- 

teftation of the murder of Hyder Jung. pii 

Nizamally had been waiting in the utmoft agitation the con- 

fequences of his deed, and feems to have expected a very different 

refult ; for the news of Shanavaze Khan’s and Mahomed Huflein’s - 
death was obferved to ftrike him with difmay. At midnight he 

quitted the camp, accompanied by the choice of his cavalry ; and 

Aled with the utmoft {peed and perfeverance that their horfes could. 

endure to gain Brampour, which is one hundred and fifty miles ny. 

of Aurungabad. It is faid they reached it in 26 hours, which is- 
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impofibte, Refpe& to Salabadjing had witbheld Mr. Bufly from at- 
tacking Nizamally in his camp, which his torce would have eafily 
serfed. 


beaten up and difpe 
Salabadjing returned, and immediately held a general 


The next day 
council of his principal officers, at which Mr. Bufly was. likewife 
prefent : after many opinions all infeniibly joined in the neceflity of 
puniíhing Nizamaily ; and this led toa general refolution of march- 
ing directly with the whole army to Brampour. Mr. Bufly, who 
knew the charaéters-and connexions of thofe who compofed the 
council, fufpected the fincerity of feveral in this advice, forefeeing 
that nothing would render him more unpopular in the Decan than 
the imputation of engaging the Soubah in a war with his brother, 
to avenge an offence more particularly committed againft himfelf: 
he had, moreover, at this time received intelligence from Pondi- 
cherry that Mr. Lally was daily expected to arrive there, whofe 
orders might not be confonant to the difficulties or importance of 
his own fituation: he therefore endeavoured to revoke the refolution ; 
but Salabadjing himfelf infifted, and refted the neceffity on the af- 
fertion of his own authority. ‘Che whole army was in motion the. 
next morning, and advanced with diligence for three days towards 
Brampour, during which Mr. Buffy convinced. Salabadjing, naturally 
averfe to endeavour, of the inutility of the purfuit, fince it was evi- 


-dent that Nizamally with the infufficient force he commanded would 


be continually removing out of his reach. The army having halted 
a day began their march back, thinking that they were returning to 
Aurungabad ; but it was the intention of Mr. Bufiy ta lead them 
by degrees to Golcondah ; and in this view he fuggefted the expe- 
diency of moving towards the frontiers of Berar, in order to {up- 
prefs any commotions which might be attempted in that province 
by the adherents of Nizamally. The army thus proceeded to the 
fouth, leaving the city of Aurungabad at a diftance to the weft; but, 
halting continually to fupport the regulations of the government, 
advanced {o flowly, that they did not reach the banks of the Gun ga, 
which paffeth about midway between Golcondah and Aurungabad, 
until the 11th of June, in which interval Mr. Conflans arrived with 

. . his 
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his commiffion to a& as fecond in the command of the French army 1758. 
and brought a ‘letter from Mr. Lally to Mt. Buffy, dated the toth of i 
May, which announced, although it did not order, his recall. The 
paflage of the Gunga would decide the continuance of the march to 
Golcondah, of which the army ftill remained uncertain ; but by this a 
time Mr. Buffy had gained the concurrence of Baffaulet Jung by pro- 

mifing him the goverment of Hydrabad, which had been intended Hir: 
for his brother Niza amally, together with the office of Duan to the ey | 
foubahfhip : his approbation filenced the difcontent of many others, a 
and the army fhewed no averfion to go on: and as it was daily ex- ‘a 
pected that the river would begin to rife, Mr. Buffy making ufe of = 
this pretence, arranged, that the tents, family, amd domeftic re- . a 
tinue of Salabadjing, fhould pafs the firft, and then immediately fol- / $ 
lowed him{elf with the whole body of the French troops, in the 
midft of whom he ordered the tents of Salabadjing to be pitched. | 
Having thus fecured pofleffion of this important pledge, he gave out a 
his intentions, which he had hitherto concealed, of not advancing A ~<a 
any farther towards Golcondah, before he was Gita by the troops a 
he had left to garrifon the fortrefs of Doltabad; they were 150 . 0 eae 
Europeans, and 500 Sepoys, to whom Mr. Buffy, on his return from Bet 
the purfuit of Nizamally, had fent orders to come away, leaving 

the fortrefs to an officer nominated by Salabadjing, and to join him 

where he now was, on the Gunga; his dread of fome evil chance 
befalling them, if left far behind, was the caufe of this precaution ; 

they were already on the way, marching expeditioufly, anda few _ 
days after arrived fafe at the camp; which then moved forward, ane 

the whole pafied the river juft before the rains fet in, which, as ufual, 5 
fell and continued with greât violence, and BRG the tran{po port of Ah 
the artiller y {o difficult, that the army did not arrive at - Hydrabad until | 
the 15th of July; on which day Mr. Buffy received a letter written Julie 
by Mr. Lally on the 13th of June, ordering him to repair to ~ 
Pondicher ry without dale with all the troops which could be {pared 

from the defence of Mafulipatam and the northern provinces, and to 

take up Mr, Moracin in the way, who had received the fame order ee 
{n this letter no refpect was preferved to the convenience or incliz 
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nation of Salabadjing, whofe connexions in the prefent conjun&ture 

=y Mtr. Lally confidered as a chimera of no efe&t, and who was thus 

_ deprived, even without apology, of the only fupport in his govern- 

uy. ment, on which he had been accuftomed to rely with confidence. 

He took leave of Mr. Bufly with the utmoft defpondency, called 

him the guardian angel of his life and fortune, and foreboded the 

-unhappy fate to which he fhould be expofed by his departure. Mr. 

Bufly affured him, that he fhould foon return; and fuch was his 

‘with and expectation ; for although he knew the prejudices which 

“Mr. Lally entertained againft himfelf, his conduct, and the whole 

connexion of the French nation with the Subah of the Decan ; he 

E: ; imagined, that his reprefentations in perfonal conference would con- 

vince Mr. Lally, that this alliance, and the affiftances which might 

be derived from it, would be the fureft means of acquiring and main- 

taining the fuperiority of the French nation over the Englith on the 

coaft of Coromandel. ‘The whole French army, for none were left 

_ with Salabadjing, marched from Aurungabad on the 18th of July, the 

Augu. third day after they arrived there. On the third of Auguft they 

reached Reyoor on the left bank of the Kriftna, about 20 miles from 

Mafulipatam, where Mr. Moracin joined them. Here Mr. Bufly 

delivered over the command of the army and the government of all 

the ceded provirices to Mr. Conflans, taking with him 250 of the 

beft of the Europeans, of which roo were cavalry, and 500 Sepoys. 

‘They proceeded through Ongole to Nelore, where they arrived on 

September. the 4th of September, and were received by Nazeabullah as friends 
and allies. We snail now proceed to the affairs of Bengal. 
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War of COLONEL CLIVE on the day he arrived at Muxadavad from 
Bencar. Patna, which was the 15th of May, received advices from the coaft 
_ of Coromandel of the arrival of the French fquadron, and of the 

engagement between them ‘and the Englifh on the 29th of April. 
paon with which the city of Muxadavad was at this ` ‘time 
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received, as a complete naval victory ; two of the French, hips 
funk in the fight, inftead of one ftranded afterwards by a mifchan 
the reft put to flight, with no likelyhood of being able to land the 
troops which they had brought for Pondicherry. 
The Nabob had tranfmitted to his fon Meerum his own vexation 
at the attention which. Clive had fhewn to the preferyation of Roy- 
doolub, by taking him with him to Muxadavad, when the campaign 
broke up at Bar. Meerum had not been able to fupprefs fome ex- 
preflions of indignation, which were reported to Conjebeharry, the 
brother of Roydoolub, who aéted in the, city as his deputy in the 
office of duan : the brother, too felicitous for Roydoolub’s fafety, and 
his own, had tampefed with a confiderable Jemautdar in the Nabob’s 
fervice, who gave his oath to aét, whenever danger fhould require, itr 
defence of Roydoolub’s houfe. Meerum’ obtained knowledge of this 
agreement juft as Clive and Roydoolub were approaching the city, 
which he immediately quitted with much appearance of fear, and 
went to Mootagil, one of the palaces in the neighbourhood, 
where he fummoned all the troops and artillery of the government, 
giving out that he intended to march away to his father, who had 
not yet pafled the ftreight of Tacriagully. The more obfcure the 
caufe, the greater was the terror raifed by this abrupt refolution: 
The markets were deferted, the {hops were fhut, the bankers, even 
the Seats, would do no bufinefs, and many principal families pre- 
pared to fend away their effects. The city had been for two days in 
this trepidation, when Clive arrived, and on enquiry, found that 
Meerum affected to fufpect even him of joining with Roydoolub in 
evil intentions againft his life. He immediately wrote to the 
Nabob, complaining of Meerum in the fharpeft terms, and faid, that 
he would no longer remain in Bengal, faerificing zeal to diftruft; | 
he, however, fagacioufly refrained from making any mention in this 
letter of the late news from Coromandel, forefeeing, that it would 
make a ftronger impreflion on the Nabob’s mind, when received, 
magnified as it would come with advantageous circumftances by the 
report of others. The Nabob anfwered with much contrition ; but 
before his letter arrived, Meerum had been convinced by Mr. Scrafton, 
Vor. II. Zz . 
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who was intimate with him, of the meannefs of his fufpicions, and 
of the rafhnefs of his conduét, and had afked pardon of Clive in 
the moft fubmiftive terms. Neverthelefs, the news of his agitations 
had induced the Nabob to defift from his huntings, and his intention 
of pafling the remainder of the Mahomedan lent at a famous durgar, 
or tomb near Rajahmahal. He arrived in the city on the 30th of 
May; but Clive, little folicitous of an interview with him, had 
gone away on the 24th to Calcutta. Two thoufand of the Englith 
Sepoys were fent thither, and the reft, with all the Europeans, re- 
mained at Coffimbuzar. 

On the 20th of June arrived the Hardwicke, one of the company’s 
fhips from England, with the arrangements that had been made in 
confequence of the news of the lofs of Calcutta. The firft advices 
of this event were received in London in the month of Auguft of the 
preceding year, when the company appointed a temporary committee 
of five perfons (an which Clive was to prefide) to manage their affairs 
in Bengal; but in November they refolved to difmifs Mr. Drake 
from the government, and nominated a council of ten, in which 
the four fenior members were to prefide alternately, each for three 
months : in this fucceflion of the four Mr. Watts ftood the firt; 
the others were Mr. Manningham, Mr. Beecher, and Mr. Holwell, 
who was not yet returned from England. The firt refolution of 
Auguft had been fent in another fhip, which although difpatched be- 
fore was not yet arrived; fo that the firft intelligence of it came in the 
Hardwicke, with that of November. The novelty of this refolution 
fubjected i it to the imputation of abfurdity : it was faid that the powers 
of the country, accuftomed to treat with one chief, would regard 
the alternate prefidents of Calcutta with mockery inftead « of pened. 


but another caufe operated on opinions more ftrougly.. Colonel 


Clive had felt and expreffed refentment at the negleét of emer in: 
the company’s orders, for no {tation was marked r him in the new 
eftablifhment: much money remained due on the clair ns of the 
treaties ; the Nabob might prove refractory if Clive fhould depart ; 
and all concurred in thinking he would beft defend what he had 


won, in cafe the French fhould make any attempt in the province.. 
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The three leading members of the council were more impreffed 
than any with thefe’ apprehenfions, and propofed to the reft that 
Clive fhould be requefted to accept of the government under the 
ufual modes ; the vote was unanimous, and the tender was made 
and accepted on the 26th of June. 

Intelligence of the fall of Fort St. David had arrived on the 2oth, 
and left no doubt of Mr. Lally’s intention of befieging Madrafs as 
{foon as the Englifh fquadron fhould be obliged. by the monfoon to 
quit the coaft in O&ober, unlefs he fhould prefer to detach a part 
of his force to Bengal. 

On the 4th of July, letters were received from Anunderatize= 
Gauzepetty, who had fucceeded the Rajah Vizeramrauze, in his 
power and territory in the provinces of Rajahmundrum and Chi- 
cacole. Anunderauze, diffatisfied with the arrangements made by Mr. 
Bufly on the death of his predeceffor, had waited an opportunity to 
take his revenge ; which occurred foon after Mr. Bufly’s departure, 
by the embarrafiments in which he was involved at Aurengabad by 
the animofity of Nizamally, and the orders of Mr. Lally for his re- 
turn into the Carnatic. Anunderauze, on this intelligence, marched 

from his refidence of Vizianagarum, and retook Vizagapatam from the 
French garrifon, of which he fent advices, offering to furrender the 
place, to the Prefidency of Madrafs ; and requefting them to fend 
a large detachment, which he intended to join with his own 
forces, and take ‘the four provinces, which the French had ob- 
tained from the Subah of the Decan ; but finding that no troops 
could be fpared from the Carnatic, he now made the fame propofals 
to the prefidency of Bengal, where the projet feemed delufive or 
chimerical to all but Clive. However, nothing could be determined 
before the month of September, when fhips might quit the river, 
and the intentions of Mr. Lally would probably be afcertained. 

The real ftate of the Englith affairs in the Carnatic could be no 
longer concealed in Bengal, and required more complacency than 
the government of Calcutta had hitherto fhewn to the’ inclinations 
of Meer Jaffier, who regarded the encreafe of their diftrefles eS 


diately have gratified his favourite vengeance againft Roydoolub, tub, if 
LD the 
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the difcontent of ‘his troops for want of pay had not rendered it 

sal dangerous to give them fuch a pretence of tumult, before they were 

_fatisfied. In other points of the government he was obferved to, 
affume a fterner àir of authority, and told one of his favorites, who 
betrayed the converfation, that if-a French force {hould come into 
the province he would affift them, unlefs the Englith releafed him 
from all their claims of money, territory, and exemptions. 

Clive had expected this change in the Nabob’s conduét, Ai 
` he knew it to be none in his billie and, in order to prevent him) 
at leaít for a while, from committing any exceffes in his capital, as 

+ a well as to exhibit the appearance of union and cordiality to the 
public, the prefidency invited him, as on a vifit of pleafure, and 
as a compliment te Clive on his acceptance of the government, to 
pafs fome days at Calcutta. Mr. Watts was deputed to give the 

EE invitation. The Nabob faw the drift, and hefitated, but at length 
confented as foon as his boats fhould come from Dacca. They are 
a magnificent fleet kept at a great expence for pomp and amufement, 

Ft 3 and the Nabob, with his family and women, every year pafs a 

aS month in them at this feafon, when the Coffimbuzar river is higheft. 
poa They come from Dacca, decked and adorned, and return hither as 
- {oon as the feftival is over, to remain ufelefs until wanted for the 


L 


SP VES TV 


2 Ril ast Ne es re Ae 


be oe ate nc Aaa eh Oy i er ee ete 
‘ ALTAS TRENET E 


| fame occafion in the next year. $ ; 
> ag ` Scrafton, after Clive left Muxadavad, had attended to the prefer- 
g iF vation of Roydoolub in his office; but the Englifh themfelves had 


unwittingly planted an engine, which was unfufpectedly under- 


mining all his prote€tions. Nuncomar had accompanied the army 
ee to Patna, and as a Gentoo very converfant in the revenues, was 
ae employed with confidence by Roydoolub. When the payment of 
aS the tuncaws given by the Nabob at Rajamahal began to fail, he ex- 
pounded to Colonel Clive the fallacy of the excufes, and profered, 

e ere impowered to aĉt as the agent of the Enelith, fupported 
tl ges jority of os nekon S Boverinens to find fummary means 


1g the end, ieliplared him as he had pro- 
e rep eee 2, Shera Nuncomar, as 
Neg his 
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his firt meafure, threatened the Rajah of Nuddeah with imprifon- 
ment, who, frightened, fled to Calcutta, preferring to truft himfelf 
to the clemency of the Englifh. This exercife of authority, neither 
difavowed nor difapproved, immediately placed Nuncomar in that 
confpicuous ftation of terror, which is the objet of ambition in 
India, as the certain means of wealth: but knowing that the prac- 
tices by which he was to make his fortune could not efcape the fa-. 
gacity and experience of Roydoolub, he now became as apprehenfive 
of his controul, as he had hitherto been folicitous of his favour, and 
caft about to fecond the Nabob’s intention of removing him from 
the duanny. Scrafton fufpeéted the views of Nuncomar, which 
deterred him from conferring either with the Nabeb or his fon, but 
he held nightly meetings with the emiflary in whom they moft con- 
fided, and reprefented that the Englith would no longer interfere in 
any arrangements, which the Nabob might think proper to make im 
his government, provided they received the balances of the treaty 
monies, which he undertook to fee regularly paid. His arguments 
were at this jun€@ture the more welcome, becaufe Roydoolub con- 
tinued to evade the furnifhing of money for the demands of the 
army, whofe unpatience had obliged the Nabob to difburfe a part 
of his gold, which was, as ufual, treafured up againft extremity. 
‘Lhe {cheme would not have been void of rifque, if Nuncomar and 
others had not eftranged the powerful houfe of the Seats from the 
intere{ts of Roydoolub, by reprefentations, that they would be called 
on for money to fupply the Nabob’s exigencies, if Roydoolub con- 
tinued to delay the fupplies from the revenues. On the 24th Rajah- 
bullub, formerly mentioned in the reign of Allaverdy, as father of 
Kiflendafs, and duan to Nowagis Mahomed, who had held in appa- 
nage the government of the province of Dacca, was appointed duan to 
Meerum, and on the 26th Roydoolub was ordered to deliver over to 
Rajahbullub the accounts and fupermtendance of that province, Roy- 
doolub faw the whole extent of his danger unexpectedly and at once, 


and immediately requefted leave to retire with his family and effe&s 
to Calcutta. The Nabob confented, but Meerum refufed, until he had 


furnifhed a fum fufficient to fatisfy the troops. 
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RS. ftate, when Mr. Watts arrived on the 4th of Auguft, with the in- 
Hier:  vitation of the council to the Nabob, who, defirous of appearing 
"unconcerned in what was to follow, confented to proceed with him 
to Calcutta. The boats, which were now arrived from Dacca, were 
ordered to proceed and wait at Augadeep, where the Nabob in- 
tended to join them, after he had taken the diverfion of hunting in 
the ifland of Coffimbuzar, which in the middle is covered with 
jungles, the repair of many deer and tigers; but this amufement 
was only a pretext to remain within call of the city, which he left 

on the 6th accompanied by Mr. Watts. ‘Two days after his depar- £ 
ture his fon Meerum ordered a body of troops, who were clamouring 
for their pay, to go and demand it of Roydoolub. They furrounded 
and befet the enclofures of his houfe, which weré fpacious ; and 
Roydoolub had gathered a confiderable number of his own troops, 
-among{t whom were {ome European deferters. Mr. Scrafton arrived 
at Roydoolub’s houfe before any blood was fhed, and prevailed on 
both fides to remain quiet, until he could inform Mr. Watts, who was 
then halting with the Nabob at Moncarrah, 14 miles to the fouth 
4 of the city. The Nabob pretended to` know nothing of what was 
paffing, and authorifed Mr. Watts to bring away Roydoolub. He 
q arrived in the city juft in time to fave his life; for Meerum, appre- 
: _ henfive of prevention, had ordered the troops to feize his perfon at 
any rifque ; and Roydoolub had prepared a dofe of poifon to prevent 
‘i the indignity. Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton immediately put him, 
with a few attendants, into his boats, and accompanied him with 
a party of Sepoys in others: they arrived at Calcutta before the 
_ Nabob, who waited at Hughley until Clive and moft of the council 
paid their refpeéts to him there. He then proceeded with them to 
Calcutta, where he was entertained for feveral days with pomp and 
fet out on his return to Muxadavad on the 21ft of. 
ave er firft of September. During his 
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Nabob, if he fhould employ the Englifh troops at Coffimbuzar to 
protect them, and was equally unwilling to advite Roydoolub’s family 
to remove without this aid, left the women fhou! ! be {topped, and 


the intult produce a fray between their setinues, and the troops by — 


which they were befet ; but the repeated requefts of Clive at length 
prevailed on the Nabob to permit their departure, and they fet out 
for Caicutta on the rath, efcorted by a guard of Englith foldiers. 
The next night but one the city was alarmed by a new tumult. 

On the 4th of September in this year, began the Moharram, or 
firt month of the Mahomedan. year, of which the firft ten days are 
efpecially confecrated to devotion. The palaces of the Nabob and his 
fon Meerum ftood on the weftern bank of the Coffimbuzar river, but 
at {ome diftance from each other. On the night of the 13th of Sep- 
tember, which was the gth of the Moharram, the Nabob went to 
his fon’s in a boat, and obferved the fhore crouded with a much 
greater number of people than ufual. Returning in his palankin, he 


{topped to pay his devotions at the principal mofque of the city, and 


had previoufly ordered his general, Coja Hadde, to ftation a fuffi- 
cient number of troops to keep off the populace; but, on entering 
the enclofure of the mofque, found it filled and furrounded by fepoys, . 
amongft whora were feveral jemautdars belonging to Coja Haddee, 
who, inftead of the ufual refpect, kept their feats within, whilft 
their foldiery thronged tumultuoufly about the Nabob, and prevented 


his pafiage. He, neverthelefs, fufpe€ting no danger, was endeavour- 


ing to get through them, until one of the ipies, who, as ufual, at- 
tended his perfon, returned out of the croud, and told him, that 


1758. 
Pie Stl 
September, 


Coja Haddee had armed all his own troops with {ome bad intention; _ 


on which the Nabob waited until all his own retinue had gathered 
about him, and in the mean time many more were coming fron the ; 


P 2S 


palaces. The Jemautdars of Coja Haddee then rofe we 
haftily, and their folidiers likewife difperfed. path 
The next morning a Jemautdar of another divifun of the army 


informed the Nabob that Coja Haddee had armed his foldiery, and’; 
.afiembled them at the pavilion, with the: intaitioa of killing him in. 


the tumult of a fray, which, in the nigh might appear accident 
; betwes 
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75> between them and the Nabob’s guard: prefently after, another offi- 


af ye cer, who had ferved in the divition of troops commanded by Roydoo- 
<a ba Tub, came in, and faid that Roydoolub had {fent a bill of exchange 
from Calcutta for two lacks of rupees, which was to be paid by Mcer 
Allee, one of his dependants, to Coja Haddee, who was to, diftribute 
this money amongi{t the troops, to induce them to rife under pretence 
_ of demanding their arrears, when they were to furround and cut off 
the Nabob. The Nabob, without farther examination, difmifled 
Coja Haddee from his fervice, with orders to leave the city, and ap- 
pointed Mahmdee Cawn, a Pitan, to the poft of Buxey, or captain - 
general of his forces. 

In this manner was the ftory related on the fecond day after the 
tumult at the pavilion by the Nabob himfelf to Mr. Hattings ; ; and 
the very day after it happened, Rajah Binderbund, .one of Reydeos 

: lub’s brothers, in a private conference on this fabject, told Mr. 
Haftings, that the troops then aflembled were ahis devotion. ‘This 
fuggeftion induced Mr. Haftings to believe the accufation againft 

z Roydoolub; but Colonel Clive fufpe&ted, and ordered ftri&ter enquiry. 
Jn the mean time, the Nabob had informed Mr. PES: that he 
had got pofleffion of a letter written by Roydoolub to Coja Haddee, 
in which Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton were mentioned as having 
-confented to their project of deftroying him; but he refufed to give 
a copy of the letter until he faw Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton. Mr. 

_Haftings reprefented the implication and indignity of their coming to 

be confronted with fuch an accufation; on which the Nabob re- 

_quefted him to write, and fent one of his own officers to Calcutta, 

to requeft that they might be fent, in order to -fettle a new {cheme 
he had projected for difcharging the monies for which he had given 

_tuncawe on the provinces. Before this he had paid the arrears 

due to the troops under the immediate command of Coja Haddee, 

_ which were I +90 horfe, and had obliged them to quit the province ~ 

in po band. by different routs ; but Coja Haddee himielf was 
affered to remain inthe city until the 11th of October, when he was 
itted to depart, dompanied by 30 horfemen, and with affur- 
hat He fhould reċess no injury, provided he raifed no: dif- 

r turbance. 
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turbance. A few days after, the Mabob was informed that Meiate. 1 758. 
and Mr. Scrafton were not likely to come to him, on which he de- sepeti 


livered a copy of the- létter imputed to-Roydeoiub ; and, although he 
had before {aid it had been intercepted, he now confeffed that 
his fon Meerum had obtained it from Coja Haddee, on a promife of 
reconciliation. ‘The letter <“ exhorts Coja Haddee to carry the affair 
< in which he is engaged into immediate execution. Roydoolub will 
“¢ be with him in time; has written to Meer Alli to fupply the ex- 
“* pences; has half engaged Seid Cofin Ally Khan, and leaves it to 
“¢ the difcretion of Coja Haddee to bring him over entirely; . will 
“ affuredly comply with what was agreed upon between himfelf and 
“¢ Coja Haddee ; has gained the concurrence of Colonel Clive by the 
“ means of Mr. Watts and Mr. Scrafton, and has taken the di- 


+< charge of the tuncaws, and the arrears of the Nabob’s army upon 


*¢ himfelf?? "The caution of Roy doolub during the confederacy againdt 
Surajah Dowlah, in which he never ventured to write, or even to 
fend a meflage, rendered it {carcely probable that he fhould thus 
throw himfelf into the power of Coja Haddee, on pretences he knew 
to be fictitious ; and it was {till more abfurd to fuppofe, that, living 
in Calcutta without means of efcape, he fhould dare fo ER a fal- 
fity againft Clive, whofe feverity he had learned to dread as much 
as he refpeéted his prote€tion. Clive regarded the letter as a for- 


gery of the Nabob’s and his fon in order to exafperate him againft 


Roydoolub, whom, if he fhould not punifh more feverely, they ex- 
pected at leaft he would turn out of Calcutta, when they might plun- 
der him, without controul, of his wealth, as the ranfom of his lifes 


But on ae other hand it appeared ftrange that they fhould produce r 


a letter, which, if not.true, might be eafily difproved by a fri ex- 
amination of Coja Haddee on the whole feries of his nnexion with 
Roydoolub. Their permiffion:of Coja Haddee’ e’s de parture was already ; a 
TE i few days after 
een killed in a 
inder the command of 


came news, that he and feveral of his fo l Ov 
fray with the troops ftationed at Rajahma! 2 


Daud Khan, who.was the Nabob’s brother. „His head was broug gbt 
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to Muxadavad and viewed with much complacence by the Nabob 
and his fon. Still it remained to examine Seid Coflim Ally Khan, 
and Meer Alli; but at this time the forces of the Englifh art 
dency were fo much diminifhed by an armament fent out of the 
river to the province of Chicacole, that it became neceflary not to 
provoke the Nabob, by probing the ignominy of his condu&; of 
which Clive had acquired a fufficient proof, by a letter written in 
his own hand to N uncomar at Hughley, offering him a title and 
jaghire, 1 if he would bring the affair of Roydoolub’s letter to a good 
end: it was therefore deemed imprudent to infli& the reproach he 
deferved ; but Clive told him, that if he gave ear to fuch tales, 
_there would. be an end to all confidence between him and ee Englifh 
ma nation. 

Farther letters had been naneti in Auguft, from the Rajah Anun- 
derauze; and other advices, which were not very corre¢t, gave fome ac- 
count of the difcords between Mr. Bufly and Nizamally at Aurenga- 
bad. Anunderauze repeated more earneftly, and with greater confi- 

_ dence, his requeft of a body of troops to drive the French out of the 
_ ceded provinces, and now propofed, as equally feafible, the reduction 
of Mafulipatam. Letters of the fame purport came at the fame time 
_ from Mr. Briftol, who had been the agent at Cutteck, and had proceeded 
> from thence to Ingeram ; had vifited Anunderauze on the way, and 
was received by him with much good-will. A few days after arrived 
advices from the prefidency at Madrafs of the fecond engagement 
between the fquadrons on the 3d of Auguft, with their opinion, that 
the French fhips were fo much difabled that they muft return to their 
iflands to refit before they ventured another ; that the French army was 
W ‘before Tanjore, and that Mr, Bufly was on his march from Hyder- 
abad to Mafulipatam, from whence he was to join Mr. Lally with 
the greateft part of the force under his command: that this meafure 
indicated Mr. Lally’s intention of exerting his whole ftrength in the 
| and left “no apprehenfions of his making any attempt 
ae reafon they expe¢ted the prefidency in this 
diately fend a pectic: able part of their force to 
enable 
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a body of troops to Madrafs, but to employ all that could with pru- : 
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enable Madrafs to ftand the brunt of the arduous conflié which muft 1758. 
foon enfue. ; Rihin S El 
No one doubted that Madrafs would be `befieged as foon as the Sep tembea Nt E 
Mon{oon had fent the fquadrons off the coaft, if reinforcements fhould if WRT 
not arrive before; but Clive did not entertain the furmife that it 
could be taken whilft it had provifions; and as troops were known . 
to be in the way from England, if the fhips in which they were — Seay 
embarked fhould lofe their paffage in this year, they would probably 
arrive in the firft months of the next. Neverthelefs it was neceflary, i 
if poflible, to alleviate the inequality between the Englifh and French me 
force in Coromandel. N 
But the preference which each of the Company’s prefidencies was 
naturally inclined to give to its own fafety, as the only ground on 
which the property, and fottunes of the whole community were 
eftablifhed, fuggefted apprehenfions, that Madrafs, in the fame 
manner as it had been treated by the prefidency of Calcutta, 
would, whatfoever might be the neceflity of Bengal, detain, on 
their own fervice, whatfoever troops might be fent to their affift- 
ance; and, although little was to be immediately apprehended in 
Bengal from the French, yet the intire eftrangement of the Nabob, 
and the hazard of all that remained due from him, were to be ex- 
pected, if he faw the Englifh force too confiderably diminifhed, 
without the immediate power of recall, to oppofe either his own at- 
tempts againft them; or to afford the affiftance he might want, whe- i 
ther in the maintenance of his authority againft his own fubjects, or et 
the defence of his territory againft foreign enemies. ane 
In confequence of thefe conclufions it was determined not o fend 


dence be fpared, in concert with Anunderauze, againft the Fr e 
the ceded provinces ; which would either occafion a diverfion of their 


` : Ti 3 
troops in the Carnatic, or, if they negleéted this affiftance, would 


a (oo ore 


deprive them at once of all they had acquired by their long con- = 


nexion with the Subah of the decan : and, left any danger duringthe 
expedition fhould threaten Bengal, the troops were only to obey the 
immediate orders of Calcutta. 38 
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- The condu& of the expedition was committed to Lieutenant Co- 
lonel Forde, who, on the invitation of the prefidency to take the 4 
command of the army in cafe of the departure of Colonel Clive, had 


quitted the King’s fervice in Adlercron’s regiment, and arrived | 

from the coaft in the month of April. Mr. George Grey was 

fent to continue the courfe of intelligence at Cutteck, and Mr. 

John Johnitone was difpatched in the Mermaid floop to make the 
neceflary preparations in concert with Anunderauze at Vizagapatam.. 

The force allotted for the expedition was 500 Europeans, including a 
the artillery-men, 2000 Sepoys, and roo Lafcars: the artillery were f 
fix field-pieces, the beft brafs fix-pounders, fix 24 pounders for bat- 
~ tery, a howitz, and an eight-inch mortar. 80000 rupees, and 4000 

oe = gold mohurs, equivalent to 69,000 rupees, were the military chett 
R; for immediate expences. The embarkation was made on three of 
i the Company’s fhips arrived lately from Europe, on the Thames, 
a private fhip of 700 tons, with two of the pilot floops of the 
' river. The Thames likewife carried a great quantity of provifions 
= intended for Madrafs, whither fhe was to proceed as foon as the pre- 
fent fervice would permit. By altercations in the council, for the | 
meafure was too vigorous to be acceptable to all of them, and by de- 
U a lays in the equipment, the:veffels were detained: in the river until i 
ri oe the end of September. Their departure left the Englifh force in the | 
province barely equal to what they carrried away. 

The progrefs of this expedition after the departure of the armament, - | 
bears more relation to the affairs of Coromandel than of Bengal. A 
The events which immediately enfued in the provinces of Behar and 
Bengal, originated from the diftraGtions which had for many years 
prevailed at Delhi, the capital of the empire, and from the views and 


equire an uninterrupted inveftigation of no little compli- 
d a But the important and nearer conteft already 
n the glith and French nations in the Car- 
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' that our narrative, once engaged, cannot quit their operations T 
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without impairing the perfpicuity neceflary to explain the frie oe 
fucceftion of influences, by which preceding events were continu- i 


ally producing thofe which immediately followed. We have there. 

fore determined to continue this portion of our ftory without in- č č 
terruption, until the evehts thémfelyes -begin to take refpite 5 o SA 
when we fhall return to the affairs of Henge to. E 


D of the Nintu BOOK.. 


“a * 
H lS 4337 R b 
(D I RID be 
MILITARY TRANSACTIONS | 
OOF whee 
BRITISH “aridi a 
HDN PRE I 


INDOS T AM 


FROM THE YEAR MDCCXLV. 


TO WHICH IS PREFIXED A DISSERTATION 
ON THE ESTABLISHMENTS MADE BY MAHOMEDAN 
CONQUERORS IN INDOSTAN. 
v=o. L URN E e ren 


f 


LaO NTD ORN: 


; hr: ERMAN 
PRINTED T a # ee 
BOOKSELLER IN ORDINARY TO \ 
M.DCC.LXXVIIL 


‘Fs 
i3 
+ 
H 
reli 


PE 


za 


—— O — éA 


A E A me Wie Tea x a 


B © ORIK Xai 


HE French detachment, which marched under the command of 

Saubinet, againft Trinomalee, were refifted with bravery by the 
kellidar appointed by Rangarow of Thiagar, who ftood three affaults, 
in the laft of which the French ftormed the pagoda, and with much 
fury put 500 men to the fword. This conqueft was gained’on the 
roth of September, and on the 16th Mr. Soupire appeared with a 
large divifion of the army before Carangoly, which Murzafabeg not — 
thinking tenable had left with a few troops to refit flight af- 
faults, and returned with the reft to defend Trivatore. Carangoly 
fubmitted on the firt fummons, and at the fame time another de- 
tachment under the command of the Cheyalier de Crillon marched 
againft Trivatore, where Murzafabeg, with 300 horfe of his own, 
joined by as many belonging to the Nabob, from Arcot, and a body 
of Sepoys, met the enemy in the field, and were foon defeated and dif- 


perfed; in confequence of which Trivatore was re-taken without — 


farther refiftance. In the mean time Mr. Lally himfelf, with an 
efcort of horfe, vifited Alamparva, Gingee, Carangoly, Chittapet, — 


and feveral minor pofts, and then came to Vandiwafh, where all the X 


-detachments had affembled from their different expeditions. Here he 
was joined by Mr. Buffy, who, leaving the troops which he had brought 
from the northward to the conduct of Moracin at Nelore, had paffed 
from hence with his private retinue, under the fafeguard of a pafi- 
port granted by the prefidency of Madrafs. From Vandiwafh Mr. 
Lally detached the Count D’Eftaigne with a part of the army to re- 
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duce the fort of Arcot, to whom Timery furrendered in the way 
without refiftance ; and before he arrived at Arcot, Rajahfaheb had 
Mucceeded i in a negotiation with the Nabob’s kellidar to deliver up the 
fort on an infignificant capitulation. Mr. Lally, thinking that the tak- 
ing poffeffi on of the citadel of the capital would magnify his reputa- 
tion in the province, refolved to receive the furrender in perfon, and 
made his entry into the fort on the 4th of O&ober, under the dif 
charge of all the cannon; and difpatched orders to Pondicherry 
and the other French garrifons to proclaim the acquifition with the 
fame oftentation. 

The prefidency of Madrafs faw in thefe operations nothing but 
what they expected would have happened immediately after the fall of 
Fort St. David; and the prefervation of Chinglapet, if in their power, 
gave them more {follicitude, than the abandoning of all the other 
forts together, which the inferiority of their force had left them no 
means of preferving. At the requeft of the renter of Chinglapet, they 
had fent two companies of Sepoys to guard this fort, whilft his own 
men with arms were employed in protecting the harvefts, and the 
? ~ fame number of Sepoys were fent at the fame time to garrifon 
] Conjeveram. Towards the end of Auguft a lieutenant was ap- 
pointed to command thofe in Chinglapet, and carried with him ano- 
ther company. On the 14th of September arrived the Company’s 
fhip Pitt, of 50 guns: fhe failed from England on the 6th of March 
REA together with fix others, under the convoy of the Grafton of 70, 
kui and the Sunderland of 60 guns, coming to reinforce Mr. Pocock’s 
i {quadron: on board of thefe fhips were embarked goo men of theking’s 
troops, embodied in a regiment under the command of lieutenant calles 
nel Draper, who, with major Brereton, and 1ooof the regiment, arrived 


ja contagion, then called the Breft fever, which had paffed during the war 

m the French marine into many Englifh fhips. The troops which 
in the. Pitt, and the expectation that the other fhips with the 
vale arrive before the change of the monfoon, encouraged 
$ efidency to fend four companies more of Sepoys to Ching- 
apet : this reinforcement flopped the march of a confiderable de- 
tachment, 


= and landed from on board the Pitt, but 50 had died on the paffage of a 
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tachment, which had fet out on the roth from Carangoly to attack 
Chinglapet, where, immediately after, arrived the two companies of 
Sepoys from Conjeveram, retreating as foon as Trivatore Wag ke 
duced, The garrifon, now confifting of nine companies, was deemed 
almoft fufficient to maintain the fort, until relieved from Madrafs; 
and captain Richard Smith was appointed to take the command, and 
with him were fent two commiffioned officers, a ferjeant, a cor- 
poral, and 12 European gunners, and two field-pieces; fo that the 
whole number of Europeans, including the ferjeants of the Sepoys, _ 
were thirty chofen men, and captain Smith was ordered to defend 
the fort at all events and extremities. On the 25th, the {quadron 
commanded by Mr. Pococke anchored in the road, having. executed 
a fecret commiflion which had detained him all this while to the 
fouthward, and had given rife to a variety of erroneous reports and 
conjectures. The prefidency on the 25th of Auguft had finally re- 
folved to recall Major Calliaud from’ Tritchinopoly, with all the 
European foldiers and Coffrees in the garrifon, excepting fuch as 
were in the fervice of the artillery, or annexed to the Sepoys. Cal- 
liaud, juft as he was ready to march, received intelligence on the 
5th of September, that a very large fleet of Enghith fhips were arrived 
at Anjengo there; which, although doubtful, required him to fufpend 
his departure until more certain advices, which he received on the 
15th and the next day began his march, with 180 Europeans and 50 __ 
Coffrees, leaving, according to his inftructions, the command of the 
garrifon, in which were now included the 2009 Sepoys brought by. 
Mahomed Iffoof from Tinivelly, to captain Jofeph Smith. The 
detachment marching through the Tanjore country met every kind 
of affiftance in their way, and on the 23d embarked from Nega- 
patam on board the fquadron, which arrived two days after at Madrats. 
This reinforcement increafed the means of protecting Chinglapet ; _ 
and four more field-pieces, with a complement of Lafcars to work 

them, were fent thither on the 2d of October. 3 

Mr. Lally at length faw the importance of this place, which, 20 
days before, he might have taken by efcalade in open day, and refolved 
to march againft it with his whole force as foon as he had fettled fome 
Bbb2 arrange- 
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> dn the mean time his communication with Chinglapet was opened by 
the pofiefiion of Covrepauk and d Conjever am, which his detachments. 
‘found evacuated. But his late acquifitions had not hitherto reimburfed 
the expences of the field, nor eftablifhed his credit to borrow: fo 
that his treafury could barely fupply the pay of the foldiers, and. 
could not provide the other means of putting the army in motion,,. 


nifh was 10,000 rupees: pretending therefore much indignation at: 
this difappointment, he diftributed the troops into various canton- 
ments, and returned himfelf, accompanied by ‘Mr. Bufly, to Pondi- 


Notwithftanding his deep animofity to Mr. Bufly, refpe& to the dif- 


more publickly exprefled his real opinions. The rank which Mr. 
Buffy held at this time was only that of lieutenant colonel; and 
befides Mr. Soupire, who was a major general, fix of the icen ar- 
rived from France were colonels, who of courfe muft command 
him on all fervices when aéting together.. The colonels, fenfible 


experience and reputation in the country, and how much the op- 


r portunities would be precluded by the prefent inferiority of his 
ey rank, figned a declaration, requefting on thefe confiderations that 


he might be appointed a Brigadier General, in fuperfeffion to them- 


The public zeal which dictated. this requeft, conferred as much 
honour on thofe who made it, as their teftimony on Mr. Bufly.. 
X Their names, highly worthy of record on this occafion, were moftly 
a _ of antient and noble defcent ; D’Eftaign, de, Landivifiau, de la Faire; 
- Bretueil, eerdere, and Crillon. Mr. Lally could make no objection, 

afual afperity. imputed the compliment to the influence 


1oney, inftead of his reputation. i 


Tue War OF CoROMANDEL. Book Xue 
arrangements i in the government of Arcot, and the adjacent countries.. 


and áll tha t the government of Pondicherry could immediately fur-. 


cherry, where as ufual he imputed the failure of his intentions againft 
Chinglapet to the mifmanagements of thé Company’s adminiftration.. 


tinguifhed character of this officer confined Mr. Lally to the obfer-- 
vances of public civility ; which impofed on no one, as- he had ftill: 


of the advantages which might be derived from. his-abilities,.and his. 


felves, which would place him next in command to Mr. Soupire.. 
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` to quit the coaft ; and Mr. Pococke, 2s on all other occaffons 


and tendered a fum in hand, which Moracin accepted, and confirmed! i H: 
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The approach of the ftormy monfoon warned the Englith ja fo 


fequence, confulted the prefidency on the fecurity of Madraft ie: 
ing his abfence. They were of opinion that the enemy, if at all, 
would not attack the town before the rains had ceafed, which ae $ 
rally happens about the end of November, and had no doubt of de- 
fending it until reinforcements fhould arrive, or the fquadron return. AR 
But as the latenefs of the feafon might deter the fhips expeéted from SA 
England from venturing on the coaft until the month of January, - 
they requefted Mr. Pococke to lend the marines of the fquadron, with 
which he complied without hefitation. One hundred men were 
landed, and on the 11th the fquadron weighed anchor and failed: 
for Bombay. 

Mr. Moracin, baits purpofely waited at Nelore until the end 
of September, then began his march with the detachment left to his: 
care by Mr. Buffy, and was accompanied by Nazeabulla with the 
‘troops of his government: proceeding through the woods and moun- 

tains of Bangar Yatcham Naigue, they arrived at the pagoda of 
Tripetty on the 5th of October, the day on which the great annual. 
feaft began ; which. lafts 25 days. "They were herejoined by. Abdul: 
wahab Cawn, with his troops from Chandergherry: they gave no. 
difturbance to the pilgrims, but fummoned the renter to difmufs his 
guards and deliver up ‘the avenues, who, not having a force fafficient 
to make any effeCtual oppofition, made. propofals to rent the reve- 
nue of this, and the enfuing feafts, from the French, on the fame 
terms as he had hitherto held them from the Englifh goverment, 


guard this valuable acquifition, he proceeded on 
reft, and the troops of Nazeabulla te Arcot ama 
Bomrauze, who, inftead of oppofing their paffage, pai 
But Abdulwahab, much offended that the management: 
da, which had fo long been the: objet of his wifhes, w ea rran He 
to himfelf, retired with his Toana Chandergherry. „A azeabull 
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and Moracin arrived at Arcot on the 12th, and leaving their troops. 
there wenteon to attend Mr. Lally at Pondicherry. 

‘Lhe defiftance of Mr. Lally from marching againft Chinglapet 
$ after the reduétion of Arcot, gave the mre deney of Madrafs encou- 
FAR yagement and opportunity to ftrengthen that place more effectually. 
| The partizan Murzafabeg, having fince the French fucceffes no 

employment for the troops he had levied, had brought the beft of 

them, 70 horfe and 200 Sepoys, to Chinglapet, "ea they were 
taken into the company’s pay; and on the goth of Oétober it was 
determined to encreafe the garrifon to 100 Europeans, and 1200 
Sepoys, to fend feveral pieces of battering cannon, to lay-in three 
months provifions, and to repair the works. At the fame time 
Captain Smith was recalled to Madrafs, to ferve in his former em- 
ployment of aid de camp to Colonel Lawrence, and captain Prefton 
was fent to take the command of Chinglapet, which illnefs had 
obliged him to quit. Before his arrival captain R. Smith had de- 
tached Murzafabeg on the 29th, with four companies of Sepoys 
and fome of the horfe, to diflodge a party of the enemy’s Sepoys, 
who had taken poft in the village of Polipore, fituated about 
‘two miles from the other fide of the Paliar; Murzafabeg attacked 
them at day-break, killed and wounded 20,difperfed the reft, and ga- 
thered 600f their mufkets, which they had thrown down in theirflight. 

The arrival of a veflel at Pondicherry on the 18th, from Mau- 
ritius, which brought treafure, together with 100,000 rupees, 
brought by Mr. Moracin from Tripetti, enabled Mr. Lally to put 

the French troops into motion again: and, as the fymptoms of 
the rainy feafon hung back even at the end of the month, parties 
ae began to affemble at Carangoly, Salawauk, and Conjeveram, and Mr. 
an - Lally himfelf came from Pondicherry to Vandiwafh. On the 2d 
of November 250 Europeans, 100: troopers, with fome black horfe 
a pe. marched from Salawauk, and took poft agan at Poli- 


i pieces of battering cannon, and a mortar: intelligence 


fpeis had fet out for Chinglapet; and as the 


main- 


e to Madrafs the next day, a few hours after the ° 
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' been fent abroad with Draper and Lawrence were ordered to remain 
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Maintenance of this place depended on the arrival of thefe fap- 1758. 
plies, it was refolved that 1200 Europeans and 1800 Sepoys, by far 
the gréateft part of the garrifon of Madrafs, fhould immediately take 
the field to cover them; of which one half, under the command of 
lieutenant colonel Draper, were to adyance as far as Vendalore, 
within 10 miles of Chinglapet ; whilft the other, with colonel Law- k 
rence, were to halt at St. Thomas’s mount, ready to fupport Dra- 
per’s divifion : they marched on the 7th in the morning; and the 
news {topped the French troops at Polipore from crofling the river, 
and the march of a detachment advancing from Conjeveram under the 
command of Saubinet, both intending tointercept the convoy; which 
got fafe into Chinglapet on the evening of the ninth. Colonel Draper 
continued at Vendalore until the 11th, when he received fome in- 
telligence of the approach of the whole of the enemy’s army, on 
which he marched back with his divifion, and joined that with colo- 
nel Lawrence at the mount. 

Every day had proved the good effeéts of re-eftablifhing the pof- 
feflion of Chinglapet ; for, under the protection of this barrier, the [i 
country behind, which is more extenfive than the diftriéts protected i 

iii 


Novembere 


by Pondomalee and Tripaffour, continued to furnifh Madrafs with 

daily fupplies of all kinds of provifions and neceflaries, by which ~ 
the ftock laid up in ftore to fuftain the impending fiege was faved ; i 
and to preferve this benefit as long as poffible, the troops which had 


encamped at the mount until the laft hour which might endanger 
the fafety of their retreat to the town; after which, as the beft of 
external means to protraét the fiege when commenced, it was de- 
termined to have a body of troops in the field diftinét from thofe 
already belonging to the garrifon, which, if nothing more, were to 
be continually employed in harraffing the enemy’s convoys of ftores 
and provifions. Accordingly a contract, which had for fome months 
been under difcuffion, was concluded with the agent of Morarirow 
for the fervice of 2000 Morattoe horfe, of which 500 were to ar- 
rive in 25 days, and the reft in 45 ; but as no fureties were received, 
the punctuality of this affiftance could not be telted on. The 
fidency, therefore, as a furer refource, ordered the commandant - 


ei 
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homed Hoof to take the field with zooo of their own Sepoys from 
the parrifon of Tritchinopoly ; and requefted the king of Tanjore 
to join this body with rooo of his horfe, and the Polygar Tondi- 
man, and even the diftant Moravars, with the beft of their troops ; 
for whom, however, Mahomed Ifloof was not to wait; and, in cafe 
none of thefe allies arrived in time, he was impowered to enlift 500 
good horfe if to be found in his march. ‘The Nabob ftill maintained: 
goo horfe, part of whom attended his perfon at St. Thomé, and 
the reft were difperted in the adjacent diftri&ts, who on the receipt 

of lome money joined the army at the Mount; to which all the 
polygars to the northward of Madrafs were likewife commanded to 
fend their troops ; but none came: and the Partizan Murzafabeg, 
having been refufed an increafe of pay which he demanded in this 
hour of neceflity, went off in the night with his 7a horfe and fome 
of his Sepoys, and took fervice with the French army at Conjeveram. 

The troops, of whofe approach L. Colonel Draper had received 

intelligence, were 500 irregular Sepoys, under the command: of an 
active adventurer named Lambert, with part of the horfe levied by 
Rajahfaheb, who had been fent forward to plunder and terrify the 
country. They croffed the Paliar, and on the 15th, appeared before 
Tripaflour, and attacked the pettah, but were repulfed at the hedge 
which furrounds it, with the lofs of 20 men, by the Peons of the 
renter, and the two companies of Sepoys ftationed in the fort. 

_ But the French army were not in fuch readinefs as the Englith 

imagined to commence the fiege of Madrafs, All the draught 

bullocks which Pondicherry had been able to collet were not fuf- 
ficient to tranfport one half of the heavy artillery neceflary for the 
attack; and the greateft part of the train, with many other ftores, 
had been laden a month before on the Harlem taken from the 
Dutch, which fhip failed acrofs the bay, in order to work to the 
northward on the other fide, when fhe was to ftretch acrofs again 


ed in which a well-failing yeffel might have made this paf- 
neut news of the Harfem; and on this difappointment 
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Mr. Lally ordered another ftore of artillery, which had been de- 
pofited at Alamparva, to be fhipped on two frigates, the Diligence 
and the Expedition, which were in the road of Pondicherry, but 
Jaden for other voyages; fo that it would require a month before 
they could get this artillery on board, and work up again{t the wind 
and current to Madrafs. However, the French army might have 
advanced many days before, if they had not been in want of many 
other articles, which, although of much more minute detail, -were 
equally of abfolute neceffity. As foon as thefe were fupplied, the 
firft divifion moved from Conjeveram on the rgth; but Mr. Lally 
being very ill, had detained the referve until the 22d, when the 
great body of the monfoon rain fell with the utmoft violence, and 
lafted without intermiflion for three days: the troops abroad, warned 
by the fky, were on their march back to Conjeveram when the rain 
began, but neverthelefs gained their way with much difficulty and 
diftrefs, and after it had ceafed, the furface of the country continued 


- impaffable for feveral days. 


Whilt the colleéted force of both nations in the Carnatic were 
thus waiting the impending conflict, each were equally folicitous con- 
cerning the fuccefs of the armament fent from Bengal into the north- 
ern provinces. Mr. Johnftone, who had been fent from Calcutta to 
concert preparations with the Rajah Anunderauze, arrived on the 
12th of September at Vizagapatam, of which the Rajah’s officers 
there immediately put him in poffeffion, as the Company’s repre- 
fentative. ‘The Rajah himfelf was encamped with his forces at Cof- 
fimcotah, a fort 20 miles to the weft of Vizagapatam, and 15 inland 
from the fea. His letter to Mr. Johnftone exprefled much fatif- 
faétion that the Englifh troops were coming, but fignified his in- 
tention not to furnifh any money towards their expences. Tem- 
peftuous weather from the fouth delayed the arrival of the fhips and 
veflels with Colonel Ford until the zoth of October. As foon as 
the difembarkation was made, two of the Company’s fhips were fent 
back to Bengal ; but the other, the Hardwicke, and the two floops, 
remained to attend the progrefs of the expedition. The troops moved 
from Vizagapatam on the 1ft of November, and on the third joined 


November. 
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: Tue War or COROMANDEL: Book X. 
the Rajah and his army at Coflimcotah, from ‘whence it was deter- 
mined to march againft Rajahmundrum, where Mr. Conflans had 
collected the French troops from all parts, and they were already 
advancing to attack the Rajah; but, on hearing thet the Englifh 
troops were in motion to join him, they halted and encamped. 

Mr. Johnftone had difpatched the floop in which he came, with 
advices to Madrats of his reception at Vizagapatam ; ; on which they 
immediately fent away Mr. Andrews, with feveral afiiftants, to re- 
eftablifh the factory under their own authority, on which hic fettle- 
ment had always been dependent : They likewife fent Captain Cal- 
lendar, an officer on the Madrafs eftablifhment, to act as iecond 
aa under Colonel Forde. The veflel which brought them arrived at Vi- 
zagapatam on the 2Iít of November ; and Andrews with Callendar 
RINE went to the camp, which, by long halts and {fhort 


ma"cnes, had not yet advanced 30 miles beyonu Comincotan. Various 
Se were employed by the Regan to extenuate this delay ; but the 
al caufe was his repugnance to furnifh the money which Colonel 
Forde demanded, who was not a little omeñacd at his evafions. Mr, 
Andrews, who, having been chief of Madapollam, had long been 
perfonally known to the Rajah, adjufted their differences by a treaty, 
which ftipulated, < that all plunder fhould be equally divided ; that 
< all the countries which might be conquered fhould be delivered 
«c to the Rajah, who was to colle&t the revenues; but that the ica- 
«< ports and towns at the mouths.of the rivers fhould belong to the 


“ no treaty for the difpofal or reftitution, whether of the Rajah’ s or 

“ the Englifh poffeffions, fhould be made without the content of 

à « both parties; that the Rajah fhould fupply 50,000 rupees a month 
« for the expences of the army, and. 6co00, to commence from their 

ee sane at Wazagapatam, for the ee eee of the officers.” 


DOY to ratify. 
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the high road, near a village called Gallapool, and in fight o : 
called ‘Peddipore. They had 500 Europeans, many more 
cannon than they could ufe at once, a great nuniber of the foc 
of the country, of which 500 were horfe, and 6000 Sepoys. Í Ethe 
Englifh force embarked from Bengal, only 30 Europeans and a cw 
Sepoys were wanting, who had been left fick at Vizagapatam ; fo 
that there were in the field 470 Europeans, and 1900 Sepoys. “The 
Rajah had 500 paltry horfe, and 5000 foot, fome with aukward fire- = n] 
arms, the reft with pikes and bows; but he had collected 40 ituro- i 
peans, who managed four field-pieces under the command of Mr. o TE 
3riftol ; befides which his own troops had fome ufelefs cannon. On 
the 6th, the Englifh and the Rajah’s army advanced and took pof- 
feflion of a village called Chambole, on the high road likewife, | 
within four miles of the enemy, when each deemed the fituation of 
the other too ftrong to be attacked : on which Colonel Forde, as the 
only means to draw the enemy from theirs to a general action, re- 
folved to march round and regain the road to Rajahmundrum in their 
rear, by pafling under the hills to their left, where the enemy could 
not derive much advantage from their horfe. The Rajah approved ; 
and on the gth, at fis in the morning, the Englith troops were 
in motion ; but the Rajah’s with their ufual indolence not prepared i 
to march. Near the foot of the hills, about three miles to the right 
of the village of Chambole, was another called Condore, to gain 
which, the Engliíh troops having filed from the right, were in 
march, when at day-break they heard a ftrong cannonade towards 
the Rajah’s camp. It was from 6 guns, which Mr. Conflans, igno- Mii 
rant of Colonel Forde’s march, had fent on in the night, under e E 
guidance of an intelligent deferter, who had noticed a fpot that bi 
upon the camp; and Mr. Conflans was following to fupport ther 2 Wi 
his whole army and the reft of his field-artillery. ‘The Rajah h fe 
meflages after meflages, which met the Englifh troops returning t ag to 
relief; and his own, quickened by the danger, were removing as as fat 
as they could out of the reach of it; and having, in much confufion, 
joined the Englith, continued marching « on with them to the village _ 
of Condore, where all arrived at eight o’clock. The enemy, althoug h 
rO Cig 2 Ke 
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B fie 1 long diftances, continued to cannonade whilft any of the 
peat, Englifh or the Rajah’s troops remained within probable reach, 

~ When arrived at the village of Condore, the army was juft as far 

as before from the French encampment at Gailapole, but with better 

ground between, and a village midway, which would afford a {trong 

advanced poft. Mr. Conflans imagined that the Englith troops had 

marched from their encampment to Condore, in order from hence 

to take pofleffion of this village, and in this perfuafion crofled the 

plain to prevent them, with his whole army, and fucceeded in his 

with without interruption ; for Colonel Forde remained halting at 

Condore, to regulate his future motions by the enemy’s. Mr. Con- 

; ; flans imputed this inaction to a confcioufnefs of inferiority, and now 

E- imagined that the Englifh intended to march back to their encamp- 

; ; ment at Chambole, to prevent which, he formed his line, and ad- 

vanced in much hafte, and little order. 

The French battalion of Europeans was in the centre of the line, 

i with 13 field-pieces, divided on their flanks, the horfe s00 were on 

the left of the battalion ; 3000 Sepoys formed the right wing, and 

the fame number the left, and with each wing were five or fix 

pieces of cumbrous cannon. The Englith army drew u p with 

their Europeans in the centre, the fix field-pieces divided on 

their flanks; the 1800 Sepoys were likewife equally divided on 

‘the wings. Colonel Forde placed no reliance on the Rajah’s in- 

fantry or horfe, and ordered them to form aloof, and extend on 

each flank of the Sepoys: all this rabble kept behind, but-the rene- 

gade Europeans under Briftol, who managed the four field- pieces 

belonging to the Rajah, advanced, and formed with the divifion of 

artillery on the left of the Englifh battalion. The line having had 

time, were in exact order, and had advanced a mile in front of the 

village of Condore, during which, the enemy cannonaded hotly from 

al their guns. At length the impetuofity of the enemy’s approach, 

came on, out-marching their cannon, obliged the Englith line 

_aétion ; and it chanced that the whole of their bat- 

ped near and oppofite to a field of Indian corn, which 

that it intirely intercepted them from the ey: 
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A but the Settee on the wings were free in the plain on each hand. 
For what reafon is not known, Colonel Forde had ordered his Sepoys 4 £ 
to furl their colours, which, befides the principal flag, are feveral. Decembe ei 3 
{mall banners to a company, and to ae them lay on the ground 
during the action. ats 
The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s wings greatly outftretched 
the wings of the Englifh line, and came on each in a curve to 
gain their flanks ; the French battalion in the centre, inftead of ad- 
vancing parallel to where by the wings they might judge the centre 
N of the Englith line would be, inclined obliquely to the right, which 
brought them beyond the field of Indian corn, oppofite to the Englith 
Sepoys on the left wing; whom from their red jackets, and the 
want of their ufual banners, they from the firft approach miftook 
for the Englifh battalion ; refpecting them as fuch, they halted to” 
drefs their ranks before they engaged, and then began to fire in 
platoons advancing, but at the diftance of 200 yards. Neverthelefs, 
this was fufficient ; for the Sepoys, feeing themfelves attacked with- 
out cover by Europeans in front, and the horfe and multitude of the 
| enemy’s Sepoys, gaining their rear, or coming down on their flank, 
f{carcely preferved courage to give their fire, hurried, fcattered, and 
without command; and then immediately broke, and ran away to 
thelter themfelves in the village of Chambole, and were followed by the 
neareft of the enemy’s horfe. This fuccefs was greater than even the ` 
‘confidence of the enemy expected ; and feveral platoons of the French 
battalion were fetting off to purfue them likewife, when they faw a 
line of men with fhouldered arms marching faft and firm from be- - 
hind the field of Indian corn acrofs their way, to occupy the ground — : 
which the Sepoys had abandoned. OP 
Colonel Forde had been with the Sepoys before their flight, ens ] 
i 
couraging them to refolution; but faw, by the ufual fymptoms of | 
trepidation, that they would not ftand the thock, which prepared: 
him to order the judicious movement, ‘which the officers were now 
performing with fo much fteadinefs and fpirit.. Captain Adnet, 
commanding on the left, led the line, and as foon as the laft files 
i were got clear of the corn, the word was given, when the whol 
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halted, and faced at once, in full front of the enemy. ‘This motion 
fe was quickly executed; for the foremoft man had not more than 300 
yards to march, and the field-picces were left behind. During this ] 
fhort interval, the French battalion were endeavouring with much 
buftle to get into order again ; for fome of their platoons had advanced 
a confiderable diftance ees others ; and thus the fire of the Englifh 
line commenced before the enemy’s was ready; it was given in di- 
yifions, that is, the whole battalion divided into five, andl began from 
Captain Adnet’s on the left, which was within piftol shot, and brought 
down half the enemy’s grenadiers; the fire ran on, and before the tin p 
came for Adnet’s divifion to repeat theirs, the whole of the cnemy’s s 
line were in confufion, and went about running faft to regain their 
guns, which they had left half a mile behind ees om the plain. 
The ardour of the Englith battalion to purfue was {0 great, that 
‘Colonel Forde judged it beft to indulge it in the inftant, although 
not certain of the fuccefs of the Sepoys on the right, but concluding 
that the enemy’s Sepoys who were to attack them, would not con- 
tinue long, if they faw their Europeans compleatly routed. ‘The 
order was given for the battalion to march on in following divifions, 
the left leading. Nothing could reprefs their eagernefs. All marched 
too faft to keep their rank, excepting the fourth divifion commanded 
‘by Captain Yorke, who to have a referve for the whole battalion, if 
broken, as the enemy had been, by their own impetuofity, obliged his 
men to advance in ftri& order. The French battalion rallied at their 
guns, which were 13 in number, {pread in different brigades, or fets, : . 
as they chanced to ftand when left by the troops adganeiae to the 
ation. This artillery began to fire as foon as the ground was clear 
of their own troops, and killed fome men, which only quickened 
the approach of the divifions to clofe in with the guns, of which 
_ feveral fired, when the firft divifion was within piftol fhot, and Adnet 
i iinortally wounded ; but his men rufhing on drove the enemy 
n the guns they attacked, and the other divifions following with 
, obliged them to abandon all the others. 
Beet ee victorious, was at leaft fecured 
the pofleffion of all the enemy’s field artillery fit 
‘ for 
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Book X, Tur NORTHERN PROVINCES. 
for quick firing ; but their camp, to which they Were retiring, 
remained to be attacked; and Colonel Forde halted until 4 Pea’ 
by his Sepoys, and, if they would: come, by the Rajah’s troops, 
‘The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s right wing were in their turn 
panic-ftruck by the fire‘of the Englith battalion routing their own, ' 
and all turned to gain the réar of the guns, keeping aloof to the left te 
of the Englith divifions ; and.then’ went off again with the French 
battalion to the camp. Their left wing of Sepoys behaved better, 
advancing: to the ufe of mufketry againft the Englifh Sepoys of the 
left, with whom the battalion, when filing off to oppofe the French, 
left the three field-pieces of their right; and the Sepoys, en- 
couraged by this affiftance, the ardour of the Europeans marching 
off, and the fi pirit of their own commander Captain Knox, maintained 
their ground, facing and. firing in various directions behind the 
banks of the rice fields, in which they had drawn up.. The enemy’s 
wing neverthelefs continued the diftant fire, until they faw theis. 
battalion.of Europeans quitting their guns, and the Sepoys and horfe ) 
of the right retreating. with them to the camp; when they went Si oo 
likewife; ftretching round.to the left of the Englifh battalion halting 
at the guns, and keeping Sut of their reach. Captain Knox then ad- 
vanced to join the battalion with his own Sepoys, and the fix field- 
pieces,.and had collected moft of the fugitives of the other wing. Mef- 
fages had been continually fent to the Rajah’s horfe to advance,)50t 
they could not be prevailed upon to quit the thelter of a large tank, at 
this time dry, in which they, his foot, and himfelf in the midft of: , 
them, had remained cowering from the beginning of the action, o 
As foon as the Sepoys joined, and all the neceflary difpofiti 
were made, which took an hour, Colonel Forde advanced t 
tack the enemy’s camp; but, not to retard. the ma ch. 
the field-pieces to follow.. A deep hollow y; y paffe alon 
{kirt of the camp, behind which appeared a con der able r i 
Europeans regularly drawn up, as if PAEA 2 vpkt call 
hollow way, and feveral fhot were fired from heavy cannon pli aa 
to'defend the approach. Juft as the Englith, troops came near, : 
the firft divifion of the Europeans ftept out to give their fire, 
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1758. field-pieces were arrived within fhot ; on which all the enemy went 
eee to Che tight-about, abandoned their camp, and retreated, feemingly 
Decgmbar, every man as he lifted, in the utmoft confufion; but the Englifh 
battalion crofling after them, many threw down their arms, “and 
farrendered themfelves prifoners. Mr. Conflans had previoufly fent 

away four of the {malleft field-pieces; and the money of the 

military cheft, laden for expedition on two camels. The fpoil of the 

field and camp was 30 pieces of cannon, moft of which were 

brafs; 50 tumbrils, and other carriages laden with ammunition ; 

feven mortars from thirteen to eight inches, with a large provifion 

of fhells; tooo draught bullocks, and all the tents of the French 
battalion. Three a their officers were killed in the field, and 

three died of their wounds the fame evening; 7o of their rank 

and file were likewife killed, or mortally wounded: fix officers and 

50 rank and file were taken prifoners, and the fame number of 
wounded were {uppofed to have efcaped. Of the Englifh battalion, 

Captain Adnet and 15 rank and file, were killed; Mr. Macguire, the 
pay-mafter, and Mr. Johnftone, the ‘commiflary, who joined the 
grenadiers, two officers, and 20 of the rank and file, were wounded; 

the Sepoys had 100 killed and more wounded. No victory could be 

more compleat. Mr. Conflans, the commander of the French army, 
changing horfes, arrived on the full gallop at Rajahmundrum 

f before midnight, although the diftance is 40 miles from the field 
| on which the battle was loft; the troops took various routs, but 

z e moft of them towards Rajahmundrum. 

The cavalry of Anunderauze, although incapable of fighting, 
were very active as {couts to obferve the flying enemy, and the con- 

-currence of their reports determined Colonel Forde to fend forward 

f 500 Sepoys, which in the army were ranked the firft battalion of 
thefe troops, under the command of Captain Knox. ‘They were in 
march at five in the afternoon. The next day intelligence was re- 

| ceived, that many of the enemy’s Europeans, and fome of their black 

fugitives, had ftopped at Rajahmundrum; on which 1000 more 

Sepoys were fent to join thofe with Captain Knox; and the whole, 


now 1500, atrived there at break of day on the roth. 
4 This 
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This city, the capital of the province, is fituated on the G altern mbank 
of the Godaveri, 40 miles from the fea. In the middle of the yen 
and near the river, ftands a large fort, with mud walls of little å 
fence. The French troops, having loft all their beft cannon, we Ji 
not truft to thofe in the fort, and report had reprefented the Engl ith 
Sepoys as the whole army, the Rajah’s and all, in full purfuit ; and 


Fifteen Europeans, with all the ftores, baggage, and bullocks, which 
had efcaped from the battle, had not yet embarked, and were im- 
mediately feized; a boat loaded with many more Europeans was in 
the ftream; and four fmall field-pieces, with a thirteen-inch 
mortar of brafs taken out of the fort, had juft reached the other fhore 
when the Englifh Sepoys arrived, who fired for half an hour, as well 
with their mufkets as frora the cannon of the fort, upon the boat 
and the oppofite fhore, which deterred the enemy from carrying” off 
the field-pieces and mortar, or from remaining near them; and a | 
party of Sepoys croffing the river in boats, brought them back the 
fame day without moleftation > a large quantity of ammunition 
military ftores, laid up for the French army, was taken in the fort. 
Colonel Forde, with the reft of the Englifh forces, arrived at Ra- 
jahmundrum the next day; but the Rajah, with his, remained at 
Peddipoor performing the ceremony of burying the few of his people 
which had chanced to be killed by the ftraggling fhot of the fight.. 
The Hardwicke, and the two floops, were at anchor on the coaft fome 
leagues above the field of battle, which is about ro miles from. he 
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anit of November, without waiting for the troops of the allies, 
whofe affifance the prefidency had requefted. The polygar Tondi- 
= man gave affurances, and was really collecting fome, but the Mo- 
raver had returned no anfwer, and the king of Tanjore had expreffed 
himfelf in fuch equivocal terms, that the Prefidency refolved to fend 
major Calliaud, in whom the king had confidence, to convince him 
of the impolicy of his indifference: accordingly this officer embarked 
on the goth in a common mafloolah, intending to land at Tran- 
quebar. 

The French army moved again from Conjeveram on the 29th of 
November, advancing on the high road towards Madrafs: but a 
EEn large detachment under the command of Mr. Soupire proceeded along 
> the bank of the Paliar, with orders to halt between the river and 

Chinglapet. On the fame day the partizan Lambert, with his troops 

and two {mall field-pieces, attacked the pettah of Pondomalee, which 

the enfign, Crowley, attempted to defend, but was driven into the 
fort with the lofs of 30 or 40 of his Sepoys killed and wounded, 
and two of their ferjeants, Europeans, were made prifoners. On ths 
4th of December, Mr. Lally reconnoitred the fort of Chinglapet in 
perfon, within mufket-fhot ; and contrary to the found rules of war, 
and perhaps his own conviction, determined to leave it in his rear. 

On the 7th, the whole army halted at Vendaloor, and Lambert’s 

„party appeared in fight of the Mount, where the Englifh army had 

been reinforced with 400 more Europeans from the town, being all 

that remained, excepting the invalids and artillery: 300 had been 
pofted, a mile and half in the rear of the main camp, at Sidapet or 
the little Mount, to guard the bridge and ford over the river of St. 

Thomé ; but on the night after the appearance of Lambert’s party, 
- thee R were fent back to the town, and oe fame number were 
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a forced march in the night, higher up, acrofs the river of St. 
Thomé, which might bring the French army before morning be- 
tween the Englifh camp and Madrafs, and cut off their retreat to 
the town : he therefore immediately ftruck his tents and marched 
back with the whole army to the Choultry plain. 

The ground fo called commenceth about 2000 yards fouth-weft of 
the white town of Madrafs, or Fort St. George, from which it is 
feparated by two rivers. The one, called the river of Triplicane, 
winding from the weft, gains the fea about a thoufand yards to the 
fouth of the glacis. The other coming from the northweft, paffeth 


near the- weftern fide of the black town, the extremity of which is ` 


high ground, which the river rounds, and continues to the Eaft, 
until within 100 yards of the fea, where it wafheth the foot of the 
glacis, and then turning to the fouth continueth parallel with the 
beach, until it joins the mouth and bar of the river of Triplicane.. 
From the turning of the river at the high ground, a canal, ftriking 
to the fouth, communicates with the river of Triplicane. ‘The 
low ground included by the channels of the two rivers and the ca- 
nal, is called the Ifland, which is about 3000 yards in circumfe 
rence. 1200 yards from the ftrand of the fea is a long bridge 


leading from the ifland over the Triplicane river, to a road which | 


continues fouth to the town of St. Thomé. Another bridge over 
the canal, leads to the weft, and amongft others to a village 
called Egmore, from which this bridge takes its name. Coming 
from the fouth or weft, thefe two bridges afford the only convenient 
accefs to the Fort or white town, excepting another along the ftrand 
of the fea, when the bar of the Triplicane river is choaked with fand. 


All the ground between the St. Thomé road and the fea is filled 


with villages and enclofures; and fo is that on the left, for half 
a mile towards the Choultry plain, from which a road and feveral 
{maller paffages leads through them to the St. Thomé Road. 

It was neither the intention of the Prefidency, nor of Colonel 


Lawrence himfelf, to rifque the army on the Choultry plain, more. 


than they had at the Mount ; for a defeat in the field was the certain 


lofs of Madrafs, as the enemy in their fuperiority had 300 European” 


DY didi 2 horfe, 
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8  horfe, excellently mounted and difiplined ; the greateft number 


which: had hitherto appeared together in India. The intention 
was to gain time, for every day was precious 5 and not to difpirit 
the troops, who were to fuitain the impending fiege, and might 
have made finifter reflections if they had been haftily led back with- 
in the walls, before their own underftandings were convinced of the 
neveflity. ` The ground and the advantages which were taken of it 
by Colonel Lawrence, fecured their retreat, when it fhould become 
neceflary. ; 

The Choultry plein extends two miles to the weft of the enclo- 
fares which bound the St. Thomé road, and terminates on the 
other: fide at a large body of water called the Meliapore Tank, 
behind which runs with deep windings, the Triplicane river. 
The road from the Mount pafles two miles and a half under the 
mound of the tank, and at its iffue into the Choultry plain, was a 


- kind of defile, formed by the mound on one hand, and buildings 


with thick enclofures on the other. Colonel Lawrence, retreating 
from the mount, halted-and remained during that and the next day, 
swhich was the roth, eppofite to this defile. On the rith he cut 
through the mound of the tank, which fwamped the whole length 
of the road, and then retreated to the other extremity of the plain, 
-clofe to the enclofures neareft the Triplicane river. In this fitua- 
tion his field-pieces commanded the road leading acrofs the plain te 
that part-of the enclofures through which this road continues to that 
sof St. Thomé, which from the jun&ion continues ftreight to the 
bridge of Triplicane. Three companies of Sepoys were advanced in 
front on the left, to a -choultry ftanding at the flirt of ‘the plain, 
where the road enters the enclofures. 

‘The French-army remained at the Mount during 'the 11th, but 
before day break on-the 12th; and at fun-rife all their Eu- 


ne choultry fo unexpettedly, that the Sepoys {carcely 
‘their firft fire, and ran into the enclofures on their left, 


aye mall grove, which was.in the rear of the 
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choultry, drew up in front of it, but were immediately annoyed by q 753. 
the advanced field-pieces ; of which, feveral fhot made way through 
the trees and killed three troopers; on which, all galloped away to 
the St. Thomé road, intending, it fhould feem, to puth to Triphcane- 
bridge, and then either continue on the ifland, or advance along the 
ftrand of the river in the rear of the Englifh army : but oppofite to the 
governot’s garden, 500 yards from the bridge, they found the road 
f{tockaded acrofs, as well as the lane.on theleft, along the garden-wall, 
by which they might likewife have come round; and in thefe two 
pofts were three companies of Sepoys, with two guns; and the St. 
“Thomé road, for a long way, had no other iffue to the left. The 
firtt fire from the ftockades drove the cavalry up the road until out 
of reach. 

Mean while the main body of the French army appeared iffu- 
ing from along the mound of the Meliapore tank, and advanced 
along the road, which was here between an avenue of trees, 
‘cannonading at intervals from fome of their field-pieces.: they 
were anfwered without intermiffion by fx from the Englith line, 
until their van were half through the avenue, and within 1090 
‘yards, when Colonel Lawrence ordered the retreat. The line 
marched off their ground by the nght, and pafling a village called. 
Chindadrapettah, croffed the river of Triplicane, whereit was for- 
„dable without difficulty ; they then continued round two or three: 
hamlets to the Egmore bridge, which leads over the canal into the 
Fland. Here they halted {ome time to receive a guard of 30 Europeans, 
potted in a redoubt at Egmore, in which was the powder-mill of 
‘the garrifon. As -foon as this party joined, the whole army croffed: 
‘the bridge, and after fome detachments of Europeans and Sepoys had’ 
‘been draughted and fent to defend the pafles of the black town,, 
the reft of the army marched into the fort. Mr. Lally gave no in- 
“erruption to the retreat, probably becaufe he fufpected fome ftrata- 
-gems. Three Europeans were killed in the .cannonade, .but the. 
‘French loft 10, and as many wounded. 

At the fame time that the main body -of the French army were: 
-advancing to the Choultry plain, their irregular Sepoys with Lam- 


‘bert: 


‘December. 
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baie had proceeded along the fouth fide of the San Thomé river, in 

order to attack a redoubt fituated on the fide of it near the fea, 

The guard was only one company of Sepoys, who getting intelli- 
_ gence in time, retreated along the beach and arrived fafe in the 

garrifon. 

As foon as Colonel Lawrence came into the fort, the council of 
the prefidency aflembled, and by an unanimous vote committed the 
defence of the fiege to Re governor Mr. Pigot, recommending to him 
to confult Colonel Lawrence on all occafions, and on extraordinar y 
emergencies to affemble a council of the fuperior officers of the gar- 

rifon. The French army immediately encamped on the ground which 
the Englifh had quitted, but fent a detachment Sane the Tripli- 
cane river, which took poft in the redoubt at Egmore. 

As the French army were advancing from the Mount, 300 Euro- 
peans, with two twelve-pounders, had been fent off under the com- 
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Murphy, againft Pondamalee. They 
arrived at noon, and Mur phy fummoned Enfign Crowley, with 
threats, as refifting in an untenable poft, although the fort was of 
ftone, and furrounded by a wet ditch. On Crowley’s refufal, the 
twelve-pounders were employed until night, when 20 of the 
French detachment had been killed or wounded, and little damage 
had been done to the wall; but the Sepoys within, expecting’ nei- 
ther fuccour nor quarter, began to waver; on which, Crowley 
marched with them out of the fort in deep lence at midnight, and 


out of reach before they were ready to purfue; and, knowing the 
country, came in the next morning by the north of the black town. 
The number was 500, in five companies, of which three were the 
garrifon of Pondamalee, and two had retreated hither from the fort 
gfi gete l 
r arrival broug ught i in the laft of the troops, ftationed in diftant 
ande cor mld the force with which Madrafs was to fuf- 
e. The e r roll of the European military, including the. 
64, topafie 53 and 89 coffrees incorporated in the compa- 
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nies, amounted to 1758 men. ‘The Sepoys were 2220. Of the Eu- 
ropeans 24 were troopers mounted. The Nabob’s horfe were 
200; but, from experience, very little fervice was expected from 
them. The European inhabitants not military were 1 50 men, 
and they were appropriated without diftinétion to ferve out ftores 
and provifions to the garrifon. The native boatmen, who alone 
can ply acrofs the furf, had been retained by fpecial encourage- 
ments, and their huts, with their maffoolas or boats, extended 
‘under the wall next the fea, where it was fuppofed not a fhot 
was likely to fall. The Nabob, with his family and attendants, 
had come ifito the fort on the day that the army retreated from the 
Mount ; but, although lodged in one of the beft houfes, were much 
ftraitened for want of the room and conveniencies to which they had 
been accuftomed. 

The French army continued on the other fide of the Triplicane 
river during the day they arrived from the Mount, and all the next; 
but at two in the morning of the 14th were in motion, and having 
paffed the river where the Englifh had croffed, proceeded at the back 
of Egmore to the village of Viparee, whichis about a mile to the 
north-weft of that poft, and from whence a good road leads nearly 
weft to the northern part of the black town. Parts of the ancient 
bound hedge, and the ruins of fome guard-houfes, fill remained 
along the north and weft fides of the black town; and, with 
the channel of the northern river, rendered the greateft part of the 
weftern fide very defenfible: but on the fide facing the north, were 
many gaps, too open to be maintained. The army, having advanced 
to the ford acrofs which the road from Viparee leads into the town, 


fired their field-pieces before them, which the guards returned 


with their mufketry, but the Sepoys only with one fire, and then 
ran away. The Europeans, neverthelefs, defended the ford, and 
feveral other acceffes on either hand, until they perceived that feve- 
ral parties of the enemy had entered on the north fide; when all 
retreated as faft as they could to the fort, and none were inter- 
cepted. In the {kirmifhes, three of them had been killed; but of the 
enemy, eleven. Soon after, the whole of the French army ap- 

peared. 
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peared u the fouthern parts of the town, where the fireets Opened 
upon the efplanade of the fort. The regiment of Lally took wp. 
their quarters near the beach of the fea. Jorrain, with the batta-- 
lion of India, on the rifing ground to the weft; but both be- 
hind buildings which fcreened them from the fire. of the 
ramparts. A multitude of the natives, with the ufual defpon- 
dency of their character, had remained in their habitations until the 
Jaft hour, and now came pouring upon the glacis, imploring admit- 
tance into the covered way, but were refufed, and advifed to make 

‘their efcape as well as they could in the night; feveral {pies. and 
two or three deferters came mingled amongft them, who reported 


that the French troops were all employed in ranfacking the houfes, ~ 


and that théy had difcovered feveral warchoufes filled with arrack, 
with which moft of them had already got drunk ; and fuch as were 
perceived from the town, appeared ftaggering under their loads and 
liquor; on which it was refolved to make a {trong fally before they 
fhould have time to recover themfelves. 

Five hundred of the beft men were draughted, and given to the 
command of Lieutenant Colonel Draper, who fuggefted the defign ; 
and 100 with major Brereton were to follow a little while after, as 
a covering party. At eleven o'clock Draper’s detachment marched 
out of the weftern ravelin; two companies of grenadiers led the 
line, but the two field-pieces were in the rear. Their way was, firft, 
300 yards ftreight on to the weft, where a bridge crofles a {tagnated 
arm of the river that communicates with the weftern ditch of the fort. 
This bridge gives accefs to and from the black town by the afcent 
of the rifing ground, and is laid pointing to the N.w.: the afcent 
begins almoft as foon as you have croffed the bridge, and the road 
to the top continues about 300 yards in that direétion, when 


_ it turns into a long ftreet of Indian houfes, which runs nearly north: 


and fouth, and is crofled by feveral others on either hand. Such 
was the negligence and fecurity of the French army, that tney did 
‘hot perceive the approach of the detachment, until apprifed by a 
miftake of the Englifh drummers, moft of whom being black boys, 

began to beat the grenadiers march as foon as they entered the ftreet : 

l and 
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on. which the whole line from one end to the other fet up their huzza; 

but even on this warning the enemy did not look out with fufficient 

attention to be certified in which {treet the detachment was advancing, 

but drew up at the head of another, which ran parallel to it, about 
100 yards on the left; in which they advanced 2-or 3 platoons 
about 50 yards lower down, at the opening of a crofs-{treet which 
gave a {trait communication between the two: the Englifh troops 
marching on did not receive a fhot until they came oppofite to this ad- 
vanced guard, which then fired, and with execution, for the diftance 
was point blank : the firft of the line returned the fire, but being the 
company of grenadiers halted no longer than this operation, and 
then proceeded; for Draper, knowing how near, and where the 
enemy’s main body were drawn up, would not ftop. the line, but 
{tationed two platoons from the fucceeding companies to continue 
the fire, and prevent the enemy from breaking through the ftreet. 
He at the fame time ordered the two field-pieces to advance from the 
rear to the front, and the troops marching in whole files opened to 
the right and left to let them pafs; but before they were brought 
up, the grenadiers and fome more had pufhed on to the head 
of the long ftreet, in which they were marching. This was 
terminated by another much broader that crofled it, coming on the 
right from the efplanade of the fort to the eaft, and continued 100 
yards on the other hand to the weft of the long {treet, where the 
cro{s-ftreet turned to the north and then again to the weft. In that 
part of the crofs-ftreet to the left appeared the regiment of Lorrain, 
with four field-pieces, drawn up facing the fouth, oppofite to the 
ftreet in which they had pofted their advanced guard, and were ex- 
pecting the Englith troops ; to whom in this pofition they prefented 
their flank quite naked. Beyond them, in the continuation of the 
ftreet, after it has turned to the north, the battalion of India, which 
comprized the troops belonging to the French company, were af- 
fembling. Not a moment was loft in taking the advantage ; the 
grenadiers, and as many more as the breadth of the ftreet, which 


‘was here so yards, would admit, faced and fired; but had fcarcely 


time to give a fecond, before the two field-pieces came up. In that 
part of the crofs-ftreet where the Englifh troops had faced, and in 
Vou. JI, Bee front 
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E F front of their left, almoft adjoining to the long ftreet they had 
p. ~~ paffed throus h, lay the ruins of a demolifhed houfe, which fpread 
DA = Hee than half-way over the crofs-{treet, and although not ‘high 
SH enough to prevent a fingle rank of mufketry from firing over the 
Ee rubbith, did not admit the field-pieces, which were thererove drawn 
pe : up to the right of the rubbifh, and the troops which had ftcod 
there made room for them, by crowding along the adjoining walls 
on that fide of the crofs-f{treet. Thefe alterations created fome con- 
fofion ; for they were made with much hurry from the ardour of 
fetting the field-pieces to work; which did not difappoint the expec- 
tation, but firing with grape knocked down numbers. Lorrain 
fearcely ftood a minute before all the men ran into the oppofite 
houfes ; and all the officers could do was to turn the field- -pieces, 
which the gunners likewife abandoned after the very firft difcharge, 
Draper immediately commanded his own firing to ceafe, and ae 
grenadiers to follow him to the enemy’s guns, to which he ran, and 
fired a piftol, but without effe&t, at an officer who remained by them, 
which the officer having returned with as little, offered to furrender 
himfelf and the guns, when Draper perceived that he had been fol- 
lowed by only four grenadiers. In the fame inftant, many of the 
French foldiers, encouraged by the ceafing of the Englifh fire, and 
the backwardnefs of the men to advance with Draper, gathered 
again in the ftreet, and began to fire; by which two of the grena- 
diers were killed, and the other two wounded before they got 
Tas back to their own men, and Draper returned with them. Now the 
field-pieces and mufketry on both fides commenced the hotteft fire ; 
but with encreafing havock from the enemy, whofe numbers were 
augmented every moment by the battalion of India ; ; and many of 
the Englith foldiers began in their turn to take fhelter in the neareft 
houfes ed enclofures. Neverthelefs, the brunt of this fight con- 


a eae aes prea of Lally’ s Ee eet) from dié fea- 
J t off t the whole detachment, ordered the retreat ; but 
mmer was found to beat it. ‘The grenadiers oE the 


not having room to be employed in the crofs- 
iA sos l {treet 


large enclofure on the fide of the {treet oppofite to the rubbith 
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Reet be cupied by other platoons and the field-pieces, had gone Ae a 


as well as the others who had taken fhelter in houfes on the right 
were not apprized of the retreat : all who were marched huddled to- 
gether down the crofs-ftreet, which opened in lefs than 300 yards 
upon the efplanade, and under the proteétion of the guns of the fort ; 
but the enemy followed foclofe, and their fire both of cannon and muf- 
ketry became fo fuperior, that the two field-pieces in the rear of the 
detachment were abandoned ; and the enemy’s divifions had advanced 
to the enclofure in which the grenadiers had taken refuge, before they 
had thought of marching out. They were offered quarter, which they 
accepted, becaufe they could make no effectual refiftance, although 
they were eighty, the prime men of the garrifon. During the fight 
in the weftern part of the black town, the regiment of Lally towards 
the fea were with much difficulty got under arms by Mr. Bufly, for 
moft of the common men were reeling drunk. However, they had ad- 
vanced, fheltered by houfes from the fire of the fort, until they came 
within 300 yards of the ftreet in which the Englifh were retreating, 
and arrived there juft as the line were coming out of it upon the ef- 
planade, when the interval between them was open to the fire of the 
fort; the fear of which, and the miftruft of their intoxicated men, 
deterred the officers from leading them on to the fair attack before 
them; and they only fired random mufketry, and from two field- 
pieces ill-pointed at Draper’s line, who, as foon as out of the ftreet, 
turned fhort to the fouth, and proceeded on the lower ground under 
the houfes which fkirted the weft face of the efplanade, until they 
came oppofite to the north-weft angle of the glacis, and met in the 
way the covering party with Major Brereton, which had advanced 
end was waiting for them in good order : the nearer the line came to 
the fort, the greater became their hurry to get into it, for many ran 
over the glacis ; but all the officers, with as many men as they could 
keep together, marched in order to the entrance on the eaftern face of 
the north ravelin. No officer, excepting Lieutenant Billock, was killed 


on the fpot; but Major Polier, Captain Hume, and Enfign Chace, were 


Eeez mortally 
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mortally wounded; Policr came into the fort, but the other two. 


were taken, Captain Pafcall and Lieutenant Elliot were fhot 
through the body; Lieutenants Stephen Smith and Blair, and Enfign’ 
Cook, were wounded and taken; but recovered. Of rank and 
file 103 were taken, of whom 19 were wounded: Fifty came in 
wounded, and fifty were left dead abroad, of whom all did not fall 
in the open action, for more than 20 were: found killed in dif- 
ferent houfes, moftly {tabbed with bayonets, and with their an- 
tagonilts lying dead befide them; fo that the garrifon loft the lives 
or fervice of more than 200 foldiers and fix officers by this fally. 
The French acknowledged 200 of their rank and file killed and 
wounded ; and had 12 officers wounded, Saubinet mortally, and 
three killed on the fpot; they loft only four prifoners,. of whom 
one was the Count D’Eftaign ; his quarters were with Lally’s regi- 
ment near the beach, and on the firft firing he mounted his horfe, 
and came galloping down the crofs-{treet to the rear of the Englith 
grenadiers, whom, being fhort-fighted, or perhaps not {eeing at all 
through the fmoke, he took for French troops, nor perceived his 
miftake until within a few yards, when. his horfe ftumbling, threw 
him, and before he could recover himfelf, he was feized: by two 
drummers, who.had their fwords drawn to ftab him, when Lieue 
tenant Smith, the fame who was afterwards taken prifoner himfelf, 
ftepped between : his confequence being known, he was imme- 
diately fent away with an officer and a file of men to the fort. 
Mr. Lally blamed exceffively his own regiment for not marching on 
the firft fire, which had they done, and the troops been lefs intoxi- 
cated, it is probable that very few of the Englifh detachment would 
have efcaped. He endeavoured to fix the fault on Mr. Buffy, who 
juftified himfelf by the delay of Mr. Lally’s orders, without which, 


according to the regulations of the fervice, the regiment could not 


march ; and then Buffy led them. Mr. Lally regretted exceedingly 
the lofs of Saubinet and the Count D’Eftaign, and with reafon ; for 


the one poffefted all the qualities of an able general, and the other of 
an active partizan, 


Very 
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Very few cafes permit a ftrong fally from the garrifon at the 
opening of a fiege ; the prefent was in fome meafure juftified by the 
{uppofition that the enemy’s troops were intoxicated and in confufion ; 
but, notwithftanding the ardour of the onfet, it left no advantageous 
impreffion of the firmnefs of the garrifon with the French officers ; 
and Murphy, one of the moft experience, propofed that a general 
affault fhould be made on the town in the enfuing night, in four 
divifions, and offered to lead the principal attack himfelf. It was 
lucky for them that his advice was not followed. 

The next day the French army began to prepare their batteries, 
but in fituations concealed by houfes from the view of the ramparts ; 
however, the motions to and fro left little doubt where they were 
at work, and fhells as well as fhot were fired at intervals throughout 
the day to interrupt them ; although {paringly, except when certain 
of effet ; and this prudent thrift was obferved throughout all the 
days, until they opened their batteries : but their artillery which had 
embarked for the fiege was ftill at a diftance at fea, and on the day 
of the fally a party of four companies of Sepoys, detached with 
Lieutenant Airey by Captain Prefton from Chinglapet, took the 
only 13 inch mortar, which was coming by land : it was efcorted by 
150 Sepoys; they were intercepted and defeated between Sadrafs and 
Cobelong ; but Airey, having no bullocks to draw off the mortar, 
ruined it as well as he could, and left it on the road. 

Intelligence had been received, that one of the veflels which had 
been laden with artillery at Alamparva, was detained at anchor off 
the point of Conimere, about 15 miles to the South of Sadrafs, by 
the contrary wind and current ; and a Dutch Snow being in the road 
of Madra{s, it was refolved to equip and employ her, to attack the 
French veflel ; accordingly 20 failors belonging to the fquadron who 
had been lately exchanged, and 40 of the marines left by Mr. 
Pococke, were fent on board under the command of a naval officer 
of experience ; but juft as he was going to weigh, the failors refufed 
to ferve, pretending that they knew the French fhip was much too 
{trong for them; on which they were relanded on the roth, and 
the attempt was relinquifhed. 


The 
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The experience of the very few days that the fort had been in- 
vetted, had convinced the Nabob of the increafing inconveniences 
which he and his family would fuffer by continuing in it through 
the fiege ; and the garrifon ftll more wifhed to be freed from the 
ufelefs confumption and embarrafiment of his retinue, which con- 
fifted of 400 men, with 200 horfes, befides other cattle, who, 
neverthelefs, could not decently be difmified whilft he remained. 
It was therefore refolyed, with mutual fatisfaction, that he fhould pro- 
ceed by fea with his wife, women, and children, and their immediate 
attendants, on board the Dutch fnow, which was to land them at the 
Dutch fettlement of Negapatam ; from whence, being in the Tan- 
jore country, they might proceed fecurely to Tritchinopoly. They 
embarked, attended by one of the council, on the night of the 20th, 
and before morning were out of fight; the Nabob’s dependants were 
then told, that they might provide for their own fafety, and in a 
few nights moft of them quitted the town. 

On the 16th at night, a fally was made to the north by 40 Euro- 
peans, and as many Sepoys; but they were difcovered before they 
got clear of the glacis, and returned without firing. Two {allies 
were made on the night of the rgth: the one by 20 Europeans and 
30 Sepoys, under the command of Enfign Bonjour, who proceeded 
to the northward under the beach to the firft houfes beyond the 
efplanade, when fome of the Sepoys cried out they faw horfe, and 

giving a fcattering fire’ took flight, which obliged the Europeans, 

after giving theirs, to retreat likewife, but, before they were out of 
seach, they received the enemy’s, by which one was killed and two 
wounded. ‘The other fally was of 1000 Sepoys, under the com- 

mand of Jemaul Saheb, to the fouthward; they were to beat up a 

guard pofted at the garden-houfe, and then proceed to St. Thomé, 

in order to feize a piece of battering cannon which was waiting 
there for bullocks, under the efcort of a company of Sepoys: they 
marched over the Triplicane-bridge, but had fcarcely got into the St. 
Thome Road, when they received a fire from the firft enclofure on 
the left, which threw the whole body into a panick, and all ex- 

cepting 
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cepting 30 or 40 returned into the fort, and none of them Had ‘te- 
ceived a wound. 

On the 21ft another detachment of 1000 Sepoys with 20 Euro- 
peans fallicd at 10 o’clock in the day, under the condu& of Lieu- 
tenant Balantyne and Enfign Crowley, in order to beat up a party 
with 2 guns which were reported to be pofted at the pagoda in the 
village of Triplicane about a mile to the fouth of the fort. They 
croffed the bar of the Triplicane river, and proceeded driving feveral 
{mall Sepoy guards before them to the pagoda ; where, not finding 
either the party or the guns they were feeking, they turned into the 
St. Thomé road, and Cen it, marched along the other road, which 
leads to the Choultry-plain, intending to attack the enemy’s guards 
on the outfide of the enclofures near the village of Chindadrepettah ; 
but before they arrived on the plain 300 Europeans were reported ad- 
vancing from Triplicane river, on which the detachment marched back 


to the bridge, and returned by the ftrand of the river to the bar, where. 


a company of grenadiers were waiting to cover their retreat. Whilft 
this detachment was abroad,- two pieces of battering cannon, drawn 
by a great many bullocks and coolies, were perceived croffing from 
the village of Chindadrepettah to the s. w. towards the black town, 
and being within random fhot of the weftern baftions feveral cannon 
were fired upon them, which foon ftopt the bullocks and coolies, 
and one of the guns funk to the axle-tree in the mud; upon which 


300 Sepoys, encouraged by the promife of a reward, marched with 
Jemaul Saheb to fpike up thefe guns: on their appearance the 
drivers caft off and hurried away the bullocks, and the coolies ran 


away; but before the Sepoys got to the bridge, which leads to 
Egmore, 200 European horfe, followed by fome infantry, appeared 
advancing from the camp in the black town; on which the party 
was recalled into the fort. 

' On the 17th, all the Englifh prifoners that had been taken at the 
fally were fent away for Pondicherry. They were roo, and were 
efcorted by 150 of the European horfe, 40 European foot, and 500 
Sépoys. ‘They moved flowly, and proceeded towards Sadrats, by the 
road near the fea fhore, which pafieth by Cobelong, where they were 

2 ` halting- 
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halting on the 19th. Captain Prefton, zealous to recover the pri- 
foners, marched in the night of the 19th, with the greateft part of 
the garrifon of Chinglapet, to intercept them. His party was only 
80 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, and two field-pieces. ‘They crofled the 
country, and halted at ro o’clock next day fix miles to the fouth of 
Sadrafs. A channel of 20 miles in length extends from Cobelong 
to within three miles of Sadrafs, and has at each extremity an open- 
ing to the fea, from which it receives its water, and at times enough 
to overflow the country a mile a-crofs, in which ftate it was at 
prefent. Befides the road leading from Cobelong to Sadrafs along 
the fea fhore, there is another within the inundation, and Prefton 
remaining where he had halted {fent half his force over the water 
with lieutenant Airey, to wait for the enemy on the other road ; two 
hours after appeared a body of 400 Sepoys, with fome black horfe, 
whom Prefton kept at a diftance and difperfed ; and in the evening, 
Airey’s party returned without any tidings of the efcort, which had 
pafled on to Sadrafs before he croffed the water, on which Prefton 
marched back to his garrifon, where he arrived the next day. 

The commandant Mahomed Iffoof, after having been detained 
three days at Outatore by the rains, arrived on the 29th of No- 
vember at Thiagar, where he was joined by the killidar, Kiftnarow, 
with 250 horfe, and 1000 foot; and Mahomed Ifloof himfelf had 
enlifted 100 horfe on the road. Their forces marched on the firft of 
December, and invefted Elavanafore, which ftands ten miles to the 
weit of Thiagar. There were in the fort two companies of Sepoys 
belonging to the French, with a lieutenant, Dumefnil, and three 
other Europeans, a ferjeant, and two gunners, and two field-pieces : 


“this garrifon defended themfelves until the clofe of the evening, 


when they furrendered. Fifty of the Sepoys took fervice with Ma- 
homed Iffoof; the reft were difarmed and permitted to go where 
they pleafed, but the four Europeans were fent to Tritchinopoly : 
{fome {tores and ammunition were found in the fort. The next day 
Kiftnarow went away with his own troops to get plunder, and on 
the 7th burnt a village in fight of Fort St. David; but Mahomed 
[floof did not move until the 5th, when he proceeded to Tricolore, 

4 a for- 
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a fortified pagoda, ten miles to the north of Elavanafore, On the 
6th, he was joined by 200 horfe, 1500 Colleries, and AD eon s 

fent by the polygar Tondiman, and the day after attacked ane 
pagoda, in which were three companies of Sepoys, who defended it 
with much aétivity until eight at night, when they offered to fur- 
render provided they were permitted to march away with their 


arms and effects ; and having already killed 15 and wounded 55 of- 


Mahomed Ifloof’s troops, he accepted their terms; and then follow- 
ing the track of Kiftnarow marched to the eaftward, {preading his 
army to ravage the country, all of which, as far as the fea, paid 
revenue to the French. On thé 15th they appeared at Villenore, 
within fight of Pondicherry, and brought fo much terror, that the 
inhabitants of the adjacent villages took fhelter in crowds within 
the bound hedge. On the 18th they cut the mound of the great 
tank at Valdoor, and let out the water to deftroy the cultivations 
it was referved to fertilize. ‘The fword was little ufed, but fire 
every where, and the cattle were driven away to Tricaloor. Mn 
Lally on hearing of thefe devaftations, fent word to Mr. Pigot, 
that he would retaliate, by putting men, women, and children to 
the {word in the territory about Madrafs; he however forbore to 
execute the threat. On the 21{t Mahomed Ifloof was joined by 
300 horfe from Tanjore, not furnifhed by the king, but hired there 
with his permiffion, by Mahomed Iffoof’s agents : on the fame day 
Kiftnarow returned with all his troops to Thiagar. The next, 
Mahomed Ifloof began his march from Villaporum to the north- 
ward, ftill continuing his ravages. Rajahfaheb, with a confiderable 


body of horfe, had been for fome time at Conjeveram, waiting to 


prote&t thofe diftriéts from his excurfions, and on his approach 


crofled the Paliar, and advanced to Salavauck, as feemingly with in- 


tention to give him battle; but on better intelligence of his force, 


took fhelter under the guns of Vandiwafh. Lambert was alfo on 


the other fide of the Paliar with 400 Sepoys, 25 Europeans, and 


two guns, but on the fame information marched round and ftopt at. 


two days diftance in his rear.: On the 25th Mahomed Ifloof with 
his army joined Captain Prefton at Chinglapet. - 


Vor. I. Fff On 
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On the 22d the Harlem, fo long expected by the enemy, anchored 

in the evening at Onore, three leagues to: the north of the black 
town. The next day, the Thames, laden with all kinds of pro- 
vifions, arrived in the road from Vizagapatam ; the wind was high, 
and the fhip had but two anchors, and in the next forenoon parted 
from that by which fhe was riding, before one that was comin 
from the fhore on a catamaran could reach her; and the Harlem 
_ getting under weigh from Onore at the fame time, fhe ftood out to 
fea, intending to regain the road in the evening, but before night 
was driven out of fight to leeward. . She brought the news of the 
victory gained by Colonel Forde at Pedipore over the French troops. 
with Mr. Conflans, which the fort anounced to the enemy by 21 
guns pointed upon their quarters from the northern baftions, and the 
fire of the whole garrifon drawn up in the covered way. The next 
day the Harlem {topped and feized a veficl trading from the norward, 
laden with 1000 bags of rice, of which the French camp was much 
in want. The artillery brought by the Harlem was. not fufficient 
to fupply the intended batteries ; but feveral cannon and mortars of 
thofe ynladen from the Diligent and Expedition at Alamparvah, and 
brought in boats from thence to San Thomé, pafled every day trom 
this place to the camp in the black town, and generally acrofs the 
plain of Egmore, within fight of the fort ; but fince the fally of the 
Sepoys on the 21ft, the efcorts were too {trong to be attacked by 
any parties which the garrifon could with prudence rifque .at that 
diftance. But the ftock of gun-powder neceflary for the batteries 
was not yet completed; for this was brought the whole way from 
Pondicherry or Alamparvah, by land ; and for the want of bullocks. 
with much delay. 

The commandant Mahomed Iffoof on his arrival. at Chinglapet 
difpatched the greateft part of his horfe, which were now near 1000, 
to ravage and deftroy the country about Conjeveram, from which 
the French government drew revenues, and their army before 
Madtrafs, provifions. On the 27th, he marched: himfelf with. his in- 
fantry, intending according to inftructions he-had received from Mr. 


Pigot, to furprize the French troops which were quartered in the 
Z 3 town 
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town of San Thomé; but Captain Prefton thinking this ahazardous 
enterprize, refolved to participate in it, and accompanied him with 
80 Europeans, two field-pieces; and fix companies of Sepoys, from 
his garrifon. They arrived at the Mount on the 29th; and were 
rejoined the fame day by the horfe from Conjeveram: during the 
enfuing night, a detachment of 500 Europeans, of which 100 were 
cavalry, 600 Sepoys, and 800 black horfe, marched from the black 
town and other pofts, under the command of Mr. Soupire, and at 
day-break the next morning had paffed the village of Sidapet, and 
were within fight of the Mount before their approach was known ; 
however, the activity of Prefton and Mahomed Ifloof ftopt the effe&s 
of the furprize, and in a few minutes the troops from both their 
camps were in march: the enemy halted and began to cannonade, 
which was returned and continued until 10 o’clock, when Captain 
Prefton feeing an advantage, made a pufh with the Chinglapet 
troops, and feized two of their guns, whilft Mahomed Ifoof with 
his kept the main body at bay and prevented them from making an 
effort to ref{cue them ; however, the enemy retreated in good order to 
Sidapte for thegreateft part of Mahomed Iffoof’s cavalry were, if poffible, 
worfe than the black horfe with the French, and few of either 
ventured within arm’s length of each other. Fifteen of the French 
Europeans, with fome of their Sepoys and horfes, were left dead on 
the plain, but they carried away their wounded, of whom fifteen 
were troopers ; moft of this execution was done by the field-pieces ; 
the Chingtenet troops loft only one European, but feveral Sepoys ; 
and more of Mahomed Ifloof’s Sepoys with fome of his horfemen, 
were killed and wounded: both Prefton’s and Mahomed ii di- 
vifions continued at the mount. Hai 
At break of day the next morning, 1000 Sepoys, ith the 
+ troop of horfe, fallied from the garrifon of Fort St. George, by 
the fouthern gate, in order to beat up the guards; at the bar of 
the river, the garden-houfe, and the village of ‘Triplicane , which 
they effected without oppofition ; they lew interce] ted a 
tappy or letter-carrier, coming with many ‘to the French army, 
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which gave information of the arrival of a veffel at Pondicherry . 


from the ifland of asitin win 70 chefts of filver. This 
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1759 day clofed: the year. Mr. Lally intended to open the next with 
—— his firft fire againft the fort; but the preparations to- equip a large 
January. detachment intended to attack the troops with Prefton and Mahomed 
Iffoof, deferred the battery to the 2d of January. 

The French, whilft in poffeffion of Fort St. George, after taken, 


EN, by Labourdonnais, had made feveral improvements and additions to 
We ; : the flight works they found,, which neverthelefs, rendered the fort 
| little capable of long refiftance againft the regular approaches of an 
s j European enemy ; nor had they given any extenfion to the internal 
; i area, which did not exceed 15 acres of ground. Neverthelefs, the 


Englifh let the place remain in the ftate they received it from the 
French in 1751, until the beginning of the year 1756; when the 
| expetation- of another war with that nation, and the reports of the 


Ae 


great preparations making in France againft India, dictated the ne- 
ceflity of rendering it completely defenfible. Accordingly all the 
coolies, labourers, and tank diggers, which the adjacent country 
could fupply, were from this time conftantly employed on the for- 
tifications : their daily number generally amounted to 4000 meng, 
women, and children, who: had continued on the works until lately 
driven away by the approach of the French army from Conjeveram. 
An addition had been projected in the year 1743 by the engineer 
Mr. Smith, father of Captain Jofeph Smith, which included as 
much ground asthe former area of the fort : the ditch which marked 
its limits was then dug and faced with brick, and was fupplied with 
water by a communication with the northern river, which at. that 
time ran along the foot of the ancient wall to the weft; but on 
ig account of the expence, nothing was then raifed above the furface, 
i and the naked ditch remained when Delabourdonnais came before 
the town, neither an obftrnétion nor an advantage to his attack. It 
was in the fame condition in 1756, when the new works were re- 
folved on; and the plan of Mr. Smith having been approved by Mr.. 
" Robins, the fortifications on this fide were raifed in conformity to 
Bp that projection. ‘To join the new rampart with the old baftion to: 
the s.w. and to gain the ground in the new area which was occu- 
pied by the niver, its bed was filled up, beginning from the s. w.. 
baftion, with earth dug from the edge of the rifing ground of the: 
black. 
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black town to the north-weft, which the excavation removed 4o yards nee . 

farther from the works : but only two-thirds of the bed of the river - 

under the old wall had been choaked up. ‘The river ftopped in its Januarye 

former channel, was directed in another, which environed the wet 

and part of the fouth face of the new works, wafhing in fome 

places the foot of the glacis, until it rejoined its former bed at the 

head of the {pit of fand. The old wall of the weftern fide ftill re- 

mained as a retrenchment to capitulate on, in cafe the outward fhould 

be carried. ‘The new extention on this fide comprized three large | 

baftions and their out-works. The fouthern of thefe three baftions 
communicated with the old baftion, which ftood before on the s.w. 

angle, by the curtain raifed acrofs the former chanel of the river ; 

and this curtain encreafed the fouth face of the fort from 130 to 210 

yards. Neverthelefs, the works» on this fide were much lefs de- 

fenfible than thofe to the weft andnorth ; but the furface of water 

and quagmire in the river before it, rendered this front inacceffible, 
excepting by the labours of a much greater army, than the prefent 

attack. The ground on the north of the fort gave the befieger much 

more advantage than on the other fides ; and this face was therefore 
ftrengthened in proportion : the two former baftions and rampart, 

as improved and left by the French, were fuffered to remain, but 

the ditch and glacis which they had dug and raifed, were, the one 

filled up, and the other removed further out, to.admit better works. 

In the front of the n.w. baftion was. raifed another capable of mount- 

ing 28 guns; each of the faces were 100 yards i in length, and a: 
battalion might be drawn up on its rampart, although a large 
vacancy was left in the gorge, or back part, to increale th i 
terval towards the former baftion behind, which this was in 
to cover; it was from its fuperior ftrength called the “royal i ; 
A demi baftion corefponding with the royal was rai fed efore the i 

` old n.r. baftion, that ftood on the beach of the fea, ‘hic! however gE 
the demi baftion did not entirely. Avelop;; . or its rae ‘the or eaf ET ni 
face extending in a line paralle t i 1 > the {í € ; BS ee 


e oS | a er 
angle of the nothern face of t weal ation 


oe 


forward, but confining the ‘extent of gro x è P to thei cisi G £ 
„yidth as the {pace between the eaft face of the demibaftion and ae e» 
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to the weftward, the old baftion had two guns clear of the demi 
baftion, which fupplied the defence on this fide by four guns in the 
flank, and 7 in its northen face. The two new baftions commu- 
-teated with each other by abroad fauflebray that pafled along the 
foot of the old rampart and baftions; this fauflebray was defended 
‘by a {tout parapet feven feet high, which adjoined to the flanks of the 
new baftions. ‘The ditch on this front was dry, becaufe the ground 
‘here was feven feet higher than the level of the canal which fu pplied 
the ditches to the weft and fouth ; but a Cuvette or trench feven feet 
deep and 25 feet broad was dug the whole length of the ditch, which 
‘before the fauffeébray was 180 feet wide, and before the baftions, ninety, 
The covered way of this front was broad and well pallifaded, and con- 
tained between the two baftions a large ravelin capable of 18 guns, 
g in each of its faces. The glacis was excellent, and little was 
wanting to compleat the defences on this fide, excepting mines, 
which the want of time and bricklayers had not allowed. The 
weftern face had likewife its covered way palifaded, and glacis, and 
contained three ravelins, of which that in the middle was the largeft. 


“The eaftern face extended along the beach of the fea within tw enty 


yards of the furf, but fhips could not approach near enough to batter 


ät with any effect ; and no guns could be brought to bear upon it by 


jand. Before the fea gate, which ftands in the middle of the cur- 


_tain, was a battery of thirteen guns; fifty yards on the right of this 


battery was a platform of old ftanding, with 14 guns to return falutes, 
which had hitherto been left without a parapet: the original curtain, 
although nothing more than a brick wall four feet thick, had never 
been ftrengthened ; but a trench fix feet deep, and 10 wide, had 
lately been dug before it; and a ditch with palifadoes was intended 
to have been carried round the battery and the platform, but had not 
been executed at either. The only danger on this fide was from a 
fudden affault or furprize, which could rarely come by boats landing 
unawares acrofs the furf; but always, and with eafe, by a body of 
men paffing on the edge of it by either of the baftions at the extre- 


mities; to prevent which, a row of anchors, backed by palifades, and 


a trench 


ne. jm” 
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a trench were extended from the neck of each baftion quite into : ae 
the furf, No buildings, excepting fheds, had been raifed Jin the: TSO 
new ground taken in to the weftward; and in thofe of the gq Janu3 
the bomb-proof lodgments were not fufficient for the fecurity of E <i! ai 


Te f garrifon. dean) IAE 
The firft appearance of any work done by the enemy had been difeemait ae lea 
ed in the morning of the 18th of December, when Lally’s regiment Beer oe 
had compleated a breaft-work clofe to the fea, 580 -yards from the | Aa ; 
covered way; it was fheltered by houfes on the right, but open in ee t 
EN front to a dire& fire from the north-eaft and demi baftions: from i 


this breaftwork they continued a trench by two zig zags 180 yards sued 
nearer the fort, which brought the trench 40 yards upon the efpla-- i i 
nade: here they began a battery intended for many guns, which ' 
extended from the beach, parallel to the fame fire as the breaft-work, 
and behind this battery on the right they raifed another for fix mor- 
tars, which they compleated by the end of the month ; but the con- 
ftant fire of the fort had retarded their work and prevented them 
from opening any embrafures in the battery for the cannon, becaufe 
they had not enough ready for this, and another battery of fix guns, 
which the regiment of Lorrain had on their fide compleated at the 
opening of a ftreet on the rifing ground to the weftward, which en- 
filaded the face of the royal baftion, and the covered way before it ; 
behind this battery were two mortars imprudently fheltered by the 3 
rubbith of houfes, which had been demolifhed for the purpofe. ig 
The garrifon called this the Lorrain, and the other by the fea, si 
Lally’s battery. eerie) 
At break of day, on the 2d of January, the Lorrain batte 

gan to fire both its cannon and mortars, which were foon follor 
four thirteen-inch mortars from Lally’s, which threw t 
vollies all together. The fort returned with fhells a 
upon the Lorrain battery with 11 guns, four on the y 
Royal, five onthe flank of the Demi, and two on t 
of the old north-eaft baftion: this fuperio ity in lefs than ar ae 
difmounted two of the Lorrain guns, and obliged m to withdraw + 
the other four; but againft the mortars, eith r here or at I ly’s, 
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a 7 59°, the fire of the defences could have little effect, excepting by luck, fince 
they were concealed and defended, as ufual, by a high and ftrong 
Jann. ‘parapet: this annoyance, therefore, continued until feven in the 


evening, during which time only 80 fhells had been thrown from 
both, all of which fell about the middle of the inhabited part of the 


mifchief was alfo done to the adjoining buildings; but not a fingle 
perfon was either killed or wounded by their fall or explofions, nor 
had any one fuffered by the cannon fhot of the morning. 
As.foon as the night clofed, feveral of the principal European 
women, with their children, were fent away in three mafloolah 
boats, to refide under the prote€tion of the Dutch fettlement at Sa- 
drafs; they had not been gone two hours before intelligence was re- 
ceived from Captain Prefton, that a French detachment had fur- 
prized the fort of Sadrafs, taken poffeflion of the town, and made 
the garrifon and all the Dutch inhabitants prifoners; but it was too 
late to recall the Mafloolais. Another letter from Prefton, which 
came in the morning, gave information of an action which he had 
fuftained the day before. 


to the French army. The remains of an ancient ditch and bad 
ground round moft parts of the town, with the river and the 
Englifh redoubt to the fouth, fecured it from fur prize, unlefs at- 
tempted by very fuperior numbers. ‘They accordingly made the 
town the {tation of their boats, as well as the temporary repofitory 
of their convoys coming by land, and had likewife eftablithed in it 
one of the hofpitals of their camp: but the junction of Mahomed 
Tfloof’s troops, with Prefton’s, rendered the maintenance of the 
‘to n an objet of much greater doubt and folicitude, than when it 
nly expofed to fallies from the garrifon of Fort St. George ; 
he body of French troops which had engaged Prefton and Ma- 
Iffoof at the mount on the goth of December retreated im- 
r the action to San Thomé. The day after the ac- 
eceived intelligence that the partizan, Lambert, was 
SS te advancing 
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~ fort, where ftood the government houtfe, againft which they feemed 
to have been aimed, and two went throigh the upper roof: much ° 


The town of San Thomé was become a poft of great confequence - 


ou 


Book X. SIEGE oF Fort Sr. GEORGE 


advancing from the fouth, with a large quantity of ftores anda ftrong 
efcort; on which he moved from the Mount, in order to. intercept 
them, and encamped at Trivambore, which is a village with a pa- 
goda, fituated two miles to the fouth of San Thomé, and one from 
the fea fhore. He was followed by the troops of Mahomed Hoof; 


it having been agreed, in order to prevent jealoufies as: well as. 


confufiom, that the two commands fhould move and encamp in fe- 
parate bodies. The troops of Mahomed Hoof confifted of 3500 foot, 
500 horfe, with three bad field-pieces ; they encamped to. the north 
of the village, and extended almoft to the fea, with their front to- 
wards San Thomé. Captain Prefton, with his divifion, which con- 
fifted of 600 Sepoys,. with 80 Europeans, and two brafs three- 
pounders, pitched’ their tents to the fouth,, looking out for Lambert 
towards Sadrafs. Mr. Lally, apprehenfive that they intended to 
attack San Thomé, encreafed the European infantry there to 500 


rank and file, and the European horfe to 150. Mr. Soupire command- — 


ed, and leaving all the black troops, whether horfe or Sepoys, marched 
at three in the morning with the Europeans only, who were 6 50 horfe 
and foot, and without field-pieces. Half an hour before day they fell 
on the camp of Mahomed Ifloof, which had gained no warning of their 
approach. ‘The furprize and confufion was fo great, that Mahomed 
Ifoof himfelf efcaped at the back of his tent, and his troops fled. 
every way under the enemy’s fire, which lafted fifteen minutes with- 
out interruption ; during which Prefton turned out his line, and fent 
forward his piquets to difcover, who returned without perceiving 
any figns.of troops to: the fouth; at the fame time the croud of fu- 
gitives fhewed that the enemy were in poffeflion of Mahomed Hfoof’s 
camp, and Prefton, judging that their order muft have been much 
broken by the onfet, the action, the darknefs, and the interruptions 
fpread over the ground, immediately refolved to attack them; and 
marching with his whole divifion at the back of the village to the 
weftward, came on the flank of Mahomed Iffoof’s camp, almoft as 


foon as his approach was difcovered; where the French troops, — 


thinking they had routed all their enemies, were collecting the plun- 
Vox II. Gegg der ; 
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i ; nor could the officers recall them to any order, before- the fire 
i E Prefton’s divifion, led by his two field-pieces loaded with grape, 
{coured through the camp, and his mufketr y was augmented by the 
return of the bet of Mahomed Ifiooit’s Sepoys. Neverthelefs, 
fome of the enemy in different parties endeavoured to rally ; but, hav- 
ing no ftrong or colleéted fire to return, they fell, the more they ven- 
tured to make refiftance, and all at feneth broke in confufion; but 
when at fome diftance the officers Piteniled on them to Reps and 
they marched off in order. “hey had got pofleffion of the two field- 
pieces, of Mahomed Iffoof’s divifion, but did not tarry to draw them 
. of. ‘Thirty-fix of their Europeans were counted dead; of whom 
one was a captain, and another a lieutenant. Of the Enelith troops. 
in both actions two Europeans were killed and fix wounded; of the 
Sepoys 60, and 121; but only three of the black cavalry, and. 
five horfes were killed. On a review at three o’clock in the: 
afternoon, only 700 of Mahomed Ifloof’s Sepoys were numbered ;. 
all the reft of his troops, cavalry, colleries, and fepoys, on a fuppo- 
fition that Prefton’s divifion had been as eafily routed as themfelves,. 
fled acrofs the country, nor thought themfelves fafe before they 
‘got under the guns of Chinglapett, and according to their example. 
‘the market-people ran away with their bullocks Fal provifions, of 
which there was not fufficient for one meal left in the camp; and 
this want obliged the troops which remained tomarch away the fame. 
evening with the appearance of defeat as far as Vendaloor, in order 
to meet a fupply from Chinglapett. 


; The fuperior fire of the fort in the morning determined the enemy: . 


to wait until they could renew the attack with lefs difproportion. 
On the 4th a {mall floop laden with ftores and ammunition worked. 
ped the road and anchored near the Harlem, and maffoolas had 
day pafied between St. Thomé and the black town. At day-- 
on the Bito: a ARN of ie mortars were thrown from Lally’s 


ar work, | at fara they commenced a regular canno- 
sie nade 
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nade and bombardment, which confifted of feven guns and fix large 
mortars from Lally’s, and feven guns, with a howitz, from the 
Lorrain battery, with the two mortars in this quarter, which, how- 
ever, fired but feldom. Although the Lorrain battery fired only from 
feven embrafures, it had been augmented to ten, of which the ad- 
ditional four were in a return, or extending from an angle to the right 
of the other fix, and bore upon Pigot’s, the next baftion on the weft 
front to the left of the royal. The enemy’s fire, both of fhot 
and fhells, was direéted more againft the buildings than againit 
the works. The fort returned on Lally’s battery 11 guns from the 
old north-eaft baftion, the north ravelin, and the royal baftion. 
Againft the Lorrain battery, likewife, eleven guns, four from the 
royal baftion, two from the north-weft curtain near. Pigot’s baftion, 
and three from the center ravelin called St. George’s on the weft: 


‘but more guns bore upon the batteries, if it had been neceffary to 


ufe them. : 

The enemy’s mortars continued through the night, and were re- 
joined in the morning by the cannon of the preceding day, and two 
more, from a battery intended for four, which was raifed on the ef- 
planade, adjoining to the weft-fide of the burying-ground, about 
400 yards to the weft of Lally’s battery, and almoft in the perpen- 
dicular of the n. w. or falient angle of the royal baftion, from 
which it was diftant 450 yards. The two guns, now opened in the 
burying ground, bore upon the weft face of the north ravelin and on > 
the weft flank of the old x. £. baftion. The .enemy’s cannon ftll 
continuing to point high, did little damage to the works, but the 
buildings, much damaged before, futfered greatly by the fall of 
their thells. At the twilight of the next day, the 8th of the 
month, the three mafloolas which had been fent with the Eng- 
lith women to Sadrafs, landed at the fort. The French being in 
pofleffion of Sadrafs had feized thefe boats, Jaden them with 50 
barrels of gunpowder, and feveral other military ftores, and fent 
them with the fame boatmen guarded by a French foldier in 
each, to their own army in the black town. At four in the morn- 
ing when oppofite to the fort, each of the foldiers had fallen faft 
afleep, on which the boatmen concerted in their own language with 
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1 59- the certainty of not being underftood, although overheard ; and hav- 

—— ing firft poured water into the firelocks, overpowered and bound the 

. January foldiers, and then landed the boats at the fea gate. This uncommon 
inftance of fidelity and {pirit in men, who are deemed a mean and 
‘outcaft race, was rewarded and encouraged by paying them imme- 
diately the full value of the gunpowder and ftores. | 

The enemy’s mortars renewed at midnight, and at day-break their 
‘cannon, with two pieces more, mounted in the battery at the bury- 
äng ground. In the afternoon they fet fire'to a warehoufe near the s. E. 
baftion, full of faltpetre and brimiftone, which could not be extin- 
guifhed for feveral hours; during which the enemy plied the {pot, 
where the black column of-moke arofe, with ‘fhells and plunging 
dhot, which did no damage. Lieutenant Brooke, a diligent officer 
in the artillery, was killed by a cannon ball-in the demi-baftion. 
The enemy’s fhip Diligent, reladen with artilleryand all kind of 

‘ftores, anchored:in the morning off the black town, having been 3e 
-days in working along the coaft from Alamparva, although the 
freight diftance is not 60 miles. 

The-fame fire, but more frequerit on both fides, continued on the 
gth, the enemy’s mortars fill againft the buildings; but their cannon, 
which inthe two preceding days had only filenced two-guns, in this dif 
abled or difmounted five, and two mortars. ‘In.the night, befides the 
ufual repairs, ‘five embrafures «were cut through the glacis of the fa- 
lient angle before the demi-baftion, pointing obliquely againft Lally’s 

battery, and: guns were-mountediin them; but Lally’s, e 
difmounted two. guns on the. demi-baftion the next -day:; and on the 
rith all the-five towards the land.on-the old n. x. baftion were dif- 
abled by this and the Lorrain battery. Early this morning the enemy 
likewife opened two more guns in a ricochet battery intended for four, 
-which they had raifed near the Englith hofpital, on the rifing ground: 
fronting the center ravelin on the weft fide of the-fort, againft which, 
how ever, it was not intended to fire, but to. enfilade the royal baftion :: 

fe bore upon part of.the north-weft curtain towards Pigot’s. 
this battery ftood at a much greater diftance from 


0! the other three, it was more expofed than either 
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of them to a falty ; for none of their guns had embrafures, but fired 

plunging over the parapet, and the guard might be beaten up, and the 
guns {piked, before fuccour could arrive from the neareft of the 
“enemy's quarters: aware of this they had carried on a trench, from 
the end of the ftreet through which Draper had marched, to the foot 


-of the bridge, which crofled the ground fronting the battery, and 


a picquet guard was conftantly kept in the trench, ready to give 


the alarm. They had likewife began a breaft-work at the bar af 


-the Triplicane river to the fouth, in order to annoy the black - people 

and cattle, which were fheltered on the {pit of fand at the foot of 
‘the glacis on this fide; and as many inconveniences would enfue 
from their difperfion, it was refolved to drive the enemy from the 
‘breaft-work. 

Accordingly a detachment of 200 Europeans, of which half were 
grenadiers, and 400 Sepoys, marched under the command of Major 
Brereton, between four and five in the morning, whilft it was ftill 
dark: when arrived at the bar they received a fire from fome Se- 
poys pofted behind the unfinifhed parapet, which killed-one and 
wounded two ofthe grenadiers ; but, as the Sepoys immediately dif- 
appeared, the fire was not returned, and the detachment proceeded 
‘through the coco-nut groves tothe left, without meeting any other 
oppofition, until they.came into the lane which leads into the St. 
Thomé road, along the garden wall of the governor's houfe, when, 
a trooper, fent forward, difcovered a party of the.enemy drawn up. 
at the end of the lane, with a-field-piece. On this, intelligence the 
advanced guard of grenadiers marched up brifkly, fired, and pufh- 
ing on, received:the difcharge of the gun loaded.wath grape, as well 
as the mufketry that :-fupported -it, by which five -of them were 
wounded, and Jieutenant:Robfon mortally: the reft, neverthelefs, 
feized the.gun:before-the enemy had time to fire it again’, -who took 
‘{helter.in a houfe and garden on their right, from whence their fire 
killed three Sepoys and wounded two,-with an-European, before: they: 
were dillodged. “It was yet {carcely twilight, and.as the grenadiers. 
were drawing off the gun, Jemaul Saheb, the commandant of the Se- 
poys, who had.been prying in the St. Thomé road, difcovered another: 
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1759 gun a little below the garden-houfe, and appearing jealous of the 
—— honour, was permitted to feize and bring it off with a party of Se- 
poys only, which they effected without receiving any return to their 
> firft fire. The detachment marched back the fame way they had 
‘come, and arrived in the fort at fun-rife with the two guns, and five 
European prifoners, one of whom was an officer Eene wounded. 
Previous to this, two other, but flight fallies had been made; the 
one to the N. w. bridge, which fired into the enemy’s trench before 
the hofpital battery ; as other, to difturb the workmen in the Zig- 
zags to the northward ; this party advanced to the head of the work, 
killed a centinel, and brought away two or three mutkets, Pictou 
any lofs. The enemy’s mortars flackened this day, but the fire of their 
cannon continued with as much vivacity as before, and difabled four 
‘guns, which as ufual were replaced before the next morning. 

By this time it was evident that the enemy intended to direét the 
{trefs of their attack againft the two northern baftions, which dic- 
tated the neceffity of fecuring them with additional defences: ac- 
cordingly a palifade was bend in the ditch on the hither fide of the 
cuvette, to extend quite round the demibaftion ; a blind, or ram- 
part of earth, at 30 yards diftance, in the ditch before the N. E. 
baftion; and a fafcine battery of fix guns, on the ftrand between 
the eaft curtain and the fea, a little in the rear of the fhoulder angle 
of this baftion. Early the next morning, which was the 1 3th, a fhell 
from the fort fet fire to fome huts behind Lally’s battery, which 
{preading, caught a magazine, and blew it up, with a number of 

doaded bombs: no fire paffed this day either from or again{t the 
N. E. or demi baftions ; and no gun was difmounted in any part of 
the fort; but the enemy doubled the number of their workmen in 
the zig zag, who were interrupted as much as pelil by what fire 
_ bore upon them from the royal baftion, the north rav elin, and the 
embrafures of the falient angle before the demi-baftion ; in the night 
enemy - fired with a field-piece loaded ace EES. from the head 
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AY: 
I i the 14th, the enemy opened a batt a. 

n the morning oO the 14th, at ery of xe Pe, 
mortars between Lally’s and the burying-ground, but in the rear of ` gu 


both, and concealed by the houfes between them, from the fight of Jansy 
the fort : their fire this day difabled a mortar and two guns: during. 
the night a conftant fire of mufketry from the covered way, and of 
cannon and mortars from the works of the north front, was kept 
up againft the enemy’s approaches, and retarded their progrefs. On 
the 15th, they had 1o guns. mounted in Lally’s, and Kept up 
through the day a fire from 21, befides their 11 mortars as before: 
but Lally’s guns did all the mifchief to the works, difmounting two: 
guns in the Demi, and two in the north-eaft baftion, and their fhot,. - 
which flew over, took in flank the three other batteries towards the 
fea, and difmounted two guns on the fea-gate battery, two on the- 
faluting battery, and one on the s.z. or St. Thomé baftion, in all 
eleven: the fire on the trenches continued through the night, from. 
which the enemy, neverthelefs, detached a picquet, which drove in. 
the party pofted on the falient angle of the glacis. ge | 

The enemy’s cannonade continued on the 16th, with the addi- 
tion of two guns on Lally’s battery, ‘which now fired with 12, all 
24 or 18 pounders, to which the fort could only oppofe the direct 
fire of fix of equal weight, which were irom the north-eatt and demi 
baftions; for the guns in the falient angle oF the glacis, and in the 
fafcine battery on the ground below, were of inferior calibres; and as it. 
was conftantly neceflary to employ many men in reinftating the da- 
mages of the demi-baftion, a traverfe was raifed to preferve the guns in: 
sts flank from the infilading fire of Lally’s; and whit this and other. 
work was doing, the three embrafures of its face to the right, which. i - 
were open to the fhot of Lally’s, were kept clofed until the next day 3. 
fo that no guns in this bation were either fired againft, or aneia 
ed by that battery ; which having the more to ufe again{t the other. 
works difabled one on the north-eaft, and obliged the garrifon to with- 
draw the five guns in the falient angle of the glacis ; and as the trenches. 
were now advanced within so yards, thee embratures were filled up, 
and the earth leveled again to the general flope of the glacis.. 
At 11 at night a fally was made from St. George’s or the weft ravelin. 
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759. to fire into the trench extending before the hofpital battery ; but 
—— the guard there taking the alarm in time, 50 men advanced acrofs- 
January" the bridge leading to it, and after a fire given and returned, drove the 
party back into the covered way. Another fally of 12 Europeans: 
was made at one in the morning, under the command of enfign 
Barnes, againft the head of the enemy’s trenches, into which they 
gave their fire, and finding only five or fix mien in it, advanced, until 
arelicf of 49 or so-came up from the rear, who drove them back, and 
before they regained the covered way, enfign Barnes, with two of 
the foldiers, were killed. Before and after this fally, a conftant fire, 
as in the preceding nights, was kept up until morning on the enemy’s 
workmen ; who, notwithftanding thefe interruptions, advanced the: 

fap above 20 yards. 
Even the garrifon acknowledged the activity of the enemy’s pro- 
grefs, and frequent letters had been difpatched, enjoining Captain 
Prefton and Mahomed Ifloof to approach, and interrupt their opera- 
tions ; but thefe officers were no longer mafters of their own. Re- 
treating after the action at Trivambore, they arrived at Vendaloor 
on the 3d, where they found fome provifions. Preiton’s divifion was. 
unimpaired; of Mahomed Iffoof’s, moft of the Tritchinopoly Se- 
poys, and 150 of the new-levied horfe, had rejoined the reft of thofe 
who had fled to Chinglapet, who were the 1500 Colleries and 500 
horfe fent by Tondiman, the 500 horfe from Tanjore, and the fame 
number of his own levies; and all thefe troops refufed to march 
Back frony Chinglapett to Vendalore. The kind of warfare for which 
they were intended, and only fit, rendered their defertion in the 
prefent conjuncture of too much confequence to be neglected: and’ 
after feveral ineffectual meflages, the two commanders marched on 
the 6th from Vendalore, and joined them at Chinglapett.. On expof-- 
tulation, the cavalry m general, pleaded with much complaint, the 
lols, although owing to. their own cowardice, of their baggage and 
effects at Trivambore, and little tefs than declared, that they had not: 
engaged in the fervice, with the expectation of expofing their horfes. 
againft Europeans, but were willing to aét in their ufual modes z 
_. which Prefton nightly interpreted plunder; and to gratify their 
weet wifhes,. 
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wifhes, confented to march with them into the French dittrias 
around Conjeveram, in which they continued feveral days employed 
in plunder and ravage; and no fhelter grounds proteéted the cattle 
from the fearch of the colleries. On the 13th, Prefton thinking 


. 


they had been fufficiently indulged with booty, began his march | 


back from Conjeveram, intending to come again in fight of Madrafs ; 
but on the firft halt, all the troops which he had endeavoured with 
fo much complacence to conciliate, colleries as well as cavalry, 
left him and crofied the Paliar. his fecond defertion left no doubt 
of their inutility, and Prefton refolved not to aé: with them any 
longer, even if they fhould return of their own accord; but as the 
horfe of Rajahfaheb, who were 800, and the European cavalry of the 
French army, rendered it impoffible for the infantry of both the 
Enelith commands, although many, if unfupported by horfe, to con- 
tinue near enough to harrafs the enemy’s camp, without more rifque 
to themfelves, Prefton refolved to march to Arcot, in order to colle& 
a body of better cavalry, of which he heard feveral parties were wait- 
ing ready to take fervice on the weftern confines of the province. 


Mr. Pigot received intelligence of this motion and its motives om the . 


16th of the month, but ER it, as every other which might 
difpirit the garrifon. k ald 

The enemy’s fire, continuing the fame on the r7th as the day be- 
fore, difmounted three guns and a mortar. Ever fince the 
ninth of the month, two fhips had been feen off St. Thomé, 
which had every day weigh aa anchor, endeavcurtng to get 
to the northward, but were conftantly ftemmed by the’ cur- 


„rent from gaining ground : but this evening they. pafled the - 


road, and joined the three other veflels off the black town. 
They were the Expedition, laden with artilley and ftores, which had 
left Pondicherry on the 12th’ of December ; and the Briftol of 30 
guns, manned with Europeans, which had lately arrived there from 


Perfia, and was immediately laden with fhot and fhells for the 
camp. 


On the morning of the 18th the enemy had compleated three 


more embrafures in Lally’s battery, which joining the former on the 
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left, reached almoft to the furf, and being a little turned to the 
s.w. bore upon the north ravelin, which before men was much im- 
paired by them. Neverthelefs, the gener al fire from the north was 
diminifhed, for thefe new embrafures in Lally’s were fupplied with 
three guns from other embrafures of the fame battery; and the 
four in the Lorrain, which bore upon the royal baftion, ceafed en- 
tirely, and their embrafures were filled up; but Lally’s and the 
burying-ground difabled two guns in the demi baftion, two in the 
orth ravelin, a mortar in the royal, and rendered the three northern 
embrafures of the N.e. baftion unfit for fervice. A party of the 
enemy had been employed through the day in raifing a breaftwork 
at a little diftance to the left hana their former poft at the bar, and 
began to fire from it at dufk with two field-pieces in barbet TA 
fome Sepoys pofted on the {pit of fand : their mortars continued Hie 
vehemently through the day and night, but, as from the beginning 
of the An ftll againft the infide of the fort. Every day 
ene, two, or three of the garrifon, and fometimes more, had fuf- 
fered by the fire; but on this day five Europeans and three Sepoys 
were killed, and five of each wounded. Notwithftanding a con- 
ftant fire of cannon and fmall arms, wherefoever probable, Eh 
-the night, the enemy advanced their zig-zag acrofs the foot of the 
falient angle of the glacis, inclining a little to the left towards 
the furf; and being fo near, the governor iffued inftructions to 
the officers of the different pofts, how to condué& themfelves 
and difpofe their parties in cafe they fhould aflault the out- 
works.. 

The next day, which was the 1 gth, the enemy changed their two. 
field-pieces. to the fouth. for two eighteen-pounders, from which they 
fired. {hot into the fort : in the Paa their mufketry in the advanced 
or fecond crochet had. fired fmartly upon the north ravelin and the 


- covered way; their mortars continued inceffantly through the day, 


„ and fet fire to three buildings in different parts of the ete at once,, 
© but ceafed in the night: during which they only produced their third 
zig-zag obliquely from the ridge of the glacis to the water mark of iig 

fea; which was not more than 1 5 yards. The next day, which wa 
Re 
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the 20th, they fired none of the four guns on Lally’s battery, which 
bore on the north-eaft baftion ; but continued with the feven bearing 
on the demi baftion, and the three on the north ravelin, although 
more fparingly than ufual, but thofe in the burying-ground bat- 
tery with more vivacity :-a platform on the demi baftion, and a 
mortar on the north ravelin were ruined by fhells: five Europeans 
were killed ; and feven, with three Sepoys, wounded. During the 
night, they threw few fhot or fhells, and made but little advance in 
their approaches, but enlarged their fecond crochet, and worked hard 
in erecting a battery, which projected from it along their laft or 
third zig-zag leading to the crochet which terminated this zig- 
zag on the glacis. Two {mall {allies were made upon the trenches 
during the night, in both of which only one European was 
killed. 

On the 21ft the enemy’s batteries remained almoft filent, but the 
mufketry in their trenches fired brifkly on all they faw moving. At 
five in the evening, a ferjeant and ten men went out by a fally port in 
the eaft curtain, and an officer with 20 by the barrier in the north- 
eaft angle of the covered way, who were followed by 40 pioneers 
with their captain: the foldiers advanced to the fecond crochet, 
which was only 30 yards from the foot of the glacis ; out of which 
their firft fire drove all the troops, who were moftly Sepoys : after 
which they maintained the crochet for 1o minutes before the guard 
of the trenches arrived ; and during this time the pioneers worked 
hard in deftroying the gabions, and what other materials were col- 
Jeéted for the conftrution of the intended battery ` the fally was pre- 
ceded and followed by a-fire of mortars, cannon, and {mall arms from 
the fort, upon all whom the alarm brought within fight and reach; 
and it was fuppofed with much effect: two ferjeants were killed, 
and five of the pioneers wounded; in the fort one European and 
one Sepoy were killed, and a ten-inch mortar difabled. In the night 
the enemy worked hard in thickening the crochet out of which 
they had been driven, compleated their -third zig-zag, which ex- 
tended 100 yards beyond it, moftly on the glacis, but inclining to_ 
the left of the falient angle ; and not only began, but finifhed their 

ene tes eee a third 
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175 third crochet, Which extended to the right from the head of this 
| ees, zig-zag acrofs the ridge of the glacis : they threw few mortars during 
January. © the night, but moftly into the works ; their cannon flackened like- 
wife the enfuing day, which was the 22d, and efpecially from Lally’s 

battery, in which moft of the Me Afores were blinded; never- 

3  thelefs, the few employed were very effe&tual, for the repeated re- 
D which. had been made in the demi and north-eaft baftions, ren- 

` de cd the fubftituted merlons fo weak that they crumbled to ever y 
E- fier: : a twelve-pounder was difabled on the north ravelin by a fhell, 
x thr e Europeans and a Sepoy were killed, and feven with nine Sepoys oe 
% wousted. In the night the enemy pufhed on the fap of the fourth 
2ij-/9¢ 20 yards beyond their third crochet, and haying made a 
y fmali return or fhoulder to the left, continued it. from hence quite 
F. up to the falient angle of the covered way, and fixed fome gabions 
on the creft of the glacis on the right hand of this angle: the conteft z 
was now brought very near the walls, and was difputed without 
intermiflion : the whole progrefs of the fourth zig-zag was expofed 
-to the fire of the ftockade of palmyra trees which the garrifon had 
pa) x planted acrofs the eaft fide of the glacis to the furf, and from this 
ftockade the guard kept up a conitant fire of mufketry on the enemy’s 


rA 


: workmen, as did another guard from the falient angle of the glacis ; 
z and parties of grenadiers were {fent out every hour along hie beach 
-S : beyond the ftockade to fire upon the third crochet, and all the fap 


advanced beyond it: cannon, mortars, and mufketry, were likewife 
fired throughout the night from every part that bore upon their work; 
but could not ftop it, for the enemy had encreafed the number both of 
their workmen and guards; they likewife finifhed their battery at the 
end of their third zig-zag, which fhouldered on their fecond crochet, 
and opened it the next morning, which was the 23d, with four 
- guns : but it was fo ill conftruéted, that only one of the guns could 
; be b rou; ht to Meee upon the north ravelin, which it was in- 
ided_to batter. The Lorrain battery remained clofed, but the 
il, g-ground, and Lally’s, with the mortars as 


lackening fire, the cannon only in the day, but 


Beh ish pheygie. The. ammunition of both 
iam began 
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began to wax {cant, and they were waiting for more which had 
been embarked on the 14th in a brigantine from Pondicherry. How- 
ever, their fire difabled a twenty-four-pounder on the royal baftion, 
and compleated the ruin of all the embrafures on the right face of 
the ravelin; in which a fhot from Lally’s penetrated quite through 
the merlon: in the night, the enemy attempted to pufh their gabions 
clofe to the covered way of the N.E. falicnt angle, from whence 
pioneers were fent to overfet them, who rolled fome into the fea, 
and pulled others into the covered way ; this conteft was maintained 
at repetitions for three or four hours, and fupported by the hotteft fire 
of mufketry, and of grape thot from the north-eaft baftion, and the 
fafcine battery on the beach : {eventy difcharges were made out of one 
of the guns: five Europeans were killed and ten wounded in the 
night and day, moft of whom {fuffered in thefe attacks: one Sepoy 
was likewife killed, and fix wounded: on the 24th, a twenty-four 
pounder was difabled on the north-eaft baftion, of which the works 
had ícarcely received in the night a repair adequate to the detriment 
of the preceding day: but fix of the embrafures in the north-ravelin 
«vere reftored; the other three ftill remained unfit for fervice. 

At feven in the evening, a party. of the enemy confifung of ṣo 
amen, who had waited for the dark, advanced from the neareft 
crochet to the ftockade, from which the guard, which confifted only 
of 12 men, ran away to the blind before the nN. £. baftion ; they were 
immediately fent back with the addition of a more refolute ferjeant 
and ten grenadiers ; but were fearcely returned, when this ferjeant 
was fhot dead, through the ftockade ; on which the party ftopped, 
waiting for dire€tions ; and the officer commanding at the blind 


recalled them; after which it was thought imprudent to make ano- 


ther attempt to recover the ftockade, although capable of giving 


much annoyance to the enemy’s work. 


At night, a meffenger from ‘Tritchinopoly brought a letter 


‘from Captain Jofeph Smith with intelligence he had received. 


from Angengo. The Prefidency ten days betore had received advices 


from Mr. Pococke, that the fquadron had arrived on the :oth of 
December at Bombay, where he found fix of the company’s fhips 
| and. 
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- and two of the line, with 600 men of Draper’s regiment on board ; 
which were arrived there a few days before, having pafled the Cape 

of Good Hope too late in the feafon to gain the coaft of Coromandel ; 
the letter from Captain Smith gave intelligence that the Company’s 
fhips with all the troops on board had failed under the conv oy of two 
frigates from Bombay on the 31ft: and the {pies which came in from 
the enemy’s camp reported that this news was likewife known there, 
and had determined Mr. Lally to make a general affault on the fort 


Tr War or CoroMANDEL. Book X. |. 


this very night ; on which the whole garrifon and all the inhabi- j 
tants were ftationed and remained under arms at their refpe&tive pofts r 
until the morning: . - 


The fire of the cannon, mufketry, and mortars, from the fort, al- 
though maintained conftantly throughout the night, did not prevent 
| the enemy from advancing their fap along the glacis on the eaft face 
a of the covered way as far as the left of the ftockade, and they made a 
T return on the right to the creft of the glacis; but had not time to 
extend the fap to the left along the front of the ftockade towards the 
f furf, nor even to compleat a proper lodgement in the return, the want 
í = of which left their workmen expofed to the fire of the covered way ; 
i ; but on the other fide of the falient angle they had raifed gabions, and 
made confiderable progrefs in a retrenchment intended for a battery. 

- The night paffed without any alarms of the fuppofed affault ; and 
the enfuing day, which was the 2 5th, continued with the ufual 
fire of cannon and mortars until two in the afternoon, when a fally 
was made by the guard at the blind, and the fame number of 
grenadiers, in all forty foldiers with arms, who covered twenty 
Pioneers with tools. Juft before the blind, on the eaft face of the 
covered way, parallel to the fame face of the demi baftion, was a 
paflage cut in the glacis towards the furf; through which the party 
paffed, and then proceeding along the furf, round the right of the 

ck ge Came ` in flank of the head of the ON s fap, from eighich. 


m ae 


fet le ine foie into the fea, others into the 
covered 
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covered way, and deftroyed whatfoever implements they found: this 
attack lafted 20 minutes, by which time the enemy KAA gathered, 
and were advancing in much fuperior numbers from the retrench- 
ment; upon which the party was recalled, and retreated, giving 
and receiving fire. A ferjeant with three grenadiers were killed ; fix 
others of the foldiers, with captain Black, who commanded the 
fally, and lieutenant Fitzpatrick, were wounded. The enemy’s 
artillery bore moft on the royal and demi baftions ; their mortars. 
falling on the works, wounded many more than ufual. The total lofs, 
including that in the fallies, was eight Europeans and three Sepoys 
killed, and 17 7 Europeans with r3 Sepoys wounded. 

The enemy’s fap being adv cael to the eaft flank of the covered 
way threatened immediate danger by furprize on the eaft face of the 
fort, to which the fea- gate gave the faireft opening; for the em- 
brafures. in the north flank of the battery before it had been ruined 
by the enemy’s fhot which had miffed or flown over the N.e. baftion 
and fafcine battery ; and the gateway itfelf was a {pacious arch fhut 
occafionally with folding doors ; fo that, fhould the enemy ever make 
a general affault on the ruined works to the north, a party fent at 
his fame time along the furf, or even in boats, might force their 
way- through the gate with petards ; and this party eee país with— 
out much interruption; for the fafcine battery which barricaded the 
beach was. nearly demolifhed. The whole of the working party 
of the night was. therefore allotted to remedy thefe defetts, a be- 
fore morning they repaired the fafcine ba ittery, reftored the embrafures. 
of the ee before the fea-gate, bricked up the arch of the gate-- 
way, and opened a fmall gate on the left hand, which had been 
clofed. In the fucceeding mats the workmen began and continued 
the intended ditch with pallifadoes round the fea-gate battery, which 
had hitherto been deferred for fervices of more EAE neceflity.. 
‘The enemy employed the night with equal diligence, and pufhed: 
the fap of their retrenchment from the falient angle 7o yards along: 
the north face of the covered way, and wideñed the work in an. 
excavation. fufficient to contain cannon and a large detachment: 
of troops: this work, with what was. done the night: before om 
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the other fide, entirely embraced the falient angle of the covered 
way. 

‘The following day, which was the 26th, the enemy fired moft 

of their fhot into the town ; and moft of their fhells, a as in the pre- 


ceding night, into the works of the north front, by which a twenty-~. 


four pounder was difmounted on the N. £. baftion, and the cafualties 
from the evening to the evening were five Seapoys and one European 
killed, amd 11 wounded, of whom were the lieutenants Lang, and 
Little who loft his left arm. In the fucceeding night the enemy 
widened and raifed their work on the creft of the glacis, notwith- 
ftanding the conftant fire of the defences; and iio guards could any 
Yonger be kept at the falient angle they had invefted, but centries 
were advanced every quarter of an hour from the blind before the 
N.E. baftion, to obferve whether they were beginning any new 
works, but difcovered none. In the 24 hours to the evening of the 

- 27th, no damage was done to any of the artillery, but five Europeans 
were killed and five wounded, and one with five Sepoys. The 
enemy's workmen remained very filent i in their trenches through 
the night. 

Three hundred Sepoys were intended to fally before day-break on 
the 28th, in order to fur prize the enemy’s battery of two guns to the 
fouth of the bar: but marching too late were Mered a and re- 

ceived the fire of the battery before they had croffed the bar, on which 
they were immediately recalled into the fort. In the morning the 
enemy began to fire again from the battery near their fecond 
crochet, which had remained filent ever fince they opened it inef- 
fetually on the 23d, and during this interval they had endeavoured 
to rectify the erroneous conftruétion of the embrafures, which were 
intended againft the right face of the north ravelin : they had like- 
wife brought up two ten-inch mortars to this battery, with which, 


and three guns, they commenced their fire; but one of the guns” 


ck, and another at ten ; in the afternoon another, 
ing in the 4th embrafure, was difabled by a fhot 


tars ‘continued, At noon a party with many 
_ yoke 


‘which, the cannonade from this battery ceafed | 


Book X 


yoke of oxen affembled at the bar, in order to draw off the two 
guns there; but the firing of the fort foon made them remove the 
cattle out of reach. The cafualties from the preceding night to 
the evening of this day were one European and one Lafcar killed, 
with ten Europeansand nine Sepoys wounded. 

During the night the enemy drew off one of the guns at the bar; 
their workmen carried on a mining fap from the left of the palmyra 
f{tockade acrofs the glacis, and on a level lower than the covered 
way, intending to pafs under this likewife in order to open the 
counterfcarp of the ditch: they executed this work with fo much 
filence, that the garrifon had no fufpicion of it until two the next after- 
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noon, when the fap was advanced as far as the {carp, or brick facing 
of the glacis, and being carried too high, the earth of the covered 


way with the facing feil in, and difcovered them; fome grenadiers 
were immediately fent to fire and throw granades into the hole, 
which obliged the miners to ftop, but they renewed their fap lower. 
Their mortars continued during thefe 24 hours againft the works. 
A nine-pounder was difabled on the N. w. ravelin by the fire from 
the hofpital ; and the embrafures of Pigot’s baftion, and of Law- 
rence’s, the next on the left, were much damaged by fhells and 
{tray fhot ; for both thefe works were out of the front attack, nor 
was there a fingle gun which bore dire&ly upon them; for the enemy 
had for fome days ceafed the 4 they opened on the 7th of the month 
in this direction, which adjoined to the left fhoulder of the Lorrain 
battery. The cafualties from the evening to the evening were two 
Europeans and three Sepoys killed, and two and one wounded. “In 
the enfuing night the enemy threw many fhells into the town, and 
continued hard at work both in their covered fap and in raming a 
battery on the creft of the glacis, but with fo much filence, that 
the garrifon could not difcover what they were doing: the working 
party of the fort were employed in reftoring the right face of the 
north ravelin, and. the fame fide of the caponiere leading to it acrofs 
the ditch. pa] 

In the interval fince the defertion of the black troops at Conje- 
veram, feveral letters and other notices had been received from Cap- 

VoL. II. ENNER. tain 
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2759, - tain Prefton and Mahomed Iffoof. Purfuing their intention of en- 
—— lifting a body of better cavalry, they arrived on the 12th at Lalla- 

ame pet, a town of great refort, 10 ales to the N. w. of Arcot, where 
their invitations foon collected 500 Moorith horfe, and 600 Morattoes. 
The Nabob’s brother, Abdulwahab Cawn, was at this time reliding 
with their mother at Chitore, and being urged by her repr efentations 
to fome compunétion for the diftrefs ye the Nabob’s affairs, he pro- 
fered his afliftance ; on which Mahomed Iffoof, with a {malle fcort, 
went to Chitore, and in a few days.returned, accompanied by Ab- 
dulwahab with 1000 horfe, and more foot, being the troops he had 
kept in pay fince he quitted Arcot in the preceding year. Overtures 
were likewife made to a body of 3000 Morattoes belonging to Bala- 
gerow, and commanded by an officer named Gopaulharry, who were 
lying at the pafs of Damalcherry ; but Gopaulharry infifted on re- 
ceiving money before any moved, on which Prefton fent him the 
bill of an opulent fhrof for 60,000 rupees, which was to be paid as 
foon as the horfe arrived at Velore; but as the meflages and march 
required eight days, the army in the interval fet out from [Lallapet 


; ‘on the 22d, and halted on the 25th at Trivalore, within four miles. 
É ; of the fort of Tripaffore, in which, as well as Pondamalée, the 
? French had a garrifon of Sepoys; but the pettah of Pondamallée 


being much opener than of Trivalore, Mahomed Iffoof fent off a de- 
tachment to plunder it, which they -effeéted after fome fkirmithing 
with the Sepoys from the fort, of whom feveral were killed. Befides 
the booty they got in the pettah, the detachment returned with 3000 
fheep and oxen, which had been colleéted from the country, and were 
kept under the protection of the garrifon, in the common round the 
fort, to fupply the French army before Madrafs. ‘The Nabob’s bro- 
ther Nazeabulla, who had accompanied Mr. Moracin to Pondicherr y, 
el u the French army to the fiege, had lately returned to. 
e ; a the example and Prorations of his brother Abdul- 


h Mae orce but he delayed, and the army having been rein- 
h ammunit ion and two more three-pounders from Ching- 
27th to Trimliwafh, a town fituated on the 
f{kirts. 


adi claimed him fo far, as to promife to join him at Triva- 
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{kirts of Malrawzes wood, 12 miles to the N. w. of Madras. The 
polygar, with an agent who had been fent to him by the governor, 
came to the camp, and promifed to bring 2000 peons and a fupply 
of rice: but, finding no money was intended to be given him, re- 
turned the next day into his wood, and appeared no more. Mahe- 
med Iffoof, as foon as the camp was pitched, rode with a party of 
horfe as far as Mafkelyne’s garden, which ftands-two miles N. w. of 
Fort St. George, where moft of the oxen belonging to the French 
army were kept under the care of a guard of Sepoys and black 
horfe ; whom Mahomed Ifloof’s party put to flight, and feized moft 
of the cattle. The next day the whole body of French cavalry, who 
were 300, and Rajahfaheb’s who were 800, encamped to the north 
of the garden, and on the z9th one of their parties routed one of 
Abdulwahab’s, and took ten prifoners. ‘The attention to this army, 
fince their arrival in the neighbourhood, diminifhed the activity of 
the enemy’s operations againft the fort, by the detachments they 
were obliged to fend and recall on different reports and-alrms. Their 
approach juft as the enemy’s works were advanced fo near the de- 
fences increafed the alacrity of the garrifon. 

On the 3eth, at rr in the forenoon, a fail was dekica to the 


fouthward; when nearer, her colours were difcerned to be Englith, 


and her form that of one of the Company’s fhips. All the French 


veflels, which were five, flung out Englifh colours likewife; and 
the two fhips, the Harlem and Briftol, prepared to get under weigh. 
A cattamaran was immediately difpatched from the fort, warning 
the ftranger to beware of them; in the evening Mr. Dalrymple 
was fent in a boat, with farther inftru€tions to T captain. The 
cattamaran got on board before the fhip came to an anchor, which 
was not aati nine at night; and foon after the Briftol came up, 

received and returned a broadfide, and fell to leeward. The fhip was 

the Shaftfbury Eaft Indiaman, commanded by captain Nathaniel. 
Inglifs, and one of thofe which were bringing Drapers regi- 
ment from Bombay: but, failing much worfe than the others, 

they made her the hofpital fhip, and left her off the fouth of Ceylon 


on the 7th of the month, after which, a luckier vein of wind a 
current brought her to her port before them. The fick, who we 


to 
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7: X a men of the regiment, only added to the diftrefs of the garrifon ; 
ee 13, F “But fhe had on ELA 37 chefts of filver, and many A, y ftores, 
EE. Janay amongit them, hand-grenades, and bombs of the largeft fizes, of 
which the garrifon were much in need, having nearly expended 
their tock of thefe articles. The communication of letters was. 
ealy and expeditious, after the fhip came to an anchor; and, by the- 
E. governor's order, {he threw out at day-break the enfigns a a man i 
3 i a war, and received, as if fuch, a falute of 13 guns from the fort. 
a - At the fame time the enemy on fhore began a aes upon her with 
one gun from their neglected battery at Shere cond crochet, and two ra 
from the breaft-work to the fouth, near the bar; all the ieee were 
twenty-four pounders ; and fometimes fent red-hot balls. At three 
| in the afternoon, the Briftol, which had fallen far to leeward, worked 
oe up again into the road: whilft drawing nigh, boats with foldiers 
l went off to her from the black town. Fhe Harlem, which had like- t 
i wife been manned from the fhore, bore down at the fame time, and 
the Shaftfbury had got under weigh to change her ftation, but 
being intercepted by the Briftol fuftained the engagement under fail 
for two hours, and then anchored, where Gueced, as near as the 
. foundings. would admit. oppofite to the fouth-eaft baftion. ‘The 
other fhips anchored likewife, but far out in the offing, and never- 
, . thelefs continued firing until night. ‘The rigging of the Shaft{bury 
k nA was much damaged by the fire of fhips, and the received feveral thot 
through her hull from the fhore : but no one was wounded except 
Lieutenant Browne of the regiment, who loft his right arm. Before: bi 
10, the mafloolas of the garrifon landed the fick and the treafure ; 
Pri it being fufpected that the enemy’s fhips might attempt to- 
board the Shaftfbury with their boats, the governor fent optional. 
orders.to captain Inglifs, either to efcape out of the road, maintain. 
has {tation, or run the fhip afhore.. The confidence was well placed,. 
and Tnglifs determined on’ the choice of danger. The next day, 
ic] MES the firt of February, the ftood oie. fame fire from the- 
pox the eee: but none from plie Briftol, for this- . i 


i RON ci far out in the Okina: 3. et: 
x from the fhore itil continued. 
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The preparations of the enemy on fhore againft the Shaftibury, 
flackened their fire againft the fort on the 3oth, the day the was dit. 
cerned. The three embrafures on the left of Lally’s battery, which 
bore upon the right face of the north ravelin, continued; the two- 
next to them, which were the left of the four that had hitherto. 
been employed againft the north-eaft baftion, likewife remained 
free; but the interpofition of their own work on the creft*of the 
glacis precluded the ufe of the two other embrafures againft this- 
baftion, as well as of the’ four which had battered in breach the 
faliant angle of the demi baftion : but they did not think it worth 
their while to remove the guns of thefe embrafures into thofe on 
the right, in order to batter towards the fhoulder angle, that 
next the flank of this baftton, becaufe they intended, as ufual, to- 
make the breach at the falient angle, in which their fire had already 
almoft ruined the parapet. The fire af the burying-ground battery,. 
with four guns, continued-on the left face of the north ravelin, and 
the flank of the demi baftion, and the four guns in the hofpital battery 
enfiladed- the whole of the north front. The outward gun in Lally’s 
battery which remained free againft the north-eaft baftion, they turned” 
again{t the fhoulder merlon on the left of the faicine battery, raifed. 
by the garrifon on the edge of the furf, of which all the four guns 
bore on this and the three next embrafures of Lally’s, to the left. Their 
rnortars.in this, the burying-ground, and. the battery between them, 
likewife continued as before. Such was their fire at the clofe of this. 
day ;. and in thefe 24.hours one 18 pounder. was difmounted by the- 
hofpital battery on. Pigot’s baftion, 1 European, with 3 Sepoys, . 
were killed, and g Europeas, with 2 Sepoys, wounded. ` 

‘The enemy’s mortars continued. through’ the enfuing night, and. 
moitly againft the defences. They worked hard under ground from 
the palmyra ftockade ; but, as before, without being difcovered : and 
the earth they threw up on the creft of the glacis likewite concealed 
there intentions there, although the garrifon gave frequent: alerts,- 


and threw grenades every: half Hour, hoping the occafion. of a fuca- 


cefsful: fally to’explore their work; but the enemy here took. 


no 
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1759- PO alarm. It was fuppofed they were carrying on a covered fap 
“—— towards the blind before the north-eaft baftion, which threatened 
dia the moft dangerous mine they could {pring ; and to counteract. their 
intention by meeting their work, the garrifon opened a fap from the 
left of the ditch, and direéted it acrofs and under the ground imme- 
diately in front of the blind. The mining gallery towards their battery 
on the creft of the glacis was likewife pufhed on with much 
The enfuing morning, the enemy at funrife opened four 


428 


diligence. 
embrafures in this battery, which extended to the right from the 


fummit of the falient angle : one of them pointed to the n. E. baftion, 

and all the four bore on the falient angle of the demi ; but they had 

raifed the embrafures fo high, that none of their fhot could ftrike 

the parapet, but all flew over the fort; fo that after five or fix 

rounds they ceafed firing, and clofed the embrafures in order to alter 

the level. Befides the guns which they opened and kept up againft 

the: Shaftfbury, their force batteries againft the an continued 

through the day : the hofpital and burying-ground, with ail their 

guns, but Lally’s only with five, three of which were thofe againft the 

north ravelin, and the other two, which were the next to them, fired 

i moftly againft the fafcine battery, where they difabled two twelve 

pounders: a twenty-four pounder was likewife difmounted on the 

royal baftion : the cafualties to the troops were 4 Europeans killed, 

and 9, with 3 Sepoys wounded. During the night, the garrifon, 

; befides the repair of the works; continued their gall ery towards the 

falient angle, and the covered fap before the bl Rael The enemy a 
continued their fap likewife {till undifcovered, and worked in alter- 
ing their breaching battery ; but when. they opened it again the 

next morning with five guns, the fhot as before Hew over, ia they 3 

were again obliged to clofe the embrafures. i 

This day was the firft of February: the fire of the two. guns d 

from the bar to the s. and the other to the x. at the fecond Crochet: | 

continued a croffing fire againft the Shaftfbury with much aim, and i 

fometimes with red-hot fhot, of which feveral went through the F 

hull. The Harlem likewife fired and helped to ruin her rigging- i 


The fort fired upon the Harlem and ‘on the enemy’s fouthern guns, 
and 


February. 
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and in the evening a twenty-four pounder, which bore on them. 
from the San T horé or fouth-eaft baftion, burft, whilf Mr, Pigot 
the governor was there ; he and two other men were flichtly wound- 


ed, but four more died of their hurts. The reft oF the fire on. - 


both fides continued as the day before, excepting that the enemy’s 

mortars were not fo frequent. The Cuddalore, a fchooner belong- 
ing to the company, which had lain fome days at Paliacate where 
he | ad {topped feveral boats coming from the northward to the 
onesies camp, came this day near the road's ; but fecing the Harlem 
ready to weigh, ftood out again to fea. A twenty-four pounder was 
difabled in the faluting battery of the fort by its own fire on the 
Harlem. The cafualties, befides thofe who fuffered on the San 
Thomé baftion, were 2 Europeans killed, and 4, with 2 Sepoys, 
wounded. In the night, as well as the day, the pioneers of the 
garrifon continued the two galleries, the one towards the enemy’s 
battery on the falient angle of the glacis, the other under the blind, 
and the reft of the workmen were chiefly employed in repairing the 
parapet towards the falient angle of the demi baftion. 

In the morning of the 2d, the enemy opened again their embra- 
fures on the creft of the glacis, which they had been repairing all 
night, but with as little judgment as in the preceding, for their fhot 
{till flew too high ; and the guns being expofed as before without 
refiftance to the cannon and mortars of the defences, were clofed 
again in an hour after they had opened, and remained filent the reft 
of the day. The other batteries continued as before. The Harlem: 
had weighed before day-break, and anchored out of gun-fhot of the 
Shaftfbury, which now only fuftained the fire of the three guns on 
fhore; and theirs lefs frequent than in the preceding days, At 
eight in the morning, feveral parties of horfe were difcerned from 
the fteeple, advancing in the plain about. five miles N.w. of the 
fort; and foon after appeared the whole army, with Prefton and 
Mahomed Iffoof.. The enemy’s cavalry at Viparee drew out, rein- 
forcements joined them from the black town, and at three in the 
afternoon firing commenced, which lafted until funtet.. 
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The governor had repeatedly recommended to Prefton and Ma- 
homed Iffoof to march round, and take pofleflion of St. Thomé, 
and from thence to come by the fea-fhore into the fort; or to pe- 
netrate wherever elfe they fhould fee an opening; the intention of 
‘this junétion was to concert meafures for a general attack on the 
enemy’s camp, which could not be explained by letters in cypher, 
and liable to interception. ‘The effort, however, was not to be 
made by a fally of the united force from the fort; but Prefton’s 
army, after being furnifhed with money and four days provifions, 


dr 
which the garron could fpare, were to march out Hand encamp 


‘abroad again; and-at the appointed hour fall on the black town, 


whilit the garrifon at the fame time failied upon the enemy’s works. 


‘This project was fearcely feafible; for the enemy, knowing the 
junction in the fort, would be on ftri& guard in all their pofts. 


Prefton, although he difapproved the fcheme, was as. {olicitous a 
the governor to carry it into execution; but the Polygars had faile 
to fupply the provifion of rice they had promifed, which obliged 
the army to fend for it as far as Chinglapet and Conjeveram, and 
‘detained them three days at Trimliwafh until the morning of the 
2d; when they marched, intending to pafs to San Thomé between 
the black town and the Mount, notwithftanding the whole body of 


S 
7 
a 


the enemy’s cavalry were lying in the way, at Vi wparee. Mr. Lally, 
hearing of their approach, took a detachment of 300 Puopean H- 
“fantry, 500 Sepoys, and fix field-picces, from “ie black town, and 


joined his two bodies of cavalry which were lying at Viparee. He 
was accompanied by Mr. Buffy, and moft of the principal officers, 
of the army. They marched onward im the plain towards Pref- 
‘ton’s force, soho feeing, them coming, halted on the other fide of a 
long morafs formed by paddy fick lds; which interfected the whole ex- 
tent of the plain Rom welt to-eaft : the cav alry with Prefton, to avoid 


‘the enemy’s cannonade, kept at.a diftance in the rear; Dai the in- 


fantry drew up under the fhelter of banks’ which continued along 


the edge of the morafs.. Mr. Lally made feveral motions to intice 
them to crofs; but they were not feduced: on which he took poft 


at three o’clock in a {pot of ground- covered by hedges and trees, 
and 


p- 
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and opened* his cannon acrofs the morafs, although at the dif 

tance of rooo yards, which were anfwered by only fix three- 

pounders. The Sepoys, and even the Europeans on both fides, fred 

fometimes likewife with their fmall arms: but the horfe were never 
near each other. From the advantage of fituation, notwithftanding 
the difparity of the cannon, the lofs in Prefton’s army did not 
much exceed the enemy’s, being 15 Sepoys, one European, and 
five horfe killed, and five Sepoys wounded; whereas the enemy 
left nine Europeans and thirteen horfes dead on the plain. At fun- 
fet they retreated to Viparee, where Mr. Lally likewife remained 
with the detachment of infantry; and Prefton, for want of provi- 
fions, returned to Trimliwath. 

In the night the enemy threw fewer fhells than ufual: from 
the morning of the 2d tothe morning of the 3d, was the firit day 
fince the 4th of January, in which no one was killed in the 
fort; and no Sepoys received any hurt, but five Europeans were 
wounded. ‘The pioneers of the garrifon continued the two mines : 
they who were at work under the blind difcovered no figns of -the 
fap they fufpeéted; but the miners, who were pufhing under the 
covered way towards the breaching battery, heard, at two in the 
morning, the found of men working near them in the enemy’s 
mine on the right under the eaft face of the glacis, which it was 
fuppofed they had relinquifhed fince it failed on the 23d. At day- 
break they fprung this mine on the infide of the covered way, 
through the counterfcarp of the ditch, at the extremity of the cu- 
vette; into which the bulk of the explofion was thrown. Frag- 
ments of the brick-work wounded five Europeans and a Sepoy ; but 
the explofion itfelf blew up none; neverthelefs, to deftroy many 
men feemed the only intent ; for if it was meant to facilitate the 
defcent into the ditch, their approaches were not fufficiently for- 
ward to attempt this operation ; fince the excavation was entirely 
commanded by the three innermoft guns in the flank of the royal 
baftion, of which all the feven being covered.on the flank by the 


_oreillon, and by traverfes in the rear, had received no hurt from the 
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enemy’s cannon, and none of their mortars had chanced to light 
amongtt them; fo that all remained in perfect condition, and the 
enemy, before they fprung the mine, fhould have raifed a battery 
in the fame direction, on the creft of the glacis, to take off thefe 
defences. Immediately after the explofion, they began to fire from 
two embrafures of their breaching battery in the falient angle, 
which the fire of the fort, as before, foon obliged them to clofe ; 
their other. batteries likewife flackened, and fhe mortars {till more, 
Their workmen were chiefly employed during the night, in low- 
ering the embrafures of their breaching battery; the garrifon,. 
befides the repairs of the demi-baftion, againft which the greateft 
part of the enemy’s fire had been directed, worked. at their twa 
mining galleries. The cafualties of the day and night, befides the 
men wounded by the enemy’s mine, were only one Sepoy killed, 
and one wounded. 

_ Atday-lighton the 4th, the enemy again opened their breaching 
battery on the creft of the glacis, and for the firft time fired from all. 
the fix embrafures, which, although fomething lowered, {till remained. 
too high to ftrike below the parapet of the baftions; and the endea~ 
‘your neceflary to reduce them even to this level retarded the repeti- 
tions of their fire. The two embrafures.in the left of the battery bore 
on the north-eaft, the other four on the demi-baftion. The N. E.. 


returned with three guns, but the demi-baftion with none ;. for the. 
embrafures were clofed, tn order to let the workmen. thicken: the: 


parapet within ; and their fire was much better fupplied by the four 


innermoft guns in the flank of the royal baftion, upon which not a. 
gun in the breaching battery againft which they fired, nor from. any” 
other, could bear; and the gunners, fenfible of their fecurity, fired: 


with deliberate aim, whilft the three guns on the N. E. baftion conti-- 


nued hotly on their oppofites, and both together obliged the enemy 
- gn Jefs than an. hour to-withdraw their guns,.and clofe the em-- 
brafures ; nor did they attempt to open them again during the reft 


of the day. At feven the gallery carrying on towards this battery 
_having been puthed to the banquet of the covered’ way fell in at the 


end: 
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end there, and the light came in; but the miners {topped the hole 

fo foon, that the enemy did not difcover the mifchance. The gal- 

lery was then filled five or fix feet back, and from hence a retúrm 

made to the right, from which it was again continued {treight for- 

ward under the glacis. In the night, the enemy had withdrawn 
the two twenty-four pounders from the bar, in order to replace others, 
which had been difabled in the north front of the attack; they 
however fubftituted a fix-pounder to check any fally from the fort. 
The ceffation of this fire to the fouth releafed the Shaftefbury from the 
greateft moleftation fhe had endured, by which feveral of her men 
had been killed and wounded, her hull fhot through in many places, 
and all her mafts and rigging ruined. In the morning, before 
day-light, fhe had moved from her ftation under the guns of the 
s.E. or San Thomé baftion, and anchored about a mile in the 
offing, oppofite to the fea-gate. “The French fhips continued at their 
anchors out of gun-fhot; fo that all the annoyance which fhe re- 

ceived through the day was a fhot now and then from the fingle 
gun at the fecond crochet. Againft the fort, the four guns at the 
burying-ground continued with vivacity, but the two enfilading in 


the Lorrain, and the four crochet on the hofpital battery with lefs 


frequency : all the enemy’s firft-rate bombs were expended, and 
moft of the next fizes, fo that they only fired a few fhells of eight 
and ten inches from the fecond crochet. In the evening, a floop 
from Pondicherry anchored at San Thomé with a fupply of ftores. 
During the night, the enemy fired a great deal of mufketry upon 
the covered way, and the garrifon, befides the repairs, continued 
the two mines. The cafualties of the night and day were one 
European and three Sepoys killed, and four with two wounded, and 
a twenty-four pounder was difabled on the demi-baftion. i 
Early in the morning of the sth, the Harlem, the Diligent, 
and three fimaller veflels, got under fail from their {tation before 
the black town, where they left only one, a fmall floop, and ftand- 
ing to the fouthward were out of fight before the evening. The 
caufe of their fudden departure, was a report from Pondicherry, 
that feveral {hips of force had been feen off Negapatam. At fun- 
Kkka2 
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rife, the enemy again opened their breaching battery, but before 
they had fired three rounds were obliged to clofe it again by the fame 
fire as the day before. At nine, a red flag feen on the mount fig- 
nified that Prefton’s and Mahomed Ifloof’s army were arrived there 
from Trimliwaifh; they had before reprefented the neceffity of re- 
maining ata diftance until fupplied with ammunition and ftores 
from Chinglapett, provifions from the country, and money from 
Madrafs. Mr. Pigot ordered them-at all events to attempt the 
effort fo often recommended of marching into the fort; but, left it 
fhould fail, difpatched in the evening ten of the troop of Euro- 
pean horfe, with captain Vafferot, each carrying a thoufand pa- 
godas, who croffed the Ifland, forced through the enemy’s guard at 
Chindadrapettah, and arrived at the Mount at ten at night, of which 
they immediately gave notice to the garrifon by four rockets and a 
large fire. ‘The fire of the enemy’s batteries was flacker than ufual 
in the day, their fhells very few, and little mufketry in the night. 
Neverthelefs the cafualties until the morning of the 6th, were 
another twenty-four pounder difabled on the demi-baftion, one Euro- 
pean and three Sepoys killed, and four Europeans wounded. 

The enemy’s breaching battery remained filent during the 6th; nor 
had they fepaired the damages it had fuftained; but in Lally’s, of 
which the fire had ceafed fince the 30th of the laft month, fix embra- 
fures appeared to have been reftored to good condition for fervice ; but 
fo many of the enemy’s guns had been ruined, that they were obliged 
to withdraw the four from the recochet battery at the hofpital, to 
furnifh the embrafures at Lally’s, which, however, they did not 
open until the next day ; fo that their fire this day was from fewer 
guns than in any fince they began the fiege, confifting only of the 
four guns at the burying ground, and two in the Lorrain battery ; 
but they added two ten-inch mortars to the two already eftablifhed 
at the fecond crochet. All their cavalry, European, as well as the 


- black, were obferved filing off to the Choultry Plain ;, and Sepoys,. 


with guns and tumbrils, were feen marching that way from the 
black town. The night pafled without {kirmith, for the enemy 
were not heard at work on. the creftof the glacis ;, but their mortars 

t ai continuedi. 
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continued. In the day and night two Europeans were Killed, eel 
two wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt. ~ 

In the morning of the 7th the enemy began to fire, as was eg- 
pected, from Lally’s battery, but only from four of the embrafures. 
and with a mortar on the right, all bearing upon the demi and 
north-eaft baftions, which together returned fix guns: the other 
batteries continued as the day before, and the mortars in the night ; 
during which no alarms were given either by the enemy or the gar- 
rifon : two guns were difabled on the north-eaft baftion; two Eu- 
-ropeans were killed, and five, and two Sepoys,. wounded.. 

Notwithftanding the inefficacy of the breaching battery, the reft 
of the enemy’s fire had by this time rent the falient angle of the 
demi baftion from top to bottom ; and Mr. Lally, who viewed every: 
thing with enthufiafm, ordered the-principal engineers and artillery: 
officers to give their opinion on the feafibility of ftorming. this. 
breach, and declared his own of fuccefs; but the officers confider-. 
ed the queftion with more deliberation. They agreed that the de- 
{cent into the covered way from the breaching battery on one fide, 
and the gabions on the other, of the falient angle of the glacis, was: 
eafy, and that the defcent into the ditch and paffage acrofs it had 
been rendered very pratticable by the mine they had fprung in the 
covered way from the eaftern fide of the glacis, of which the ex- 
plofion had filled up a fufficient {pace at the end of the cuvette or 
trench of water dug along the middle of the ditch ; but a rank of 
ftrong palifadoes ranged along the other fide of the cuvette, and 
having hitherto received no damage muft be torn down by hand, 


before the troops could gain the foot of the breach ; who during 4 


the defcent into the ditch would be expoted, without the cover of a. 
fingle gabion on the flank, to the fire of the north-eaft baftion. 
and of muiketry from the blind before it; to fix guns in the 
curving flank of the royal baftion, and abundance of {mall arms. 
from the caponiere which led acrofs the ditch to the north ravelin 3. 
and the havock of thefe two fires would continue without the leaft 


refiftance or interruption upon the troops: whilft aflaulting the: 
breach itfelf. From thefe cireumftances- the officers declared the- 
í breach,, 
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breach, although practicable, inacceffible; but added, what they 
were not afked, that from a comparifon of the forces, the profe- 
cution of works to quell the fire of the place would only {facrifice 
‘the lives of many men without the leaft probability of fuccefs. 

The only variation in the attack during the 8th, was the addition 
-of one gun on Lally’s, which now fired with five, ‘The force with 
which the enemy intended to oppofe the army at the mount had 
collected in a feparate camp on the Choultry Plain, and in their rear 


‘at Egmore were fix field-pieces with four tumbrils. In the afternoon 
‘the Briftol anchored off St. Thomé returning with ftores from Pon- 
dicherry ; and, as it was apprehended that fhe might have brought 


a fupply of large thells, the governor propofed that the Shaftfbury, 
reinforced with forty foldiers from the fhore, fhould attack her. 
‘Captain Inglifs concurred in this intention with alacrity; but his 
mafts were fo much damaged, that it required the repair of two 
days before he could fet a fail. No annoyance, excepting mortars, 
patied:between the befiegers and the fort during the night. Before 
the morning, the gallery in front of the blind before the north-eatt 
baftion had been carried far enough toward the fea to fecure this 
work from any mines of the enemy, and was continued in a dire¢tion 
forward towards the palmyra pallifado, of which the enemy were 
in pofleffion, in order to crofs any other they might be attempting 
againft the eaft face of the covered way. ‘Two explofions of powder 
had been occafioned in the enemy’s works by the fall of fhells during 
the night. In thefe 24 hours were one European and one Sepoy 
killed, and two Europeans and one Sepoy wounded; but no gun 
was difmounted. 
In the three laft days, information had been received from Captain 
Prefton, that Major Calliaud was approaching with a reinforcement 


from the fouth ; and thefe were the firft advices concerning him, 
which had reached either Prefton or the garrifon fince his departure 


to Tanjore; for every letter which he had written paffing through the 
enemy's country, had been either intercepted by them, or carried far 
away by the meffengers.’ A variety of untoward incidents. had pro- 
tracted the execution of his commiffion. He embarked at nine in 


the 
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the morning on the rift of December in a common maffoolah, which 
had only fix rowers and the fteerfman.; he wa: accompanied by Mr.. 
30fwell the furgeon, as his interpreter, and one fervant. In a 
few hours after they were at fea, a hard gale of wind arofe, in 


«which they could not fhow the fail, and fcarcely ufe the oars; 


neverthelefs the drift of the wind and current carried the boat by 
g o'clock the fecond night as far as Devi Cotah, which is by the 
fea one hundred and thirty miles from Madrafs, when the rowers 
were fo much exhaufted, that no entreaties could prevent them 
from putting afhore ;. and they grounded on the ftrand within half 
a mile of the fort of Devi Cotah, in which was an officer and fome: 
French Sepoys, from whofe notice they were preferved by the con-- 
tinuance of the ftorm, and before day-break put to fea again; but: 
the boatmen would not venture over the larger and outer furf, and. 
continued driving in the hollow fea between the two, until noon, 
when they landed.at Tranquebar.. The rains: had overflowed the 
rivers, which remained impaffable until. the rath: On the 14th; 
Calliaud arrived at Achempettah 15 miles from Tanjore, where 
he was again detained three days by the bad weather.. On the 17th. 
he reached the city.. 

The king of Tanjore, when more clofely preffed by Captain: 
Jofeph Smith. to furnifh the 1000 horfe requefted of him by the 
prefidency. in December, pleaded the ravages which his country. 
had lately fuffered from: the French army, and demanded 200,000. 
rupees before-hand3. at length he more plainly faid, that he thought: 
the Englith dict not care what befell the territory of their allies, 
provided they could. defend their own: but as he could not alledge 
this indifference to himfelf. when.attacked by the French; he cited: 
the unconcern with which: they had fuffered the French to take 
every fort belonging to the Nabob, and even: his capital of Arcot, 
without making any efforts to protect them ; although he knew that. 
the prefidency had-not.the means, and with the Nabob’s were lofing, 
their own revenues. . 

Major Calliaud found the king in the fame temper, fo pre-- 
poffefled af the decline of the Englifh fortune, that.he neglected the: 
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ufual attentions to himfelf, as their reprefentative, and inftead of a 
houte, allotted his habitation in a choultry. In their conference, 
the king faid he had fufficiently expofed himfelf to the re- 
fentment of the French, if Madrafs fhouid fall, by the affiftance 
he had already fent with Mahomed Iffoof, which were 300 
horfe ; but not paid. by himfelf: neverthelefs he was willing to lend 
4oo more, provided Calliaud would difcharge their arrears: Cal- 
liaud demanded Colonel Kennedy and the Jefuit Eftevan, the French 
hoftages whom the king had detained; but the king refufed, and 
Jet them depart on the rgth, as it were, in his fight. Never- 
thelefs, the horfe were fo neceflary that Caillaud determined not to 
take offence whilft there remained any probability of getting them, and 
applied for money to the houfe of Buccangee, which was by far the 
moft confiderable bank in the Carnatic, and had hitherto tranfaéted 
the greatett part of the Company’s exchange throughout the province: 
but their agents in Tanjore refufed to fupply any money for bills on 
Madrafs. The king knowing this promifed the horfe fhould be 
ready in four days, if the money were paid. Calliaud then applied 
to the Dutch government of Negapatam, who profered a loan, but 
propofed to furnifh it in coins, and at rates, which would have 
produced a lofs of 25 per cent. Thefe difappointments obliged 
him to feek the money at Tritchinopoly, where he arrived on 
‘the 24th, and obtained the promife of a fupply from another fhop 
of Buccangee’s houfe eftablifhed there : he returned on the 27th to 
Tanjore, where intelligence had been received the day before, that 
the Nabob with his family, who had left Madrafs on the 2oth, 
were arrived at Negapatam, and that his wife, in this fhort but 
tempeftuous paffage, had been brought to bed at fea. At the fame 
time Seid Muétoon the Nabob’s agent at ‘Tanjore informed the king, 
that the Nabob intended to come into the city in his way to Trichi- 
nopoly, and expected to be met, as ufual, upon the road; but the 
embarkation, the feafon, and above all, the travail of the lady, had 


_ convinced the king, contrary to the real motives, that nothing but 


the defpair of Madrafs could have induced the Englith government 
to expofe the prince of their alliance to {uch rifques and diftreffes ; 
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Book X, 
and either from the malignant pleafure of infulting his fuperior in 
diftrefs, or from his dread of the French, if they fhould prove 
fuccefsful, or both, he refufed either to admit the Nabob into the 
city, or to pay him a vift without the walls: nor heeded the re- 
prefentations of Calliaud endeavouring to correct his contumacys 


SIEGE or Fort St. GEORGE, 


The news likewife frightened the fhroffat Tritchinopoly fo much, that — 


he retraéted his promife, and refufed tofupply money upon any terms. 
However, 50 of the horfe were affembled at Condore on the bank of 
the Coleroon, ro miles north of the city, and Calliaud, in order to 
encourage the reft to follow, went thither lkewife. The next 
day, which was the 28th, a detachment of 500 Sepoys, which 
he had ordered from Tritchinopoly to efcort the Nabob, paffed by 
in their way to Negapatam ; and on the rft of January he received 
from Mr. Norris, the member of the council who had accompanied. 
the Nabob from Madrafs, 10 of 20,000 pagodas which had been 
fent by the prefidency to defray the expences of the garrifon of Trit- 
chinopoly: but although this fupply obviated the pretexts of delay, 
the king fent out no more horfe. On the sth, major Calliaud vi- 
fited the Nabob at Aimapettah, and accompanied him to Pondi, a 
village 7 miles from Tanjore, where the illnefs of the Nabob’s wife 
detained them the two fucceeding days, during which major Cal- 
liaud went again to’ the city, when his exhortations, feconded by the 
appearance of the efcort, prevailed ; and the king viited the Nabob 
on the 8th with the ufual ceremonies in a choultry on the road. 
Major Calliaud, to dignify the Nabob’s appearance in his own ter- 
ritory, and at his earneft requeft, judicioufly put himfelf at the head 
of the efcort, and marched with him to Tritchinopoly : they arrived 
there on the roth, but Caillaud returned the next day to Condore ; 
‘where no more horfe had hitherto joined the firft party; his letters 
and meflages, for he refolved not to vifit the king again, availing as 
little as before, he returned to Tritchinopoly on the 17th, in 
hopes of levying a body of horfe in the adjacent country ; and on his 
departure exprefled, intending it fhould be conveyed, the utmoft indig- 
nation at the king’s evafions. He however left agents at Condare to 
Vor. II. Lil improve 
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improve any advantageous change which might happen in his difpo- 
fition, and the king, alarmed by the refentment of his departure, fent 
out the remainder of the horfe with fcribes to clear their accounts ; 
on which Calliaud returned on the 21ft to Condore, and advancing 
them fifteen days pay, they crofled the Coleroon the next day, 
and on the 23d moved to Trimalvedy, a fort belonging to the 
Arielore polygar, on the bank of the river, about 5 miles above 
Condore. Here he propofed that they fhould proeeed ro miles. far- 
ther that day ; but they halted parlying for more pay until the 2s5th,. 
when they marched 20 miles to Mongalpaddy, a village ftill in the 
diftricts of Arielore; where they were joined by three companies of 
Sepoys from Tritchinopoly. . The whole arrived and halted the next 
day at Volcondah, and on the 25th reached Thiagar : here the horfe 
refufed again to proceed until they received their arrears, which the. 
king had promifed, and failed to fend. ‘They were however fa- 
tisfied with another advance of 15 days, but requefted another 
day’s halt in expeétation of fome of their neceflaries which were 
not yet come up from Tanjore. On the 31ft they marched from: 
Thiagar to Tricolore, which is 15 miles onwards. The killidar 
Kiftnarow, who had before taken the field with Mahomed Ifioof,. 
promifed to follow with all his force from Thiagar: but none ap- 
peared. On the 1ft of February, Calliaud with his own troops 
reached T'rivanalore, and the next day Villaporam. The partizan 
Lambert, with 500 Sepoys, had advanced to this place to oppofe 
their progrefs ; but, receiving certain intelligence of their force, 
went off the fame day to Gingee.. The want of provifions detained 
Calliaud’s party at Villaporum until the 4th; and on the 7th at 
noon they arrived at Chinglapet, both foot and horfe fo much fa- 
tigued, for the march was. feventy-five miles in three days, that 
they could proceed no farther; on which Calliaud left them there to. 
refrefh, and went away with his own attendants to the mount, where 
he arrived’ at feven that night ; and as the elder officer took the 
“command of all the forces there, Prefton’s, Mahomed Ifloof’s, and’ 
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Book X. SIEGE oF Fort Str. GEORGE. ie 
The mount is a craggy rock, of which the bafe is oblong from 7 59- 

eaft to weft, anda mile round. It has two eminences, of which that Cae 
to the eaftward is much the higheft, being 150 feet, and has at hey 
the top a {mall level plot, in which ftands a church, the fubftitute of 

a much more antient ftructure, dedicated by the ancient chriftians of 
Coromandel and Malabar to a Saint Thomas, whom: the prefent er- 
roneoufly {fuppofe to be the apoftle. A flight of broad fteps leading 

to the church winds on the eaftern fide, juft where the hill itfelf 

begins to round to the north. A village of country-houfes, built by | 
-> the Englifh, extends from the foot of the mount about 600 yards g 
to the eaft, and confifts of two rows of houfes fituated in gardens 
feparated by a lane. The row which faces the fouth fronts a pleafant 
plain, and the walls of its enclofures as well on this fide as on the 
other, where they {kirt the lane, are on a ftrait line. The enclofure 
which terminated the front row, to the eaft, was the garden-houfe 
of Colonel Lawrence; it occupied 100 yards to the plain, and, 
as all the others of this row, the fame extent backward to the 
lane; the gardens on the other fide of the lane were not all inclofed 
with walls, but fome with banks and hedges; all however capable 
of fome defence. The laft inclofure in this row, which from its i 
owner was called Carvalho’s garden, projected 50 yards farther out | 
to the eaft than Lawrence’s, the laft in the front row, of which 
in confequence it flanked the eaftern fide: and about 200 yards 
out on the plain to the fouth, dire€tly oppofite to Carvalho’s, ftood ; 
the ruins of five or fix mud houfes, with feveral trees furrounding l 
a fmall brick building, which had once contained a fwamy, or 
idol: This ftation flanked the ground before the front row of in- 
clofures. The lane that feparated the two rows continued nearlyin zi 
a ftreight line from the eaft, and terminated at the bottom of the ay, r 
fteps leading to the fummit of the mount. On the right hand of - 
the fteps was a craggy path from the plain on the fouth, and on the 
left hand an outlet leading round the north fide of the mount: i 
contiguous to the path on the right, and within piftol-fhot of the +e 
fteps, was a houfe which looked upon the outlet to the north; 
and the laft houfe on the other fide at this end of the lane com- 
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T anded obliquely the opening of the path from the fouth: a fpa- 
i _cious gateway at the bottom of the {teps fronted the lane between. 
The black troops, exclufive of thofe which major Calliaud had left 
at Chinglapett, were 2200 horfe, and 2500 Sepoys ; but the Eu- 
ropeans were only 103, 12 of whom were artillery-men, and 10 
with Vaflerot, troopers; the other 80 were mufketry, including 
officers ; ; the artillery were fix three-pounders. Of the Sepoys, thofe 
from the garrifon of Chinglapett, and 700 of Mahomed Tfloof’s, 
might be relied on; but little dependance could be placed on the reft; 
and lefs on the cavalry. In this conviction, Calliaud determined to 
rifque little in the plain, but to defend the whole village of the 
TEAS mount, which afforded excellent ftations. The plain to the north, 
ae: behind the fecond row of inclofures, required few precautions, be- 
Rii caufe the ground, being laid out in rice-fields, precluded the approach 
of cannon, and the ufe of cavalry. But, if the enemy fhould get 
poffeffion of Carvalho’s garden, they might foon penetrate into 
all the other inclofures of the fecond row along the lane when the 
firft row, attacked from this inthe rear, and in ont by another di~ 
a vifion of the enemy from the plain on the fouth, could not be long 
i maintained. Calliaud therefore confidered Caray alho’ s garden as the 
decifive poft, and ftationed in it 60 of the European panies y with 
four of the field-pieces. The two other field-pieces, with the 20 
Ot uropean firelocks, and 300 Sepoys, were pofted at the fwamy- 
ae inlets of this poft were barricaded, and the walls of the 
s were lowered to parapets for the mufketr y, and 
eceflary fill tower for the field-pieces, but time and 
n were wanting to inclofe them either with a ditch or palli- 
fa ae ‘Seventeen hundred Sepoys were diftributed in the gardens 
oe o front tow facing the fouth, but the greateft part m Lawrence’s 
to | he ealt, a ae a communication was prepared between all thefe 
oi ; y openings im the walls of feparation. The remaining 
r a ftationed to defend the inlets to the upper end of 
foot of the mount; fome im the two houfes there, 
others at the gate, and others in different parts 
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fide of the mount, and were orde: ‘ed to hold themfelves-in- teadinefs 
to a& as occafion fhould require. 

With the dawn of the next day, which was the 9th, the enemy: 
were difcerned approaching in two large bodies. The one con- 
fitting of 1200 Sepoys, and 500 black horfe, advanced from the 
Marmelong, or San Thomé river, towards the eaft end of the village, 
but having no field-pieces, regulated their approach by that of the 
other body, which, having taken a cireuit to the left, were per- 
ceiveď'at two miles. diftance on the plain to the fouth.. This body 
confifted of 300, being the whole of the French European cavalry,. 
and 600 European infantry : the cavalry was in the center in 
two ranks, the troopers.on the right, the dragoons next, the huffars’ 
on the left. The infantry were equally divided on each fide of the: 
cavalry, and. both divifions. had two field-pieces on each of their 
flanks, eight in all, of which two were twelve, two nine, and the 
other four, fix-pounders. "The whole was commanded by a relation. 
of Mr. Lally’s, of the fame name, and with the rank of Colonel.. The- 
black horfe with Calliaud formed on his fummons in front of the- 
garden walls; they were crowded, according to.their cuftom, ten or 
twelve ranks in depth. Abdulwahab prefented himfelf with feeming 
refolution at their head, and Calliaud, with the 10 troopers and Vaf- 
ferot, rode on their left. The French cavalry were advancing before 
their infantry; and it was the intention:of Calliaud, that his own: 
fhould wait until they came in a line with the flank fire of the field- 


pieces at the Swamy houfe : but when they were within 1000 yards, 
where the ground began to take an afcent towards the garden walls, 
although fcarcely aortas ik in a lefs fpace,. the whole body of the 


blackcavalry with C Calliaud fet off {campering, fhouting, and flourifhing: 
their fabres.. The French cavalry came on to meet reich at a round | 
trot; but halting faddenly, the firft rank difcharged their carbines, 

by which four or five horfes, and as many men, were brought to. the 
ground, on which.the whole, excepting, Calliaud and the ro troopers, , 
aan off at once, fome efcaping along the fide of the mount-to their 
right, but others turning, prefled into the path in their rear, which led?! 


into the head of the lane at. the foot. of the fteps, and puthed acrofs it: 
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_ by the other outlet, to the plain on the north of the mount. The 
5 2 French cavalry followed them until they themfelves came within 
iat reach of the flank fire of the field-pieces at the {wamy houfe, which 
falling amoneft the troopers and dragoons on the right, obliged them 

to check and turn back; but the huffars on the left, not feeling fo 

much of this annoyance, puthed on, and purfued the fugitives through 

the opening into the upper end of the lane, where they. immediately 

fell under the fire of the 500 fepoys potted in the different ftations 

in that part of the mount and in the two houfes, which drove them 

; with as much precipitation as thofe they were purfuing, through 
the outlet to the north, from whence they galloped round tho 

mount, and rejoined the cavalry from which they had feparated, 

in the plain to the fouth. Caidliaud, with the troopers, retreated to 

the inclofure next Lawrence’s garden, and his horfe, which had re- 

ceived a ball in the breaft, fell under him at the gate. As foon as 

the Huffars returned, the whole of the French line advanced again in 

the fame order as before, and halted at the diftance of 600 yards; 

the divifion of infantry on the right, oppofite to the fwamy houite; 

the other on the left, over againft the laft inclofures at the foot of 

the mount. From thefe fituations the infantry of both divifions fent 
Reged their field-pieces 200 yards nearer, which began a brifk and 
in {criminate cannonade againft the garden walls, and the poft at the 
Swamy houle, which was ERA with effect one by the two 


ihe tach was a away, and Wee adi not be 
ned. Mean while the body of enemy’s troops to the eaft halted 
beh: nd a ric ridge, which extended at the diftance of 400 yards, op- 
pofite to Carvalho’s garden, againft which their fepoys kept up a 
e it and ufelefs fire of mufketry, which neverthelefs was often 
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Book X, Since oF Fort St. GEORGE. 
of the two field-pieces, and the mufketry there, met them fo hotly, 


that they broke within 30 yards of the poft, and retreated with pre. —~ 
Say 32%) R Pie Februin 


cipitation to their divifion, which on this repulfe recurred again 
to their field-pieces. Calliaud, neverthelefs, was convinced that . 
the poft would be foon attacked again, and could not be main- 
tained throughout the day, and therefore drew off one of the field- 
pieces. At ten the enemy fent a ftronger detachment to make ano- 
ther attack, who were beat off as the firft; and half an hour after, 
another attack was made by 200 of the divifion, who were likewife 
-> repulfed; but thefe fuccefles had fo much elated the defenders, that 
all the fepoys, with moft of the Europeans, accompanied by enfign 
Airey himfelf, rufhed out to purfue the detachment; who, as if 
by defign, retreated faft, and led them 300 yards into the plain: 
two troops of horfe, who had been patrolling in the rear of the in- 
fantry, chanced at this moment to be juft behind the remaining Eu- 
ropeans of the divifion to the right; and feeing the advantage, fet 
off at full gallop and fell {word in hand upon the purfuers, before 
they had time to form in proper order to refift the fhock. All were: 
in an inftant {cattered, and many were cut down before they reached 
the fwamy houfe; when, although fafe, they did not think them- 
{elves fo, but leaving the field-piece, ran out onthe other fideto gain the 
gate of Lawrence’s garden, which ftood open before them ; but before: 
they got there, the troopers galloping round the eaft fideof the poft, fell 
upon them again, up to the very gate, where their career was checked 
by a ftrong fire of the Sepoys, whom Mahomed Iffoof feeing the 
difafter had ranged along the walls. The furprize, for feveral fell, 
deprived the cavalry likewife of the recolle&tion to return, and take 
{helter behind the cover at the fwamy houfe ; but they galloped a- 
crofs the angle of Lawrence’s towards the angle of Carvalho’s g r= 
den, where Caillaud feeing them coming, met them with the fire of 
the 4 field-pieces in this poft: but the gunners having hitherto only 
ufed ball, forgot to change their charge for grape thot, which great- 
ly diminifhed the execution ; for the cavalry pafied within 30: yards. 
of the angle, and eontinued galloping onward to the north eaft, un- 
til out of reach, when they turned-in the rear of their Sepoys be- 
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THe WAR OF CoROMANDEL. Book X. 
hind the ridge. However fome of them fell; but all the lofs they 
had fuffered was much lefs than the havock they had made; for 
they had killed or cut down more than a hundred, but moftly 
Sepoys. 


The right divifion of the enemy’s infantry with their field-pieces im- 


` mediately took poffeffion of the deferted poft; their left likewite advanc- 
_ed fomething nearer the inclofures on their fide, and both began a hot 


cannonade againft the garden walls, which being flight, but of brick, 
were eafily, perforated. The Sepoys within took fhelter behind. the 
houfes, ready to man the walls on a clofer attack; but ever and anon, 
one or other of thofe, obliged to move to and fro, was killed; and 
thefe cafualties, although few, difpirited many, who took every oppor- 
tunity to quit their ftations, and fteal into the back enclofures, ‘from 
whence they efcaped round the mount, and haftened far from the 
field. Of the black cavalry not more than a hundred had returned 
fince the routin the morning, and kept both the rows of enclofures 
between themfelves and the enemy’s fhot. At noon a party was 
difcerned advancing from the San Thomé river, with a piece of 
cannon drawn by many oxen. It was a heavy iron eighteen-poun- 
der. The field-pieces at Carvalho’s fired upon them at random {hot, 
which frightened the cattle, and obliged the drivers feveral times to 
unyoke the reftive, and at laft to throw them all off, when the Laft 
cars alone dragged the gun: but when arrived at the ridge, where 
the Sepoys had taken poft, it could not be made ufe of behind it ; 
and whilft they were drawing it farther forward into the plain, fe- 
veral fhot which took place among{t them interrupted their attempt. 
At length it was brought to a proper ftation, and at 2 o'clock began 
to fire at point blank; it was oppofed as before by the 4 three- 
pounders, which could not with the fame certainty reach {o far, and 
feveralof the men ferving them were killed by thefhot, and wounded by 
fragments of the houfe. Mean while the enemy to the fouth, be- 
fides their cannonade, which continued hottes than in the forenoon, 
advanced at different intervals feveral parties, as well from the divi- 
fion on the left, as the fwamy houfe, with the appearance of af- 


fault, but only to draw the unneceflary fire of the Sepoys, which 
6 always 
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always fucceeded ; and it became fortunate that fo many had quitted, 
for even the beft who remained could not be reftrained from firing 
on every motion, although in vain. But by 5 o’clock in the afternoon, 
the perfeverance of the enemy’s cannonade obliged them likewife 
to diminifh it, for fear of ruining their own guns, and at funfet it 
ceafed totally, and they were feen yoking, and foon after drew off 
all their artillery, moving to the eaftward: the eighteen-pounder 
ceafed and drew off at the fame time. The fight was more joyful 
than they fufpeéted to the troops in the village, for Calliaud had juft 
before received information, that the mufket ammunition was ex- 
pended to fix cartridges a man, and only three balls, befides the grape- 
thot, left for each of the field- pieces ; fo that no retreat could have been 
made, if prefled by the enemy in the open plain. Spies followed them 
until they had croffed the river of San Thomé, and began to take up 
their quarters in the village of Marmelong ; and immediately on the 
return of the {pies at eight at night, Calliaud marched away with all 
that remained of his force, in filence, for fear of the enemy’s cavalry, 
and left fires to deceive them. Before the morning, they arrived at 
Vendaloor. The fugitive cavalry of the morning had run away with 
fo much hurry, that they reached Chinglapett before noon. To rejoin 
them, as well as to get a fupply of ammunition, Calliaud continued 
his march the next day, and arrived there in the evening, where all 
the Sepoys, who had not intirely deferted, were likewife afiembled. 
Of the Europeans, feven were killed dead, and 1 3wounded. It,was not 
fo eafy to afcertain the lofs fuftamed by the Sepoys; but by the reports 
of thofe who held out through the action, it was computed that fifty 
were. killed on the {pot, and about 150 were brought away wounded. 
The lofs of the enemy was not known, but fuppofed to be 50 Eu- 
ropeans, and moft in proportion of the cavalry. -The firing of the 
action was heard in the fort, and feveral parties at different times of 
the day were feen going towards the mount, and not a few palankins 
and doolies returning from it with the wounded. 

Notwithftanding the draughts which had been made for this at- 
tack, the enemy’s fire on the fort continued with more vivacity than 
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ings. The Shaftefbury was not ready to weigh and bear down upon 
the Briftol, at anchor im the road of St. Thomé, before the night 
clofed, and in this interval the Briftol employed all the boats which 
could be aflembled in unloading her ores, and for more difpatch 
put a part of them on board of the ‘loop which was in the road 
when fhe arrived, and into the other from the black town, which had 
pafled and anchored near her; neverthelefs fhe had not difcharged 
half her cargo before night, and for fear of the Shaftefbury fet fail, 
and was out of reach before morning. It being fuppofed that the 
fervice at the mount had drained the enemy’s pofts to the fouthward 
of the fort, two companies of Sepoys were detached in the afternoon, 
who proceeded as far as the governor’s garden, from whence they 
brought off fome ammunition, and in their return fet fire to the ga- 
bions of the battery near the bar, meeting no oppofition. The ene- 
my’s mortars continued fparingly through the night, but as in the 
day againft the houfes. Not a man or a gun was hurt in the fort 
during thefe 24 hours ; but the numbers of the garrifon were by this 
time fo much impaired by cafualties and ficknefs, that the grenadier 
company, which had hitherto been kept in referve, were obliged to 
furnifh a proportion to the guards of the different pofts. 
‘The next day, which was the roth, the enemy fired with four 
guns and one mortar from Lally’s, three guns from the burying- 
ground, two from the Lorrain battery, and with two mortars at 
the fecond crochet: the guns at Lally’s fired fmartly, but: moft of 
the fhot from hence, as well as the fhells from all the three mor- 
tars, were, as the day before, directed againit the buildings, which 
were much rent and fhattered. ‘The mortars continued through the 
night, during which the garrifon began another embrafure in the 
fafcine battery on the beach, within the flow of the furf; it was in- 
tended to {weep the ftrand, along which the enemy might approach 


` under cover of the bank of fand which forms the beach and ftops the 


fea that has thrown it up. The gallery or mine at the falient angle 
was this day compleated : it had been pufhed* go feet from the coun- 
ter-{carp of the ditch, which brought it under the enemy’s breach- 
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ing battery, when a fhort return was made on each hand from the 
end, and in a chamber at ‘the end of each return was laid a box; 
containing 200 pounds of powder, to which the fauciffons “were 
fixed. ‘The gallery before’ the blind was fufficiently advanced to- 
wards the fea-fide'to crofs any approach under ground to the blind, 
and another branch was opened from this gallery ten feet on the 


outfide of the eaft face of the covered way, parallel to which it was ` 


intended 'to prolong the branch to the north, in order to difcover 
and*meet the enemy if working under ground in this part. In the 
morning the Cuddalore floop belonging to the Company returned 
into the road, which fhe had left ten days before, having employed this 
time in regaining the diftance the had failed in one: orders were im- 
mediately fent off to her by a catamaran ; in confequence of which 
the bore down into the road of St. Thomé, and attacked the two 
f{mall. veflels yi there, which had not yet landed all the ftores 
they had received from the Briftol. The veflels, after receiving a 
few fhot, weighed and ran clofe to the furf, within 100 yards of the. 
fhore; the Cuddalore followed them as near as fhe could, when a 
party of mufketry, with two field-pieces, came to the ftrand; and’ 
began to fire on her; by which the crew, who weré all’ Lafcars, 
were fo much frightened, that they could hardly be prevailed on to 
ftand the deck : the mafter, therefore, bore away, and in the even- 
ing anchored again betore the fort. The fire of the day and night’ 
wounded two Europeans. and‘one Sepoy, and difabled a 24° pounder 
on the demi baftion.. 


On the 11th the enemy’s: fire continued from the fame cannon 


‘and mortars as the day before, but more brifkly. The Cuddalore 


floop bore down again in the morning upon the! two veflels in the 
road of St. Thom’, and was again beat off by the fame fire ftom the 
fhore. The outward embrafure of the fafcirie battery in the fùrf 
was compleated, and pallifadoes ftaked in front of it: a range of 
trees were laid before the pallifadoes, and’ others along the fhoulder 

of the battery in the furf itfelf. The’ ‘cafualties in the day and night 
were two Europeans:and one Sepoy killed, and’ four Europeans and’ 


M mm 2 one. 
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one Sepoy wounded ; a twenty-four pounder was difabled on the 
royal baftion. 

“The fame fire continued on the 12th, but with more effect, difabling 
fix guns. Before this time all the original parapet of the xn. £. baftion 
had been battered away; and fo much of the body of the baftion itfelf 
crumbled, that the outfide of the gabions and fand-bags, which had 
been fubftituted on the rampart, did not extend beyond the ground 
which had been the line of the infide of the original parapet; and in 
the afternoon of this day a fhot from a twenty-four pounder on 
Lally’s battery came quite through the gabions, and wounded a cen- 
tinel in the baftion; four other Europeans and one Sepoy were 
wounded, and two Europeans were killed, during thefe 24 hours. 

At three in the morning of the 13th, a party from the enemy’s 
trenches, confifting of 50 coffrees,.advanced along the fea-fide from 
the ftockade, of which they were in pofleffion, intending to ftorm and 
nail up the guns in the fafcine battery. hey were led by a ferjeant 
chofen for his bravery, with the promife of a commiffion if the at- 


_ tempt fucceeded. ‘The party was.difcovered when within 30 yards 


of the work, on which they ‘halted, probably to form for the puth, 
and in this fhort interval received two rounds of grape-fhot from the 
embrafure next the breach, the execution of which threw them into 
fuch confufion, that they all ran back to the trenches, leaving feven 
dead, and the ferjeant defperately wounded. Upon this alarm, the 
drums beat to arms, and all the garrifon and inhabitants repaired to 
their feveral pofts: and a {mart fire was kept up from the defences, 


and-returned by the enemy from the trenches, for fome time after . 


the party was repulfed. The ferjeant crawled into the covered way, 
where he was taken up, told what he knew of the enemy’s inten- 
tions, and died before day-break. This day the enemy ceafed firing 
from the three guns in the Lorrain battery, by which the number 
of their cannon was reduced to feven pieces; but the five in Lally’s 
fired very brifkly: their three mortars continued as before through 
the day, but very fparingly during the night, which. gave fufpicion 


at 


a3 
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at three o’clock in the morning, it was difcovered that they had ad- 
vanced fome gabions on the edge of the furf beyond the Palmyra ftoc- 
kade, which indicated that they either intended to bring cannon againft 
the fafcine battery, or to advance by traverfes under cover of the 
beach which was fteep, and then attack the covered way and the 
fatcine battery together : a {trong fire was kept up from the fafcine 
battery upon the ftockade, and the gabions they had advanced until 
the morning. In thefe 24 hours no guns were difmounted. in the 
fort, but three Europeans were killed, and four, with one Sepoy, 
wounded. The mine under the enemy’s battery at the falient angle 
of the covered way was compleatly {topt up before noon ; and three 
pioneers, covered at night by ten grenadiers, were continued at the 
counterfcarp in readinefs to make the explofion. j 

It being difcovered at day-break of the 14th, that the enemy had 
renewed their gabions beyond the ftockade, a fally was made upon 
them at fun-rife. A fubaltern and 15 men went along the covered 
way till they came upon the flank of the ftockade, 40 men with 
two captains advanced direétly in front of it along the glacis, fol- 
lowed by 20 pioneers and an engineer without arms. The two 
parties attacked at the fame inftant, and their firft fire drove the 
enemy from the ftockade, and continued firing forwards from it on 
all that appeared ; at the fame time the north ravelin, the royal, the 
demi, and n. E. baftion, plyed the trenches with grape fhot, and all 
together deterred the enemy from venturing out of them, which 
gave the pioneers leifure to overturn the gabions into the fea, and 
to fpread and level the earth they contained. After which, the 
whole detachment returned unmolefted into the covered way, 
having only two men flightly -wounded. The enemy’s fire con- 
tinued as the day before, but they threw very few fhells in the night, 
during which they worked hard in replacing the gabions which had 
been overiet in the morning, and endeavoured to compleat the tra- 
verfe from them towards the furf; but the fire of a twelve-pounder 
from the fafcine battery, and the fhells from the demi baftion, con- 
tinually interrupted their work. In the evening the Diligent and 
a floop with ftores from Pondicherry anchored in the road of St. 


2 Thomé 3 
f. 
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1759- -Thome ; and on their appearance 15 failors which had been -taken 

: x out of the Shaftfbury to ferve in the garrifon, with go more Eu- 
ebruary- 


ropeans, were fent on board with orders te Captain Inglifs to bear 
down, and attack thefe veflels. The decks of ine Sh: afefbuir y being 
lumbered with goods, fhe did not get under fail. until 11 o'clock at 
night, and was too’foon difcovered by the two vefiels, which immedi- 
ately got under way, and before day-break were too far to the fouth- 
ward tobe purfued. In thefe 24 hours two Europeans were killed, and 
5 wounded, but none of the Sepoys were hurt. A twenty-four pounder 
-on‘the demi baftion was iplit in the muzzle by one of the enemy’s 
fhot. For feveral days a number of labourers, guarded by a party of 
foldters, with an officer, had been difcerned from the fteeple de- 
molifhing the governor’s garden-houfe, and in the.afternoon of this 
.day they fet fire to the village of Chipauk which ftood at the back 
of the garden, between the bar of the river and the viliage of Trip- 
:licane. 

The next day, which was the 1 sth, the enemy’s fire was very 
brifk in the morning, from fix guns in Lally’s, four at the burying- 
‚ground, and two in the Lorrain battery; but it decreafed in the 
afternoon, and at 5 o'clock they only fired from three in Lally’s, 
and two at the burying-ground, and from neither of the two in the 
Lorrain battery: the fire of their-mortars likewife flackened. Several 
camels and many coolies were feen pafling from St. Thomé acrofs 
Egmore plain to the Black town, loaded, it was fuppofed, with am- 
miuntion ; buta much greater number of coolies with all kinds of 

_ burthens paffed from thence to the fouthward, which confirmed the 
intelligence of a fpy, that the enemy were alive away their fuper- 
RE {tores and the remains of their booty to Pe dher y, and gave 
credit to the information of the deceafed ferjeant, that they had de- 
termined to raife the fiege. They fired very few- fhells, and con- 

_ tinued very quiet in their. trenches during the night ; but the garrifon 

_ fufpecting that they might be carrying on their gabions by the fea- 

fide, kept up a {mart fire from the faicine BRS upon the head of 
their fap until 2 o ’clock in the mornipg, when the moon gave fuf- 

_ fsient, light to. difeover that they were doing nothing there; on 


J eis ; which 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


r 


SA ? 


Book X. Srece oF Fort Sr. Groner, 


which the firing ceafed. At the fame time, the enemy’s guard in 
their battery on the crelt of the glacis, which for fome days had 
only been ufed as a lodgement for mufketry, perceived and fired upon 
a party of Sepoys who were leveling the rubbifh at the foot of the 
demi baftion, which had been beat dor wn by the cannonade of the 
day. One of the Sepoys was killed, on which the reft ran away, 
and no other of thefe troops could be prevailed upon to continue the 

work, which was however compleated by a party of Europeans. A 
fix-pounder in the fafcine battery was difabled by one of the enemy’s 
fhot. The cafualties in the 24 hours, were one Coffree and one 


Sepoy killed, and one of each, with two Europeans, wounded, and - 


lieutenant Hopkins loft his right arm by a cannon fhot. ‘Two 


letters were received this day from Major Calliaud, dated the 11th 


and 13th, advifing his intention to make a forced march from Ching- 
Japett, with the troops under his command, in hopes of furprizing 
the fort of Sadrafs, of which the French continued in poffeffion ; 
and requefting that money and ammunition might be fent to him 
there, in confequence of which the Cuddalore floop was immediately 
difpatched with 300 three-pound fhot, and 20,090 pagodas in money. 

This fum complened 70,000, which had been fent out of the fort, 

fince invefted, for the fupply of the army abroad. Much moré re- 
mained in the company’s treafury, which was indebted for this 
affluence to the remittances from their acquifitions in Bengal; but 

had this fource failed, the wealth of individuals colle€ted within the 


fort would have been much more than fufficient to have anfwered | 
all the expences incurred for its defence. Very different were the 


faculties and finances of the enemy. ‘The treafury of the govern- 
ment at Pondicherry was exhaufted, and individuals from their dif- 
truft and deteftation of Mr. Lally would lend none to forward the 
public caufe, although their own ; and from violence and mif- 
management, the countries which had been reduced, and were the 
whole extent between Devi Cotah, Arcot, and Madrafs, had furnifhed 


‘neither revenues or other means adequate to the wants and con- 
fumption of the enemy’s army employed in the fiege, where the ; 


pay of the common foldiers was at this time fix weeks in aiea 


` 


“and 
their 
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their other neceflities equally ill fupplied ; who neverthelefs, not- 
withftanding the difcontented difcourfes of their officers, ftill more 
difhonourable becaufe they had all got plunder, perfevered in their 
duty with unremitting {pirit and eee and Mr. Lally feems to 
have refpected their merit. But the Sepoys had neither the fame 
principles, nor received the fame encouragement, for he had alwi ays 
treated them, as all the natives in ae with the utmoift contempt 
and feverity, which they now revenged, jute as their flender fervices 
became moft important, by ae to leave the army, if they 


- were not immediately paid ; and eee their example by their 


correfpondence, 500, who had been pofted with a few Europeans in 
the fort of Tripafiore, forced the gates, and marching out with their 
arms plundered the country, in order, as they faid, to colle& their 
arrears. “The news was brought to the black town a few hours after 
the event, on the 15th, and created much anxiety, becaufe all the 
provifions which the army received, came by Tripaflore, and might 
be eafily diverted by thefe peal content: Few refrained from ae 
claring that the fiege ought to bei immediately rafed; but Mr. Lally, 
to maintain the lead of his own opinion, gave out that he would 
never quit the enterprize, until he had tried the fuccefs of a general 
. aflault, and talked as if the hour was not far diftant. 

The next morning, which was the 16th, the enemy’s cannon, 
-although not increafed in number, fired with more vivacity than for 
many days before. At 3 in the afternoon intelligence was brought 
_by a catamaran from Paliacat, thata floop, which had juft eed 
there, had fpoke on the gth of the month in the Jat. of 14°, with the 


_ dhips from Bombay, from which the Shaftfbury had feparated ; and 


that they had been feen on the 12th of Durafapatam, 100 miles to 
the north of Madrafs. At 5 o’clock in the afternoon, the fix fhips 


tere defcryed in the n. =. ftanding towards the road ; neverthelefs 


the enemy’s fire continued with uncommon vivacity until funfet ; 
and it being concluded, that,.if they had ever intended to make a 
general aflault, it would be attempted this night, before the rein- 
t f cement could be landed, every foldier and inhabitant in the gar- 


le of fandus to his arms repaired to their refpective pofts, 
and 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


le 


Book X. SIEGE oF Fort ‘St. GEORGE. / 


and as foon as it was dark a hot fire of mufketry from the north: 
face of the defences was kept up on the enemy’s works, which: 
they returned with equal alacrity. At ten at night the fhips, di- 
reéted by lights held out in the fort, anchored in the road. The 
firing on fhore ftill continued, and at 2 in the morning that from 
the enemy, in their lodgement, on the creft of the glacis, and in 
their pofts and fap oppofite to the n.£. baftion and fafcine battery, 
although very ftrong before, grew ftronger than ever, but their fhot 
flew too high : it began to flacken’ foon after, when. the blaze of fires. 
were perceived in their trenches: at 3 all their annoyances. ceafed 
intirely,, after which no motions of men: were any longer diftin- 
guifhed ; but feveral large piles of wood in the rear of Lally’s battery. 


were feen in flames. The cafualties fince the preceding morning to- 


this time, were three Europeans and one Sepoy wounded, and one 
Sepoy killed. 

At day-break the whole army were difcovered in full march from 
the weft fide of the black town towards.the Choultry Plain, and the: 
greateft part had already crofled the northerm river. ‘They had. pre- 
vioufly undermined the redoubt and powder-mill at Egmore ;. and 
at 9 o'clock a party left-for the purpofe made the explofion, which 
intirely ruined both ; thefe works had coft the Company 30,000 
pounds, and could not be reftored'in a twelvemonth. The enemy 
were then perceived marching on to the mount. The hurry of their 
retreat faved the black town from the refolution which Mr. Lally 
had taken of reducing it to: afhes, if compelled to raife the fiege. 
By noon the troops in the fhips were all landed: they were, in- 
cluding officers, 600 men. 

Joy and curiofity carried: out every one to view and contemplate 
the works from which they had received fo much moleftatian, for 
the enemy’s fire had'continued 42 days. Thirty-three pieces of cannon,, 
18 or 24 pounders, were found in their pofts and. works, of which: 
26 were difabled; but feven were in their carriages, and both in good: 
condition. Some {pare carriages. were likewife left, and many 
cannot fhot, but no mortars, although feveral beds ; and many mili- 


tary ftores, with quantities of powder in cafks and flannel bags, 
Vor Ul. Non EE vere: 


. p 
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were found carelefsly {cattered in the trenches. They evacuated, 
San Thomé, and whatever guards between this place and the fort. 
were withdrawn at the fame time that the army left the black town.. 
"The garrifon, as foon as certified of their departure, {ent out parties, 


to the fouthward and to.Egmore, who collected 19 guns more, 


moftly iron three pounders : fo that the whole number which the. 
enemy loft and left behind were 52 pieces of cannon. One hun- 


dred and fifty barrels of good powder, and as many cafks of damaged 


ammunition, were found in San Thomé. But the ftrongeft proof. 
of the hurry and confufion with which they raifed the fiege, was the. 


neglect of their fick and wounded, leaving 44 Europeans, (all who 
had not been fent away before) in their hofpital in the black town, 
with a letter from Mr. Lally, recommending them to the care of. 
the. Englifh governor: they were received and treated with the 
fame attentions, as if they had belonged to the garrifon, and moft of 
them afterwards recovered. 

The fort fired during the fiege 26,554 rounds from their cannon, 


7,502 fhells from their mortars, and. threw 1990 hand-grenades i 


the mufketry expended 200,000 cartridges. In thefe fervices were 
ufed 1768 barrels of gun-powder. Thirty pieces of cannon and 
5 mortars had been difmounted on the works. There remained in 
the fort, artillery fufficient for another fiege, with 30,767 cannon- 
balls, but only 481 fhells, and 668 barrels of gun-powder. As 
many of the enemy’s cannon-balls were gathered in their works, 
or about the defences of the fort, or found in wells and tanks in 
the black town, as the garrifon had expended. The enemy con- 
fumed all the fhells of the two firft rates in the ftores of Pondi- 
cherry, and threw of all forts 8000, of which by far the greateft 
number were directed againft the buildings, all of which lay to- 
gether in half the area within the walls, in the old town to the. 
eaftward : and {carce a houfe remained that was not opened to the. 
heavens. i 

Of the European officers, one major, Polier, two captains, fix 
lieutenants, and four enfigns, were killed: one captain and one lieu- 


tenant died of ficknefs: 14 other officers were wounded, of whom 
I fome 
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fome dangeroufly ; and four were taken prifoners: in all Bor O 
rank and file in the battalions of Europeans, and of the men be- 
longing to the artillery, 198 were killed, 52 died in the hofpital, 20 
deferted, 122 were taken prifoners, and 167 were wounded; in all 
579 ; but many of the wounded recovered. Of the lafcars, who 
were natives affifting in the artillery, nine were killed, and 15 
wounded. Of the Sepoys, including officers, 105 were killed, 217 
wounded, and 440 deferted. The lofs in Europeans was more than 
reinftated by the troops brought in the fhips. 

The governor Mr. Pigot, as foon as the enemy difappeared, re- 
linquifhed the {pecial authority which had been vefted in himfelf, 
to the ufual adminiftration of the council, of which he was prefident 5: 
and received their thanks for the good effeéts of his refolution and: 
activity during the fiege: he had vifited the works every day, en- 
couraging the garrifon by his prefence, and’ rewarding thofe ex- 
pofed to feverer fervices, with money. Provifions of all kinds in 
abundance, and of the beft condition, had been laid up; and as well: 
as all the military ftores, were diftributed from the different ma-: 
gazines, under the direction of the members of the council, aflifted: 
by the inferior fervants of the company, whofe habits. of bufinefs. 
eftablifhed and continually preferved thefe details free of all-let and: 
-confufion. ; 

The Prefidency, as foon as re-eftablifhed in its. ufual forms, ae-- 
knowledged their fenfe of the zeal and conftancy with which the 
garrifon had fuftained every danger and:fatigue ; and no men ever 
better deferved this ‘téftimony, for fearce a murmur had been ut- 
tered: all was emulation: All however acknowledged that the: 
enemy, in proportion to their numbers compared with the ftrength. 
of the garrifon and works, had pufhed the attack with unremitting 
perfeverance and endeavour, and the enemy equally. refpected the: 
{cience and fteadinefs of the defence. Indeed moft of: the principal: 


‘officers of the Company’s troops had been inured to fervice under their- 
general Colonel Lawrence, whom they {till regarded*as their pre-. 


ceptor in the fiege : they were, Major Polier ; the Captains. Pafcall,. 
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Charles Campbell, Beaver, Richard Smith, Gurtler, de Beck, 
Freifhman, Vaflerot, Black, Hume, Donald) Campbell, Greig. 


_ Every..repair and additional work was, executed with regularity 


and. -difpatch junder.the direction of Mr. Call the chief engineer, 
although:-this was the firft fege, whether offenfive or defenfive, in 


which hé;had: ferved. » Captain Hiflop, who. arrived with.a company 


of, the King’s artillery-men, at the {ame time as Adlercron’s regi- 


ment, was the {fenior officer.in this branch "he had ferved in Bergen- 
op-zoom.'.IThe:Company’s.artillery, which furnifhed all the cannon 
and ammunition, was commanded by Captain Robert Barker: even 
the enemy acknowledged that the promptitude and-execution of the 
fire from. the: fort was {fuperior to.their own : whatfoever guns or 
mortars-were difabled on the defences, were immediately replaced 
by others prepared in {tore: Colonel. Draper and Major Brereton 
were of the King’s troops : fo that no town was ever attacked, which 
had in proportion to the garrifon fuch a number of excellent and ex- 
perienced officers... The exertions of Major Calliaud and Captain 
Prefton were equal inthe field. Thus every officer of diftinGtion on 
the eftablifhment of Coromandel was employed in the defence of 
Madrafs, excepting Captain Jofeph Smith, to whom was committed 
the prefervation of the next important objet, Tritchinopoly, in 
which the:-French: prifoners ‘out-numbered five to one the invalid 
Europeans of his ‘garrifon. i 
In the evening, after the enemy retreated, came in Vafferot and 
the: ten troopers with intelligence from Calliaud. ‘This officer 
marched from Chinglapett-on the 13th, but mifled by the guides 
did not arrive at Sadrafs, as he intended the next night, but the 
morning after ; when the Dutch refidents, although remaining in the 
town only on fufferance from the French, who were in poffeffion of 
their fort, protefted againft his entrance with hoftile appearance 
on the territory belonging to the Dutch company. At the fame 
time a party of French troops, which were halting there in their 
way from Pondicherry to join Mr. Lally, went into the fort, and 
this reinforcement rendered the attempt impracticable excepting by 


a regular attack, to which the ieeclleny with Calliaud was not 
5 =~ adequate, 


! 
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adequate. He neverthelefs remained to inveft the fort, and foon 
after intercepted a letter from Mr. Lally to Mr. Deleytit,. dated the A 
14th, written in the bittereft terms of reproach and refentment, - F ebre 
imputing the failure of his attempt ¢ again{t Madrafs, which he then - 

faw inevitable, to the iniquities and treachery of the government of 
Pondicherry, denouncing, that-if this place fhould efcape the ven- 
geance it merited of fire from heaven, nothing could picle nes it long 

from deftruction by the-fire of the Englith. 1 

The lofs of men fuftained by the French army is no where ac- 

pah ” quired ; they were 2700 firelocks when they advanced from Conje- 

veram ; and Mr. Lally, in the intercepted letter, fays, that he had 

{till 2000 Europeans; the. Sepoys with him were:not more than 

1000, for feveral detachments were abroad. The lofs of the cannon 

and ammunition which: had been left or thrown away, he imputed 

to the want of ferviceable bullocks, and this deficiency to the ra- 

pacity of the contractors leagued with. the council <of Pondicherry. 

\ His army marched away in rags, and without:provifions, but, -having 
D gun-powder and horfe, exacted them, and continued: fie rout ‘to 

ease Advices of their retreat had. been fent off to Calliaud as 

-foon as they difappeared, who immediately on the information 

ditached Mahomed Iffoof with 1200 Sepoys from Sadrafs, to re- 

inforce Chinglapett, left the French army fhould inveft this place ; 

the Sepoys by a forced march arrived before the enemy could -have 
intercepted them, if fuch had been their, intention: the next day 
Major Calliaud, with the remaining fix companies of Sepoys, and all. 


oy, the cavalry, Abdulwahab at the head of his own, came into Madrafs.: 

Thus ended this fiege, without doubt the moft ftrenuous and regular’ 

that had ever been carried on in India; and we have detailed it, in 

hopes that it may remain an example and incitement. =: o oG 

Enp of the Tentu Boox..) AE f 
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OT only the Carnatic and its dependencies, but all the adja- 

cent powers, had fixed their attention, with various hope and 
anxiety, on the fiege of Madrafs, as an event, which fooner or later 
muft greatly affect their refpective views and interefts. It was be- 
lieved, and juftly, that much and extenfive reputation would be ac-. 
quired by the defence ; but.as this advantage would foon be loft if 
the adjacent territory were not recovered and protected, it was re- 
folved to take the field without delay. With the reinforcement 
brought in the fhips, there were in the town when the fiege was 
raifed, of all ranks, 1900 eftimated Europeans, including 90 Topaftes 
and 60 Coffrees, inferted in the different companies : of this number 
1500 rank and file were fit for immediate duty; and this force was 
fufficient to face the French army. Neverthelefs, the vigour of the 
determination exceeded the means : many carriages for the artillery 
and ftores were to be prepared, and the artificers being moftly natives 
were few, and had much other work todo: draught and carriage 
bullocks were to be provided, and the ravages of the enemy had left 


1759- 
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none in the country; provifions were equally {carce : perfeverance, — 


however, continued. Chinglapett being fecured, the reft of the: 
troops with Mahomed Ifloof, the horfe with-Abdulwahab, and thofe- 
{fent with Major Calliaud by Tondiman and Tanjore, encamped on 
the choultry plain, where they. were joined day by day by the 
Europeans of the garrifon ; but the whole were not ready to move 
before the.6th of March, and in this interval arrived two more com- 

l panies 
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panies of Draper’s regiment, which the fhips they came in from 
England had carried to Bengal in the latter feafon of the laft year, 
and they were now returned to the coaft. The whole force which 
now took the field were 1156 Europeans, rank and file, including 
the artillery men, with 1o field-pieces, of which two were 12 
pounders, 1570 Sepoys, 1120 Colleries, and 1956 horfe. On 
news of their approach, Mr. Lally moved back from Arcot with the 
main body of his troops, and took poft at Conjeveram, where the 
advantages of the fituation left them nothing to fear from an inferior 
force; and, his health being much impaired, he went away to Pon- 
dicherry on the 6th, leaving the command to Mr. Soupire, with 
orders not to rifque a general battle ; but to wait the attack. The 
defects of equipments {till retarded the progrefs of the Englith army, 
and it was the 18th before they arrived at Paupa Braminy’s Choultry, 
within feven miles of Conjeveram. On the laft march, Mahomed 
Iffoof, with fome horfe, advancing before the line, met fome of the 
enemy’s European cavalry, who, though much inferior in number,. 
ftood a fkirmifh with the foremoft of his; and were driven back, 
with the lofs of an officer and two horfes killed. On the 3d, Cap- 
tain Prefton at Chinglapett, hearing there was but a flight force in 
the fort of Carangoly, had detached Lieutenant Airy, with feven 
companies of Sepoys, to furprize it; but they took a panic under 
the walls, not to be recovered by the bravery of their: officer, 


which encouraged the garrifon to fally, who killed 25 of them inm 


their flight. i 

Whilft the army was before Conjeveram, letters were received from 
Colonel Forde, who was fet down before Mafulipatam, defpairing of 
fuccefs, unlefs he were reinforced with men and fupplied with money.. 


- By this time, it was found that all the refources of the prefidency were- 


inadequate to. the expence of keeping the army in the field, and no pro- 


- bability appeared of gaining a decifive advantage over the enemy. The 
Prefidency therefore inclined to bring the troops into cantonments, and’ 


to fend 200 men to Colonel Forde. Colonel Lawrence, although 
convinced of the imprudence of attacking the enemy in the pofts 
they occupied at Conjeveram, was equally perfuaded of the evil con- 

; i fequences 
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fequences of retreating before them, and came to Madtafs om the 
26th, to diffuade the Council, either ‘from diminifhing their force; 
or from withdrawing it into garrifon ; and his < arguments. prevailed, 
He then declared the inability, to which the impaired ftate of -his 
health had reduced him, of continuing in the command of the army 3 
and received the higheft regrets and encomiums of his- eminent fer- 
vices, crowned by exertions much beyond his ‘age,’ in the defence of 
Madrafs. The command then devolved to Lieutenant-Colonel Draper, 
who was likewife too ill to accept it, and foon after embarked. for 
England; on which it fell to Major Brereton, the next officer in the 
king” s regiment, and Major Calliaud fucceeded Colonel Lawrence 1 ton 


the “difing command of the Company’s troops: 


Nazeabullah, the Nabob’s brother, had accompanied the Pines 
army to Madrafs, and remained fome days with them in the black 
town; when his own affairs, his doubts of the fuccefs of the fiege, 
and the reprefentations and example of his brother, Abdulwahab, 
who was joining the Englifh troops in the: field; induced him. 
to return to Nelore, which Mr. Lally having derived no advantage 
from his prefence or endeavours permitted without reluctance. 


Still, however, holding fair to the French, he retained a few of 


their Europeans, and 200 of their Sepoys; but as foon as he heard 
that the fiege was raifed, he refolved to ‘declare intirely for the 
Englifh,° anal blackened his zeal, by putting to death all the French 
Europeans, excepting their officer, Saint Denys. It is not known 
whether they attempted refiftance ; but the Sepoys laid down -their 
arms, and were quictly turned out of the fort. With the advices 


of this deed, he profered to pay 30,000 pagodas a year, if the Pre- - 


fidency would confirm him in the government of Nelore, and its 
diftri&s ; and, as no revenue, excepting from his good-will, was to 
be expected from that part of the country, until the Englifh army had. 
gained the fuperiority, his terms were accepted, and he fent the 


French officer to Madrafs. Abdulwahab continued with the army, | 
- and_his fervices weré*’rewarded by a confirmation of the diftri€ts of 
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northward, Bangar-yatchum, Bomrauze, and Damerlah Venkytap- 
pah, wrote letters of congratulation, although they had given no 
afliftance during the fiege: they were ordered to guard their own 
hills, and aft Chandergherry and Chittore, if attacked. The mi- 
nor Polygars nearer Madrafs were frightened, in expectation of pu- 
nifhment for the robberies they had committed in the Enelifh 
diftri&s during the diftrefies of the fiege; but their delinquency 
was overlooked, and they were told to affift the forts of Pon- 
damelée and Tripaflore, into which garrifons of Sepoys had been 
fent, as foon as they were abandoned: by the enemy in their retreat 
to Arcot. | 

Even the cautious Mortizally of Velore congratulated the Prefi- 


- dency on the repulfe of the fiege. The body of Morattoes, with Go- 


paul Row, who had in the preceding year warred and gained the 
half of Cudapah, and to whom proffers had been made for their af- 
fiftance, remained at the paffes of Damalcherry, waiting the event: 
and as foon as the French retreated, Gopaul Row claimed r2 lacks 
of rupees, alledging that he had neglected other concerns of greater 
-confequence, in expectation of the ultimate fummons of cher prefi- 
dency, and that the dread of his troops had obliged the French to 
raife the fiege. It was known that he had equally been offering his 
affiftance to the French, and the prefidency recommended to a to 
cut their army to pieces before they reached Pondicherry, and chen he 
fhould have the money. He replied, in feveral letters, fraught with 
infinuations of the mifchief he intended to bring on the Englith, as. 
well at Bombay, | as m the Carnatic; and fent sco of his “Matar: 
toes to join the French army; but Mr. Deleyrit, the governor of 
Pondicherry, advifed Mr. Lally not to entertain them, becaufe they 
would not fail to plunder with greater detriment in the French dit 
tris, as more extenfive, than in thofe which the Englith. had reco- 
vered. They were difmifled with compliments and a fmall prefent, 
on which Gopaul Row to compenfate and revenge the difappoint- 
ment, fent. a detachment round the hills, which took poffefiion of 
the town and pagoda of Tnipetty, -intending to collect the revenues. 


of the approaching feaft’ in Apm, bieh the French pomcrnmcht 
7 A expected 
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Book XI. Tanjore, TRITCHINOPOLY. > 

expected to feceive. This detachment in their way tummon ed the 
three northern Polygars as friends to thé Enghth, to pay ther fhares 
of the chout; or tribute, which Gopaul Rees had demanded, an 
aad not time to cxact in tlie preceding year.. 

Lise king of Tanjore fired guns, and congratulated on the fontane: 
and prowels of Madrafs; and, the Prefidency encouraged by his pro- 
feflions, propofed to him to affift them in a plan to furprife the fort of 
Karical, when the {quadron fhould arrive on the coaft: to which he 


antwered, that the laft hoftilities of the French had ruined his coun-. 


try, and that the crop at prefent on the ground would likewife be de- 
ftroyed, if difturbances were renewed: but that, as the, Englifh had: 
beat off the French army from Madrafs, they fhould immediately 
drive them out of Pondicherry, when Karical would fall of courfe., 
He was then requefted to let. beeves be purchafed in his country as. pre+} 
vilions for the f{quadron ; which the ftritnets of his religion regarded; 
as an abomination, nor would he fuffer the interpreter to go on in, 
reading the letter, written to him on this fubject. 
The Nabob, ever fince his arrival at Tritchinopoly, had continued. 
fick. His diforder was a jaundice, produced by excels of vexation at 
the late humiliations of his fortune : the repulfe of the’ French attack 
on Madrafs conduced not a little to the recovery of his health; but 
his mind retained much follicitude for every future contingency. 
However, the vigilance of Captain Jofeph Smith had preferved 
the diftrids dependant on the city in peace and cultivation, and 
their revenues were more than fufficient to defray the neceflary 
expences of the garrifon, as well as of the Nabob’s family. The 
great number of French prifoners in the city, who were 500, 
hile the European force in the garrifon did not exceed 70 men, 
had been an object of conftant anxiety, and plots were conti- 
nually difcovered of their intentions to break out of their dun- 
geons ; which obliged Ca aptain Smith to confine them with the ut- 
moft feverity. T the Rheddi of Terriore, whom he had driven. out 
of that town and diftri& in the month of July of the preceding year, 
went away with thofe who efcaped with him, to the borders of the; 
Myfore country, where he was, at different times, joined by fuch as. 
Ooo 2 were 
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1759. were difaffected to the other Rheddi, who had been reftored in his. 
ETN ftead. They fometimes made plundering excurfions into the coun- 
arc. 


try between Terriore and Utatore; but attempted nothing of confe- ' 
quence. However, their numbers encreafed ; and they kept up a 
correfpondence with feveral of the principal men who continued 
to refide with the Rheddi in Terriore. When Mahomed Iffoof 
marched away in November to the relief of Madrafs, the garrifon of 
Tritchimopoly could not {pare the number of Sepoys neceflary to 
compleat his command, and three of the five companies which had 
been left in ‘Terriore, were recalled to make up the deficiency. As 
. foon as they were gone, the expelled Rheddi, with his troops, who. 
= . were waiting to retake the place, arrived before they were difcovered 
at the barrier of the wood, where fome of the remaining Sepoys were 
ftationed; but the reft of the guard had been feduced, and in- 
ftead of affifting- the Sepoys, turned their arms upon them, and 
delivered up the barrier to the enemy, who marched on, and 
advanced to the town without interruption, fending fo much 
terror before them, that the Rheddi within, with his troops, and 
the inhabitants, that adhered to him, ran away into the wood 
and hills, leaving the Englith ferjeant with the Sepoys, to defend 
i themfelves as they could. ‘The ferjeant took pofleffion of the palace, 
which was an extenfive building ; but the enemy furrounded it in 
the houfes on.all fides, that not a man could apppear who was not 
expofed to their fire, which obliged the ferjeant to capitulate, and he 
eafily obtained permiffion to march away to Tritchinopoly, with their 
: arms, and whatever elfe they chofe to carry. Captain Jofeph Smith. 
had received fome intelligence of the intention to attack the place, 
and had detached fome troops to reinforce it, but it was loft before 
they arrived at the wood. ‘This event happened in the end of No- = 
vember. In the next month, Huflein Cawn, who had been driven. 
in the month of July from Seringham by a detatchment from ‘Trit- : 
chinopoly, returned from Pondicherry with. fome Sepoys and two. 
. field-pieces, and took poft at Utatore, intending again to advance to- 
the ifland, and retake the pagoda; but Captain Smith fent a party 


fror, the  garrifon, under the command of Captain Blake, who did 
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not fuffer them to reft until they took refuge in the Myfore coun- — 1759 
try, where they remained, propofing fchemes, and foliciting afit- ; 
ance; but meeting little encouragement from this government, Huf Bi. 
fein Cawn aa to join the Rheddi, who had retaken Terriore,. 
in making incurfions into the Nabob’s COU but the Rheem 
making a merit of refraining from the mifchief in his power, proffered 
money and regular terms of {ubmiffion to the Nabob, who, for the 
fake of the money, and to fave the expence of defending the diftant 
villages, accepted his obedience, and confirmed him in the’ govern- 
ment; in which this was his fourth inftallation, and the other: 
Rheddi had loft and refumed it as often. 

The countries of Madura and Tinivelly had relapfed into their- 
former {tate of anarchy and confufion, after Mahomed Ifloof, with fo- 
large a part of his force, was recalled out of them in the month of 
July. All that the {even companies of Sepoys left in the city of 
Madura could do, was to collect from the country provifions fuffi-. 
cient for their fubfiftance. The incurfions of the Nattam colleries. 
from the north, and of thofe under the Polygars along the hills to. 

-the weft, ruined or appropriated whatfoever cultivation or revenue : 
arofe in the diftri&s at a diftarice from the city. To the fouthward,, 
in the Tinivelly country matters were much worfe. Maphuze Cawn 
forgot all his former profeftions of reconciliation, united more firmly i 
than ever, and took up his refidence with the Pulitaver, who led’ 
the weftern Polygars; and Catabominaig, with Etiaporum,. who. ` op 
Se were the heads of the weftern, concluding from the fuperiority of 
i the French in the Carnatic, that the affairs of the Nabob: and’ the- poh 
Englith would never recover, feized whatfoever: country: lay. conve-- ee 
nient for them : nor did the five companies of Sepoys left in the fort _ hy 
of Palamcotah, and bereft of all alliance, venture any oppofition to. 4 
; their encroachments, or even to maintain the town of Tinivelly ;- of 
; which Maphuze Khan and: the Pulitaver once again took. poffeffion.. 
‘The Sepoys contented themfelves. with preferving Palameotah, where 
they were often obliged’ to defend the walls againft the fkirmithes of“ 
the Pulitaver’s colleries,-which- confumed qe ammunition 3. and,_ 
as none of their letters reached. the Carnatic, or even Tritchinopolyy, 
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Eara ae fouthern of the Enolith factories on the coaft of Malabar, re- 

Meron 


ey wrote by the hand of a Topafs, a letter to Anjengo, which is 


ake 


es; but m Topafs writing what he thought Bnglih, 
atelligible, that the factory aes underftood 
om it c ams nor what they wanted.: At length, 


f procured them credit, which enabled 


qt fe, ig fu pp 
the letter-was fo 

from ee or wh 
letters from Mahomi@d. I [Roo 
them to pure! safe provifion, and even to get lead and gunpowder 
from the fea-coaft in the bay of Tutacorin. It was very fortunate, 
that the fidelity of the Sepoys in Madura and Palamcotah continued 
unfhaken ; - for had either of thefe fortrefles been betrayed, no means 
aking them; and-the ceflion of Madura might have 


remained of retaki: 
purchafed Hyderally, the Ñi neral, to join the French, who 


9 P 
at this very time had a fGcer o 


om = 


{ 


ege 
of diftinction treating with him at 
Seringapatam. 
The repulfe of the French from Madrafs had increafed the danger 
of lofing thefe countries, fince the French, being no longe r under the 
neceffity of keeping their whole force collected in one point, might, 
ftill leavi ing fufficient to oppofe the Eneglifh army in fhe field, < Back 
the reft to other objects. ‘The partizan Lambert was moving with 
his flying troops from Pondicherry to the weftward; and danger 
to the city of Madura might accrue even from Huflein Cawn, if 
he fhould get a body of Wie (oreans to accompany him from Dindigul. 
On thefe confiderations, the Prefidency refolved to fend Mahomed 
Woof back into thefe countries, and to accept his offer of renting 
Madura and Tinivelly, together, at the rate of five lacks of pices 
for the enfuing year, clear of all charges, excepting what might 
acife from the neceflity of defending them either againft the French, 
5 : the Myforeans, or Morattoes. The Nabob had, ever fince the firft 
E. appointment of Mahomed Iffoof to condu& the war in thefe coun- 
tries, regarded him with fufpicion and aversion, and intifted that they 
fhould be left to his own difpofal and controul ; although he had 
| not in his whole de pendence, a relation or officer of military refolution 
nit and experience fufficient to maintain them in this time of difficulty. 
na: ‘The French and Englifh armies continued almoft in fight of each 


other for two and twenty days; the one withing to be attack ed, in 
their 
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their pofts at Conjeveram, the other, a general action in the open 

plain ; and neither was feduced to give the advantage which the - 
other defired. Moft of the diftri€ts to the fouth of the Paliar were 
under either the protection or jurifdiétion of the French govern- 
ment; and as other defiances had failed, Major Brereton refolved to 
march into them, as the likelieft means of bringing the enemy to 
a battle, or at leaft of obliging them to quit Conjeveram, when 
fome opportunity might arife of retaking this place, without 
which, even the diftri€ts already recovered as far as the Englifh 
army had advanced could not be protected, unlefs by their con- 
tinuance in the field, and in this part of the country. Accordingly, 

the army moved on the 1ft of April from their encampment at Papa 
Braminy’s Choultry ; on the 6th, they arrived, and took poffeffion 
of the pettah of Vandivafh, in which they began to open ground 

againft the fort, and feńt to Madrafs for two pieces of battering 

cannon ; and a detachment fent by captain Prefton from Chinglapett 
beat away the guard at Outramalore, of which place he took pof- 
{eflion, to fecure the line of communication with Vandiwafh. 

Mr. Soupires neither gave any interruption to the Englifh army, 
as they were marching away, nor followed them. Mr. Lally had 
ordered him to vifque nothing, and the French army had for fome 
days been reduced to great diftrefs for want both of money and pro- 
vifions. The fiege of Madrafs had exhaufted the treafury of Pon- 
dicherry, and its revenues were anticipated by mortgages for loans, 
and what monies could be collected from the country between Con-~ 
jeveram and Arcot, or borrowed in the camp, fearcely furnifhed the 
expences ‘the day, and the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages 
finding that the Englifh paid punctually, and at better prices, evaded 
as much as poflible to carry any provifions to the French camp. The 
renters of the, neighbouring diftri&ts, magnified the detriment which. 
their lands had fuffered from the Morattoes of Gopaul Row, order 
to protract their payments, by the plea of difcufling their accounts. 
In this fituation, Mr. Soupires confidered the removal of the Englifh: 
army as an advantage ; fince it permitted him to retreat to Arcot, 
with the appearance of parting on equal terms. He left in Conje- 

veram: 
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veram 300 Sepoys and roo horfe, under the cominand of Murzafa- 


‘beg, who had deferted from the Englith a little before the fiege of 


Madrafs. The renters at Arcot furnifhed Mr. Soupires money and 
provifions for eight days, and he extended his troops in different 
pattics between „Arcot and Trivatore, wliich is fituated 20 miles s.w, 
in the high road from thence to Vandiwath. 

Mr. Lally, as icom as he heard that the Englith army was before 
Vandiwath, immediately came out of Pondicherry with 300 Eu- 
ropeans, ordering Mr. Soupires to meet him with the main body at 
Chittapet; where they arrived on the 14th. Trivatore is farther 
from Chittapst, than it is from Vandiwafh. The nearer road from 


_Wandiwafh to Conjeveram is not good; but from Vandiwath to 
~Trivatore, and hence to Conjeveram excellent, and of quicker 


difpatch, although by the large angle it makes feveral miles more, 
Major Brereton was informed in the evening of the 1 3th of the march 
of the French army with Soupires, and that the whole had pafled 
Trivatore; on which he decamped in the. night from Vandiwath, 
and, by a forced march, arrived the next day at rivatore, which 
he found abandoned, and blew up one of the baftions; and con- 
tinuing the fame ftrefs of march, they arrived, on the < vening of 
the 15th, near Conjeveram. Several letters had pafied with Murza- 
fabeg, who pretended to be willing to betray his truft, but afked fuch 
terms as proved, that he only wanted to gain time until the French 
army could come to his relief; on which Colonel Monfon, with the 
advanced divifion, invefted the pagoda in the evening, which it was 
determined to ftorm the next morning. Murzafabeg no longer diflem- 
bled, but kept up a brifk fire of mufketry through the night ; by 
which feveral, and Colonel Monfon himfelf, was wounded. 

The gateway of the pagoda at Conjeveram is {pacious and lofty, and 
the tower over it one of the largeft and higheft in the. Carnatic. It 
ftands in the middle of the weftern wall, and fronts the principal ftreet 
of the town, which is very broad; but there is an area between, of 
the fame breadth as the wall of the pagoda, and 300 yards acrofs. 
There were no gates fixed in the gateway; and to cover the entrance, 
the French had thrown up a ravelin before it in barbette, on which, 

as 
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as well as on the fmall towers at each angle of the pagoda; were 
mounted guns, but old, and of little fervice ;. and {caffoldings n 
bamboos for fmall parties of mufketry were raifed along erent 
parts of the wall within. There was, in the area without, a large 
choultry, with the back to the pagoda, about 200 yards from the ~ 
gateway, but a little to the right. Near this choultry, as good 
cover, the troops threw up a ramp in the night, and early in the 
mofħing began to fire over it againft the ravelin from their two 
twelve-pounders, which the enemy returned with all their means, 
but with little execution ; only wounding Major Brereton flightly, ' 
and two or three of the gunners. By eight o'clock the earth of 
the ravelin appeared fufficiently beaten down, and the troops marched 
to the attack, led by Major Calliaud at the head of the grenadiers. 
Few of the defenders waited the affault hand to hand, but, after 
giving their fire, ran into the pagoda. ‘The officers, ftimulated by 
an intemperate rivality of danger, got firft over the ravelin, and. 
began, as the men came, to form them for the attack of the gate- 
way, in the middle of which the enemy had laid a large old iron gun 
on logs of wood ; and within were two lines of Sepoys difpofed in 
an angle for the advantage of a crofs-fire on the entrance. In a 
minute, 40 or 50 men, of whom much too many were officers, were 
crowded together within the ravelin, when the enemy fired their 
un, which they had treble loaded with powder, and to the muzzle 
with mufket-balls and bits of ragged iron. The excefs of the ex- 
plofion, and the thick black {moke which arofe from it, gave the 
idea of a mine, nor was the effeét much lefs. It killed eight men 
‘on the fpot, and wounded ten. Of the killed were Captains Stewart 
‘and Bannatyne, Lieutenant Elliot and Enfign Hunter; of the 


c . ETSI Sent oe to 
wounded, Major Calliaud, Captain Vaughan dangeroufly, a Lieu- 
tenant and two Enfigns. Even moft of thofe who were fafe were — 


fo furprized by this havock, that they ftood awhile before they 
formed again to the attack ; during which, they luckily fulered 
very little from the mufketry within. By this time, a party of 


- Sepoys, led by Mahomed Iffoof and Lieutenant Airy, had clambered 


over the oppofite wall of the pagoda, and appeared in the- rear of 
Vor. M. lp wi ~ thote 
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thofe who were de fending the gateway; and, on their fhout, the 
“~~ troops at the gate rufhed in, and in a minute the whole garrifon 
was between two fires, at mercy, every man for himfelf begging 
quarter ; which was given with more humanity than ufual on fuch 
exafperation. After all was quiet, Murzafabee furrendered himfelf, 
out of one of the chapels into which he had_retired, to fome of the 
Sepoys 3 but, as they were conducting him to Major Brereton, Ma- 
homed Iffoof met them, knew the prifoner, and faying, ‘** Thefe are 
« the terms to be kept with a traitor,” with one ftroke of his 
fcymetar, almoft fevered his head from his body. The news of this 
fuccefs was received at Madrafs the next day,:on which likewife 
arrived advices of no little importance from Colonel Forde. 


1758. 12i The Rajah Anunderawze ‘had fo little fenfe of the advantages 
December. hich might have enfued by prefling on the French immediately 
after their defeat at Peddipore, that he did-nct come up with his 
troops to Rajahmundrum, where Colonel Forde with the Eneglith 
forces were waiting for him, until the 16th of December, which was 
ten days after the battle, although the diftance is only 40 miles. 
Anunderawze had promifed to make the firft payment of his treaty, 
as foon as he fhould be put in poffeffion of the fort of Rajahmundrum; 
and, in confidence of his word, Colonel Forde had lent him 20,000 
rupees, before he marched with the Englifh from Caflimcotah. ‘This 
fum, with a fupply to the factory at Vizagapatam, and the expences 
> of the field, had abforbed all the money which came from Bengal ; 
and Colonel Forde had nothing but the Rajah’s promifes. to anfwer 
the pay of the troops for the erode of December. However, ftill 
relying on them, he croffed the Godaveri on the 23d, {till hoping to 
appear before Matfulipatam before the French had eored the ftun 
of their late defeat : but-the Rajah neither followed with his army, 
nor fent any money ; and, as it would have been vain to have at- 
tempted even the march without both, Colonel Forde, with much 
vexation and refentment, recrofled the river with all the troops on 
the 26th. The Rajah imagined they were returning to punifh him, 


and, in this fright, fled. immediately to the hills h {kirt the 
province 
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province about twenty miles to the North of the city;-and Colonel 
Forde, for. the com venience of a nearer communication w ith Vizaga- 
patam, marched two days back, and encamped at s, which, 
with a name very nea ily the fame, is a fort ten miles to the we& 
of that which has defignated his victory. Mr. Andrews immediately 
fent him 20,000 rupees from Vizagapatam, and on the 13th of Ja- 


nuary came himfelf to the camp; from whence he went into the 


hills, and reached the Rajah on the 15th, whofe fears of the C olonel,: 
and averfien to furnifh any money, continued as {trong as ever, in- 
fomuch that he feemed no longer folicitous about the AEE of the 
expedition. His conduct was the more perplexing, becaufe the news 
that the French were befieging Madrafs had ftopped the Englith 
credit in thefe provinces, which the Rajah’s name alone could im- 
mediately reftore ; and if his troops did not march, others muft be 
hired, for which no money could be found. The dilemma induced 
Mr. Andrews to alter the treaty he had made fome time before, and to 
agree, “¢ that whatfoever fums the Rajah might furnifh fhould be con-. 
« fidered as a loan ; and that the revenues of all the countries which 
« might be reduced on the other fide of the Godavery, excepting fuch 
cc as belonged to the French either by eftablifhment, or grant in 
<¢ propriety, fhould be equally divided between him and the Englith.” 
Vith thefe conditions Mr. Andrews brought him back to the camp 
on the 18th: and it was agreed to march on to Mafulipatam; but 
it took feven days more in bargains for exchange with the fhroffs 
before he furnifhed only 6000 rupees in ready money, and bills at 
ten days for 60,000 more. At length the armies moved from Ped- 
dapore on the 28th, after fifty days had been loft, of which the firft 


twenty diligently employed would probably have accomplithed ‘all the- 


purpofes of the expedition, which now appeared of much more diffi- 
cult execution, as the enemy had gained full time to recolleét them- 
{elves : nor had the delay the fimalleft plea of neceflity; for the Rajah 
might with as little inconvenience have done at firft what he un-. 
willingly complied with at laft ; although the expedition had been 


undertaken from-a reliance on his promifes, warranted by the earneft- 
nefs of his follicitations. 
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1759. The Hardwicke and the two floops, which had been difpatched 
~~ from Vizagapatam on the 12th of December, anchored the next 
ES Hi day in the road of Yanam, which lies on the eaftern mouth of the 
Godaveri, where the agents of the French factory, on news of the 
defeat at Peddipore, had embarked their effects and themfelves in a 
fnow, which had not got out of the river when the Hardwicke ar- 
rived; and they furrendered to her longboat without refiftance. Some 
days after, the veffels failed down to Mafulipatam, and cruized be- 
tween this place and Narfipore on the weftern arm of the Godaveri, 

february. until the gth of February, when they fixed their ftation in Mafu- 
lipatam road, waiting for the arrival of the army ; but weighing oc- 
cafionally to bring veffels to, that were pafling in the offing, of 
which they intercepted feveral laden with rice for Pondicherry, and 
the French army before Madrafs. 

The Englifh army arrived on the 6th of February at Elore ; but, 
to prevent another quarrel, Colonel Forde had been obliged to let 
the Rajah march as he lifted, employing his troops to the right and 
left, in levying contributions, on promife, however, of rejoining him 
foon at Elore. ‘This place, otherwife called Yalore, is fituated ço 
miles s. w. of Rajahmundrum, and nearly 40 N. of Mafulipatam. 
It is the capital of a province, or phoufdarry, of no great extent, and 
one of the four obtained from Salabadjing by Mr. Bufly. It has 
been very little known to the Englith, and never frequented by them 
fince they withdrew their fa@tory from Mafulipatam in the laft 
century. The town is extenfive, and in the middle of it is a very 
large fort, in which the French ufed to keep a garrifon moftly of 
black troops; but the Marquis de Conflans had taken them away 
with him, as he was pafling on to Mafulipatam, where he had de- 
termined to make his ftand. ‘The long delay of the Englith troops 
in following him feemed to have infpired him with a little refo- 
lution : for with fome of the troops which had joined him after the 
defeat of Peddipore, and the garrifons of Elore and Rajahmundrum, 

a he formed a body of 200 Europeans, with four field-pieces, and 
ae - : 2000 Sepoys, which he called his army of obfervation ; but they 
fy ) did not venture within lefs than thirty miles of Elore, and kept 
i moving 
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moving to the Weft of Mafulipatam, collecting or extorting tributes. 
Colonel Forde, whilft waiting for the Rajah and his troops, detached 
Captain Knox, with the firft battalion of Sepoys, to reduce the 
French fa€tory at Narfipore, where by this time the garrifon, by 
the arrival of ftragglers from the late defeat, was augmented to 100 
Europeans, and 3 or 400 Sepoys. Narfipore ftands 20 miles to the 
s.E. of Elore. Letters were previoufly fent to the Indian Zemindar 


of the diftriét, threatening the deftru€tion of his country, if -he 


gave the French any afliftance, but offering him alliance if he 


would join the Englifh army with his troops. The Zemindar met - 


Captain Knox on theroad, and accepted the terms with “cheerful- 
nefs ; and the French troops at Narfipore having relied on his affift- 
ance, marched away as foon as they faw his defection, leaving in 
the factory, befides common effects, fome cannon and marine ftores, 
and in the river feveral boats and veffels; but they funk what 
ammunition they could not carry off. The Englifh detachment 
leaving a few men with the Zemindar’s officers to take care of what 
was worth preferving, returned to Elore, where on the 18th 
came in the Rajah with all his troops collected ; and the next day 
the Zemindar of Narfipore with 1500 foot, armed in the fafhion of 
the country. But, although fo much time had already been loft, 
the Rajah was not yet ready to proceed, and detained the army at 
Elore until the ıt of March. 


Mr. Conflans, on his defeat at Peddipore, had written letters to. 


Salabadjing, earneftly requefting he would march with his army 
from Hyderabad to Mafulipatam, when both their forces united could 
not fail of deftroying the Englifh troops, and punifhing the powers 
of the country which had revolted to their common enemy. The 
diftance of Salabadjing with Mr. Buffy from the purfuit of Niza- 
mally towards Bampore ‘had encouraged this prince to refume his 
former ambitions; in which he was, at leaft fecretly, abetted 
by the adherents of Shanavaze Khan and Mahomed Huflein, whofe 
deaths, as well as his own flight to Brampore, had been the im- 
mediate confequences of the affaffination of Hyderjung, the duan 
of Mr. Buffy : but this confederacy roned from any con- 


ipicuous 
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1759- fpicuous exertion, until they faw Mr. Bufly and the whole of the 
aa French force quitting Hyderabad, and the fervice of Salabadjing, 

\pril. 


in obedience to the orders of Mr. Lally; when judging little 
Mares, likelihood of their return, they acted with more open declaration ; 
= and foon after, Nizamaily was enabled, with the affiftance of 
his friends, to increafe his force from 1500 to 15000 horfe, with 
which he marched from Brampore in November, and was received 
with homage into the city of Aurengabad; but the fortrefs of 
Dollabad ftill held out for Salabadjing. The indolence of Salabad- 


jing, wedded to habits, faw no means of coercing his brother, but 


own aid to Conflans in this time of necefiity was certainly the likelieft 

means of procuring: but few of his officers were defirous of fee- 

ing the re-eftablifhment of a power, which had interfered fo much 

with their own authority and advancages in the government : never- 

thelefs, they imagined, that the prefent.conteft for the ceded pro- 

vinces between the French and Englifh might give a chance of 

recovering thefe countries to their former dependence on the fou- 

~ bahfhip ; and in this view moft of them advifed him to march to- 
= wards Mafulipatam. His brother, Baflaulet Jung, concurred in the 

fame opinion, and marched with his forces from Adoni at the fame 

time that Salabadjing was advancing from Hyderabad. Both joined 

near the Kriftna, and amounted to 15000 horfe and 20000 foot. 

_ Neither their approach, nor the probability of their aflifting the 
French, deterred Colonel Forde from his purpofe of proceeding 
againft Mafulipatam. It was obvious, that the junétion of Salabad- 

jing’s army with the French would bring heavy vengeance upon 

the Rajah, if the Englith troops fhould be obliged to retire be- 

fore them: but even this confideration, becaufe the danger was 

diftant, could not induce him to, relinquifh the immediate ad- 
vantages of his delay, although nothing more than the colle€tions 

Eee mro asthe day levied by his troops. fpread abroad in all parts of the 
aa __ Five miles to the South of Elore you arrive atthe bed of a vaft 
_ lake, which extends 47 miles in length, from weft to eaft acrofs 
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the fituation of the city, and 14 in breadth from north to fouth. 

From the beginning of the rains in July, until the end of Sep- 

tember, the whole is fpread over with water, excepting 60 or 7o 

{mall iflots, on which the inhabitants remain; but during the reft 
of the year the whole is dry and paflable, and in many places 
highly cultivated. The army, and for the firft time any of the 
Englifh troops marched acrofs the lake, and on the 3d of March 
encamped near a {mall fort, called Concale, in which the French 
had left a ferjeant with 13 Europeans, and two companies of Se- 
poys. Captain Maclean, with fix companies of Sepoys, were fent 


“to attack and even efcalade the fort : the garrifon had the day be- 
fore received affurances from Du Rocher, the Commander of - 


the army of obfervation, that he would arrive to their affiftance 
on the 28th; relying on which, they manned the walls, and 
feemed refolute to defend themfelves. Much firing of mufketry 
pafied with much lofs to the affailants, who neverthelefs twice 


attempted to break through the wicket of the gate, for want of © 


better implements, with iron crows; but were each time beaten off ; 


on which Captain Macleane fent to the army for a reinforcement of 


men and two guns; they arrived in the evening, and the guns were 
immediately applied, and beat open the gates. The detachment 
rufhed in without mercy, and in the firft onfet killed all they met, 
who were only Sepoys; for the Europeans hid themfelves until the 
firing and flaughter ceafed. A few hours after, a native brought 


intelligence, that a party of forty Europeans, with fome Sepoys,. 
from.the army of obfervation, were arrived within a few miles; 
on which Captain Macleane marched out to attack them. But 


they, hearing the fort was taken, had retreated. A {mall gar- 
rifon of Sepoys, with a few Europeans, was left.to fecure the 
fort from furprize, and the army marched on towards Mafuli- 


' patam, in fight of which they arrived on the 6th of March; and 
the fame day received advices, that the French army under the 


command of Mr. Lally had been obliged to raife the fege of 
Madrats.. 


The: 
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The fort and town of Mafulipatam are fituated beyond the reach 

of cannon-fhot afunder. The fort ftands a mile and a half from 
the fea-fhore, on the edge of a found formed partly by an inlet of 
the fea, partly by drains from the circumjacent ground, and ftill 
more by a continued {tream which the river Kriftna fends off about 
15 miles to the s. w. and which falls into the upper part of the 
found, very near the fort. The found has fometimes three fathom, 
and at others only three feet water; and oppofite to the fort, is 500 
yards in breadth. The fouth fide of the fort extends about 600 
along the found, and 800 from thence to the north; and its area, 
as well as form, would differ very little from a parailelogram of 
thefe dimenfions, if the eaftern fide did not lie in a re-entering angle, 
which, however, isa very obtufe one. The ground along the fea 
fhore for two miles to the north and fouth of the inlet of the found, 
is acolleGtion of fand-hills, which extend about half a mile inland, 
when they ceafe on the border of a morafs, which furrounds the fort 
on every fide, and continues to the weft and fouth for feveral miles; and 
to the n. w. and north, there is no hard ground at lefs than a mile 
of the fort, excepting a few {mall fpots of fand in the morafs, 
which are near it to the N. £.: but tothe eaft, the fand-hills along 
the fea are within 800 yards of the walls. The morafs in all 
direGtions is interfectted with creeks and gullies, which fall into 
the found. 

The Pettah, or town of Mafulipatam, is fituated a mile and a 
half to the N. w. of the fort, on a plot of ground rifing above the 
morafs; acrofs which, the communication between this ground 
and the fort is by a ftraight caufeway 2000 yards in length. The 
town is very extenfive, and its ground on the farther fide {till to the 
N. w. is ‘bounded by another morafs, which ftretches along it from 
the s. w. to the n. E. but is ftopped by the fand-hills of the fea 


fhore, along which is the only accefs to the town on firm ground ; 
for both morafles are miry even in the drieft feafon, and were fo 


now, although no rain had fallen for 40 days. 
- Mr. Conflans, with all his troops, excepting the few guards in 
the fort, were encamped in the Pettali for the convenience of water} 
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of which there is none in the fort but what is preferved in cifterns. 

His ideas of remaining here extended no farther than this advantage ; 

although, by flinging up an entrenchment acrofs the dry ground 

from one morafs to the other, he might have ftopped the Englith 
army, to which the force with him was equal, being 500 Euro- 
peans and 2000 Sepoys, without the army of obfervation, which he 
had not recalled; and, as foon as the Englifh army appeared, he 
retreated by the caufeway, into the fort. The troops of Anunde- 
rauze and of the Zemindar of Narfipore encamped in the pettah ; 
thé Englith on the fand to the North Eaft. 

The French, fince they took poffeflion of the fort in 1751, had 
modernized the defences: the walls were mud faced with bricks as 
high as the parapet ; and the three fides to the weft, north, and eaft, 
contained rı angular baftions of various fhapes and fizes; before 
which were a pallifaded berm, and a wet ditch; but no glacis. The 
front to the fouth along the found, from reliance on that defence, 
was left open. The baftion next the N. w. fronted the caufeway 
leading to the pettah + in this baftion was the gateway, and 120 yards 
of the caufeway was converted into a caponiere, which terminated 
in aftrong ravelin that fcoured along the length of the caufeway. 

No regular approaches could be made to the fort, but by an army 
ten times ftronger than Colonel Forde’s; for hitherto black troops, 
howfoever numerous, were counted for nothing in the fervice of car- 
rying on trenches. Colonel Forde therefore refolved to attack the 
fort from the fand-hills to the eaft, as the neareft fhot; and by bat- 
teries detached from each other, without the communication of 
trenches, as little was to be feared from the fallies of the befieged. 
‘The-ground had the advantage, although this circumftance would 
not have determined the choice, of being neareft to the difembarka- 
tion of the ftores and heavy artillery from the Hardwicke, which, 
with the two floops, were in the road. 

Three batteries were erected ; one in a fifhing village near the inward 


point of the fand to the s. w. where it is bordered by the inlet of . 
the fea to the South, and to the Weft by a large creek in the morafs 
coming from the north, Four hundred yards to the north of this bat- - 
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tery, and nearer to the edge of the fame creek, was another : the 


third battery was at an equal diftance roo yards in the rear of both.. 
The battery to the north, and that to the fouth, had each two eigh-. 
teen and two twenty-four pounders; but in the fouth were likewife 
the bombarding artillery, which were three mortars, ‘of 13, nine,, 
and eight inches.. ‘The battery in the center had only two twelve-- 


pounders. 


In the s.. angle of the fort, clofe on the found, was a battion: 
called the Francois, of ro guns. For fome diftance from hence to- 
the north, the want of hard ground had obliged the rampart to re~- 


cede in. a re-entering angle, in the bottom of which wasa work in 


the form of a demi-lune, having only two faces, without flanks,, 


which would ret been EGE fince the line of the faces fuffici- 


ently flanked the baftion François on the right, and that called the: 
-Sant John on the left. ‘Fhis work. was called the Dutch baftion. 


The Saint John had eight guns, and beyond it in the vN. E. angle 
of the fort was the baftion called the Camelion, mounting 10 guns. 
The fouthern. of the Englifh. batteries fired on the Francois and 
Dutch baftions; the center on Saint John’s ;. and the northern:on 
the Cameleon.. As foon. as their pofition was decided, the garrifon 
raifed a battery on the left fhore of the inlet as- you enter from the 


fea; which took them all in- flank ;: but as this battery was feparated: 
from the fort by the whole breadth of the found, and might be at-. 


tacked in the night by the boats of the fhips, the garrifon kept a 
conftant guard in it of Europeans, befides. Sepoys: They likewife 


itationed a ftronger guard in the ravelin at the end of the caponier) 
on the other fide of the fort.. Befides the immediate {uperiority of 


artillery ftanding on- their works, the garrifon had others in ftore, 
mounted ready to replace what might be rendered ufelefs in the courfe 
of fervice ; whereas. the Englifh army could only reftore the lofs of 


theirs by borrowing the common guns of the Hardwicke, which were: 


mine-pounders, or the Rajah’s, which. were good for nothing.. 

The French army ef obfervation, as {foon the Englith paffed on- 
wards from Concale, croffed the country to Elore, where there was. 
ro gartifon to oppofe them ; and from hence went on to Rajahmun- 


drum, wiiere the fick of the army, in all 25 Europeans, and:-40 ae 
2. had 
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had been left under the command of Mr. Briftol, who a few days 

before had received a large {fum in gold and filver, fent from Bengal ta 

Vizigapatam, and from hénce to him, for the fervice of the army 

with Colonel Forde. On the approach of the enemy,. Briftol fent 

away the treafure to Cockanarah, a Dutch fettlement on the coat; 

and as foon.as they appeared on the river, ordered all fuch of his men 
as were capable of the fatigue to go away, and endeavour to gain Vi- 
zagapatam. The enemy marched two days onwards from Rajamun- 
drum, giving out that they intended to take Vizianagarum, the ca- 
pital of Anunderauze, as well as the Englifh fort at Vizagapatam ; 
but their views were only to extort money from the chiefs and ren- 
ters, by the feverities they exercifed in the country. However, find- 
ing they could not colle& as much as they {pent, they returned, and’ 
direéted their march to meet the army of Salabadjing. The daily 
news of their motions terrified the Rajah with apprehenfions for his 
countries, and no perfuafions could induce him to advance either his 
credit or money: none remained in the military cheft: Colonel 
Forde had borrowed: all that the officers under his command had re- 
alized. from the {poils of the campaign, and had even ufed the prize- 
money of the troops, and the interpofition of the French army of 
obfervation precluded the hopes of receiving what had been fent to 
Mr. Briftol ; and by this time, every foldier in the army had per- 
ceived the obftacles which muft be furmounted, to reduce the 


fort; which exafperated the fenfe of their diftreffes. In thefe 


agitations, the whole line of Europeans turned out on the roth, 
with their arms, and threatened to march away. Colonel Forde, 
with much difficulty, prevailed on them to return to their tents, and 
to depute one or two to explain their complaints. The deputies de- 
clared, that all were refolved not to ferve the fiege, unlefS they were 
immediately paid the amount of the prize-money already due to them, 
and were aflured of the whole booty, in cafe Mafulrpatam fhould be 
taken. According to the Company’s regulations, authorized by the 
Crown, the troops in India are only intitled to one half of what is 
taken in the forts they reduce; the other half is referved to the 
Company. Colonel Forde promifed to pay them their prize-money, 
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ied) |B 1759. out of the very firft he fhould receive; and, as he could not break 
j eg ~~ through the regulation, affured them he would folicit the Company,, 


gS by a reprefentation of their hardfhips and fervices, to give up their 
fhare of what might be taken in Mafulipatam ; of which, he fhould 
retain the amount, until their determination was known. Thefe 
promifes appeafed them; and they returned to their duty with their. 
ufual ardour. Neverthelefs the batteries were not compleated tillthe 
25th, 18 days after the arrival of the army, during which the fort had 
kept a conftant fire, which had only killed five men. 
Salabadjing, as he approached, {ent forward letters and mef- 
 fengers, commanding Anunderauze and the Zemindars who had 
joined the Englifh, to quit them, and repair immediately, as vaf- 
fals to his ftandard. On the 27th, advices. were received in the 
camp, that his army was arrived at Bezoara on the Kriftna, 40 miles. 
from Mafulipatam ; and the fame day came reports, that the French, 
army of obfervation had retaken Rajahmundrum. 

The Rajah, who had for fome days been faultering, was now fo 
terrified, that he marched away with all his forces. the fame night, 
without giving any warning, intending to regain his own country 
on the other fide of the Godaveri;, and, notwithftanding the dilato~ 
rinefs of his former motions, he. on this occafion advanced 16 miles: 
before: day-break. Colonel Forde fent meflengers after him, re- 
prefenting the abfurdity of his condu&, in thinking to efcape the 
numerous. cavalry of Salabadjing on the one hand, and the French 
army of obfervation, who. were towards Rajahmundrum, on the 
other; whereas, by remaining with the Englith troops, his retreat 
would be affured, and the redu€tion of Mafulipatam, even now not 
impracticable. The plain good fenfe of this advice brought him back. 
with his army to the Pettah. Colonel Forde, although with little 
hopes, would not neglect the only means in his power of amufing 
Salabadjing from advancing to the relief of Mafulipatam, and requeft— 
ed his. permiffion to. fend a deputy to treat, profeffing no other in- 
tention. than to take poffeffion of the French garrifons.and factories: 


on the coat, without affuming the authority they had held in the: 
inland; 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


ee 


REEE E 


Book XI, .  MASULIPATAM. ; 


inland countries. Salabadjing confented to receive the deputy, and 
Mr. Johnftone was fent to his camp on the 1ft of April. - i 

The three batteries continued a hot fire from the 25th of March 
to the 4th of April. On the 5th, the weather, which had hitherto 
been gentle, changed toa hard gale of wind, with thunder, lightning, 
and immenfe rain, which brought in the fouthern monfoon, with 
the return of fair weather on the 6th. In the evening the artillery 
officers reported, that there was no more than two day’s ammu- 
nition left for the fervice of the batteries. Intelligence was likewife 
received, that Salabadjing was advancing from Bezoara, and that the 
French army of obfervation, which he had invited, were very near 
his. It was now no longer poffible for the Englifh army to retreat 
the long way they had come, as the whole garrifon of Mafulipatam 
and the army of obfervation would join the Subah’s in the purfuit. 
However, the camp might embark; for the fhore at Mafulipatam 
is (till, and the only part on the coaft of Coromandel, on which 
the fea does not beat with a ftrong farf. But Colonel Forde 
regarded this mode of retreat as intolerable difgrace, and refolved 
to {torm the fort; judging, moreover, that the garrifon would 
not fufpect the attempt at the very time when the excefs of the 
rain had rendered the approach over the morafs much lefs practi- 
cable than before. He accordingly ordered the fire of the batteries. 
to be kept up with double vivacity through the next day, and alk 
the troops to be under arms at ten at might. 

The ditch of the fort, at the ebb of the tide, which would hap- 
pen at midnight, has only three feet water, and having no glacis, 
nothing prevented the immediate accefs. Notwithftanding the gar- 
rifon had conftantly repaired in the night the damages of the day, 
the hot and continued firing of this day had ruined the baftions fuf- 
ficiently to mount ; and each of the three had been equally fired upon,, 
to confound the enemy’s guefs of the affault. As no outworks ob- 
ftruéted a full view of the body of the place, it was feen from the 
batteries, that the two baftions upon the found on the extremities of 
the fort to the s. w. and the s. ©. were m barbette, that is, without 
embrafures and merlons, but with a parapet low enough for cannon: 
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Wark oF CoROMANDEL Book XY. 
to fire over, which is rarely four feet high. From thes. w. baftion, 
which was named St. Michaels, to the next'on the w. called the 
Saline, the exterior ground was a miry {wamp of mud, in which 
ithe. ditch that furrounded the reft of the fort, could not have been 
‘continued, “but -at great expence and labour, and was -left in this 
ftate, becaufe fuppofed of more difficult paffage than the ditch itfelf, 
Some days before a black fervant of Captain Yorke’s, who had lately 
lived in Mafulipatam, told him that he had fometimes feen the 
natives employed in the fort wade over the quagmire between the 

‘two baftions : and on this intelligence, Colonel Forde had permitted 
Captain Yorke and Knox to‘examine this paflage; they took 100 
Sepoys, and placing them in different parties behind one another 
to fupport their retreat, went on at midnight, properly clad to 
the {kin, in order to refemble black men naked, and entered the 
quagmire, which they-paffed half over, and found it not above knee 
deep, but the mud very tenacious; they returned undifcovered, and 
their report determined Colonel Forde to try an attack on this quar- 
ter at the fame time asthe main aflault ; which at leaft would dif- 


tract the enemy’s attention. In the fame intention the country. 


troops belonging to the Rajah were to march along the cauteway 
over the morafs, and on each fide of it, and to fkirmifh againft the 
ravelin in front of the gateway. 
- The battalion of Europeans, reinforced with 30 failors from the 
‘Hardwicke, all the artillery-men, and half the Sepoys, were allotted 
for the real attack, which was to be made on the baftion called the 
Camelion in the n: ©. angle of the fort. Their whole number was 
346 Europeans, rank and file; the Sepoys amounted.to 1400; of 
which the other half were allotted to the falfe attack under 
the command of Captain Knox. Each of the three attacks was 
to be ready on their refpective ground before midnight; when, 
as foon as the falfe attack commenced on the weft fide, the real, 
and the Rajah’s were likewife to begin. ‘As no counter-attempt 
was apprehended, the guard of the camp was left to fome of 
the Rajah’s troops. -The attack with. Captain Knox having farther 
to go, marched off firft; the main attack was in three divifions, of 
which the Europeans formed two, and the Sepoys the laft; 
but 
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but when they were to move, Captain Callender, who by his rank 
was to lead the firft divifion of Europeans, was not to be fond 
and after much fearch and enquiry, the troops proceeded DA 
him, crofling the morafs from the dry ground of fand dire@tly oppo- 
fite to the Cameleon, the baftion they were to ftorm. In the way 
they were joined by the gunners croffing the morafs likewife from 
the batteries, which for fear of furprize they did not quit until the 
laft moment. But before the troops arrived at the ditch, they heard the 


firing of Knox’s attack, which neverthelefs had only begun at the ap- 


pointed time; on which all marched as faft as they could, as before 

up to the knees in mire, and in crofling the ditch, up to the middle 

in water and mud. Here they were difcovered juft before they got 
` . x oD 


to the pallifade on the berm;.and whilft the firft divifion, commanded - 
by Captain Fifcher, were tearing it up, which took fsveral minutes,- 
the enemy gathered on the breach, and began likewife to fire cannon= 
and mufketry from the next baftions, the Saint John’s on the right, . 
and that called the fmall-gate on the left.. The oppofition only en- - 


creafed the ardour of the affailants,. and whilft the firft divifion of 


Europeans with Fifcher were gaining the breach, the fecond, com- 
manded by Captain Yorke, fired up againft St. John’s, and the di-- 
vifion of Sepoys led by Captain Macleane againft the {mall gate. . 


Several were killed before Fifcher’s divifion had mounted, and got 
pofteffion of the Cameleon ; when, having waited until Yorke’s came 
up, they turned and advanced along the rampart to the left, to 
get poffeffion of the {mall gate.. There was a handy gun, with 


its ammunition, on the Cameleon, which Captain. Yorke, on the > 
fuggeftion of Captain Moran, who difcovered it, ordered the gun- 


ners to turn and fire along the rampart towards the found, and in- 
the mean time prepared his divifion to follow the fame direétion, as* 
foon as a number of Sepoys fufficient to maintain the baftion were 
come up the breach; but, juft as he was fetting off, he perceived 
a line of Sepoys coming along in the way below, between the foot 
of the rampart and the buildings of the town: they were fent to 
reinforce the Cameleon from the arfenal near the found, where 
Mr. Conflans continued waiting the event with the grenadier com- 
pany and other troops. Yorke immediately ran down, and feiz- 

ing 
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jag the French officer at the head of the Sepoys, bid him order them 
to lay.down their arms and furrender, which they obeyed with little 
reluctance, and were fent up to the baftion. Yorke, having ob- 
ferved that the way below was free from interruption, and much 
broader than the rampart above, refolved to march along it, to get 
poffeffion of the reft of the defences allotted to his attack; his divi- f 
fion accordingly came down, excepting a few left with the prifo- 
ners, and the artillery-men with the gun. ‘The guard of the next 
baftion, St. John’s, had fheltered themfelves within the angles, from s 
the infilade of the gun; they were 20 Europeans, and more Se- P; 
poys, who, as foon as Yorke’s divifion came under the baftion, ad- 
vanced to the edge of the rampart, fired down upon them, which 
killed feveral and. wounded more, and then cried out, that they 
would furrender.. Captain Yorke generoufly {pared the return of their 
fire: their arms were gathered, and they were conducted by a party 
to the Cameleon, where the Sepoys were in referve, who reinforced 
the party, which was pofted to fecure the St. John’s. The di- 
vifion then marched on, and when under the Dutch baftion, re- 
ceived the fire of the guard, {cattered indeed, but with equal iniquity 
followed by the immediate offer of furrender, which was accepted 
with the fame humanity as before, and the baftion and men {ecured 
by parties from the divifion, and the referve. Thefe interruptions 
had allowed the divifion time to think and expect more, and many 
fhewed much unwillingnefs to go on; for darknefs covers fhame; 
however, they yielded to the threats and exhortations of Captain 
Yorke ; but had not advanced many paces beyond the Dutch baftion, 
before they pafled a fmall brick building clofe to the rampart, which 
- curiofity led fome to examine. It was an expenfe magazine of 
ammunition, and one unluckily cried- out, a mine: this word 
ftruck the whole divifion with terror, and all inftantly ran back- 
to the Cameleon (the officers accompanying to reclaim them), and 
Captain Yorke, who marched at the head, was left alone, with only 
two drummers, who were black boys, beating the grenadiers march, 
which they continued, but in vain, for none rejoined; on which 
Captain Yorke went back, and found all his men in much confufion 
4 . at 
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at the baftion, fome even propofing to go out of the breach and 

quit the fort. Severity was inftantly neceflary, and Captain Yorke, 

as foon as on the baftion, threatened to put the firft man to death 

who offered to come near the breach; on which fome of the fol- 
diers who had ferved with him in Adlercron’s regiment, and en- 
lifted in the Company’s fervice, cried out that their commander 
was ill ufed, and offered to follow him wherefoever he pleafed: 

their number immediately encreafed to 36, with whom he marched 
off, leaving the reft to follow, as the officers could bring them 
on. The ai of this interruption, joined to the preceding, had 
given the French officer at the next baftion, the François, which 
ftands on the. edge of the found, time to get down a gun loaded 
with grape-fhot and to point it up the way he party was coming ; 
it fired when they were within a few yards, and with great exe- 
cution, killing feveral and wounding fixteen. Captain Yorke fell, 
with a ball through each of his thighs, and each of the black 
drummers was killed dead at his fide. This havock, however, 
did not difcourage the reft from bringing off their Captain, 
whom they carried to the Cameleon; and the guards, pofted 
in the St. Jean and Dutch baftions, not difmayed, kept their ground, 
waiting the event. 

During thefe efforts of the left divifion, the right, commanded 
by Captain Fifcher, was advancing from the Cameleon to the right, 
but along the rampart. ‘The next, which is the fmall gate, was 
not in complete repair; and the Sepoys with Macleane were at- 
tempting to {cramble up it, which, with the approach of Fifcher’s 
divifion, drove the guard away to the next baftion, called the 
Church-yard, from which they fired continually, but without order, 
as the divifion approached ; and when near, afked quarter, which was 
granted. 

Colonel Forde continued with the referve on the baftion of St. 
Jean, iffuing the neceflary orders, according to the reports from both 
divifions. The prifoners as faft as taken were brought to him there, 
and he fent them, as they came, down the breach, into the ditch, 
where they were guarded as well as the night permitted by a proper 
VoL. IL. Ree number 
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‘number of Sepoys, threatening at the point of bayonet to kill the 
firft that moved; but very few of them ventured any difturbance, 
The Rajah’s troops had for fome time begun their attack on the 
ravelin on the caufeway, and, if nothing more, with all the din and 
clamour they could make; but the fire of the falfe attack with Cap- 
tain Knox continually diminifhed ; as having begun earlier, they 
had expended moft of their ammunition, although, finding the ene- 
my prepared in this quarter, they only fired acrofs without ven- 
turing to pafs the quagmire. However, this attack kept fome of the 
garrifon from the more material fervice againft the real, and the Ra- 
jah’s prevented the guard at the ravelin from returning into the fort, 
which they ought to have done, as being of little ufe without the 
-walls, whilft the body of the place was in inftant danger. But the 
feparation of the main attack into two divifions, confounded the 
defence much more than the attacks without. Mr. Conflans, not 
knowing what to do, kept at his houfe near the Sound, continually 
receiving meflages magnifying the danger, and fending orders which 
new reports continually induced him to contradict. 

The parade of the fort was under the baftion of the great gate, 
and as this is the ufual place of rendezvous on alarm, moft of the 
troops and officers who remained willing to continue the defence, 
whether driven from their pofts, or wanting immediate orders, re- 
paired hither, and had joined the guard of the baftion above, before 
Fifcher’s divifion was ready to advance from that of the church-yard. 
Near 100 were affembled, but their fire was ill directed, beginning 
too early, before the divifion was fufficiently near, which pre- 
ferved theirs, and only giving that of the firft platoon, rufhed on, 
and foon cleared the baftion. Fifcher immediately fent down to fecure 
the gate below, which fhut out the troops on the ravelin, and prevent- 
ed the efcape of any from within. Whilft the divifion was getting 
into order to proceed again, appeared Captain Callender, no one knew 
from whence, and taking the command, marched at their head to- 

oa wards the next baftion, called the Pettah, from which came {catter- 
ing fhot, fcarcely more than one at a time, and the laft that drop- 
ped, thot Callender dead; immediately after which the fire of the 
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garrifon in all other parts of the fort ceafed, and foon after came-a 

meflage from Colonel Forde, ordering Fifcher’s divifion to ceafe like- 

wife, as Mr. Conflans had furrendered. He had fent a meflage to 
Colonel Forde, offering to capitulate on honourable terms ; to which 
Forde anfwered, that he would give none, but at difcretion, nor 
even this, but would put every man to the fword, if the leaft re- 
fiftance continued from any part of the garrifon, and all did not 
immediately furrender themfelves prifoners. 

On the return of the officer, Mr. Conflans fent orders round for 
the troops to quit their arms, and repair to his quarters at the 
arfenal, which is a fpacious enclofure. As foon as all was quiet, the 
Englifh troops affembled on the parade, under the baftion of the 
gateway ; and 100 Europeans, with two guns, and two companies 
of Sepoys, were detached to remain on guard over the prifoners 
until the morning; when, whatfoever troops were at the ravelin, 
and the battery at the inlet, and had not efcaped, came into the fort, 
to become prifoners with the reft of the garrifon. The whole number 
exceeded thofe to whom they had furrendered, being 500 Europeans, 
of whom 100 were either officers or inhabitants of better condition, 
and 2537 either Coffrees, Topafles, or Sepoys. Of the affailants, 
22 Europeans were killed, amongft them the Captains Callender and 
Mollitore, and 62 wounded. The Sepoys, who behaved with equal 
gallantry’ as the Europeans, as well in the real, as at the falfe attacks, 
had about 50 killed, and 150 wounded. ‘The Rajah’s people like- 
wife fuftered more than was expected from them; but nothing in 
proportion to the Englifh troops. The fort was furnifhed with. 120 
pieces of cannon, and abundance of military ftores. The plunder 
of other effe&s was likewife valuable; and all that was not mer- 
chandize was given back to the prifoners ; half the reft was divided 
amongft the Englifh army, and the other half referved for them 
according to the promife they had received. a 

The improbability of the attempt was the principal caufe of its 
faccef3, for the garrifon from the beginning had regarded the fiege 
with mockery, and, being in daily expection of the arrival of a body 
of troops which were coming by fea from Pondicherry, had con- 
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certed, that the army of obfervation, joined by this reinforcement, 


and a great detachment, if not the whole of Salabadjing’s army, 
fhould then furround and attack the Englifh army, which they re- 
prefented to themfelves as involved in impending and inevitable de- 
{truction ; and indeed, if thefe efforts had been made by Salabadjing’ s 
army, and the French troops abroad, without waiting for- the rein- 
forcement, the Englifh army could not have kept their ground, fince 
the Rajah, with all his troops, would certainly have run away, and 
the enemy’s horfe, among{ft whom were many Morattoes, would 
have cut off all provifions,. and harraffed every motion : nor could 
they have made the embarkation, to efcape by fea, without abandon- 
ing all the ftores and artillery. 
The miniftry of Salabadjing were therefore not more fur prized, 

than vexed, at the lofs of the place, becaufe, confcious that it might 
have been prevented by the activity they had neglected to exert. 


= They held councils with the French commander of the army of ob- 


fervation, and determined ftill to wait for the reinforcement; when 
they expected at leaft to reduce the Englifh to compound for their 
retreat by the furrender of Mafulipatam. ‘The Rajah Anunderauze, 
divining what might happen, propofed to return to his own country, 
as foon as the place was taken; and Colonel Forde, from utter 
_contempt of his charaéter, made no objections to his departure ; he 
marched away with all the Indian forces on the 12th, to regain the 
Godaveri ; and, by hafty marches, was, in two days, out of the 
reach of purfuit. l 
Early in the morning of the 15th appeared two fhips, ftanding: 
into the road, under French colours. The commander of the 
Hardwicke, Samfon, was afhore embarking prifoners, of whom. 
he had already received 40 on board: but hie brother, who was the 


chief mate, immediately weighed, and got to windward of the- 


ftrange fhips ; on which, the largeft anchored in the road, as did the 
Hardwicke at a diftance ; but the other ftill plying up, the Hard- 
wicke weighed again, as did the largeft fhip, and the wind having» 
changed, both of the enemy’s pi down, with a fair fail: in the 


mean time, Captain Samfon, with eight gunners lent from the army, 
got 
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got on board, and determining not to run, before he had tried the 

{trength of the fhips, waited to exchange a broadfide, which difcover- 

ing them to be ftouter than his own, he again hauled the wind, and 
working more dexteroufly got again out of their reach, but con- 
tinued in the offing. - The two French fhips anchored again in the 
road, and in the night fent a catamaran, which they had brought 
with them, on fhore, with letters to Mr. Conflans, fignifying, that 
they were the Harlem and Briftol from Pondicherry, with 300 
troops Europeans and Topafies, befides the crews : they were the aid 
of which advices had been received before.. No anfwer being re- 
turned, they fufpeted the lofs of the place, and early the next morn- 
ing ftood out again: after the Hardwicke, which bore away for 

~ Bengal, and before noon/all three were out of fight. 

The army of Salabadjing was at this time within 15 miles of 
Mafulipatam ; and imagining, that the French fhips would return. 
to land the troops, fent forward all the Morattoes towards the fhore.. 
Colonel Forde, notwithftanding the great number of prifoners which. 
were to be guarded, divided his force, and, leaving half in the fort to 
take care of them, encamped with the other on the ground he had 
occupied before. This countenance kept the Morattoes out of can- 
non-fhot, but they burnt and flew all around for feveral days ; when 
Salabadjing, feeing no probability of retaking Mafulipatam, began 
to treat in earneft ; and Colonel Forde went to his camp, and was re~ 
ceived with much attention. > 

But another motive of equal weight concurred to induce, this 
change in Salabadjing’s difpofition towards the Englifh. Some ac- 
count of the aflaflination of Mr. Buffy’s Duan, and of Nizamally’s. 
flight to Brampour, had reached Bengal before the departure of the 


prefent expedition ; and Clive, judging that the atrocity of the in- 


jury which Nizamally had committed would carry his deteftation 
of the French nation beyond the reach or with of reconciliation,, 
wrote letters to. him, requefting his affiftance to the army with 
Colonel Forde in exterminating the French out of the provinces they 
had difmembered from the fovereignty of the Decan. Colonel Forde: 
difpatched thefe letters, with his own to the fame purport, and Ni-- 
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THe War oF CoroMANDEL. Book Xf, 
zamally had td them: whether they contributed to influence his 


‘fied that Salabadjing was marching againft the Englith army to 
Mafulipatam, he took ‘the field with ans own from Aurengabad, 
‘advancing towards Hyderabad, and giving out, that he intended to 
‘reform the adminiftration.. The news of his intentions, which pre- 
‘ceded the advices of his march, alarmed Salabadjing for the prefer- 


vation of Hyderabad itfelf, and made him not only anxious to return © 


thither as foon as poflible, but defirous of being accompanied by a 
body of Englifh troops ; fearing, that if he entertained the French 
army of obfervation, all reconciliation with his brother Nizamally 
would ‘be precluded. Neverthelefs the influence which the com- 
mander of thefe troops had gained over his brother Baflalutjung, 
who managed the moft important affairs of the government, de- 
layed the execution of his treaty with Colonel Forde until the r2th 
of May, on which day it was figned, and delivered. 

The treaty contifted of four articles. By the firft; The whole 
territory dependant on Mafulipatam, with eight diftriéts, as well 
as the jurifdition over the territory of Nizamapatam, with the 
diftriéts of Codaver and Wacalmannar, were granted to the Englifh 
without the referve of fine or military fervice. By the fecond article, 
eee promifed to oblige the French troops, meaning the army 

of obfervation, to pafs the Kriftna in 15 days; nor, in Faeyr to 
_ permit the nation to have any fettlement in the country of the Deca’ 

~ which this treaty defines to be bounded on the fouth, by the Kriftna ; 
- nor to entertain any French troops in his fervice, nor to give them 
‘affiftance, or ever call them again to his own. By the third, he 
promufed not to call Anunderauze to account for whatfoever he had 
pee out of the governments are to the Eine nor for 


t in al Paes was Esanen to affift, or aive -proteétion to eae 
enemies of the Englith ; ; and by the 4th article, the Englifh engage 


neither to affift, or give prote€tion to his, The territory ceded to 
the 
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_the company extended 80 miles along the fea, and 20 ‘inland, and 


the revenues amounted to 400,000 rupees a year, 

As foon as the treaty was figned, Salabadjing offered Colonel 
Forde a diftri& near Mafulipatam, «as a jaghire or penfion for him- 
felf, if he would accompany him with part of the Englith troops 
againft his brother Nizamaliy. Colonel Forde, with as much 
earneftnefs, requefted his afliftance to take or deftroy the French army 
of obfervation, who were encamped in the neighbourhood, avowedly. 
under the protection of Bafiaulet Jung. Neither fide had the leaft 
inclination to gratify the other, and Salabadjing on the 18th 
marched away in much difguft with the Englith, to whom he had 
confirmed, without any reciprocal benefit, the moft advantageous 
acquifition of its extent, they could wifh to gain, with the view of: 
maintaining, on the whole coaft of Coromandel from Ganjam to 


Cape Comorin. The body of French troops croffed the Kriftna, © 


but marched to the weftward, in confequence of affurances from 
Baffaulet Jung to take them into his fervice, when. he fhould return 
from Hyderabad to his. own government of Adoni. The Prefi-- 
dency of Madrafs confidered Mafulipatam as dependant on their au- 
thority, and. appointed Mr. Andrews, with a council, to manage 


the revenue and trade:. and Colonel. Forde remained there with the- 


troops, in expectation of orders for his future proceedings from the 
Prefidency of Bengal. 


Mr. Lally, with the French army, was in full march after the 


Englith, when he received the news at Trivatore that they had taken : 


Conjeveram, on-which he halted ; but fent forward the partizan Lam- 
bert, with the body of troops he commanded apart from the army, 
who pofted themfelves feven miles from the Englifh, in the road to. 
Arcot, in order to prevent the incurfions of their cavalry into thofe 
diftri€ts ; but the Englifh army had no intention to ravage a country 
they intended to recover. Lambert’s party confifted of 300 either 
Topafles or Europeans, unfit for the regular battalions, about 700 
Sepoys; and 200 horfe. They. had been detached whilft the two 
armies fome time before were facing one another at Conjeveram, to 
retaliate on Kiftnarow, the Killidar of Thiagar, the ravages he 
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had comimitted in the adjacencies of Pondicherry, and to retake the 
forts which he’and Mahomed Ifloof had reduced whilft the French 
army were preparing on the other fide of the Paliar, to attack 
“Madrafs. In the middle of March, he fet down before Elavana- 
“fore, which Kiftnarow, leaving his rock of Thiagar, refolved to 
defend in perfon; continual Gr (hes pafled between them for 
ten days, when Lambert, feeing no probability of taking the 
place with battering cannon, of which he had nine, marened 
away, and fet down before Trivatore; where likewife were {ome 
Sepoys left by Mahomed Ifloof, and fome of Kiftnarow’s, who were 
very near furrendering, when Lambert, with his whole detach- 
“ment, was recalled. to ihe main army ; which on the rgth advanced 
“to Covrepauk, where they took up their quarters, {till keeping 
Lambert’s party between them and the Englifh, which continued 
at Conjeveram, and threw up redoubts in their front, and on their 
flanks. : 
= Soon after the detachment of Gopaulrow’s Morattoes had taken 
-pofiefiion of Tripetti, he received orders from Balagerow at Poni, 
‘to return and join him there without delay; left he fhould be. 
“ftopped by the floods of the Kriftna, which fwells in May. He ac- 
‘cordingly recalled all his parties, excepting a {mall detachment 
left to guard Tripetti, under the command of an officer named 
Narrain Sauftry, and the main body marched away from the paffes 
of Damalcherri, in the beginning of April. At the fame time, 
- Abdulwahab, the Nabob’s brother, was permitted to return, with 
his troops, to Chandergerry ; from whence he fent them againft 
Tripetty, of which they got pofleffion after a flight refiftance : 
he then requefted the Prefidency to grant him the Sin of the pa- 
goda; but as his rank exempted him from controul, the Prefi- 
dency let it to the fame renters as were holding it when taken by 
the French, by whom pay had likewife been continued in the 
“management. 
Thr e companies of Sepoys fent from Tritchinopoly joined Kiftna- 


‘row {oon z after Lambert’s party was recalled from thefouth, with whom 


and his c own troops ‘Kiftnarow immediately took the field again, and 
ravaged 
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ravaged as far as Trivadi, within 14 miles of Pondicherry, and 
from thence to Cuddalore, where, fince the redudtion of Fort St. 
David, the French kept a garrifon. Some bad troops were fent 
from both, and the adjacent diftricts, to oppofe him, and having 
amongft them 30 Europeans, and he none, excepting the ferjeants 
of the:Sepoys, the enemy attacked him with confidence, and were 
decifively beaten. Ten of their Europeans, and a great number of 
their country troops, were killed. Of the Englith Sepoys 30, and 
nine of Kiftnarow’s people; but the enemy left behind them 
three pieces of cannon, a tumbril, and 30 barrels of ammunition, 
which he carried away in triumph to Thiagar; and from thence 
fent back the Englifh Sepoys to Tritchinopoly. This fuccefs was 
gained in the beginning of May. 

A few days after the reduction of Conjeveram, intelligence was 
received, that the garrifon of Sepoys at Palamcotah, in the country 


of Tinivelly, had ventured to ftand an engagement in the field 


againft Maphuze Khan and the Pulitaver, joined by moft of the other 
Polygars, and, although. the enemy quitted the field, fo many of 
the Sepoys were killed and wounded, that the garrifon could no 
longer appear out of the fort. It had before been refolved to fend 
Mahomed Iffoof into the fouthern countries, as foon as the army in 
the field could be diminifhed without rifque ; of which, the caution 
of the French army at Covrepauk to avoid even the chance of fkir- 


mifhes, and the departure of the Morattoes with Gopaulrow, who 


might have joined them, no longer left any apprehenfions. The 
troops of Tanjore and Tondiman were therefore ordered to return, 
with Mahomed Iffoof’s detachment, and the whole body were to pafs 
by Vicravandi and T rivadi, in order to aflift Kiftnarow in ravaging 
the French diftri&s in the way. They fet out together on the 26th 
of April: the detachment with -Mahomed Iffoof was fix companies 
of Sepoys, 60 of the horfe, and fix of the European gunners he 
broughe with him, and two field-pieces: the Tanjorines were 300 
horfe, and Tondiman’s troops 259, with ï roo colleries. After the 
frt day’s march, the troops of “Tanjore and Tondiman declared 
they would not expofe themfelves to the rifque of paling through 
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1759. the enemy’s diftriéts, nor of crofling the Coleroon near them. Ma- 
En homed Ificof, impatient to arrive at his deftination, yielded to, if . 
he did not fuggeft, their repugnance, and confented to go the way 
they chofe. Accordingly, they all quitted the ftreight road to the 
fouth, and ftriking to the weft, pafled by Arnee, and entered the 
mountains about nine miles fouth of Veclore: then continuing” 
along the Valley of Vaniambady, they came out at another pafs: 
near Tricalore, and burning feven or eight villages under that fort: 
which were held by the French renters, they ee at Thiagar 
on the 8th of May, where Kiftnarow was returned from his ex- 
eurfion to Trivadi. The Tanjorines and Tondimans, thinking the 
reft of the’ country from Thiagar fafe, proceeded home more like 
travellers than troops : but Mahomed Ifloof’s detachment marched 
on in regular order to Tritchinopoly, where they arrived on the 
14th; and, on the 16th, having taken leave of the Nabob, he con- 
tinued his march to Madura. 
Nothing could teftify more confidence than the difmiflion of 
fuch a number of troops in the face of the enemy: Their diftrefles 
for every kind of fupply, and for want even of their pay, after they 
arrived at Covrepauk, deterred Mr.. Lally from trufting their good- 
will in action, until he could fatisfy their complaints. For this 
purpofe, he went to Arcot, and, having detected various frauds in 
the management of the Amuldar or renter, who farmed the diftris,. 
fined him 40,000 rupees ; and he received 10,000 from Mortizally 
of Velore, with the promife of fome provifions, to: refrain from 
molefting his domain. But before he had procured thefe aids, he 
received news, that the Englifh fquadron, confifting of nine fail of 
the line, and three frigates, had arrived on the 28th of April at 
Negapatam, from Bombay. ‘Their appearance, whilft the French 
army was at fach a diftance, alarmed the garrifon at Karical, and 
ven Pondicherry itfelf; but. not Mr.Lally, who, on the contrary, 
t tho ght it requifite to thew better countenance, and, having fatis- 
ed > ediate wants with the money he had obtained, marched 
“en the | oth of May with the whole army from Covrepauk, and en- 
camped 
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camped the next day at Balchitty’s Choultry, feven miles to the 
weft of Conjeveram. The fituation they chofe was ftrong, and 
the -country being quite level, the advanced guards- of the two 
armies were in fight of each other. 

An exchange of prifoners had been fome time before agreed on, 
and 100 of thofe taken at Fort. St. David arrived at Chinglapett 
from Pondicherry on the 6th, which enabled the prefidency of Ma- 
drafs to reinforce their army with that number, although. of other 
Kuropeans; but the French could not immediately receive an equal 
advantage, becaufe their prifoners were releafed from Tritchinopoly, 
and had to march from thence to Pondicherry. Colonel Brereton fell 
at this time dangeroufly ill, and with much regret was obliged to be 
carried into Madrafs, when the command devolved to Colonel Mon- 
fon, the next officer in the king’s regiment, who immediately made 
preparations, and on three fucceflive days, from the rath to the 
sth, drew the army out of the lines, offering the enemy battle in 
the plain; but the ground of their encampment was too {trong to 
be attacked by an equal force. By this time, the refources of money 
and provifions which Mr. Lally had lately procured were nearly ex- 


haufted, and the foldiery renewed their complaints, which moft of . 


the officers, from perfonal hatred to himfelf, were little folicitous 
to reprefs. Knowing their difcontent, he would not venture the 
battle he otherwife wifhed, (for he was always brave and impetuous, 
and had 2000 Europeans in the field,) before he had tried how far 
their prejudices might influence their duty: and made feveral mo- 
tions, tending to no great confequence, which convinced him, that, 
in their prefent mood, they would not fight with ardour under his 
command. The Englith army, ignorant of the motives, were much 
furprized to fee the whole of the French quitting their encamp- 
ment on the rsth, and in March towards Trivatore. From hence 
they were difpofed into different cantonments. Parties were fent to 
Arcot, Covrepauk, and Carangoly, 200 Europeans to Chittapet, 400 
with the field artillery to Vandiwafh; 1200, with roo European 


_horfe, marched to Pondicherry, whither Mr. Lally likewile went, 
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refoved not to meet the Englifh again in force, until the arrival of 
the French {guadron, which was daily expected with reinforcements. 
On the 28th, the Englifh army was diftributed into cantonments 
at Chinglapett, Ghajeverun) Tri-Permadore, and Muflewack, which, 
with the forts of Pondamaleée and ‘Tripafiore, formed a barrier from 
the river Paliar to Pulicate. The French had fome time before 
withdrawn their troops from Sadrafs, and reftored the fort and’ town 
to the Dutch. 

Thus ended this campaign, after it had lafted 100 days, during 
which of © or 10,000 men in arms, not five were killed. But the 
principal objet of both fides was to protect their refpective territory, 
and not to rifque an engagement without pofitive adve antage, which 
neither gave. 

Mr. Laliy carried with him to Pondichery more refentment than 
ever againft the governor, the council, and all who were employed 
in the civil adminiftration of the company’s affairs; imputing to 
their malverfations all the obftacles and impediments which ob- 
{tructed the fuccefs of his arms. The council, he alledged, received 
prefents from the renters of all the diftriéts, who, emboldened by 
the knowledge of their peculations, continually evaded the regular 
payments, or infifted on remiffions in the terms of their leafes: and 
whilft the public treafury was thus difappointed or defrauded of its 
incomes, its iffues he infifted were fquandered with equal prodiga- 
lity, becaufe the council and their dependants held fhares in all the 
fupplies for the public fervice, whether in the camp or city. Some- 

thing of thefe accufations might be true; but Mr. De Leyrit, the 
governor, was a man of diftinguifhed moderation and equity ; and 
other members of the council were likewife men of worth, fuperior 
to fuch practices ; but all who were not, {heltered their own cha- 
raéters under the public difbelief of the calumnies againft thofe who 
were guiltlefs of the delinquencies imputed to den: > and all know-. 
ing Mr. Lally’s averfion to Mr. Buffy, who had remained ill at 
Pondicherry fince the fiege of Madrafs, paid particular court to his 
perfon and charaéter, and continually exprefled their regrets at the 
indifcretion of the miniftry in France appointing Mr. Lally to the 
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fupreme command in India, when they had it in their powerto 17 59: 
have employed an officer of fuch approved and fuccetsful fervices as 
Mr. Bufly. > 

As foon as the main body of the French army arrived at Pondi- 
cherry, 60 Europeans were fent to Karical; againft which place, 
from its diftance and fituation on the- fea-fhore, although a regular 
fortification, Mr. Lally always apprehended a defcent from the Eng- 
lifh fquadron. Another party was prepared to attack Kiftnarow, 
whofe ravages had greatly impaired the revenues expected from the 
adjacent diftricts; but did not take the field until the 24th, which 
gave time to Captain Jofeph Smith, at Tritchinopoly, to fend three- 
companies of Sepoys, under the command of Hunterman, the fer- 
jeant-major of the garrifon, who arrived at Thiagar before the: 
French ‘party ; which thereupon returned to Trivadi: where they 
remained waiting for detachments until they were ftrengthened to 
200. Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, 40 huffars, 500 black horfe, and 
eight guns, and were likewife joined by the matchlocks and peons 
of the French diftricts : when, by forced marches they fuddenly in- 
vetted Elavanafore on the 5th of July; and took it by aflault on the 
rith. Kiftnarow himfelf was in Thiagar ; his gallantry, and the- 
importance of the place, which protected all the diftnés fouthward ! 
towards Tritchinopoly, determined Captain Smith to make an effort 


w 
July. 


ill afford. Forty Europeans, with three guns, and fix companies 
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of Sepoys, marched under the command of Lieutenant Raillard, a. 7 
Swifs, and before they reached Volcondah were joined by "OOo 4 
horfe, which the Nabob had levied fince his arrival at Tritchinopoly, žy | ; 
intending to employ them in the Madura and Tinivelly COREE 
which he expected would have been left to his management. k t= : 
narow, on hearing of the march of Raillard’s detachment, came out = 
of Thiagar with all his horfe, and fome.Sepoys, in the night of — a 
the r2th, and the next day joined him at Volcondah. Serjeant ty 
Hunterman, with the reft of the three companies of Sepoys he haq d 
brought, and what foot Kiftnarow ufually kept in ‘Dhiapar tej eee i 
mained to defend it, until his return with the reinforcement. At P. bsa i 
break . ai 
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break of day on the 14th, the whole body of the French troops, 
now commanded by the Vifcount Fumel, who had made a forced 
march in the night from Elavanafore, appeared before the pettah at 
the bottom of the rock, and invefting it on every fide on the plain, 
brought two guns againft the two oppofite gates on the north and 
fouth, and difpofed two parties to efcalade in other places. The 
fight was every where fharp; both the efcalades and the attack on 
the north gate were repulfed ; but after two hours, the enemy forced 
the other, and brought their guns into the town, and Hunterman, 
fall unwilling to give up, had nearly been cut off in his retreat to 
the gateway of the paffage leading up to the fort above, which he 


. however gained, having loft one third of his Sepoys; but the enemy 


more, having 200 of theirs, and thirty Europeans, killed and wound- 
ed. They had fearcely difpofed their guards, when their {couts 
brought word, that the troops with Ralliard and Kiftnarow were 
approaching, and were within a few miles; on which, Fumel, with 
the impetuofity of his nation on fuccefs, marched out with moft of 
the troops, but without the field-pieces ; and met the Englith, who 
were advancing faft on the plain within two miles from the fort. 
Ralliard, thinking the advantage of his two field-pieces greater than 
it really was, halted his line to cannonade, which the enemy ftood; 
and, inftead of coming on as Ralliard expefted, waited till their 
own, which were five, came up, when they fired amongft the Na- 
bob’s cavalry, and knocked down feveral; on which the whole of 
this daftardly body went off, and left the infantry unflanked. Ral- 
liard and Kiftnarow were in this inftant riding towards the cavalry, 
„to lead them up to the enemy’s; and, hurried by vexation, followed 
in hopes of rallying them, and left the infantry without command; 
againft whom the enemy, feeing the horfe going off, advanced to 
the pufh of bayonet. There was, not far in.the rear of the Englith 
dine, a village, in which the oxen with the ammunition and the ftores 
were waiting; and the gunners, thinking it a fafe {tation to fecure 


_ the field-pieces, turned, and began to draw them off as faft as they 


coutd, thinking they fhould be covered by the reft of the infantry ; 


- who, confufed by thefe various appearances of terror in others, took 


5 panic 
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panic themfelyes, and broke, before the enemy’s Europeans were at 1759- 
their breafts; and all inftantiy fell under the fabres of their black 
cavalry : meanwhile the exhortations of Ralliard and Kiftnarow were 
vain to retain the Nabob’s, who went off on the full gallop in the 
road to T'ritchinopoly. All the Europeans were killed, or made pri- 
foners: all the Sepoys threw down their arms, and iuffered more,. 
as the enemy did not think them worth taking, and only 200 of them. 
got back to Tritchinopoly. Kiftnarow, feeing all loft, followed the “- 
Nabob’s cavalry; Ralliard rode back to the enemy, difcharged his 
piftols at the firft he met, and then galloped out of their reach. He 
was afterwards found dead five miles. from the field of action; his. 
head and breaft bruifed with violent ftrokes of his piftol, under which 
he is fuppofed, as he had neither cartridges nor fword, to have cx- 
pired, and to have infiicted this fevere, but needlefs execution on 
himfelf, to avoid the difgrace of his defeat. ‘The enemy returned to 
Thiagar, and fummoned Kiftnarow’s officer in the upper fort to fur- 
render, who, encouraged by Serjeant Hunterman, refufed; which 
obliged them to fend to Chittapet and Vandiwath, for three mortars,. 
and more Europeans. They fired and bombarded the rock until the 
25th; when Hunterman, having nearly expended all the ammuni-. 
tion, capitulated to 6co Europeans, and obtained honourable terms. 
for the whole garrifon, Kiftnarow’s people as well as the Englith 
Sepoys ; all being permitted to march away with their arms, their 
perfons without fearch, their baggage on oxen, and under an. efcort. ; 
Wa ` of French troops to the diftance they chofe: the artillery only ex- 
cepted. The gallantry of Hunterman was rewarded with an en-. 


july- 
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fign’s commiffion. ani 
Nothing of confequence had paffed. between the two armies fince . 
they went into cantonments, except reciprocal excurfions of {mall 
parties to drive off cattle, of which the Englith collected 5 or 6000... 
The French garrifon in the fort of Arcot confifted: of 60 Europeans | ; 
and fix companies of Sepoys; and being as ill paid as the reft of the 3 
troops, the Sepoys made overtures to Colonel Menfon,. profering 
to deliver up the fort for a. rewardin money. At the fame oe 
Kellidar of Covrepauk, in which were only ten Europeans, and h 
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1759- of Timery, who had none, offered likewife to fell their forts. 'Ti- 
——— mery, from its diftance, was not deemed worth the purchate ; but 
the reputation of Arcot, and the communication with it by Covre- 
pauk, induced the prefidency to accept the terms of thefe forts, al- 
„though coftly. But the Sepoys at Arcot, when the day of execu- 
«tion approached, confefled that they could not fucceed; and a few 
days after 200 Europeans were fent into the fort from Vandiwath, 
„but not, as it feemed, from any fufpicion of the plot. However, 
„their march {topped the bargain with Covrepauk. 

Narrain Sauftry, the Morattoe officer, whom Abdulwahad had 
driven from Tripetty, took up his refidence in Carcambaddy, a 
town in the hills, 15 miles diftant, belonging toa petty Polygar, fub- 
ject to a greater called the Matlaver, with whofe affiftance he raifed 
forces, moftly {fuch as were to be found in thofe wilds ; and in the 
-night of the 3oth of June, by a bye-path in the mountain of Tri- 
petty, got poffeffion of the temple on the fummit. The troops 
‚maintained by the renter, and two companies of Sepoys with Enfign 
` Wilcox, were in the town below, which commands the ufual path 

of the pilgrims to the pagoda. Narrain Sauftry therefore waited for 
another force, which the Matlaver was to fend ; when one from the 

rock, andthe other from the plain, were to furprize the town. 

They accordingly made the attack on the gth of July at four in the 
‘morning ; and, after {kirmifhing an hour, were beaten off, with the 

lofs of 20 men killed and wounded ; but the Morattoes {till kept 
pofleffion of the pagoda. A few days after, the town was rein- 

-forced by the prefidency of Madrafs, with three companies of Sepoys, 

1 5 Europeans, and a {mall gun. None but Indians, and they of 
he better cafts, are permitted to afcend the hill on which the pagoda 


dden Aa forbidden feet, all the virtue of the pagoda in ron re- 


he ee: were amen excluded. The renter 
Ë  mlever thel efs 
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ft ads ; for the Bramins pretend, that if the fummit fhould be - 
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neverthelefs, with the 80 Sepoys, and his peons and matchlocks, 
in all not exceeding 500 men, ventured to attack the enemy in pot 
feffion of the pagoda, and was repulfed with lofs; but the blood thed 
in the attack did not unfandtify the pagoda. 

In the latter part of June, three of the ufual fhips arrived from 
England, with 200 recruits, fent by the Company; and brought 
intelligence, that the 84th regiment of 1o00 men, in the king’s 
fervice, were coming in other fhips, under the command of Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Coote, the fame officer whom we have feen ferving 
in Bengal with the rank of major ; he was appointed to the com- 
mand of the Company’s troops in Bengal; but with permiffion to 
{top and ferve with his regiment, if more neceffary, on the coaft of 
Coromandel. The fatisfaction arifing from this intelligence was in 
fome meafure impaired by a refolution of the Court of Direétors ; 
who, dazzled by the wealth acquired in Bengal from the revolution of 
Plaffy, and by reprefentations of its fufficiency to fupply their other 
prefidencies, had determined to fend no more treafure to any of them 
until the year 1760; but for every reafon this intelligence was kept 
within the council. 

At this time likewife, 200 Englifh prifoners were received from 
Pondicherry, in exchange for the fame number of French releafed 
at T'ritchinopoly ; but more than one half of the Englifh were fea- 
men, taken in the frigates ftranded at St. David’s, and other veffels ; 
who were immediately fent away to the fquadron, which was cruiz- 
ing to the fouthward. However, thefe additions to the army enabled 
the Prefidency to extend their attention to objects they had been 
obliged to negleét, in order to make head in the adjacencies of 
Madrafs: and 90 Europeans, of whom 20 were invalids, and the 
others not the beft men, were fent to Tritchinopoly, proceeding by 
fea to Negapatam, and from thence through the country of 
‘Tanjore. À 

Three companies of Sepoys had been fent to bring away as many, 
of the French prifoners as they could guard from Mafulipatam. 


As the fea was adverfe, they marched by land, and were joined on _ 
the road by 100 horfe of Nazeabulla’s, from Nelore, They arrived at. 


Vou. II, De EE Mafulipatam 
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Mafulipatam on the rft of June, and on the-15th began their march 
back with 200 of the prifoners; but on the 3d day were recalled by 


Colonel Forde, in confequence of intelligence which threatened’ 


their farther progrefs with danger. 


The Subah Salabadjing, on his return from Mafulipatam, halted * 
within four days of Hyderabad, and commenced a negotiation with. 
his brother Nizamally. An interview enfued, which was followed: 


by a reconciliation, and concluded by the reftoration of Nizamally. 
to the fame extenfive powers in the government of the Decan,,. 


_ which had excited the abRushenfions of Mr. Bufly, and the mortal 


` hatred of both to each other, in the beginning of the preced- 
img year. ‘This revolution in the clan ingen deprived’ Baf- 
faulet Jung, the other brother, of all his power.; which had been con- 
fiderable as Duan, and little controled by the indolence of Sala-. 
badjing. He therefore marched away in feeming difguft with his. 
brothers; but. with moft againft the ableft; and took: with him the 
troops which had formed Conflans’ army of obfervation. They were- 
200 Europeans, and the.2000.Sepoys under the command ‘of. Zul-- 
facar Jung : his own were 1500 good horfe, and s000 foot of va- 
rious. forts, with a train of heavy artillery, They recroffed the’ 
Kriftna, fummoning ackriowledgements, and ‘plundéring the coun- 
try; and when Borgis § detachment, fet out from Mafulipatam, , 
were arrived’ at Condavire, within 50 miles of the road of his march. . 
From hence, Baffaulut Jang, and his principal officers, fent forward“ 
threatening letters to Nazeabulla at Nelore, and the three greater: 
Polygars, < as well as ail’ the leffér ones ieme the Pennar, ordering ` 
them to account for their fhares of the bue with the arrears, due- 
to the throne through the officiality: of the Subah of the Decan, 
by whom Baffaulet Jung pretended he was commiffioned to call them - 
to account ; and; as a more effectual terror, gave out, that he fhould' 
pate Teast: thelr countries, in order to-jom-the French at Arcot: 
Thef ftile of his letters, and ftill more his approach, had deterred- 
; Nee atga as well as the northern Polygars, from giving any aff- 
e the Engliífh in recovering the mountain- of: Tripetti ; 
agh all applied to Madrafs for affiftance to defend themfelves, 
This confternation, was ftrong, when the renter was repulfed in the: 
attack 
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‘attack of the mountain; and, on the news of his ill fuccefs, 200 

of the black horfe, with three companies of Sepoys, were fent Fest 

the army at Conjeveram to Tripaflore, where they would be in 

readinefs either to fuccour the renter, Nazeabullah, the Polygars, or 
to march on to join Bonjour’s detachment, if returning. But this party 
was {carcely arrived at Tripaffore, when the prefidency received intelli- 
gence from Enfign Wilcox, that a detachment of Europeans, Sepoys, 
and horfe, fent from Arcot to Narrain Sauftry, were marching round 
the hills, in order to attack the troops in the town of Tripetti; which 
it they fhould take, the revenues of the approaching feaft in September 
would be ‘loft, and the recovery of the pagoda, refifted by French 
troops, rendered hereafter much more difficult; whereas, in the pre- 
fent ftate, Narrain Sauftry in pofleffion of the mountain, and the 
Englith of the town, neither at leaft could get any thing, excepting 
by a compromife. ‘The importance of this object, and of the other 
concerns in this quarter, determined the prefidency to fend Major 
Calliaud, with 200 Europeans and 300 Sepoys. They arrived at 
Tripetti on the 8th of July; but, as before, the reinforcement: of 
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Scpoys furnifhed few of the right fort to attack the mountain. Cal- | 


liaud therefore marched with the Europeans, four companies of 
Sepoys, and two guns, againft Carcambaddy, the way over hills and 
vallies, covered with wood, but inhabited by a people fit only for 
fkulking’ attacks, although of no contemptible caft, ‘being entitled 
to the pagoda of Tripetti. They fired continually from the thickets 
and covers, and killed and wounded feveral of the line before they 
forced the firtt barrier. At the fecond, Major Calliaud with much 


difficulty got one of the guns upon a rock, which flanked the barrier, _ 


and the firft difcharge, loaded with grape, killed the Polygar and 
feveral of his men, after which the detachment met no farther refif- 
tance. They were feven hours gaining their way, and arrived at three 
in the afternoon at the Polygar’s town ; which they found abandoned, 
burnt it down, and deftroyed the adjoining plantations. The next 
day they returned to Tripetti, and Calliaud thinking the enemy in 
the mountain would be as much difeouraged, as the renter’s people 
were elated by this fuccefs, fent all the fit men of his Sepoys, who, 

etree with 
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with the renter’s, did not exceed fix hundred, although Narrain 
Sauftry had twice as many, to attack the pagoda again ; which the 
enemy, after {kirmifhing three hours, abandoned, and all ran away 
to take fhelter in the hills of Matlaver. Four of the rénter’s men 
were killed, and 20 wounded. Every thing being thus quieted im 
the neighbourhood, and no farther tidings of the French party 
from Arcot, Calliaud fet out on his return on the 18th with alk 
the troops he had brought, excepting ten Europeans, whom he left 
with Wilcox. 

No party of Europeans had marched from Arcot againft Tripetti,, 
and the report arofe from the plundering excurfion of fome Sepoys 
and horfe in the fkirts of Bomerauze’s country, to fecond a demand: 
they were making on him of 60,000 rupees. Neverthelefs the 
advices were fo intirely.credited at Madrafs, that Colonel Brereton,. 
without waiting to advife with the council, ordered Major Monfon 
to move the army from Conjeveram towards. Arcot, as nearer to. 
fuccour whatfoever the enemy might intend to diftrefs. They 
marched on the 5th; and on the 7th in the morning appeared be- 
fore Covrepauk, with two r8 and two rz pounders. This fort is 
{mall,, but well-built of ftone, and has.a wet ditch, which was in 
good order. Colonel Monfon fummoned the officer, more according 
to form, than his own expectation of the anfwer he received, which 
was, that, if the garrifon, whites. and blacks, were permitted to 
retire to Arcot, the foldiers with their knapfacks, and the officers 


- with their effeéts, the gate fhould be immediately delivered : the ca- 


_pitulation was tranfaéted and concluded in lefs than an hour. This. 


eafy fuccefs, for the fort was worthy of breach, gave hopes that the | 


French garrifon of Arcot would not make all the defence they 
might ; and as the fituation was equally near to Tripetti, the army 


advanced, and arrived in the city on the gth. ‘The garrifon fhewed.. 


good countenance, and their artillery was fo fuperior, that -nothing 
could be done, until the Englifh army were fupplied with a train 
from Madrafs, before which the greateft part of the French army 
might arrive from their different cantonments to the relief of Arcot ; 


and for this reafon, Major Monfon, before he received the orders of 
i 3. the 
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the prefidency, marched back to Conjeveram ; but left 400 Euro- 
peans of the Company’s troops in Covrepauk, which fecured the re- 
venues of the country between thefe two ftations. 

Mr. Pococke, waiting for the arrival of the French fquadron, had 
continued with his own to windward of Pondicherry, moftly at 
Negapatam, where they were plentifully fupplied with cattle by 
Captain Jofeph Smith at Tiitchinopoly, who caufed them to be 
driven to the fea-coaft, out of the obfervation of the king of Tanjore. 
In the end of June, a Danith veflel arriving at Tranquebar, reported, 
that 12 fail of French fhips were in the bay of Trincanomaly in 
Ceylon ; on which, the whole {quadrom weighed on the joth, and 
on the 3d of July came off the mouth of that harbour; where: 
they neither faw, nor gained any tidings of, the French fhips. Mr.. 
Pococke then cruized off the Fryar’s Hood, the N.E. headland of 
the ifland, which all veflels coming to the coaft of Coromandel 
at this feafon endeavour to make, and, in this ftation, met five of the 
expected fhips from England, with the firft divifion of Coote’s regi- 
ment, with which he returned, and anchored on the 30th at Nega- 
patam; keeping them in company until the provifions and ftores: 
they had brought for the ufe of his fquadron were taken out.. The 
prefidency received advices of their arrival on the 5th of Auguft, and 
notwithftanding the various wants of men at this time for defence 
and attack on fhore, requefted Mr. Pococke to detain the troops, to- 
ferve with him in the expeéted engagement with the French fqua- 
dron.. Several advices had lately been received, that the Dutch go- 


vernment of Batavia, their capital in the Eaft-Indies, were preparing: 


an armament, which was to fail to. the bay of Bengal; and on the- 
Sth fix fhips.arrived at Negapatam, having left another in the bay 
of Trincanomaly. They had:on board 500 European foldiers, and: 
1500 difciplined Malays, with abundance of military ftores. Various. 
reports. and conjectures. were: formed of the deftination of this force.. 
The Dutch themfélves-gave out, that it was chiefly intended to re- 


inforce their garrifons on the coaft; and their unavowed. emiffaries. - 


reported, that the whole were to aé& as auxiliaries to the Englifh; 
againft the French on. the Coaft of Coromandel. Mr.. Pococke knew: 


3 how. 
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how much the military force in Bengal had been diminifhed by the 
expedition to Mafulipatam, and aeie {uffer by the ufual mortality of 
the climate; and reafoning from the antipathy of the Dutch govern- 
ment to the great (eects! and-power which the Englith had lately ac- 

quired in Bengal, fufpected' that the armament he faw was principally 
haiiti to ee their influence in “that country; and, with the 
{pirit of confiderate gallantry, and zeal for the general fuccefs of the 
public fervice, which on all occafions diftinguifhed his command, 
fent all the troops to Madrafs, recommending, that a part of than 
might be immediately forwarded to Bengal. They were all landed 


by ‘the 25th, and marched in different parties, as foon as refrefhed, to. 


the main body at Conjeveram, where Colonel Brereton, having reco- 
vered from his illnefs, agam took the command. 

A few days after the return of Major Calliaud from Tripetti, the 
‘Polygar of Carcambaddy with his own, and a number of the Mat- 
Javer’s people, began to repair the town ; on which Enfign Wilcox 
marched with the 25 Europeans, 300 of the Sepoys, and an iron 
three-pounder. They were galled the whole way, and obliged to 
force the three barriers in the path; and when they came to the 
open fpot of the town, where they expected no refiftance, met the 
moft, by a- continual fire from the thickets round. Wilcox never- 
thelefs perfifted, and, being aimed at, received at once three mufket- 
balls, and was mortally wounded. On which the troops put him 
into a dooley, and retreated, likewife bringing off the gun. The 
enemy did not follow them earneftly ; fo that the lofs was vainly: three 

‘Europeans killed, and 14 Sepoys wounded.. 
"The French party of Sepoys and black horfe from Arcot, had been 


beaten back by Bomerauze’s people, and lay at Lallapet, near the . 


“mountains, 10 miles N. W. of Arcot, waiting an opportunity of renew- 
-ing their 4neurfion; but were beaten up there on the 26th, by 
ames’ compariies of Sepoys, and the troops of the renter of Covre mg 
fent by Captain Wood, who commanded in the fort. The enemy 
a the firft fire, leaving 70 mufkets, and 17 horfes, and the Se- 
oad s remained to guard the Rey es Teeni from Lallapet into 
Bomerauze’s country. pp ! 
Baflaulet 
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Baffaulet Jung, with his army, had, in this while, continued his 
march from Condavir to the fouth, and,. having paffed Ongole, -at- 
tacked the fort of Pollore, about 30. miles to the north of Nelore 
and the river Pennar, which, although out of the country of Damerla- 
Venkytapah-naigue, was of his-dependance. This fuccefs encreafed 


the fright of all the. three polygars, and of Nazeabulla in Nelore; 


and all renewed: their. applications to Madrafs for immediate affift- 

ance, and the Tripetty renter-was fully perfuaded, that Baffaulet Jung, 

intended to get poffeffion of the pagoda, before the great featt, which 
egins. in the middle of September, and generally produces 20,0001. ; 


and it was known, - that Baflaulet Jung was.im {trict a 


with Pondicherry.. 


To thefe alarms on the north of the province, were addedothers - 


in the fouth. ‘The detachment with Fumel which had taken Thia- 
gar had advanced as far, as Volcondah, where, after many. threats 
and meflages, they had frightened the Kellidar out of 60,000°r upees; 
and, during the negociation, their horfe plundered as far as the 
ftreights of Utatoor.. It,was then reported, that Furnel intended to 
advance with the whole, ‘and take pofleffion: of the ifland of. Sering= 
ham, which would give them all the: country between ‘Thiagar and, 
Tritchinopoly, This detachment could not be oppofed in. time. 
from Madrafs ; becaufe the interjacent - ‘country was under 


the enemy’ s garrifons ; j; and whatfoeyer troops..might. be fent- 
from hence, ‘proceeding. half, way by. fea againft the monfoon, and, 
then through the country of Tanjore, -would- not enter into action. 
in lefs than fix weeks, and then, if fucceisful, would be out of. the. 
reach of recall. 'Tritchinopoly was the neareft {tation to make head. 


againft them; but the whole garrifon would. not, in wae field, have 
Rein equal to the force with Fumel... 

Fortunately, in: this concurrence of perplexities, rie diftrefits and. 
difcontent of the French army had continued as ur gent asever, even 
after the expence of the campaign owas. anaa by their retreat 
ito quarters.. In the beginning of Auguft, the whole of Lally’s re-. 
giment, excepting the ferjeants and ‘corporals, and 50 of the fol- 


diers, mutinied, and ‘marched out of the fort of Chittapét, declar- 


ing, that they would not return to their colours, until they had 
7 ; received 
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officers, by furnifhing their own money, and engaging their honour 
for more, brought them back, excepting 30, who difperfed about the 
country: but this defection, which the caufe exempted from rigorous 
punifhment, fhook the difcipline of the whole a army. 

From this view of circumftances; the Prefidency of Wadai re- 
folved to leave fomething to chance in the extremities, rather than 
diminith the fuperiority, which their force had lately acquired in 
b the center of. the PARCE, by the reinforcements arrived from Eng- 
land, and the enemy’s detachment to the fouthward; and determined to 


employ this advantage immediately againft Vandiwafh, the moft im- 


“= portant of the enemy’s ftations between Madrafs and Pondicherry. 
Accordingly 300 Europeans, with two twelve-pounders, and all the 
ftores neceflary for the attack, were fent to Chinglapett ; but whilft 
on the road, and before the main body had moved from Conjeve- 


ram, arrived the Revenge, on the night of the roth of September, 


with important intelligence from the {quadron. 

The Dutch at Negapatam, pretending that their armament from 
Batavia required the fervice of all their maffoolah boats, would {pare 
none to water the Englifh fhips; to procure which, Mr. Pococke 
failed on the 20th with the fquadron for Trinconamalee, where com- 
mon boats can ply to the fhore. “They anchored there on the 3oth, 
but at the mouth of the harbour; and the Revenge was fent for- 
ward to cruize off the Friar’s Hood. On the 2d of September, at 

ten in the morning, fome fhips were difcovered to the s.e. Soon 
after came down the Revenge, chafed and fired upon by one of the 
ftrangers, which denoted them to be the long-expeéted enemy. The 
. Englith fquadron weighed immediately, and could not get within 
cannon-fhot of them by fun-fet ; but perceived that the number and 
ftrength of the fhips greatly exceeded the force they had met the 
year before. . 
ee D’Aché having left the coaft, as we have feen, on the 3d of 
eptember, arrived, after thirty days fail, at the Hle of France, 
found in the port a reinforcement of three men of war, under 
the command of Mr. D’Eguille, an officer of experience a and reputa- 
s tion, 
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tion. Several of the Company's veflels, but none of force, for enough 

had been fent before, were likewife arrived from France, The crews: 
of all thefe fhips amounted to 5500 men, and all the provifions 

which could bè colleéted in the ifles, or even drawn from Mada- 

gafcar, with the fupplies {ent from Europe, were infufficient to feed 
this multitude, added to the numbers already in the colony, which 
they nearly equalled. Several councils were held on this diftrefs, 
and it was at léngth determined to fend one of the men of war, 
with eight of the Company’s fhips, which would take off between 
3 and 4000 men, tothe Cape of Good Hope, where they were to 
purchafe provifions fufficient for the {quadron in the enfuing voyage, 
and, in the mean time, the crews would be fupported without 
breaking in upon the general ftock. Thefe fhips arrived off the Cape 
‘in the beginning of January; and two of them had the luck to fall 
in with and take the Grantham, an Englifh Eaft-India fhip, dif- 
patched from Madrafs in September. They purchafed, but at a vaft 
expence, a great quantity of grain, wine, and meat, and returned to 
the Ifle of France in April and May; after which, the ftrength of 
four of the Company’s fighting fhips, which had not hitherto 
mounted the number of guns they were built for, were armed to 
the full fecale of their conftruction. Thefe alterations, and other 
equipments, retarded the departure of the {quadron until the 17th 
of July. They went firft to the ifle of Bourbon, and then to Foul- 
point, in the iflaud of Madagafcar, to take in fome rice, and other 
provifions, which had been procured there; and on the 3oth of 
Auguft arrived off Batacola, a port in Ceylon, 60 miles to the fouth 
of Trinconomaly ; where they received intelligence of the Englith 
{quadron, and two days after came in fight of them off Point Pedras, 

The land and fea-winds differing in the fame hours at different dif- 

tances from the fhore, the currents likewife various, {quauls, a fog, 

and contrary courfes whilft feeking each other when out of fight, 
kept them afunder, or out of immediate reach, until the roth of 


September, when they again fell in with one another off Fort St.. 


David. The French, being fartheft out at fea, lay-to in a line of 
battle a-head, their heads to the Eaft. The Englifh having the 
Vou. I. Uuw mind 
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wind came down a breaft, and at two in the afternoon were within 
gun-fhot, when each fhip edged to get into their {tations alongfide of 
their alloted antagonitts. 

The Englith fquadron confifted ef nine fhips of the line, attended 
by a aac the Queenfborough, two of the Company’s fhips, 
and the Protector converted to a fire fhip. ‘The French were rr fail 
of the line, of which four were of the navy of France, and they had 
three frigates under their lee. Difference of failing, and difappointment 
in working, prevented the Englifh from for ming their line with as 
‘much regularity as the enemy, who were waiting for them, drawn 
up in order of battle. 

The French- line was led by the A&tif of 64, one of the King’s 
‘fhips. She was followed by the Minotaur, another of the King’s, 
of 74, in which Mr. D’Aguille: wore the flag of Rear-Admiral, ae 


by each the ftouteft fhip in the {quadron, Ravine in her A tier 


thirty-two-pounders, which in the French weight is equal to 40 
Englith ; then ftood three of the Company’s fhips, the Duc d’Orleans 
of 60, the Saint Louis of 56, and the Vengeur of 64. Thefe five 
formed the van. Mr. D’Aché, in the Zodiaque, hoifted his flag in 
the center, fupported by the Comte de Provence of 74: the four 
others of the rear-divifion were the Duc de Bourgogne, of 56, the 
Hluftre, of 64, the Fortunée of the fame rate as. the Uluftre, and 
the Centaur of 68 ; of which only the Illuftre was a King’s fhip. The 
Elizabeth of 7o led the Englifh line, followed by the Newcaftle of 
70, the Tiger of 66, and the Grafton of 74, in which was Rear-Ad- 
miral Stevens: thefe four were the van. Mr. Pococke, in the 
Yarmouth of 74, was in the center, followed by the Cumberland of 
66, the Salifbury of 56, the Sunderland of 60, and the W eymouth of 
60 clofed the rear. The total battery of the French {quadron ex- 
ceeded the Englifh by 126 guns, and confequently by 63 in a&tion. 
_ The Grafton was the firft {hip up, and whilft aes her broad-. 
fide féll a-breaft of tħe Zodiaque, whom Mr. Pococke, asin the 
two engagements of the laft year, intended to. referve for hiumfelf. 
Mr. D’Aché immediately threw out the fignal ef battle, and began. 
to fire on the Grafton, the firft thot at 15 minutes after two; but 
Mr, Stevens waited for the fignal of his admiral, which did not 
3 appear 
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appear until five minutes after, when the Yarmouth was very near 
and ranged againft the Comte de Provence. The firing then be- 
came general through both lines; but the Sunderland, the laft but 
one of the Englith line, failing very ill, kept back the Weymouth 
behind her. By this mifchance the Salifbury, which was much the 
weakeft fhip, being only of 50 guns, and they only eighteen and 
nine-pounders, ranged, unfupported, againft the Illuftve, and 
fuftained likewife the fire of the Fortunée behind, which the Sun- 
derland fhould have taken up, at leaft in this ftate of the action : 
the confequence was equal to the difparity, and in 15 minutes the 
fall of the Salifbury’s maintopgallant, and then her forefail, obliged 
her to quit the line: but by this time, the Sunderland fhooting a- 
head, engaged the Illuftre. The three fhips of the Englifh van, 
ahead of the Grafton, had luckily fallen foon, and in good order, 
into their ftations, and in lefs than a quarter of an hour, the Actif, 
which was oppofed to the Elizabeth, took fire, which brought the 
crew from the batteries, and the Elizabeth taking advantage of their 
confufion plyed her exceflively, and foon drove her out of the line 
to extinguith the fire: the Elizabeth ftill edging down upon 
her, was ftopped by the Minotaur ftarting forward; which obliged 
her to haul her wind again, and this operation fhot her beyond the 
line of ation. The Newcaftle then took up the Minotaur, although 
a 60 toa 74; and the Tiger, of which the Captain. had been 


blamed in a former engagement, fupported the Newcaftle, by 


taking on herfelf the fire of the two next fhips. The fight between 
thefe five continued with the utmoft violence for 70 minutes; when 
neither the Newcaftle nor Tiger had a fail under command; on 
which Mr. Stevens, who had left the Zodiaque to Mr. Pococke, and 
had beaten the Vengeur out of the line, came between, and feeing 
the two fhips of the French line next beyond the Vengeur much 
crippled, fet forward to engage the Minotaur; and her broad-fide, 
as fhe was paffing on, drove the’St. Louis out of the line. In the 


year, the Sunderland, which had taken up'the Iluftre, was hkewife’ 


attacked by her follower, the Fortunée{ and in ten minutes, 
before fhe had fired three rounds, her maintop-fail fell, and her 
Wares head- 
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head-braces being likewife thot away, her foretop-fail fwung a-back, 
which made her fall a-ftern of both her antagonifts. At ten mi- 
nutes paft three the Count de Provence, which had ftood the Yar- 
mouth, and was afterwards taken up by the Cumberland, likewife 
left the line to refit her rigging, as did the Duke de Bourgogne, 
which had divided her fire between the Cumberland and the Sa- 
lifbury, and received theirs, divided likewife in return. The Wey- 
mouth, by what accident we don’t find, was kept a-{tern in the 
rear; but at three o'clock, the Salifbury came again into the engage- 
ment; and, on the French fide, the Illuftre, feeing the two: fhips 
before her gone, clofed up to the Zodiaque. At four, the only 
fhips engaged were the Minotaur and Duc d’Orleans againft the 
Grafton, the- Zodiaque againft the Yarmouth, the Illuftre againft 
the Cumberland, and the Fortunée and Centaur againft the Sa- 
lifbury and Sunderland. The pilot of the Zodiaque feeing, as he 
thought, the Fortunée and Centaur going off likewile, put the 
helm a-lee without order, and, as Mr. D’Aché was running to 
correét him, a grape fhot carried off the flefh of his thigh, ‘to the 
bone; he fell fenfelefs, amongft four or five who were killed or {truck 
down with him. The captain of the Zodiaque had been killed 
an hour before; and the officer who took the command after Mre- 
D’Aché fell, wore the fhip to rejoin the comrades which had al- 
ready left the line. The Centaur, Illuftre, and Minotaur, think- 
ing fuch was the will of their admiral, wore likewife, and fet {ail 
-to accompany him. The Englith fhips ftill in ation endeavoured to 
follow them, but were foon left out of gun-fhot, and all firing 
ceafed at ten minutes after four. 

In this engagement the rear divifion fuffered much Iefs than 
the van. On board the Weymouth, which clofed the rear, not 
a man was either killed or wounded, and in the Sunderland 
ahead of her, the whole lofs was only two men killed; never- 
thelefs the Centaur, the laft of the enemy’s rear, fuffered as 
much in her mafts and rigging from their fire, as any of the 
other fhips of the French line, who were clofer engaged, and 
her Captain, Surville the elder, was killed. “The Salifbury had 16 
} | kuled, 
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killed, and 40 wounded; the Cumberland 8, and 39; the Yar- 
mouth ro, and 27; the Grafton 13, and 37; the Tiger, which 
fuffered the moft of any, 37, and 140; the Newcaftle 26, and 
6s. The Elizabeth four, and twenty. In all 114 killed, and 
369 wounded. In the Newcaftle, the captain, Michie, an officer 
of diftinguifhed’ gallantry, was killed; as were Mr. Jackfon, the 
firft lieutenant of the Tiger, captain More, who commanded the 
marines in the Elizabeth, and the mafter of the Yarmouth. Brere- 
ton, captain of the Tiger, Somerfet of the Cumberland, the fe- 
cond lieutenant of the Grafton, and the fourth of the Salifbury, 
were wounded. None of the Englith fhips, after the engagement, 
could fet half their fail; and the Newcaftle and Tiger were taken 
into tow by the Elizabeth and Weymouth. The lois of the 
French crews was fuppofed to be equal; but when they went away 
together at fun-fet, all, excepting the Centaur, carried their top-fails.. 

The uncertainty of the number of troops which the French 
fquadron might have brought for Pondicherry, determined the pre-- 
fidency of Madrafs to fufpend for a while the attack they had re- 
folved to make on Vandiwafh; but to fend a part of their troops to 
Tripaffore to fupport that part of the country againft Baffaulut Jung 


But no arguments could prevail on Major Brereton to defift from: - 


the enterprize, from which he expetted to acquire diftinguifhed 
honour; and the prefidency, unwilling to check his ardour, re-: 
frained from giving him potitive orders-to defift. 

Heavy rains had rendered the roads and rivers impaflable until 
the 26th, when the whole army marched from Conjeveram ; it had 
been reinforced with. 4o men from Chinglapett, under the command: 
of Prefton, and with 100, of 158-releafed prifoners, which had arrived 
at this garrifon on the 1 1th from Pondicherry. The whole force was 
1500 Europeans, 80 Coffres, and 2500 Sepoys, infantry; 100 Eu- 
ropean, and 7oo black cavalry ; 10 field+pieces, and two eighteen-- 


pounders : and two more eighteen pounders were to join from Ching-- 


lapett. 
On the 27th in the morning, the horfe before the line, when: 
within three miles of Trivatore, fell in with ço of the French huf- 


fars,. 
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fars, who ftood them, but, overpowered by numbers, were routed, 
and eight, with an officer, taken prifoners: in the afternoon, the 
garrifon of Trivatore, which confifted only of a captain and 22 
men of the Lorrain regiment, furrendered on the firt fummons, 
The main body of the enemy had advanced from Vandiwafh in 
the morning, and were halting at the village of Parfee, fix miles 
on the road, of which Colonel Brereton receiving information, 
marched on without ftopping at Trivatore, and encamped near 
them; and at midnight, the enemy moved off, and returned to 
Vandiwath ; where, as before they took up their quarters in the 
pettahs, and under the walls of the fort, into which the governor 
Tuckeafaheb, notwithftanding the ftrictnefs of his alliance, was very 
averfe to admit any of the French troops, excepting fome of their 
gunners; and they to prevent worfe confequences, would not com- 
pel him. The Englifh army continuing their march the next day, 
encamped in the evening under the ledge of rocks, which extend 
about three miles to the nN. w. of the fort. The day after, which 
was the 29th, parties were employed in reconnoitring ; but neither 
their obfervations, nor the enquiries of {pies, difcovered the real {tate 
of the enemy’s force. 

On the march of Major Monfon to Arcot in the beginning of 
Auguft, the French drew the greateft part of their Europeans from 
the garrifons of Chittapet, Carangoly, and Outramalore, to their 
main body at Vandiwafh, from whence the whole had advanced as 
far as Trivatore, when Monfon, finding the attack of Arcot 
impracticable, returned to Conjeveram: on his retreat, they 
detached 100 Europeans to reinforce Arcot, and fent back the 
troops which they had drawn from the three other garrifons ; which 
reduced the European infantry that returned to Vandiwath to 600; 
but the whole of the European cavalry, who were 300, went with 
them. The fame alarm for Arcot had led Mr. Lally to recall the 

‘detachment to the fouthward with Vifcount Fumel, who were 


then before Volcondah; but Fumel, not having levied the con- 


tribution he expected, delayed to obey the orders, and, on Mon- 
fon’s retreat, was permitted to perfift, and had time to finifh. 
_ During 
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During the delay between the firft refolution, and the prefent 1759- 
Motion of the Englifh army to attack Vandiwafh, the government 
of Pondicherry obtained fome uncertain intelligence of the in- 
tention, and again reinforced the main body there with 400 men 
from the adjacent garrifons. They likewife again recalled Fumel, 
and more than half his detachment were arrived at Pondicherry, 
from whence they were at this time advancing towards Vandiwath, 
and, as it was reported, under the command of Mr. Buffy. Major ` 
Brereton received intelligence of the approach of this party, but no 
~h information that the troops from the other garrifons were arrived at 
Vandiwath ; and thus computing the whole number affembled there, 
including the cavalry, inftead of 1300, to be only goo Europeans, to 
which his own force was nearly double, thought no time fhould’be loft 
before the arrival of the detachment they expected from Pondicherry, 
and determined to attack them in: their quarters on the night of the: 
z9th, which was the next after that of his arrival before Vandiwafh: 

There were three pettahs under the fort, lying to the w., tke s:, . 
and the E.; thew. at r50, the s. at 220, and the £. at the diftance: 
of 170 yards. ‘The fouth pettah contained the houfes of the more $ 
opulent inhabitants, and was inclofed on the E.s. and w. by a: = : 
mud rampart, which on the s. fide had circular projections to ferve as: 
baftions ; but the north fide next the efplanade was left open, that the 
guns of the fort might preferve their command on the ftreets and: a 
houtes. The pettah to the eaft commenced oppofite tothe xN. E. angle, 
Se and extending 650 yards, covered the eaft fide of the fort, of the ef- 
planade, and of the pettah to the fouth. The weftern pettah ex— 
tended. only along the breadth of the efplanade to the fouth > it had 
for fome time been abandoned, and was my ruins, and moft of the 
natives, oh the approach of the Englifh army, had quitted their ha- 
bitations in the other two. ‘The French cavalry lay m the eaftern 


Septembere 


pettah. Their infantry were under fheds and’ tents in the covered’ . 
way and on the efplanade to the fouth, and they kept guards on 
the: ramparts of the fouth pettah ;-but none as they ought, in the 

. $ 


ruined pettah. to the weft. | 
` . & thoufand: E 
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1759: A thoufand Europeans, including a company of 80 Coffrees, and 
.~— fix hundred Sepoys, were allotted to ferve in the attack: they were 
— divided into three divifions ; the firft led by Major Monfon, was to 
aflault the fouth face of the fouth pettah, and havin g entered, were to 
advance through the ftreets to the e{planade, where the main body of the 
French troops were lying; who at the fame time were to be attacked 
on the right by the fecond divifion, advancing out of the pettah to 
the weft: this divifion was commanded by Major Robert Gordon. 
The third Major Brereton commanded. himfelf, as the referve for 
occafions, and they took poft under a ridge which runs parallel to 
the weft face of the fouth pettah, but farther back on the plain than 
the pettah allotted to Gordon’s divifion. The European and black 
horfe were to halt a mile in the rear of Brereton’s. The reft of 
the troops were left to guard the camp. Monfon’s divifion confifted 
of 360 Europeans, of whom 200 were grenadiers, all that were in the 
army, and they had one company of Sepoys as attendants: Gordon’s 
were 200 Europeans, and 80 Coffrees: Brereton’s 360 Europeans 
and 500 Sepoys. Each of the three divifions had two excellent brafs 
fix-pounders. 

The pettah to the South has three principal {treets, which in- 
terfec it intirely from north to fouth, and feveral others in the 
fame direGtion, of fhorter extent; nor are any of the crofs-ftreets 
from eaft to weft regularly pervious from one wall to the other, 
and fome of them are only fhort communications between the 
ftreets in the other dire@tion: fo that many dodging advantages 
might be taken by knowledge of their different bearings and inter- 
fections. At two in the morning, the head of Monfon’s divifion 
-approached towards the gateway on the fouth face of the pettah, and 


the plain to look out; on which the guards on the ramparts began 
to fire. The gateway was in a return of the rampart from the left, 
_ and the road to it lay under the reft of the rampart to the right, {ó 
Tine could not batter the gate at lefs than 150. yards, without 
being immediately under the fire of this part of the rampait, which 


I with 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


——————— ll l 


were challenged and declared by two or three Sepoys adyanced on’ 


A ei that the two field-pieces which were advancing at the head of the 
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with the uncertainty and delay of their effect in the datk, deter- 
mined Colonel Monfon to try the wall at once. It had neither ditch 
nor pallifade before it, and the firft grenadiers lighted upon a part, 
which, for want of repair, permitted them to fcramble up, and 
being followed by more, they drove the enemy before them, opened 
the gate, and let in the main body of the divifion. -The gate entered 
upon the principal {treet of the three which leads through the pettah 
to the efplanade ; and the other two are about 50 yards on each 
hand. ‘The troops, as they came in, firft ranged along the ground 
between the wall and the habitations, which was broad; and then 
formed into three columns, one in each of the ftreets ; but the two 
field-pieces moved at the head of the center column. AH the three 
advanced very deliberately, keeping as nearly as poflible on the fame 
parallel, the two outer columns fending {mall parties into the crofs 
(reets on their outward flanks to difludze the enemy from whatfoever 
pofts their fire came, which, although not ftrong from any, was 
frequent and from feveral; but the greateft annoyance was from 
two field-pieces at the edge of the efplanade, firing down the center 
(treet. However, they were at length filenced by the two field-pieces, 
with the center column. Firing had been heard on the ground al- 
lotted to Gordon’s divifion, but foon ceafed. In an hour and a half 
the three columns arrived at the openings on the efplanade, where 
to their furprize they met no farther refiftance ; and difappoimted 
of the affiftance they expected from Gordon’s divifion, it was re- 
folved to wait for day-light, and in the mean time to throw up a 
barricade at the head of the center-ftreet, which for want of proper 
tools was very infufficiently performed. “Their lofs hitherte was mot 
ten killed and wounded. __ a 
A fky rocket was the fignal for Gordon’s divifion to advance from 
the weftern pettah, and it was fired as foon as Monfon’s had entered 
the fouthern, The troops of Gordon’s had, for fear of difcovery, 
kept on the fide of the pettah fartheft from the efplanade, but Pref- 
ton and two or three more officers had examined the ftreets, which 
were very narrow, and beyond on the cfplanade, where they found 
VoL. Il. ‘ DTS the 
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the ground rugged, and interrupted with floughs and ftanding water. 

But Gordon not having acquired any diftinét ideas from their report, 

boggled, and was confufed in the orders he gave. At length it was 
underftood, that the troops, as foon as they had paffed through the 

pettah, were to form on the efplanade in divifions, which would be > 
rs in front. - The fele& picquet of 40 picked men, commanded by 

Lieutenant Dela Douefpe, who were to lead the attack, were foon 

through, and formed, and advancing. Gordon himfelf was to 

march at the head of the main body, but he was not to be — 
found when it was ranging on the efplanade ; and Prefton, his fecond, 
not knowing the motives of his abfence, would not venture to take 
his poft; and thus the whole were ftopped, waiting his return. The 
picquet marched with recovered arms, and without dropping a fhot; 
until they came to the angle of the fouthern pettah, where the 
rampart had a fhoulder, on which were mounted two pieces of cannon,. 
which by the direction of the {treets could not be turned to any fer- 
vice in the fight behind them; and it fhould feem that the enemy : 
had difcovered the fituation and intention of Gordon’s attack, for a 


confiderable body of infantry were waiting at the angle; fome on the , 


1759: 


CE 
September, 


Neado oe 
taanis 


Dinna ie 


rampart, and others.at the edge of the houfes below ; who, as foon- 
as the picquet were within a few yards, fuddenly threw a number: 
of blue lights, which difcovered them intirely, and were inftantly 
followed by a ftrong running fire of mufketry, and the difcharge of 
the two pieces of cannon; but the whole of the execution was 
from the mufketry, for as the picquet was. almoft under the rampart, 
the cannon could not point low enough, and fired over their heads.. 
Douefpe returned the fire-with difparity of fituation, and greater of l 
numbers, but would not retreat without orders, and was not with- ; 
out hopes of being immediately joined by the main body of the di- | 
vifion, efpecially as the two pieces which accompanied it, began to 
anfwer the two guns on the rampart. But his expectations of farther 
fupport were vain. The fhot of the two guns from the rampart fell near 
the main body whilft forming, and fome mufketry fired upon them 
from the covered way of the fort, on which the 80 coffrees all ran © 
7 back 
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back into the pettah, and through it, quite away, and the Euro- 
peans not led on, and having nothing effeétual to fire upon, foon 
broke and went off likewife, leaving the picquet, and the field- 
pieces ftill engaged. But Prefton, for Gordon was not yet to be found, 
knowing the determination of the picquet to perfevere, ran fingly to 
them, and brought them back to the pettah, where they joined the 
officers deferted by all the reft of the troops: but the artillery- 
men, animated by the well-known refolution of their commandant 
Captain Robert Barker, {till ftood by him and their guns. The fugitives 
not all equally frightened, made their way to the referved divifion 
with Brereton, who on the firft notice, ran unaccompanied to the 
pettah from whence they were coming, and in the ftrong impulfe 
of indignation, ran the firft man he met through the body: 
unfortunately he was one of the braveft in the army; fo that 
this example carried little influence, and left none to exhorta- 
tion, and very few obeyed his call; with whom he went as far as 
the two guns, which Barker was fill firing, and by this counte- 
nance had deterred the enemy from making a pufh, which would 
eafily have taken them; but Brereton, fenfible of the rifk to which 
they were expofed, ordered him to draw them off into the pettah, 
from whence they joined the referve at the ridge. Thus all were 
gone before the firing ceafed in the fouthern pettah, where Gordon 
with four or five of the fugitives foon after appeared, coming in 
at the gate to the fouth, where Monfon’s divifion had entered. 

The day broke, and the enemy’s fire recommenced and encreafed 
with the light. The gunners, whom the Kellidar had admitted 
into the fort, plied the cannon on the towers oppofite to the 
three ftreets, to the head of which Monfon’s divifion had ad- 
vanced; and with the field-pieces on the efplanade, their fire was 
from 14 guns all within point blank, from the fort at 300, from 
the field-pieces at 100 yards. The return was from the two 
field-pieces at the head of the center-ftreet, and from platoons of 
mufketry in the other two. The difparity was fevere, and could 
not be long maintained. The officers ordered the men not employ- 

XXX 2 . ed, 
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ed, to take fhelter under the fheds projecting before the walls of the 

houfes in the enfiladed ftreets; the fheds, as in the other towns of 
Coromandel, were feparated from each other by partitions of brick or 
mud: fome withdrew into the crofs ftreets immediately behind. 
Neverthelets, all who appeared were fo exceflively sel that it was 
neceflary to retreat; but’ from the continual hope of fupport from 
the two divilions without, Major Monfon wifhed not to quit the 
conteft until the laft extremity. In the middle of the pettah is 
a continuation of ftreets leading quite acrofs it, although not in a 
ftreight line, from the eaft to the weft fide, where the laft ends upon 
the area ofa pagoda, in which a party had been pofted, and the wound- 
edwerefheltered andferved. The columns wereordered to retire intothis 
line of the crofs-ftreets, where all, according to the breadth of the main 
ftreets, might fire down them, and immediately difappear, until loaded 
and ready ‘to fire again. This movement {taggered the enemy, for they 
could do no more, if they continued on die efplanade at the other 
extremity of the ftreets ; and if they advanced along them, would be 
expofed in deep columns. WNeverthelefs, confident in their numbers, 
and prefling to decide before the Bnghth troops fhould be reinforced 
from without, they began and aaea this fight with great 
fpirit and activity, until they were convinced it could not fucceed ; on 
which they fent off their rears, which brought two of their field- 
pieces from the efplanade, and with them marched along a ftreet ad- 
joining to the weitern wall of the pettah,which led them to the pagoda 
towards this end of the crofs-{treets: which the guard immediately 
abandoned, leaving fome of the wounded in the pagoda; having fe- 

cured this flation, the party advanced the field-picces along the line. 

of the crofs itreets, firing and taking in flank the whole of Mon{on’s. 

divifion, againft which the attack in front likewife continued, and with 

encreafing vivacity: and in a very little while the remaining field-piece 
of the divifion was difabled : on which the men began to lofe courage, 
and Monfon confulting his fecond, Major Calliaud, they refolved to 
retreat and take poft eee the fouthern wall of the pettah. The- 
grenadiers of one of dike Company’s battalions were to halt near the 
TA gateway, 
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gateway, but feeing it open, marched out into the plain, quickening 
their pace at every ftep. Major Calliaud, who was near, inftead of 
calling after them, followed, and running beyond, {topped fuddenly 
before them, and cried, “ Halt.” “The inftinét of difcipline pre- 
vailed. They obeyed, and forming as he ordered, faced, and, luckily 
for themfelves, followed him into the pettah. Major Monfon met 
him at the gate, and, in the midft of much vexation, thanked him 
with much cordiality; but faid, that the whole body, {till clofely 
prefled by the enemy, were faultering too faft to be trufted any 
longer; and that it was better to lead them off in order, than rifque 
their going off in confufion of their own accord. The exhortations 
of their commanders encouraged them to keep their ranks ; the Se- 
poys marched in front, helping to carry off the wounded, and fif- 
teen prifoners. The enemy, by unaccountable overfight, did not 
follow them into the plain ; but were contented with firing from the 
wall: about half a mile from which, the line halted in a grove, and 
in a little while perceived Major Brereton’s and Gordon’s, divifions, 
with the European and black horfe, the Sepoys, and two field- 
pieces, advancing round to join them; at the fame time, they faw 
the whole body of the enemy’s European cavalry, 300 riders, ap- 
proaching from the eaftern pettah, where they had remained in ex- 
pectation of an opportunity of cutting off their retreat, which, from 
want of alertnefs, they loft, and could not venture to attack after 
Brereton appeared. he whole returned to the bank, where Brere- 
ton’s divifion had taken poft, and in the afternoon from thence to 
the camp, without moleftation or alarm. The lofs, on the imme- 
diate review, appeared to be 12 officers, and 195 rank and file, 
killed, wounded, and taken prifoners. ‘Fhe Lieutenants Minns and: 
Latour were the only officers; but, it- was fuppofed, that 7o rank 
and file were killed ; and that of this number, ṣo fell in the pettah. 
The eagernefs of performing fome diftinguithed fervice before Colonel: 
Coote fhould arrive, and fuperfede him in the command of the army, 
arged Colonel Brereton to make this attack, which was much. 
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more. hardy than judicious,. even. if the enemy had not been re- 


forced... 
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inforced. However, the great gallantry and the inferior numbers 
of the body which fuftained the greateft part of the lofs, rather 
enereafed than diminifhed the confidence of the army. The enemy 
fuffered as much, having 200 killed and wounded. Mainville, who 
commanded againft Lawrence at Tritchinopoly, juft before the truce 
in 1754, and two Captains, were killed. 

The two fquadrons anchored on the 11th, the day after they had en- 
gaged each other; the Englih in the road of Negapatam, the French 4 
leagues farther to the fouth, who being much lefs difabled, were 
ready to fail again onthe 1 3th; and two days after, anchored in the road 
of Pondicherry. The fhips immediately landed whatfoever fupplies 
they had brought for the fervice of the colony ; the treafure amount- 
ed only to 16000 pounds in dollars, and the diamonds taken in the 
Grantham, were worth 17000 pounds. ‘The troops were only 180 
men. Mr. D’Aché would not go afhore, and fignified his inten- 
tion of failing immediately for the iflands. ‘The feafon, although 
advanced, was not yet dangerous, nor were his fhips more hurt than 
the Enelith; but this refolution rofe from intelligence of the four 
men of war, which were coming with Rear-Admiral Cornith to join 
Mr. Pococke, and who might arrive every day. Accordingly, early 
in the morning of the 19th, Mr. D’Aché made the fignal for weigh- 
ing, and all the fhips loofed their top-fails, 

The fupplies they had brought were fo much lefs than the wants 


and hopes of the colony, that difappointment appeared in every 


face; but the fight of the fhips getting under fail, in 24 hours after 
their arrival, f{pread univerfal confternation, and excited the utmoft 
indignation. All the military officers, the principal inhabitants, and 
even the clergy, aflembled at the governor’s, and immediately 
formed themfelves into a national council., which unanimoufly de- 
creed, that the precipitate departure of the fquadron muft produce 
the moft detrimental confequences to the interefts of the {ftate, as 
holding out to all the powers of the country an opprobrious ac- 


_ knowledgement that they had been entirely defeated in the laft en- 


gagement, and could not ftand another; and that they utterly de- 
{paired 
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{paired of every thing on fhore, In confequence of this deliberation, 
a proteft was immediately drawn, declaring Mr. D’Aché refponfible 
for the lofs of the colony, fuch were the words, and refolving to 
complain to the King and miniftry, and demand public juftice of 
his condu&. The fhip Duc d’Orleans was by fome accident de- 
tained in the road, after the others were under fail, and the com- 
mander was. charged to deliver the proteft to Mr. D’Aché, and a 
copy to every commander in the f{quadron, which were twelve 
leagues out at fea when the Duc d’Orleans joined them. Mr. 
D’Aché immediately held a general council of his captains, and 
on the 22d anchored again in the road of Pondicherry; and came 
afhore to-confult with Mr. Lally andthe government. On the 25th, 
in the morning, the Englifh fquadron, coming from Negapatam, 
appeared ftanding in line of battle into the road, but driving by the 
current to the northward. All the French fhips weighed, but 
hawled the wind clofe,. which being at w.s.w. kept them at their 
firtt diftance from the Englith, which they had it in their power to: 
bear down upon, and engage. Mr. Pococke, unable to get up to 
them, kept his line of battle until the evening, when he continued 
his courfe, and anchored on the 27th at Madrafs. Mr. D’Aché ftill 
infifted on returning as foon as poffible to the iflands ; and the go- 


` vernment of Pondicherry unwillingly compromifed for his depar- 


ture, on condition that he fhould leave all the Coffrees ferving im the 


{quadron, which were 400, and 500 Europeans, either failors or- 


marines; who were accordingly landed, and he failed away on the 
goth of September. Mr. Lally, with his ufual {pleen, called the Eu- 
ropeans the fcum of the fea; and, indeed; moft of them for a while 
could be fit for little more than to do duty in the town, whilft the 
regular troops kept the field.. l ; in 

The animofity of Mr. Lally to Mr. Bufiy had continued, without 
yemiflion-: he even employed. his emifiaries to perfuade Mr. Bufly to 
make him a prefent of money, as a certain means. of reconciliation ; 
intending to ufe the proffer as a confeffion of: Mr. Buffy’s delin- 
quency, of which he was-every: where feeking proofs. Meannefs 


and 
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and ambition were never more ftriétly united than in -this defign. 
Mr. Bufly, having remitted his fortune to Europe, offered his eieair, 
if employed in community with the government of Pondicherry 
and Mr. Lally’s, to raife money for thie. public fervice 
the hints of the other propofal, as the defperate zeal of 


; but treated 

his adherents 
unwarranted by himfelf. They faw one another but feldom, but 
were obliged to correfpond on public affairs. The letters of Mr. 
Lally were replete with futpicion, je COUR infinuation, artifice, in- 
folence, farcafm, and wit; Mr. Bufiy’s, with fagacity, caution, de- 
ference, argument, profoun knowlege, the jufteft views of affairs, 
and the wifeft means to promote their fuccefs.: and Mr. Lally him- 
felf, whilft he pretended to ridicule, coped the extent of his 
talents. Their difiention was in this tate, when the arrival of a 
frigate from France on the zoth of Auguft brought orders from the 
king and ministry, recalling all the intermediate officers, who had 
been fent with commiflions fuperior to Mr. Bufly’s, and appointing 
him fecond in the command, and to fucceed to it after Mr. Lally. 
This diftinétion produced a more civil intercourfe, and Mr, Lally, 
with feeming complacence, afked the afliftance of his counfels. The 
firft he gave was the moft obnoxious he could. Rajahfaheb, the 
Pants but infignificant fon of Chund Jahfaheb, had lately found 
means to perfuade Mr. Lally to appoint him Nabob of the Car- 
natic ; and the ceremony had been performed with oftentation, in the 
month of July, both at Arcot and Pondicherry. This promotion, 
without the participation of Salabadjing, the Subah of the Decan, 
was a public renunciation of his alliance, and might be improved by 
Nizamally to confirmhimin the interefts of the Englifh. The approach 
of Baffaulut Jung on the northern confines of the Carnatic appeared 
to Mr. Buffy a refource, not only to re-eftablith the former union 
with Salabadjing, but likewife to ftrengthen the immediate opera- 
tions of the French army, by offering Baflaulut Jung the government 
of the Carnatic and its dependencies under the fanétion of Salabad- 
jing, on condition that he would join them with his troops. Mr. 


Lally at firft revolted againft the idea: and his averfion to it was 
imputed 
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imputed not more to his jealoufy of the importance which Mr. 1759: 
Buffy would, regain, by his influence with a prince long accuftomed 
to refpe&t his character, than to his own obligations to Rajahfaheb; 
who it was faid had purchafed his appointment. However, Mr. Lally 
had: confented, that Mr. Buffy fhould march with a detachment 
to join Baffaulut Jung, and conclude the negotiation, when the 
French fquadron failed away from Pondicherry, where news — 
arrived the fame day of the aétion at Vandiwafh, which Mr. - 
Lally, as. a complete victory, fired a hundred guns round the 
ramparts of Pondicherry, and wrote magnificent accounts of the 
fucce{s to every man of confequence within or near the province. ~ em 
Mr. Buffy arrived at Vandiwafh on the sth of October. The E 
Englifh army had left their encampment in fight of this place the 
day before; they halted two days at Trivatore, during which heavy 
rains and the bad quality of the only water they had to drink brought 
ficknefs upon the camp, which caufed Major Brereton to quit this 
poft, and repair to Conjeveram, where they arrived on the 7th. 
On the fame day, Mr. Bufly marched from Vandiwafh with all the 
troops encamped there, reinforced from other parts to 1 500 European 
foot and 300 horfe, befides the black horfe : he expected the Englith 
might wait, and give battle, but they were gone; and the garrifon eS 
left in Trivatore, which was only'ten Europeans, and a company of 
Sepoys, furrendered to him at difcretion. Draughting 150 of the 
European horfe, and 400 foot, to accompany him to Baflaulut Jung; 
he fent back the reft of the army to Vandiwafh, and arrived at Arcot 
ie on the roth; where he was detained feveral days, by the rains of 
the monfoon. . 
Baflaulut Jung advancing from Polore gave out that he would attack 
Nelore ; but when he came near the Pennar quitted the í fouthern 
road, and, turning to the weft, encamped on the roth of September 
on the plains of Sangam, a town with feveral pagodas on the bank 
- of the river, r6 miles from Nelore. Here he fummoned Nazeabulla 
and the three greater Polygars to come and pay their obeiffance to- 
t him in. perfon. Nazeabulla contrived to make him believe-magnified ° 
f Vor. H. Yyy reports 


‘Otober, 
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reports of the force of his garrifon, and of troops coming to reins 
force it from Madrafs, which brought on a civil nter ie of letters 
between them ; but the Polygars he defpifed, and refolved not to 
{pare. . They, however, fearing to offend the Englith government, 
endeavoured to evade the vifit by various excufes, on hen he {ent 
his horfe over the river to forage on the arable lands for themfelves, 
and to feize cattle and grain for the reft of the army. This detri- 
ment not prevailing, Hes pafled the river with his whole force, and 
on the rft of O&ober encamped at Sydaporam, a confiderable town, 
where the hills of Bangar Yatcham begin on this fide, and fituated 
within ten miles of \Vignie eae ha the place of his refidence, and 
20 from Kalaftri, which is the principal town of Damerla Venki- 


tappah. Here he waited, not a little diftreffed for money, aid ex- 


pecting the arrival of Mr. Buffy, who, on the 18th, had made his 
firt day’s march from Arcot, when he was {topped fhort by extra- 
ordinary intelligence from Vandiwath. 

More than a year’s pay was due to the whole army : what money 
had been fupplied to them lately was in lieu of their prov ifions, 
when not furnifhed regularly. The foldiers believed, that much 
more than came had been brought by the fquadron, and, what:was 
worfe, that their general had amafled and fecreted great wealth. 
Their intrepidity at the aCtion of Vandiwafh had increafed ‘the 
indignation of their diftreffes. They complained continually and 
openly, nor did the officers chufe to punifh them on this {core ; be- 
caufe the plea of their difcontent was true. , On others ‘they wihed 
to preferve the ufual difcipline. On the 16th fome foldiers of Lorrain 
were punifhed ; fome for neglect of duty, but others for flovenlinets, 


which they could not avoid. In.lefs than an hour after this.chattife-. 
ment, the drums of Lorrain, compelled. by 40 or 50: of the foldiers,. 


who had concerted, beat the general; and in an inftant every. man 


of the regiment was. under arms; and in a few minutes all: con-. 
curred in the fame refolution: refuGing to admit the. commiffioned:, 
officers, and every ferjeant, excepting two, they marched in: order:out - 
of tite camp, towards, the mountain where the Englith army:hadż 


lately. 


p 
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lately encamped: ‘The officers of Lally’s’and the battalion of India, 

hearing the drums of Lorrain, beat the general likewife, and turned 

out the line, thinking the camp was going to be attacked by the 

Englith;.and fome of the officers who had perfifted in accompanying 

the men of Lorrain, prevailed on them to ftop; but could not, to 
return, before they knew the intentions of Lally’s and India, of whom 
they had fome doubt, whether not preparing to furround and attack 
them. For this purpofe they detached a picket to confer with them, 
of whom the fpokefman was the boldeft of the mutiny, and, inftead 
of propofing any conditions for Lorrain, exhorted all he harangued to 
follow their example, and redrefs their common wrongs, unlefs the 
whole army’ immediately received the full arrears of their pay. His 
words ran like fire żall, animated with the fame fpirit, cried out, march. 
The expoftulations of their officers were vain, they were ordered ‘to 
rétire. © Parties and detachments were commanded, which brought 
up the field-artillery, the tumbrils, oxen, tents, and baggage, and 
even obliged the buzar and market, which confifted of 2000 per- 
fons, anda multitude of animals, to move with them; and to which 
they appointed the ufual guard. They fent likewife to demand the 
colours ; but; feeing the officers determined to die rather than de- 
liver them, defifted. As foon as every thing was gathered, the 
whole line, with feventeen pieces of cannon, marched away. As 
{oon as they arrived at the mountain, they with one voice elected 
La Joye, the ferjeant-major of the: grenadiers of Lorrain, their 


commander in chief; and he immediately nominated another fer- 


' jeant, his major-general, and appointed the beft of the rank and 
file to command the diferent companies, with the ufual titles 
of :commiftioned officers. Orders were then prepared, and read 
at the head of the men, exacting every article of the fervice. The 
camp was pitched, centries, pickets, advanced guards, rounds, calls, 
with every detail of duty and difcipline, ftrictly obferved. They did 
not like, but did not refufe, the vifit of feveral of their officers ; 
but forbade every interference that feemed authority. On hints 
whether they intended to go over to the Englifh, they pointed to 


Yyyz2 their 
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1759. their cannon, which were ranged in front of the camp, facing the: 
“~~ north, from whence alone the appearance of the Englifh army- 
Haben could be expected. The night pafled without riot or confufion. 

In the mean time, expréfles were fent to Pondicherry, where the: 
whole council immediately aflembled. at Mr. Lally’s,. who accufed: 
them all, as the inftigators of the revolt; but produced 10,000 pa- 
godas out of his cheft, and fent them by the Vifcount Fumel, with 
the promife of a general pardon tothe troops. The council likewife 
gaye-aflurances, that the whole arrears fhould be difcharged in a: 
i month, and {fent their plate to the mint, as an earneft, which. 


Se 


i 

$ example was followed. by many of the mhabitants. Fumel arrived’ 

early in the morning of the-2oth at the camp of the troops, who. 
F had moved fix miles farther on to the weftward, towards Arni : He 
$ was permitted to confer with their chiefs, whom. he harangued on 
ES the obvious topics of defertion, difhonour, and the deftruétion of all: 
Pa « the French interefts in India, and thought them fufficiently relented,. 
i t i to appeal to: the whole ; who, according to his. requeft, affembled. 
4 3 ; round him on the plain, to the number of 2000:men. He gave: 
Sa l hints of the money and pardon ; and! bis reprefentations had” welle- 
Di è nigh converted them, when 70 or 80, who were the defperate mu- 
on tineers, and had kept away from the aflembly, rufhed in with there 
Le + bayonets fixed, and faid, that nothing could be determined without. 
ey ? their confent, which fhould never be given to a reconciliation before - 


they had. received every farthing of their arrears. Fumel,. thinking” 
neither their number or; violence fufficient to: revoke the impreffion. 
he had made, broke up:the affembly, fignifying, that he thould ‘re-- 
turn to Vandiwafh, and wait there three hours for their determi-- 
- nation; before he returned’ to.Pondicherry. Within the time the. 
- anfwer came ; the ferjeant La Joye was a fenfible: man, and difap-- 
|| proving, although he commanded the revolt, prevailed’ on them: to: 
+4 i i be content. with receiving fix months-pay immediately, the reft in. a 

i month, and:a: general amnefty,. figned by Mr. Lally, and all the: 
. 4 members of the council of Pondicherry.. Accounts. were imme- 
Re diately begun ; and, whilft waiting. for them and the return of mefe 

i; fengers. 


ye 
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fengers from Pondicherry, the troops continued abroad with the 1759. 
fame regularity as before, under his command. The pardon arrived, re 
and the money was paid on the 21ft in the morning, and the whole 
body, excepting 39 who had deferted, marched back under the com- 
mand of their former officers to Wandiwafh, where before evening 
the whole camp was enlivened with dances and jollity, as if after 
fome fignal fuccefs. 

Mr. Buffy, on the firft intelligence of the revolt, refolved to pro- 
ceed no farther, until he faw the event. The difcontent caught the 
troops he had taken with him, and he was obliged to appeafe them 
by a month’s pay, and then to wait, until the money to make up 
the fix months, as to the reft of the army, was remitted from Van- 
diwath ; and before he refumed his march, feveral incidents had 
happened,. which: neceffitated him to change the ftate of his detach- 
ment, and the rout he intended to take. 

As foon as the Englifh army, returning from their unfuccefsful 
attempt: at Vandiwafh, arrived at Conjeveram, 200 Europeans, with 
two field-pieces, 200 black horfe, and 500 Sepoys, were detached © 
under the command of Captain More, towards the encampment 
of Baffaulut Jung at Sidaporum; they were to be joined in the- 
way by- the fix companies of Sepoys at: Tripetti, by 1000 be-- 
longing. to Nazeabullah. at Nelore,. and by the Europeans in both 
thefe places, who were about 70.. This force was intended to: 
follow and harrafs. Baffaulut Jung’s army, if they fhould march | 
round to meet:and join: Mr. Buffy ; but it was the 15th of October 
before they reached Kalaftri, where the troops from Tripetti arrived ` 
the fame day, but: thofe from Nelore had not yet advanced. The ~ 
two Polygars, Bangar Yatcham and Damerla Venkatypettah, terri- 
fied by the cavalry.of: Baffaulut Jung at their borders, and: doubtful i 
of the. diftant protection of the Englifh troops, temporized, 'and-ac- 
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had a little before the fiege of Madrats retired with his wealth, which 
was confiderable, to Kalaftri. His difguft to the prefent Nabob had 
attached him to Maphuze Khan, who full continued helplefs and 
difcontented, endeavouring to keep up the difturbances which he had 
created in the Tiniveily countries. An officer deputed by them 
both went to Baflauiut Jung, as foon as it was known that he had 
feparated from his brothers, Salabadjing and Nizamally ; and it is 
faid, feconded the advice of the French in his fervice, to enter the 
Carnatic, but with very diferent views ; for Sampetrow, who ma- 
naged the intrigue, intended that Baflaulut Jung fhould proclaim 
himfelf Nabob, and appoint him his Duan; forefeeing that the 
concerns of his countries nearer the Kriftna would foon call him 
away; when he intended that Baflaulut Jung fhould nominate Ma- 
phuze Khan his deputy in the Carnatic, and Sampetrow continuing 
Duan, would, by his afcendance over Maphuze Khan,. gather the 
whole power of the government into his own hands. When it was 
objected what engagements were to be taken or kept with the French, 
Sampetrow faid, None, if poffible, with either them or the Englith ; 
but, if neceffitated to chufe, Maphuze Khan was at leaft equally free 
from predilection to either. As a fpecimen of his own abilities for 
the fituation to which he afpired, he perfuaded the two Polygars to 
make each of them a prefent of 40,000 rupees in ready money, and 
added the fame fum of his own. ‘This -aftiftance was very much 
wanted, and gave recommendation to his counfel, of which he was 
expecting the effect, when an officer of the firft diftinction in Sala- 
badjing’s court, and the confident of Nizamally, arrived in the 
camp, with offers,of friendfhip, reconciliation, and grants, to dif- 
fuade Baflaulut ‘Jung from entering into any alliance with the 

French againft the Englifh. . Nizamalky forefaw, that the ftandard 
of his brother, as the fon of Nizamalmuluck, atti the force he com- 
‘manded, and his refources, if acting. in conjunétion with the French 
in the Carnatic, might turn the fortune of the war in their favour ; 
and, in their fuccefs,. he faw and- dreaded, with abomination, the 
reftoration of Mr. Bufly to the councils oe Salabadjing, as the ruin 


of his own ambition. Baffaulut Jung inclined to the advice of Sam- 
<a: eae I 


ek ` petrow, 
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petrow, and would probably have advanced into the plains of the 
Carnatic, with equal profeffions to the French and Englith, if the 
Englifh troops had not arrived as they did at Kalaftri. ‘Their ap- 
pearance difconcerted him the more, becaufe the commander of the 
French troops in his army, and the agent deputed to him from 
Pondicherry, had, with as much commence as imprudence, affured 
him, before he croffed the Pennar, that Mr. Bufly would join him 
at Sydaporum on the 1ft of O&ober. It was now the 19th, and 
Baflaulut Jung, fo long difappointed, would not at length believe 
that Mr. Buffy had even left Pondicherry ; when reports arrived of 
the revolt at Vandiwath ; on which, he beat his great drum, re- 
croffed the Pennar, and marched to the n.w. into the country of 
Cudapah, towards the capital of the fame name. ‘The French troops, 
accompanied him, diftreffed for neceflaries; but their officers pre- 
vailed on him to requeft of Mr. Buffy, that he would immediately 
advance and join him in Cudapah. Mr. Bufly received this intelli- 
gence on the 24th, and fet out the fame day ; but, as more than half 
tha way he had to pafs was through the mountains, he took with- 
him only three companies of Sepoys, 100 of the European horfe, and 
200 black under a good partizan, which he had enlifted at his 
own expence at Arcot, becaufe thofe he had brought from Vandi- 
wath were gone off for want of pay, They marched without artil- 
lery, and with very little baggage.. . 

The monfoon, with figns of ftormy weather, warned Admira} 
Pococke to quit the coaft: the prefidency endeavoured to perfuade 
him to leave fuch of his fhips as did not require the dock, in the- 
bay of Trinconamalée ; from whence they might return with the: 
fair weather in January, ready to oppofe any part of the French fqua-. 


dron, which might be fent back expeditioufly from the iflands, iy - 


order to command the coaft during the abfence of the Englith ; but- 
Mr. Pococke judicioufly refolved not to diminith his ftr ength, until he 
had rounded Ceylon, and was far enough up the Malabar coaft to. 
be fure the enemy. were: not waiting to meet him there, under this. 
very difadvantage: but promifed, as foon as fecure from this event, 


to fend round Mr. Cornith’s Dee if they fhould: join him in- the: 
© WAY... 


are 
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534 WAR OF CoROMANDEL. Book XI. 
1759. way. On the 16th, the Revenge, which had been left cruizing to 
EAA the fouthward, came in with intelligence that fhe had on the 8th 
~ fallen in with Mr. Cornifh’s divifion, and „three Indiamen, having 
on board Colonel Coote, with 600 men, the remainder of his regis 
ment, and that they were beating up to Madrafs. Mr. Pococke 
failed, with his {quadron, at break of day on the 18th, and the fame 
night met Mr. Cornith’s off Pondicherry : he immediately put fuch 
of the troops as were on board the men of war into the Queenfbo- 
rough frigate, and fent her away, with the three Indiamen, to Ma- 
drafs; where they did not arrive until the 27th, taking ten days 
againft the monfoon to gain what with it might have been run in as 
many hours. As foon as the troops were landed, 200 from the camp 
were embarked, in five Indiamen, for Bengal, with Major Calliaud, 
whom. Colonel Clive had requefted might be fent to take the com- 
mand of the army in that province, if Colonel Coote fhould. be de- 
tained to ferve on the coaft. Sixty Europeans had been fent a few 
days before to Mafulipatam ; but thefe detachments were partly come 
penfated by another exchange of prifoners with Pondicherry, from 
whence 170, all that remained there, were delivered, and arrived 

on the r7th.at Madrafs, 
The laft exchange before tliis in Auguft had cleared Tritchinopoly 
-of the remainder.of.the French prifoners-in confinement there. The 
numbers which, on different fuccefles, had been brought into the city,. 
were 670, all taken -during ‘the campaigns of Colonel Lawrence, 
under the walls of:the city; but only 400 were remaining to be res 
leafed, in the lateexchanges: of the reft moft had died; 30 had been 
fent on their offer.of enlifting to ferve with Mahomed Iffoof in the 
countries of Madura and Tinivelly ; and the others, who, although 
foreigners were not:Frenchmen, had been admitted to ferve in the 
garrifon of Tritchinopoly, which, the final clearance of its dungeons 
. releafed from the fevereft and moft anxious part of their duty. 
ET _ The detachment of 90 men fent from Madrafs, arrived at the city on. 
the 26th of Auguft. The Dutch at Negapatam would not let them. 
and in aeir bounds, which obliged them to come on fhore in the open 


wes town of Nagore, where they would have been expofed to rifque, if 
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there had been a ftrong force in the French fort of Karical. With 


this reinforcement the garrifon had 250 eftimated Europeans, moft 
of whom were invalids, deferters, or topafles, and 3000 Sepoys ; 
and the Nabob ftill maintained his 1000 horfe, which had afforded 
parties fufficient to fecure the revenues of the diftriéts of Tritchinopoly 
fouth of the Coleroon, of Seringham on the other fide, and even farther 
on to Volcondah, before the detachment with Fumel had extended the 
authority of the French government as far as Utatoor. The inter- 
mediate villages, of which the French had lately taken pofleffion, had 
remained for many months before unmolefted, and were flourifhing ; 
and, as foon as it was known that Fumel was returning from Volcon- 
dah to Pondicherry, Captain Jofeph Smith detached Captain Richard 
Smith, with 180 Europeans, four guns, 800 Sepoys, and 500 of 
the Nabob’s horfe, to recover the country that had been loft. 
They marched on the 18th of September; but had only croffed 
the Coleroon, when news of the arrival of the French fquadron 
at Pondicherry alarmed the Nabob fo much, that, to quiet his 
apprehenfions, all the Europeans, with 600 of the Sepoys, were 
recalled into the city; but the horfe, with the other 200 Sepoys, 
went on to Utatoor. Colonel Brereton, when determined to 
march againft the French at Vandiwafh, had enjoined Jofeph Smith 
to undertake fome enterprize which might draw off a part of their 
force from their {tations towards the Paliar, and oblige them to de- 
tain to the fouthward, what might be at this time in thofe quarters : 
his letters arrived on the 6th of October. J. Smith had for fome time 
meditated an attempt to retake Devi Cotah by furprize, to give the 
{quadron a certain ftation, from which they might be fupplied with 
water and provifions, without begging leave, as it were, of the Danes 
and Dutch. The opportunity was at this time probable ; for, confiding 
in the remotenefs of its fituation from any of the Englith flations, and 
wanting troops in other parts, Mr. Lally had reduced the garrifon to 
30 Europeans: and roo Sepoys; and the Coleroon, which difem- 
bogueth into the fea near Devi Cotah, was at this time full and rapid. 
On the night of the 9th, Captain Richard Smith, with 140 Europeans 
and Topafles, 300 Sepoys, two petards, and fome {caling ladders, 


VoL. II. LLL embarked © 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


THe WAR oF CoROMANDEL. Book XI. 


be The 
k a two lar ge boats, which ferved as ferries over the Cole- 


roon, and thirtcen of wicker, covered with leather, which are lke 
wife ufed on the fame river. Lieutenant Horne, with 500 Se noys ys, 
al two field-picces, marched two days before to Tanjore, and the 
WNabob’s horfe, with the 200 Sepoys, advanced from Outatoor to the 
diftridts of Verdachelum ; all the three parties were to join, and at- 
tack Chilambarum, if the attempt on Devi Cotah fucceeded. It was 
expected, that the current would carry the boats down m 6o hours, 
although the diftance by the courfe of the river is 200 miles. Heavy 
rains commenced as foon as the troops were embarked, and conti- 
nued this and the fucceeding day. At the noon of the rith 
they landed in an unfrequented part covered with wood to drefs. 
their meal and clean their arms; in the enfuing night, one of the 
large boats, in which was Enfign Hunterman, with half the Eu-- 
ropeans and Topafes, the {caling ladders and petards, and {even of. 
the {maller boats, loft the main channel of the river, and entered 
into that which leads from it on the left toward’ Chilambarum,,. 
and foon after ran aground on a bank of fand; where feeing no-- 
‘thing of the other boats, and uncertain whether they were before 
or behind, or whether they might not likewife have ftruck 
on fome fand, Hunterman refolved to remain where he was until 
1 he 5 before which, Captain Smith, with the reft of the boats, . 
arrived at the rendezvous, five miles from Devi Cotah, and: 
: hofe with Hunterman, which did not come up until: 
This delay difcovered the detachment.. Never-- 
n ith marched acrofs the land, and took poft on 
g to efcalade in the: enfuing night. Two broad: 
1a nels of the Coleroon: pafs- along the north and fouth. 
e fort; the ground to the weft was at this time a morafs: 3 


ot down. the north channel to the ftrand,. 


‘moon. 


ar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


ftanding on dry fand, was the only part acceffible ;: 
d glacis ; both, however, flight.. The boats- 


uropeans were to efcalade, the Sepoys to- 
“no fire was to be given by any on any caufe,. 
peans had gained footing on the rampart. The: 


| 
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-moon was tifen, and the Europeans; with the ladders were 1759. 
neverthelefs at the foot of the wall before they were difcovered ed 
by the garrifon, who immediately thronged and fired; which 
the Sepoys at the creft of the glacis, who fhared part of it, returned 
in much hurry and confufion, and then ran away; on which Cap- 
tain Smith feeing no farther probability of fuccefs, ordered the Eu- 
ropeans to retreat likewife. Thirty of them had continued in the 
boats, unable to move with fwelled legs, acquired by eee éo 
-hours up to their knees in water; and nine, who were foreigners, | 
¥ had deferted. The next day he received intelligence of the rep k 
"| of the Englifh troops at Vandiwath, fouai with apprehentions 
of evil confequences from the ill fuccefs; and this news, with the 
mifchances of his party, and the preparation of the garrifon rendered 
farther perfeverance imprudent. In the morning the difabled men 
were fent off to Atchaveram, and the reft followed in the afternoon. 
l The fwelling of the rivers had prevented Horne’s detachment from ad- 
| vancing beyond Tanjore; and if they had, the news of the repulfe 
at Wandiwafh, would equally have prevented the attempt on Chi- 
lambarum; and they were ordered to return to Tritchinopoly. 
Captain Smith followed, with his own detachment, and ali the 
{tores, through the country along the fouth bank of the Coleroon, and 
arrived on the 24th. The {mall boats were burnt for want of hands 
to carry them back, but the two larger were icft to be towed up, as | 
foon as the frefhes were pafled. . >g 


aN All the revenues colle&ted by the French government, even when 
their pofleflions were moft extended, had never fufiteed for the ex- 
pences of the field. Much ground had lately been recovered by the 

Englith ; whofe reinforcements, and their late, although uniuccefsfui, 
attack on Vandiwath alarmed the country on the fais of the. ‘Paliar’s 

in which many of the villagers were quitting their fields, which 

gave the renters fpecious pretexts to require abatements on their 

leafes from the adminiftration of Pondicherry. No money, and many 

debts remained in the treafury there ; and the late revolt demonftrated 
that the troops could not be trufted for the time to come any 
longer than they fhould be ftn@ly paid. The enly pa of the pros 
ie ? ULET, vines, 
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~ yince, whether under the French, the Englifh, or the Nabob’s au- 
D thority, which had lately remained exempt from ravage, contribu- 
~ tions, or military operations, was the country from Outatoor to the 
fouthern diftri&ts of Tritchimopoly, including the rich and fertile 
= ifland of Seringham; where the approaching harveft of December, 
which is by far the greateft of the year, promifed in this, a more 
abundant crop than ufual. The government’s fhare was valued at 
600,000 rupees, and would be received in February. From thefe 
confiderations Mr. Lally refolved to take pofleffion of thefe coun- 
tries, with a force fufficient to keep the garrifon of Tritchinopoly 
within their walls. But as this could not be effected, without ex- 
-pofing the ftations and country near the Paliar to rifque, by the fub- 
ftra&tion of fuch a number of troops as would be fent away to the 
fouthward, he meant to ftation 800 men near Arcot, who were to move 
to the relief of any place that might be attacked; and, with this af- 
fiftance in profpect, he fuppofed that the garrifons he fhould leave in 
the forts, although. very flender, would defend themfelves to extre- 
mity, and protract the fucceffes of the Englith force, until his ob- 
je& to the fouthward was accomplifhed. Mr. Deleyrit, and the 
Council of Pondicherry, objected to the feparation of the army, as 
fraught with the moft dangerous confequences. Mr. Lally imputed 
their repugnance to the intention he had declared of farming out the 
collections under his own infpeétion, by which they would be de- 
prived, as he fuppofed, of their ufual perquifites ; and they attributed 
his propenfity to the expedition to the fame {pirit of peculation. 

To confirm the appearance of maintaining the Paliar, a detachmentof 
somen of Lally’s regiment attacked three companies of Sepoys, pofted 
ina village called Checkrimalore, fituated on the fouth bank of the 
river, a line oppofite to Conjeveram ; but the Sepoys ftood firm, 

five, and took three men, with an officer mortally wounded. 

© con pan es were likewife pofted at Salawauk, between Outra- 
e and Chinglapett, of which Lieutenant Fletcher drew off one 

n the efcort proceeding with the laft exchange of French 
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afs; on which the French guard at Outramalore 


days 
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ther company remaining at Salawauk; but a few : 
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days after, Lieutenant Fletcher recovered this poft. At the fame - 


time, parties and detachments were continually moving, to accom- 
plith the difpofitions Mr. Lally had arranged. The troops allotted 
for the fouthern expedition were g00 Europeans, of which 100 were 
cavalry, 1000 Sepoys, 200 black horfe, and ten pieces of cannon, 
under the command of Mr. Crillon; their rendezvous was at 
Thiagar, to which they reforted from different parts by various 


routes, and were all aflembled there on the eleventh of November. 


Neither the prefidency of Madrafs, nor Captain Smith at Trit- 
chinopoly, , obtained any certain account of their force or inten- 
tions. The Nabob’s horfe, with the 500 Sepoys, which had been 
fent. to Verdachelum, and had done no little mifchief during 


their excurfion, had returned.to Utatoor on the 12th, and were halt- - 


ing there on the 1sth,..when they difcovered an advanced party of 


539 
1759- 
‘ a 


November. 


the enemy, which they fuppofed the. whole, and immediately re- - 
treated to Pitchandah; a few hours after, the enemy came up to - 
Samiaveram, and the next day, their horfe advanced, and reconnoitered i 


the banks of the Coleroon, and then fell back and took poft with the 
reft in the village and pagoda of Munfurpet. The whole force 
was 35 Europeans, 100 Coffrees, 500 Sepoys, two guns, and fome 
black horfe, commanded.by-.a partizan and two fubalterns ; of which 
Jofeph Smith-obtained right intelligence; and early the next morn- 


ing fent out 10 companies of Sepoys, 120 Europeans and topafles, fix © 


field-pieces, and 400 of the Nabob’s horfe, under the command of his 
fecond Richard Smith, and from the intimacy between them he 


accompanied the detachment as a volunteer. They croffed the Cavert . 
and Coleroon oppofite to the. city. The village of Munfurpet — 


had rice-fields in front, through.which the road onwards to the Co- 


leroon was a caufeway raifed above them ; fo that the enemy had noat- ~ 


tack to fear on this fide, and their retreat was open to Samiaveram 


and Utatore.. The banks of the Coleroon are fteep and high, and 


the water at this time was fo low as to run only in {mall channels, — 


Jeaving large beds of fand, and a fhore of it, under the banks. Three 
companies of Sepoys were fent up the bank with the colours of all 


the 
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the companies, | ‘which they difplayed at proper diftances to refemble, 
whilft the main body of the detachment filed unfeen under the 
l bank, two miles on to the left, when quitting the river, they con- 
tinued their march in the bed of a water-courfe then dr y, which led 
-tothe north, and brought them on two miles, fill undifcovered, until 
they were in a line with Munfurpet, when the water-courfe turn- 
ing another way the troops came out of it ; and as they were afcend- 
E ing arifing ground juft before them, within a mile and a half of 
“Munfurpet, were for the firt time perceived by the enemy there; 
whofe confufion was much lefs than might have been expected from 
the furprize. They got, although in e, their line into order, 
and began to retreat faft in order to gain Samiaveram. The Nabob’s 
horfe were detached to harrafs and impede their front, and by hard 
-driving four of the field- pieces were brought near enough to fire upon 
their line of march, when they very imprudently alehbbred ieir 
-guns to return this te. Neverthelefs the purfuit lafted four miles, 
when they halted in a village, to ftand the brunt; but were foon 
A . ‘beat from their guns, and the whole broke, and every man begged 
-quarter. One officer, 15 Europeans, and 30 Coffrees, were made 
-prifoners; moft of the reft of thefe troops were killed during the purfuit 
> i „andfight. Someof theSepoyswerecut down inthebeginningof the rout 
7 by the Nabob’s horfe, who were immediately ordered to 4 pare all who 
“flung down their arms. The two guns, two tumbrils, a great qua intity 
of ammunition, all the baggage, and an elephant, were taken. C Captain 
- Richard Smith converfing with one of the prifoners, obtained in- 
© formation from him of the force with Mr. Crillon, and, to his great 
_forprize, thatit would encamp this very evening at Dikeore? and ad- 
i vance on the morrow. Fatiguing as the fervice of the day had been, 
Te not time was to be loft. The whole detachment, with their pri- 
_ foners and {poils, returned that night to the bank of the Coleroon, 
in which a fudden frefh was coming downk which obliged 
er part of “the detachment to pafs in boats, find the laft boat 
s one of the guns, was driven on a fini? from whence 
ours to releate it, and four men were drowned in the 
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attempt ; and by this time.the foremoft of Crillon’s troops appearedon 1759+- 
the bank of the river. The flood kept them there until the 20th, when 
they crofled into the Ifland of Seringham, and encamped oppofite 
to the weft face of the pagoda, in which Captain J. Smith had flationed 
goo Sepoys, 500 colleries armed with their long lances, and_two- 
field-pieces, with European gunners. _ The outward wall of the pa- 
goda, being 40 feet high, can neither be defended nor efcaladed ; and, 
if battered down, which would be tedious, the ruins would be dif- 
ficult to pafs. The great gateway is within, 40 feet high, 30 broad, 
and 40 through to the infide of the pagoda. . As it is impoflible to 
weild gates of fuch a furface, a wall 20 feet high had been raifed- 
acrofs the middle of the paffage, andin the wall was left an opening, 
in which likewife no gate had been erected. A trench was therefore - 
dugacrofs the paflagein front, and a parapet was raifed behind the open- - 
ing for the field-pieces. At day-break on the 21ft, the French advanced 
their heavieft cannon, which foon beat down the partition-wall, and. ~ 
difabled the field-pieces on the parapet. They then ran to the affault,.. 
and ftormed their way in; not without much refiftance from the 
Sepoys, but very little from the colleries. Irritated by their lofs, . 
they retufed quarter for fome time after all refiftance had ceafed.. 
They then turned out whom they had fpared, when the mufketry 
fired upon them as they were going away, and fome of the European 
horfe rode after and cut down others: but neither with the permif= - 
fion of their officers. The garrifon of ‘Tritchinopoly beheld this: 
wanton cruelty from the walle ; but could give no relief. Few of é 
the Sepoys regained the city, and one of the three companies as 
intirely loft. Jofeph S Smith reproached geren forech pre 
barbarity. EA 

The prefidency, as foon as certified of the eon of r a 
of the French army, refolved that the whole of their own. fhould im~ 
mediately take the field. The choice of operations. was left to Colonel | 
Coote, who on the 21ft of November came from Madrafs to Conjeve’ 
ram, where the largeft divifion of the troops were in cantonment. _ = 
Having taken the command, he immediately aflembled a council of}. 
% wai, in which it was agreed, that the’feparated and diftant fitua~- 

tions. 


Novyembere. 
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iaeo, tions of the enemy’s troops, left a fair opportunity to reduce the fort 
——— of Vandiwath, which it was determined to try. The troops which 
November, had landed with Colonel Coote, joined the camp at Conjeveram on 

the 23d; from whence Captain Prefton was fent off the fame day 

with igs own company of infantry and of the pioneers, to remain 
at Chinglapett, in readinefs to advance with them when called for 
to Vandiwath, bringing likewife two eighteen-pounders and a howitz. 

The next evening Major Brereton proceeded with a {trong detachment 

to attack Trivatore; and on the 25th Colonel Coote with the main 

‘body advanced towards Arcot, where all the enemy’s troops in the 

field were encamped. Thefe-difpofitions’ were meant to perplex their 

guefs of what blow was intended-;° they had moft reafon to expec 

_againft Arcot, but neverthelefs concluded Vandiwath. 

A party fent forward by Major Brereton invefted Trivatore at nine 
at nk, but kept their guards fo negligently, that the garrifon, 
which were only a company of Sepoys, efcaped through them be- 
fore morning. Major Brereton, leaving two companies of Sepoys'in 
Trivatore, marched on with his divifion, and arrived the next day, 
which was the 26th, at Vandiwafh. Early the next morning they 
affaulted the pettah-and carried it, after a flight refiftance from fome 
_ Sepoys, but without any lofs. 

Colonel Coote arrived the fame morning with his Bia ion at Arcot, 
where he faw nothing of the enemy’s troops.on the ground of their 

encan camp nent near the town. They had fent a detachment on the night 
-ofthe 2. ith, eceding the morning thatColonelCoote began his march, 
2 ee nglifh poft at Checkrimalore, where the five 

poys had juft been reinforced, without the enemy’s 
W. h 50 ee from as Their goachment at- 
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of t ope in a. field at rent: were on their march 
g 26th, whilft Colonel Coote’s divifion was ap- 
ground they were quitting. In the evening of the 
rs after. his arrival at Arcot, Colonel Coote received 

l an 
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an exprefs from Major Brereton of his fuccefs on the pettah of Van- 
diwath ; and immediately made a forced march towards him. The next 
day, he left Major Monfon to bring on the line, and proceeding with 
the cavalry, arrived before noon at Vandiwafh ; where Brereton had 
almoft completed a battery for the two eighteen- -pounders which 


accompanied his’ divifion. It was ereéted in the weftern pettah, ” 


againtt the tower and cavalier in the s. w. angle of the fort. In 
the night, another battery was begun near the N. w. angle of the 
fouthern pettah, dire&tly oppofite to the fame tower; and both 
were compleated before the morning; but as the two eighteen- 
pounders expected from Chinglapett were not arrived, two twelve- 
pounders brought up from the line were mounted in their ftead: Hi- 
therto the enemy had fired day and night from the walls, and only 
fiightly wounded one man. The fire of the batteries opened with. 
the day, which was the 29th, and the tower attacked was filenced, 

and a practicable breach made in it, before noon : when Colonel Coote 
fammoned the French officer, who anfwered, that he fhould obey 
the orders he had received, to defend the fort to extremity. The 
batteries then continued to difmantle other parts of the defences ; and 
in the evening Major Monfon came up, with the main bady of 
the army. 

In the morning, the Kellidar fent fome of his officers and fer- 
vants, to f{tipulate for his own fecurity in the event. Colonel Coote 
pledged himfelf to continue him in the fort, and in the rent of the 
diftricts, as a dependent of the Company, if he would, with his own 
troops, feize, and deliver up thofe he had admitted belonging to the 
French ; but infifted on a pofitive anfwer by two in the afternoon ; 
at which hour no anfwer came; but a little after, the French foldiers 
appeared on the walls, and called out, that they would deliver up the 
fort. Colonel Coote chanced to be at the battery, and immediately 
ordered a company of Sepoys to advance, and take pofleffion of the 
gateway; who when they came there, were told that the key was 


with the Kellidar. - This baulk might have produced untoward con- . 


1759+ 
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November. 


fequences, if Colonel Coote, at the fame time that he fent the Peres : 


tothe gate, had not advanced himfelf with another company ae 


Vot. II. aA eo 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA — : kg 


r n , a 


THe War oF COROMANDEL. Book XI. 
4 breach, which they entered without oppofition ; and being immedi- 
fe Pci ately followed by fome of the officers with the picquet, no refiftance 
M ioe was attempted in any part of the fort. The troops belonging to 
the French were five fubaltern officers, 63 private Europeans, and 
100 Sepoys; the Kellidar’s, 500 horfemen and foot. In this fuccefs, 
“not aman of the Englifh troops was killed, and only five were 
wounded. The Englith forces had thrice before becn againft this 
place, and in the laft were repulfed, as we have lately feen, with as. 
much lofs as they had fuffered in any action in thefe wars. The 
Kellidar had figned the treaty, juft as the troops entered; but his 
% importance in the province, his relation to the family of Chunda- 
faib, his long connexion with the French government, and his in- 
veterate enmity to the Nabob Mahomedally, weighed unjuftly more 
than the refpect due to a contrat of which he was fulfilling his 
part. He was brought to Madrafs, behaved haughtily, and would 
give no account of his treafures, which he had fent away to Coilas 
' Guddy, a fort on one of the higheft hills near Velore, in which 
refided the widow of Subderally Cawn. ‘The Nabob faid, that the 
making him prifoner was of more importance than the reduétion of 
the fort, but offered to releafe him for ten lacks of rupees. 

The French troops in the field had made no motion from Chittapet 
to interrupt the attack ; and, as their ination rendered it unneceflary 
to march againit them, Colonel Coote refolved to attack Carangoly, 
before they were reinforced fufficiently to rifque an engagement. 
Carangoly is fituated 35 miles w.s. w. from Vandiwath, 12 to the 

aI _wefterly from Chinglapett, and 18 from Sadrafs and 
t he fort is large, having four not very unequal fides, of 


h had thrown up a glacis before the north 
pleted it before the tower in the vN. E. angle. 
i The 
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q The army, by detachments, entered the pettah, on the 4th of 
S December, and were expofed to fome fire from the fort, which killed 
a grenadier. The attack was confined to the north front, which, 
befides the two round towers in the angles, had the ufual voluminous 
i defences of a gateway, and a {quare tower on each hand of it ; in all 
five projections. On the 6th the army had finithed, and began to fire 
. from, a battery of two eighteen- pounders, oppofite the f{quare tower 
) next the round one in the angle on the left of this front. One of 

the guas fired to breach in the angle of the curtain on’ the left of 
yt the fquare tower, and the other to. ‘take off 1 the flanking fire of the 
round: but the fire of the fort was much fuperior ; for befides 
feveral old guns long belonging to the fort, the French had mine 
excellent pieces well mounted, which they brought to this face 5. and 
embrafures not only in the gate-way, but in the two towers on. the 
right of it, commanded the battery ; to oppofe which another battery 
for two guns was raifed on the left of the firft, which opened on 
the 7th in the morning, and the eight-inch howitz was planted in 
the N. w. part of the pettah, which firing dead fhells in recochet 
infiladed in its whole length-the rampart of the front attacked. At 
noon of this day the breach appeared praéticable, and Colonel Coote 
fummoned the commandant, Colonel O Kenelly, an Irifhman, and 
an officer of reputation in Lally? s regiment, fignifying that, if he 
perfifted, the garrifon would be expofed to the fame treatment as had 
been inflicted on the troops taken by aflault at Seringham. O Ke- 
ey nelly anfwered, that, as the letter was not dire€ted in French, he ~ 
i += had not opened it ; and as foon as the trumpet who brought: sat 
reached the pecans recommenced the fire. It continued | hotl 
} the 8th and gth ; when Colonel Coote advanced a; zig-z ag fro ei D tl 
l breaching battery. On the roth in the morning, ‘there only Bes 
kl i mained fhot for two hours; and more had been fent for fro nt Chin Ba ; 


i | lapett ; but before the batteries ceafed, a flag of. truce, | little expe ted, 

= appeared. on the walls. Time was at this time of : more e import at ance 

A than any thing but the difgrace of a repulfe, and Coote granted, al- ee * 
| A moft all that was afked. The garrifon, which confifted of 100: Euroa 


peans, including officers, marched out with their arms, | two rounds 
4A 2 a man, 
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Perag man, Mik days provifions, colours flying, and drums beating : the 
 — Sepoys’ were difarmed, but likewife fet free. ` Four of the nine guns 
a belonging to the French ‘had been difmounted, two Europeans were 
killed, and. five dangeroufly wounded. The Sepoys had fuffered 
‘more. The lofs of the Englith troops was lieutenant Campbell of 
the artillery ; a ‘grenadier, a Sepoy, and a Topafs mortally wounded. 
On the y2th, the army encamped again at VWandiwath ; where- 
‘they were joined the fame day by Captain More, with his detach- 
“ment from the northward. Thefe troops had advanced, accom- 
panied by thofe at Tripetti as far as Nelore, and’ were joined on the 
‘road by the party of Europeans ftationed there with lieutenant 
“Blfiot but the oop of Nazeabullah although ready had not 
‘ftirred a ftep from thé walls; he neverthelefs pretended that the 
‘dread of his preparations had been the principal caufe of Baffaulut 
Jung’ S retreat out of the Carnatic. All alarms ħaving ceafed in. this 
part of the country, Captain More fent back Elliot’s party to 
Nelore, and thofe which had come from Tripetti, and returned 
with his own divifion by the way of Tripaffore to. Conjeveram. 
Colonel Coote, when marching againft Vandiwafh, had ordered 
Captain Wood, if to be done with fafety, to advance from Covre- 
pauk, and take poft i in the city of Arcot, in order to prevent the 
French garrifon 1 in the fort there from collecting provifions. Wood 
arrived i in the town on the 28th, with 300 SAPE 5o Europeans, 
and § AN ‘black horfe,, who, without the leaft oppofition, took pof- 
feffio th ne pos and the- ediacent facets peeees 
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was Beas every day by a es failure. of ae 
5 part of the country. Captain More’s detachment: 
o oee Wood’s on, their return,, and both to. 
the attack of the fort of Arcot, again tt which. 
‘to ‘march. as foon: as he had reduced Caran. 
le&ed fafcines and other materials, and had even, 
‘one of i the batteries, when they were obliged to 
x i defitt,, 
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defift, and retire, on the gth, by the approach of Mr. Bufly re- 1759. 

turning from the northward with a much larger force than had December. 

accompanied him out ofthe province. a 
After fifteen days march, and three of halt, Mr. Buffy, with his 

detachment, arrived on the roth of November at Baflaulut Jung’s 

camp, Which was lying on a plain, fix miles from the city of Cu- 

dapah. The diftance from Arcot in the dire& line is 110 miles, 

nearly north ; but 300 by the road, which winds more than two 

thirds of the way along the valleys of rocky mountains. The 

French detachment with Baffaulut Jung, the Europeans as well as- 

the Sepoys, were, for want of money, in want even of food; and to: 

maintain them, their officers had fold every thing of their own, but 

their cloaths.;, from fimilar diftreffes, although not fo fevere, the 

troops of Baflaulut Jung were ready to revolt. His propofals to Mr. 

Bufly were, ‘‘ that the French fhould regard him as. the abfolute 

« mafter of the province of Arcot, fhould furrender to his authority 

- © all the countries. of which they were in poffeflion, whether in this: 

‘‘ province or in the dependencies of Tritchinopoly, and he would. 

« account with them for one-third of the produce ; but whatfoever 

« might hereafter be conquered, fhould become entirely his own, free 

« of this deduction. All affairs and tributes were to be regulated by | 

« the Duan he fhould appoint. The French were to fwear they would 

« aft him againft Nizamally, if he fhould enter the Carnatic; 

« with. whom they, fhould make no treaty without the participation 

“ of Baffaulut Jung; and, after they had conquered or made peace 

« with the Englith, fhould. furnifh him with a body of troops, ta. 7 | 

« make war on Nizamally. After the peace, he was to be put in A. H 

<< full poffeffion of the whole Carnatic, and its dependencies, ac~ 

“ cording to. the ancient ufages, when the F rench were no longer 

« to, be fear fled to, any part of the revenues. He might return i 

« into the Decan, whenfoever he pleafed ; and, during his abfence ~ ; af 

s“ from his capital of Adoni, the French were to, furnifh a detach- aa 

« ment of 300 Europeans, and. 2000 Sepoys, with artillery, ammu- 

<¢ nition, and ftores, to garrifon this place; and the expence of: this 

«* body of troops might be deducted out of his fhare of the revenues 3 

Sate 
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acts « of the Carnatic. As his troops were unpaid, and fince the difafter 
5 Ee; 

«< of Nazirjing were afraid of ferving in the Carnatic, Mr. Bufly 
«< fhould immediately lend him four lacks of rupees to be diftributed 
A A  « amonght them as the only means of engaging themto march. If 
“ this agreement fhould not take effeét after his arrival at Arcot, he 
« and his army fhould be reconduéted out of the province with 
_ « friendfhip and good faith.” The tenor of thefe terms bore the 
ftrongeft marks of Sampetrow’s advice: Mr. Bufly anfwered them 
by other propofals, which left the iffue of every one made by 

Baflaulut Jung uncertain, and liable to future difcuffions and ar- = 
rangements. The perfonal conferences only widened the difference, 
by difcovering more clearly to each the views of the other; but 
‘Baffaulut Jung took no perional difguft to Mr. Bufly, and at his 
‘folicitation iffued patents fubjeCting, at leaft in words, the whole 
province of Arcot to the government of Mr. Lally, and enjoining 
all the chiefs and feudatories to pay him the ufual tributes and 
‘obeifance. In the fame plain where Baflaulut Jung and Bufly were 
encamped, were likewife lying two other confiderable bodies of 
troops, the one a detachment of 3000 Morattoes appointed to guard 
that part of the territory of Cudapah, which had been ceded the 
year before the-laft to the Morattoe jurifdiction ; the other was a 
body of 2500 Pitan horfe, belonging to the Nabob of Cudapah. 
Mr. Bufly, by former intercourfes, knew the officers of both. ‘The 
Pitans lent him money, which enabled him to inlift roo of their 

í horfe, the fame number of Baffaulut Jung’s, and 200 of the Mo- 2 
* rattoes; anc to fupply the immediate wants of the French troops at- 
ki i tending Baffaulut Jung, and his own detachment, which he now 
joined into one body under his own command. This whole force 
collected, confifted of 350 European infantry, 100 European horfe, 
ò e s À of which 500 were Arabs < or Abyffinians, 800 black 


h of November, five tse after his arrival, returning by the 
y he had come. On the 10th of December, he arrived at 
n whence his approach had obliged Captain Moore and 
n with their detachments to Covrepauk, and from 
ed Se IES wane me © hence 4 
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hence Captain Moore proceeded with his to the army at Carangoly, 
to which it added 180 Europeans, 1200 Sepoys, and 160 black horfe. 
The Europeans replaced the number which were left in garrifon at 
Vandiwafh and Carangoly, and the Sepoys were more. 

The lofs of thefe places was the fevereft reproach of the error 
which Mr. Lally had committed in detaching fo great a part of 
his force to the fouthward: of which he himfelf was fo fenfible, 
that he juftified it only by the diftrefs to which he was reduced for 
money to fupply the immediate pay and fubfiftance of the army. He 
now fent expreffes to recall them all, excepting 300 Europeans, which 
were to be left in the pagoda of Seringham. The main body of the 
French troops remained waiting their arrival at Chittapet. Mr. Bufly 
left his force about the town of Arcot, and went himfelf to Pondi- 
cherry.. The horfe he brought {pread themfelves, and committed 
every kind of ravage and deftruction as far as Conjeveram, between 
the Paliar and the mountains. A body of Morattoes belonging to 
Morarirow had been for fome time at the pafs of Cudapanatam, w. of 
Velore ; they were commanded by Innis Khan, whom we have feen 
ferving in the former wars of Tritchinopoly. Both Madrafs and 
Pondicherry had agents in their camp, treating for their fervice. The 
Englith, Morarirow knew, had moft money ; and pretending, that 
he had incurred great charges in preparing a body of troops at their 
requifition, to march to their afliftance before the fiege of Madrafs, 
for which he had not been paid, the terms he now demanded were 


peremptory, and the rates high. They endeavoured to bargain 


lower ; and he, asthe fhorteft means, m his own politics, to make 


them conclude immediately, accepted 20,000 rupees from the French - 


agents, and fent a thoufand of his horfe through the hills, who did 
not join their camp, but in two days were on the Englifh ag 
between Arcot and Conjeveram. 


Colonel Coote, with the army, marched from. Vandiwath on 
the 13th, and encamped the next evening at Papantanguel, a 


town fix miles forward in the road from Trivatore to Arcot; in 


which fituation, half a day’s march enabled him to interfe 
the enemy’s troops moving to join each edici whether from Arcot, 
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‘or fom Chittapet; but none appeared; for few of the returning 
treeps from Seringham, and none they expected from Pondicherry, 
Were as yet come up; and the divifion remaining at Arcot was 
too weak to venture, before the others were advanced near enough, 
to enfure the jun@ion. On the 16th, the army marched, rel 
encamped at Muleawady, fix miles nearer Arcot, but ftill to the 
fouth of the Paliar. By this time, the horfe brought by Mr. 
Buffy, and the Morattoes let loofe by Morarirow, were committing 
every kind of ravage and defolation in the country to the north 
of this river, and as far as within 20 miles of Madrafs. Thoufands 
of cattle were fwept off in as many days, which they fold to 
the firft purchafer, at feven or eight for a rupee, and then made 
them again the booty of the next excurfion. With this experience, 
the inhabitants would no longer redeem them; after which, no fub- 
miffions exempted themfelves from the fword, and all abandoned the 
villages and open country, to feek fhelter in the woods, forts, and 
hiils neareft their reach. Not a man ventured a. or his bul- 
lock with a bag of rice to the camp; which, for three days, were 
totally. deprived of this ftaple food. Exceffive rains fell during the 
17th*and all the next day, which the tents could not refit; and 
from the neceffity of affording the troops fome repofe, Colonel Coote 
marched from Muleawady on the roth, and put the whole army 
into cantonments in the fort of Covrepauk, and the villages adja- 
cent. The next day, he went to Madrafs, to confer with Gans Pre- 
fidency on the meafures neceflary to be taken again{t the force 
which had been fent to recover the countries of AET and 
‘Tritchinopoly : for intelligence had not yet been acquired, that the 
greateft part of them were recalled. 

The reduétion of Vandiwath, notwithftanding the lofs of Sering- 
ham, revived the reputation of the Englifh arms in the A 
countries. The king of Tanjore fent horfe and foot, and Tondi- 

í man: and the two Moravers their colleries, to the Nabob at Tritchi- 
-nopoly. ‘Mr. Lally’s orders, recalling the troops, were immediately 
obeyed. On the gth, 600 European foot, and roo horfe, left the pa- 
pe and recrofled the Coleroon. As foon as they were gone, Capt. 


ap. I ; 3 ; Jofeph 
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Jofeph Smith refolved to circumfcribe the troops which remained, as 
ee as the ftrength of his gar rifon allowed, and detached 500 Se- 
poys, and as many Colleries, to inveft Cortalum, a mud fort on the 
fouthern bank of the Cavers 15 miles w. of Tritchinopoly, RE 
were followed the next day by 300 more Sepoys, two field-piece 
two cohorns, and 50 Europeans, under the command of En Sigh 
Morgan. ‘The fort, in which were fome S Sepoys, capitulated as foon 
as the cannon appeared. Enfign Morgan then fent half his detach- 
ment to attack Totcum, another fort like, and almoft oppofite to 
Cortalum, in which were 10 Europeans, and 200 Sepoys, who de- 
fended themfelves until Morgan came up with the reft of his force, 
when they furrendered. From Totcum, Morgan marched to Samia- 
veram, in order to join another detachment from the city, when both 
were to proceed againft Utatoor. Early on the 16th, Jofeph Smith 
received intelligence, that a convoy of ammunition, guarded by a few 
Sepoys, were on the road from Utatoor to Seringham; and at the 
fame time, a party of 40 Europeans, and 100 Sepoys fent from 
Seringham to join and affure the arrival of this convoy, were per- 
E crofling the Coleroon ; on which he detached 40 Europeans, 
4.00 Sepoys, 220 of the Nabob’s horfe,, and fome Colleries, acrofs 
both rivers, under the command of Enfign Bridger, with orders 
to proceed to Samiaveram, where he was to be feed by Morgan’s 
party fromTotcum, and both united, were to take poft at Samiaveram 
in order to intercept the return of the enemy’s detachment. At the 
fame time, Captain Richard Smith marched out of the city with 
100 Europeans, 300 Sepoys, and three guns, and took poft on the 
fouthern bank of the Caveri oppofite to the Pagoda of Sering- 
ham; where he foon after knew, by a fignal from the rock 
of Tritchinopoly, that 100 more Europeans had marched from 
the pagoda, and were pafling the Coleroon ; on which, as had been 
concerted, he croffed the Caveri, and kept up the hotteft fire he 
could againft the gate of the pagoda, which was returned from 
various {caffoldings within, and Captain Smith was wounded ; 


but fill perfifting, the enemy, as had been forefeen, recalled their 


detachment. Soon after Enfign Bridger’s fignals gave token that 


Vora like fe dD he 
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he was in pofteftion of the pagodas at Samiaveram ; but that Enfign 


~ French ‘detachment which ie marched from Seringham, returned 
with the convoy from Utatoor, and advanced boldly to the upper pa- 
Hae goda of Samiaveram; near which, enfign Bridger was prepared to 
oppofe them. On the firft firing, moft of the coolies threw down 
their burthens of ammunition, and ran away; on which the 
troops, with the reft, took poft in the lefler pagoda, and, fhutting 

the gates, prepared for defence. But in lefs than an hour, enfign 

. Morgan, with the whole of his force from Totcum, appeared, 
~~ and the enemy furrendered. They were a captain, a lieutenant, 
and 38 grenadiers. Of Bridger’s detachment, feveral Sepoys, with a 


$ 


Thefe operations were of confequence ; for this being the feafon of 
harvett, and the corn ready to reap, the renters, as ufual, yielded 
the government’ s fhare, which amounted to 100,000 rupees, to the 
ftronger force. The intelligence of thefe fucceffes had not reached 


vices were received that the greateft part of the French force were 
returning from thefouthward; neverthelefs, the prefidency were much 
inclined to indulge the anxious and repeated requefts of the Nabob, 
to reinforce Tritchinopoly with 200 Europeans, in order to retake 
Seringham and Utatoor, and to recover the countries which had 
latély been loft, with fo much detriment to his revenues ; ; but the 
bis uments of Colonel Coote, confirmed by the recent example of 
the fame error committed by Mr. Lally, and its confequences, evinced 


imp Brace za of geenihing the army at this time, when it 


ed 5 DER ie returned on the 2 af to CTN where, Ai- 
ence, nothing had happened, _but’a {kirmith EA the 
e of the army, which were encreafed to: 700; and an 
ee whom they beat off. On the 24th, a 
ize pick horfe, with fome. Sepoys of the garrifon at 
Vandiwath, 
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Morgan’s party was not yet come up. The next morning, he 


Serjeant of one of the companies, and three Europeans, were killed. . 


Madrafs, when Colonel Coote arrived there from the camp, but ad- 


— E 
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Vandiwath, furprifed 4 a party of the enemy’s Sepoys, quartered in 
a village called Niconum, 15 miles to the fouth, of whom they 
killed twelve, and difperfed the reft. 


The main body of the French army from Chittapett, ener aed 


by the returning troops from Seringham, and whatfoever more 
could be {pared from the garrifons to the fouth of the Paliar, had 
advanced to Arcot, foon after the Englith filed off to Covrepauk. 
Thus their whole force, but ftronger Cian before, was once again af- 


fembled ; and they encamped alone the fouth fide of the river quite 


up to the fuburbs of the city. On the 26th, Colonel Coote moved 
the Englifh army to Chinefimundrum, a village fix miles from Co- 
vrepauk, and five from Arcot, where the ground afforded a very 
advantageous encampment ; fora large tank extended in front, a mo- 
rafg on each hand, and the only accefs in’ front and rear was by a 
caufe-way.. On the 2ọth, the Generals Lally and Buffy came with 
a party of horfe to reconnoitre the camp, and a fkirmifh paffed 
between them and the out-pofts. The next day, the greateft part 
of their horfe appeared again, and, after feveral motions, made an 
attack on a guard of Sepoys, pofted in a village called Trimetcherry, 
about a mile in front of the camp, and cut down feveral of them 


in the ftreet; but the reft kept their ground in the houfes, and 


revenged the lofs by killing feveral of the horfe, who, feeing other 
troops advancing; retired. On the 31ft, three companies of Sepoys 
croffed the river, and, at three in the morning, entered, and beat 
up the camp of the Morattoes, which lay on the right of the 


‘French encampment. All fled, as ufual when furprized ; but of the 


few fhot which were returned, one chanced to wound Enfign Mere- 
dith, who commanded the party ; after which, the Sepoys could 
not be prevailed upon to purfue their fuccefs by deftroving the ani- 
mals and baggage. Thus clofed the year 1759, the third of this 
dubious ‘war, with the two armies in fight of each other, but nei- 
ther ready for immediate decifion ; for “the Englith were afraid of 


the fuperiority of the enemy’s cav alry, and were waiting in ex- 

pectation, not only of drawing off the body of the I Morita, 

which were with them, but likewile of being joined by 2000 more | 
4 B2 who 
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« the advantages poflefled by Anunderauze.” Narraindey accepted: - 
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who were full remaining with Innis Khan on the other fide of 
the mountains. On the other hand, Mr. Lally was likewife nego- 
tiating for the fame altance, and ftll miftrufted the attachment of 
his European troops, although equal in number to the Englifh; 
and waited for an addition, by the return of what remained’ of the 
detachment which had been {ent in April, under the conduct of Mr. 
Moracin, to reinforce Mafulipatam. 
Not venturing to land the troops, as Mafulipatam was taken, Mr. 
Moracin failed away on the 18th of April, and in five days arrived 
at Ganjam, which is fituated at the northern extremity of the Chi- 
cacole province on the fea. The French had long kept a trading- 
houfe here, and were conneéted with Narraindeu, the principal Ra- 
jah in this part of the province: the fort and wood of his refidence 
is called Moherry, and is fituated twelve miles from the fea-fhore, 
and thirty miles w.s.w. from Ganjam. Befides Moherry, he ‘had 
fix or feven other forts, which lie more inland, and farther to the 
north. His conftant force was 3000 men, befides which he occa- 
fionally hired from the other polygars. The Rajah Vizeramrauze, 
during his adminiftration under Mr. Buffy in the province of Chi- 
cacole, had by fome {éverities provoked the hatred of Narraindeu ; 
which devolved, after the death of Vizeramrauze, on his {uccefior, 
Anunderamrauze, who, as we have feen, had invited and joined 
the Englifh, whom neverthelefs. Narraindeu had lefs reafon to 
diflike than the French, under whofe authority the vexations he 
refented from Vizeramrauze had originated. Neverthelefs Moracin 
propofed, “ that their forces united fhould march firt againft the 
“ Englith fettlement of Vizagapatam, and then againft Viziana- 
« garum, the principal refidence of Anunderauze. If fuccefsful 
“ thus far, they were to go on, until joined by the French army of 
« obfervation, which was with Salabadjing, when Mafulipatam was 
ned : probably Salabadjing would affift in retaking this place, 
Panden. in reward for his fervices, was to be placed in all 


the terms, but with no intention of profecuting the expedition, any: 
farther than the continuance of his.own advantages, 


But 


/ 
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i But the French troops, having expected to land at Mafulipatam, 1759- 
were not pes with equipments for long marches, which it re- 
quired much time to prepare at Ganjam. There were in the de- 
tachment 43 Engliíh foldiers, who had been taken prifoners, and had 
entered into ther French fervice, on condition of being only em- 
ployed on this expedition. Thirty of thefe men together made 
their efcape foon after they landed, and, through many hardfhips, 
found their way to Cuttack in Orixa in the middle of May, where 
they were relieved by the Engiifh refident, Mr. Grey, who fent 

+ them to Balafore, from whence they were conveyed to Calcutta. 

Seven more arrived at Cuttack in June, and afterwards came in fe- 

veral other deferters of other nations. It was the beginning of 

July, before Mr. Moracin was ready to march; by which time, he 

had expended all his ready money, and the fubfiftance of the de- 

tachment depended on the fale cf fome trumpery commodities, and. 
the precarious faith of Narraindeu; who, however, accompanied 
them with his troops. After threé or four marches, they were dif- 
treffed to extremity for provifions, which neither the army of Nar- 
raindeu, nor the inhabitants of his towns, would fupply without 
money. At Burrampoor, a town in the hills, fix miles before you: 
arrive at Mogherry, the French foldiers entered the houfes to get 

victuals ; a fray enfued, and blood was fhed on both fides... Narrain-. 
deu, with all his troops, immediately left them; and fummoned the 
affiftance of the neighbouring chiefs. The French detachment,, 
having no alternative, marched back towards Ganjam. . Narraindeu, 

and his allies, met them in the way, and ftood what they called a: 

battle; but the European arms, as ufual, eafily difperfed them; 

and the detachment took poft in Munfurcottah, a town fituated eight 
miles from Ganjam, in a country abounding in flocks and grain, 

where they collected provifions, although furrounded by the enemy 3. 

with whom. they commenced a negociation, of which Narraindeu < 

feemed to be as. defirous as themfelves.. “Io conclude it, one of the- ee 

French officers, naméd Darveu, went to Narraindeu in his camp, 

but-accompanied by 40 Europeans, and the fame number of Sepoys.: 

On their return, they were attacked by the whole force they had vi- 
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--fited, and all the Europeans excepting three were killed : ‘the Sepoys, 
‘not being fo much the object of this treachery, fuffered lefs. Mr. 
Moracin immediately returned to Ganjam, and encamped within. 
-and round.the French factory, which is on the river-fide ; and threw 
up works futficient to protect his detachment from.attacks through 

the avenues of the town, which Narraindeu, and his allies, rotted, 

Of the two fhips which brought the detachment, the Harlem had 
been difpatched to Arracan for provifions, and the Briftol had 

‘been driven afhore in a hard gale of wind, before the troops marched 

to.Burrampore. There was on the ftocks on. the river-fide a large 

fnow ; and in the river, feveral {maller vefiels belonging to the fac- 
tory, in which they intended to return to Pondicherry with the 
northern monfoon, after the Englifh fquadron fhould have quitted 
the coaft. In the mean time, they continued for many days, fkir- 
smithing with the troops of Narraindeu, who at length offered’to treat, 
-which produced a ceffation of hoftilities, but no terms of reconci- 
liation ; for the demands-.of the French were in proportion to the in- 
juries they had received; and Narraindeu only meant to fave the ex- 
pences of the field, with fecurity that the French troops would not 
-ymake incurfions into his country, after his own fhould have returned 
ito their quarters. This they promifed, and remained quiet. 

In the mean time: letters from Narraindeu to Colonel Clive ar- 
rived in Bengal, requfting him to fend a body of Europeans, which, 
joined by his own force, might eafily take or deftroy the whole of 
the French detachment with Moracin. The report of the defer- 


‘December. 


a nae 


he Englifh affairs, and the decreafe of their military- force in Bengal 
polyperenitted’ any farther diminution of it: however, Golonel 
with his ufual {pirit of enterprize, determined to try theex pe- 
Sixty Europeans, hali of them artillery men, were em- 
fee Toe which had r00 Europeans as her crew. 


E one in the road of Ganjam under en colours. 
ich officers immediately came on board to enquire news, 
A re stain = 
and y ae inga prifoners, Captain Samfon then went:afhore #4 
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dér a paffport to Moracin, magnified the force he had brought, faid 1759- 
more was coming, and propofed that he fhould furrender his whole 
detachment to avoid unneceflary bloodíhed. But Moracin had. ob-- 
tained jufter intelligence. Samfon then landed meflengers which. 
got to Narraindeu, who being by this time certified that the French 
detachment would foon go away of their own accord, had no farther 
motive or inclination to renew hoftilities againft them : but neverthe-- 
lefs promifed Sampfon that he would foon appear with his army, . 
and again inveft the town. A civil intercourfe of meflages conti- 
nued between them until the 20th, when Sampfon being convinced 
that he intended to do-nothing, failed away for Bengal. 

In the beginning of November, Mr. Moracin embarked from Gan- 
jam with 40 Europeans in a floop, and on the r1th landed at Coca- 
nara, which lies clofe to the fea, on the right-hand of a {mall river, . 
about 20 miles N. E. of the eaftern arm of the Godaveri. On this arm 
are fituated the Englith and French fa€tories of Ingeram and Yanam, - 
Of the prifoners taken at Mafulipatam, moft of thofe who had been - 
admitted to give their parole, had departed, andwererefiding at Yanam, . 
waiting for embarkations to proceed to Pondicherry: and, on this - 
pretence, went to Moracin at Cocanara, and informed him fully 
of the ftate of affairs in this part of the country.” The diftri€ts from’ 
the Godaveri to Cocanara, were under'the government of Jugga- - 
pettyrauze, a near relation of Anunderauze. ‘They had long been : | 
at enmity, and when Anunderauze invited the Englifh, Jaggapetty — | 
joined the French, and with his troops accompanied them at the | 
battle of Peddipore. After- the vi€tory Colonel Forde granted — 
away his countries to Anunderauze, who hitherto, for want of the 
affiftance he expected from the Englifh, had not ventured to: employ ~ 
his own force to get pofieflion. Jaggapetty ‘neverthelefs expect-- 
ing to be attacked by him, had kept the field on the weftern arm : 
of the Godaveri, and from his camp correfponded with Mr. An- - 
drews, the Englifh chief at Mafulipatam, to-revoke the ceffion made : 
to his rival. His fort of Samel Cotah is only ten miles inland from — 


R iR 
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Gocanara. Moracin fent agents thither and to his camp, to propofe Ti 
an alliance, informing him of the force that was following from: phi tee 
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“1559. Ganjam, and promifing more from Pondicherry. Jaggapetty nei- 
n 2 ther conciuded, nor I the propofal; but neither he nor his 
+ ETE people ¢ at Samel Cotah gave even the common affiftances of the 
country to the troops at Moracin; who, for want of provifions, 
3 = committed violences, were refitted, and moft of them were either 
feized by the officers of the ditrict, or took fervice with them ; 
which reduced Moracin to re-embark on the floop with five or fix, 
the remainder of his party ; they failed on the roth, and a few days 
after arrived at Pondicherry. je 
The troops remaining at Ganjam were 250 eftimated Europeans, 
~ but of which half were Topafies, and 100 Sepoys. They embarked 
+ under the command of the Chevalier Poete, on the fnow and two 
‘floops, rigged and manned with the ftores and crew of the Briftol : 
they arrived at Cocanara on the 19th of December; and Poete fent 
athore fifty Europeans, and the Sepoys, to try the inclinations of 
Jaggapettyrauze : immediately after they landed, a hard gale of 
wind drove the two {loops afhore. i 
The troops. fent from Bengal with Colonel Forde had received 
_repeated orders from this noy to return thither from Mafuli- 
petam; but they were to march overland the whole way, in order 
to meet; and attack Moracin’s detachment, who it was fuppofed 
would be, if not at Ganjam, fomewhere on the coat. The rains 
Id not permit the Bengal troops to take the field until the be- 
ag of November; before which, Colonel Forde had failed in 
iddle of O&tober from Mafulipatam for Bengal, where he ar- 


jti | time to render one more very important fervice to his 


y were reduced from 500 Europeans, and 1500 
he one, and 800 of the other: the Europeans, 


Be Sepoys, chiefly by the difmiffion of 500, 
r m Mafulipatam to. their homes in the Gar- 
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Ee 
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N, notwithftanding they had recruited 5o out 


e on the expedition to Bengal, and were ` 
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natic. The waters of the Godaveri were not yet abated; near the ~ 
fea are feven or eight channels between the two principal arms; 
and other fmaller rivers coming from the Colair lake, interfe& the 
land between the weftern arm of the Godaveri and Mafulipatam ; 
which render the march along the fea-fhore, although fhorter in 
diftance, much more tedious than the inland road. The troops 
therefore returned this way, which was the fame they had come, 
excepting, that they paffed the bed of the Colair farther to the 
weftward, where it becomes fooneft dry. At Rajahmundrum they 
heard, chat the French detachment with the Cheval: Poete had 
landed at Cocanara. 

Anunderauze, on the appearance of Moracin at Cocanara a month 
before, had no doubt that he would be immediately joined by Jag- 
gapettyrauze, and fent off a body of troops from Vizianagarum to 
protect the diftri&ts of Rajahmundrum from their inroads. On the 
approach of this force, Jaggapettyrauze returned with his, from the 
Godaveri to his fort of Samelcotah, and both were near each other, 
when the French troops with Poete arrived on the coaft, and the 
Englifh with Fifcher at Rajahmundrum. ‘The officers of Anunde- 
rauze begged affiftance from Fifcher, who, advifing them to keep 
the forces of Jaggapettyrauze at bay, proceeded with his command 
as faft as fatigue and impediments permitted, towards Cocanara. The 
diftri& for fome diftance round this place is covered with coconut- 
groves, for the fhelter of the weavers; and the French troops were 
lying in a village at the fkirt of the groves two miles from the 
Dutch fort, and the fea; and, for what reafon is not found, Poete 
had not yet landed any more to reinforce the firft detachment. 
Jaggapettyrauze was encamped five miles on their left, againft 
whom the forces of Anunderauze were advancing, but in a dif- 
ferent line of march, at the fame time that the Englifh troops were 
approaching Cocanara, who, before they came in fight of the French 
detachment, faw the armies of the two Rajahs {kirmifhing on their 
sight; which Fifcher deeming a proof that none of the French had 
joined Jaggapettyrauze, fuppofed them intent only on preferving 
their retreat to the fea, and fent forward Captain Yorke with the 

Vor, U. 4€ grenadiers 
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gienadiers. aid- 500: Sepoys to prevent their embarkation. The 
French: troops: had’ gained’ no certain intelligence of the force 
with Fifcher, and waited on their ground until they could diftin- 
guil the number of Yorke’s divifion, who when near fent off 
the Sepoys to gain their flank, and haftened up in front with the 
grenadiers as fait as they could march. The French only remained 
to give one fire, and then ran as faft as they could through the grove, 
followed almoft at the fame pace, to gain the Dutch factory, into 
which they were admitted. Yorke immediately furrounded the fac- 
tory; which had very flight defences, and Fifcher coming up in the 
evening with the main body, invefted it more clofely, and perem- 
ptorily demanded the French troops, whom, after a very formal 
proteft, the Dutch agents delivered the next day, which was the 
28th of December. In the enfuing might Poete failed with the reft 
of his detachment 200 men, Europeans and Topafles, all in the 
fhow. From Cocanara the Englifh troops marched on to Vizaga- 
patam, where they arrived on the 16th of January; and a few days 
after, all the Europeans embarked in two Englifh fhips proceeding - 
to Bengal; but the Sepoys were left to purfue their route on fhore 


` by Ganjam and through the province of Orixa. Thus nothing re- 


mained to fear in the company’s pofieflions and acquifitions to the 
north of the Kriftna. We fhall now defcribe the progrefs of their 
officer Mahomed Iffoof in the countries towards Cape Comorin. 

` He arrived at Madura on the 4th of May, and had been abfent ten 
months. The force he left in the country, when called away, was 
14 companies of Sepoys, fix in the fort of Madura, five in Palamco- 
tah, and three at Tinivelly.. Nothing more could be expected from. 


either of thefe bodies, than to defend the ground in fight of the 


walls they garrifoned. Accordingly all the diftricts.of both provinces 
from the foreft of Nattam to the gates of Travancore, lay fubjec-to 


‘their contributions, or expofed to their ravages. The declenfion of the 


Englifh affairs, which began with the furrender of Fort St. David, (on. 


whichMahomed Iffoof was recalled)and continued untiltheFrench were’ 
- obliged to raife the fiege of Madrafs, kept Maphuze Kham in‘continuak 
‘hopes, that he fhould be joined by a body of French troops, and efta- 


blifhed 
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blifhed with their afliftance in the government of thofe countries ; and 
the adminiftration of Pondicherry, by their letters and emiffaries, en- 
couraged him to think fo. Waiting this fortune, he remained with the 
Pulitaver, ‘ftyling himfelf, and ftyled.a fovercign ; but without any 
other means of fubfiftance than what the Pulitaver chofe to fupply, 
who, never regulating his money by words, {carcely furnifhed him 
with common neceflaries. The return of Hoof Khan bettered his 
condition; as the Pulitaver was afraid he might at length liften to a 
reconciliation with the Nabob, and Maphuze Khan, always go- 
verned by the love of eafe, felt no refentment at the humility to which 
he had been reduced. He prefided, at }eaft in appearance, in the 
councils of the eaftern Polygars; who reiolved to meet Iffoof with 
their united force, and invited the weftern to the common defence ; 
who having joined them againft Palamcotai in the late diftrefies of 
the Englith affairs, expe€ted no pardon, and took the field. The 
weftern league confifted of fix polygars: Catabominaigue, their former 
leader, was lately dead, and had been fucceeded by a relation, who 
took as ufual the fame name, and bore, inftead of the indifference of 
his predeceffor, an averfion to the Englifh. Etiaporum was always 
the next to him in importance, and now in aédtivity. 

The force which accompanied Mahomed Ifloof from Conjeveram, 
confifted only of fix companies of Sepoys, and 60 horfe, but he had 
on his march requefted troops from ‘Tondiman and the two Mo- 
ravers, with whom he had always continued on good terms, and 
3000 men, horfe, colleriesand Sepoys, from the three potygars joined 
him on his arrivalat Madura, where he nevertnelefs immediately 
began to make farther levies, and by fhifting and garbling out 
of all that were with him, compofed a body of 300 horfe, and 
700 Sepoys, who had feen fervice, which he fent forward to ra- 
vage the diftricts of ‘Etiaporum, where they were to be joined by 
three of the companies of Sepoys from the garrifon of Palamcotah, 


which had reftored its lofles by new levies. This body of troops 


were to maintain their’ ground until the laft extremity, in order-to 
prevent the junétion of the weftern with the troops of the eaftern 
polygars, until Mahomed Iffoof himfelf could follow with the main 

HCP? hody 
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body from Madura, where he was under the neceflity of remaining 
a while longer. ; 

The Colleries of Nattam extend 40 miles, from the diftri&ts of 
the leffer Moraver to the eaftern mountains. Their foreft fkirts the 
Madura country to the north ; and, where oppofite, is within twelve 
miles of the city. It was they who attacked the troops with Co- 
lonel Heron in 1755. They are much wilder than the colleries to 
the North of them in the territory of Tritchinopoly, and differ (ip 
f more from thofe of Madura and Tinivelly, having neither forts nor 
military array. They acknowledge no confiderable chiefs, and live A) 
in {mall parcels, connected by choice or relation; fo that their dif 
putes rarely exceed the private revenge of individuals, They re- 
gard all other people as booty; but robbery: amongft them- 
felves as the greateft crime: and any one of them. e{corting a 
ftranger is a fufficient protection againft all the reft; but without 
this fafeguard, which is always paid for, the- traveller rifques his 
life at every ftep. Contemptible in the open field, where they 
rarely truft themfelves, they are much more dextrous than any of 
thefe races in the practices of ambufcade and theft. They had 
plundered the country up to the gates of Madura of all the cattle, 
robbed all the villages, and continued to waylay whatfoever Parties 
were returning to the city with provifions from other quarters. As all 
ofthe troops with Mahomed Ifloof were fit for hoftilities againi{t fuch 
an enemy, he refolved to employ them in attacking theirhaunts, whilft 
his levies: were forming to better difcipline. He, however, attended 
the fervice himfelf, which appeared more like one of the general 
huntings peculiar to Afia, than: a military expedition. Avenues 
were cut into the foreft, and the inhabitants fhot as they fled; but 
{fome were referved to be releafed, or executed, on occafion. A month 
was, however, employed before he had completed this revenge, and 
reduced them to beg quarter, and pay cattle, their only money, 
moftly colleéted by theft; which, with others he procured, to the 
amount of 1000 beeves, and 2000 fheep, were fent to. Tritchino- 
poly, from whence they were forwarded at different times by Cap- 
tain Jofeph Smith to the fea-coaft, for the ufe of the {quadron, 


and: = 
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and enabled them to keep the windward ftation, without confuming 1759- 
their own ftock of provifions. x 
On the fecond of July he began his march from Madura, with ai: os 
600 horfe, 3000 Sepoys, and 2400 other foot belonging to Tondi- 
man, and the- Moravers, in all 6000 men. His artillery was one 
eighteen-pounder, and nine from fix and lower. He was fcant of 
powder, having none but what he made himfelf; for, fince the 
deftruction of the mill at Madrafs by Mr. Lally, the prefidency could 
not fupply: their troops and garrifons in the Carnatic from their 
own produce; but borrowed from the {quadron, and received from 
Bombay. ‘The mufkets of his Sepoys were old, infirm, of various 
nations, and not fufficient in number, and were fupplied by fowl- 
ing-pieces, and any fuzees he could collect. He was likewife in 
want of flints, which are fubftituted in fome parts of India by . 
agate; of which there is none in thefe countries. All thefe wants - R, r 
hie reprefented to the prefidency, and efpecially requefted two - 1 
eighteen- -pounders, and two. field-pieces. of fix, with a full fupply AG 
of fhot.. . l f 
His firt march was to Calancandan. He had taken this fort in- 
1756; but after his departure for the Carnatic, the Pulitaver and 
Vadagherrt had extended their acquifitions thus far, and placed their . 
owas in Calancandan. it was a mud fort, without cannon, and, . 
after a flight refiftance, fubmitted to his. From hence he proceed- 
ed to take up the large detachment he had fent forward againft © 
Etiaporum; who, by continually ravaging the diftri€ts of this po- - 
lygar, kept-his troops on their own ground, and deterred both him - 
and Catabominaigue from marching acrofs the country to join the — 
Pulitaver: having fufficiently conftrained thefe chiefs, the de- - 
tachmert proceeded againft Coilorepettah, which ftands nearly mid- - 
way in the ftreighteft ‘road between Madura and Tinivelly, about - 
o.miles from each. . This fort had likewife been ftormed in June | 
1756 by Mahomed Iffoof, and carried with confiderable lofs. The 
polygar was then taken prifoner ; whether reftored or fucceeded by > 
fs chee we do not find; but the place was at this time in the 
hands of one who defended it.as well; for 100 of the Sepoys were : 
4 killed S 
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zA 9: killed and wounded in the attack, which lafied three days, and then 

the polygat made his efcape by night. The fort was immediately 

pa razed to the ground, after which fie detachment joined the main 

‘body with Mahomed Ifloof, «and the whole proceeding by the way 

of Gangadaram, arrived at Tinivelly in the middle of oiy They 

were fearcely arrived, when Maphuze Khan, whofe mind always 

wavered with every change of circumftanceș, wrote a letter to Ma- 

homed Iffoof, offering to quit his allies, and proceed to the Car- 

patic; provided he was allowed a fuitable jaghire for his mainte- 

i nance: He even afked a fafeguard to come to Tinivelly. Mahomed 

$ Ifoof, without authority, aflured him that his requefts fhould be 

: complied with; and recommended them to the Prefidency, by 
| APEE whom they were referred to the Nabob. 

4- “a ; The midland country, forthirty miles.to the north of the town 

1 bi of Tinivelly, is open and of great cultivation, and, lying between 

i the eaftern and weftern Polygars, had been the favourite field of 

i f their depredations. The principal ftation from which the eaftern 

made their inroads into thefe diftricts was the fort and wood of 

i Wootamally, fituated 35 miles N. N. w: of Tinivelly. The Poly- 

gar, grown rich by eafy plunder, had many colleries, who were 

well armed ; and Mahomed Iffoof foon after his arrival at Tinivelly, 

marched againft him with the greateft part of his force, and ina 

few days reduced his fort, in which he placed fome troops ; and fta- 

tioned a guard of 50 horfe, and fome peons and colleries ina place 

-called Shorandah, as an intermediate poft. He was no fooner re- 

turned to Tinivelly, than a multitude of colleries belonging to the 

Pulitaver and Vadgherri furprized the guard at Shorandah, and 

either killed or took all their horfes, with their riders; on which 

Mahomed Ifloof detached feven companies of Sepoys, recovered 

- the poft, and remained in it, in order to protect the adjacent 

anet, 

tas, _ Equal confufion prevailed in the diftri&ts to the fouth of Tinivelly. 

‘The troops of the Maliaver, or King of Travancore, were making 

“$neurfiens from their wall to feize the harvefts at the foot: of 

the bills from Calacad to Cape Comorin. The variety of -dif 

: I tra¢tions, 
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trations, which exifted on every: fide, could not be all oppofed at 1759. 
the fame time, unlefs a greater army were embodied, than all the 
revenues of the two provinces could defray. But the king was 
the leaft inveterate enemy to the Englith; becaufe the polygar of V'a- 
dagherri. had provoked his refentment, by continually employing his- 
eullenies to make depredations in his country on the other fide of the 
mountains, through the pafs of Shencottah, which lies 15 miles to: 
the fouth of Vadagherri: On this ground of common enmity, Ma- 
homed Iflooff Spend a negotiation with the king; who confented to 
a conference at the gates of his country near the promontory. They 
met in the end of Auguft, and the interview pafied with much po- 
litenefs and feeming cordiality. The king, at leaft publicly, de- 
manded nothing, and agreed to defift from his inroads into the diftriéts” 
of ‘Tinivelly, and to aét'with a confiderable force in conjunction with - 
Mahomed Ifloof againft Wadagherri, and the Pulitaver. On the 3d of Auguft. 
September, Mahomed Iffoof ftill remaining at the gates of Travan- Septembers- 
core, was joined by 1000 of the king’s Sepoys, armed with heavy. 

mufkets made in his own country, and difciplined, although auk- 
wardly,.in the European manner; but they were well fupplied 

with ftores andammunition. He then returned to Tinivelly, and- 
marching from thence with his whole force, in“deference to the ~ 

king, proceeded direStly againft. Vadagherri,. although 20 miles - | 
beyond Nellitangaville, the refidence of the Pulitaver: when: ` iy 
arrived near Shencottah, he was joined by an army full as large | 
as his own, confifting of 10,000. more of the King’s troops of . 
various kinds of infantry; who had marched through the pafs.. l 
This -was per haps the greateft force that had been affembled: ae 
for fome centuries in this country. Wadagherri defended his woods - 
for a day, in which about roo men were killed and wounded on both « 

fides ; but in the night abandoned. his fort, and efcaped away to the : 

Pulitaver at Nellitangaville. 

The arrival of fuch a gueft, who, for the firft time, had been re-  Ogpppera = 
duced to fuch diftrefs, frightened the Pulitaver ; and fet his cunnijg j 
to work to divert the ftorm from himfelf. ‘The repulfé of the Bnglith « THT et 
troops at. the attack .of the pettah . at: Vandiwath on the goth oft. 3 

i September, 


December, - 
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September, was known in the country, and was believed, ‘as the 
French had reprefented it, a fignal defeat. Maphuze Khan had re- 
ceived letters from Baflaulut Jung and the government of Pondi- 
cherry, which encouraged him to think, that they fhould very foon 
overpower the Englith in the Carnatic, when he might expect to 
be fubftituted to his brother Mahomed Ally, who was to be 
depofed from the Nabobfhip. This correfpondence, and thefe ex- 
pectations, the Pulitaver communicated to the king of Travancore, 
and offered, if he would quit the Englith, and join Maphuze Caun 
againft them, to give him whatfoever diftricts in the Tinivelly 
country might lie convenient to his own. The King immediately 
expofed thefe documents to Mahomed Ifloof, and ftanding on 
his importance, demanded the ceflion of Calacad and the adjacent 
diftri&s, for which he had fo long contended againft the Nabob’s 
government. He faid, that more territory than he claimed had 
already been recovered with his affiftance; that what might 


_ be refufed by one, would be readily given to him by another ; 


and that, if he fhould join the polygars, the Nabob’s authority 
would never be eftablifhed in the Tinivelly country. Mahomed 
Ifloof, whilft perplexed with this dilemma, was informed that 
the two eighteen-pounders, with 500 mufkets, which had_been fent, 
according to his requeft, from Madrafs, were loft at fea; and that 
the two fix-pounders, although landed, were -{topped by the Dutch 
agent at Tutacorin. ‘This mifchance gave greater weight to the 
king’s arguments, and greater.value to his affiftance ; for the force 
of Mahomed Ifloof alone was not fufficient to reduce the Pulitaver, 
whom all the beft colleries in the.country were flocking to defend. 
‘He therefore furrendered the diftri€ts which the king demanded ; 
and the Prefidency approved the ceflion: but the Nabob fufpected 
that it had been promifed by Iffoof at his firt interview with the 
king, in order to fecure his future affiftance to his own ambitious 
x -As foon as this agreement was fettled, the Travancores moved 
again in conjunction with his troops. On the 6th of November, 
they invefted the wood and fort of Eafaltaver, which was one of 

j the 
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the dependencies of the Pulitaver. The Colleries defended the wood 1759. 
three days, and then abandoned both; and retired to Nellitangaville. BR. 
After this fuccefs, the want of ammunition obliged Mahomed Ifoof November. 
to remain until he received fupplies from Madura, Palarncotah, and 
Anjengo. The army of Travancore, to prevent difgufts from dif 
parity of cuftoms, encamped feparately, but in fight of Mahomed 
Iffoof’s ; and on the 20th of November, a body of 5 or S000 Colleries 
attacked the camp of the Travancores in open day. Mahomed Ifloof, 
on the firft alarm, fent his horfe, and followed with his Sepoys and 
other foot ; but the Colleries retreated before they came up, and their 
nimblenefs, with the ruggednefs of the country, rendered the pur- 
fuit of little avail. They had killed and wounded 100 of the Travan- 
cores, before they went off. A day or two after this fkirmifh, Ma- 
homed Iffoof received three howitzes, with fome ftores, and a fupply 
of ammunition from Anjengo; and the two fix-pounders with their 
fhot likewife came up from Tutacorin; he then moved with his allies, 
and on the 4th of December fet down before Wafhinelore, another fort 
dependent on the Pulitaver, much ftronger than any he had, except- 
ing Nellitangaville, from which it is fituated twenty miles to the 
N. w. and twelve in the fame dire€tion from Outamaly. 

Wathinelore ftood within three miles from the great range of 
mountains, at the foot of which ran a thick wood, extending two miles 
into the plain, and within 1300 yards of the weft and fouth fides of 
the fort ; but turned toa much greater diftance on the north, and to 
the eaft the plain was open, and everywhere covered with profufe 
| cultivation. A very extenfive pettah, the refidence of fome thoufand 
inhabitants, commenced within forty yards, and extended 1200 to 
the n. E. of the walls: athick thorn hedge, with barriers, furrounded » 
| both the pettah and the fort. The extent of the fort was 650 by 
300 yards: it was of mud, but almoft as hard as brick ; it had four 
large {quare towers, one at each angle, and feveral {maller, which 
| were round, between. Every tower was a feparate redoubt, enclofed 
by a parapet, to command within as well as without the fort : the 


i 


accefs to the tower was a fteep ramp, only two feet broad, the en- i” = 
trance a narrow wicket in the parapet; the curtain between the = 
i i ~ : a $ ey 
| Vou. Il. 4 D towers «ia 
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towers had no parapet, and was only a rampart floping’on both fides. 

from a bate of 15 feet to 3 at top; but the flope from: within was A 
much lefs fharp than from without, fo that, if affaulted, the de- 
fenders might eafily run up to the top. The parapets of the towers 
have circular holes for the ufe of {mall arms, but no openings pre- 
pared for cannon, of which there was notia. fingle piece in the fort. 
This defcription only {uits Wafhinelore, for the other forts-in the 
Madura and Tinivelly countries have parapets with loop-holes to 
their ramparts, as well as to their towers; but all are of earth,. 
excepting Madura and Palamcotah. [he Colleries on. this fide of 
the Tinivelly country, poflefs nothing of the uglinefs-or deformity A 
which generally chara&terize the inhabitants of the hills and wilde 
of India. They are tall, well-made, and well-featured. ‘Their 
arms are lances and pikes, bows and arrows, rockets, and match- 
locks, but whether with or without other weapons, every man con- 
ftantly wears a fword and fhield.. In battle, the different arms move 
in diftinét bodies ; but the lancemen are rated the moft eminent, 
and lead all attacks.. This weapon is 18- feet long ;, they tie under 
the point a tuft of fcarlet horfe-hair, and when they attack horfe, 
add a {mall bell. Without previous exercife,. they aflemble in a deep 
column, prefling clofe together, and advance at a long fteady ftep, in 
fome degree of time, their lances inclining forward, but aloft, of 
which the elafticity and vibration, with the jingle, dazzle and {care 
the cavalry ; and. their approach is fcarcely lefs formidable to in-. 
fantry not difciplined with fire-arms.. The importance of Wathi- 

nélore, and. the: great force which was come againft it, brought H 
fome thoufands of Colleries to-its relief ; but all, excepting 8 or goo 

chofen men allotted to defend the walls, kept in the woods: from 

whence every day and night parties fallied, and alarmed or attacked 

one or other, and fometimes both the camps ; and greater bodies-on 

three different days .made general attacks on the batteries, of which 
 thefe continued interruptions retarded the conftruction, infomuch: 


Sah nce 


1 


te: that they were not finifhed until the 26th, 20 days after the arrival ‘ 
of the armies ;_ but the howitzes had commenced before. The only 
lakt ., efficacious- 
’ ~ 
vers 
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efficacious gun was the 18 pounder, which Mahomed Iffeof had 

brought from Madura, for the reft were only 6 pounders and lower ; 

but from exceffive firing, the 18 pounder burft the day after it was 

mounted ; and by this time, all the ammunition, as well of the bat- 

teries as troops, excepting the quantity which prudence required to 
be referved for defence, was expended. However; part of the pa- 
rapet of the tower fired upon, was beaten down, and Mahomed 
Iffoof refolved to ftorm the next day. Many troops of both armies 
waited on the affault ; and as foon as it began, the Pulitaver, with 
3000 chofen colleries, who had marched in the night from Nelli- 
tangaville, iffued from the wood and fell upon the camp of Mahomed 
Ifloof, drove away the troops that guarded it, and began to commit 
every kind of deftru€tion. Mahomed Ifloof inftantly fent back a 
large body to repulfe them, and continued the affault ; but the gar- 
rifon within received double animation from the Pulitaver’s fuccefs, 
which was announced to them by the ufual war-cry and the found- 
ing of their conchs. All the other colleries collected in the woods 
appeared likewife, as if on the fame notice, and in different bands 
attacked the troops at the batteries, and at the foot of the breach ; 
and although continually repulfed, continually rallied, and with the 
refolution of the garrifon faved the fort until the evening, and then 


waited in the woods to interrupt the renewal of the affault in the- 


night; but fo much of the referved ammunition had been expended in 
the day, that Mahomed Iffoof deemed it dangerous to remain any 


569 
1759- 
Sea 


December, 


longer before the fort, and drew off his artillery. Two hundred of his 


troops and of the Travancores were killed, but more of the enemy. 
The next day he moved to a diftance, and difmifled the Travancores, 
who proceeded through the pafs of Shencotty to their own country, 
and Mahomed Iffoof returned with his own troops, and thofe lent 
him by Tondiman and the Moravers, to the town of Tinivelly. 


END of the ELEVENTH Book. 
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ryn HE two armies in the Carnatic continued, during the firt days 

A of January, in their encampments near Arcot, equally cautious 
of rifquing any attempt of confequence, becaufe both were waiting, 
the refult of their negotiations to bring Innis Khan with his Morattoes 
to their affiftance.. Both- offered 60,000 rupees; but, whilft the 
Eneglifh were propofing conditional bills, the French fent ready. 
money, which determined his preference. He arrived on the 8th in 
the French camp; with 3000 mounted, and a greater number of foot 


plunderers,. ‘who are called Pandarums, and always troop with the © 


horfe, as we have deféribed. when Bajinrow joined Clive in the fight 


near Arni. ‘The next day, the.French army filed off from their en- 


campment which-extended from the fuburbs of Arcot along the fouth 


fide-of the Paliar, and took the road towards Trivatore; and, as they_- 


were going off, Mr. Lally, with a large body of Morattoes, fome of the 


European horfe, and two field- pieces, croffed the river, .and advanced - 
to Trimuddi, an out-poft, . three miles in front of the Englifh camp : 
at Chinafimundrum. A cannonade enfued,-but more guns and troops - 
coming up, Mr. Lally retired,-and recroffed the river: during which, 


a Hoge of 200 Morattoes,..with whom. Colonel Coote had treated, 


came over from the enemy’s, and joined his camp, In the evening,- 
Colonel Coote proceeded: acrofs ‘the river, with.an efcort of horfe, - 
and reconnoitred the enemy’s line of march, and: fufpecting, that - 
they. might intend againft Vandivafh, took his-meafures accord- - 
ingly. Orders were difpatched- to Captain Sherlock, who -com-~ 


manded * 
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manded in the fort, to defend it to extremity, and to the two com- 
panies of Sepoys at ‘Trivatore, to repair thither immediately. The 
baggage of the army was fent off that night to Covrepauk ; and in 
the morning the whole army moved from Chinafimundrum, where 
they had lain eighteen days, and in the evening pitched anew on 
the bank of the Paliar, five-miles lower down than the ground 
ayhich the French had occupied on the other fide. A {trong poft of 
horfe and foot was advanced at fome diftance towards Arcot, and 
another on the left, with orders to keep up continual patroles. The 
next day pafied without any alarm from the enemy, or intelligence 
of confequence concerning them, who neverthelefs were not idle. 
Mr. Lally had formed another project. befides that which Colonel 
Coote fulpected; and, to accomplifh it, had not fuffered his army 
to advance with half the expedition they might. They were on the 
11th, the third day after they quitted their encampment, no far- 
ther than Papantanguel, fix miles on this fide of Trivatore, and 
halted there the greateft part of the day. Towards the evening, 
all were under arms, and the ftores and baggage loaded; but, in- 
ftead of marching on, he difplayed them on the plain, facing to 


:the Paliat, and then exercifed them as if for praétice, in large 


evolutions, which were calculated to fling the whole line to the 
eaftward, with all the horfe, Morattoes, as well as Europeans, on 
the right, of whom the outermoft, when the exercife ended, were 
fix miles from Papantanguel. Having thus whiled away the time 
until the clofe of the evening, he continued all on the ground they 
ftood until it was dark; and then feparated the army into two di- 
vifions. The horfe, excepting fome which rejoined the fecond, filed 


off, followed by 300 Sepoys, who had formed next to them, and 


marched on as faft as they could, keeping together; the reft of the 
‘army, which confifted of all the European infantry, with the 
baggage and artillery, were ordered to follow, but without ftrain. 


Mr. Lally led the firft divifion himfelf. After a march of 1 5 miles, 


‘in which they had croffed the Paliar, they arrived at eight in the 
morning at Conjeveram ; expecting to find in the town the magazincs 
«of rice which fupplied the Englifh army ; but they had no fuch ftore, 


living 
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living on the purchafe of the day ; nor had tHe inhabitants more than 
the common provifion of their houfes; but in the pagoda was the 
hofpital, and a ftock of military ftores, under the guard of two com- 
panies of Sepoys, commanded by Lieutenant Chilfholm, of which the 
capture would have been diftreffing; but Mr. Lally having brought no 
cannon made no attempt on the pagoda, and employed his troops 
tn collecting plunder, and fetting fire to the houfes of the town; 
during which, the Sepoys, and all the fick in the pagoda, who could 
move, came out, and being well acquainted with the ftreets and covers, 
continually attacked their {maller parties-and ftragglers, and whenever 
likely to be over-powered, difappeared. In the evening the enemy 
retreated, driving off 2000 bullocks, the moft valuable part of their 
booty, loaded with the trumpery they had colle&ted. By this time the 
other divifion of the army had arrived at Jangolam, a village on the 
bank of the Paliar, three miles from Conjeveram, from whence both 
united, immediately proceeded, and the next day reached Trivatore. 
The neareft ground of the French line, whilft marching on this 


exploit, was eight miles from the-advanced poft of the Englith camp, 


whofe black horfe, awed by the number of the Morattoes, were 
afraid to venture, and could not be trufted fo far abroad; and the 
European horfe, being only one hundred, were not even fufficient 
for the neceflary patroles of the camp; fo that the firft intelligence 
of the enemy’s march’ was from Lieutenant Chifholm at Conjeveram, 
fent as {foon as they appeared there. Jt arrived in the afternoon ; 
Colonel Coote immediately fet off with the cavalry, and ordered the 
whole army to follow, which was in march before the fun fet, and 
before it rofe at Conjeveram, where Colonel Coote, with the cavalry, 
had arrived at one in the morning. he way is twenty-one miles. 
Tt was now a month, that Mr. Bufly had aéted once more in the 
field in conjunction with Mr. Lally; and the intercourfe had only 


-encreafed the averfion. The late errors of Mr. Lally’s operations, 


which had loft Vandivafh and Carangoly, without gaining any thing 
equivalent by the expedition to Seringham, had lowered his military 
character throughout the army ; and even his own regiment as well 


fuperior 
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f 3760. fuperior talents of Mr. Bufly to conduct the ware: the battalion of 
—_ India always thought fo. Mr. Lally imputed this rifing predilection 
January. in the officers to the influence of Mr. Bufly*s money, and amongit the 
foldiers to the intrigues of Father St. Eftevan, a crazy, bulyJefuit, who 
officiated in the camp, and confefled the regiment.of Lorrain : his an- 
tipathy no longer liftened to any reftraints. As foon as the army re- 
„turned to Trivatore, Mr. Bufly afked his leave to retire to Pondicherry 
for the recovery of a painful diforder, which incapacitated him for 
fatigue : but Mr. Lally forbid him in the name of the king to quit the 
field. He obeyed, and gave his beft opinion concerning the future 
operations of the campaign. ‘ The Englith, he faid, would not fee 
«< Vandivath taken, without rifquing a battle to fave it, in which the 
“< French army would be deprived of all the force employed in the 
© fiegc; and from the neceflity of covering it, not mafter of the choice 
« of advantages in the action: whereas, if the whole of the regular 
*‘ troops kept together on the banks of the Paliar, and detached 
« the whole body of Morattoes to lay wafte the Englith diftridts, 
« their army would foon be reduced to the neceflity, either of 
« giving battle at difadvantage, or of feeking its fubfiftence under 
«< the walls of Madrafs.” No advice could be more judicious ; for 
the firft divifion of the Morattoes, although only 1o00, had ven- 
tured to carry their ravages as far as Pondamalee and Vendalore, 
and by cutting off every kind of provifion on every fide, had re- 
duced the Englifh camp to as great want, as they brought abundance 
to the French, where they fold the beeves they had plundered at 
{even fora rupee, and rice at half its value in any other part of 
the country ; and at this very time the Prefidency of Madrafs, anxious 
for the lofs of their fureft revenues, repented that they had not 
‘bought the Morattoes on their own terms, and were adviling Colonel 
"Coote to fall back nearer to the adjacencies of the town. But Mr. 
_ Lally fafi pected Mr. Buffy’s advice, as defigned to prevent or difi parage 
_ the activity of his own operations ; and on the 14th marched away 
_ from Trivatore, with a detachment of 500 Europeans, half the | = 

‘European cavalry, 500 Morattoes, rooo Sepoys, and four field-pieces, 

- deaving Mr. Buffy. with the main body at Trivatore, as the moft 
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central fituation, at hand to join his own divifion, if the Englifh army 
fhould march after it; or ready to oppofe and interrupt them, if they 
fhould go againft Arcot, in order to divert the fiege of Vandiyath. 

On the 14th in the evening, Colonel Coote received intelligence 
of Mr. Lally’s arrival at Vandivafh, and the next day marched 
with his whole force from Conjeveram, croffing the Paliar to the 
s. E. inftead of following the enemy by the longer, but better road 
of Trivatore. On the 17th, they arrived, and encamped near Ou- 
tramalore. This fituation, lying half-way in the road between 
Vandivafh and Chinglapett, fecured the communication with this 
place, and from henee with Madiafs it likewife had Carangoly in 
its rear to the left. The fort at Outramalore having long been ne- 
gleed, was open in feveral parts from top to bottom of the wall ; 
Bue was a much more defenfible repofitory for the ftores and baggage 
of the army, than any poft in the open plain. 

Captain Sherlocke kept 30 Europeans and 300 Sepoys in the fouth 
pettah of Vandivafh, which Mr. Lally attacked at three in the 
morning with all his infantry, in two divifions: the one, in which 
the Europeans were marines from the fquadron, was allotted to the 
weftern rampart, and only intended to make a diverfion during the 
real attack on the oppofite; where the Europeans were of Lally’s 
regiment, and led by himfelf. Both divifions were difcovered and 
fired upon before they gained the foot of the wall; and the marines, 


` wnufed to fuch fervices, broke, and ran round to Mr. Lally’ s divifion, 


who, fuppofing them enemies, fired upon them until the miftake 
was difcovered. Nothing more was attempted until eight o’clock 
the next morning, when all the infantry in one column, with two 
field-pieces at their head, advanced againft the fouth-fide of the 
pettah ; but the fire to which they were expofed, brought the front 


of the column to a halt without, orders. Mr. Lally rode up, dif- 


mounted, and calling for volunteers, ran to the ditch, and mounted 


the wall, himfelf the firt. The whole column immediately poured 


after him ; and the troops in the pettah, having no orders to defend 
it to extremity, efcaped along the ftreets, and regained the fort 
without any lofs in the retreat ; in the whole defence only four or five 
had been killed ; but the enemy loft twelve Europeans, befides Se- 

Vor. Il. 4E poys, 
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poys» and more wounded of both. They immediately entrenched 
the openings of the ftreets facing the fort, and began to raife a 
battery in the N.E. angle of the pettah, againft the fame tower 
which Colonel Coote had breached, and nearly on the fame ground. 
A thoufand of the Morattoes had been ordered to obferve the 
motions of the Englifh army; but they followed nothing but plunder, 
and continued {preading themfelves to the north of the Paliar; and 
as Mr. Lally never rewarded fufficiently to encourage daring fpies, 
the firft news he received of the approach of the Englifh army, was 
on the 17th at fun-rife, by a letter from Mr. Bufly at Trivatore, by 
which time they were arrived at Outramalore. His averfion to the 
authority, made him unwilling to accept the information as authen- 
_ tic; and at firft he only ordered part of the army to advance from 
a ‘Trivatore : but, on farther intelligence, left Mr. Bufly to a& accord- 
ing to his difcretion ; who at five in the afternoon marched with the 
whole, and arrived at Vandivath before midnight.. 
k: The Englifh army arrived at Outramalore without provifions, and 
too much fatigued to march on, and reach Vandivath,. before Mr. 
Bufly’s divifion had joined Mr. Lally’s there, which, otherwife, on 
their appearance, muft either have retreated, or would have ftood 
their ground with great inferiority and difadvantage. The horfe, as 
foon as the foot were encamped, went abroad to rummage the villages 
for provifions, and the next day the troop of huflars fell in with 50 Mos 
rattoes, of whom they killed one, and took twelve with their hories, 
Still the want ofi grain continued in the camp, and it was found 
the ne renter, although he depended on Madrafs, had fold his ftore 
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AN ich he was feized, and confined. without eating, until the army 
l ed ; and his people i in a few hours. brog he enough: for the 
want, and promifed more.. The fcarcity had, A AN 
cle to the operations of the army ; for Colonel Coote 
ance upon the enemy, until they were ready 
vath, when. he fhould have his choice of attacking 
nployed again{t the fort, or the army which co-+ 


e agents, probably employed by the French, at Sadrafs; on- 


ine. This Mr. Buffy forefaw, and again advifed — 
Mr: 
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Mr. Lally to defift from the fiege until a better opportunity ; and 
to keep his whole force together, until the Englith either fought 
or retired ; but Mr. Lally as before could not brook inftruétion from 
the rival he detefted, and perfifted. 

Their battery did not open until the 20th ; having waited for th 
cannon, which were brought 70 miles from the ramparts of Val- 
dore, on carriages fent from Pondicherry. They were two eighteen, 
and two of twenty-four. By the night of the 20th the wall of the 
faufiebray was opened. Colonel Coote, on this intelligence, marched 
the next day with all the cavalry to reconnoitre the enemy’s fitu- 
ation and the ftate of the fiege, and receiving, when near, a meflage 
from Sherlocke, that they had breached the main rampart, went 
back, and halted at Tirimbourg, a village half way, to which he or- 
dered the main body of the army to advance without delay from 
Outramalore, but to fend their heavy baggage, for better fecurity, to 
Carangoly. They arrived at Tirimbourg in the night; at fun-rife, 
Colonel Coote taking with him 1o00 of the black horfe, and the 
two troops of European, with two companies of Sepoys, advanced 
in front of the main body of the army, which he ordered to follow, 
put without prefling their march. 

The diftance from Tirimbourg to Vandivafh is feven miles ; the 
road leads from the N. E. to the s.w. The mountain of Vandivath 
lies in the fame direction, extending more than a league in length. The 
fort ftands two miles to the s. of the mountain, but nearer to the 
sveftern than the eaftern end. The French army was encamped 
‘directly oppofite to the eaftern end of the mountain, at the diftance 
of three miles, and at two to the weft of the fort. “The camp was 
in two lines feparated by paddy fields; a great tank covered the left 
flank of both lines. At 300 yards in front of this tank, but a little 
on its left, was another, and farther on, likewife on the left of 
this, another, neither more than 200 yards im circumference, and 
both dry; and the bank which furrounded the foremoft tank had 
been converted into a retrenchment, in which were mounted fome 
pieces of cannon, which commanded the plain in front, and flanked 
in its whole length the efplanade in front of the. camp. 
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All the Morattoes were returned, and lying with their plunder 
under the foot of the mountain, extending along it towards the N.E. 
end. Their {couts brought intelligence of the approach of Colonel 
Coote’s divifion, on which all mounted, as did the European cavalry 
in the French camp, and the whole {pread in different bodies acrofs 
the plain to the ealt of the mountain. Colonel Coote, with 200 
of the black cavalry, followed by the two companies of Sepoys, was 
advancing a mile in front of the reft of the cavalry, which com- 
pofed the divifion he was leading ; and the Morattoes fent forward 
200 of their horfe, on which he halted, called up the Sepoys, and 
interiperfed them in platoons between the troops of horfe. 

The advanced body of the Morattoes neverthelefs pufhed on, but 
were ftopped by the fire of the Sepoys, before they came to the 
ufe of the fword. Neverthelefs, they recovered after their wheel, 
ftood till within reach of the Sepoys again, then turned again, and 
in this manner fell back to their main body, which with the French 
cavalry had gathered, and were drawn up, extending in a line to 
the eaft, from the end of the mountain; the French on the right 
of the Morattoes. 

Colonel Coote, whilft halting for the Sepoys, had fent off a meffen- 
ger, ordering up the body of cavalry, which were a mile behind, and 
the firft five companies of Sepoys with two of the field-pieces from the 
head of the line of infantry, to come on likewife as faft as they could 
march: the cavalry foon joined him, but more time was requifite 
for the Sepoys and guns, as the line was three miles off. During 
which, Colonel Coote, by continual halts, advanced very flowly ; 
and the enemy’s cavalry continued on the ground they had chofen. 
At eight o’clock the detachment of Sepoys, with the guns, came 
up, when the divifion with Coote were at an afcent, which inter- 
cepted them from the fight of the enemy, who, although they had 
. erceived the cloud of march, had not diftinguithed the two guns 


e 2 center, ‘fie two troops of European horfe were in the center of 
‘he oval in the’ firft line. In this order the two lines advanced 
againit 
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apainft the enemy, who were ftill waiting for them; but when at the 
diftance of zooyards, the cavalry opened from the centre, and brought 
themfelves round, divided on each wing of the Sepoys, in the fecond 
line; and the inftant the ground was clear, the two field-pieces began 
quick firing on the enemy’s line of cavalry, which were fetting off to 


take advantage of the evolution making by the Englith. The field- 


pieces were, one a twelve, the other a fix-pounder, both of brafs ; and 
Captain Robert Barker, although he commanded the whole of the 
Company’s artillery, had come up with, and now {erved them him- 
felf: the effect anfwered the good-will and dexterity; the fire was 
direéted amongft the Morattoes; and every {hot was feen to overfet 
men and horfes, which ftopped their career, but not before they 
were within reach of the mufketry of the Sepoys ; and fome of them 
on the wings had even rode in amongft the outward of the Englifh 
cavalry during their evolution ; but the encreafing havock which fell. 
amongft them foon after, put the whole body to flight, and they 
galloped away to their camp, leaving the French cavalry alone, who 
were advancing in regular order on their right, againft whom the 
field-pieces were then directed, which they ftood for fome time, feem- 
ing to expect the Morattoes would rally ; but feeing them entirely 
gone off, turned and went off themfelves, but ftill in order, and. 
with much compofure. 

Colonel Coote advanced with his divifion to the ground they: had 
quitted, and feeing the plain clear, quite up to the French camp,. 


fent orders to his line of infantry to halt, wherefoever the order fhould. 


meet them, until he returned to them himfelf. There were fome 


gardens and other enclofures half a mile to the right of the ground: . 


which the French cavalry had occupied, whilft drawn up in a line: 


with the Morattoes extending from the end of the mountain. The 


enclofures were good {helter on neceflity, and the ground beyond them. 
excellent for the difplay and action of the whole army, which Colonel’ 
Coote having reconnoitred, ordered his divifion to file off to the left,. 
and to form on this ground, in the fame order as before ; the cavalry: 
in a line in front, the Sepoys in another behind them.. ; 
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O. As foon as this difpofition was executed, he rode back to the 
line of infantry, which were halting, drawn up in two lines ac- 
anuary. cording to the order of battle he had iffued to the principal officers 
in the preceding night. He fignified his intention of leading the 
army on to a general action, which was received with A NOE; 
- that left no doubt of the ardour of the troops to engage the enemy 
they had fo long been feeking. The plain dry, hard, and even, ad- 
mitted of their marching on in the fame order they were drawn u B 
without filing off in columns, fo that they were foon upon the 
ground where the advanced divifion were halting, when the cavalry 
wheeled from the right and left, and formed the third line of the 
main battle, and the five companies of Sepoys took their place again 
ig on the right of the firft line: but the two field- pieces, ftill anded 
R a by Captain Barker with the two detached companies of Sepoys, kept 
apart at fome diftance infront, but to the left of the firft line. 

In this array the army ftood in full view of the French camp, in 
which no motions were perceived ; but no firing was heard againtt 
the fort of Vandivath. Colonel Coote having waited half an hour 
to fee the effect of his appearance, rode forward with fome officers 
to reconnoitre the enemy’s camp, who fuftered them to approach near, 

„without cannonading or ading out a party of cavalry to interrupt 
them. 
The day began to wear, and Colonel Coote, as foon as he returned 
aa to the troops, ordered the whole to file off to the right ; the infantry 
marched in two lines at the fame parallels they That aoa up; the 
i baggage formed a third column on the right, and the cavalry followed 

n a the ear of all the three. They proceeded towards the fouth fide of 
n, but inclining a little towards the French.camp. As {foon 
s of the infantry came to the ftony ground which ex- 
ne foot of the mountain, on which the enemy’s cavalry 
1g, the whole PERS and the two lines of He ey facing 


3 ie ition ee hee at Gh ene tune, 
ry to refume their former ftation as the third line. 
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The Morattoes were {pread at the foot of the mountain to protect 
their own camp, and none of them ventured within reach of the two. 
guns, which during the march had kept on the left of the firtt line; 
but-fome of the French cavalry came out to reconnoitre, and were 
driven back by their fire. The army halted {fome time in this 
fituation, in expectation that the defiance would bring the French: 
out of their camp ; but they ftill remained quiet; which obliged 
Colonel Coote to profecute the reft of the operations he had me- 
ditated. l i 

The ground for fome diftance from the foot of the mountain, 
is, as under all others in the Carnatic, encumbered with ftones 
and fragments of rock. From this rugged ground up to the fort. 
the plain. was occupied by rice fields. The Englifh army coaft- 
ing the mountain until oppofite to the fort, and then making a 
converfion of their lines: to the right, would immediately be 
formed in the ftrongeft of fituations; their right protected by 
the fire of the fort; their left by the impaflable. ground under 
the mountain, and with the certainty of throwing any number 
of troops, without oppofition, into the. fort ;. who, fallying with 
the garrifon to the other fide, might: eafily drive the enemy 
from their batteries in the pettah; from whence the whole of the 
Englifh army might likewife advance againft the French camp, with 
the choice of attacking it either on the flank, or in the rear, where 
the main defences, which had been prepared.in the front of their en- 
campment, or arofe from the ufual difpofitions on this fide, would 
become intirely ufelets. z 
‘Fhe Englifh army had no fooner began their march along the 
foot of the mountain, than Mr. Lally perceived the intention, with 
all the confequences of this able operation.. The camp immediately 
beat to arms, and foon after the troops were feen iffuing to oceupy 
the ground in front of its line, where the field of battle had been ` 
previoufly marked out: . 

The French cavalry, 3oo riders, all Europeans, formed:on the 
right; next to them were the regiment of Lorrain,.400 firelocks: 
iR 
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$n the centre, the battalion of India, 7o0;. next to them Lally’s, 
400; whofe left were under the retrenched tank, in which were 
potted the marines or troops from the {quadron, with Poete’s from 
Ganjam, in all 300, with four field-pieces. Between the retrench- 
ment and Lally’s were three, the fame number between Lally’s 
and India, India and Lorrain, Lorrain and the cavalry; in all 16 
pieces. Four hundred of the Sepoys of Hyder Jung, whom Mr.Bufly 
had brought from Cudapah, were pofted at the tank in the rear of 
the retrenched tank where the marines were, whom they were to 
fupport on occafion : goo Sepoys were ranged behind a ridge which 
ran along the front of the camp; and at each extremity of this ridge 
was a retrenchment guarded by 50 Europeans, which covered the 
entrances into the camp. The whole force drawn out, infantry, 
cavalry. and artillery, was 2250 Europeans, and 1300 Sepoys: 156 
Europeans and 300 Sepoys continued at the batteries againft Vandi- 
: ig vath ; but none of the Morattoes, although 3000, left the ground and 
protection of their own camp to affift their allies in this decifive 
hour. 

The fight of the French army iffuing into the open plain gave 
Colonel Coote all he intended by the preceding operations of the day. 
He inftantly halted his lines, which had advanced fome way along the 
foot of the mountain. Facing as {oon as they halted, the two firft lines 
were in order of battle, oppofite but obliquely to the enemy. The 
baggage were fent back under the efcort of two companies of Se- 
poys, toa village in the rear, and the cavalry as before took their 

place in the third line. ; 


The Englith army confifted of 1900 Europeans, of whom 80 
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n the firft line were Coote’s regiment on the right, the Company’s 
hina (ha es D ° 
two battalions in the centre, Draper’s on the left; but all without 
4 ers ; and 1800 Sepoys were equally divided on the right 
he Europeans in this line; in the intervals of which 
of cannon, three on each fide of the Company’s bat- 
, between Coote’s and Draper’s and the Sepoys. In 
were all the grenadiers of the army, 300, witha field- — 
ar.” piece 
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piece next, and beyond 200 Sepoys on each of their flanks: the ca- 


valry formed the third line; the 80 Europeans, as before, in the 


center of the black horfe; the two field-pieces with the two com- 
panies of Sepoys of the morning ftill continued apart, advanced as. 


before a little on the left of the firft line. 

As the Englifh army were marching up, and before they were 
within cannon fhot, Mr. Lally, putting himfelf at the head of the 
European cavalry on the right, fet off with them, and taking a 
large {weep on the plain, came down, intending to fall upon 
the horfe of the Englifh army, , which made their third line. 
The black horfe, who were nine-tenths of this body, pretended 
to wheel, in order to meet the enemy’s, but purpofely confufed 
themfelves fo much, that fome went off immediately, which gave 
a pretext to the reft to follow them, and the 80 Europeans were left 
alone, who faced and drew up properly to receive the charge, rely- 
ing on better.afliftance. As foon as the intention of Mr. Lally was 
underftood, the divifion of Sepoys on-the left of the firft line 
were ordered -to fall back in an angle from the front, ready to 
take the enemy’s cavalry in flank as they were approaching, but 


performed the evolution with fo little firmnefs, that little hope was 


entertained of any execution from their fire; but Captain Barker 
with the 2 guns of the feparate detachment, had watched, and di- 
recting his own by the movement of the enemy, was within point 
blank of them juft before they were oppofite and riding in on the flank 
and rear of the horfe, where only the European were ready to op- 
pofe them, for all the black were gone. In lefs than a minute the 
quick firing of the two guns brought down ten or 15 men or horfes, 
which, as ufual, threw the next to them, and they the whole, into 
confufion ; and the horfes growing every moment wilder, all turned 
and went off on the full gallop, leaving Mr. Lally, as he afferts, 
fingly alone. If fo, he could not have ftaid long where he was, for 
the European horfe, on feeing the enemy’s check, were advancing 5 
and many of the black, encouraged by the fecurity, were returning, 
and the whole foon after fet off after the enemy, whom they purfued 
in a long courfe quite to the rear af their camp 


Voir. IL 4 F | cape 
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‘The Enelith army halted ten minutes in attention to this attack, 
Bite which the French line cannonaded, but beyond the proper 
‘@iftance even for ball, and neverthelefs often fired grape, and nei- 
“ther with any effect. The Englifh did not begin to anfwer until 
nearer, and then perceiving their own fire much better directed, halt- 
‘ed in order to preferve this advantage, as long as the enemy permitted 
it to continue, by not advancing from the front of their camp. Mr. 
i Lally retiring from the Enelith cavalry, and deferted by his own, 
rejoined his line of infantry, which he found fuffering, and sith 
‘much impatience, from the Englifh cannonade: his own impetuo- 
fity concurred with their cagernefs to be led to immediate decifion, 
and he gave the order to advance. The Englifh line was not dire&tly 
oppofite to the front of the French, but flanting outwards from 
S their left, which required the French troops on this fide to advance 
“much lefs than thofe of their right, who had more ‘ground to wheel, 
in order to bring the whole line parallel to that of the Englith. 
= Colonel Coote feeing the enemy coming on gave the final or- 
ders to his own. None but the Europeans of the firft and fecond 
lines were to advance any farther. The Sepoys on'the wings of both, 
and the cavalry in the third line, were to continue where they were 
left, and to take no fhare in the battle, until they fhould hereafter 
receive orders how to act. 
The enemy began the fire of mufketry at one o’clock, but Colonel 
‘Coote intended to refrain until nearer 5 nevertheleis the company of 
‘Coffrees, which was inferted in one of the Company’s battalions, 
ee their fire without the order of their officers, and it was with 
tyt that the irregularity was prevented from extending. Co- 
AGE Coote was at this time pafling from the right to the left 
n his own regiment, and received two or three fhot in his 
from the fire of the Coffrees. . As foor as he arrived at his 
eo ee and the fire became general through the whole 
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only ‘fired twice, when Lorrain formed in a column 
the operation is fimple and was expeditious. 
no change in the Sager of his-regiment, 
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but ordered the whole to preferve their next fire; which Lorrain 1760. 
coming on almoft at a run, received at the diftance of ṣo yards in 
their front and on both their flanks; it fell heavy, and brought 
down many, but did not {top the column. In an inftant the two ] 
regiments were mingled at the pufh of bayonet; thofe of Coote’s 
oppofite the front of the column were immediately born down, but 
the reft, far the greateft part, fell on the flanks, when every man 
fought only for himfelf, and in a minute the ground was {pread 
with dead and wounded, and Lorrain having juft before fuffered from 
the referved fire of Coote’s, broke, and ran in diforder to regain 
the camp. Colonel Coote ordered his regiment to be reftored to 
order before they purfued, and rode himfelf to fee the ftate of the 
reft of the line. f 
As he was paffing on, a fhot from one of the guns with Draper’s 
regiment, ftruck a tumbril in the retrenched tank on the left of 
Lally’s, where the marines were pofted, and the explofion blew up 
80 men, many of whom, with the chevalier Poete, were killed dead, 
and moft of the others mortally hurt. All who were near, and had ef 
caped the danger, fled in the firft impulfe of terror out of the retrench- 
ment, and ran to gain the camp by the rear of Lally’s, and were joined 
in the way by the 400 Sepoys at the tank behind, who, although 
they had fuffered nothing, likewife abandoned their poft. Colonel 
Coote on theexplofion, fent orders by his aid de camp Captain Izer, 
to Major Brereton, to advance with the whole of Draper’s regiment, 
a. and take poffeffion of the retrenched tank before the enemy reco- 
vered the confufion which he judged the explofion muft have caufed; 
as in this fituation they would command, under cover, the flank of 
Lally’s regiment. ‘The ground on which Draper’s was ftanding oppo” 
fite to Lally’s when the order came, obliged them, in order to prevent 
Lally’s from enfilading, or flanking them as coming down, to file off by 
the right. Mr. Bufly, who commanded on this wing, had betore en- 
deavoured to rally the fugitives, of whom he had recovered 50 or 60, 
and adding to them two platoons of Lally’s, led and pofted them in 
the tank, and then returned to fupport them with the regiment. 
But Brereton’s files kept wheeling at a diftance, and moving at the — 
quickeft pace, fuffered little from their fire, and coming upon the 
; AA left 
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bo. left of the retrenchment, affaulted it impetuoufly, and carried it after 

receiving one fire of much execution from the troops within, un- 
der which Major Brereton fell mortally wounded, and- when fallen 

refufed the afliftanceof the men next him, but bid them follow their 
` vidtory. The firft_ of Draper’s-who got into the retrenchment fired 
down from the parapet upon the guns on the left of Lally’s, and 
drove the gunners from them, whilft the reft, being many more 
than required to maintain the poft, formed, and fhouldered under it, 
extending on the plain to the left to prevent the regiment of Lally, 
if attempting to recover the poft, from embracing: it on this fide. 
Mr. Buffy wheeled the regiment of Lally, and fent off platoons from 
its left, to regain the retrenchment, whilft the reft were oppofed to 
the divifion of Draper’s on the plain. But the platoons aéted faint- 
ly, only fkirmifhing with their fire inftead of coming to the clofe 
affault. The action likewife continued only. with mufketry, but 
warmly, between the two divifions on the plain, until the two field- 
pieces, attached to the right of Draper’s, which they had left be- 
hind when marching to attack the retrenchment, were brought to 
bear on the flank of Lally’s, who had none to oppofe them; on 
which their line began to waver, and many were going off. . Mr. 
Buffy, as the only chance of reftoring this part of the battle, put 
= ~  himfelf at their head, intending to lead them to the pufh of bayo- 
net, but had only advanced a little way when his horfe was ftruck 
with a ball in the head, and floundering at every ftep afterwards, 
he difmounted ; during which the fire from Draper’s had continued, 
of Te ee two or three balls paffed we ae Bue cloaths, and hen 


i 


aA ace him with a guard into fie rear; he was con- 
d to | Major Monfon, who had wheeled three companies of 
enadiers of ithe fecond line, and was halting with them 

is ield-piece iat {ome diftance, ready if neceflary to fup- 
event of Draper’ s. Mr. Buffy afked who the troops he 
_was > anfwered 200 grenadiers, the beft men in’ 


the 
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the army, who had-not fired a fhot; he clafped his hands in, fur- 


= 2 
prize aa admiration, and faid not a word. 

During the confli&t on this fide the two centers,- hie were 
compofed ofthe troops of the two Eaft India Companies, had kept 
up-a hot, but diftant fire; neither chufing to rifque clofer decifion 
until they faw the event between Draper’s and Lally’s; but as foon 
as Lally’s broke, the enemy’s center went off likewife, but in better 
order, although in hafte, to: regain: their camp. Many of Coote’s, 
in the firt fury of victory, had- purfued their antagonifts of Lorrain 
up to the retrenchment, by which the fugitives entered the camp: 
they might have fuffered by this rafhnefs, .if the guard there, as 
well as the: neareft Sepoys along the ridge, had not taken fright, 
and abandoned their- pofts on feeing the rout of Lorrain. It took 
fome time to bring the purfuers back to their colours, when the 
officers, fending off the wounded, formed the reft into their ranks, 
and afterwards only made the appearance of advancing, ~ whilft 


the reft of the battle remained in doubt, left Lorrain with the Se~ - 


poys fhouid rally; to prevent which the four field-pieces on the 
left kept up an inceflant fire plunging’ into the camp. 
As foon as the other wing and the-center of theEnemy’s army gave 


way, their opponents, the Company’s battalion and Draper’s regiment ~- 


got into order, and. with Coote’s, who were ready, advanced to the 
purfuit, leaving their artillery behind. : They entered the enemy’s 
camp without meeting the leaft oppofition.. India and Lally’s had 
paffed through it haftily to the other fide, although not in rout as 
Lorrain’s before: Mr. Lally, after the rout of Lorrain, rode away- 
to join his own regiment on the left,- but on the way faw the ex-: 
plofion of the tumbril at the retrenched tank, the difperfion -of the” 
marines in this-poft; and the flight of the Sener out of the tank: 
behind. He was in this inftant near, and intended to {peak to Mr. - 
Bufly, but turned fuddenly, and ordered the Sepoys {tationed along'+ 
the ridge in front of the camp to advance. None obeyed; and moft“ 
of them being thofe of Zulphacarjung who had. ferved with Mr.: 


Buffy in the Decan, he rafhly fufpeéted treachery, and, unable to“ e 


controul the impulfe of diftraétion, rode into the camp. to fton thes = 
fugitives of Lorrain. 
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The whole body of the French cavalry, near 300, who were all 
‘Europeans, appeared on the plain in the rear of the camp to which 
they had retreated, followed by the cavalry of the Englifh army, 
whofe encounter they had hitherto avoided by abler evolutions: fo 
-that neither of thefe two bodies had been within fight of the brunt 
between the two infantries. The French cavalry chanced to be near 
enough to fee the flight of Lorrain through the camp, and, animated 
by a fenfe of national honour, refolved to protect them, if, as might be 
expected, they fhould endeavour to efcape {till farther by gaining the 
plain. Insthis purpofe they united their fquadrons and drew up 
in the rear of the camp, and in face of the Englifh cavalry, of whom 
the black horfe, awed by their refolution, dared not, and the European 
were too few, to charge them. This unexpected fuccour probably pre- 
vented the utter difperfion of the French army. There were in the 


-vear of the camp three field-pieces with their tumbrils of ammuni- 
-tion ; at which the fugitives of Lorrain, encouraged by the appear- 
-ance of the cavalry, ftopped, and yoked them. 'Thefe protections 
'reftored confidence to Lally’s and the India battalion as they arrived, 


likewife beaten from the field, They fet fire to the tents and un- 


-dangerous ftores near them, and the whole filed off into the plain 


‘in much better order than their officers expefted. The three field- 
pieces kept in the rear of the line of infantry, and behind them 
moved the cavalry. They pafled to the weftward, and when oppo- 
fite to the pettahs of Vandivath were joined by the troops, who 


“had continued at the batteries there, which they abandoned, leavi ng 
all the ftores and baggage, and received no interruption from the 
-garrifon as they were going off. The Morattoes, who were under 


the ‘mountain when the cannonade began, intended not only to 
prote& their own camp, but to fall upon the baggage of the 
Englifh army; but when they faw the whole body of Sepoys 
remaining in the rear of the action, were deterred from advancing 
tothe village, to which the baggage was fent ; and having their own 
all ready loaded on. their bullocks, fent off the whole train to the 
weftward foon after the cannonade commenced; and with the firft 
notice from their {couts of the rout of Lorrain, began to go off 

ae themfelves, 
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themfelves. ‘Their rout led them acrofs the way, along which the 
French were retreating ; whom 700 of them joined and accompanied. 
Colonel Coote fent repeated orders to his cavalry to harrafs and im- 
pede the retreat of the French line. ‘They followed them five miles 
until five in the afternoon, but the black horfe could not be brought 
up within reach of the carbines of the French cavalry, and much 
lefs of their field-pieces. The brunt of the day pafled intirely between 
the Europeans of both armies, the black troops of neither had any 
part in it, after the cannonade commenced. The commandants of 
the Englifh Sepoys complimenting Colonel Coote on the victory, 
thanked him for the fight of fuch a battle as they had never feen. 

. Twenty-four pieces of cannon were taken, 19 in the field and 
camp, and five in the battery againft Vandivafh, 11 tumbrils of 
ammunition, all the tents, ftores, and baggage, that were not 
burnt. Two hundred of the Europeans were counted dead in the 
field, and 160 were taken, of whom 3o died of their wounds be- 
fore the next morning; fix of the re and 20 of the prifoners, 
were officers: Wounded continually ori on the road; fo that 
the immediate diminution of the enemy’s force was computed 
600 men. Of the Englifh army, 63 Europeans were killed, 
and 124 wounded, in all 190; of this number, 36 of the killed, 
and 16 of the wounded, belonged to the Company’ s battalions, 17 
and 66 to Draper’s, 13 and 36 to Coote’s regiment ; four of the Eu- 
ropean horfe, and G5 of the artillery, were wounded, but none 
of either killed. Of the black troops, 17 of the horfe were killed, 
and 32 wounded: inall, 22 and 47 : of the Sepoys ‘only 6 and 15. 
The RET, as well in the European as the black troops, was, although 
not in the different bodies, one half of the number wounded, a propor- 
tion on the whole which rarely happens, excepting as in this action, 
by cannonade. 

The firft news of the vitory was brought to Madrafs at fun: rife 
the next morning by one of the black Ge of the Englith camp. 
At noon came in another, with a note of two lines, written with 
a pencil, by Colonel Coote on the field of battle; other accounts 
followed, and foon after eye-witnefles. ‘The joy which this fuc- 
cefs.diffufed throughout the fettlement, was almoft: equal to that of 


Calcutta. 
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Ae uta on the victory at Plafley. Their congratulations to Colonel 
—~ Coote and the army were abundant as their joy. 
an Sy: < The day after the battle fcarcely fufficed for the variety of orders 
- neceflary to reftore the army to its ftrength, and to make the difpo- 
fitions, by which Colonel Coote, with his ufual a&tivity, refolved 
. to profecute his fuccefs. Captain Wood was ordered to advance 
with his garrifon from Covrepauk, and inveft the fort of Arcot ; 
Lieutent Chifholm to fend to Covrepauk the fick and invalids 
left by the army at Conjeveram: Madrafs was requefted to fend 
to Conjeveram the recovered men of the King’s regiments left 
in their hofpital, together with ftores, battering cannon, and 
ammunition : this line was meant to fuftain the fiege of Arcot. 
Whatfoever other troops could be {pared from Madrafs were 
to be fent to Vandivafh, with medicines and conveniences for 
the wounded there. The baggage at Outramalore was ordered to 
rejoin the army; a letter was written to Innis Khan, advifing him 
to quit the province, with all his Morattoes, without delay, or that 
no quarter would be given to any of them wherefoever met. Or- 
. ders were iflued for 10¢0 of. the black horfe to march to the fouth ; 
. 200 fet off immediately to plunder and. lay wafte the country bė- 
tween Allamparvah and Pondicherry: the next day, which: was 
the 25th, 800 with 20 of the huffars, under the command of Vaf- 
ferot, marched with the fame intent againft the diftri&s between 
p ’ Pondicherry. and Gingee, and were to act in correfpondence with 
oy . the other detachment. 


P 


t at Arcot, -and advifed the Morattoes to renew their in- 
. h of the Paliar. Colonel Coote, on intelligence 
; retre t, and the little care he had taken of Chitta- 
a tack this place before he marched againft Arcot. 
mı Outramalore, waiting for fome ftores from 


a an 8 . F : 
, did not arrive until the 26th. In the fame evening, a 


detachment 
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i detachment marched from Vandivath, Pb: the next morning: in- 1760, 
vetted Chittapett, when the commandant, De Tilly, refufed to Tur- pe 
render. On the 28th, the whole army encamped within cannon- oa 
fhot, and the commandant ftll perfifting in his refufal, a battery of 
two eighteen-pounders was ereéted in the night, againft the N.E £ 
angle, anda howitz was planted in the pettah, to enfilade the north $ 
line of the rampart. The fire opened at five the next morning, 
and the breach was nearly praticable by eleven, when a flag of ; 
truce appeared, and De Tilly furrendered without terms. The É 
garrifon confifted of four commiffioned officers, and 52 private Eu- . | 
ropeans, with 300 Sepoys. In the hofpitals were 73 Europeans, 
wounded in the late battle. The artillery were nine pieces of can- 
non; the ftore of ammunition was confiderable, and amongft the į 
arms were 300 excellent mufkets, which were diftributed amongft p 
the Englifh Sepoys. The garrifon reported, that a party, with two p 
field-pieces, were marching from Arcot and Gingee, having taken ; 
the round-about road by Arni and Trinomalee; on which Captain i 
Ş 
g” 
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~~ 


Stephen Smith was detached, with 200 black horfe, and two com- 
panies of Sepoys, to intercept them. 
In the mean time, the horfe {ent to the fouthward had performed 
their miffion with great alacrity, having burnt 84 villages, and {wept Å £ 
| away 8000 head of cattle, many of which were of thofe the Mo- 
| r rattoes had taken on the north of the Paliar, and fold to whomfo- 
ever would buy them, at four-pence a head. The whole collection 
~ was driven under different convoys to Vandivafh, Carangoly, and 
Outramalore, and more than reftored the imk which thefe 
diftricts had loft. Befides what they had fold, they had driven | ie! 
away a great multitude of the beft cattle into the vallies leading 7 
/ from Lalliput to Damalcherri, which they intended to fend, wi t. Ę 
the reft of their booty, to their own country on the other fi de qe 
hills ; but the menaces and fuccefs of Colonel Coote raifed app 


| : henfions in Innis Khan, that he might rifque the lofs of this 
N plunder, if he continued any longer in the province. He therefore ae 
3 quitted Arcot, with all his Morattoes, on the fame day that ee - ol 

i tapett furrendered ; and continued his march through the pafs, fi ZF 
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y a7 ee whence he wrote to Mr. Pigot, that he fhould at any time here- 

—— after be ready to wait on him with his troops, if they could agree 

fae Jago- ‘upon the terms. 

: ~ On the goth, intelligence was received from Captain Wood, that 
| | he had marched with his garrifon af Covrepauk to Arcot, and found 
the Sepoys of Zulphacarjung ftrongly pofted in the’ ftreets of the 
town ; he neverthelefs attacked them, and after much firing drove 
them from their ftands, with confiderable lofs on their fide, and 
little on hisown. They retreated out of the town, asthe garrifon in 
the fort did not want their fervice. On the 31{t, the army, which had 
moved by two fucceflive divifions, encamped near Arni, where they 
were rejoined by the detachment fent with Captain Stephen Smith, 
who had taken the party they had been fent after, which was much 
lefs than had been reprefented, confifting only of 20 Europeans 
and; 50 Sepoys, -efcorting two brafs field-pieces, which Mr. Lally 
had ordered from Arcot. Captain Smith had likewife picked up 
three commiflaries, who were ‘travelling to Pondicherry in their 
pallankeens. 

February. | The next day, which was the firft of February, Colonel Coote, 
with the firft divifion of the army, joined Captain Wood in the 
town of Arcot, having left the fecond with Major Monfon, to attack 

_ Timery, which lies in the road. This fort being very {mall, al- 
though well-built, only {hells were fired, which before the evening 
reduced the garrifon to furrender: they were one ferjeant com- 
. manding 20 foldiers, and 60 Sepoys, with five pieces of cannon. 

Bae: “The next day Major Monfon arrived at Arcot, and all immediately 
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was clear, but open ; being neither fkirted with a parapet-wall, nor 
even with a palifade: a glacis, and a covered way, had been carried 
round the fort ; and from the center of the north-fide of the covered- 


way projected a {trong ravelin, mounting fix guns, round which - 


the glacis was continued ; a gate with a draw-bridge communicated 
with this ravelin: the narrow rampart of the old wall had in many 
places been widened, and ramparts raifed to it, for the ready running: 
up of cannon; each of the towers, of which there were twenty- 
two, was rendered capable of a gun of any fize, thofe at the four 
angles would admit three, and the platforms of the two gateways 
more. The extent of the fort from the weftern to the eaftern fide is. 
nearly 80a yards; the eaftern face 350; but the fouthern wall, re- 
ceding as it ftretches to the eaftward, reduces the eaftern face to 
260 yards, of which 50 are occupied in the middle by a gate-way, 
and the main rampart on this face had only the two towers in the 
angles. 

Two batteries were raifed to the Eaft; one, of three embrafures 
in the front of fome houfes, ftanding at the diftance of 360 yards, 
nearly oppofite to the rampart between the gateway A the tower 
in the angle on its right ; and was intended to breach in the interval : 
the other batteryw ras on the left ofthis, but roo yards nearer; it mount- 
ed only two guns, of which, one was to difmantle the tower in the 
angle to the right of the gateway, and the other the angle onthe right 


of the gateway itfelf. A battery of three guns was raifed to the 


fouth, nearly-oppofite the s. w. angle of the fort, and bore upon the 
tower in this angle, and the two next to the eaftward. This battery 
was at the diftance of 200 yards, where a few houfes gave fhelter 
to the guards, and covered the workmen in the outfet “af the ap- 
proaches. The fourth battery was that raifed by Captain Wood on 


the north: it was to the left of the ravelin, at the’ diftance of 200 — 


yards, and mounted two guns, which were to plunge over: the ravelin, 
in order to break the drawbridge behind, by which the 1 ravelin com- 
municated acrofs the ditch with the body of the fort: but this bat- 
tery was of little ufe becaufe it enfiladed no part of the ram aa 
.and the ravelin it fired upon bore only one gun agami the 
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batteries to the eaftward, and, in cafe the bridge fhould be broke, 
the guard would be withdrawn into the fort, where their {ervice, 
if the breach fhould be affaulted, would be of more detriment than 
their continuance in the ravelin ; and the battery was éeinployd only 
becaufe it was ready. 


February. 


garrifon threw many fhells to interrupt the work, but no men were 
hurt by them. On the sth, all the three batteries opened ; and the 
garrifon ftill continuing their fhells, returned likewife on all fides 
i with more cannon than fired upon them; and a foldier ‘was killed 
on the N.E. attack, and four artillery-men to the fouth. On the 
6th, the enemy difmounted two guns in the battery of three to the 
eaft, in which two Europeans were killed and two wounded, and 
two were likewife wounded -at the fouth battery. This day, 200 
cohorn-fhells arrived from Madrafs, inftead of eight-inch fhells for 
the howitz, which was the only piece of bombarding artillery with 
the army ; no powder came with the fhells; and from the defence, 
the ftock in camp feemed likely to be exhaufted before the place 
could. be opened to affault; and fhot grew equally fcarce. Four 
hundred bullocks were therefore fent off to bring a fupply of both 
from. Madraf{s, with two eighteen-pounders to replace the two which 
had been difmounted. In the night between the 6th and the 7th, 
the army began their approaches from both attacks, On the 7th, 
two eighteen-pounders arrived from Chinglapett ; but from the want 
of ferviceable bullocks they were accompanied by only ço fhot, and 
5o barrels of powder expected with them were ftill lagging on the 
road. From the preceding to the prefent evening, only one man. 


f was killed, and’two-wounded. 'The approaches were pufhed on all. 


night ; and the next day,- which was the eighth of the month, ar- 
rived the powder from Chinglapett, and a quantity was. difcovered 
‘buried in one of the houfes. of the town ;, but all. the thot were 
fo nearly expended, that, at. four in the afternoon, Colonel Coote 
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On the 3d and 4th, whilft the batteries were conftructing, the: ' 


Ef beat a parley, in order to get time to pick up what the enemy: had: 

fired. “The French officer, Captain Huffey, accepted the- meffage,. 
i a = which was a fummons to furrender, as he could expect no fuc-. 
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cours: he anfwered, that not a man had been killed in the fort; 1760. 
but that he was willing to furrender it, if not relieved before, 
at the end of fix days, on condition the garrifon fhould be free, 

ı have the honours of war, and retire to Pondicherry. ‘This to and 

a fro lafted two hours, when the firing was renewed until dark. The 

lofs this day was only one man killed, and two wounded. In the. 

night, the trenches to the s. were pufhed on with much diligence, ; š 

and the garrifon employed every means to interrupt their progrefs, 

3 cannon and fhells from the body of the place, mufketry, grenades, 

and fire-balls, which fet on fire the blinds, gabions, and fafcines of 

the advancing fap, dangeroufly wounded Enfign Macmahon, who 
conduéted it, killed one, and wounded ten more of the men em- 
ployed. Neverthelefs, the fap before the morning was very ‘near 
the foot of the glacis. With the day, which was the 9th, the Bat- 
teries, having received fome more fhot from Chinglapett, continued, 
and by noon their fire had opened both breaches to fix feet of the 
bottom of the rampart ; and had difmantled the towers that flanked” 
them: but ftill the ditch remained to be filled, and no lodgement 
was yet made in the covered way. Great therefore was the furprize, 
to fee a flag, followed by a voluntary offer of furrendering the next 
day, if allowed the honours of war; which, as before, implied 
that the garrifon were not to be made prifoners. Colonel Coote re- 
fufed ; and foon after came another letter, offering as the condition, 
that they might all retire to Pondicherry on their paroles not to: 
ferve again. Colonel Coote replied, that he fhould allow the officers. = 
and men whatfoever belonged to them, and good treatment ; but re- ity 
ferved the right of difpofing of their perfons: at the fame time, he i F 
invited the commandant to fupper, who eame. The fort was. clofely- ‘ a 
furrounded during the night, to prevent any of the garrifon from ~ vs 
efcaping ; and early the next morning, the grenadiers of ‘the army 
‘took poffeffion of the gates. The garrifon confifted of 11 . officers... 
‘three of whom were captains, and 236 foldiers and artillery-men,. 

|| in. all 247 Europeans, and nearly the fame number of Sepoys. Fhear- 

| tillery were 4 mortars, and 32 pieces of cannon, of which fome nS 

Ks were eighteen-pounders: there was ‘likewife a plentiful flock of 

2 i ammunition, 
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Dae RTO. ammunition, and military ftores of all kinds. The batteries muft 
SS have ceafed firing the next day, until convoys arrived: the garrifon 
ely: had not loft three men, and the fort might have held out ten days 
longer before the aflault by ftorm could be rifqued. They exte- 
‘nuated the early furrender by the certainty of not being relieved. 
Ut required the refpite of fome days to refit the wear and tear which 
the army had endured during the activity of the late operations ; for 
all the carriages were fhattered, all the men wanted cloathing, and 
all the bullocks were fore. | 
Colonel Coote, in confideration of Mr. Bufly’s generofity to the 
Eneglith factory when he took Vizagapatam, had permitted him to 
repair to Pondicherry from the field of battle, immediately after he 
was taken. He arrived there the next day, and reprefented the defeat as 
far from irretrievable.. On the 25th in the evening, came in Mr. 
Lally, and the troops were following from Gingee to Valdore. His 
ull fuccefs, and the abandoning the field, rendered him ftill more 
W odious than ever. No invective, howfoever unjuft, was fpared. 
- Cowardice borrowing courage from drunkennefs was imputed as the 
caufe of wrong difpofitions, redrefled by worfe, until the battle was 
_ łoft, and the retreat to Pondicherry as a defign to lofe the city, in 
-Tevenge for the univerfal deteftation in which he was held. 
Neverthelefs, the beft ability and will would have been perplexed 
ae what meafure to purfue after the defeat. The neceffity of refurnith- 
ing the army with the ftores and artillery they had loft, would alone 
` have required them to. fall back nearer to Pondicherry ; and the pro- 
tedtion of the diftrits in the rear of Alamparwah and Gingee now 
_ became of great concernment ; for fince the lofs of Matfulipatam, of 
Bs _ the northern provinces, and of their fettlements in Bengal, very little 
Daa in in proportion to the former importations had been brought 
© to Pondicherry by fea; and the diftrefles for money to anfwer more 
imme alls had hitherto prevented the government from laying 
: ifions ; fo that their greateft refource at this time . 
rvefts in thefe diftri&ts, which was ripe and gather- 
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preventéd: the controllers, appointed to manage thefe diftri€ts, from 
colle&ting enough to defray the expences of the late expedition, 
although-.the revenues, if unmolefted, would have furnifhed 
more: Mr. Lally had ordered the whole to return, and ex- 
beaed they would join him before Vandivafh. They were, befides 
=~ fhe 300 European in Seringham, two detachments lately fent from 
Pondicherry, with ftores and ammunition, who were arrived, and 
halting at Utatore. The manager appointed to collect the revenues, 
who was acounfellor of Pondicherry, thought that matters would 
mend, when he fhould be reinforced by the detachments at Utatore, 
and ventured to difobey the orders. The Nabob and Captain Jofeph 
Smith at Tritchinopoly refolved, as the beft means of preventing 
the arrival of the detachments, to get pofleffion of the fortified pagoda 
of Pitchandah, on the farther bank of the Coleroon, which terminates 
the only high road leading from Samiaveram and Utatore into the 
Iland of Seringham. ‘The pagoda was reported to be garrifoned only. 
by a company of Sepoys, with a few Europeans. Accordingly Cap- 
tain Richard Smith, who was recovered of his wound, crofied the 
river on the 28th of December, and took the command ef the coun- 
try troops, and thofe from the garrifon, which had continued at 
Samiaveram fince the defeat of the French party, which had ad- 
vanced a few days before. Early the next morning, Captain Jofeph 
Smith moved with a party from the city, and began to cannonade 
the pagoda of Seringham from acrofs the Caveri, in order to divert 
the French troops‘from fending a reinforcement to Pitchandah ; for 
the attack of which, his fire upon Seringham was to be the fignal. 
The troops from Samiaveram were in time on their ground near- 
Pritchandah. The two field-pieces which were to beat down the 
gate were in the road; the oxen were cant off from them, and they 
were to be dragged the reft of the way, which was 50 yards, to a 
choultry within fix yards of the gate. The troops were not difco- 
vered until they had got under the wall, and were fixing the {calins- 
Jadders: the garrifon, more numerous than fuppofed, fired. hotly 
from the walls, and efpecially on the field-pieces. - Moft of the Eu- 
ropeans in the detachment were foreigners, and none of thofe employed 
‘inv bringing onthe field-pieces liked the fervice; and to encourage them, 
a Captain 
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Captain Smith and Lieutenant Horne pulled themfelves at the guns ; 
their example brought more afiiftance ; but of ten, who. were at the 
gun with Smith, two were fhot dead, and three wounded, before they 
got them into the choultry, when a few rounds. brought down: the 
gate-way 3 in this inftant captain Smith received a ball under his 
fhoulder, which totally difabled him. Lieutenant Horne then took his 
Jace and endeavoured to lead the men to the aflault, but the detach- 
ment had fuffered fo feverely that none would follow him ; he, how- 
ever, prevailed on them to abide, and bring off the wounded, and the 
two guns. Soon after, acertain account was received of the {tren gth of + 
the French parties atUtatore,which appeared an overmatch for the dif- 
pirited troops at Samiaveram ; nor could Tritchinopoly {pare a rein- 
forcement equal to what the French troops in the ifland might then 
fafely fend to act in conjunction with thofe coming from Utatore: the 
-whole detachment at Samiaveram were therefore recalled, and ar- 
rived the fecod of February at T'ritchinopoly. Their retreat re- 
lieved the French troops in the pagoda of Seringham from 
great diftrefs; for they had little ammunition left, and {treight- 
ened towards the Caveri by the garrifon of. Tritchinopoly, and 
on the other fide of the Coleroon by parties from the en- 
campment at Samiaveram, they could neither venture out to feek, 
nor the country people to bring them in provifions; fo that all their 
fubfiftence, for feveral days, had been what they had plundered 
from the bramins in the pagoda, whofe houfes they pulled down for 
fire-wood to drefs the victuals they found in them. 
The¥French troops at Utatore having waited for fome ftores, which 
were lagging on the road, did not arrive at Seringham until the 
Sth: they were 140 Europeans, five pieces of cannon, and 600 Se~ 
‘poys; and brought with them a competent ftock of ammunition and 
ipare arms. A day or two after their arrival, 200 of their Euro- 
a peans, with 600 Sepoys, commanded by Huffan Ally, marched 
ee . againft Totcum, which had been taken for the Nabob on the 26th 
$ of December. The garrifon left in it were four companies of 
Sepoys, under the command of two European ferjeants ; all -of 
whom, aithough there were guns in the fort, behaved very ill, and 
m furren- 
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furrendered the place before any impreffion had been made on the 
walls. 

At the fame time that Mr. Lally recalled the Bears from Sering- 
ham, he likewife ordered the fort of Devicotah to be evacuated ; wna 
the garrifon, having made feveral breaches in the walls and towers, 
marched away in the beginning of February, but left a company of 
Sepoys in the pagoda of Atchaveram, which ftands five miles inland 
of Devicotah. 

Captain Jofeph Smith, on this intelligence, detached two compa- 
nies of Sepoys, under the command of ferjeant Sommers, on whofe 
approach the French Sepoys at Atchaveram were reinforced by ano- 
ther company from the pagoda of Chilambarum, with which they 
marched out, and met Sommers’s detachment on the plain, who 
routed them completely, taking five ftand of their colours, with four 
of their officers, and, befide the Sepoys who were killed, many were 
drowned in the hurry of croffing the Coleroon. Immediately after 
this encounter, Sommers proceeded, took yee of Devicotah, 
and began to repair the breaches. 

The news of théiviGtory at Vandivath reached ie òn 
the 30th of January, and cleared at once the cloud of defpondency 
which had overwhelmed the Nabob ever fince he left Madrafs to 


proceed thither. He pitched his tent, difplayed his great ftandard, 


and declared his intention of returning into the Carnatic; but 


waited until the French troops fhould be removed from Sering- 


ham; and his wifh was foon gratified; for Mr. Lally, on his 
arrival at Pondicherry, difpatched a fecond order, under the fe- 
vereft penalties of difobedience, for all the troops between Vol- 
condah and Tritchinopoly to join his army without delay. They 
hoped to conceal their retreat from the garrifon of Tritchino- 
poly, and made the preparations with all fecrecy; but fome of 
the Malabars employed by them. were natives of this part of 
the country, who, folicitous to fecure pardon, if not favour, 
with the change of government, gave immediate and conftant intel- 
ligence to Captain Jofeph Smith, who made ready to take fuch ad- 
vantages as ufually occur, when troops retreating are purfued. The 

Vor. IL 4H whole 
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—.— and 1200 Sepoys; of which 150, with the commiffary, were in the 
archi pagoda of Jumbakifina. > The retreat was appointed at nine at night, 
on the 6th of February; of which previous intelligence was brought 

to Captain Smith ; and almoft the whole garrifon of ‘Tritchinopoly 

were on the bank of the Caveri, oppofite to the pagoda of Se- 


y pun&ual; and the firft divifion of the Englifh troops entered. the 
fouth gate of the pagoda as the laft of the French were going out of 
the oppofite: the reft of the Englifh troops marched round the 
pagoda to the weft. When all were united on the north fide, they 
advanced to the bank of the Coleroon, and, when nearly oppofite ta 
Pitchandah, heard the found, and thought they faw the motion ofa 
_.  lineofmen marching acrofs them to pafs the river. Captain R. Smith, 

who led the the troops of the garrifon, formed in order to receive or at- 

tack the ftrangers; but Captain Jofeph coming up bid him not fire, 
`. bécaufe he had ordered the troops of the polygar Tondiman, which had 
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of Seringham and Jumbakiffna, and what troops they now defcried 
might as probably be them, as a part of the enemy; who they really 
were, being thofe moving from Jumbakiffna to join their main body : 

they were foon after afcertained by a black fervant of R.. Smith’s, 

who had ftraggled into their line, and talking, was anfwered in 

French. On which the Englifh troops immediately proceeded, and 

began to enter the bed of the Coleroon, as the enemy were leav- 
ing the farther bank, who in their hurry flung away fifty barrels 
of gunpowder, which were recovered; and they deftroyed a 
tumbril of gun-ammunition at Pitchandah. But-their line never 
ftopped until they got to Utatore. The Nabob’s horfe followed 
- ing in their rear, and continually picked up a deferter A 
in all 30 Europeans, or fomething belonging to their 
and ftores ; but the infantry, black and white, halted at Sa- 
the horfe returned, which was the next day ; ‘when a 
i 200 S epoys, endise Europeans, with two guns anda 
part of the Nabob’s horfe, marched under the com- 
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whole body of the French troops were 450 Europeans and Coffrees,. 
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ringham, ready to move as foon as the enemy. The notices were. 


T y -iy for fome time attended the garrifon, to advance between the pagodas . 
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‘on intelligence of their approach, the Prefidency reinforced 
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mand of lieutenant Horne, againft Totcum and Cortalum : at the fame 1760. 
time, all the other troops returned from Samiaveram to Tritchinopoly 3 - 
and, befides what had been gathered in the road, brought in two excel- 
lent eighteen-pounders, which the enemy had left in the pagoda of 
Seringham. The Nabob, folicitous to make his new appear- 
ance in the Carnatic with as much figure as poffible, requefted Jo- 
feph Smith to go, and afk 500 horfe of the king of Tanjore. The 
king was ill, and with difficulty admitted the vifit, but promifed 
every thing, and referred the adjuftment to his Dubbeer, or minifter, 
which, amongft the Indians, is equivalent to the Duan of the Ma- 
homedan princes. ‘The Dubbeer, notwithftanding the late fuccefles. 
of the Englifh arms, infifted, that the Nabob fhould farnifh the | 
pay and expences, which he knew would not be complied with ; and 
Captain Smith returned, as he had expeéted, without obtaining a 
fingle horfeman. In the mean time, Haflan Ally had abandoned 
Totcum, on the appearance of lieutenant Horne’s detachment, but 
went away with the garrifon, which were 400 Sepoys, to reinforce 
Cortalum. Licutenant Horne followed him; and here the enemy 
made a ftand for three days, until a battery was raifed, when they 
all went off in the night, leaving a gun and fome ammunition in 
the fort. Some Sepoys were left in both, and the reft of the de- 
tachment returned to the city; where the Nabob was making, with 
accuftomed tedioufnefs, the preparations for his departure. - 
The ravages which had been committed by the Englifh cavalry, 
in the diftriéts around Pondicherry, brought forth a part of the 
French troops from Waldoor 5 but not before the cavalry were gone } 
off with their plunder. ‘The French detachment, feeing nothing 
to oppofe them, advanced within 20 miles of Carangoly; which, 


ees 
February. 


with 40 Europeans. Captam Prefton had already been fent to 


command there; and on the 6th of February Colonel Coote had 3 
detached 500 black horfe, and 20 huffars, from the fiege of Arcot, ro 

with orders, if Prefton fhould think proper, to lead them againft the a 
enemy’s detachment, who, gaining intelligence of their march be- es 


fore they had reached Carangoly, retreated faft; and on the 8th, ay 
huffars with their horfes deferted and came to Vandivafh, where 
4H 2 UR they* 
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they were enlifted in the Englifh fervice. Mr. Lally, on hear- 
ing that his detachment was retreating, and that Arcot was 
prefed, took a fudden refolution of marching with all the reft 

` of the cavalry, in order, as he gave out, either to throw reinforce- 
ments into Arcot, or to retake Chittapett by {urprize, and releafe 
the wounded prifoners there; but the cavalry, when drawn out, 
mutinied, refufed to proceed with him, and all went out of the 
bounds, as if they intended to go over to the Englith garrifons ; their 
officers however brought them back; but fuch was the general dif- 
content for want of pay, that feveral of the common foldiers were 

_ overheard, in the night of the 11th, propofing among themfelves to 
turn the guns in the ramparts againft the government houfe, as the 
only means of bringing Mr. Lally to reafon. He immediately re- 

H 1r prefented the depofitions of the witneffes to Mr. De Leyrit and the 

Council, who, having no money in the public treafury, propofed ex- 

pedients, which Mr. Lally did not approve. All the country in the 

rear of Vandivafh and Chittapett, quite up to Pondicherry, had 
been let for five years to two of the European inhabitants of the co- 
lony, at the rent of 1,450,000 rupees a-year: they were applied to 
in this exigency, and anfwered, that they had no money, having 
been difappointed of much they expeéted by the lofs of Van- 
divafh and Chittapett ; on which the Malabar, to whom Mr. Lally 
had rented the diftri@s round Arcot, whilft they remained under 
his authority, offered to advance 50,000 rupees in ten days, and 
ue $0,000 in twenty more, if what remained of the diftriéts let to 
the two Europeans were leafed out to him, with the addition of 
all the country to the fouth of Pondicherry, as far as Chillambarum 
and the banks of the Coleroon. His propofal was accepted ; but 

_ the prefent affiftance he fupplied could not ferve long, and the fu- 

__ ture depended on the proteétion of the countries : they were farmed 

m at 1,750,000 rupees a year. 

s arrangement was not approved by the council, becaufe they 
of the credit and integrity of the Malabars ; and, perhaps, 
as a fuperceffion of their own authority in the admini- 
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the lofs of Arcot, which with that of Chittapett gave new fcope to 1760. 
the imputations againft Mr. Lally. It was faid, that he himfelf had pple 
declared, the one incapable of holding out four days, the other not bie 
more than five. Why then leave in them 400 Europeans, fo much — 
wanted in his own army, to fall a certain prey tothe Enghfh? But 
this conduét, as his retreat to Pondicherry, was not void of juftifi- - 
cation; for, had he withdrawn thefe garrifons, the Englfh army, - 
having nothing to apprehend in their rear, might have immediately 
followed him to Gingee,and from thence to the adjacencies of Pondi- 
cherry, when the produce of the country, fo neceflary to ftore Pon- - 
dichery, would have fallen under the power of the enemy, whom the 
neceflity of reducing Chittapett and Arcot had turned another way; © 
and, befides the time they muft employ againft thefe forts, other 
delays might concur to keep them {till longer at a diftance. 

The eat army, after the reduction of Arcot, encamped with- - 
out the town, towards Velore. The Kellidar Mortizally trembled ` 
for his fort ; and having been very complacent to the Englith, fince 
the French had been renal! from before Madrafs, he now intreated — 
the Prefidency to {pare the attack, and fent a prefent of 30,000 
rupees to Colonel Coote; who refufed it, fignifying, that m was 
not empowered, either by the Nabob or the Prefidency of Madrafs, . 
to levy tributes. The Kellidar replied, that it was intended as a : 
homage to himfelf, a great commander, according to the cuftom of ~ 
the country ; on which the money was accepted, and appropriated - 
to the general {tock of prize-money for the army. 

The army had not reftored its equipments fufficiently to move 
from the neighbourhood of Arcot until the 20th of February, a and 
_even then left behind two eighteen-pounders and a ten-inch howitz, 
which were not repaired. ‘They halted this day at Timery, and 
500 Sepoys, with 100 black horfe, were difpatched with Captain 
Stephen Smith againft Trinomaly. The next day the ang en- 
camped under Arni. The Kellidar of this fort, which is con- - ; 
-fiderable, and a fief belonging to the king of Tanjore, had conducted ne 
himfelf with fo much Aor TS to both fides, that neither the i 
French nor the Nabob Soper him as an enemy. . On the ae 
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4 ar76. they arrived at Chittapett, when intelligence was. received from 
== Stephen Smith, that he had got pofleflion of the pettah of Tri- 
penoa nomaly ; but that the troops in the fort feemed refolved to hold 
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out. The pettah could not be maintained without the fort ; and the 
pofleffion of the fort was at this juacture of much confequence, as its 
detachments might harrafs and interrupt convoys of provifions 
coming from the country in the rear of the army, when advanced 
to the fouthward. Colonel Coote therefore reinforced Stephen Smith 
with two twelve-pounders, and 50 Europeans, who were French 


_deferters, lately incorporated into a company under the command 


of one of their own ferjeants; they were called the French Volun- 
teers, and were intended to be employed on hazardous fervices; but 
this did not prove one; for, although the guns could not breach, 
the garrifon offered on the 2gth- to give up the fort, if they were 
permitted to march out free whither they pleafed, with their arms 
and baggage ; their terms were accepted: they were 250 Sepoys, 
and left fix pieces of cannon, and a confiderable quantity of ammu- 
nition, in the fort. Of the Englith detachment, one of the volun- 
teers and a Lafcar were killed, and a Sepoy wounded, during the 
attack. 

On the 23d, Rear-Admiral Cornifh arrived at Madrafs, with fix 
fhips of the line. They were the fquadron which had failed under 
his command from England, and met Mr. Pococke, with his fhips, 
off Pondicherry in October, whom they accompanied to Tellicherry: 
from whence they failed again ‘for the coaft of Coromandel on the 
15th of December, whilft Mr. Pococke, with his own, was proceed- 
ing to Bombay. Contrary winds and currents had retarded their paf- 


_ fages from one coaft to the other. The crews had received very 

little refrefhment from land ever fince they left England about this 
T <i fimeyin the preceding year, and many were down with the fcurvy. 
ae ene army marched from Chittapett on the 26th, ftriking acrofs 


miles 


7, towards Pondicherry, from which place it is 30 
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the gate; for, although the pettah was. under the main rocks, the. 
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miles difant to the N.E. In the other direction of the country, 1760. 
it ftands nearly midway between Gingee and Alamparvah on the E EET 
fea-fhore; and-on its left, five miles towards Alamparvah, is a forti- 5: 
fied rock, called Permacoil. The wars between the two nations 
having never before brought any decifion before this place, it had 
hitherto remained neglected by both: But as foon as the French 
army fell back towards Pondicherry, Permacoil became of impor- 
tance to the protection of the intermediate diftrits ; and Mr. Lally, 
immediately after the defeat of Vandivafh, had prevailed on the 
Kellidar to admit a party, with fome cannon, into his fort; but the 
eafy redu@tion of Chittapett and Arcot made the Kellidar repent of 
his hafty compliance ; and, as foon as the Englifh army were return- 
ing from Arcot to the fouthward, he wrote to Colonel Coote, pre- 
tending, that the French party had got into his fort by furprize, -ad-. 
vifed him to attack it, and promifed all the affiftance in his power 3. 
and Colonel Coote refolved to try the fincerity of his profeflions. 

In this intention, he fet off before the army in the laft march to » 
Tondivanum, with moft of the cavalry and two companies of Sepoys, . 
and arriving there before day-break went on to reconnoitre Per- 
macoil. Befides the fortified rock, lie others of lefs height before 
and behind it; the dire€tion in length of the whole plot is 1200 
yards, and extends from the n.x. to the s.w.: the s.w. end of the rocks 
lay neareft toTondivanum; but Colonel Coote, having no guide, fol-- 
lowed the beft ground, which brought him to the north-eaft end, 
oppofite to the northern face of the pettah, which hes under the 
weftern fide of the rock of Permacoil, and extends beyond it under. 
part of the other rocks to the north. When near, the troops were 
fired upon by cannon from the neareft tower on the rock, and by: 
field-pieces and mufketry from the walls of the pettah below. Soon. ` P 
after came a man, commiflioned by the Kellidar, who informed Co- - $ 


SEPC LI 


lonel Coote, that the French in the fort were 50 Europeans, 30:Cof- 

frees, and so Sepoys ; that they had got fome guns up the rock’; but. 
that four large pieces. of cannon, which arrived the day before, were : 
Rill remaining in the pettah below ; and offered ta conduct them te : 


7 plain, 
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X 1760. plain on all fides round the walls was encumbered with large frag- 

=n ments, which might afford fhelter to the approach. Colonel Coote 


m, February, ; immediately- followed the guide with the Sepoys, ordering the horfe 


: to form,-and keep on the left, under cover of the main rocks to 


Tarr 


- the N: E. : 
‘The rock on which the fort of Permacoil ftands does not extend, even 


at its bafe, more than 509 yards in length. In breadth, it is at the 
northern end about 400 yards, at the fouthern not more than 200 : its 
height is likewife various, being at the narrow end 300 perpendicular 
feet, and diminifhing by flopes and declivities to 200 at the other. Of 
thefe differences in the height, there is one more particularly marked, 
which croffes in a natural zig-zag of two re-entering angles, about 
the middle of the mountain, and all the ground to the eaftward 
behind this ridge is 50 feet higher than the other part before it to 
the weftward. This eaftern part is the upper, and the only real 
fort ; being inclofed and fortified with high ftone walls and towers 
ftrongly built. The other inclofure, although called the lower fort, 
“is only furrounded with a wall of loofe ftones, and was principally 
intended for the immediate refuge of the cattle and inhabitants on 
fudden alarm. ‘The rock falls every where fo fteep, that the area of 
the fortified furface above is equal to half the bafe below. The ad- 
jacent rocks before and behind are not high enough to carry any de- 
triment to its fortifications. 
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x _ Colonel Coote with the Sepoys, led by the guide, took poft behind 
i -fome rocks oppofite to the gate-way'in the north face of the pettah, ; 


which ftands nearly in the middle of the rampart. Two large pieces 
of cannon, mounted on field-carriages, were ftanding at the entrance 

of the gate-way, which was in the left fide of its proje€tion ; and fome 

= Coffrees and Europeans, with two field-pieces, were on the tower 
at juft behind to prote& them, This guard, knowing that the cavalry 
= in the rear could not aé on the ground where the Sepoys were, 

d to fally. Colonel Coote ordered Enfign Carty to meet them, 
e e companies of Sepoys; which turned out with great: 

their fire, and advanced to the bayonet. The French 
: | by their refo ution, ran back, and were followed fo 
oa . clofe 


# 
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clofe by Carty’s company, and they by Colonel Coote with the 
other, that the fugitives made no ftand at the gateway, but con- 


tinued their flight, {till purfued, through the pettah, to the foot of À 


the rock at the farther end, where fteps were cut winding up to the 
upper fort, by which they A into it; but Colonel O’Kennedy, 


the commander, who was at the fteps, and lame with old wounds, 
had very neue been taken. Here were lying two twenty-four | 


pounders, of which the garrifon had burnt the carriages, becaufe 
there was no path to draw, and no means to raife then, into the 
fort. As foon as the pettah was cleared of the enemy’s guards, Co-. 
lonel Coote pofted the Sepoys in the beft fhelter the houfes afforded 
againft the fire of the cannon in the upper fort, and the mufke- 
try from the lower, which recommenced immediately, and conti- 
nued through the day. The horfe were diftributed, fome under the 
walls of the pettah, ready to difmount and affift, if any defcent 
fhould be made; and the reft in different guards round the hills. In 
the evening came up fix companies of Sepoys, with the French Vo- 
lunteers, and an eight-inch howitz, from Tondivanum: the enemy 
continued their fire through the night, and {mall parties came down 
the fide of the rocks, who threw grenades, and fired mufketry, by 
which a Sepoy was killed, and nine, with three Europeans, wound- 
ed before the morning; no lofs had been fuftained in the day. All 
the return was from the howitz, which did no damage in either of 
the forts, i 
Before morning pioneers and tools arrived, and fufficient cover 


for the whole was formed with earth thrown up and houfes broken” 


down ; during which fome were employed in raifing and fixing the 


two pieces ae cannon, onë after the other, to tranfpor ting carriages, — 


in order to carry them off, which was not executed without diffi- 
culty and time; during which, the enemy fired down grenades and 
mufketry, but did no mifchief. 

In the afternoon Colonel Coote fummoned O'Kennedy, who E 
down one of his men to receive the letter, and anfwered it with a 
tem negative; on which Colonel Coote refolved to “‘furprize 


the lower fort. Two guides belonging to the Kellidar offered tor 
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fhew the path leading up the north fide of the hill, which being ex- 
tremely rugged and difficult, was not likely to be fufpected: they 
_ proceeded with two companies of Sepoys at eight at night ; at the 
fame time a platoon of Coote’s grenadiers, with another company of 
Sepoys, went up the fteps leading from the pettah to the back of the 
upper fort, and made a falfe attack to, divert the enemy from the 
real, which were forty minutes in gaining the f{ummit, when the 
foremoft got over the wall before they were difcovered. The 
enemy’s guards confifted chiefly of Sepoys, and all of them aftonith- 
ed by the firft fire ran away from their different ftations, and re- 
gained the upper fort, where Colonel O’Kennedy, ignorant of the 
numbers which had got into the lower, and perplexed: by the falfe 
attack, would not rifque a fally which might have recovered the 
lofs; but kept up a hot fire upon them by guefs from the defences 
along the ridge which feparates the upper from the lower fort ; -but 
with no effect, fer the choultries and rocks rifing every where af- 
forded fhelter. The guides, as foon as the party was eftablithed, 
came down with information of their fuccefs to Colonel Coote, whe 
was waiting at the foot of the path, with the pioneer company, and 
the Volunteers of France, provided with ladders, gabions, and faf- 
cines, and immediately proceeded with them up the hill; where as 
{oon as they had joined the party above, the whole proceeded acrof3 
the lower fort, to efcalade the. fortifications along the ridge, not- 
withftanding the garrifon was prepared to receive them.. ‘The ridge 
might be afcended without elambering. The grenadiers carried the 
ladders; the reft followed, ready to mount, and in the mean time 
fired up againft the parapet; from which the fire inftantly became 
exceffively hot. ‘The ladders that were firft applied proved too 
fhort; it was fuppofed they would anfwer better in oth 
which they were removed, and tried with as little fuccefs. Never-. 
thelefs the conteft continued half an hour; and the Sepoys bel 
with as much eagernefs.as the Europeans, but man 
difabled, Colonel Coote: ordered the aflault to ceafe. He received a 
wound in the ‘knee; his aid de camp, Captain Adams, was fhot 
through the hip ;, a ferjeant of the pioneers, one of the F rench Vo-~ 


laved 


lunteers, 
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Book XII, PERMACOIL. 

lunteers, and feven Sepoys, were killed; 16 Europeans and 25 Sc- 
poys were wounded: in the falfe attack on the upper fort, two 
Sepoys were wounded, and Enfign Blakeney was killed. The next 
day, which was the 3d of the month, the fire of the fert dimi- 
nifhed confiderably, as it was fuppofed, and rightly, from fearcity 
of ammunition. At noon, a letter came from Colonel O’Kennedy, 
requefting a ceflation of 24 hours, to obtain Mr. Lally’s orders con- 
cerning the furrender: this was refuled, and foon after he fent ano- 
ther letter requfting the honours of war, which were likewife de- 
nied. Several Europeans and Sepoys were killed and wounded 
through the day and night. Before noon of the next day, which 
was the fifth of the attack, a brats fix-pounder was got up the hill 
with much difficulty by Captain Barker. There were two choultries 
in the lower fort, ftanding 100 yards from the ridge and ram- 
part, which divide it from the upper: one of thefe choultries was 
near the wall which runs along the edge of the rock on the fide 
over the pettah ; and in this choultry the field-piece was planted; 
the other was a few yards on the left, which fheltered thofe 
whom it was not neceflary to expofe. ‘The defences in the up- 
per fort immediately oppofite to the choultries lay in a large re-en- 
tering angle, at the two extremities of which was a round tower, 
one on the edge of the rock overlooking the pettah, the other about 
the middle of the ridge, which from hence falls back in another Zig- 
zag out of fight of the choultries. The gate leading into the upper fort 
was on the left of the tower in the middle of the ridge. “The field- 
piece managed by Captain Barker battered, firing upwards out of the 
choultry, againft the gate and the parapet of the tower, both which 
were ruined before night; but the garfifon had heaped earth at the 
back of the gate, which continued to ftop the entrance. Many of 
thofe expofed in this fervice fuffered.. New {caling-ladders had been 
provided ; and the next morning, as the troops were preparing to ad- 
vance with them, the garrifon beat the chamade, and furrendered 


‘at difcretion. ‘They were fifteen European gunners, chofen men, 


32 Coffees, and 100’ Sepoys: only one of each had been killed. 
There were in the fort 20 pieces of cannon, but not ammunition 
aE | either 
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1760. cither for them or the mufketry fufficient to have {tood the aflault, = 
Mach, POr had the garrifon two days provifion left. The total lofs and ca- 
~~ faalties of the Englifh, through the attack, were four Europeans 
killed, and 15 wounded, of the Sepoys 40 and 70; thefe troops had = 


never behaved fo well; of their killed, one was the Subadhar, equi- 

valent to the Captain of a company, and two were Jemidars, the 

next rank of officers. The gallantry of Bulwanfing, who was the 

fenior of the whole body in camp, was rewarded with a gold medal. = 
The Kellidar, for his fervices, was continued in the fort, in which E 
were left a company of Sepoys, with 12 Europeans and a lieutenant. - 
A large detachment of the French army had advanced as far as Ma- 
nour, within feven miles of Permacoil, and were in motion to throw 
in a confiderable reinforcement of men and {tores, at the very hour z 
they heard of the arrival of the Englifh army at Tondivanum, on i 
which they retreated towards Pondicherry. : 
l On the 7th, Colonel Coote went from the camp at Tondivanum, - 
i with the cavalry, black as well as Europeans, and fix companies. of i 
epoys, to difcover near the bounds of Pondicherry. The diftance i 
: l to the bound-hedge was 20 miles; and the Sepoys, after marching 
| 
F 


ten, wanted reft, and were left in the village of Trichimungalum. 

The French troops which had been detached to the relief of Per- s 
macoil, had, on their retreat, encamped four miles to the weft of 
the town, and three from the bound-hedge. A large colle&tion of : 
fand-hills, of which the whole together is called the Red-hill, rifes 
about halfa mile from the fea-fhore, and a mile and half to the north =~ 
of the town : they extend four miles to the weftward, and the laft hill, 
where they ceafe on this fide, is called Perimbé: acrofs from north 
to fouth they extend two miles, and have paffable dales between: 
dire&tly oppofite to the fide of Perimbé, {tands the Fort of Villenore, 

a ftrong out-poft, fituated near the north bank of the river of Arian- 
copang, which falls into the fea about 500 yards from the wall of Pon- 
dicherry, and in its courfe from Villenore forms a curve to the fouth. 
The Red-hill, on the other fide the plain, recedes to the N. E. from 


es oe - Perimbe to its end towards the fea. So that the interval between 

g Pi A s s Z œ 

6 S fer Villenore and Perimbé is the narroweft part of the plain between 
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Book XII. 
the river and the Red-hill, being here fcarcely more than a milè,. 
whereas farther back it is three. The plain as. far as the bound. 
hedge was occupied by country houfes, enclofures, avenues, and: 
arable ground. ‘The market of the French troops was in the village- 
under Villenore. Temporary barracks. for the European cavalry had 
been raifed on the hill of Perimbé. Their foot-and artillery were 
difperfed in the houfes and enclofures which occupied EG {pace. 
between. 


Tue BOUNDS or PONDICHERRY. 


Colonel Coote proceeded with the cavalry from Trichimungalum;. 
not in the high road which pafleth by Valdore, but acrofs the coun- 
try to the left, and came in about the middle of the Red-hill, and 
palling through its dales appeared on the outward ridge between Pe- 
rumbé and the bound-hedge. The enemy had gained notice of his. 
approach, but not of the force which accompanied him; and, ima-- 
gining that it confifted of foot as well as horfe, fufpeéted likewife that 
che mais body of both might be marching to get between them and: 
the bound-hedge, and impede their retreat into the limits. In this. 
perfuafion, all their infantry got into march with much hurry and- 
confufion, to gain the avenue neareft the Red-hill, which, as well: 
as. another on its. right, leads to the bound-hedge: they moved with: 
all their field-pieces in: front, to oppofe the. (pence danger, which 


if real would have been the oreatett : but the European horfe, which- 


were 250 in three fquadrons, remained on the hill of Penne to ob-. 
ferve and prote& their rear. 


his: troops came up ordered the European. horfe, 


Colonel Coote fufpected the error-which: — 
occafioned the diforder he obferved in the infantry, and as. faft as. 
which. were. 


es, P 
Marcha. 


only. 80, with three {quadrons of the black, to advance, and keep $e 


the enemy’s. cavalry in check, whilft he himfelf, with the main. 
body, crofled over. to the avenue, in which the laft of their infantry 
were entering ; in whofe rear he hung, having thus. feparated them 
from: their cavalry, who, feeing ate des, retreated before the 
divifion. advancing againft them, to gain the other fide of the ave-. 
nue on. the right of their infantry, whofe flanks were already pro- 


bse 
te&ted from the cavalry with Colonel Coote by the ditch on-each z AR ria Ps 
fide. Colonel Coote following the infantry, often advanced within, — ys 
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612 THe WAR OF COROMANDEL. Book XIL 
1760. 40 yards, to draw their fire; but the grenadiers of Lorrain, who 

formed the rear-guard, referved it with much difcipline, At length, 

ae however, the foremoft troop of horfe, led -by Affafbeg, a Jemidar 

of great {pirit, broke in upon a platoon, and cut down feven of them ; 

but the next troop drew up their bridles, and were afraid to follow 

the impreflion, which otherwife promifed to break the whole co- 

Jumn, which recovered, and continued its way as before, until they 

had paffed the bound-hedge, under the redoubt of Valdore, which 

terminates the avenue along which they were marching, when the 

fire of the redoubt was left free, and Colonel Coote {topped the = 

purfuit. In the mean while, the other divifion under the com- 

mand of Captain De Buke, had crofled over to the village of Vil- 

lenore, and routed the market-people there without refiftance, and 

Í the black horfe with him, joined by more from the main body, 

collected all worth the while they could carry off, and drove before 

l them all the cattle. The whole affembled again on the hill of Pe- 

| “rimbé, where they fet fire to the barracks, and the carriage of an 

| eighteen-pounder, for want of proper bullocks to draw it off In the 


pea 


f afternoon, the whole returned to Tritchimungalum, intending to reft 
; | the night there ; but a corporal of the dragoons deferting, they re- 
E moved five miles farther back to Manoor ; from hence Colonel Coote 
fent orders to Major Monton, to march the army from Tondivanum 
~ againft Alamparvah. 
$ The next day he moved himfelf to Taliaveram, which is five miles 
| from Manoor to the xN. E. on the road towards Permacoil; but few 
f of the black horfe accompanied him; they were all difperfed to fe- 
| cure or fell the plunder they had got the day before. They, how- 
ever, carme back on the gth, and he proceeded with them from Ta- 
liaveram again to the bound-hedge of Pondicherry, and obferved very 
nearly, without annoyance. On his return, he went to Conymere, 
where he met Mr. Buffy by appointment, who had been recalled on 
his parole to Madrafs, in order to be fent to Europe, in compliance 
with the earneft importunity of the Nabob, who regarded him 
as fraught with more dangerous refources than all his other ene- 
mies, and faid that if he became free, and commanded, he would 
7 protract - 
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protra& the war ten years. On the roth Colonel Coote came to 1760. 
Alamparvah, which the army had invefted the day before; but the 
wound he had received at Permacoil was fo much exafperated by 
his late fatigue, that he could not any longer ftir without danger, 
he therefore ordered Colonel Monfon to carry on the fiege of Alam- 
parvah, but {till continued in the camp. 

The fort of Alamparvah ftands on the fea-fhore, about 20 miles 
E. N. E. of Tondivanum, 15 E. of Permacoil, and 24 to the N. of 
Pondicherry. It formerly belonged to the Nabobs of the province ; 
E and was given to Mr. Dupleix by Murzafajing in 1750. It has 
many wells.of good water, which is not to be found in all parts. 
of the coaft fo. near the fea. The fort was of ftone, fquare, of mo- 

derate extent, with four round towers at the angles, a parapeted’ 
fauflebray, and a wet ditch, but without a glacis. A pettah ex- 
tends along the ftrand to the north, and fronts within 250 yards of 
the fort. An eight-inch howitz bombarded; anda ricochet bat- 
tery of two guns, to enfilade the north front from the weft, was. 
began in the night, and finifhed before morning ; during which, a. 
ferjeant of pioneers. and a Sepoy were killed. In the enfuing night, 
another battery of three eighteen-pounders was finifhed in the pet- 
tah, to batter the tower in the weft angle of the north face; and: 


Vas 
Marche. 


the lofs during thefe 24 hours, was Lieutenant Angus, of Coote’s 
i regiment, and a grenadier killed.. Both batteries opened together at 

day-light on the rath, and in three hours difmounted moft of the 
A guns, and ruined the whole line of defence; and in the afternoon 
‘ the Chevalier Viart, who commanded, furrendered at difcretion.. 
The garrifon, befides himfelf, a Lieutenant, and a furgeon, were 
50 Europeans, and 150 Sepoys. During the attack, three of 
their Europeans had been killed, and twelve wounded. There were. 
in the fort 20 pieces of cannon, a howitz, and abundance of am- 
munition.. ; age 3s 


te 
The feafon was now advancing, wlien the French fquadron might 
be expected from the iflands. The lofs of Alamparvah deprived them 
of the only ftation under their command to the northward, and Ka- 
a vical remained the only one they had to the fouthward of Pondi- a 
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Tue. War or CoroMANDEL. Book Xfi. 
cherry ; but the importance of Karical rofe with the feafon, and the 
encreafing diftreites of the capital; for becelaa ny with the change 
of the monfoon, the windward ftation, all their veflels arriving on 
the coaft might get their firft intelligence here, and, if the road 
were not occupied by a fuperior force, were always fure of water, 
and frefh provifions from the fort, which the foreign fettlements of 
Negapatam and Tranquebar might, or might not fupply. The 
grain of the diftricts, which was contiderable, was gathered, and, 
with what might be purchafed in the plentiful country of mee. 
would become a great refource to Pondicherry, continually lofing its 
own diftricts Na the fucceffes of the army; for it might be con- 
veyed from Karical in the boats of the country, which, favoured by 
the wind and current, would almoft make the paflage in a night, 
and with little rifque, even if difcovered and purfued, as they can 
keep clofe to the furf, in fhallow foundings, and along the fhore 
{well of the fea, where vefiels af European conftruction feldom 
chufe to venture. The French government already repented of the 
lofs of fuch another poffeffion in Devicotah, although not com- 
manding equal advantages ; and had made a ftrong attempt to. re- 
cover it. On the 24th of February, a detachment from Chilam- 
brum of 30 troopers, 40 European pee and ae Sepoys, with 
two field-pieces, invefted the fort. On the 27th, they were joined 
by 80 Europeans and Coffrees from Pondicherry, when the whole in- 
trenched themfelves within 200 yards of the walls. The breaches. 
which their garrifon had made when they abandoned it, were not 
completely repaired; and on the 29th in the morning, the enemy made 
an affault on that which was moft practicable ; the fire Jafted an hour, 


“when they were repulfed, with the lofs, as the ferjeant fuppofed, of 


two officers, and 20 of their Europeans and Coffrees, and more of 
their Sepoys killed and wounded. ‘They, however, during their ftay, 
and on their retreat, fent and carried away a confiderable quantity of 
grain, which had juft been got up from the harveft of the diftriats. 
The Prefidency of Madrafs now became anxious to get pofleffion 
of Karical, before the French fquadron fhould arrive on the coatt; 
but, as it was intended that the army fhould as foon as poft- 
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ble encamp near Pondicherry, in order to intercept all convoys of 
provifions from the adjacent country, a body of troops fufficient for 
the attack of Karical could not be fpared from the camp, without 
fruftrating the other intention. Admiral Cornifh contributed to al- 
leviate part of the difficulty, by offering to proceed with all the 
men of war which had arrived with him, and to land their marines, 
which were about 300; the Prefidency provided for the reft. All the 
artillery and ftores for the fiege, with the Chief Engineer, Mr. Call, 
and a few gunners, were to be fent in the fhips from Madrafs. Co- 
lonel Monfon, who was to command, was to embark from Alam- 
parvah, with the company of pioneers, which confifted of 50 choice 
Europeans, and with Captain Barker to direct the artillery. Captain 
Jofeph Smith, who was efcorting the Nabob from Tritchinopoly, 
was ordered to reinforce his detachment from this garrifon to the 
{trength of 1000 Sepoys, roo European firelocks, 40 artillery-men, 
and fix field-pieces; with this force, he was to march away from 
wherever he might be, with all expedition ; and either inveft or lay 
before Karical, as circumftances permitted, until the arrival of the 
fhips. Captain Richard Smith, appointed to command in Tnitchi- 
nopoly after the departure of Jofeph, was to fend from thence, 
through the country of Tanjore, Lafcars for the fervice of the artil- 
lery, 500 Coolies to pull and carry burthens, tents, doolies for the 
fick and wounded, and cattle fer provifions to the fquadron as well 
as the troops on fhore. The king of Tanjore was requefted to fend 
his troops, aud every kind of affiftance. 

The N abob, notwithftanding his eagernefs to appear -at the head 
of an army in the Carnatic ‘mene diate after the victory of Vandi- 


KARICAL, 


vath, was not ready to move from Tritchinopoly until the 18th of — 


March, 40 days after he had received intelligence of that fuccefs, 
and a month after the French had abandoned the pagodas of Sering- 
ham. Befides the detachment from the garrifon of Tritchinopoly, 
he was accompanied by 1000 horfe, 1000 Sepoys, and a greater 
number of various forts of good-for-nothing infantry, eatertamed by 
himfelf. They arrived at Volcondah on the zoth, from whence he 
was folicitous to proceed towards Arcot; but Captain Joie Smith, 
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in conformity to the orders of the prefidency, wifhed to lead him 
—— towards Pondicherry. ‘This difference of opinion kept them fome 
days at Volcondah, and as a reconciliation, by which fome fervice 
might be obtained from the Nabob’s troops, Captain Smith confented 
to march againft Thiagar, which would bring them nearer Arcot, 
without being removed farther from Pondicherry. But the prefi- 
dency, at the fame time that they fent orders to Captain Smith to 
march away with his detachment to Karical, enjoined the Na- 
bob to keep with his own troops in the country to the s. of 
Gingee, between Volcondah and Chillambarum, and to employ 
them in reducing thefe diftri€ts, and efpecially in preventing any 
{upplies of provifions from being conveyed out of them to Pondi- 
a cherry, from whence he would have nothing to fear, as the Englifh 
army would`be advanced and lying between. 

The number of manned Mafloolas at Madrafs, which are the only 
boats that can ply the furf, were not fufficient to carry off the 
ammunition and ftores intended for the fiege as faft as the men of 
war could have taken them in ; and during this delay, the Falmouth 
of 60 guns was fent forward to take in Major Monfon’s party at 
Alamparvah, whilft the other fhips were lading at Madrafs: and on 
the 15th Colonel Coote, continuing much difordered with his wound, 

3 came in from the camp to adjuft with the Prefidency the prize- 
money accruing to the army from their late fucceffes. 

_ The Falmouth, ftanding into the road of Alamparvah on the 16th 
in the morning, difcovered a fhip at anchor clofe in fhore, about 
two leagues to the northward of Pondicherry, and bore down to 
her with an eafy fail, under French colours; but the ftranger cut 
her cable, and ran afhore into the furf, which being boiiterous, 
fhe immediately bilged, and all but three of the crew got afhore. 
‘The boats of the Falmouth, finding it impoffible to get the fhip off, 
{i oher. She was the Harlem, which had been difpatchęd by 
in from Ganjam to Mergui in the month of June, and 
with rice and other provifions for Pondicherry, and 


ague and other merchandize on board, none of 
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which could be recovered; but the lofs of the provifions was by far 
the greateft detriment to the enemy. 

Major Moníon, with the pioneers and their equipments, embarked 
in the Falmouth from Alamparvah on the 25th; they anchored in 
the road of Karical at day-break on the 28th, when the Captain of 
the Falmouth, Mathifon, went in his boat with Major Monfon to 
reconnoitre the fhore. ‘They difcovered no figns, either of the peo- 
ple expected from Richard Smith at Tritchinopoly, or the detach- 
ment with Captain Jofeph ; whofe inftructions had not reached them 
in time to be as yet fulfilled. At eight o’clock, the fquadron, which 
had likewife failed from Madrafs on the 25th, appeared. Major 
Monfon went on board Mr. Cornifh’s fhip, and it was agreed, not- 
withftanding they were entirely ignorant of the place, and difap- 
pointed of the troops they expected to meet, to make the landing 
immediately. Fifteen maffoolas accompanied the {hips ; they took in 
170 of the troops, befides the Macoas, who are the black fellows that 
row them; thefe formed the firft divifion, and were towed to the 
furf by the yawls and pinnaces of the fhips, which, befides their 
rowers, took as many foldiers as they could carry, who formed the 
{fecond divifion : all thefe fteered for the fhore, five miles to the north 
of the fort. ‘The third divifion of the troops embarked in the long- 
boats, which were rigged with fails, and proceeded clofe to the furf, 
oppofte to the fort, and the mouth of a river which leads to it, 
where they were to appear as if intending to land by pufhing over 
the bar ofthe river, which was not impracticable. 

A {mall fnow and a floop, which drew little water, and mounted 
guns, anchored as clofe as they could oppofite to a village halfway 
between the real landing and the long-boats. As foon as the yawls 
and pinnaces reached the furf, they dropped their graplings, and caft 
off the mafioolas, which immediately rowed afhore, and landed the 
troops in them; then returned, and landed the fecond divifion out 
of the other boats, when a fignal was flung out, on which the 
long-beats ‘came down, failing faft with the wind and current, and 


the troops.in-them, were likewife landed all together by the mafloolas 3: 
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the whole without the appearance of avy oppofition intended by 

the garrifon. As foon as all were on fhore, they advanced to the 

village oppofite to which the two fimall veffels were at anchor, and 

received by catamarans two four-pounders, which belonged to the 
floop, and were mounted on fhip-carriages ; for the reliance on the 

field-pieces expected with Jofeph Smith had prevented any from be- 

ing embarked at Madrafs. They pafled the night in the village 

without alarm; and early in the morning moved on. to take poffef- 

fion of the pettah of Karical, which lay on. the north fide of the | 
fort. It was a fpacious town, feparated from the fort by an efpla- -i 
nade of 100 yards; regular works had been traced round the other: 
three fides, which on the weft had been raifed to four feet above the: 
ground, but the baftion.in the north-weft. angle was completed, and. 
converted into a clofed redoubt, which mounted nine guns, and had. 
a good ditch all round, and a draw-bridge ; it was called Fort Dau- 
phin :. the reft of the north line was open, as was the fide to the 
eaft. The troops advancing from: the north, without a guide. or. 
intelligence, fell under fire of Fort Dauphin, by which. two men. 
were killed, and two- wounded, before the whole line got under. 
fhelter of the buildings in the pettah.;. which.they, entered without. 
meeting any interruption in the ftreets. They took paft in the 
church-yard, which lay about 200 yards from the. eaft. fide of the 
pettah, and about the fame diftance from the line of houfes front- 
ing the fort. They found about them plenty of provifions, as well 
| -~ in the houfes of the natives, as of the French inhabitants. 

The fort of Karical ftands. 300: yards from the fea-fhore: a river 
coming from the weft {trikes when- oppofite to the weft fide of the. 
fort in a curve to the fouth, which continues until oppofite to the 
eaft fide at the diftance of 500 yards, when the channel turning 
again directly to the eaft, in a roo yards more difembogues into 
the fea. The fort was an oblong fquare, completely fortified, but 
had the greateft of defects, the want of {pace : for its internal area, , 
exclufive of the four baftions, was.no more than 100 yards from w.. 
to E. and only so from nN. tos.. The baftions admitted only three 
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4 guns in their faces, but each of the four curtains was covered by a ý 1760. 
ravelin much more fpacious than the baftions, and mounting fix. A ve 
wet ditch ran between the three curtains to the N. w. and s. and their 
ravelins ;. but on the eaft face the ditch furrounded the ravelin like-- 
wife, and dry ground occupied the {pace between the rear of this 
ravelin and the eaft curtain, continuing round the two baftions in 
an excellent fauflebray, from the interior angles of which the ravelin ` 
projected. A covered way well palifaded, anda complete glacis, fur- 
rounded the whole, neverthelefs the exterior extent, meafuring acrofs 
from the foot of the glacis, was in the longeft dire€tion, that from 
E. to w. not more than 200 yards; and the pettah outftretched this 
face 200 yards on either hand. The garrifon had lately deftroyed 
the line of buildings in the pettah, which fkirted the efplanade, . 
and had been fuftered to rife within 60 yards of the foot of the 
glacis; but this demolition added only a {pace of 40 yards to the - 
efplanade, and that not clear; for the rubbifh not being yet re-. 
moved {till afforded fome fhelter.. 

As foon as the Englith troops had taken poffeffion of the pettah, 
Mr. Call, with the pioneers, marched, and took pofleffion of a fa- - 
luting-battery, which lay near the mouth of the river, where was . 
likewife the flag-ftaff for the road. The fort fired fiercely as they 
were pafling, but did no harm; and in the night the pioneers be- 
gan to conftru&t a battery near the river on the efplanade, which. 
was clear quite up to where the river changes from the curve it has . 
m made, and ftrikes ftreight to the fea: they were not interrupted in 
their work ;, neither did the troops in the pettah receive any alarm. 
from the garriton. ‘The next evening a ten-inch mortar was landed, , 
and at ten at night began to bombard Fort Dauphin. The range 
was exactly gained-at the firft fhell, and only thirteen were fired. — 
before the guard, confifting of 50 men, abandoned it; and, know- 3 
ing ways of which the Engliih troops were not apprized, gained the 
fort without interruption. About the fame time twelve gunners - 

{fent from Pondichery, who had landed at Tranquebar, got into the: _ 
fort, notwithftanding a-company of marines were looking out for 
them, who kept too far from the fea-fhore, whilft the gunners tra; 


velled.i 


March, 
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velled along the beach until they came to the river, when they con- 
“—.— tinued under the bank unperceived by the pioneers employed in con- 
payer ftru€ting the battery. 

The cover afforded by the pettah determined the attack to be 
‘carried on againft the north face of the fort; and the greater extent 
_of the efplanade to the eaft, which is 500 yards (whereas to the 
-weft it is interrupted by the curve of the river at 300) gave the pre- 
ference of the enfilade from the eat, which of confequence deter- 
: mined the breach to be in the north-eaift baftion, and on its north 
face. Accordingly, three batteries were marked out in the pettah, 

¿one to breach, and one on each hand to take off the defences: in 
the battery to the eaft, two of the guns enfiladed the north line 
in its whole. length, and-the other two plunged into the oppofite 
-ravelin, and acrofs into the ravelin on the fouth : fo that every part 
-of the fort would be laid under fire. Sailors were landed with the 
-heavy.artillery from the fhips, and affifted in drawing them, and in 
the other fervices ufually allotted to bullocks and coolies ; for all the 
neighbouring villages were deferted, and fupplied neither man nor 
~beaft ; and no tidings arrived of the Captain Jofeph Smith’s detach- 
‘ment, nor of the affiftance expected from the garrifon of Tritchi- 
nopoly; and the king of Tanjore avoided all correfpondence with the 
armament. 

Captain Jofeph Smith received the orders of the prefidency on the 
25th, the day he was fetting out with the Nabob from Volcondah, 
againft Thiagar ; he immediately turned his march to Karical ; and 
the Nabob, unwilling to remain with only his own troops in the 
middle of the Carnatic, determined to march with the detachment. 
The neareft road leading from Volcondah towards Karical falls upon 

the - Coleroon, 30 miles N. N. w. of the city of Tanjore. Having 
fed the iver, which i is there {pacious, you continue to Comba- 
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d the paffage of carriages; and the way between Volcondah and 1760. 

rical being 120 miles, the march can {carcely be performed in Tae 

s than ten days; but Captain Smith had received his orders to 

vance only four days before the armament anchored at Karical, 

hofe ignorance of the impoffibility of his appearance aggravated 
‘aeir an> sty Concerning the arrival of the French fquadron, which 
intellige: ce, artfully inculcated from Pondicherry, led them to expect 
trom. day cto day when all the marines and failors muft have been 
reimbarked, and Major Monfon would have been left with only 
So Europeans, and without a field-piece. 

However, thefe apprehenfions only encreafed their activity in 
sufhing the attack. The ten-inck mortar, which had been employed 
again{t Fort Dauphin, was removed on the 3rft, and threw ‘hells 
ail night. The garrifon returned round and grape from their cannon, 
and even ufed their mufketry, although all they fired at was under 
cover, or out of reach : this early profufion of ammunition is rarely 
followed by vigorous defence at extremity. In the morning of the 
rft of April the two embrafures on the right of the enfilading bat- April. 
tery to the eaft were opened. The paflage into the covered way lay 
oppofite to this battery, leading through the glacis on the left face 
of its angle projecting to the eaft, and the garrifon had lain a row 
of wood and palmiras in front of the barrier gate, which clofed this 
paflage at the foot of the glacis, in order to con{truct a battery there 
with thefe materials. The ten-inch mortar fometimes threw carcaffes 
=; of fire-balls to fet them afire, but without effect ; and two royals, of 
which the fhells are 5 inches and 5 twelfths diameter, continually 
bombarded the fort. In the morning of the 2d, the other two 
embrafures were opened in the enfilading battery. At ten o'clock, 
arrived: Captain Richard Smith from Tritchinopoly with Lafcars, 
oxen, coolies, and ftores ; and the Nabob came up likewife with 1000 
horfe and fix companies of Sepoys, whom Captain Jofeph Smith had 
{ent forward, as the rains and the badnefs of the roads retarded the © 
carriages aia baggage of his detachment, with which he remained to 
bring “hen on. This reinforcement afforded troops fufficient to ji 
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1760. ‘Gnveft the fort all round. In this day the enemy’s fire was ex- 
-ceflive, and difmounted one of the guns at the enfilading battery, 

and endamaged all its embrafures ; but all were reftored during the 
night, and the fame number of guns began to fire again the next 
morning, which was the 3d of the month. At eight o’clock of 
this day, Captain Jofeph Smith came up with the reft of his detach- 
ment, which were 130 European mufketry, thirty artillery-men, two 
field-pieces, and five companies of Sepoys. ‘The enemy during-the 
night finifhed two embrafures in one face of their battery at the 
barrier, which pointed againit the enfilading battery ; and traces ap- 4 
peared of another face to the north, which feemed intended to fcowr 
the oppofite ftreet of the pettah, acrofs which the attack had thrown 
up a flight retrenchment. 

Early the next morning, the breaching battery in the centre 
{treet opened with three twenty-four pounders againft the n. face 
of the N.E. baftion, at the diftance of 1 o yards, and was fo well 
ferved by Captain Barker, who attended it, that in three rounds 
the enemy quitted the three guns in the face attacked, and in lefs 
than an hour all the merlons were beat down.; the other face had 
before been much {fhattered by the enfilading battery, which had | 
likewife nearly ruined the north face of the eaft ravelin: fo that 
neither of the batteries had occafion to fire more than a fhot now and 
then through the reft of the day. Sepoys were pofted in the ruins 
of the houfes, who kept up a conftant fire through the night on the 
baftion and ravelin, to prevent the enemy from placing fand-bags 
to repair them. By the next morning, which was the sth of the 
month, and the roth fince the landing, a battery, intended to deftroy 
the eaft face of the north ravelin, was almoft completed, and the 
other against: the n.w. baftion quite finifhed; but the guns for 
neither were yet landed from.the fhips. «Intelligence was received, 
that a detachment of 450 infantry, and 150 European horfe, were 

? arrived at Chillambarum from Pondicherry, intending to advance and 
interrupt the fiege. The breach, though broad, could not be mounted 
without clambering, and the immediate accefs to it was ftill de- 

fended by the ditch, to which the befiegers had not yet approached, | 
| and 
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and by the parapet of the faufle-bray, which remained unda imaged = 
but the gate of the barrier leading through the glacis to the eaft 
ravelin, had been beaten down by ricochet fhot flying over the bat- 
tery, which the enemy had raifed before it. T'he bafcul, or carpentry, 
which raifed and let down the draw-bridge before the N.E. face of 
the eaft ravelin, had likewife been fhot away, and the bridge fallen 
into its place, and the garrifon had not yet deftroyed it to interrupt 
the paflage, which thus remained clear to the ravelin. The gateway 
leading through the curtain into the fort was at the back of this 
ravelin: and the fame fire had deftroyed the gates which clofed it, 
nor had any thing been fubftituted to ftop the paffage ; fo that, if 
the ftorm had been immediately and defperately attempted this way, 
the enemy had nothing to oppofe it, but the arms in their hands. 
All thefe circumftances Major Monfon did not know ; but the com- 
mandant of the fort feared, and anfwered the f{ummons by requefting 
to march away with the honours of war: to which Monfon re- 
plied, that the whole garrifon muft become prifoners of war ; but 
that the inhabitants fhould be left in poflefion of their houfes in the 
pettah, the officers have their baggage, and the Sepoys might go. 
where they pleafed. The terms were accepted; and the Englifh: 
troops marched in at two in the afternoon. The garrifon confifted’ 
of r1r5 Europeans, of whom tor were military, 72 Topafies, and: 
250 Sepoys. Befides {maller arms and ftores, there were in the 
place 155 pieces of cannon of all forts, and nine mortars, with a 
large ftock of ammunition for both. Only five men. were killed in 


the defence, and in the attack only three Europeans, one of whom. 


was a failor, and five wounded. Never perhaps was. fo grêat an: 
armament prepared, to: fucceed with fo little lofs, excepting when: 
Delabourdonnais took Madrafs.in 1746. 

Neverthelefs, the capture was well worth the exertion : as- befides. 
the advantages. of its fituation with refpect to the fea, it afforded 
the French a conftant and certain inlet to the territories. of Tanjore,. 

and by various purchafes and ceflions from the government they 


had acquired diftri€ts round the fort, containing 3113. villages, of 


which the farms, with the cuftoms of the port rail town, never: 


Vor.. I. A se produced? 
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` S, produced lefs than 30,000 pagodas a year, fufficient for io expence 
—~— of the garrifon. As the fort was too fmall, all the European inha- 
April Ditants had their houfes in the pettah, which were well built, as 
were many of thofe belonging to the natives, and room was left and 
"marked for more to both. The Nabob derived no advantage by this 
fuccefs, beyond the detriment it occafioned to his enemies ; for a 
“member of the council of Madrafs had been fent in the fquadron, to 
negotiate with Tanjore for the redemption of the diftricts. 
The abfence of Colonel Coote and Major Monfon had left the 
“main army to the command of Major Robert Gordon, who moved 
4 with it from Alamparvah on the 28th of March, and on the 1ft of 
April encamped at Killenore, from whence he fent forward a detach- 
ment of obfervation, to take poft at Manoor, within five miles of 
` Valdore. The fweep of Country to the weftward of Killenore as 
` far as Villaporum, which lies zo miles due weft of Pondicherry, 
abounds in cattle, and is as fertile as any part of the Carnatic, and 
“remained at this time, as the French territory became every day 
more circum{feribed, their laft refource for provifions. All the coun- 
tries, which had been reduced to the fouth of Chittapett and Vandi- 
vath as far as Permacoil, had been let by the Prefidency of Madrafs 
` to a Malabar, named Ramalinga, who accompanied the army ready 
to rent more, and kept feveral companies of irregular Sepoys with 
him, to place as guards in new diftri€ts, as reduced. By his advice, 
“Major Gordon refolved to fend a detachment againft Villaporum. 
~The diftance was 35 miles, and the way lay between the garrifon 
of Gingee on one hand, and of Valdore on the other. The detach- 


Sepoys did not come up until two in the afternoon. ‘The 
be nce that could be obtained, reported, that there were 


ys and 400 horfe in the place; and at fix, as foon as the 


j 
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y re refrefhed, Wood led them to the attack, which could 
; : only 


versity Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


ii 


Book XII. VILLAPORUM: Forts NEAR TRINOMALY. 


only be made by fcrambling up the wall, as they had no ladders. 
Eight or ten got up to the parapet, but three or four mounting at 
the fame time were killed, which deterred thofe who were next from 
following, and flung the whole into confufion, on which the enemy 
fallied, but the horfe rode in between, and drove them back. The 
Sepoys rallied again in the pettah, and were preparing ladders to 
efcalade before day-break ; but at eight o'clock at night the garron 


abandoned the fort. Captain Wood placed three of the regular- 


companies of Sepoys, and 200 of the renters, to garrifon it, under 
the command of an Enfign ; and at ten at night fet out on his return 
with the cavalry and the other company of Sepoys. They arrived 
at one in the morning at Vicrivandi, where he left this company,, 
and, proceeding, rejoined the camp a little after fun-rife with the 

cavalry, which accomplifhed this march of 60 miles in 36 hours. 
Since the retreat of the French army, their countries to the weft- 
ward of Viilaporum and Gingee, and the forts intended to protect 
them, had, like this, been left to the defence of fuch troops as the 
renters chofe to levy and maintain; and in the end of March, 
Captain Airey, who commanded in Chittapett, and from thence over 
Trinomaly, fent a detachment of Sepoys to enable the garrifon there 
to take the field, which in a few days drove the guards out of 
Soolabgur, Tricalour, and Trivaneloor : thefe three forts had been. 
taken pofleflion of by Mahomed Iffoof and Kiftnarow of Thiagar, 
whilft they were ravaging the countries adjacent to them, during 
the fiege of Madrafs. Soolabgur is fituated on a hill 15 miles s.s. w.. 
and Tricolour on the plain 20 miles s.. of Trinomaly +. Trivelanoor 
ftands 10 miles s. £. of Tricaloor, and 20 s. w. of Villaporum. The 
French garrifon of Gingee on the one fide, and of Thiagar on, the 
other, were the neareft to protect thefe lefler forts.;, but both were 
too much alarmed for their own. fafety, to rifk any detachments. 
abroad: the one by the Nabob’s camp then at Volcondah, the other 
by the Enghfh army at Killenore. Kiftnarow, after the lofs of 
‘Thiagar in the preceding month of June, had remained with the 
Nabob at Tritchinopoly, and, after the victory, of Vandivath, obtained. 
his permiflion to a& as a free-booter in the French diftriéts, and, 
MAP having, 
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E- having plunder to offer, eafily enlifted a number of horfe, with 
=S which he accompanied the Nabob to Volcondah, and from thence 
Apak trooped away to the country about Chilambarum,, where they were 


; carrying on all kind of ravage, at the time that Captain Wood 
3 marched and took-Villaperum. 

Colonel Coote recovered of his wound, rejoined the army at Kille- 
nore on the 7th; and the next day, after reconnoitring Valdore, fent 
off 350 of the black horfe, to join Kiftnarow in the country about Chi- 
Jambarum; fo that a chain of troops, or pofts, was now eftablithed, 
which encircled Pondicherry in a {weep of 70 miles, from that place 
to Allamparvah. On the roth, a large number of Sepoys were {feen 
marching into Valdore from the Gingee road: they were what remain- 
ed of the body commanded by Zulphacarjung, who, when driven out 
of the pettah of Arcot by captain Wood, continued, until this fort 
was taken, at the back of Velore, encouraged for fear of accidents by 
Mortizally. From Velore he marched to Gingee; and Mr. Lally, 
yielding to the reprefentation of Mr. Deleyrit, and the general dif- 
couragement, reprefled his prejudices again{ft thefe troops, and re- 
called them to a& again with the European force. Zulpharcarjung 
left a part of his Sepoys to reinforce Valdore, and marched on with 
the reft into Pondicherry. 

The next day Colonel Coote advanced the army to Manoor, and 
fent forward Major Robert Gordon, with a large detachment, to 
take pofleffion of the pettah under the fort of Valdore; the day 

after, which was the 12th, he brought up the reft of the army, and = 
encamped at Cartaricopum, a village about a mile to the eaft, nearer 
Pondicherry. In the night, two batteries were commenced, and 
fhells thrown, which the garrifon anfwered by fhot, and both were 
employed without mifchief. The next day all the cavalry, not on 
duty, were detached, under the command of a Lieutenant, to re- | 
mnoitre: and proceeded to the hither end of the Red-hill. The 
ench cavalry with fome platoons of infantry advanced towards 
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turned to camp. They had per ceived ‘at, a diftance a large cloud of. , 


duft, as of troops with cannon, advaniginig from Pondicherry. 

The fort of Valdore ftands nine’ ff vies N. N. w. of Ponucherry. 
Its form is an exact parallelogram, fquaring with the compats; and 
extending 3 300 yards from E. to w.‘and210-from nN. tos. It is Stu- 
ated in a plain, and its original fortifications, like the generality of 
the forts inthe country, were a rampart with towers, a fauffe-bray, 
and a ditch. Mr. Dupleix, had raifed a glacis on the north-fide, 
and had converted the center tower On this fide, and that'in the s. w. 
angle, into baftions with faces and flanks; but the pettah, which 
is to the weft, ‘remained-within 150 yards of the wall: fo that the 


vicinity of Pondicherry was its beft defence. In the morning of the - 


4th, one of the batteries opened; it fronted and battered the tower 
in the north-weft angle with one gun, and with the other took off 
the defences of the next tower in the weft wall. 

The duft feen the day before was from a body of troops marching 
to encamp under Villenore. The intelligence of the prefent day faid 
they were the whole army, and that Mr. Lally intended to attack 
the Englith camp by furprize in the enfuing night, which deter- 
mined Colonel Coote to reconnoitre them himtelf when the fun 
abated in the afternoon. All the cavalry in two divifions, each ac- 
companied by five companies of Sepoys, marched with him. When 
arrived at the Red-hill, oppofite to Villenore, he proceeded along 
the foot of it with one of the divifions, and fent the other acrofs 
the plain, to examine the enemy’s out-pofts on that fide, whilft his 
own divifion came oppofite to a body of Europeans, with two feld- 
pieces drawn up in the high road neareft the hill, leading to the 
bound-hedge. They cannonaded, but at too great a diftance ; and 
Colonel Coote continued under the fide of the hill until dark, in 
order to perfuade the enemy that he intended to patrole the field all 
night ; but returned foon after to the camp. Five or fix Sepoys 
and a horfe were killed in this fervice. In the fiege, one of the guns 
in the battery was ruined by the fire of the fort. Shells continued 
through the night, and the next morning, which was the rsth, the 


other 
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other battery was completed and opened. It faced the tower in the 
s. wW. angle, and the fire from both continued through the day as 
hotas it could be fafely kept up. “The whole of the French troops 
had affembled at Villenore during the night, and pufhed on ad- 
vanced pofts, which, in the morning, began to fkirmifh with thofe 
of the camp; where all, excepting the men at the batteries, were 
kept in readinefs to turn out the line, but the enemy’s main body 
did not advance. Intelligence was repeated of their intentions to 
attack the camp this night, as the night before: on which Colonel 
Coote ftruck all the tents at funfet, as if he meant to change his 
€ ground, but pitched them again in the fame place after dark; but 
‘half the troops lay on their arms until day-light. The Roitz. con- 
tinued through the night, and in the morning the batteries, which 
had been aatan impaired, renewed their fire as violently as the day 
before. The fkirmifhes likewife recommenced between the out- 
guards of both armies. At two in the afternoon, both breaches ap- 
peared practicable ; anda deferter, who at this hour efcaped from the 
fort, reported, that the garrifon had nearly expended all their ara- 
munition, and were inclined, if not immediately relieved, to fur- 
render ; on which Colonel Coote ordered Major Gordon, who com- 
manded the attack, to fummons the commandant at four o’clock, at 
which hour he fhould proceed himfelf with the main body from the 
camp, and offer battle to the enemy’s ; which if they avoided, and 
the garrifon refufed to furrender, Major Gordon was to oe the 
SEAS) and Colonel Coote would fend affiftance; but, if the 
enemy's army came to an engagement, Gordon was to Aich from 
the batteries with his divifion, and form the third line in the order 
of battle. Accordingly the main body advanced a mile and a half 
from the camp, and halted in fight of the enemy, who only fent 
forward their European cavalry and fome Sepoys, which were met by 
par ties of the Englith cavalry, European and black, fupported likewife 
by Sep „ and fome were wounded on both fides by fire-arms, but no 
e and to hand. At fix o “clock, Colonel Coote Ted 
e a ifon of Valdore had aed to furrender without 
ext morning, and had given up the outer gate, on which 


he 
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he returned with the line to the camp. The garrifori confifted of a 1760. 
captain, a lieutenant, 80 other Europeans, and 280 Sepoys : they Sn 
had loft only two men killed, and three wounded ; and the Englith i 
not more. There were in the fort 25 pieces of cannon, and fome 
paddy. Colonel Coote, as foon as he had taken poffeffion, detached 
200 of the black horfe, with 300 Sepoys, under the command of 
Affafbeg, to take Trivadi, in which were fome Sepoys ‘that pro- 
tected the diftri&, and gathered the produce for the French govern- 
ment. 

Of the French prifoners which had been taken in the late fucceffes, 
the Prefidency of Madrafs had inlifted 60 of thofe confined there, 
and fent them to the camp. Thefe men, as foon as they came 
before Valdore, fo near their own army and their capital, deferted 
daily, and 40 of them were gone before the place was reduced =~ 
fome of the company of French Volunteers likewife went off, al- 
though they had hitherto behaved with as much {pirit as if fighting 
under, inftead of againft, their own colours. But as foon as V aidoie 
fell, new deferters began to come over from the enemy, three, four, 
and five in a day : neverthelefs all that remained of thofe fent from 
Madrafs were returned thither to be confined again, for the perfidy 
of their comrades. 

On the r9th, Colonel, Coote went out again in the afternoon, 
with the cavalry, and fix companies of Sepoys, to reconnoiire on 
the Red-hill; the French cavalry, fupported likewife by fome Se-. 
poys, came out, and advanced along the neareft avenue, but only 
‘the Sepoys on either fide engaged, and that with diftant firing, until 
four field-pieces came up from Villenore, on which Colonel Coote 
returned to the camp. Two of his black horfemen were killed, and 
the horfe of atrooper, with five Sepoys, wounded. ‘ 

During thefe operations of the main army, Colonel Monfon was 
advancing with his divifion from Karical. The French prifoners 
taken there were fent to Tritchinopoly, under the efcort of two 
companies of Sepoys, and of 60 of the Europeans, who had been 
drawn from that garrifon on this fervice; two other of thefe com- 
panies, and two lent by the Nabob, with 12 Europeans, were left 

in 
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in Karical. Captain Jofeph Smith, with the reft of his command 
from Tritchinopoly, of which 30 were artillery men, remained, as 
did half the marines from the {quadron; the other half, with alt 
‘the battering artillery, were re- -embarked. The Nabob. with his. 
troops, likewife accompanied Major Monfon. They moved on the 

- roth of April, and continued by the road along the fea-fhore, until 
they came to the mouths of the Coleroon near Devicotah, when. they 
{truck to the weft, and paffed the river in its fingle channel, oppo- 
fite to the pagoda of Chilambarum. At the paflage, they were 
joined by Kiftnarow, with his party of horfe, who. a few days. be- 
fore had intercepted two companies of Sepoys, efcorting three tum- 

“brils of ammunition to Chilambarum, which he took, having killed 
‘and’ difperfed all the Sepoys, and gathered up their arms. Major 
‘Monfon fummoned this place on the roth; and on refufal, two 
-eighteen- pounders were difembarked from the {quadron, h was 
sat anchor off the bar of Devicotah. ‘They were brought on cata- 
«marans up the Coleroon, and joined the camp the next day. The 
flender walls of the pagoda would not:have refifted a fingle fhot, 
‘and, although the French had projected redoubts at the four angles, 
and one in the middle of the north, and another of the fouth wall; 
thefe works had only been carried up a little way in earth, and 
could only ferve for cannon fired in barbette; {caffoldings had been 
erected for mufketry, and there was a gun in each of the towers at 
“the angles: In the twilight of the evening, the-garrifon perceived 

‘the artillery-men of the camp bringing fafcines to the {pot where 

-the battery was intended, and KEN the fafeines for fcaling-lad- 

ders; on which the officers held a confultation, which did not re- 

-folve until midnight; when the camp, to their great furprize, faw 

a number of torches held out together upon the wall, and difcovered 

mongtt - ‘them a white flag, which the torches were illuminating. 

e fignal of furrender was accepted; fome troops advanced to the 

e, and were admitted on the promife of good treatment to the 

1; which confifted of eight officers, and 40 other Europeans. 
the marines were fent to Devicotah, to be re-embarked 

and Kiftnarow, with his horfe, was. detached to: 

| deftroy 
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deftroy the French diftrits about Cuddalore. This way tay the 
neareft road to Valdore; but Major Monfon, imagining that Mr. 
Lally might poft a force at Cuddalore to interrupt the march of his 
own, which was not ftrong in Europeans, if they fhould take this 
route; and, being unwilling to expofe the perfon of the Nabob to 
any danger, refolved to turn inland, and attack Verdachelum ; from 
whence he might proceed to Valdore, keeping the main body of the 
army between his own divifion and Pondicherry. 

The enemy kept only Sepoys in their ftation at Trivadi, who 


abandoned it on the approach of Affafbeg’s detachment, although’ 


they came without cannon. Encouraged by this eafy fuccefs, Aflafbeg 
proceeded towards Cuddalore, where the fame panic had prevailed, 
and no troops remained to oppofe his entrance; but the town was 
not entirely deferted by the inhabitants. This ftation was of 
much utility, as the road was in fight, and at this feafon to wind- 
ward of Pondicherry: two companies of Sepoys were pofted in 


the town; the houfes of the factory were prepared to ferve as an hof- - 


pital to the {quadron ; bullocks were fent off to fupply the fhips with 
freh provifions ; and the few boatmen remaining in the town re- 
ceived encouragement to collect more of their own craft from dif- 
ferent parts of the coaft. On the 25th Rear-admiral Cornifh an- 
chored in the road, with the fix men of war from Karical, and on 
the 29th was joined by Admiral Stevens, with four more from Bom- 
bay : they were part of the nine, which compofed Mr. Pococke’s 
{quadron in the preceding year, two of which were arrived before 
with Mr. Cornifh. Of the three others, the Salifbury was not com- 
pletely repaired, and the Cumberland had not entered the dock 
-when Mr. Stevens failed; the Yarmouth remained, in confe- 


quence of orders from the admiralty, to convey Mr. Pococke to 


England, from whence he had been abfent five years. All the pre- 
fidencies followed him with the moft grateful acknowledgements of 
the eminent fervices he had rendered the nation during his conti- 
nuance and command in the feas of India, which he completed, by 
efcorting fafely from St. Helena, in the heat of the war, 13 fail of the 
company’s fhips returning from their fettlements, which arrived in 
Weis Jl 4 M England 
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England i in the O&ober following, and were the richeft fleet that 
he evér entered the Thames at one time. 
= The two armies had continued in their ref{pective encampments, 
their advanced guards in full fight, and continually alarming one 
another; and on the 27th at day-break, the French cavalry, with 
«ço of their infantry, attacked a poft of Sepoys and black horfe, 
killed fix or feven of each, and wounded more; and loft cremieltas 
two huffars killed, and their officer, with feveral wounded. 

Nothing of confequence pafled for feveral days after, and in the 
night between the firft and fecond of May, the whole French army 
decamped from Perimbé, and retreated clofe to the bound-hedge, 
leaving only an advanced poft with two guns about half a mile in 
front of the main body. Colonel Coote went in the afternoon, 
with his ufual efcorte of horfe and Sepoys, to reconnoitre their po- 
fition, and, advancing too near, feveral of his Sepoys were killed by 
the fire of the cannon from the advanced poft. 

Major Monfon with his divifion, and the Nabob with his 
troops, arrived before Verdachelum on the 26th. ‘This place ftands 
60 miles N. N..w. of Chillambrum, and 6o s. w. from Valdore. It 
' is extenfive, and was originally a pagoda, and although converted 

into a fort by the addition of towers at the angles, and projected 
mafles of mafonry in each of the fides as gateways, ftill continued 
of very feeble defence againft cannon. It feemed therefore only 
to acquit his military honour, that the commanding officer refufed 
to furrender on the firft fummons; for the next day, on the ap- 
pearance of the two eighteen-pounders in battery, he of his own ac- 
cord threw out the white flag, and furrendered at difcretion. His 
garrifon were, befides himfelf and another officer, 13 Europeans, and 
150 Sepoys. This place as well as Chillambrum was delivered over 
: E Nabb, who gave them in charge of his own Sepoys, and put 
a garrifons under the command of Kiftnarow. He was here 
Sb otber; Maphuze Khan, who when leaft expected, 
taver in the beginning of January, and joined Ma- 
velly ; from whence he was fent, with an ef- 
ra Athe principal town of the polygar Tondiman, 
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where he remained, ftill full of fufpicions of the evil‘intentions of 
the Nabob, until encouraged to truft him by repeated: aflurances 
from the Prefidency, that no harm fhould befall him. He arrived with 
very few attendants, and had not money to entertain more. From 
Verdachelum, the troops continued their route by Villaporum and Vi- 
cravandi, and arrived at Valdore on the 3d of May. ‘The Nabob re- 
mained in the camp until the roth, much delighted with the army 
and commanders, who had reftored him to fo great a part of his 
dominions. He then proceeded to Madrafs, in order to regulate 
with the Prefidency the modes of adminiftration in the countries 
which had been recovered. ; 
The French, when they abandoned Cuddalore, demolifhed the 
parapets of the baftions, took down: the three gates, and made fe- 
veral breaches in the rampart, and the whole face of the town front- 
ing the fea never had a wall. Several informations had been lately 
received, that Mr. Lally intended to retake Cuddalore, of which 
Colonel Coote advifed the officers there, and warned them to keep 
{pecial guard. On the roth at night, roo Europeans, with» 60 
huffars and three companies of Sepoys, entered the town, furprized 
and difperfed the Sepoys, and advanced to the hofpital, where they 
took five furgeons, fix petty officers, and 58 failors and marines be- 
longing to the fquadron, moftly fick, whom they carried away, and 
left none of their own men to maintain the place. ‘Fhe next day, 
a reinforcement of two companies of Sepoys, with 20 of the Bu- 
ropean horfe, and a field-picce, under the command of Lieutenant 
Fitzgerald, were fent into the town from the camp, and 60 marines 
were landed from the fquadron. At four in the enfuing morn- 
ing, whilft it was yet dark, a ftronger party than the night before 
entered the town again, and took the field-piece; but, finding more 
refiftance than they expected, retreated over the rivers towards Fort 
St. David, of which the fortifications had been fo completely de- 
molifhed, that a fingle redoubt was not left to give poft to a 
company of infantry. . Lieutenant Fitzgerald, with the huffars and 
{ome Sepoys, for all would not move, and none of the marines, fol- 
lowed, and hung in their rear, until they had recrofled the Panar 
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Tue WAR OF CoROMANDEL. Book XII. 
4 beyond Fort St. David; where the enemy abandoned the field- 
piece they had taken. It was faid, that the commander was killed, 
three other officers wounded, and 32 of the common foldiers 
killed and wounded. Of the Englifh troops a Jemidar with 20 Se- 
poys.were wounded, and a Subadhar was killed. From this ear- 
neftnefs, other attempts were expected, and diligence was ufed to 
render the place more defenfible, and the Sepoys were augmented to 
700. On the 20th, information was received, that the enemy in- 
tended another attack, with a much greater force than the laft: on 
which, Colonel Coote detached an officer, with 30 Europeans, and 
300 black horfe, to interrupt their parties, or fuccour the place. 
The officer went with the Europeans into the town, and {tationed 
the horfe at a diftance without; between one and two in the morn- 
ing, the expected attack was made by 700 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, 
150 of the French horfe, which were half this body : and they had four 
field-pieces. They divided into five different affaults ; all entered the 
town, but were {topped at the traverfes which had been thrown up 
in the ftreets leading to the hofpital, which refifted the direc fire 
of their field-pieces, and commanded their mufketry. They how- 
ever perfifted, until two of their officers were killed, and 60 private 
men killed and wounded. The Englith officer followed them, with 
the black horfe and fome Sepoys, to the Panar: but their cavalry 
and field-pieces keeping in order in the rear, deterred any effectual at- 
tempt to interrupt their retreat. 

On the 23d, the Salifbury joined the fquadron from Bombay, and 
brought from thence to the affiftance of the army three companies 
of the royal artillery, which the King had fent for the defence of 
that ifland, andthe government there,. very judicioufly, to the coat, 


where they were more immediately wanted. ‘They were 1 78 men, . 


exclufive of officers, all found, and joined the army a few days 
after from Cuddalore, where they landed. After the retreat. of 
the French troops to the bound-hedge, the two camps were at 
‘too great a diftance to afford fuch continual occafions of f{kirmith 


; as before. ; I 
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The fucceffes of the Englifh army, had not a little conduced to’ 
encreafe the diffentions which had long rent the government of 
Pondicherry, where calamity, inftead of reconciling, only exafperated 
the animofities.of thofe who were fharing the fame diftreffes. The 
lofs.of Permacoil was imputed to-the retreat of the army, which was 
on march to relieve it; but they were only faulty in not having ad-. 
vanced with more expedition; and in either cafe Mr. Lally, net. 
being prefent, was.exempt from blame: which neverthelefs was: 
urged, becaufe the officer who commanded in his abfence was of 


his own regiment, and fuppofed. to be much in his favour. The’ 


fall.of Alamparvah was afcribed-to the lofs of Permacoil, and Valdore 
to malignant treachery, that Pondicherry: might be deprived of the: 
laft poft.which remained to prote& any convoys which might at- 
tempt to get into the town. Mr. Lally was informed of what-every 
one thought and faid concerning himfelf;. and retaliated with far-- 
cafims on their forenefs for the lofs of their own peculations out of the- 
diftri€ts which-he had been obliged to-abandon. In this ftate of vi~ 
rulence were minds, when the fquadron with Mr. Cornifh . was - 
working up the coaft to Karical. There were in the town of Pon- 
dicherry, 600, Europeans, invalids,. fit only. for garrifon duty: and: 
the inhabitants were 500, more Europeans.. Thefe, -added to the 
regular troops, would contribute to make a formidable difplay, which . 
Mr. Lally intended to. exhibit on-the ftrand to the view. of the 
{quadron, as.they. were pafling through the road: orders were given 
in .confequence. . The covenanted- fervants of the French company 
were to -be a. part ofthe parade; but a little before, .at the hour ap: 
pointed, they came into the court. of the. government-houfe, and - 
fent up word to'Mi. Lally, that:they would..not march unlefs led 
by the Governor and Council; whom Mr. Lally had exempted from 
this duty.. Mr. Deleyrit,: the governor, immediately offered to put 
himfelf at their head; but the counfellors coming in, faid; that none 
of the Company’s fervants were obliged to bear armsout of the walls 
of the town.. On this declaration,. Mr. Lally. arrefted the two 
{pokefmen of the Council, and two of, the forwardeft of the repug; 
nants, difarmed and difmiffed the reft, and went on with the review - 


a 
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without them. ‘The offence and punifhment left no bounds to the 
‘mutual averfion between him and the company’s fervants. Whitt 
- the Englifh army were attacking Valdore, two {hips arrived from 
the iflands; they brought neither troops nor money, but unfavou- 
rable advices, which were with much caution fuppreffed, and pub- 
lifhed as good news w ith falute of cannon, fireworks, and rejoicings, 
éc That Mr. D’Aché’s {quadron, reinforced from France to 25 fail 
“ of the line, might be foon expected on the coaft, with a large body 
< of land forces on board.” After the fall of Valdore, a few en- 
fk  clofures under the guns at Villanore and Ariancopang, with the 
ground within the bound-hedge, and the town of Pondicherry it- 
felf, contained all the live provifions, on which the colony was to 
rely for their future fuftenance, and all further means were precluded 
of bringing in grain or other articles of ftore from the country 
without ; for although Gingee and T’hiagar remained in the hands 
of the French, their fituation was diftant, and their garrifons not 
ftrong enough to furnith fufficient efcorts, and no parties equal to the 
fame purpofe could be detached from the main body, without incurrin g 
the rifque of interception. When the farm of the diftriéts adja- 
i cent to Pondicherry was taken from the European renters STIN 
a let to the Malabar, after the defeat at Vandivafh, there was a fuf- 
He ‘ficient quantity of grain on the ground in reach BF Pondicherry, to 
have ftocked the place, as fome fay, for years; but money was then 
more {carce than victuals, and the new farmer was per mitted to fell 
his grain, that he might be enabled to pay his rent in coin into the 
treafury, inftead of delivering grain, as acquittal, into the maga- 
zines. As foon as Permacoil and Alamparvah fell, and the Enolith 
an aineina between Gingee and Pondicherry, Mr. Lally faw this 
error, and that it was not retrievable, but by means which he had hi- 
as with too much prefumption, defpifed. 
H; A the general of the Myforeans, had at this time aca 
ae ae eet ne pee ment He had lately taken 
the hands of his uncle, the Dalaway, whom we 


ling g Boa. Myfore troops before ‘Tritchino- 
poly. 
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poly. The Dalaway had agreed to retire to the fort of My- 
fore with a jaghire allowed for his maintenance and fecurity, and 
Hyder Ally was left without controul ; for the King was young, weak, 
and timid. Not unmindful, however, of a reverfe of fortune, Hy- 
der Ally caft about to get fome place of refuge immediately for his 
treafures, and contingently for his own perfon ; and judicioufly pre- 
ferred Thiagar in the Carnatic, as well for ‘the difficulty of accefs 


to.it from Myfore, as the inexpugnable nature of its fortifications. 
A Portuguefe monk, named Norognha, , who aflumed, and perhaps 


had obtained, the title of Bifhop of Halicarnaflus, had, by refidence 


under the pretext of religious miffion, acquired much knowledge of- 


the adjacent countries, as well as of the Carnatic itfelf, and Mr- 


Lally, immediately on his arrival at Pondicherry, gave him his con- 


fidence, and employed him in all his tranfactions with the chiefs of 
the country. The bifhop performed his commiftions with zeal; for 
he was greedy of money, and it is a.common cuftom in India to 
give fome to the negotiator of a treaty. It was he who bargained 
for the Morattoes who joined the French army at Arcot; after 
which he continued in Velore, watching other opportunities, and 
either fuggefted to Hyder Ally, or difcovered his inclinations to 
obtain Thiagar. Mr. Lally feeing no other means. of procuring 
relief to. the neceflities which began to threaten Pondicherry, 
reprefled the contempt with which he had hitherto regarded 
the military faculties of the princes in India, and fent two of his 
officers to conclude the treaty with Hyder Ally. It was agreed, 
« that Hyder fhould immediately fend a body of 2000 horfe, and 
<¢ 2000 Sepoys. with artillery, who, on their arrival at Thiagar, 
«< were to be put in pofleffion of that fort, and of Elvanafore, with 
the dependencies of both, which were to remain the property of 
the Myforeans in perpetuity as long as the flag of France exilted in 
India. ‘This army _was to be paid at the rate of 190,000 rupees a 
« month, from the day of their arrival at Thiagar. Ten. eighteen 
<¢ pounders were to be given as a prefent to Hyder, exclufive of the 
« artillery in the two forts, which, as well as all the military {tores,, 
s< was to be delivered with them. His troops were to be furnifhed 
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« with ammunition, whilft ferving for the French ; who, after the 
Carnatic fhould be cleared, were to affift him in conquering the 
«< fouthern countries of Madura and Tinivelly.  Befides the number 
«< already ftipulated, Hyder Ally engaged to fupply rooo horfe and 
t€ zooo Sepoys more: in confideration of which, half the countries 
“¢ which fhould be recovered in the Carnatic, were to be affigned to 
«c his government, excepting the French company’s domains of 
x< Villenore, Valdore, Bahoor, amd Alamparvah: the territory of 
«t Vellore, as belonging to Mortizally, their ally, and the diftri@s de- 
« pendant on Trinomalee, having been granted in appanage to Rajah- 
«< faheb, the fon of Chundafaheb, were likewife exempted; and 
<c whatfoever portion of the Carnatic fhould fall to the Mytforeans, 
*¢ was to be delivered back to the French, in proportion to the pro- 
s prefs of the acquifitions in the feuthern countries.” 

The negotiation was conducted with fo much fecrecy, that no 


-furmifes of it were obtained by the Englifh until the 24th of May, 


jaft as their late fucceffes feemed to have left nothing on the land, 
which could interrupt the profecution of their intention to 
blockade Pondicherry; for which, preparations were making at 
Madrafs, when Colonel Coote received intelligence of this un- 
expected alliance by a letter from one of his correfpondents in 
Pondicherry, fignifying, that Mr. Lally was preparing a con- 
fiderable detachment, to mareh and join Hyder Ally at Thiagar. 
Hyder it was known was not there, nor was there any probability, 
that his other interefts would permit him to leave Seringapatam : 
nor were any difpofitions obferved in the enemy’s encampment, 
‘which fignified fuch a detachment as was faid to be going. On the 
30th, Colonel Coste went out to reconnoitre them himfelf, ac- 
companied as ufual by the black horfe and Sepoys. The enemy can- 
nonaded hotly, and killed fome of the horfemen ; but Aftafbeg, with 
‘two or three {quadrous, broke in upon their Sepoys, and killed 14 
of them. Nothing appeared for feveral days after to confirm the 
antelligence ; and Colonel ‘Coote began to regard it as a rumour 
thrown. out by Mr. Lally himfelf, to conceal fome other defien, 


avhen, on the 7th of June, he received a confirmation of it from 
Kift- 
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Kiftnarow, who had been ordered to look out, and had advanced 
with his party to Volcondah. 

The firft divifion of the Myfore troops, confifting of 1000 horfe, 
and 2000 Sepoys, arrived at Thiagar on the 4th of June, and the 
next day fome of their parties, roaming to collect cattle, fkirmifhed 
with Kiftnarow’s neat the pettah of Volcondah. ‘The reft of the di- 
vifion, ftill remaining at Thiagar were 30 miles nearer Pondicherry; 
and Kiftnarow believing the exaggerated accounts of their numbers, 
and being in want of ammunition, hurried back to proteé& the dif- 
tricts of Verdachelum, which had been entrufted, not without pro- 
fit, to his care; from hence he fent his report and his fears to Co- 
lonel Coote, with earneft requeft of reinforcements; and then, he 
faid, he would march, and beat the Myforeans. 

A month before the rumours of thefe troops, the forces which 
the Myfore government maintained in Dindigul had commenced 
hoftilities againft the adjacent polygars depending on ‘Tritchi- 
nopoly ; and it was reported that they intended to get poffeffion 
of the pafs of Nattam, which would preclude the immediate com- 
munication between Tritchinopoly and Madura. But as the My- 
foreans in thefe quarters had feveral times before attacked the pof- 
feffions of the Nabob, their prefent hoftilities had not led to any 
fufpicions of the greater effort which Hyder Ally was preparing 
againft the Carnatic; nor were they deemed of danger to require im- 
mediate refiftance from this province: but Mahomed Iffoof fent a 
detachment from Tinivelly to Madura, from whence they were to take 
the field and enter the diftritts of Dindigul; and the troops main- 


tained by the Nabob for the proteftion of the diftri@ts of Tritchi- 


nopoly, aflembled at the pafs of Nattam, under the command of 
Huffain Cawn, who had ferved with the French at Terriore and 
Seringham until they retreated out of thefe countries, when he 
offered his fervice to the Nabob, and was accepted. 

The heats of the feafon, fince the land-winds had fet in in A 
had this year been much more intenfe than ufual; and had ftruck 


ficknefs through the camp. Sixty Europeans had died, and 300 


were in the hofpital, and to preferve the reft from the Pon the day- 


duty of the line was done by the Sepoys. 
Vor. II. 4 N 


From the fame attention 
fifty 
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fifty of the late deferters had been incorporated, and called the Free 


ae Company, under the command of two French officers, brothers, 
dye of the name of Maitin: like the French volunteers, they were 
intended for the fervices of moft fatigue and danger, and were 
now employed, for the firft time. They marched on the roth, 


accompanied by 25 Coffrees, two companies of Sepoys, 1000 black 
horfe, and an iron gun with five European gunners, to join Kift- 
narow at Villaporum; as it was fuppofed the Myforeans would 
attempt to pafs either by this place, or Trivadi. 
Although no regular detachments had marched from Pondi- N 
cherry, {mall parties to the amount of 200 Europeans had pafled 
at different times undifcovered to Gingee, and from thence 
proceeded to Thiagar, before the firft divifion of Myforeans 
arrived there; but remained in order to accompany the main 
body to Pondicherry. Preparing for this important convoy and 
reinforcement, the garrifons both of Thiagar and Gingee had 
colle&ed all the cattle, which the inhabitants had not driven out 
of their reach: but the Myfore horfe in three days {wept a 
much greater number; but refufed to proceed with them, until 
fully apprized what interruption they were likely to meet in the 
way ; and the French officers were afraid to tell them that they only 
ran the rifque of mere by this delay. 
_ The Martins arrived at Villaporum on the r1th, and heard no- 
thing of Kiftnarow’; and the commandant of Gingee, thinking he 
could cope with their detachment, marched from his forts with 100 3 
Europeans, fome Sepoys and black horfe. The Martins, as well as p 
the deferters they commanded, behaved with much fpirit in their j 
` new caufe, and repulfed their countrymen, who aéted but faintly. 
Some of the French Sepoys were killed, and two Europeans, a To- 
p paze, and a Coffree, were made prifoners. 
ik. _ Notwithftanding this fuccefs and repeated injunétions Kiftnarow 
et {till kept aloof; and, as it was fuppofed that the Myforeans already 
ia, F's "arrived were the whole body, and would advance, accompanied 
= by the Europeans from Thiagar, to which force that with the 
= Martins although ftrong, would in no wife have been equal, another 
. ; detach- ; 


as 
ed 
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detachment ftill ftronger was fent from the camp: both when 
joined would amount to 190 European infantry, 30 European horfe,: 
25 Coffrees, 600 Sepoys, and 1600 black horfe; and were to be 
commanded by major More, the fame who marched in January to 
Tripetty, and had lately been promoted from the rank of captain. 
More Myforeans arriving, they called in their parties, and: 
being joined’ by 40 or 50 of the French troops from Thiagar, 
appeared before Tricalore on the roth; but, the Frenchmen 
having brought only two or three fmall field=pieces, and the 
fort being of ftone, the Sepoys within, who were three good com- 
panies left there by Captain Airey, refufed to furrender; and 
by the fire of their mufketry from the walls obliged the enemy to 
retire ; who then went againft Tritchimungalum, a fort five miles to 
the eaft, where the garrifon, which was likewife of Sepoys, took 
fright, and evacuated it on their approach. From this place all 
the Myfore cavalry, now 1500, fet off for Pondicherry, driving a’ 
multitude of cattle, but unaccompanied by any troops on foot, even 
their own, that, ıt interrupted, the horfe might be free to force their 
way, or retire. The rule of thefe countries had fo often been fhifted 
to and fro by the fortune of war, and they had fuffered fo much, 
as well from the ravages of hoftility, as the concuffions of unfettled 
government, that they regarded both the Englith and French at 
leaft as tyrants, when not enémies; and, at this time, the renters — 
and heads of villages, not knowing how foon they might have new __ 
may Bare no atfiftance to Mee More’ s detachment, 2 dite 


Villaporum towards Tricalore, Saat they expected fapp id 
Doped to intercept the Ant ae in their rout 5 seas P pee | Pens, : 


to his E: „encampment at Perimbe, in 
and then detached 50 of his European 
Myforeans on the road. Colonel Coote recava 1 gui 
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bers, and immediately fent out all the cavalry: remaining in the 
camp, which were 1000 black, and 80 European horfe: they were 
led by Vaflerot, but whilft’ Proceeds ftreight towards Trivadi, the 
Myforeans filed off from thence along the Panar, until they reached. 
the bounds of Fort St. David, and then crofling the plain, and keep- 
ing about a mile from the fon came in towards the evening at 
Ariancopang, three miles in the rear of the French camp at Perimbé. 
They fet out from Trivadi, with 2000 head of cattle, which re- 
tarding their march, they left in different herds in various places, 
intending to return and bring them in by detachments ; fo that only 
500 bullocks arrived with them at the French camp. 

The day after, Mr. Lally, in order to make proof of their fervice, 
advanced with them all, and the French European horfe, towards 
the grand guard of the Englith cavalry, which was pofted a mile and 
a half in front of the camp. All, when at a: proper diftance, fet 
off on the gallop, and furrounded the guard on every fide. Colonel 
Coote immediately pufhed to relieve them with the main body of 
the cavalry, from the camp ; but before they came up, as thefe kind 
of onfets are generally decided in a very few minutes, the whole 

guard was difperfed, and hurrying back to take fhelter with the 
main body. ‘The Myforeans carried off 30 horfes belonging to the 
black cavalry, and feven to the huffars. 
Bree Turner, who commanded at Cuddalore, receiving intel- 
i pse of the cattle yack had been left on the Ao went 


aor in goo of anaes atl none of the Re got into 

i ERER of Myforeans efcorted the officers appointed by 

re ily to fettle the treaty and the plan of operations with the. 

Hh Bee ernment. A little before their arrival a report had been 

tk io orders were on the way recalling Mr. Lally to France ; 

I Myforeans hearing, infifted that Mr. Deleyrit, and all the 

of th e Council, fhould fign the treaty: had they re- 

ther affiftance was to be expected ; they therefore figned 

t the fame By time compofed a proteft, which they kept en- ” 
me tirely 
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tirely fecret among{t themfelves, objeCting more efpecially to the a ; 
monthly fum which the Myforeans were to receive as pay, to dif- lees 


charge which no money exifted ; and that the territories ceded to them. June. 
were of much more value than the indefinite fervices they were likely 
to perform. Neverthelefs this clandeftine difapprobation was unwor- 
thy their office, being calculated to exempt themfelves from blame, and 
to exaggerate it on Mr. Lally, if affairs fhould better with the affift- 
ance of the Myforeans ; at the fame time the apparent fanétion evinced e 
that the council faw no immediate means {o likely to ftop the progrefs 
of the Englith fuccefles, which had taken every thing abroad. but . 
Thiagar and Gingee, and were at this inftant menacing the capital, 
Pondicherry : fo that had the council meant fincerely, they only pro- - 
mifed the half of what they had loft, or never poffeffed, to obtain the . 
only chance of gaining the ether half, perhaps of preferving what . 
remained. ‘The treaty was figned on the 27th, and on the 28th at - 
night all the Myforeans went away, promifing to return -very foon - 
with their whole force, and abundance of provifions. The next day . - | 
the French army retreated from Perimbé to the bound- -hedge. . ~» <n 
In this interval, the {quadron had been joined by two fhips of the - 
line from England, the Norfolk of 74, and the Panther of 64 guns, , 
which anchored at Cuddalore on the 15th; and a few days after one.. 
of the.Company’s fhips arrived from Tellicherry on the Malabar . 
coaft, with a detachment of 100 Europeans, and 122 Topafles, . . 
{fent from that fettlement by order from Bombay. This,.with the. = = 
detachment of artillery which arrived a little before, would have been.. 
a great reinforcement at. any time, but was at- this jun&ture more 
efpecially feafonable ; and thefe exertions did honour to the councils. 
of that Prefidency, which had hitherto been very. cautious of Part - 
ing with any part of its force. - ' 
On the 30th, the day after the French: army returned to their Gees. 
Celonel Coote detached the remainder of the huffars, who were 20, +, 
500 black horfe, 50 European infantry, and four companies of Se Sepoys, ; 
to Major Moore, that he might be {trong enough to encounter th ORERE 
whole body of Cre TA in their » AERE E to: Tie At Spa 


a 


row, with 500 horfe, andas many Sepoys. They proceeded againft 

) Trichimungalum, which furrendered after a fhort refiftance on the 

yee. eae 5 ; ; 
26th. The garrifon were a ferjeant, another European, and 180 
Sepoys, with a much greater ftore of ammunition: than their num- 
ber required. They had colleéted goo head of cattle in the fort, 
and a large quantity of grain in the town. Major Moore was 
again ‘mifled by his intelligence, and the party of Myforeans return- 
‘ing from Pondicherry. to Thiagar pafled again out of his reach. 

Mr. Lally determined to rifque nothing before the main body 
of the Myforeans arrived; and his troops were too {trongly pofted 
in front.of, and within, the bound-hedge, to be attacked by a force, 
which .exceeded them fo little as the Englifh army, fince the 

detachments it had lately fent abroad. So that both armies con- 
Ed curring in the fame caution, in expectation of the fame event, 
snothing-of any: moment paffed between them for twenty days. Co- | 
Jonel Coote, in this interval, went to: Madrafs. He left the camp 
on the 6th of July, and returned on the r4th. ‘The next day he. 
received intelligence from Major Moore, that the Myforeans were 
fet out from Thiagar, with a very large convoy of provifions. This 
intelligence was confirmed the next day, with their route; and at 
three the next morning, which was: the r7th,. the van divifion. of 
the army under Colonel Monfon moved, and took. poffeffion of 
= Perimbé, which is the ground ‘under the point of the red-hill direétly 
_ oppofite to: Villenore. The reft of the army came up before day- 


l pettah of Villenore, and make preparations for batteries; another 
= deftroyed a:redoubtion the hill over Perimbé, which the enemy had 
= dately erected, in the {pot where:they before had raifed the barracks for 
= their cavalry, which Colonel Coote had: burnt on his firft excurfion 
j f $ to reconnoitre this ground from Permacoil. The diftance acrofs, from 
; i Y the Red-hill, to the fort: of Villenore and the river of Ariancopang,; 
= is little more-than a mile, and the army: poffefied the whole {pace 
Reeth» jn pofts and enclofures, which could’ not: be attacked in front to~: 
DE. $ $ KaTo E without great difadvantage’; and nothing. was 
= apprehended in the rear, although the Myforeans were coming 3. for. 
. * Saas they, 
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light; a party was immediately detached. to take pofleffion of the: 
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they, it was not doubted, would, as before, endeavour to join the 
French army, by avoiding the Englifh. . 

On this day, the 17th, the troops with Major Moore, and the 
whole body of the Myforeans, advancing by different routs, arrived 
nearly at the fame hour, in fight of Trivadi. With Moore were 
180 European infantry, 30 Coffrees, and 50 huffars, and together 
with Kiftnarow’s the black horfe were 1600, and the Sepoys I100.. 
The Myforeans were 4000 horfe well mounted, 1000 Sepoys, and? 
200 Europeans, or Topaffes of the French army, of whom a 


part managed eight pieces of cannon. At this time, when the- 


Englifh troops had been fo long accuftomed to fuccefs, it was fup-- 
pofed, that the force with Major Moore, notwithftanding the ine= 
quality of numbers, might have ftood at leaft an obftinate brunt ; 
but it happened otherwife; for by fome mifchance or mifcondué& 
of which no certain account, has ever been given, they were totally. 
routed. The black horfe and Sepoys, who it is faid firft gave way,. 
difperfed on every fide; five and twenty of the huffars were cut to 
pieces, and moft of the reft were wounded; they were the only 
part which behaved with firmnefs, fighting after they were deferted 
by the European infantry, who retreated in great hurry and dif 
order to the fort of Trivadi, which they gained with the lofs of 
15 killed and 40 wounded. 

The news of this misfortune reached Colonel Coote the next day. 
and encreafed his anxiety to get poffeffion of Villenore ; for it 
was not doubted that Mr. Lally, as foon as joined by the Myfo- 
reans, would make every effort to fave this place. 

The left of the Englifh encampment was at the foot of the hili 
of Perimbé, and it extended 1500 yards to the right, acrofs the 
plain towards Villenore. Through the center of the camp paffed a 
road (raifed as all the others on the plain above the common level. 
-of the ground, and) with a row of trees on each fide. ‘This avenue 
comes almoft in a ftreight line from a redoubt in the bound-hedge, 
called the Villenore; but receives its name from the village of 
Ouglaree, through which it paffeth about halfway between the 
- bound-hedge and the hill of Perimbé. At a thoufand yards in front 

pf 
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c ao Englifh encampment, and 2000 from ‘the bound-hedge, 4 
another’ avenue called the Villenore, {trikes off from the avenue 
of Oulgaree, - -on the left.as you come from the bound-hedge, 
on: the right, if looking from the camp. The Villenore, after 
continuing 400 yards at a right angle from the Oulgaree, turns , 
“nearly at another right angle, and leads freight weft, and parallel 
to the other avenue ; but ceafes midway in the plain between Pe- 
- rimbé, and the fort of Villenore, which Colonel ‘Coote was, pre- 
paring to attack, and which mutt always be diftinguifhed, in con- 
_ fidering our narrative, from the redoubt of the fame name in the a 
. bound- -hedge : the Villenore avenue, towards its termination, covered Ea 4 
_the right flank of the Englifh camp. From a redoubt in thé bound- 
hedge, at 1000 yards to the right of the avenue of Oulgaree, com- 
‘menceth another avenue, called as well as the redoubt itfelf the 
Waldore : this avenue continues only 1000 yards ftreight to the weft, | 
when, ftopped by the oppofition of the Red-hill, it inclines in . | 
another ftreight line to the left, until it has verged within 300 yards | 
of-the avenue of Oulgaree, which it then. joins in another ftreight | 
line, and at a right angle on the right, exactly facing the junétion 
-of the Villenore avenue on the other fide the road, fo that both to- | 
$ gether interfected the avenue of Oulgaree at right angles in the fame 
‘point. It was along the Valdore avenue, that Colonel Coote, with a 
his cavalry, followed the French troops, when they retreated before | 
him on the 7th of March, the firft time he went to reconnoitre the 
= ground about Pondicherry. Exactly oppofite to the fecond angle 
of the Valdore avenue, as you come from the bound-hedge, ead 
_ the ‘fir if you are going to it from the avenue of Oulgaree, ftands 
a hillock, the higheft, and the only confpicuous one on the plain, 
ed from the Red-hill ; from the outward ridge of which this 
s about 300 yards diftant: thus fituated, it commanded 
the-third or laft, and in flant the middle or {fecond turn- 
a the Vakare avenue. Colonel Coote, having confidered -` 
we e have deferibed, OES the hillock righ a 
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{pot where it is joined by the two others, and raifed another 
acrofs the Villenore avenue. Both retrenchments, and the re- 
doubt on the hillock, lay nearly in the fame line in front of the 
camp, which the hill of Perimbé defended on the left; on the 
right, the plain on the other fide of the Villenore avenue was open 
and paflable to cannon and cavalry, even to the rear of the camp. 
But this approach would now be proteéted by the troops ftationed 
in the villages under Villenore, and employed in the attack of this 
fort. All the three works were finifhed between the night of the 
17th and the morning of the 19th. This difpofition was devifed 
with much fcience; for every thing was obviated which might 
produce a general difafter, if the troops fhould be compelled to quit 
the attack of Villenore, of which the fuccefs was fearcely probable, 
if the enemy, as might be expected, rifqued boldly for its fafety. 
A thirteen-inch mortar, fent from Madrafs, and landed at Cudda- 
lore, arrived in camp on the 19th, and was immediately planted to 
bombard the fort; but the fhells fent with it were too fmall, and 


would not take any certain range, and heavy rains prevented any — 


work at the batteries during the night. 

The next morning the French army, not yet joined by the whole 
body of Myforeans, appeared advancing along the river of Arian- 
copang, as if they intended to attack the detachmments ftationed 
to guard the batteries; on which Colonel Coote marched from 
the right of the camp with the two battalions of the Company’s 
troops, and half the horfe and Sepoys to meet the enemy, who 
halted, and began to cannonade; during which Draper’s and 
Coote’s regiments with the reft of the black troops, by previous 
difpofition, marched from the left of the camp along the foot of the 
Red Hill, as if they intended to ftorm the redoubts of the bound- 
hedge, and get into the rear of the enemy’s army. Mr. Lally be- 
lieved this feigned intention to be real, and immediately retreated 
to his former ftations; a few of the Enghfh cavalry and Sepoys 
were wounded. In the evening the Myforeans arrived from Trivadi 
with 3000 bullocks, carrying their baggage, and drawing their ar- 
tillery, and 3000 more laden with rice, and other provifions; the 

VoL. H. 40 French 
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E: a French detachments from Thiagar and Gingee accompanied them : 

= “= — they came in unmolefted, as before, by Atiancopang, and their 

Ioi arrival was complimented withiia’ ‘long falute of cannon. In the 
evening the guards before Villenore were: reinforced; and’ double 
diligence. ad through the night at the batteries. — 

The fort of Villenore was a ne ‘50 yards in diameter within the 

wall ; it was furrounded by a ditch, a:covered way, and a glacis 
cut in angles, as å ftar. “The: rampart wasa Gdn Rtueion of mafonr y, 
- divided into ten lodgements, or- chambers, which were arched, 
the vaults bomb-proof, and the interftices at top were filled ` up 
to an equal level, which formed the terrace on which ‘the can- 

: non were mounted. Each of the chambers was likewife opened 

iis through the outfide of the wall in cafements intended for can- 
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a non, but none were mounted in them. ‘The breadth of the ram- 
| aa part, which was the length of the chambers, was 30 ‘feet, ‘and 


| . reduced the area within to a {mall pentagon, which in no direa 
Ei was more than 45 feet over; fo that if the chambers had not been 
Ei bomb-proof, the place could not have ftood an hour againft this kind 
i of artillery. Two villages lay near the fort, one dire@tly north, the 
other to the north-eaft. They were about 200 yards from each 
other, and both were occupied by the Englifh troops. The paflage 
through. the glacis to the fort was ftreight, and nothing obftructed 
the view quite up to the foot of the wall but the bine gate, and 
the draw-bridge, when up; neither of which could refit a fhot; 
neverthelefs, the French had neglected to cover this opening by a 
traverfe, either in front or behind the paflage. The advantage was 
‘taken, anda battery of two eighteen-pounders was erected between 
the two villages, to breach through the opening: another of the 
fame force was ereéted in the village to the north, to deftroy the pa- 
capaian take in reverfe the part intended to ne breached. 

eee eerie opened with the day on the 16th. — At nine o’clock 
h army, with all the Myforeans, horfe and foot, 
ng the bank of the river of Ariancopang. Some of the 
ad Sepoys, with three field-pieces, were fent from the 
flop their advanced’ parties, whilft the line got 
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underarms + and as {foon as they were in motion, a detachment of - 
Europeans; with four ficld-pieces, filed off from eee right to reinforce 
the villages of Villenore. By this time the batteries there had beat 
down ilie parapet, and adie the enemy’s fire from the. fort, when. 
two, companies of Sepoys fet off on the full run, and ie thems 
felves:under:the brick: facing of the covered way; in a hollow, where 
the earth had not been filled up, as in other parts, to the creft of 
the:glacis; fome, more ‘adventurous, jumped over the wall. - Sell 
the, garifon had nothing to fear ; for the Sepoys had a ditch to patsy 
and.a a. Very inipe erfect breac to mount: but the commanding: officer’ 
held out “a flag, of truce, and opened the gate to adetachment of 
Europeans, who haftened up on the firt ight of the flag- They 
immediately raifed the Englifh colours on the rampart, and turned 
the guns againft the French and Myforeans, who were advanced 
along the river-fide within the random reach of cznnon-fhot: The 
chases was received with the curfes of every man in the French 
army. All the lines {topped involuntarily, and at once, firicken by 
horror ;,and Mr. Lally, more confounded than any, immediately 
adea the whole to retreat under the. guns of Ariancopang. There 
were in the fort 30 Europeans, 12 Coffrees, and eight pieces of can= 
non on the ramparts, which might have held out two days longer, 
before the Englith would have ventured to torm; and ten minutes 
more in the prefent hour would have brought on a general engage- 
ment to decide its fate. Of all his fuccefles, Colonel Coote deemed 
this the moft fortunate, becaufe leaft expected. Neverthelefs, he 


LN 


had exerted much ability to piace the army in a fituation to make 


the attack in fight of the enemy’s, and, if it failed, have nodhi 
unequal to een TRA 
The firft arrival of the Myforeans in the province fe alacindd 
the Prefidency of Madrafs, as much as it furprized the army; for,’ 
befides the interruption they might give to the fuccefs of the war, 
the Nabob’s revenues were loft wherever their parties appeared ; and, 
as horfe, they might 1 in the back country extend their ravages frone 
‘Tritchinopoly to. ‘Arcot : and this detriment was ‘the more dreaded, 
becaufé.the company in England; relying on the treafures of Bengal, 


2 402 had 
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E 1760. had determined to fend no bullion to any of their fettlements in P 


=> India, and the Prefidency of Bengal had confumed all their incomes, 
Beis "y and were borrowing money. It was therefore propofed to the 
Nabob, who was at Madrafs, to march with what troops had ac- 4 
companied him thither, fupported by a detachment of Europeans 
from the garrifon, in order to protect the countries between Gingee 
and Txinomaly, and all behind them to Arcot. Captain Richard 
Smith, at Tritchinopoly, as foon as he had acquired intelligence of 
the ftrength and intentions of the Myforeans which were come into 
_ the Carnatic, propofed the expediency of a diverfion, by marching in 
with a force from his garrifon, and attacking the diftri&ts of Myfore, 
which confine on the weftward to thofe of Tritchinopoly, whilft 
the troops ordered by Mahomed Iffoof from Madura, fhould keep the 
. | Myforeans of Dindigul at bay. ‘The idea was approved as the moft 
j $ 1 probable refource ; he was ordered to carry it into execution, and 
E- Tanjore and Tondiman were requefted to give him what affiftance 
i i he might require. 
is The Nabob marched from Madrafs on the 3d of July, and on the 
a yth he arrived at Vandivath ; after loitering there fome days, he 
i E fuddenly changed his mind from keeping the field againft the My- 
ë 
4 


foreans, and went away to make his entrance into his capital of 
Arcot; but left 700 of his horfe, and 500 of his Sepoys, with his 
brother Maphuze Khan, who on the 22d came with them to the 
army at Perimbé. The day after Colonel Coote, with all the cavalry 
of the army, a great part of the Sepoys, feveral field-pieces, an 
eighteen-pounder on a field-carriage, but without any European in- 
fantry, advanced towards the bound-hedge. This defiance as it were 
of meeting the Myforeans with equal arms could not provoke them 
to come out and try their ftrength; but the French infantry ad- 
vanced, and cannonaded from feven pieces of cannon, which only 
“wounded two European gunners. 


re next morning, the 24th, on intelligence that a large body 
lyforeans intended ta march that night to the weftward to 
ifions, Major Monfon was detached, with all the black 

npanies of Sepoys, and two field-pieces, to take poft . 
E è at 
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at Valdore, near which, it was fuppofed, the Myforeans would re- 
turn; but only a few were gone out, who halted at Rangapillah’s 
aneuleey on the fea fhore, fix miles to the north of the bound- 
hedge, where they were joined on the 26th by the large body from 
Pondicherry, of which intelligence had been given on the 24th. 
All went on to Permacoil ; Major Monfon followed them on the 
27th, and arrived on the 28th, when none were remaining there. 
In the mean time, Lieutenant Eifer had been detached from the 
camp on the 26th, with 400 Sepoys, 30 Europeans, and a hundred 
black horfe, the beft in the army, to proceed from Rangapillah’s 
choultry along the fea-fhore, whilt Major Monfon was endea- 


vouring to come up with them on the other fide; but they had ftruck - 
off in feveral parties, fome towards Gingee, others to the north- - 
ward, {preading to colle&t cattle, and deftroying whatfoever elfe be- - 


longed to the inhabitants, who, as their ground now fupplied the 
Englifh army with provifions, were every where confidered by the 
French as enemies. One of thefe parties went to Allamparvah, 


where they plundered the pettah,; and took a lieutenant, who was . 
fick, and chancing to be taking the air, having fhot him through . 
the back as he was endeavouring to efcape in his palankin ; how- - 


ever, the cannon of the fort drove the party away, and, as they were. 
returning along the fhore towards Pondicherry, they fell unawares 


acrofs Eifer’s detachment, by whom they were intirely routed, and 
30 of their horfe furrendered- to him; with which he returned to . 


the camp in the evening; where major Monfon’s divifion lkewife 


rejoined the fame day; for the whole cavalry of the camp had: 


marched in thefe two divifions. 


` 


The laft day of the-month brought the welcome arrival ae five 
of the company’s fhips from England ii the Road of Cuddalore : . 
and two days after came in another, which had feparated from them... 
There were on board of the fix, 600°-men drafted from regiments ; 


in England, to replace the deficiences vane ree have oes 


in Draper’s and Coote’s. 
On the 3d of Auguft, the free company of Frenchmen were fent ~ 


to get in the rear of one of the enemy’s: advanced pofts, which lay 


in . 
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agate Valdore'road, about half a mile from the bound-hedge.. They ` _ 
parched along the fkirts of the Red-hill, and, coming by PARS 
4 led and wounded {èveral, and drove the aa to the bound-hedge. 
F Myforeans, according to their contraét, had delivered all bien 
RTOS they brought into the magazines of Pondicherry, where. 
they were carefully fored for future need. ‘The pu ríuit of Monton, 
i cand the fuccefs of Eifer, deterred them from going out again, in. 
large detachments, and although the Englith army could not cover 
the ground fufficiently to prevent fimall parties from getting back, . 
with a few head of cattle or other provifions, yet all thefe fupplies yi 
“were unequal to the daily confumption of 10,000 mouths; for, with à [ 
their followers, the Myfore army amounted to this multitude; : and 
in a few days rice began to fell in their camp at the rate. of; two 
pounds for a rupee. This diftrefs, the conftant fatigue and rifque 
neceffary to redrefs it, and their convictions of the fuperiority of the’ 
Englith army, as well by the lofs of Villenore, as the caution of the 
French to rifque an engagement fince that event, made them weary 
of their expedition and alliance; and their Sepoys, forefeeing lets 
likelihood of retreating with fafety than the horfe, began to defert in 
a numbers every day. 
. _ The garrifon of Gingee had collected 2000 carriage bullocks, and 
. tice to load on them, and, with various parties which had got out 
from Pondicherry, 150 Europeans of the infantry, and 100 of the 
cavalry, were waiting there to efcort this.train, expecting to be 
i ‘ joined by the Myfore horfe; who were by this time determined. 
a ge to go away to Thiagar, and return no more; on which, 59 more 
E Europeans, with three companies of Sepoys, were detached. from 
Pondicherry; to reinforce the convoy. Colonel Coote took meafures 
to prevent its arrival. Some Sepoys patroled along the fea-fhore, as 
far as Rangapilla’s s iroudtey; ; from Alampawah, Martin, früh the- 


å _were on the ae ee New. Balas Turner marched - 
re to- adi, with the feven companies of Sepoys | 
ae belong- 
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belonging to that garrifon, in which Major Monfon remained 
with the troops juft arrived from England : fo that the outlets to 


‘the s. w. ands. were equally well guarded, and the main body of 


the army lying between Villenore and the Red-hill utterly pre-- 
cluded the paflage to or from the weft. ‘The convoy from Gingee 
were expected to fet out on the rath, but did not until the evening 
of the 13th; intelligence of which was foon after brought to Colo-- 
nel Caie who went off at rr at night, with all the black cavalry, 
2,00 TO S the hundred Topaffes from: Bombay, and two field- 
pieces, and proceeded towards Killenore. The fame night the- 
greateft part of the Myfore horfe, decamped from the glacis of 
Pondicherry, and marching faft fell in when it was deep dark 
with Martin and Kircher, who, charging them unexpectedly met- 
no refiftance, killed 40, took 200 of their horfe, and 900 bullocks 
laden with their baggage. At day-break Colonel Coote came up 
with his party, when all the Myforeans were not yet out of 
fight: they were retreating in broken parties to the weft-ward.. 
Colonel Coote divided his force in purfuit of them, which returned 
the fame day with many more bullocks and two European prifoners.. 
One divifion of the Myforeans efcaped both the encounter and pur-- 
fuit. They were at fome diftance in the rear, when the front was 
ftopped, on which they immediately turned back, and paing as- 
they had come at the back of the Red-hill, and- by the fea fhore, re-- 
gained the bounds of Pondicherry. 
Notwithftanding this rout, it was ftill confidered as. doubtful, . 


-whether the Myro might not join and return with the convoy- 


waiting at Gingee: and to prevent the continual fatigue of. detach- 
ments. mates from the camp on every reports: to watch and i in-- 
tercept their approach, it was determined to poft a force fufficient 


to cope with them feparate from the main body of the army, which: 


continued at Perimbé.. The detachment which had accompanied the 5 
Nabob-from Madrafs, when it was fuppofed:he intended. to. keep. 
the field towards ‘Trinomaly, advanced from Vandivath ;.and on the 
1gth encamped at Ratlagramon, a town-under the hills to the eat: 


of Gingee, and. ten. miles north of Valdore; a ftation. which the- 


r convoy? 
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60. convoy could not avoid without much circuit and trouble. ‘The 
detachment was immediately joined by another from the camp, 
when the whole amounted to 200 European foot, 50 Coffrees, 500 
Sepoys, şo European horfe, huflars, and 500 black horfe ; they 
were commanded by Captain Prefton. 

‘The 500 Myforeans which had returned to Pondicherry were afraid 
to.venture out again ina body, but in every of the fucceeding nights 
fent off {mall parties, which paffed undifcovered. To {top thofe 
which remained, -two companies of Sepoys, with 100 of the black 
-horfe, were detached with Enfign Meredith, and took poft at Ran- 
gapillah’s choultry. Another detachment .of Sepoys marched the 
‘fame day from the camp:in-queft-of a party of Europeans which 
-had marched the night before from Pondicherry for ‘Gingee, but 

_ only brought back four, whom they had picked up lagging on the 
road with fatigue. Early the next morning, a ftrong detachment 

‘from the bounds attacked the poft at Rangapillah’s choultry, and 

JE obliged the party there to retreat. On the firft notice, two compa- 

EN nies of Sepoys, and all the grand guard of cavalry, marched to fut 
$ tain them, and the enemy retired on their appearance. 

In two or three nights more, all the Myforeans who had returned 
to Pondicherry were gone, and all their parties had efcaped without 
interruption. News was received at this time that their main body, 
which had affembled at Thiagar, were marched from thence 
‘to attack Trinomaly ; it was therefore concluded, that they would 
‘make no farther efforts of confequence to fuccour Pondicherry with 

__ provifions; and in this perfuafion, the Prefidency refumed the in- 

7 ; tention of blockading Pondicherry by fea and land; and the Go- 

E - vernor Mr. Pigot .came from Madrafs to confer with Admiral Stevens 
and Colonel Coote on the means. 

Mae ier tse 
Seth 


= Auguft. 


iglith army could continue, whilft the Myforeans remained 

French ; for it prefented a narrow front, was of hazardous 
d feveral ftrong pofts, and was centrically fituated 
of detachments to interrupt any which might be 
1g to the enemy’s camp. But this fituation did 
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not fully anfwer the purpofe of a blockade, which was to reduce 
the town by famine; for, being five miles diftant, the army was 
not fufficient to form a chain of pofts in a curve of 15 miles from 
the fea-fhore on the north to the fea-fhore on the fouth of the 
town, clofe, or in all parts ftrong enough, to intercept every 
thing. The bound-hedge of Pondicherry {weeps from the north 
to the s. E. of the town, where it ceafes on the bank of the river 
of Ariancopang, which, in two arms, with an ifland between them, 
fupplies the reft of the barrier to the fouth of the town. The 
area included by the hedge with the arms of the river, com- 
prizes nearly feven fquare miles. This ground afforded pafture for 
a number of -cattle, which, if unmolefted, might, whilft the 
Englifh army remained at their prefent diftance, fupply the troops 
and inhabitants with provifions for feveral months; and the daily 
confumption might be replaced by {mall convoys from without; fo 
that the enemy could not be feverely diftreffed, until pent within 
the bound-hedge, when its redoubts and other ftations in pofleffion 
of the Englifh, would {ufer nothing to remain abroad beyond the 
foot of the glacis, and even theré not in quiet. Thefe pofts would 
likewife obftru& the introduction of fupplies in the whole extent of 
the hedge, and the.prefent {tock would remain the principal reliance, 
until the French army fhould be fufficiently reinforced to recover 
them; but now that the Myforeans were gone, no probability re- 
mained of any troops coming to the fuccour of the town, excepting 
from the fea. Neverthelefs the Englifh force was not yet fufficiently 
fuperior, even if in poffeffion of the bound-hedge, to open trenches 
againft the town; and if it had, the preparation, embarkation, 
and tranfport of the artillery and ftores, which were all to come 
from Madrafs, could not be accomplifhed before the fetting-in 
of the monfoon, which at fartheft might be expeéted in the middle 
of O&ober. If the French fleet appeared before this time, the ifue 
of the fight at fea would determine the future’ fuccefs of the fiege ; 
if not, their delay muft arife from the want of force to cope with 
Mr. Stevens’s {quadron ; andin this cafe, it was {carcely to be doubted 


that fingle fhips, or more, would at any rifque venture with relief 
Vor. I. 4 P : 
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daring $ every “east for the laft five Leics. ‘Thus it ects ne- } 
ceflary to get pofleflion of the bound-hedge and its redoubts with-- 
out delay ; and then that the fquadron fhould continue in fight of 
Pondicherry through the monfoon, in order to intercept. whatfoever: 
fhips might be coming either with troops or provifions: but, pre- 4 
-= vious to the attack of the hedge, Clonc) Coote thought it neceffar y 
- toreduce the fort of Ariancopang, which ftanding on the fouth fide 
of the river, almoft oppofite, although at fome diftance from the a} 
termination of the hedge on the other bank, commanded all the. 
ground between, as well as in front down ‘to the ftrand of the fea ;. 
d fo that from the garrifon of the town on the one hand,- and the 
a 4 . fort on the other, this quarter of the circumvallation; fuppofing 
the hedge to be taken, could not be completed without more force 
aa than the army could fpare from other parts ; and even then the potts. 
; eftablithed on this fi de would be continually expofed to dangerous 
we attacks; in the mean time, this extent of. ground would remain 
Bec: ‘open for the introdu€tion of convoys; which, detachments from 
ie the fort of Ariancopang, if taken, might eafily intercept. : The 
force of the Englith army before the town, exclufive of garrifons 
ay and detachments, was 2000 Europeans, and 6000 natives, either 
l horfe or Sepoys. If Ariancopang were attacked by a detachment, 
the number reguiñte, of 800 Europeans, would leave the main 
body {carcely a match for the whole of the enemy’s force, if col- prm 
- leGted to attack them, who doubtlefs would make the effort. If i 
Ariancopang were invefted by the whole army, they muft move from 
the advantageous ground between Villenore and Perimbé, which 
leave all to the north of Pondicherry open, and aR the 
army then to detach a force, which, joined with the T 


co to Admiral Stevens, and, in con- ; 
A that he would land all the marines of 


ká 
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the fquadron, to enable the army. to attack Ariancopang, and take 
pofteffion of the bound-hedge; and that he would ereta to re-, 
main on the coaft with the whole fquadron, through the inion. 
Mr. Stevens’ was very loth to deprive his fhips of their marines dur- 
ing the expectation of an engagement with the enemy’s fquadron, 
but at length acquiefced to the neceflity and importance of the fer- 
vice they might render on fhore; and promifed without hefitation 
that his {quadron fhould not quit the coaft until compelled by irre- 
fiftible neceflity. Accordingly, the marines were landed at Cudda- 
lore on the 27th; they were, including officers, 422 Europeans. 
The Myforeans, as foon as they arrived before ‘Itinomaly, made 
an attack on the pettah, in which they were repulfed with the fofs 


of fifty or fixty men: but continued to inveft the place. Captain 


Prefton, on intelligence of their intention, fent off on the 22d two 


companies of oe from Ratlagrammon, who, by bye ways in the. 


mountain, got into the fort on the 26th; and the day after, the 
enemy in greater force than before made another aflauit, in which 
they were again beaten off, with the lofs of fixty men, and an of- 
ficer of diftinétion ; the garrifon fallied as they retreated, and obliged 
them to abandon two field-pieces, which they had nore up and 
-ufed in the attack. The whole raifed the fiege immediately, and re- 
turned ‘to Thiagar. 


Bree eS Europeans, with fome Sepoys, and two guns, 


‘marching round the Red-hill in the night of the 23d, efcaped the 


interruption of the Englifh guards, and arrived the next day at 
Gingee; from whence they fet out again in diferent parties, efcort- 
ing 2000 bullocks loaded with provifions; of which fome were dif- 
perfed by Prefton, as they were coming out of the hills; and 300 
were taken, when advanced within a few miles of the Englith camp, 
by a detachment of Sepoys and black horfe, fent: out to look for 
them; and none gotinto Pondicherry: but as all that had been 
attacked had been met in the night, the efcorts regained Gingee with 
very little lofs. Three or four thouiand more bullocks were ready to 


be {ubftituted as the convoys fent might fail, and it was now deter- 2 
mined to fénd the whole of this E E an together, under the 


{ADS ftrongeft 
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eee ort that could be rifqued abroad : accordingly Mr. Lally 


jae detached 100 of the French cavalry and feveral more companies of 
En: Sepoys from Pondicherry, to join the troops already at Gingee ; 3 
Eo {o that one third of his whole force was now employed in this. 
fervice; and he had by much follicitation, and by inducements 
of which we are ignorant, prevailed on the Myforeans to fend back 
800 of their ‘horfe to Gingee, who were likewife to accompany the 
convoy ; and this body of horfe arrived there at the fame time as 
the laft detachment from Pondicherry. Intelligence was received 
on the agth, that the convoy with the whole efcort intended to 
fet out from Gingee in the enfuing night; on which, difpofitions 
were made to sane their paflage. | 
The whole of the Red-hill is interfetted by winding dales, in 
which troops may march unperceived until met within them, or dif- 
_ covered from the rifing grounds above: in the middle of ae gene- 
ral plot of the Red-hill, ftands one eminence higher than any of 
the others, and called fon the trees it bears, the Tamarind grove: 
this hillock has dales on each fide of it, which join with others, 
leading from the plain of the country on the outfide of the Red-hill 
ea to the n. w. at the fartheft diftance from the Englith camp, from 
a the left of which fhouldered under the extremity of the Red-hill at 
Perimbé, the Tamarind grove was two miles to the w. E. and it was 
three to the N. w. of Pondicherry. ‘This fituation being central for 
the interruption of troops marching through the dales of the Red-hill, 
either to or from Pondicherry, Colonel Coote, who, by his continual 
Ei ' fions, knew all the ground in the adjacencies of his camp, or- 
A s dered ar redoubt to be raifed there, which was finifhed in the day. Left 
ae the convoy -fhould attempt to make their way. to the fouth of the 
rive m of Ariancopang, the whole body of marines, which were ftill 
remaining at ddalore, were ordered to march fome miles from 
1 > river Paliar, and to advance fix- companies of Se- 
1 pea: ene whilft {couts from the camp 


out 
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out from hence on the 2yth, the day appointed ; but Gapi Prefton 
having two days before taken a mud fort, called Penamalee, fituated 
at the opening of the hills, pofted a {trong guard there, whieh the 
enemy miftaking for the whole of his force, retired again, and after- 

wards hearing of the difpofitions made from the Englifh camp, re- 
folved to proceed as before in feparate troops. 

On the 2d of September arrived at Cuddalore three of he King’s 
fhips, convoying feveral of the Company’s from England. Of the 
men of war two were the America, and Medway, each of 60 guns, 
which compleated the fquadron before Pondicherry to 17 fail of 
the line. In the Company’s fhips were part of a Highland regiment, 
fupplied by the government, in addition to the troops it had already 
fent to India. Thefe mighty aids witnefled in this quarter of the 
globe, as equal efforts, wherefoever neceflary, in every other, the. 
fuperior energy of that mind, who poffefling equally the confidence: 
of his fovereign and the nation, conducted the arduous and exten-- 


five war in, wN they were eneaedd againft their great and only 


rival.. 

The fame evening Colonel Coote ordered 409 men:to march and’ 
inveft the fort of Ariancopang ; but Colonel Monfon, the next in com-- 
mand, did not approve the operation, although it had been pleaded to 
Admiral Stevens, as the’principal inducement to land the marines of- 
the {quadron: and Colonel Coote, not to: difguft per tinacity, when 
concurrence was fo neceflary, countermanded the detachment. 

Mr. Lally received information, that the detachment had been 
paraded, and fufpected the fervice for which it had been intended.. 
Such a proof of the opinion which the Englifh army entertained of 
their own fuperiority, convinced’him that it. would foon be followed: 
by fome real blow of equal detriment, if they were not immediate= 
ly convinced, that his own was.capable of more than ating on the. 
defenfive. He refolved to. attack. their camp by furprize on the 
night ef the 4th, and his-difpofitions: were made with much fkilt: 
and fagacity. | iF 

In the three fhips at anchor before the town,. were 150 Eiropas 
mariners; they-were all landed, and Lafcars fent.on. board.. Thefe- 


_ Euros- 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


659 
1760.. 
v 
Auguft, 


O ae 


j 


Lae 


“660 


n Eo 60. 
Rese 
Septeumicr, 


` Tur WAR OF CoROMANDEL. Book XIT. 
Europeans, with fome Sepoys, were allotted to guard the redoubts 
ux the bound-hedge, that all the regular European military might 
-ferve in the intended attacks, excepting the artillery men, who 
were diftributed on the ramparts of the town, and in the out-pofts 


“which mounted cannon. By the. detachments: lately fent abroad, 


c E rl fhe Be 
the whole force that could march on the prefent fervice were 1400 


‘European infantry, roo European horfe, and goo Sepoys. The 


battalion .of India and the velunteers. of Bourbon, amounting to 
300 rank and file, had for fome days been encamped under the fort 
ef Ariancopang; the Portugueze company, which was likewife 
called the company of Jefus, and had a Jefuit at their head, with 
dome Sepoys, were quartered in the Company’s gardens, fituated 
within the bound-hedge in the road. towards the Valdore redoubt ; 
the regiments of Lorrain and Lally, 500 men, the marines of the 


~fquadron, 200, and 500 Sepoys, were in. the town; the horfe were 


diftributed in different patroles. The gates of the town were thut 
early, and opened again .at ten at night; and although Colonel 


Coote entertained {pies and correfpondents in the town, not one of 
them: acquired the leat furmife. of Mr. Lally’s intentions, or fuf- 
- pected any unufual operation. 


The marines and Sepoys marched out of the town in two parties, 


: told off in equal numbers of each. They proceeded to the Val- 
. dore redoubt,. and in the way the Portugueze company, with the 
| Sepoys.at the garden, fell into the rear and formed the third {ub- 
divifion of this line. .Continuing in the avenues from the Valdore 


redoubt, the firft party foon turned to the right, to gain the 
Red-hill, and proceed in it to the attack of the Tamarind redoubt ; 
in which, if they fucceeded, they were to march acrofs to the 
left and join the fecond; which followed them, and quitting 
the avenue likewife, were to advance along the foot of the out- 
ward ridge of the Red-hill, until they had gained the flank of the 
Englifh redoubt on the hillock in the plain, which they were then 
to bear down upon, and attack. The Portugueze and Sepoys, which 


were the third fub-divifion, were to proceed quite through the three 
12 lines 
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lines of the Valdore avénue, difperfing what patroles and out-guards 
might be in the way, and to take poft at the junétion of this avenue 
with that of Oulgarry, where they were to wait the orders of 
the officer who commanded the attack, which was to be made by 


the regiments of Lorrain and Lally. Thefe troops, in two di- 
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vifions, marched from the town, and through the bound-hedge, - 


along the avenue of Oulgarry, until they came to the head of this - 


village, where a deep water-courfe crofled the avenue, and had a bridge 


over it, which was defended by a retrenchment with guns. Here - 


Lorrain halted, whilft Lally’s regiment, quitting the avenue by the 


left, marched outwards in the fields to fall on the right flank of the ; 
Englifh redoubt in this avenue; to which Lorrain was to advance - 
freight along the avenue, and attack at the fame time. When car- - 
ried, the Portugueze company, with the Sepoys, which were the. 
third fub-divifion of the attack to the right, were to join, and, . 


with Lorrain’s and Lally’s, proceed acrofs on the left to attack the. 


retrenchment in the Villenore avenue which ftood in the fame paral- 
lcl as that in the avenue of Oulgarry; but the Villenore retrench- 
ment had on its left a large garden, called from its owner, Barthel- 
mi’s; in which were likewile pofted a-ftrong guard with fome field- 
pieces. When this garden and retrenchment were carried, all the 
troops of this attack were to regulate themfelves by the fuccefs of 
another attack.on their left, which was to be made by the India 
Battalion and the volunteers of Bourbon. They were to march 


from the fort of Ariancopang, acrofs the river, to the villages un-. 


der the fort of Villenore; but were to leave two field-pieces on the 

plain in their way from the river, in order to fecure their retreat. 

As foon as the firing became general, at the retrenchment in the 
to) 2 


Oulgarry road, the redoubt on the hillock, and the tamarind. 


redoubt, thefe troops were to advance from the village in which they 
were halting, and proceed along a fhort road which would brin 

them to the termination of the Villenore avenue, and exactly in the 
rear of the right flank of the Englifh encampment; on which 
they were to fall with the utmoft vigour, in full confidence, that 
the other attacks would have thrown the whole camp into diforder, 


by 
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by the uncertainty and diftration of what and where fuccours were 
to be fent. Mr. Lally, with a guard of horfe, remained at the bridge 

of Oulgarry. Calculation had been made, when all the troops 
would arrive within equal reach of their refpective attacks, where 
they were to wait in filence for the fignal of two TTET, which 
were to be thrown up at Oulgarry, hen all were to advance to the 
attacks allotted them. 

The fky-rockets were fhot off a little before midnight, and foon 
after the firing commenced nearly at the fame time, at the tama- 
rind redoubt, the hillock, and at the retrenchment in the avenue of 
Oulgarry. ‘The attack at the-tamarind redoubt was repulfed; but 

: the redoubt on the hillock was carried; the lieutenant of the artil- 
lery and three gunners were made prifoners there, and the reft of 
the guard driven out, nor did they rally; which gave the enemy 

time to carry off a brafs three-pounder, deftroy the carriage of ano- 

ther gun, {pike up a third, and burn down the battery. At the re- 

trenchment in the Oulgarry road, the attack and defence were 

more fierce. Colonel Coote himfelf brought down troops to that 

in the Villenore avenue and Barthelmi’s garden, and, inftead of 

j waiting to be attacked, advanced acrofs to {uftain the other redoubt ; 
F againft which Lorrain and Lally’s perfifted until eight fergeants, be- 
4 fides common men, of Lally’s, were killed ; when the officers, hear- 
ing no figns of the main attack on the one and rear of the Englith 

camp, drew off. This divifion, by fome unaccountable error, inftead of 
advancing to the villages under the fort of Villenore, halted in ano- 
ther a mile to the fouth of it, not far from the river, and ina line 
with the village of Oulgarry. At this erroneous diftance, they 
had not time, after the fky-rockets were fired, to reach the ground 
of their attack, before the three others were cither repulfed or ceafed. 
They were led by D’Harambure, who had-always behaved hitherto 
with gallantry, and efpecially during the march of Mr. Law’s re- 
nt to Hyderabad in 1756; but Mr. Lally, with the 
of his prejudices, imputed the failure to a defign, as 
Y om the gee s ors of o the honour 


he 
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effort he was making fucceeded to his expeftation. About twenty 
Sepoys were killed and wounded of the Englith troops, but fewer 
Europeans. Of the enemy, 30 Europeans were fuppofed to be- 


killed, ond moft of them either in Lorrain or Lally’s; four were © 
made prisoners, with Mr. D’Autueil, the fame officer we have feen - 
opening the inteftine war of the Carnatic at the battle of Amboor, . 
in which the Nabob’s father fell, and who afterwards. furrendered < 


to Clive at. Volcondah. 


The fhips laft arrived from England brought commiffions from - 
the war-office appointing the majors Brereton and Monfon to the . 


rank of lieutenant colonels, with prior date to Colonel Coote; but 
both were ordered not to affert their commiffions whilft he remained 


on the coat: Colonel Coote neverthelefs concluded that it was in- - 


tended he fhould remove as foon as might be to his original and 
eftablifhed command in Bengal; nor did Monfon: propofe to continue 


ferving under him, but offered.to retire to Madrafs ; but Coote im- - 
mediately delivered over to him the command of the army, and went ~ 


thither himfelf, and requefted to proceed with his whole regiment to 


Bengal. . The Prefidency -remonftrated againft the detriment, and - 
Monfon declared that the blockade of Pondicherry muft be raifed if - 
thefe troops were taken away : on which Coote. confented to leave . 


them. 
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OLONEL Monfon being now mafter of his own views, car- 

ried into execution an operation which he had propofed in the 
council of war a few days before, when Colonel Coote explained his 
intention of attacking the fort of Ariancopang. 

The bound-hedge of Pondicherry, befides its natural defence of 
trees and thorns, is. {trengthened by four redoubts ; one on the north, 
oppofite to the north-weft angle of the town, another nearly weft 
of this angle, a third nearly weft of the fouth-weft angle, and the 
fourth ftands dire€tly fouth-weft of the fame point. All took their 
names from their fituations; the north was called the Madrafs re- 
doubt, the next the Valdore, the third the Villenore, and that to. 
the fouth-weft the Ariancopang redoubt. From the Villenore re- 
doubt led the road and avenue, which pafled through the center of 
the Englith camp at Perimbé, and about a mile-from the hedge this 
avenue leads through the village of Oulgarry, in which were feve- 
ral country-houfes belonging to the French inhabitants of Pondi- 
cherry, and a church belonging to the Jefuits. The regiment of 
Lorrain and Lally, which at this time did not affemble both to-- 
gether more than 400 men, were remaining in this village fince the- 
late attack on the camp. The marines, 300 men, were within the 
hedge, to defend the redoubt of Valdore with the part of the hedge - 
on each hand. he battalion of India, confifting of 500 men, were- 
ftationed at the Villenore and at the Ariancopang redoubts, and be-- 
tween them.. The north-fide of the hedge, with the Madrafs re- 
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doubt, as being at the fartheft diftance from the Englith camp, was 
trufted to ie Sepoys. The horfe, fill only roo riders, were dif- 


-perfed in different pofts round: the limits. The reft of the army, 
which, exclufive of the garrifon of Gingee and its out-potts, confifted 
-of soo European foot, 150 European herfe, and 500 Sepoys, were 
. abroad, moft of ‘them waiting“ to efcort’ the provifions collected at 
~-Gingee. 


At midnight the whole of the Englifh army were under arms; 


„a proportional: number from each of the different bodies were left 


to defend the camp ; and the main body appointed to march was 
"ys. 5} e X bri de 4 . e . ” 

divided: into two brigades, of which the principal officers had the 
day before reconnoitred the ground of their refpective attacks as 
near as the enemy’s out-pofts would admit. ‘The regiments of 
Draper and Coote, comprizing both together 1000 men, 200 of the 


- marines, the 150 highlanders, with 500 Sepoys, and four field- 


pieces, marched oft their ground from the left of the camp at 
P > i 


‘three in the morning, and entered into the Red-hill, in which they 


were to take a large circuit round the tamarind-grove, and, coming 
out where neareft, were to attack the Valdore redoubt, and the weft 
fide of the hedge adjoining. This brigade was formed into two 
divifions ; the grenadiers of the two regiments led the firft, under 
the command of major Robert Gordon ; major Willam Gordon 
commanded the rear divifion, and colonel Monfon the whole of this 


attack. The other brigade was compofed of the Coromandel battalion 


800, the two French companies 120, the Bombay detachment of 350 
Europeans and Topafles, 600 Sepoys, and four field-pieces. T hey were 
to march from the right, and attack the enemy’s troops pofted in Oul- 
garry, and, after routing them, to proceed and Brg the -Villenore 


-redoubt. Jofeph Smith, who ce the departure of Calliaud to Bengal 


was the firft officer on the coaft of the Company’s troops, and a 


few days before had been appointed by the Prefidency of Madrafs: 


to the rank of major, commanded this brigade. ‘The cav alry, black 
as well as white, were intended to appear before ‘the Ariancopang 
redoubt during the two other attacks, in order to. prevent the troops 


„there from fending detachments to fupport them. 


2 


as 


‘Major 
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Major Smith’s brigade, having much lefs ground to go than 
Monfon’s, did not move until four in the morning. The enemy's 
entrenchment in front of the village of Oulgarry lay acrofs the ave- 


nue, and they had an advanced poft in a garden beyond, but a little 


to the right of the entrenchment. Smith, to avoid the immediate 


difcovery of his brigade, as well as the direé fire of the entrenchment 
along the avenue of Oulgarry, marched down the Villenore, 
as far as Barthelme’s garden, which lies on the left as you come 
down; the line then turned and paffed through the garden, which 
brought them half the diftance between the two avenues, when 
the brigade ftruck down through the intervals of fome inclo- 
fures, which led to the left of the village of Oulgarry, from whence 
they might likewife take the entrenchment in reverfe; but the two 
French companies were fent off immediately from the garden tocrofs the 
avenue of Oulgarry, and attack the enemy’s advanced poft on the 
other fide of this avenue; but were not to begin their attack, before 
the firing commenced upon Oulgarry, which foon happened ; for 
fome black fellows belonging to the French troops, who were afleep 
in the ftreets of a ruined hamlet which ftood oppofite to the angle 
of the entrenchment, awakened at the wheels of the field-pieces 
which moved in front of the brigade, and fled with the alarm to 
the troops in Oulgarry, who immediately began to fire from the 
entrenchment, with*fix field-pieces in barbette, and with fome aim, 
as the day had begun to dawn. The Enelith field-pieces, which 
were of the fame number and calibre, drew out of the village to 
anfwer them, and were fupported by a part of the line; whilft 
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the reft pafled on to gain the flank of the village of Oul- .- 


garry : when oppofite to it, divifions were detached to attack the en- 
clofures, which the enemy had lined with troops. In the mean time, 
‘the twoFrench companies, led by captain Myers, ftormed the advanced 
poft on the other fide of the road, and {eized four pieces of cannon 
which were there, on which the party ftationed with them retreated 
in much hurry to the main body at Oulgarry, who, difpirited by 


their rout, flackened.infenfibly the defence of the enclofures, and 


_ceafed 
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ceafed firing the field-pieces in the intrenchment acrofs the avenue. 
Major Smith perceived this wavering, fignified it to his troops; and 
put himfelf at the head of the grenadiers. Wherever he commanded, 
affection to the man con{pired with duty to the officer. The grena- 
diers rufhed on without firing, forced their way over the enclofures, 


ce. and fell amongft the enemy, dealing their arms with irrefiftible im- 
E ' - petuofity, MGreated by the difadvantages they had furmounted : all 
the reft entered at other parts, driving aoe enemy before them acrofs 
the road ; but thofe at the intrenchment had time to {pike up the can- 
s non, and then followed the reft, who were running towards a rifing 


hes ground on the other fide of the road, but farther ieee towards the 
bound- -hedge. The main body of the brigade took poffeffion of Oul- 
: garry, and were foon after joined by the divifion with captain Myers, 
which had killed fome, and brought prifoners. During this, a body of 
Europeans were defcried advancing directly towards Oe y, in the 
plain between this and theValdore avenue: their diftinétions could not 
A be perceived, and the fudden halt of the run-a-ways on the rifing 
; - ground rendered their appearance very fufpicious. Meflengers after 
meflengers were fent to difcover whether they were friends or foes, 

ey _ but none returned before Major William Gordon himfelf came, and 
4 gave an account that the rear divifion of Colonel Monfon’s brigade, 
BS ae he commanded, had feparated from the van amongft fie 
fand hills in the dark ; and had continued wandering Bat until 
Jaa they heard the fire of the attack at Oulgarry, to which he had 
a haftened to give affiftance ; but it was now too late; otherwife his 
error might have been retrieved by the important fervice of inter- 
cepting the regiments of Lorrain and Lally in the confufion of their 
flight out of Oulgarry, who, in this cafe, would in all probability 
have been deftroyed to a man: during his: report, {trong firing 

€ was heard at the Valdore redoubt.. j 
_ It was fome time before the van of Colonel Monfon’s i ae 
covered the feparation of the rear, which by turning wrong had 
S leading towards the plain ; ; and Colonel Monfon, 
; rejunction could not be made before the dawn 
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of day, which was the time deftined for the attack of the Waldore 


redoubt, judicioufly determined to rifque it with the van divifion of aera 


his brigade alone. They defiled out of the fand hill exaétly right, 
whilft it was fill dark, at an opening directly on a line with the 
weftern fide of the bound-hedge and the redoubt, up to which, the 
road, when near, leads: in a lane between two enclofures towards 


the flank of the redoubt. “Two field-pieces were in the front of © 


the line, followed by the grenadiers of the two regiments of Draper 
and Coote, after whom came the reft of the Europeans, and then 
the Sepoys of the divifion. Colonel Monfon knewt he ground, and 
intended that the line, inftead of advancing through the lane 
between the enclofures, fhould pafs through the enclofure on the 
right, which being a coco-nut garden, was furrounded by a ditch 
and hedge of little interruption ; and the ground within was not 
only firm, but free from underwood, and the trees themfelves have 
no branches. When paft the garden, they were to proceed ftraight 
on to the Valdore avenue, which was not far diftant, and, having 
crofled it, were to file down on the other fide, to gain the left flank 
of the Valdore redoubt; where, if not difcovered, they could not 
be expeéted, and the bound-hedge hereabouts was not fo ftrong as 
on the other fide. The redoubt had a dry ditch, with palifadoes at 
the bottom, and fix embrafures, of which the parapet was fraized. 
The grenadiers were to rufh on, and efcalade the redoubt without 
firing, whilft the reft of the line were, part to fupport them, and 
part to fpread along the bound-hedge, and to force their way through 
wherever they could find openings, or at leaft to continue the fire 
until they had driven away the enemy, who were expected to line 


and defend the other fide ; the two field-pieces were likewile to aflift 


in this fervice after the grenadiers had pafled them to the efcalade. 
The day had begun to dawn, when the head of the line arrived at 
the two enclofures, and Major Robert Gordon, who, excepting Mon- 
fon, only knew the courfe of march, and was to lead the grenadiers 
to the aflault, was not prefent : and the grenadiers, wanting orders, 


naturally entered the lane which lay before them. Officers were 


fent 
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fënt back to Colonel Monfon, A know what next they were to dov 
Monfon,-exafperated at this fecond mittake in the condu& of his 
brigade, ran forward to rectify it if poflible, or to put himfelf at the 
head. of the grenadiers, and lead the aflault. Juft as he reached 
them, the enemy difcovered the line which had got to the end of 
the lane, within a hundred yards of the redoubt, which in this fank 
had a twenty-four- pounder, double loaded with langrain. "T They 
fired it, and “its execution was terrible, killing eleven’ men, and 
wounding. 26; amonegft them Colonel Monfon fell, ftruck witha 
piece of iron, which broke both the bones of his leg. The grenadiers, 
inftead of being difmayed, or now hefitating’ for want of order, of 
their own motion,: rufhed to the efcalade; and the officers, of their 


own judgement, got the line as faft as they could out. of the ens- 


clofed way, .and led them to the hedge, when the attack’ and de~ 
fence-foon became general -and extenfive ; but : the .affault of the 
grenadiers {topped the firing of-the cannon from the redoubt, which 
otherwife would have continued to enfilade the troops attacking the 
hedge. “he grenadiers, although feverely galled by mufketry if om 
above and in flank, perfifted after feveral no pules; and at length 


- forced their way through the embrafures of ‘the redoubt,: when che 
troops within quitted it, and ran out of the gorge; on Which all ` 


defending the hedge abandoned their: pofts likewife, and the. whole 
hurried in diforder to gain the glacis of the town. 

The regiments of: Lorrain: ane Lally continued O minutes on 
the rifing ground, in as much uncertainty as-Major Smith’s brigade, 
who the troops of ‘Major William Gordon’s divifion might be; but 
remained firm until they heard the firing at the Valdore redoubt, 
when comprehending the whole difpofition of the. attack, they 
marched off in- hafte,. regained the avenue, and. retreated to the -re- 
doubt of Villenore. Major Smith immediately followed them with 
his brigade, preffing fo clofe on their rear, that they paffed through 
the winding of the- hedge, without Rapping to defend or Pe Ge 
the redoubt; this trepidation caught the guard, who, after dif 
charging the guns of their loads upon the peace as it was advanc- 


in g 
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ing to the poft, retired with the regiments to the glacis of the 
town. Major Smith immediately took poffeffion of the redoubts, i eat 
and was foon after joined by the Highlanders commanded by Major Eeit 
Scot, who belonging to Monfon’s attack had forced their way 
through the hedge between the Valdore and the Villenore redoubts. 
The battalion of India ftill continued at or about the Ariancopang 
redoubt, having entertained no notion of retreating ; but were de- 
terred from making any motion to fupport the other pofts, in ex- 
pectation of being attacked themfelves: this however did not happen; 
for the cavalry of the army under the command of Vaflerot, who 
were intended to make a feint attack upon this quarter, when the 
other two fhould commence, did not appear upon their ground until 
all was finifhed. ‘There was a {mall opening in the hedge about a 
quarter of a mile from the Villenore redoubt, where a retrench- 
ment had been thrown up, and the battalion of India kept a guard, 


who abandoned it on the appearance of a party which Major Smith 
detached along the infide-of the hedge to attack them in the rear. 


67 I 
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The total lofs fuftained in the two attacks, were 115 Europeans. 
killed and wounded, which fell nearly equal in both brigades, but 
in Monfon’s heavieft amongft the grenadiers, of whom, befides rank 
and file, a lieutenant and an enfign were killed. “The Sepoys fuffered 
much lefs, having been very little expofed. The French lofs was 
not. known ; but they fuffered moft at the attacks of Oulgarry, where 
fome were likewife made prifoners. 
The Bombay detachment of 350 men were ftationed to guard 
the three pofts in the hedge, and the body of the army affembled 
and encamped in the paddy-fields to the left of Oulgarry. The 
fituation was ill chofen, being commanded by higher grounds, 
and liable to be {wamped on the firft rain; but the talents of Major 
Robert Gordon were inadequate to the general command, which 
devolved on him by the incapacity to which Colonel Monfon was 
reduced by his wound. Major Jofeph Smith advifed that the 
whole of the Company’s battalion, tooo men, fhould remain in 
the village of Oulgarry to cover the three pofts in the hedge; 


and that their gorges, which were open, fhould be retrenched, 
2 Vox. Il. . 4R 


without 


) CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


i 


672. 


1760. 
Vasey) 
September. 


Tur WAR or COROMANDEL. Book XUL 


without delay, and fufficient day remained. to accomplith the 
work ; but Robert Gordon, from the falfe fhame of ignorance, would 
not {ee the neceflity : and in the enfuing night, the enemy made a 
vigorous attack on all the three pofts, which they would have car- 
ried, had not the guards,defended them, as dearly purchafed, with 
the utmoft refolution, until reinforced by the picquets from the camp, 
when the enemy retreated. Seventeen or eighteen Europeans of the 
Bombay detachment were killed in this defence; the enemy’s lofs 
was not known, but could not be lefs. Had they attacked with 
their whole force, the redoubt would have been retaken, for the 


fide towards the town, and the main body of the army, exhautte: 
with fatigue, and dead. with fleep, were at too great a diftance to 
have come up in time to fhare the conteft. 


Two days after, the battalion of India retreated from their ftations: 


at the hedge near the Ariancopang redoubt ; but the ufual guard 
continued in the redoubt, and the ufual garrifon in the fort of Ari- 
ancopang on the other fide of the river. But the enemy receiving 
intelligence that preparations were making in the camp to attack the 
fort, the garrifon evacuated it on the 13th at noon, and as they 
were going off {prung amine, which blew up the baftion to the 
ealt with part of the rampart, and laid the body of the place open. 
They retreated to the glacis of the town, where the main: body of 
the army lay encamped, and had been reinforced by the arrival of 
feveral {mall efcorts with provifions, which the removal of the 
Englifh army from Perimbé had encouraged to venture round the 
Red Hill; the guard ftll continued at the zedoubt of Ariancopang. 
The troops which Mahomed Iffoof appointed to attack the diftricts 
of Dindigul from Madura, were 300 horfe, 1500 Sepoys, and 3000. 


_ Peons; but as moft of them had firt to march from ‘Tinnivelly,, 


%t was the middle of July before they commenced hoftilities, when 
pang by Sholavanden, they reduced feveral {mall pofts, command- 
mg defiles, but weakly garrifoned, until they arrived at a more con- 
fiderable fort, called Battal Gunta, 12 miles to the s. £.. of Dindigul, 


which made more refiftance ; and the troops of Madura having only 
{mall 
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{mall guns, with much difficulty made a kind of breach, which 
they ftormed, and carried on the firft day of Augu& ; and imine- oai 
diately began to repair and add better works, but had not compleated ai 
them before the troops of Dindigul were reinforced from Mytore, 
and taking the field encamped “erithivn fight of Battal Gunta, 3 in 
which thé troops of Madura had kept a Bay but the main body 
lay without the walls. 

The equipment and departure of the troops which accompanied 
the Nabob into the Carnatic, and the fubfequent affiftances fent to 
Karical, had left the government and garrifon of Tritchinopoly fo 
bare of men, money, and ftores, that Captain R. Smith could not 
undertake the expedition he had- propofed againft the Myforeans, 
until all thefe wants were fupplied, which depended intirely on his 
own refources, for although the Prefidency and Colonel Coote ap- 
proved and recommended to him the moft ative exertions againft 
the Myfore territory, he received no afliftance either of money from 
the one nor of troops from the other; fo that the preparations ne- 
ceflary for the expedition prevented him from taking the field until 
the 6th of Auguft. His force was 50 Europeans, with two guns, 
and four cohorns, 700 Sepoys from the garrifon of Tritchinopoly ; — 
600 horfe, and 1000 peons armed with match-locks, moftly fent by 
‘Tondiman, a few belonging to the Nabob, the reft to Tanjore ; and 
3000 colleries from the neighbouring Polygars, who were content 
to ferve on very flight ftipend, in expectation of ample plunder in the 
fertile diftriéts they were going to invade. This army proceeded along 
the fouthern bank of the Caveri, and on the 13th came before Pudi- 
cotah, a mud fort, fituated on the bank of this river, about 40 miles 
to the weft of Tritchinopoly, which, with other diftritts, the Nabob 
had ceded to the Myforeans, when his allies, in the war of 1753: 

On their arrival, a report prevailed, that a large body of troops 
were marching from Seringapatam to Caroor. The garrifon at 
Pudicotah, converting this news into hourly expectation of relief, 
ftood on the defenfive, and having three guns, obliged Captain 
Smith to raife a battery, which, having” nothing but field-pieces 
to mount, would not have foon produced much efet: but, by 
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$ ches time the battery opened, the garrifon had lavifhed away all 
their pos wder, and capitulated. The lofs fuftained in the attack 
was only three men wounded. The next day Captain Smith, with 
400 of Sepoys, and two Cohorns, pafled the Caveri to reduce Iloor, 
a fort fituated on the other bank, ten miles beyond Pudicotah; 
5 but the garrifon evacuated it on his appearance. -From hence he 
marched againft Caroor, the principal object of his expedition. 
_ Caroor is fituated 50 miles weft of Tritchinopoly, and ftands on a 
ip plain five miles to the fouth of the Caveri, but near another river, 
= which fall into the Caveri at that diftance to the north. The river of 
_-.. ___ Caroor was the ancient boundary between the dominions of Tritchi- 
ny 2: 4, nopoly and Myfore; and this conterminal fituation, under the fe- 
scurry of a ftrong fort, and its rule over a rich and extenfive diftri&, 
had formerly rendered it a place of great mercantile refort and opu- 
; lence, and it {till continued populous with {ome wealthy inhabitants. 
= = The river continues at the diftance of 800 yards oppofite to the 
ieee fide of the fort, and 1000 yards beyond, turns fhort, and ftrikes 
re&ly eaft: along this part, after the turning, and clofe to the bank, 
iia ds the pettah, which likewife has the other courfe of the river 
Boake the fouth fide; but not fo near; the extent of the pettah along 
+ iiti: the river, from fouth to north, is 1000 yards, and recedes from it 
about go o, fo that the efplanade between the pettah and the fort is 
500 yards acrofs. This ground is interfe&ted by two water-courfes 
ed from the river to the fouth, one of which pafles clofe to the 
weft ide ofthe  pettah, and turns along the north-fide until it rejoins 
i the river the eaft, and thus ferves as a ditch on the w. and N; the 
. t er wate r-COU rfe lies midway between the fort and the pettah, and 
PUE ches t to ‘the north much farther out into the plain. The whole 
of the Reh is peod by a mud wall with towers, but of little 


Séh 


curtain, and baftions at the four angles, 
a cavalier, or round tower of {olid ma- 


h ighe than the baftion. The whole fort 


with 


‘one, and is Bet a {quare of 600 yards. It- 


of which the counter{carp is faceds 
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with ftone; and on the other fide is lined by the foot of the ARN l 


wall of the curtain, without berm or fauflebraye ; excepting along ` 
that part of the rampart, which extends from the left of the great 
gateway in the middle of the eaftern fide to the baftion in the x. E. 
angle, and round it: half-way along the northern wall; in which 
extent a flip of dry ground, 20 yards broad on the eaftern fide, 
and 40 on the northern, is left as a place of arms, and fkirted with 
a parapet wall, with -loop-holes for mufketry ; and round this wall. 
the ditch, leaving the body of the fort, continues. There was no 
glacis, but a clear efplanade of 400 yards round. The garrifon 
confifted of 800 horfe, 1000 Sepoys, 1000 matchlock-men, and 
a great multitude of colleries which had been drawn from the 
hills towards Dindigul. Moft of thefe troops were aflembled in 
the pettah, and manned the walls on the appearance of Captain 
Smith’s detachmeht, which came in fight on the 17th, in the morn- 
ing, approaching from the eaftward: the river, although it had no 
where more than three feet water, was three hundred yards in 
breadth. igi 

The neceffity of preferving the communication with Tritchinopoly: 
required that the army fhould command the river during the at- 
tack of the fort; which if advancing from a different point of fup- 


1760. 
LS 
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port, they might have attacked outright at once on the weftern face; - 


and as the pofleflion of the pettah would beft fecure the river, Cap- 
tain Smith prudently made this his firt obje&t. If the pettah were 
attacked on the eaftern fide, the river was to be pafled under the fire 
of this front: if on the north or fouth, the attack would be ex- 
pofed to the additional fire in flant or flank from the fort; which 
outvailed the paflage of the river, as the ground on the eaftern 
fhore was higher than the eaftern face of the pettah, which de- 
fended the paffage. Accordingly the attack was made on this 
fide. ‘The field- pieces were pofted in the higher ground. ‘The troops 
were formed into three divifions. The cavalry compofed the left ; 
the auxiliary foot the right; the Sepoys and Europeans the center. 
All entered the river in this order, fupported by a brifk fire from the 


artillery. The enemy feemed difpofed to difpute the paflage, and | 


from 
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from the rampart of the pettah kept up a conftant but ill-directed fire 
against the center divifion ; but the cannon-fhot penetrating through 
their parapet did much execution, and feeing the columns to the 
right and left far advanced in the bed of the river, they became ap- 
prehenfive that their retreat to the fort might be expofcd to thefe 
bodies .of horfe and foot.on each hand; and abandoned the defence, 
returning to the fort. before either of the columns had crofed the 
river; but they had killed and wounded foine Sepoys in the pafiage. 
The plunder was given up to the troops without referve ; but they 
found little of any value, -excepting grain, of which the whole crop 
of the country was in the town, but no merchants to buy it, nor had 
the troops means to fend it away. The ftrength of the fort, and 
the fmall number of Europeans with Captain Smith, on whom, 
nevertheleis, the fuccefs of the attack muft depend, determined 
him to proceed with all the caution neceffary to their prefervation, 
‘by opening trenches; and more artillery was ordered from 'Tritchi- 


_nopoly. The convenience of the pettah determined the point of 


attack againft the fouth-eaft baftion, and as ufual again{t its fa- 
dient angle: the efplanade in this line was interrupted about half 
way between the pettah and the ditch by fome ftraw huts, to which 
the-enemy had fet fire, but left the mud-walls ftanding. The next 
morning, which was the 2oth, a party of Sepoys were pofted there, 
but a ftrong fally of horfe and foot obliged them to retire, and the 
enemy remained in the poft: the field pieces advanced, and drove 
them from it, and it was again taken poffeffion of by the Sepoys : 
in a few hours the enemy made a fecond attempt, but were beaten 
off with lofs. “The fituation being exaétly proper for the breaching- 
battery, an entrenchment was thrown round it, and a trench of 
communication continued to it from the pettah, to preferve the 
troops from the fire of the fort, which was inceflant, as well from 
their cannon as {mall arms.’ On the 2 3d the artillery with much 
difpatch arrived from ‘Tritchinopoly ; they were one eighteen- 
pounder; two field twelve-pounders, one cight, and one nine-inch 
mortar, with five cohorns; and by the next morning the breaching- 
battery was compleated, and another in the rear to the right, to en- 
- filade 
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filade the fouth curtain with ricochet. Both opened at fun-rife, 
the breaching with fix guns, the mortars and cohorns; the ricochet 
with two field-pieces ; the fort returned with firmnefs, and with 
much vivacity, and the advantage of a crofs fire from the s. w. baf- 


tion and cavalier on the left, and from the mafs of mafonry of the - 


gateway on the right. On the 26th the approaches were carried 
on to within forty yards of the ditch, when the fire of the enemy's 
mufquetry growing ftrong and fure, Captain Smith ordered the re- 
mainder of the trenches to be conduéted by double fap, which is- 
with earth and gabions on each fide. ‘The {mall number of Euro- 
peans in the detachment, with the inexperience of moft of them in 
carrying on trenches, and the continual fire of the fort by night, as- 
well as by day, rendered the progrefs of the double fap extreme- 
ly tedious, infomuch, that feven days were employed in carrying 
it, although not more than 200 yards of work, to embrace the 
angle of the counterfcarp, and to {pring a mine, which blew it 
into the ditch. È ; 

It was perhaps the firft time that the Myforeans had ever feen an 
enemy advancing under cover’to the foot of their walls, and notwith- 
ftanding the novelty of the attack, they fufpected,. which was true,- 
that the fort might be entered by the fame means ; this apprehenfion, ; 
with the ruin that had been committed in a large trat of country 
round Caroor by the matchlock-men and horfe of Tondiman and 
Tanjore, and the whole body of colleries, who had every day been 
making excurfions, prompted the governor to propofe terms for the 
ceffation of hoftilities. He began by difavowing any participation: 
of the King with the body of troops which had joined the French. 
in the Carnatic, and declared Hyder Ally, whom he filed a rebel, 
the author of that alliance and expedition; in confequence, he 
wanted a temporary and conditional furrender. Several meflages 
paffed, in the intervals of which the attack and defence was re-i 
newed ; at length the eighteen-pounder, the only piece of effectual 
battery, burft, and the breach was not yet pra€ticable, which in- 
duced Captain Smith to agree to the following conditions: “< ‘That 
* an Englith’ ferjeant, and fixty Sepoys, fhould immediately be put 

2 ; ‘Cin 
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-p fon. -of the baftion attacked, and the Enghith colours 
ifted in in the fort. "That the Englith army- fhould remain in the 
tah, or.any where elfe out of the fort, keeping guards at the 
‘4  counterfear p of the ditch, for twenty days ; during saliai if no 
! eer orders arrived from Madrafs to deliver the fort again to the gover- 
a “ ‘nor, it was to be evacuated by-the garrifon, who, in confideration 
ke of theit gallant defence, were to carry away their arms-and hortes ; 
E but all provifions and ftores belonging to the government of 
« Myfore were to be left in the fort. Ifin this interval an army ap- 
ag * proached from My{ore, the garrifon were in like manner to evacuate 
«c the fort to the Englifh troops: four hoftages were to be given by 
` the garrifon, until the conditions were u! {timately decided, and an 
e European deferter was to be furrendered.” This EnA was 
pgi figned on the 2d of September, and the Englifh Sepoys immediately 
43 ah Took poffeflion of the baftion attacked. 
A i l Captain Smith in his interview with Boniapah, the governor of 
: ‘the fort, was convinced that the king of Myfore had no concert in 
the affiftance which Hyder Ally had {ent to the government of Pon- 
dicherry ; and Boniapah having no doubt from the articles of capi- 
tulation that Caroor would -be reftored to the king, proferred to 
= withdraw the gartifon to Namcull, a fort 20 miles to the north, and 
ava there wait the orders of Seriigapatam, and Fort St. Geor ge; to which 
Captain Smith confented under the reftriion, that none of the 
_ garrifon fhould act againtt the Englith until the fate of Caroor was 
~ determined at Fort St. George. Accordingly all the Myfore troops 
evacuated the place the fame day. The acquifition was s valuable and 


wali pore ale refentment of the minift: y of My- 
aft -Hyder Ally, as the author of the lofs. : 

es had continued in this interval betwcen the Myforeans of 
Hr troops of Madura. - The Myforeans continued the 
1 nta a for fix he and pee driven < ayy the troops 


Heth men bad been killed and wounded ; and 
of 
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of the Peons 50 wounded, and 40, with an officer of note, killed. The. 
Madura troops retired to a fort three miles diftant, called Gadamcotah, 
one of thofe which they had taken from the Myforeans: and were there 
joined by a reinforcement from Madura, which had marched to relieve 
Battle Gunta, but came too late; this addition rendered the whole 
body equal to the Myforeans, againft whom they marched, beat up 
their camp, took their artillery, recovered poffeffion of Battle Gunta, 
and advanced to reduce the other pofts towards Dindigul 

The capitulation of Caroor arrived at Madrafs on the 4 3th of Septem- 
ber. On the fame day intelligence was received from Captain Prefton, 
that the body of Myforeans, which had continued with the French 
troops at Gingee, had moved from thence with all their baggage ; 
and on the 11th the French troops followed, both proceeding in the 


road to Thiagar. ‘The prefidency were by this time convinced that - 


the king of Myfore and Hyder Ally were at utter variance; but 
confidered, that either they might reconcile their differences, or that 
Hyder, as was moft probable, would predominate ; and in either of 
thefe cafes, other fchemes might be formed by the Myfore ftate to 
balance, as formerly, the conteft between the two European nations, 
againit which Caroor in their own hands would be the beft indemnity. 
They therefore ordered Captain Smith to keep pofleftion, fill with 
profeflion of amity to the king, but neither to give any affiftance, 
nor oppofe any force which the king might fend againit Hyder 
Ally, but rather to employ his detachment fence againtt the 
troops of Hyder Ally, if the opportunity fhould occur. í 

Colonel Coote was not embarked for Bengal, when the news af 
the fuccefs againft the bound-hedge arrived at Madrafs, and with it 
Colonel Monfon reprefented the incapacity in which he was likely 
to remain for feveral months of acting m the field, and requefted 
that Colonel Coote might refume the command of the army. 
The Prefidency feconding the requeft, he confented, and ar- 
rived in the camp on the night of the 2oth; where he found 
the army in the greateft difcontent, efpecially the black troops, for 
the want of provitions, owing to the avarice, of the renters appointed 


-by the Nabob in the conquered countries, wl 10, forefeet ing that the 


Vo. Il. 4 S price 


.CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


67 


1760. 


ee 
September. : 


. Tue War OF COROMANDEL, Book XII. 


; Sik ENR prevailed, and with the wounded there were 600 
Europeans i in the hofpital. 

The next day Colonel Coote caufed the gorges of the redoubts in 
He bound-hedge to be fortified, and fixed pofts in proper ftations in 
the higher ground round the camp: from whence on the 2 3d, a 


my which ftood half a mile from the fea,.and at the diftance of a 
mile dire&tly oppofite to the Madrafs redoubt in the north fide of 
the bound-hedge. Here they were to remain, and raife a large re- 
doubt on the table of the hill, capable of containing five hundred 
men. On the 27th in the forenoon, Colonel Coote advanced, 


black horfe, towards the Ariancopang redoubt, at which the 


guard took panic, and firing off the guns before the. party: were’. 


within point-blank-fhot, abandoned the poft, of which Colonel 
Coote took poffeffion, and leaving the Sepoys in it, returned in 
the afternoon with workmen to retrench the gorge; on whofe 
: l ‘appearance the town cannonaded and threw fhells, but without 
effet, and the gorge was compleated the next night. Early in the 

ae morning of the 29th, 400 of the enemy’s Europeans, with two 
i Š feld-pieces, marched from the glacis to recover the redoubt, and 
made various attempts, in all of which they were repulfed, until 
they perceived two companies of Sepoys marching on their right 
to gain their rear, whom Colonel Coote, who was always early 
abroad, had fent from the Waldore redoubt;* on which the. 
_ enemy retreated, but as they were going off received the fire of the 
es who were themfelves expofed to a ftrong, but diftant fire 
from the town. The enemy had two officers and {even private killed, 
ind the adjutant of the Lorrain regiment with 18 wounded. None 
the redoubt, | and only one Sepoy in the plain. 
af were es to be we ioe in future, as fuffi- 


price of grain would rife, fuffered none to be brought to the camp.. 


ek of 200 rank and file, with the company of pioneers, . 
reat number of cooleys and carpenters, marched to a hillock of | 


_ with his ufual efcort of three companies of: Sepoys, . and 300 © 


beer. 
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been unneceffarily expofed to the fire of thot and thells, which oa 
tinued and reached from the town. Gut i 
In that part of the limits, which is immediately behind the 
drafs redoubt, was a regular village of feveral ftreets, ‘callec hae 
its intention, the Blancherie, in which all the cloths purchafed for 
the French company at Pondicherry were bleached, and warehoufes 
were built in the village to receive them. As thefe buildings would x 
not only afford fhelter but convenience to the Englith troops, the a 
enemy refolved to deftroy them, and to ftrengthen the Madrafs re- _ AA 
doubt, with the ground about it. They began to demolifh on the . 
3oth of September, of which Colonel Coote received intelligence, and 
faw the intention. He went the next day, with his ufual efcort of meee 
Sepoys and black horfe, as if he only meant to review the progrefs 
of the redoubt he had ordered to be raifed to the north of the 
hedge, in which Major Jofeph Smith commanded for the week. 
After dinner, both officers mounted their horfes, and proceeded 
with the efcort along the ftrand of the fea, towards the limits 
of Pondicherry, as if they only meant to reconnoitre. The bound- a 
hedge ceafeth at fome diftance from the water-mark, and left an ~ f 
opening on the fand, which the enemy ° ‘had neglected to clofe or h 
obftru&. As foon as near this opening, Colonel Coote ordered the 
Sepoys to formi in three parties, and the horfe to divide equally: -with Te E 
them; but the Sepoys having entertained no fufpicion that they 
were led to fuch an attack, Medics on which he ordered the horfe . 
to cut down whoever refufed to advance, or attempted to run away 3 oO 
and the Sepoys, ahamed of their backwardnefs, recovered thei > * pie 
ipirit. ‘Pwo of the divifions went off to the right, one to force nE 
through the bound-hedge, 500 yards beyond the Madrafs redoubt 
on its left, the other to attack the mada ith pc Cole 


path, and gan eae ‘rear .of Fe eae pe all He thi wee attac! 
to be made at the-fame time. “There were fome a Je: 
-cannon in the redoubt, and feveral guards of | phew along t 
of the hedge; all. of which kept u up a catia bea, toc 
a ERNE whilft the two parties fent to the ere 
452 fie 
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`- to the ground oppofite their refpective attacks. All bore down 
properly as it had been concerted. Colonel Coote’s attack 
eafily pufhed round, and that on the right through the hedge; 
mney as foon as within both advanced, driving ae guards before 
them, to gain the rear of the redoubt, againft which the divifion 
which attacked it had not fucceeded, having more difficulties and 
refiftance to encounter; but as foon as the ad faw the danger 
approaching from either hand within the hedge, they abandoned the 
redoubt, and retreated haftily into the Arioni of the bleaching 
town, which ftood within 200 yards inclofed with a high wall. Five 
Sepoys were killed, and the fame number wounded in the different 
attacks. All the three companies, with an Enfign, were left at the 
redoubt; Colonel Coote and Major Smith returned, the Major to his 
pott, the Colonel to the camp, from whence he {ent off a party of pio- 
neers with gabions and fafcines under the command of Enfign Mac- 
mahon, to clofe and retrench the gorge of the redoubt; but they 
were firft to proceed to Major Smith’s poft, from whence they 
were to be accompanied by a detachment of European foldiers : but 
Macmahon, miftaking his orders, did not call for this neceflary 
reinforcement. In war more than in all the other occupations of 
man, neglect rarely fails to bring on its own punifhment. 

At midnight, whilft the pioneers were at work, they were fud- 
denly attacked by 400 Europeans, and 600 Sopays, detached from — 
thetown. The Enfign, a Dane, who commanded the Sepoys in 
the redoubt, abandoned it on the firt onfet, in which Enf igu 

Poe Macmahon was killed; and the pioneers, furprized and defencelefs, 
efcaped as they could; what Sepoys were within the redoubt 
jumped out; but the greateft part, who were ftationed round, en- 

couraged by a Subahdar named Coven Naig, kept with him, and 
gained the plain at fome diftance without fright, where they formed, 

“under ee fasain, and followed him to recover the poft. Tey 

, bi he outfide of the rampart, gained footing on the infide, 

tinued a hot fire on the area below, efpecially 
>» The enemy imputed this refolution to 
than they expected, and than tally, were at 

5 the 
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the poft, and in this fuppofition retreated to the bleachine-houfe. 

Soon after came up a ftrong party of Europeans detached on the fir 

firing by Major Smith from his poft to the north. In the different 

aio from the firft affault, three private Europeans, befides enfign 
Macmahon, were killed, and 30 Sepoys killed and wounded. The 
enemy the next morning erected a battery of four pieces of cannon 
at the end of a lane, which joined the ftreet of the Blancherie, lead- 
ing as well as that in a ftraight line to the rear of the redoubt, on 
which they continued firing two days without killing any of the 
guard, and then having other occupations they defifted ; fome muf- 
ketry ftill continued in the bleaching houfe, but were driven out the 
next day, and abandoned the village. 

The acquifition of the Madrafs redoubt compleated the entire poffef- 
fion of the bound-hedge from the fea-fhore to the north, as far as 
the river of Ariancopang to the s..£.; and turned againft the town, 
with every advantage, the line of circumvallation intended for its 
defence. But the ground to the fouth along the courfe of the river, 
from the redoubt of Ariancopang to the fea, was ftill open, and the 
river {preading over fheets of fand, which were often dry, was at all. 
times, excepting in the rainy feafon, fordable;. and to fecure the 
paflage, Mr. Lally had fome months before eretted a redoubt which- 
he called St.’ Thomas in a fmall ifland of fand in the river, oppofite 
to the center of this face of the town, and about 500 yards from the 
walls. ‘The rains were now approaching, and the redoubt, if im- 
mediately taken poffeffion of, could not be maintained by the Engki 
army after the river fhould fill, and as es overflow the commiuys 
for which reafon Colonel Coote deferred the reducinon cf I wnk 
the rains were paffed. In the mean time cions wem Sai Gp Ge 
apprehended to. bring provifions into the towa; Sr e Eedi 
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troops, which had followed the left dmmom ef the Myte te 
Thiagar, continued there; and although the mair body af the 
Myforeans had left Thiagar, ne inteligese= wa s ver received of their 


departure to their own country. 
>} 


The French force which had manched to’ Thiagar, was 400 
European foot, 250 Europeam borie, and roco Sepoys. 
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ay of obfervation, under the command of Captain 
- Prefton, was not equal to an open encounter with this force; he, 
~ however, with his ufual activity, determined to give them all the 
` interruption in his power, and ordered Captain Martin, who, with 
: the free company of 50 Frenchmen, was abroad with the Polygar of 

` Ventivalum: in the hills to the fouth of Gingee, to hang i in the rear 
_. of the enemy’s march ; and moved himfelf with the main body of his 


4 . divifion from Ratlagrammon, to watch their motions at Vicravandi, 
a left they fhould turn, and lay wafte the recovered diftri&ts between 
4 , this place and Verdachilum. Martin knowing the country, and ufing 


$ è the night, picked up twelve Europeans of the-French troops. They 
. reached the Panar juft as it was {welled bya fudden fiood; and per- 


; = fitting never thelefs to crofs it, fome of them were carried awa ay and 
s . drowned. in the ftream, which the Myforeans had paffed with eafe 
Eoee - before the frefhes came down. As foon as Prefton was arrived at 
ae. 


- Vicravandi, “the garrifon remaining at Gingee marched and affàult- 
. ed Ratlagrammon, in which had been left. only two companies of 
- Sepoys, who ‘defended the poft with refolution, and obliged the 
3 s „enemy to retire, after they had loft fourteen Europeans killed j in the 
—. : attack, and leaving an officer and three wounded, who were made 
¥ s _prifoners. Prefton receiving intelligence, that the.French troops and 
i -the Myforeans were affembled at Thiagar, returned from Micra 
E. -vandi to Raltagrammon, left-they 'fhould return fuddenly during 
a “his abfence, and attempt to move to Pondicherry with the. convoy of 
- -< bullocks which Kill continued at Gingee. 

fy “By this time the prefidency eee the .caufe of the departure of 
- the laft body of Myforeans from Gingee to Thiagar, but were not 
rae -è able to account for the march of the French ‘troops fo far to 
TEA the weftward, at a time when their utmoft efforts became every day 
more neceflany to efcort the provifions they had collected, into Pon- 


ee SS i i 


; spinning of the year; , Balagerow, the general and regent of 
caer oie of 8000 horfe, and the fame number of 
ea ‘the ee ae of an officer. of fervice, 

Seaton -named 
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named -Vizvazypunt, which crofled the Kriftna in the month of r 
February, and advancing to the fouthward ftopped frequently fo" < 
exact contributions from forts and ftrong-holds in the way; feveral 
of which, on denial, they took. In the beginning of June they 
halted and encamped at Chinabalabaram, on the confines of Myfore 
to the N. E. and not far from the hills to-the N. w. of the Carnatic, - 
from whence Vizvazypunt fent letters, fignifying expectations of ~ 
money, but profering affiftance to the Nabob Mahomed Ally; and - 
others to the king of Myfore, demanding with more authority - 
the arrears of the chout, or tribute, to which the Morattoe nation 
pretends a right from all the countries in the peninfula. At this 
time Hyder Ally, at Seringapatam, the capital of Myfore, had, as 
if in difguft, refigned his employments of general and minifter: he . * gee 
had fome time-before concluded his treaty with M. Lally, and fent _ E ie ; 
off the body of 4000 Myforeans, which came to Pondicherry under {i 
the command of his brother-in-law Mu&toon Saheb ; relying on this - 
alliance, and his own courage, he was fo.aflured of his importance - 
and fafety, that he abided at a town within three miles of Seringa- + 
patam, with all his family of women, attended only by 300 horfe- - 
men, who were of proved fidelity and refolution. Agents accompanied 
the letters of Vizvazypunt, with whom the king concerted, that vate i 
their:mafter fhould move with his army to Seringapatam, as if to 
haften by intimidation the levy of-a large contribution, which the | 
king had privately confented to pay. Hyder Ally fuppofed, that - 
their approach would reinftate him im the command of the king’s -> 
forces to oppoie them, and difcovered when near, that the Morat- - 
toes had engaged to-feize his perfon ; on which he mounted in the : 2 
dead of night, accompanied by fome of his horfemen, and left his: ` os 
whole family behind. Some Morattoes followed them, whom he = . 
out-{tripped, and the next day arrived at Bangalore, a ftrong city ` 
60 miles to the north of Seringapatam. -Being the bringer of his 
own errand, he had time, and found means to engage fome of the BE Caner 
officers, who prevailed on the reft to declare they would abide Ror Oe . 
his fortunes; and in confequence they {hut the gates. -From thi rote 
retreat he immediately fent orders to his brother-in-law, to quit the 


i Carnatic aan 
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with all the troops under his command, and to march, 
aia 1e Morattoes, to Bengalore. Muétoon Saheb had received 
the letters, when he moved from Pondicherry on the 16th of Au- 
y golt; mit concluding Hyder Ally to be in fafety for a while at Ben- 
galore, and believing eitker that a reconciliation would take place 
‘between him and the King, after the retreat of the Morattoes; or 
etherwife, that Hyder Ally might think it moft expedient to come 
himfelf, and join the French, for the fake of the ceffions ftipulated 
in the treaty; he determined, although not to return to Pondicherry, 
to continue in the Carnatic, and in confequence employed, as we 
i have feen, his troops againft Trinomaly, and other places in that part 
i id of the country, until he received, in the beginning of September, far- 
5. ther intelligence from Hyder Ally, which left no alternative to his de- 
parture; on which he recalled the 800 horfe which were at Gingee, and 

: without folicitation, with an integrity rare in the politics of India, 


ae E requefted the French force to accompany them in order to receive 
x a back the poffeffion of the fort of Thiagar, which he without ftipula- 
Bas: tion tendered of his own accord. On their arrival there on the 
p #8 I 3th of September, he fulfilled his word, claiming only on oc- 
bo sat . a cafion their future affiftance, and three days after marched away 
eS with his whole force to join his brother. The French left 200 Eu- 
pe ; = i ropean foot, and five compånies of Sepoys in Thiagar, and the reft, 

i. $ e the fame number of foot, 150 European horfe, and three com- 


anies of Sepoys, returned to Gingee. 
dane: reftitution of Thiagar, and the departure of the Myfore troops 
rt the province, confirmed the veracity of the king’s difavowal 
ofany participation in that expedition, and the Prefidency repeated 
heir orders to Captain Smith and the troops of Madura to ceafe hof- 
t Eiaa the Myfore diftricts. Previous to the receipt of thefe or- 
Jer: Capt tain Smith had fent a detachment from Caroor, againft a 
sotah, different from that he had taken in his < ap- 
s nine miles to the N. E. of Caroor on the fouth 
The : aes or acu it on the ng of 
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the. revenues of the country reduced exceeded . 300,000! rupees: : 
year,.the devaftation of the auxiliary horfe and foot es a 
be reftrained, left no contributions to raife. Captain Smith, there- 
fore, returned withia part of his command: to e 

on. the way. fent off a detachment to reinftate two pole 
had been driven out!of their pollams by the troops of Dindigul, aiea 
whom the detachment met no refiftance, as the governor of Dindigul 
had received orders, in confequence of the capitulation of Caroor, to 
ceafe hoftilities againft the pofleffions of the Nabob. By this time the 
troops of Madura had: taken five other forts between Batal Gunta 
and Dindigul,.in all feven, and continued to keep pofleffion of thera 
until farther orders, encamping. their main. body at Batal Gunta, è 
and keeping flight guards in the others. Captain Smith arrived i in 
the beginning. aa October at. Madrafs, to give an. account of his ex- 
pedition, and the flate of the conquered. country 5 and foon after if 
turned to his command in Tritchinopoly. 

_ As {oon as it was afcertained that the Myforeans had cee 
prov ince, Colonel Coote, to fave the heavy expence of the black ca- 
valry, difcharged 500 of them, moftly thofe brought by Vee 
Khan, which. redhead the number to ĉoo, of which gooi were with 
Prefton, and the reft with himfelf in the camp. A party, with fo ome 
bullocks, advancing from Gingee, arrived on the 2d of O&ober at 
Malamoodi, a PE twelve miles from Pondicherry between the 
river of Ariancopang and the Panai, intending to puf. into, KIN E ee 
town in the night under the proteđtion of St. Thomas pee aes 
On intelligence of their approach, Colonel Coote detached 2 he 
cavalry in ihe camp, which, befides the black, were one of th 
troops of Europeans, to he in their way: of whi ch he p ! 
intelhgencay and leaving thats bullocks retreated oa 


Kai were taken by fome black Rade Pau eae 
Prefton had detached to harrafs the party from Ratal 

The army had hitherto continued ; on. the gr Ov 
garry and the river of Ariancopang 5 wh ere t 
mediately after the fuccefs of the bound hedge. T 
Vo U, 
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severftowed in the rainy feafon, of which the figns encreafed every 
day; and on the 6th the whole army marched off by the left, and 
encamped on the ridge of the Red-hill, a mile and half nearer the 
bound-hedge than their firft encampment at Perimbé, but to the left 
of that ground. The heighth and fandy foil of this fituation 
drained and dried the wet as faft as it fell, and fecured at leaft the ` 
troops from this inclemency under foot, and large caferns of mat 
and bamboo were built to fhelter them from the other. 

At one the next morning, firing of cannon and mufketry was 
heard in the road of Pondicherry. Befides fmaller craft, three 
French fhips, the Hermione, the Baleine, and the Compagnie des 
Indes were at anchor before the town, as near the furf as prudence 
permitted, and under the command of 100 guns, mounted along the 
works on this fide, and the ftrand, to proteét the road. Thefe {hips 
were intended to. wait until the ftormy weather, and then fail to ports 
to the fouthward, and return with provifions, of which the preven- 
tion would in that feafon become precarious, even fhould the Eng- 
hith {quadron be able to continue in fight of Pondicherry. Mr. Ste- 
vens had for fome time determined to cut them out of the road. His 
{quadron always continued at anchor before Cuddalore. A fortnight 
before the prefent, a night had been fixed; but the fhips beginning 
to hoift out their boats before it-was dark, they were perceived by 
tele{copes from Pondicherry; and men were immediately {ent from the 
fhore to reinforce the French fhips ; which was likewife difcovered by 
the fquadron, and obliged Mr. Stevens to defer the defign, until the 
enemy's fufpicions fhould have ceafed. In the mean time the Tyger 
of 60 guns was fent to continue near Pondicherry, and anchored a 
little to the fouth, two miles from the fhore. On the night of the 
6th, the enterprize was refumed. The boats, fix and twenty, were 
l hoifted out after dark, and manned with 400 failors, moftly volun- 
teers, ae failed to the aes where all aflembled at 12. Soon aioe 


fet ee ae fie ee The sats ee in two divi- 
ed to the Hermione, the other to the next fhip, the 
Baleine ; 
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Baleine ; the attack of: the Compagnie des Indes was to depend on 
the fuccefs of thefe. ‘To prevent deviation, the boats of each divi- SDT? 
fion moved in a line, holding to one other by ropes. The niches 
of the oars were covered with frefh fheep-fkin, to prevent creaking. 
The watch-word by which the men were to know one another in 
the attack, was Cathchart, a found which few Frenchmen can pro- 
nounce. It lightned continually, as ufual in the nights before the 
change of the monfoon; neverthelefs, the divifion to the Hermione 
got within piftol-fhot of her ftern, before they were difcovered ; 
when the boats feparating, ranged up equally on each fide of the 
fhip, and two went forward to the bows to cut the cables. During 
this approach, all hands -in the {hips were up, and firing mufketry - 
on the boats, and fhot came from the guns of the Compagnie des 
Indes, which lay to command both the other fhips. The Hermione 
was boarded in as many parts as there were boats round her. The 
crew, which were 70 Europeans, behaved well, defending them- 

felves and the fhip with pikes and piftols, when the attack came 

hand to hand. ‘The man who firft attempted to cut the cable had 

his head cut off by an officer ftanding to guard it in the bows; never- 
thelefs numbers prevailed, and the crew were all driven or tumbled i 
down the hatch-ways; for no concert of furrender could take place, ; 
or be trufted. As foon as they were all down, the hatches were 
clofed and centinels fixed over them, and then the mizen topfail, 
the only fail bent, was fet to carry off the fhip, which feveral 
boats were likewife ready to tow: but by this time, the fhore, 
which had waited until the firing of the attack had ceafed in the 
fhip, began a violent cannonade, of which the lightning directed : 
the aim: and fhot continually ftruck : one deftroyed the wheel of the 
rudder, killed the two men who were fteering, and cut the tiller 
rope. The prifoners confined below deterred every one from going 
down into the gun-room to fix another rope to the rudder, and the 
fingle fail was not fufficient to fteer the fhip; the boats remained | 
the only means of carrying her off, and they tugged with fuch j 
violence, that they continually fnapt the towing ropes. Mean 


while the fire continued from the fhore. At length, fome imag te j Sy 5 
K ap 2 d -that i 
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that the fhip had no motion, and refitted by a cable and anchor 
‘concealed under her keel; on which the officer who commanded 
the attack, refolved to leave her. ‘The prifoners: below were told, 

- that it was determined to. fet her on fire, on which they came up 
readily to be carried off in the boats, which rowed away with them 

to the Tyger. When arrived on board, the captain, Digby Dent, 
{aid he fhould fend his own men, if the divifion did-not imme- 
diately return to bring off the fhip. This {pirited rebuke prevailed, 
all the boats fet off-again and met the fhip half a mile nearer ; 
for the land-wind had {prung up and was driving her out. 

The difpofitions for the attack of the Baleine, were the fame, and 
fucceeded more eafily. The crew made little refiftance; only two 
men were killed before they furrendered. ‘The rudder of the fhip 

was afhore, but feveral fails were bent to the yards which fufficed 
to moye and fteer her, and fhe was brought, and anchored near the 
Tyger, before the Baleine came up. No attempt was made on the 
Compagnie des Indes. 

By this time the want of provifions prefled fo hard, that Mr. 
Lally affembled a general council, and propofed the. immediate 
expulfion of the black inhabitants, ‘who reprefented that their 
fidelity alone to thofe who might condemn them to this fevere ca- 
lamity, had left it in their power to infli& it: by their removal, 
likewife, all the Europeans would be deprived of their domeftics ; 
and from thefe confiderations the aflembly broke up without de- 
cifion: but fome from fear of the other inconveniences of the 


blockade during the ftormy weather, requefted permiffion of Colonel 
»— . _ * Cooteto, fend. away .their Pasties either to the.Danifh or Dutch 
ra fettlements on the coaft, which were neutral in the war; and paff- 
ports were. granted. 


elligence was received on the 1 rth, that the anA Prended 
ch out ; a detachment of 400 men, to ftorm the Madrais re- 
D t bound- hedge, and then pufh on to attack the large re~ 
; 1 th s Englith army had raifed to the north of it; on 
quets of the camp marched, and took poft half-way, in 
on the rear of the detachment: being difcovered, the 
os ao . | enemy 
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enemy made no motion, but the next day the town fired hotly, but 
without execution, on the Ariancopang redoubt. 

The winds had for fome days veered -and ftrengthened; and on 
the 22d and 23d, the two Admirals failed out of the road of Cud- 


dalore with all the fhips, excepting four, which two days after, on 
-{ufpicion of ftormy weather, went away likewife. "Their departure 


was unexpected, becaufe contrary to Mr. Stevens’s declaration, that 


he would not quit the-coaft until compelled by the utmoft ne- 

ceffity, which had not yet:come. As foon as they difappeared, the 
Compagnie des Indes, and a floop which was in the road,- prepared 
as had- been forefeen to put to fea. The fhip failed on the- 3oth to 
bring provifions from Tranquebar, and the floop armed B {everal 
guns was intended to cruize in the offing for the grain-boats, which 


‘at this feafon of the year come with the Wind and current from the 


northern to the fouthern parts of the coaft, and generally fail in 
fight of the fhore. The four men of war which left Cuddalore on 
the 23d, anchored: on the 1ft of November off of Alamparvah, 
from whence they fell down on the 14th to the road of Pondicherry, 
and gave information, that Mr. Stevens was gone with the other 
12 fhi ps of the fquadron to refit them in the Sp of Tiincomaly. 
ns Prefton, on the 1$th of October, detached fome black 
horfe and Sepoys from his poft at Ratlagrammon, who came back 
with 400 head of cattle of, thote colle&ed by the French, which 
were grazing in the country round the pettah of Gingee: The de- 
tachment was neither oppofed or purtued, although a confiderable 
party of the French. tEgops was then in the pettah ready to march. 


This party : moved on the art; they were 200 Europeans and 


Coffrees, 400 Sogi; 100 European, and as many black horfe, 


They croffed the river Panar on its decline, and on their arrival -at 
'Thiagar, a detachment larger than their number was formed, and 
marched aw: ay, to attack the fort of Chandamungaium, which ftands. 


half way towards Frinomalee: the fort was Bye yal by four or 


do‘ 
five companies of Sepoys, with a few Europeans from Chittapet, 


who repulfed the affault with upcommon a uty, having killed 
ten Europeans and 40 Sepoys, and wounded 50 Sepoys and 20 
2 yr horfes 3 
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herfes ; after which the French party attempted nothing more, but > 
—— returned to Thiagar. 
scars Captain Prefton, on the firft intelligence of their motion from 
‘Gingee, {et out, as before, to follow them with the greateft part of his 
; force from Ratlagrammon, but when arrived on the 24th near Villa- 
porum, found the river {welled, and continued on the bank, in expecta- 
November. tion of its fall; and on the 1f{t of November, the garrifon of Gingee, 
being ftronger than the force he had left at Ratlagrammon, again 
detached a party of 25 European horfe and 20 foot with three com- 
; panies of Sepoys and fome black cavalry, to drive away all the <4 
cattle about this place, which by the late captures and purchafes 
made for the camp were many herds. Captain Robert Fletcher, 
‘who commanded during the abfence of Prefton at Ratlagrammon, 
waited until the enemy began to retreat with the cattle they had 
gathered, when he appeared with 50 black horfe, and three com- 
panies of Sepoys in their rear, and followed them fix miles, but 
as if cautious of coming too clofe to their fire; which continually 
drew it from them; when, perceiving that they had almoft ex- 
pended their ammunition, he approached nearer, and engaged them 
regularly, which they fcarcely fuftained, and foon broke, and all their 
Sepoys flung down their arms. Fifteen of them were killed, and 
30 with a Subadar or captain made prifoners: of the Europeans, 
fix were killed, or fell wounded, and 150 mufkets were collected. 
The next day, Fletcher, with a ftronger force, marched again 
from Ratlagrammon, and contriving his time, arrived at night, and a 
entered the pettah of Gingee, which has but a flight wall, by fur- 
prize, fet fire to it in every part, and met no refiftance, except- 
ing the uncertain fire of the cannon from the hills above, and on 
his return he drove off a greater number of their cattle than the 
enemy had taken the day before. 
The frequent, although flender attempts and enterprizes, which. 
had been made by the body of French troops im the field, in order 
either to fupply Pondicherry with provifions, to gain plunder, or to 
š Create diverfions of the Englifh force, had in the whole expended 
> _ more than three hundred Europeans ; moft of the ret were now at 
es Thiagar, _ 
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2 Ge 
Thiagar, and from the force remaining at Gingee, including what the ee 
garrifon might on occafion fpare, no attempt of convoys to Pon- .—-— 
dicherry beyond the provifions of a few days were to be appre- Bowne 
hended. They had loft, if ever it lay open, the opportunity, when they 
were in full force. Neverthelefs the number of troops remaining at 
Pondicherry, with the defences and ammunition, ftill fecured the town 
from every danger, excepting famine; and Mr. Lally not impru- 
dently preferred that the troops he had detached, fhould remain abroad, 
where they might do fome fervice, and would fubfift themfelves, 
rather than return to confume in Pondicherry the flender ftock of 
provifions, of which they ‘had fupplied fo little. He now withed 
even to add more to their number for another purpofe, on which 
ill fortune and neceflity obliged him to rely as the likelieft means 
that remained of relieving the diftrefles of Pondicherry. 

The French fquadron, which had left the coaft on the rft of 
Otober of the preceding year, arrived on the 15th of November at 
the ifle of France. ‘This ifland never furnifhed provifions fufficient 
for the fettled inhabitants, and had been fo much exhaufted of the 
ftores colle&ed from abroad, by victualling the fquadron at their 
departure for the coaft, that little remained: to afford them on their 
return; and this fearcity had been injudicioufly encreafed by the 
equipment of two veflels, which had been fent to attack the Englifh: 
factories in the gulph of Perfia. In this diftrefs, it was refolved to 
follow the example of the preceding year, and to fend three fhips. 
of burthen, under the convoy of the Centaur of 74 guns, belonging 
to the French Company, to purchafe provifions at the Cape of | 1 
Good Hope. But Mr. D’Aché propofed to give the command of the: _ 
Centaur to the captain of the King’s fhip the Atif ; on which alt the- 
captains of the Company’s fhips of war’ protefted againft this pre-- 


ference, as derogatory to their own rights; and whilft the tedious dit- set 
putations ufual on fuch occafions were carrying on in writing, with. r E ; 
much acerbity and little public zeal, the annual tempeft of the ele- aE as: 


ments in this climate arofe in the night of the 27th of January, and. 
tafted without intermiffion, and. with the utmoft excels, for 36 hours. 
Thirty-two veffels in the port of Mauritius were torn from their 


anchors 5. Me § 
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ESS but all, excepting one of 30 guns, were flopped by thé 
+ ooze of the bay from driving on ie rocks which fraize the {hore 
ember en: which all the {maller craft were ftranded and wrecked. 'T he 
ruin. was greater on the land. All the vegetation of provifions 
i above the furface was deftroyed. The cattle andl fowls were wathed 
a - l “away by the torrents, or perifhed by the inclemency, and of the 
R magazines of grain, which are all built of wood, fome were over- 
4 thrown, and the reft opened by the wind to the rain. ‘Three months. 
- were employed in repairing the damages of the marine and fhore. 
- In this interval; fome few provifions were brought by. fome trading 4 
veflels of the colony from Madagascar, and the furplus of the ifland | 
‘of Bourbon. On the 26th of May it was determined to fend four 
{bips of war, as faft as they could be equipped, in order to fubfift at 
Foul-point in Madagaicar. On the 8th of June, arrived a vefiel 
from France, appetine! that an armament was fitting out in England 
to attack the two iflands of Mauritius and Bourbon ; in confequence 
of which, the French government had fent the regiment of Cam- 
‘bray, of joo men, to reinforce them ; and the fquadron, if at Mau- 
ritius, was ordered to continue there; and, if gone to the coaft, to 
be immediately recalled. Thefe orders determined Mr. D’Aché 
to remain with the greateft part of his fhips for the defence of i 
‘the ifland, but to fend away.thofe before allotted to Madagatcar ; - 
which, to fave the confumption of victuals, were not to return to 
the ifle. of France, until the 2oth of Auguft: if at this time they 
ES - received no direétions how to act, the is oil of war might proceed = 
to the execution of any fervice, of which the condition of the thips 
os might be deemed capable : meaning to intimate, that they might, 
i DEEA ‘it, oy to the coaft of Coromandel. abe Copa: 


BEG bales Aak H -by which ee the regiment of 
bray was euared Be foyer of the Compay’ s {hips pom 


l ne in July, ont by detaining the ae for a 
rer was kept fecret, until others properly , 
Eo colony, and the enemy: at their 

gates, 
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gates, that the fquadron ftrongly reinforced from France might be 
every day expected on the coaft. In the middle of O&ober, letters 
difpatched from Mauritius to Mahé, on the coatt of Malabar, âr- 
rived, from hence, with Ween tae of the departure of the four 
thes to Madagafcar, and. dubious affurances of their intention to 
come at all events to Pondicherry. Mr. Lally had always regarded 


the operations of the {quadron as fo unzealous and indecifive, that - 


-he was convinced thefe thips would not make the effort. He, how- 
ever, concealed. this opinion, and -the intelli igence concerning the 


foren attack of Mauritius from England; but gave out that the ° 
{hips gone to Madagafcar, and more, might be expected at Poadi- ° 
cherry with the regiment of Cambray on board. But, defpairing 


of the relief he pretended, he perfuaded the Council to conclude a 
treaty for the afliftance of the body of Morattoes under the com- 


mand of Vizvazypunt, which had lately returned from ale 


patam in Myfore to the confines of the Carnatic. 
Vizvazypunt, on his firft approach from the Kriftna, had in April 


fent letters toPondicherry, tendering the fame affiftance to the French . 


as he was offering to the Nabob ae the Englifh:'a vague correfpan- 
dence had continued in confequence of thefe overtures ;. but, on his 
nearer approach, Mr. Lally fent two agents to his camp. The 
Morattoe required a fum of ready money in hand, and the ceflion 
of the fortre{s of Gingee, which, befides the influence it would. give 
Balagerow in the province of Arcot, was the with of a national 
point of honour, fince Gingee had, until the beginning of. the 
prefent century, been the capital of a race of Morattoe kings, whofe 
dominion extended from the Coleroon to the Paliar. The Counci 


empowered the agents to agree that Gingee fhould be delivered to © 


him as foon as the Englifh army retreated from Pondicherry, | and, 
that 500,000 rupees fhould be paid him when his own appeared in 
fight of the town. _ All the French troops abroad were to join the 
Morattoes as foon as they paffed the hills, and entered the pro- 
vince. If thefe terms were not readily accepted, the agents were 
to infinuate that, although the diftrefles of Hyderally had broke any 


farther expectations of afliftance from him, the ois of Myfore him- 


Vor. II. Se Ue fel 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA 


€95 
T 769. 
Cae 

end, 


~+ a pind 


yy 


x. 
re: 


eee j 2 


= 696 a NTS Wan oF COROMANDEL. Book XII. 
1760. felf n aa be glad to obtain Gingee on the fame terms ; when the 


—.— |Morattoes would be precluded from the probability of gaining any 
November. qvantage b their expedition to the Carnatic. 
~ advantage by P 
But asthe negociation might be protracted, and provifions, evén 
+ for a few days, were become of great importance, Mr. Lally ordered 
“the troops abroad to make what effort they could before the rains 
-ceafed; and as Gingee was fo clofely watched by Prefton’s com- 
: mand, he direéted the main body to continue and act from Thiagar, 
-from whence, by the diftance, and the nature of the country be- 
‘tween, their motions would be lefs liable to. be afcertained and in- 
terrupted. In the mean time, as well to fave the confumption in 
the town, as to convince the Morattoes that the troops in garrifon 
- were more than fufficient to, defend it, he refolved to fend out more 
to join thofe already in the field. Accordingly on the night of the 
= rft of November, r00: Europeans. crofled the river of Ariancopang 
-in boats, and were proceeding along the fea-fhore, from whence they 
intended to turn inland, and gain their way to the weft between 
the two rivers, expecting no. interruption, as.the rains. were almoft 
continual, and had drenched the plaim: but in the clofe of the eve- 
ning, a guard of Sepoys had been advanced from the fort of Arian- 
copang, and took poft on the ftrand of the fea; they fired on 
the firft alarm upon the French party, who, imagining their force 
greater, and that it had been ftationed on purpofe to intercept them, 
- hurried back: to their boats, and tegained the town: only one of 
-~ the Sepoys was killed ; the enemy’s lofs was not known, but was 
fappofed to be more, . 
| Exceffive rain ftopped any. RONS opperations between the Englifh 
es = camp and the French troops for feveral days, during which, both 
— o ‘continued intent only on the fea, To oppofe the armed beats of 
- the town, fome were equipped in the like manner at Cuddalore, 
= which on the 7th took a boat coming with paddy from Tranque- 
ary and another going thither with effe&ts of value; and intelli- 
ge ice being received. that the fhip la Compagnie des Indes, with a 
i shooner and feveral {maller veflels, were taking in provifions. there, 
HERE Commodore Haldan detached two of the men of war with orders 
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and the {chooner, which was loaded with 400 bags of wheat, and 
{ome barrels of falted meat, ran afhore. The fmaller veflels in: the — 
road efcaped to the fouthward ; and the Salifbury failed away with 
the prize to rejoin Admiral Stevens at Triconomaly. The news of this 
lofs was received in Pondicherry with as much concern as a difafter 
in the field. The Danifh government fent deputies to Colonel 
Coote, with a proteft againft the infraction of the neutrality ofitheir 
port; but were {hewn intercepted letters, which proved: their aflift- 
ance to the French agents, and filenced their remonftrances. - i 
On the gth of the month, a ricochet battery of four eighteen- 
pounders was finifhed in a ruined village, 1400 yards to the north, 
between the fea-fide and the bleaching town: the: fhot plunged 
along the eaft face of the town, and were ‘anfwered very hotly by 
twelve pieces of cannon, which as well from the diftance, as- the ee 
parapet of the battery, by which the guns were entirely concealed, 
could do no mifchief. ER. E Op 
On the 12th, Colonel Coote received information, that a convoy 
was advancing from Thiagar; they were 24 European and roo 
black horfe, efcorting 100 bullocks, laden with falted beef, and each 
‘of the horfemen likewife carried a parcel of it at the croup of his 
faddle. They crofied the Panar on the 13th, at fome’ diftance 
above Trivadi, and proceeded between this and the river of Arian- 
copang; but imprudently loft time in driving 300 bullocks more, 
which they had taken up in the way. At four in the morning they 
came up near the fort of Ariancopang, and were immediately: {ur- 
rounded by a-detachment of 100 European foot, 40 European and ` 
1so black horfe, which were waiting to intercept them. ‘The 
officer with one of the troopers was killed, and ten, with more than 
half the black horfe, furrendered ; but the other 12 of the European 
hes peii SA A Pik Te 
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horfe pufhed to the river, and were ferried over to the town under à 
Se the guns ‘of St. Teias redoubt. To prevent fuch attempts in 
November, ejt ure, 50 Europeans, with a company of Sepoys, were {tationed 

and retrenched on the flip oa fand on the fea-fhore, oppofite to the 

bar of ‘the river.: 

By this time the waters of the Panar were run off, and, as the 
troops at Ratlagramon with Captain Fletcher were deemed fuffi- 
cient to oppole seek the enemy had at Gingee, Captain Prefton, 
with the main body of his command, perched away from Villa-. 
porum to attack Elavanafore, to which the officer at Thiagar fent a P 
reinforcement, chiefly of black troops; but after Elavanafore was 4 
invefted did not advance to its relief. The only guns fit for battery 
with Prefton’s divifion, were two field twelve-pounders, which are 
too flight againdt {trong defences ; but, as the laft thing which is 
dore in; country: forts is to repair them, a breach was cafily made, 

_and the garrifon capitulated at difcretion, although they were 11 
Europeans, 19 Topafles, and 400 Sepoys, with three field-pieces, 
befides, the guns. of the fort. 
Preparations had for {fome time been making at Madrafs to con-. 
vert the blackade of Pondicherry into a ais attack; and on the- 
16th, the Admiral Watfon, a {hip of 500 tons, laden with all kinds 
_of ftores, arrived, and anchored, off the north redoubt, and the 
mafloolas of Cuddalore repaired thither to unload her. On the. 
rth, Mr.. Call, the chief engineer, arrived in the camp, to conduct 
the trenches. 
There were remaining in Pondicherry about 50 horfés belonging 
to the cavalry, for which no forage could be procured either within. 
or without the walls ; and, as the grain they confuumed was fo much 
taken from the T of the garrifon, Mr: Lally refolved to. 
- fend them with the beft riders to. Thiagar. Colonel Coote re- 
_ eeived-intelligence of the intention, but not of the time. At two 
~  o’clock-in, the morning of the 21ft, 200 grenadiers, with the horfe-. 

= men, paffed, the river on rafts, near the bar, oppofite to the re-. 
ched guard on the {pit of fand, fiom which the Europeans had. 
dij been withdrawn, and only the Sepoys were remaining ; on whomrthe:- 
SERMON tes: French. 
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French grenadiers immediately advanced, and gave their fire, whilft 
the E went off as faft as they could over the plain, taki mng the 
road:to Trivadi. On the alarm, the pickets of horfe in the camp 
mounted, and croffing the river, which chanced to be fordable at 
VIRE went in purfuit, and took thirteen, Whole horfes were too. 
feeble to keep pace witli the others.“ s 

Major Prefton, following his fuccefs, marched from Elavanafore,, 


-againft a fort called Rifhavandum, which’ ftands 15 miles to the 


N. E.-of that place: it furrendered to him, after little refiftance, on 
the 22d: the garrifon confifted of 200 Sepoys, and five Europeans. 
From hence he marched againft Chácrapollam,; a mud fort, 15 miles 
“north of ‘Thiagar ; si] edb furrendered to him without making any 
defence ; for the garrifon was only a company of Sepoys, with a fer-. 
jeant. In the mean while, the French troops remaining at Gingee, ex- 
clufive of the gar rifon there, went againft Chittamoor;: a fort 10 -miles 
to the s. E. and. were AOT with the lofs of 20 Sirod and four 
Europeans, killed and wounded. ° 

The landing.of the ftores from the Admiral Watfoni had beem im- 


. peded by the defertion of the boatmen, who‘tan‘away, becaufe they 


had not been regularly paid ; but the blockade continued with: the 
utmoft vigilance, and nothing, fince the laft convoy, had attempted 
to get in by land; {everal boats coming from the fouthward,; with 
falt provifions and arrack, were intercepted by armed boats equipped 
at Devicotah. The encreafing diftrefs determined Mr. Lally to con- 


1760. 
November.. 


fult nothing any longer but neceffity ; and on ‘the 27th, he turned 


-out of the sates all the blacks remaining in the town, excepting a: 


of 


few who were domeftics to the principal’ inhabitants. The number 


expelled were 1400, of both fexes, and every age. They wandered! 
in families and companies towards.all parts of the limits, hopurg the- 
mercy of being fuffered to pafs. away ;: but they were every. where 
topped by the advanced: Sepoys, and ordered to go back; on which. 
they. retired, and affembled round the foot of the glacis,. begging. 


admittance,..and many. of them attempting to- pats’ over: into the- 


covered, way, were fired upon by the muiketry and cannon, and fome- 


vere killed. At night they were quiet ;- but the next day, and:for: 
fixe 
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m -x760 fix more, they repeated the fame importunities to the town and the 
 Englith pofts, and received the fame repulfes. Examples of this 
November. -feverity rarely occur; and in ‘civilized war is never exercifed but with 
the utmoft reluétance. At length Colonel Coote, finding Mr. Lally 
‘inflexible, let the whole multitude pafs. ‘Their only NEEE ex- 
cepting the little they had brought out of the town, fecreted about 
their perfons, had for eight days been the roots of ene they picked 
‘up in the fields, in which they lay. They were all exténuated by 
‘famine, and few had homes or friends to go to; neverthelefs their 
‘thanks were inexpreflible, even for this chance of prefervation. 

The Nabob was prefent at this act of mercy, and concurred in it. 
He left Arcot on the rsth of November, and went to Madrafs to 
confer a few hours with Mr. Pigot, from whence he arrived in the 
camp on the 3d of December. On the 2d and 3d, two -vveffels, a 
floop, and a- pinnace remaining at Pondicherry, failed away for Tran- 
` quebar, but the pinnace was taken bythe boats of Devicotah. 

Four ricochet batteries, which were firft to open z againft the town, 
were finifhed.on the 8th. -We have already given fome defeription 
of Pondicherry, when attacked by Mr. Bofcawen in 1748. All the 
-baftions remained in ‘their firft form, which, for a town of this fize, 
“owas very confined; but counter- -guards had been made before three 
» of them, and ravelins raifed before the three gates to the land; a 
_ rampart of earth had been added to the curtains, which before were 

ony walls of brick five feet thick. A wet ditch had been compleated 
on the three fides to the land, excepting in an extent of 200 yards on 
the fouth fide towards the fea, where the ground rifing higher re- 
Seta a deeper excavation, which for this reafon, as being more la- 
borious and expenfive, had not yet been dug; to the extremity of 
~ this higher ground.where the ditch ceafed, came a large creek from 
_ the river of Ariancopang, which fupplied the ditch all round with 
gaiawater:= The berm within the ditch was 25 feet broad; the covered 
way was narrow, and the glacis not fufficiently raifed. ‘The face to 
 eaft being within a few yards of the furf, and expofed only to an 
calade by furprize, had no ditch, but its curtain was flanked by 


. ipeelesine batteries, which likewife commanded the road, The ci- 
o i | tadel 


December. _ 
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tadel was a pentagon with five baftions, but too fmall to endure | 

bombardment; two of its baftions over-looked the eaft curtain, 
and added’to the fire on the fea. The town was very commo- 
dioufly laid out in ftraight ftreets which traverfed it entirely in both 
directions. 


The ricochet battery of four guns, w which had opened on the roth 
of November, had for fome time been quitted, and the guns ze- 
moved to the north redoubt beyond the bound-hedge; becaufe their 
effe& was not equal. either to the expence of ammunition, or the fa- 
tigue and rifque of the guards. The four batteries which were now 
opened were thus fituated. One ftood near the beach to the north,. 
200 yards in front. of that which had been abandoned, and about 1200~ 
from the walls ; it mounted four 18 pounders, and ennie the eaft: 
front of the town.  Anotheriof two 24 and two £8 pounders, with: 
three mortars of 13, 10, and 8 inches, was raifed on the other fide 
of the morafs, which fpreads to the weft; it was 1400 yards. 
from the ‘walls, and bore, but a little to the left, upon the weft 
flank of the baftion in the north-weft angle,. which mounted 10. 
guns, and had’ before it, within the ditch, a ftrong and extenfive: 
counter-guard,. mounting 25 guns.. The two other batteries were 
to the fouth.. One on the cae of a large ifland,. formed by the 
river of Ariancopang; this battery mounted only twa:guns, of. 
which, one bore on the baftion next to. that in. the s- w.. angle. of 
- the town, the other on St.. Thomas redoubt, which ftood on the. 

oppofite bank: of the river lower- down ; the other battery was. 
raifed in a finaller -ifland below the Coco-nut, from which it is 
feparated on one hand, and on the other. from the fpit of fand,. 
which forms the ftrand ef the fea from the bar of: the river. This 
is called the Sand Ifland; the battery bore upon St. "Fhomas re- 
doubt; and’ on. the curtain. of- the. town, es the. EWO.. baftions. 
on this fide neareft-the fea.. à et 

All the four batteries were only intended to fae, He garrifon by 
a crofs fire of ricochet fhot along the ftreets or ramparts; for none of 
‘them were on the perpendiculars.on which i the pein batteries. 


4. “were. 
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were ‘intended to be erected. They ‘opened at midnight, between the 
dros Same Sth. and oth, firmg all of them at the fame time, and in vollies, on 
the fi ignal of a fhell. A little before the firft volley, Colonel Coote, 

‘with ‘two or three officers, approached towards the glacis, of the 

orth front, in order to obferve what effect the firing would pro- 
‘duce upon the garrifon. They beat to arms, but Sout confufion, 
“and feemed to have every thing in proper order on their baftions ; 
i they raifed blue lights in different parts of the town, but did not 
“fire a fhot. "Captain Fletcher, who was with the Gelonel very im- 
prudently quitted him without notice, and went to the fat of the 
„glacis, where he fell in with the centinel of an advanced guard of 
Sepoys, whom he feized and difarmed, and was bringing Or: ; when 
the guard, hearing the ftruggle, ran into the covered way, from 
whence immediately came a hot firé of mufketry upon Colonel Coote’s 
party ; ; but Fletcher brought off the Sepoy, who gave no intelli- 
gence but what was better known before. 

The batteries ceafed before day-break, and the guns were kept 
mafked until the afternoon, when they recommenced, and the town 
returned with great vivacity, but the firing ceafed on both fides in 
two hours. ‘The two batteries to the fouth prevented the enemy 
from launching a large boat which they had fitted on the fhore near 
the bar, and drove them likewife from their guns in St. Thomas’s 
redoubt, which were only- ‘mounted in barbette. 

The firing continued in the fix following days, but was every 
day renewed at a different hour, and lafted varioufly, and never 
more than three or four hours at a time. On. the 18th, the vollies 

-~ ceafed for want of powder, and only fired on particular occafions. 

In all this confumption, only one man was killed at the baftions, 
and very few in the town ; but the purpofe was anfwered of wafting 
~ the: garrifon with fatigue, which their fcanty allowance of provi- 
fions rendered them little able to endure. On the rgth, a party of 
rs a eared at work with great eagernefs, to raife and con- 

rt ee of St. Thomas’s redoubt into a parapet with em- 
fure Eh te battery. on ‘the fand ifland fired to interrupt them 
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by night as well as by day, but they perfevered. On the 20th, fome 
powder arrived in a veffel from Madrafs, and the enfilade and bom- 


' bardment recommenced from all the batteries as before; and was 


conftantly anfwered with the fame vivacity from the town. On the 
23d, the fhip Duke, of 500 tons, arrived from Madrafs, laden with 
17 pieces of battering cannon and their fhot, and with all kinds of 
{tores for the fiege ; Dat fo few of the boatmen, had returned to their 
mafloolas, that very little could be landed until others were aflembled 
from the neighbouring ports on the coaft, and even from Madrafs : 
this delay, however, appeared of lefs detriment, becaufe the materials 
for the trenches, and for the batteries which were to difmantle the 
defences and breach the body of the place, were not yet colleéted, 
and the engineers reported, that they fhould not be ready to open 
this fire before the third of January; but the batteries already con- 
{tru€ted continued theirs. On the 26th, Admiral Stephens in the 
Norfolk, with three other fhips of the line and the Protector fire-fhip, 
returned into the road from ‘Trinconomaly. 

The French troops aflembled at Thiagar were fo much faperior 
to the little forts around, that they became the terror of the country, 
and their fmalleft parties brought in provifions in plenty, and with- 
out rifqgue. Major Prefton, having no longer any apprehenfions 
that the troops at Gingee would either be able to pufh any convoys 


through the circumvallation of the Englifh army, or even to diftrefs - 


the pofts under the protection of Captain Fletcher at Ratlagrammon, 
refolved, by cutting off the daily fupplies of Thiagar, to oblige 
the troops there to employ large efcorts, which he hoped to intercept. 
He marched from Rafhi ee on the ıt of December, and en- 
camped in the evening three miles to the N. w. of Thiagar. On 
the night of the 3d, all the French cavalry, amounting to 200, 
led by Major Allen, an officer of Mr. Lally’s regiment, 
pufhed out of the pettah, and went to the weft of Trino- 
malee. Being” {fure of proyifions abroad, they intended to remain 


in the hills, waiting the event of the negociation, which Mr. 
Lally was carrying on with the Morattoe Vizvazipunt, whofe | 


troops, if it fucceeded, they intended. to accompany to Pondicherry. 
Vou. II. 4 X A few 
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; A few days afterwards, they were joined by a party of 100 Euro- bf 
pean infantry, whom, to alleviate the confumption of provifions, Mr. ` 
Tati had! {ent out of Pondicherry in the two veffels which Pilea f 4a 
on the 2d and 3d of the month, and efcaped to Tranquebar ; from i 
whence, PeT by the bifhop of Hallicarnaffus, they marched to 
efcort him to the camp of Vizvazipunt.at Cuda apanatam, y with whom 
the bifhop was empowered to conclude the nhegociation. They pro- . 

ceeded to Combaconum, by the fame road as the Nabob and Major Sag 
_ ‘Jofeph Smith had come toKarical, and received no moleftation in their 1 
_ journey through the country of Tanjore. From Combaconum, they 4 i 
croffed the Coleroon, and then pafled between Volcondah and ‘Thia- 
gar, out of the reach of Prefton’s troops; but 10 or 12 of them Ki 
 deferted, and travelled to Fritchinopoly, where they offered to ferve, j 
“but were not enlifted; becaufe Captain Smith had at this time dif- . 
-covered a confpiracy of the-French prifoners to rife and overpower 
the garrifon; in which the number of Europeans did not exceed 120, A 
and moft of them were invalids or foreigners; whereas the prifoners 
g - were 500; being the colle¢tion of all that had been taken at Ka- 
| - rical, Chillambrum, and Verdachilum, by Colonel Monfon, and in 
_ the different aCtions at Seringham and its diftricts, by the two Smiths 
from ‘Tritchinopoly. 
‘The King of Myfore, not thoroughly convinced that his pro- 
teftations of good-will to the Englifh would induce them to reftore : 
Caroor, fent a large body of troops to the confines of its territory, , 4 
in order to fecond the terms of his negociation by the appearance of yy Ass 
% renewing hoftilities, if not accommodated ; and other troops proceed- 
ed to reinforce thofe at Dindigul; from whencethegovernor on their ar- $ 
2 | E rival marched, with 1000 horfe, 2000 Sepoys, as many common peons, : 
a ae and fome cannon, againft Agarpatty, the neareft and laft of the forts, $ 
; b 1 the troops of Madura had taken, but having left it only go ~- | 
oys, it fu ones on the aie ee of the Hilda From pence 


È Pe (les D7 a ftrong body ai ora ee 
beat hen off the ground, and drove them back 
sits to, | a | 
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to Dindigul, with the lofs of 50 men killed and wounded. “The 
colleries of Nattam, encouraged by this renewal of hoftilities, made 
incurfions into the northern diftricts of Madura, and ftopped the whole 
road of the pafs, with trees which they felled on either fide, and with 
much labour dragged and laid them acrofs the road with fo much 
contrivance, that a fingle perfon could not pafs without continual 
difficulty. ° 

No events of great importance had happened during the courfe 
of this year, in the country of Tinivelly. Tke commandant, Ma- 
homed Ifloof, after the repulfe before Wafhinelore in the end 
of the preceding year, was, from the want of battering cannon, 
no longer in a condition to attack the ftronger holds of the polygars ; 
and contented himfelf, until fupplied, with pofting the greateft part of 
his army in ftations to check the Pulitaver and the eaftern polygars; but 
remained himfelf with the reft at Tinivelly, watching Catabominaigue 
and theweftern. The departure of Maphuze Khan from Nellitangaville 
in the month of January, left the Pulitaver and his allies no longer 


the pretext of oppofing the authority of the Nabob in fupport of the. 


rights of his elder brother; and they debated whether they fhould 
treat with Mahomed Ifloof, or wait the event of Maphuze Khan’s 
journey, who they fuppofed -would return to them, if not received 
on his own terms by the Nabob. In this uncertainty, they formed 
no vigorous, defigns, and employed their colleries in night robbe- 
ries, wherever they could elude the ftations of Mahomed Ifloof ; but 
attempted nothing in the open field or day. i Neverthelefs, their 
depredations were fo ruinous to the cultivation, that Ma- 
homed Iffoof thought it worth the expence, to draw off fome of 
their dependants and entertain them in the Company's fervice, 
as beft able to retaliate the fame mifchief on thofe by whom 
they had been employed; and towards the end of April, feveral 
of thefe petty leaders, with their followers, amounting in the whole 
to 2000 colleries, joined him at Tinivelly, aud faithfully entered 
on the duties for which they had engaged. Nothing, however, like 
regular fighting happened untill the end of May, when Catabo- 
minaigue appeared at the head of two or three thoufand men, near 
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‘¥ 1760. ; Btiaporiam, : and ftood the attack of feven companies of Sepoys, drawn 
Beate from. the limits towards Nellitangaville, by whom they were difperfed, 
oh but with little lofs. In May Mahomed Ifloof received intelligence of 
$ the hoftilities commenced by the Myforeans from Dindigul, and the 
orders of the Prefidenċy to oppofe them; in confequence of which he 
fent the detachment we have mentioned of 1500 Sepoys, 300 horfe, 
and 3000 peons. They were {carcely gone, when a new and unexpected 
or arofé in the Tinivelly country. The Dutch government at 
_ the ifland of Ceylon had received a large reinforcement of European 
troops from Batavia, which affembled at the port of Columbo, op- 
- pofite to Cape Comorin, from whence a part of them arrived in the 
beginning of June at Tutacorin, a Dutch fort onthe continent, 40 miles 
eaft of Tinivelly. Two hundred Europeans, with equipments, tents, 
and field-pieces, immediately encamped, giving out that they fhould 
fhortly be reinforced by more than their own number, and that 400 
other Europeans had left Batavia at the fame time Path themfelves, 
and were gone to Cochin on the Malabar coaft, in order to join the 
king of Travancore. ‘The natives were frightened, and pretended 
to have difcovered, that the force they faw was intended to affift the 
polygars in driving the Englith out of the country of Tinivelly, 
and to begin by attacking the town. Mahomed Ifloof immediately 
fent to the Dutch chief at Tutacorin, to demand an explanation ; 
who anfwered, that he fhould give none. A few days.after the 
troops advanced inland, and halted at Alvar Tinivelly, a town in 
a very fertile diftrict, fituated 20 miles s. E. of Tinivelly, and the 
fame diftance s. w. of Tutacorin; and at the fame time, another 
body of 200 Europeans landed from Colombo at Manapar, 20 
miles to the s. £. of Alwar Tinivelly. Mahomed Iffoof had pre- 
vioufly drawn troops from the eaftern ftations, and marching with 
4000 Sepoys, and. {fome horfe, appeared in fight of the Dutch troops 
REE Aly rar prd i in the evening of the 18th of June; who, in the 
i t, decamped in ftrict filence, and marched back to 
thofe a eae went apay thither likewife in the 
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The depredations of the polygars continued; but, deprived of 1760. 
Maphuze Khan, and hearing how clofely Pondictteaes was invefted, December 


they ventured nothing more: the Pulitaver’s colleries continued asufual 

the moft aétive in the robberies; and to reprefs them, Mahomed 

loof again ftationed the greateft part of his force towards Nellitan- 
gaville. In December thefe troops formed a camp at the foot 
of the hills within three miles of this place, and Mahomed Ifloof 
joined them from Tinivelly on the 12th; he had purchafed 
feveral eighteen- -pounders at Tutacorin, and had the two mortars 
which had been fent to him the year before from Angenjo, but no 
{hot or fhells for either, and was moreover in want of gun-powder 
and flints, all which he expected from Tritchinopoly, and, whilft 
waiting for them, made fuch preparations as the country afforded to 
attack Nellitangaville in form. On the 20th of the month, the 
colleries, with the Pulitaver at their head, attacked his camp, fal- 
lying, as ufual, on all quarters at once, and perfifted until 100 of 
them fell; but they killed ten of Mahomed Hfoof’s men, and 
wounded (ener and fome horfes. 

At this time the Myforeans on the frontiers 5 Caroor, al- 
though profefling peace, and difavowing the operations of the go- 
vernor of Dindigul, did not prohibit their own horfe from foraging in 
the diftriéts, of which they had confented that the Englith fhould çol- 
le& the revenue until the Prefidency and their king had agreed 
concerning the reftitution of the fort. The crop on the ground was 
plentiful and ready to be cut; and as the renewal F hoftilities 
would only aggravate the evil they meant to revenge, Captain 


Richard Smith refolved to remain quiet until the harel was ga- s 


thered. Such was the ftate of the fouthern countries at the end of 
the year. 

The confumption of provifions in Pondicherry had ever fince the 
month of Auguft exceeded the fupplies received. In November, 
when the black inhabitants were turned out, the foldiery were put 


to an allowance of a pound of rice a day, with a little meat at in- 


tervals. In the beginning of December, Mr. Lally caufed a fng 
fearch to be made in all the houtes of individuals, and what could 


found 
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the line, two frigates, 
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found in them was brought to the citadel, from whence they were 
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diftributed indiferiminately to the military and inhabitants. Two 
colonels lately arrived from France, men of family, deemed the 
farch in their apartments an affront, and fent word to Mr. Lally, 
that they would no longer act as officers; but on every occafion 
as volunteers. But the event juftified He feverity ; for by the 
end of December, notwithftanding fome fupply had come in 
by the fea, the ftock remaining in the public ftore was not more 
than the confumption of three days; and Mr. Lally, guided by 
certain information, detetmined that another feareh fhould be 
made; on which. father Lavaur, the fuperior of the Jefuits, who 
Knew all the fecrets of the town, prevailed on him to defer it, pro- 
a fufficiency for fifteen days more, but gave no 
expectation of farther fupply; but the French agents with Viz- 
vazypunt fent hopes of fucceeding in their negotiation; and on 
the laft day of the year intelligence was received in the Englith 
camp, and fomewhat credited, that a large body of Morattoes, with 
all the French horfe, were arrived from Cudapanatam at Trino- 
malee, and were going to Thiagar, from whence they intended, 
at all events; to pufh with ~provifions to Pondicherry. 

The rains had ceafed for fome days, and the weather was re- 
ftored to its ufual temperance; the {ky bright, although the winds 


fometimes ftrong, which always, at this font blow from the north, 


and near the oe in the day from the fea, and at night from the 
land: but on the 30th of December, although the weather con- 
‘tinued fair, a large {well came from the s.r. and the furf beat fo 
hollow and heavy, that no boats could pafs; which encreafed in the 
night. The next morning the wind frefhened, and the fky was 
clofe and dufky, but without that wild irregularity which prognofti- 
cates a ftorm ; and this afpect did not change till noon, nor the wind 


encreafe until eight at night. There were in the cond eight. fail of 
the fire-fhip, and the fhip with ftores from 


‘Mad afs, i in all 12 fail. From eight o’clock the wind blew in {qualls, 


“every, one ftronger than the laft, until 10, when the Admiral’s thip, 


Norfolk, cut her sable; and fired the fignal for the other fhips to 
do 


` 
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do fo too; but the fignal guns were not heard, and the fhips, 
in obedience to the difcipline of the navy, aoe until their 
cables parted with the ftrain,. when they with much. difficulty 
got before the wind, none able to fet more than a fingle fail, 
and none without fplitting feveral. Every minute encreafed 
the ftorm until twelve, by which time the wind had veered from 
the xN. w. where it began, to the N. B.; when it fuddenly fell 
ftark calm with thick haze all round. In a few minutes the 
wind flew up from the fouth- ealt, and came at once in full ftrengt 
with much greater fury than it had blown from the other quarter. 
By the delay of not getting early under fail whilft the {torm was from 
the north, moft of the fhips loft the opportunity of gaining fuffici- 
ent fea-room before it came on from the fouth-eaft. The firft guft 
of this wind laid the Panther on her beams, and the fea breaking 
over her, Captain Affleck cut away the mizen; and this not anfwer- 
ing, the main maft likewife, which broke below the upper deck, 
tore it up, and continued fome time encumberig over the fide of 
the fhip without going clear off into the fea, ceil the fhock ofa 
wave fent it away. The fhip then righted, the reefed forefail ftood, 
and brought her back into fourteen fathom water, when fhe dropped 
the fheet anchor ; but not bringing up, which means turning to ride 
- with her head to the anchor, they cut away the fore-maft, which 
carried away the bow{prit, when the fhip came round; and thus. 
rode out the ftorm. The America, Medway, and Falmouth, cutting 
-away all their mafts on the different neceffities with the fame pru- 
dence, rode it out likewife, after they had anchored again nearly in 
the fame foundings as the Panther. i 
The Newcaftle, the Queenborough. frigate, and the Protetor 
fire-fhip, returning with the s. E. ftorm, muftook their found- 
ings, and drove anthers the fhore, without knowing where they 
“were, or attempting to anchor. The roaring of the furf was 
not to be diftinguifhed in the general ale ae the elements ; 
and the danger was not difcovered until it was too late, and the 


three fhips came afhore about two miles to the fouth of Pondi- 
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i as cherry ; but only feven in all the crews perithed, who were knocked 
`= over board by the fhock of ftriking aground. 

January. The Duke of Aquitain, the Sunderland, and the Duke ftor efhip, 
; unfortunately preferved all their mafts through both the ftorms, un- 
ie -til they were driven back to the neceffity of anchoring ; and in 

- bringing up with them ftamding, all the three either broached to, 

or overfet, and.went to the bottom. Eleven hundred Europeans 

- perifhed in thefe fhips; only feven, and feven Jaf{cars, were faved 
-out of. the .crews, who were :picked up the next oe, floating on “4 
„pieces of wreck. 2 À 

The difference of the clement prevented the deftruGtion from be- 

ing equal at land; but the ravage in proportion was not lefs. All 
: the tents and temporary caferns -of the camp on the Red-hill, and 
“its out-pofts, were blown to-pieces. The ammunition abroad for 
HS - immediate fervice was ruined. Nothing remained undamaged that 
; -svas not under the fhelter of mafonry, either at the redoubts of the 
| ae -bound-hedge, in the buildings at Oulgarrey, or in the fort of Ville- a 
+ nore, where the main {tock of gun-powder was depofited. The fol- | 
-diers,. unable to carry off the mufkets, and refift the ftorm, had 
-left them to the ground, and were driven to feek fhelter for their 
-own perfons wherefoever it was to be found. Many of the black 


attendants ef the ‘camp, from the natural feeblenefs of their con- . 
--fitution, perifhed by the inclemency of the hour. The fea had every 
-where broken. over:the beach, and overflowed the country as far as : 


-the bound- -hedge’s . and all the batteries and redoubts which the army 
had raifed were intirely ruined. But thefe detriments might be re- 
paired. ‘The great anxiety remained for the other fhips of the 
fguadron, whofe fortune was not yet known. 
“The town of Pondichery beheld the ftorm and ‘its effects 
as a deliverance fent from-heaven. The fun rofe clear, and fhewed 
the havock Ten around. It was propofed by fome to march 
tely, and attack the Baeu en but this operation 


eel the troops carry their own ammunition dry; ` q 
hundred men, properly armed, would not, for i 
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three hours after day-light, have met with 100 together in a con- 

dition to refiftthem. The with of every one then turned to expec- 

tation that the fhips from Madagafcar might arrive in the inter- 

val before the Englifh fhips in the road were repaired, or others: 
joined them from the fea: but the excellence of the opportunity did 
not alter Mr. Lally’s miftruft of the refource; and letters were 
immediately difpatched to the agents at Puliacate, Tranguebar, and 
Negapatam, ordering them to fend away proyifions with inftant cx- 
pedition, at every rifque, on any kind of embarkation. 

The anxiety for the miffing {hips continued until fun-fet of the 
next day, when the Norfolk with Admiral Stevens’s flag was difco- 
vered in the offing. The fhip, prepared at all points, before the 
fouth-eaft ftorm arofe, fcudded before it with a. ftay-faiul, without 
lofing a maft, and without being obliged to anchor until the wind 
fell, when in the morning they difcovered Sadrafs. The apprehen- 
fion of more bad weather made the Admiral put out again to fea; 
when he met the Liverpool, entirely difmafted. -This fhip, having 
parted her cable, and got under fail before the others, had gained more 
fea-room than any of them; but the fouth-eaft ftorm had carried 
away all her matts ; foon after they were joined by the Grafton, 
who gave the welcome information that fhe had left, on the 28th 
of December, the Lenox, Admiral Cornifh, with the York, and 
Weymouth, 30 leagues off the land: they were all returning to- 
gether from Trincomaly : the Grafton, after parting with them, met 
hard weather during the hours in which the ftorm was raging near 
the coaft. The Admiral, leaving her to take care of the Liver- 
pool, anchored in the road of Pondicherry the next morning, and 
they in the afternoon. The other three fhips came in the next 
day. On the 7th came in the Salifbury, with the prize la Compagnie 
des Indes, likewife from Trincomaly, and the Tyger from Madrats, 
where the violence of the ftorm had not reached. No mote were 
to be expected; for the Elizabeth and the Southfea-caftle, want- 
ing the dock, were failed for Bombay, with the two other prizes, 
the Hermione and Baleine. But by this time, the four difmafted 
fhips, although not quite refitted, were again in a condition to 
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61. act on neceffity 5 and thus in a week after the ftorm, which had 
O AE 
_ raifed fuch hopes of deliverance in the garrifon of Pondicherry, they 
Eey their road again blockaded by eleven fail of the line, and although 
three of them were only of 50 guns, all were manned above their 
A -complements by the addition of the crews which had been faved 
from the three ftranded fhips. ‘Their boats continually cruizing 
intercepted, or drove away whatfoever embarkations came mars 
the road with provifions; but feveral boats which were launched from 
the town in the three nights immediately after the ftorm, favoured 
a4 by the wind, the current, and the darknefs, efcaped to the fouth- 
d 3 ward. In one of them Mr. Lally {fent away Rajahfaheb, the fon 
of Chundafaheb, who, ever fince the defeat of Vandiwafh, had re- 
fided with his family in Pondicherry ; he landed at Negapatam, 
and from thence pafled to Ceylon in the character of an elephant- 
merchant. 
EER, < Every diligence was exerted to reftore the works and ftations of 
Dt | the army to the condition from which they had been difmantled 
- `. by the ftorm. Reports of the Morattoes continued, and the ad- 
vantages of the prefent opportunity increafed the apprehenfions of 
their attempts to throw provifions into the town. The bound hedge 
. ee and i its redoubts remained as before a fufficient defence as far as they 
| extended ; but the fouth fide of the blockade along the river of 
_ Ariancopang was laid open by the ruin of the two batteries on the 
_ coco-nut and fand ifland, and of the ftar redoubt on the {pit of fand 
over. againft the bar ; which could not be reftored in ten days ; and 
k the torrent of the river prevented the immediate tranfport of men and 
= materials to fet about the work. Colonel Coote therefore deter- 
‘mined, as foon as the river fubfided, to furprize St. Thomas’s re- 
doubt, which, whilft it remained as at prefent without oppofition 
on th the other grok’ would joat the paflage of what A the 


ye iid oula she the pofts on this the ee which 
ed. The waters fell fufficiently on the 5th, and 


‘redoubt, which ftood above. at the extremity of 


' the 


ded for the attack, having previoufly aflembled. 
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Š the bound-hedge, and on the fame fide of the river, marched down 1761. 
after it was dark under the bank, which was fteep and fkirted by a aan 
fand. The redoubt ftood at the opening, but on the farther fide, of a 
channel, which-ftrikes to the north from the main body of the river, 
and carries water ‘into the ditehes of the town. A French officer, with 
three troopers of his nation, who had taken fervice in the Englith 
army, crofled firft, whilft Colonel Coote himfelf, with the reft of the 
detachment, halted on the nether fide of the channel, The officer 
was challenged, and anfwered that he came from the town with a 
party, which Mr. Lally had fent off in hafte, on intelligence that 
the Englifh intended to attack the redoubt this very night. He was 
believed, and admitted; and Colonel Coote hearing no buftle or firing, 
immediately fent over the front of his party, who, as foon as their 
numbers were fufficient, declared themfelves, and threatened to put 
the whole guard to death, if a fingle man made the leaft noife, or at- 
tempted to efcape. All obeyed, excepting one Caffre, who ftole away A 
unperceived. ‘They confifted of a ferjeant, five gunners, five Caffres, 
and fome Sepoys. The chief engineer, Mr, Call, followed with the- 
pioneer company of 50 Europeans, and roo Lafcars, carrying ga- 
bions, fafcines, and tools, with which they immediately fet to work 
to clofe and retrench the gorge; over which it was intended when 
neceflary to turn the guns againft the town. At one in the morning — 
blue lights appeared over the ramparts along the fouth front, as if the 
garrifon apprehended fome attack on their walls. Soon after they began 
to fire fingle fhot upon the redoubt, which came with fuch good aim, 
that the party at work threw the guns out of their carriages on` 
the ground, to preferve them. At two, every thing was quiet 
in the town, and the work forward, when Colonel Coote went 
away to get reft at his head quarters at Oulgarry, leaving a lieu- . 
tenant of artillery, with the 4o Europeans, and 100 Sepoys, in 
the redoubt, which the officer was ordered to defend to the laft 
extremity. The workmen had finifhed, and were withdrawn at 
four o'clock. At five, the redoubt was attacked by the four com- 
panies of grenadiers from the garrifon: they affaulted on every 
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fide at once, few fired, and all pufhed with fixed bayonets through: 
the ditch over the parapet. The refiftance was not equal either 
to the ftrength of the poft, for it was elofed on all fides; or to: 
the number of the guard, which were, including the Sepoys, 170 
men. Some efcaped by jumping over the parapet; a few were 
killed, and the greateft part, with the officer, furrendered themifelves 
prifoners. At noon, Mr. Lally fent back all who had been taken, 
to the Englifh camp, for want of provifions to feed them; but on 
condition, that they fhould not a& again. This difcovery of the 
- diftrefs of the garrifon could only be required or warranted by the 
utmoft neceflity. However, Mr. Lally might fuppofe, that the pri~ 
foners had not time to learn the worft of what the town was en- 
se during, and that they could not tell fo much as -deferters. 
ee: On the failure of this attempt, a large portion of the working 
_ parties was allotted to complete-the redoubt on the {pit of fand, 
$ which was to replace that which had been wafhed away. It was 
raifed for the advantage of higher ground, three hundred- yards in 
the rear of the former ; its {cale fufficient to contain 400 men, and 
to mount 16 guns in different directions. Equal attention was given. 
Bice to repair and complete the Hanover battery, where, from the lownefs 
of the fituation, much labour was requifite to clear the water, which. 
had filled the trench that communicated with it from fome inclofures 
inthe rear, -The only fire from the town was to interrupt the 
workmen here, but with little effe&. On the 7th, the Com- 
pany's fhip Falmouth arrived from Madrafs, laden with battering 
cannon, ammunition, and ftores, to replace what had- foundered 
in the Duke : and on the gth another fhip brought Mr. Pigot the 
ii governor, with Mr. Dupré, one of the council; and Captain Robert 
Bai? Barker, who had been to Madrafs to fuperintend the embarkation of 
r the ftores and artillery, which Captain Hiflop and he were now to 
dire againft the town. — 
j e the Nabob received intelligence that his agents had 
gotiation with the Morattoe general Vizvazypunt. 
uthop of Halicarnaflus, had added the offer of Thiagar 
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- to Gingee, and the payment of 500,000 rupees for their afliftance; 
and profered fubftantial fhroffs as fecurity ; how this wary tribe of 
money-changers were induced to. this venture, when-there was- 
not fo much in Pondicherry, nor likely to come, remains un- 
accountable. Either Vizvazipunt himfelf muft have encouraged 

; them to ftand forth.in appearance, that he might obtain the higheft 
terms from the Nabob; or fome fecret enemy of the Nabob, who was 


to gain advantage by the march of the Morattoes into the Carnatic, - 


and the fupport of Pondicherry, muft have proved to the fhroffs the 
certainty of producing the money before the payment fhould fall 
upon their fecurity; in this cafe we fee no one but Hyderally te 


conjecture. ‘The Nabob’s agents were fo perplexed by the faa, that - 
they rofe by degrees from the fame fum of 500,000 rupees with. 


which they had begun, and concluded for: two millions, of which 


one was to be paid in 20 days, and the other in nine months; on- 


which Vizvazipunt told the French reprefentatives, that they had 
no afliftance to expe& from him; and Allen and the Bifhop 
‘went away with their. troops, who were 200 Europeans mounted, 


and 100 0n foot, to Hyderally in Bengalore, which is five days. 
from Cudapanatam. The Nabob, on this important occafion, as- 


indeed on all others. ever fince he was convinced of the pro- 
bability of taking Pondicherry, enlarged himfelf with more de- 
cifion and fpirit, than he had ever exerted fince his government, 
-and firft connexion with the Enelifh nation; and as the fmalleft 
undiflembled excefles of the mind tell more than the whole com- 
pofure of political reafon, he never failed to afk Colonel Coote 
every day, whether he was fure, and when, Pondicherry would 
furrender. Advices were at the fame time received from Captain 
Prefton, that he had attacked the pettah of Thiagar, which ftands 
on the plain, and after fome refiftance carried both the mud-walls ; 
on which the French troops who defended it ran to the rock, 
_and faved themfelves in the fortifications above, which could only 
T be affaulted by furprize, or reduced by famine or bombardment: he 


chad already begun to throw fhells from two howitzers, and was wait- 


ing 


CC-0. Gurukul Kangri University, Haridwar Collection. Digitized by S3 Foundation USA = 


535 
1761. 
C 


J anuary. 


Tue Wan or CoroMANDEL. -_ Book XMI. 


ing for mortars from Madrafs. Thefe advices removed any farther 
apprehentions of fuccours getting into Pondicherry from the land. 
By the morning of the roth, the Hanover battery was compleated ; 
but before it opened, Colonel Coote, with feveral officers, advanced 
from the Villenore redoubt, to reconnoitre the baitions of the 
town. As they were ftanding about 800 yards from the walls, a 
flag appeared approaching. Colonel Coote fent forward his aid- 
de-camp lieutenant Duefpe, (not the officer we have mentioned 
at Vandivafh) to receive his meflage or letters. "Two other officers 
accompanied Duefpe, and went on in the avenue leading from 
» the Villenore redoubt to the glacis, until they were challenged by 
the centries, and ordered to retire; but not obeying, a thot was 
fired from a fix-pounder on the Villenore gate, which miffed them, 
but unfortunately {truck and killed Duefpe, as he was talking to 
the meflenger. Colonel Coote fent to demand fatisfaction for the 
outrage, fuppofing it unprovoked. Mr. Lally confined the officers 
on duty at the gate, and the next day fent his aid-de-camp to explain 

the mifchance, for which he exprefled much concern. 

A few hours after Duefpe was killed, the Hanover battery 
opened with ten guns, fix were twenty-four, and four eighteen- 
pounders, and with three mortars, two of thirteen and one of ten 
inches. The fix guns on the left fired upon the weft face of the 
N. w. baftion, and of the counter-guard before it. The two next 
upon the next baftion on the left, which was fmall, and mounte 

ed only three guns: it was called St. Jofeph. The two other 
guns on the right battered the two projecting towers ftanding 

on each fide of the Valdore gate, which had a good ravelin 
jn front between them. The mortars fired varioully. The fire 
-of the cannon ceafed in three hours, but the mortars continued 

` at intervals throughout the day, The garrifon returned very fpa- 
tingly. The next day, the 11th, the battery, having been da- 
oe by its own ufe, fired lefs, and the town more, with the 
thells from two mortars in the Waldore ravelin, which 
fell in and near the Hanover battery; which never- 
gain the next morning quite repaired, and with 
great 
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great vivacity; but the enemy neither in this nor the preceding 1761. 
night had given any repair to the N. w. baftion, and its counter- Piet 
guard; which, in confequence of this neglect, had very little fire 
to return, nor did much come from the baftion of St. Jofeph, or 
the works of the Valdore gate. Many deferters came over in thefe two 
nights, and their accounts agreed of the difmal diftrefs of the gar- . 
rifon. The Englifh army, on the contrary, received the confirmation ; 
of a'report, that more forces from England (fent by the fame {pirit 
as the others) were arrived at Anjengo, on-the coaft of Malabar. 
fix hundred men, the remainder of the highland regiment, had 
embarked in the month of’ May in five of the company’s fhips and 
two men of war of the line. ‘Three of the company’s and one of 
the men of war arrived at Anjengo on the r5th of December, and 
the others were daily expected there. 

The redoubt on the {pit-of fand to the fouth was compleated by 
the night of the 12th, and the workmen and tools recalled, to ferve at 
the opening of the trenches, for which all the materials were by this 
tirne collected. The Hanover battery fired little through the 13th, 
and received only a few fhells. In the beginning of the night, all 
appointed for the trenches were aflembled at the bleaching town. 
They were yoo Europeans draughted from the rank and file, 400 
Jafcars, the pioneer company of 70 Europeans, and 200 coolies: 
there were likewife 400 oxen, with their drivers, one to three. 
The ground was opened, under cover, juft within the fkirt of the 
bleaching town, in the part neareft the beach. After three fhort 
returns, the trench was brought to the outfide of the houfes, 
and from hence pufhed on obliquely in one ftreight line, until 
it pafled crofs the high road leading from the Madrafs gate, on the 

‘other fide of which road, the intended battery was to be erected. 
This oblique trench was 480 yards long, and from its termination 
was continued another of 280 yards, parallel to the defences of 
the town. Two‘ fhort trenches continued, one from each end 
of this parallel, and fell im with the two ends of the intended 
battery, which was to be conftruéted 40 yards in front; and the 
parallel in the rear was to be the flation of the main guard for. 
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the fupport of the battery, if attacked. ~All this work, compre- 
hending Soo yards, theltered on the eft by gabions, fa{cines, and 
dfand-bags, was executed by the European foldiery, divided into com- 
‘panies, all working at the fame time according to ‘the trace, on the 
different ground allotted to each divifion; whilft the 400 lafcars, 
and the 200 coolies, were employed in briuging-the materials, not 
only to them, but«=to -the battery, where the pioneers were 
at work, as requiring: more knowledge and exa&nefs; who before 
the morning had finifhed.4ix embrafures in the battery; to which, 

fikewife, the oxen had brought the cannon from the artillery- 
park, which had been formed near the fea-fhore, juft without 
the bound-hedge. It was fcarcely poflible for the fame number 
tof hands to have.done more work in *the fame time. Colonel 
“Coote, and the principal officers, pafied the night in the trenches, 
and were accompanied by Mr. Pigot and Mr. Dupré. The town, 
to their great furprize, although blue lights often appeared on 
the walls, did not firea fingle fhot to interrupt the- work. C 
had beer *taken to leffen the ufual noife, by not driving 
picquets of the gabions into the earth with the entrenching tools; 
neverthelefs, fo many perfons continually bufy, the found of the 
carriages and oxen, ‘and the call of their drivers could {carcely re- 
main unheard ; as the battery was within 4 50 yards of the walls. 
Jun tbefore day-light -all the workmen were withdrawn, and 100 
Europeans, with 300 Sepoys, were pofted in the parallel, and ano- 
‘thersparty of the fame number in the cover of the village at the 
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9 
‘tail of the trenches, in order to fupport the foremoft euard, The 
embrafures that were finifhed were left matked; becaufe there had 
not been time to lay down the platforms for the guns. Neverthe- 
Jefs, it was expected, that the garrifon would fire hotly the enfuing 
day, were it only to damage the parapet of the battery. 

. They were doubtlefs aftonifhed at the work they faw done; but, 
only fired now and then, and only fingle thot ata time; obferv- 
ing which, the chief engineer fent carpenters, who laid down the plat- 
forms, without receiving any hurt. The Hanover battery fired 
throughout the day, with all its artillery and redoubled vivacity, 


which 
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which before night filenced all the guns again which it opened; 4761. 
on the Nn. w. baftion and its counter-guard, on St. Jofeph’s, on the E. 
two demi-baftions, and on the ravelin of the Valdore gate. 4 
At night the pioneers, with 300 Lafcars, went to work again 

at the royal battery; and the town, having well marked the aim, 

kept up a {mart fire of fhot, grape, and muitketry, which 

killed or dangeroufly wounded 12 men in the battery. Several 
fhowers of rain fell in the night, which gave apprehentfion that 

the enemy would fally ; but they refrained, and before day-light 

the battery was compleated. It was called the royal, and contained 

eleven twenty-four pounders, and on the left three heavy mortars. It 

opened early in the morning, and, feconded by the crofs and enfilading 

fire of the Hanover battery with 10 guns, {oon filenced all the defences 

which bore upon it; excepting a gun or two on the baftion next the 

beach. Inaétivity joined neceffity in this unaccountable aban- 

don of defence; which was fo great, that, what rarely happens 

until all commanding works are entirely demolifhed, men were fet, 

and continued at work throughout the day, along the whole line of 

the trenches, fixing more fecurely the gabions, ramming down the 

earth, and fmoothing the tops of the parapet, that the troops, if 

{allied upon in the enfuing night, might fire over them with cer-: 

tainty and fafety. A party was draughted to begin, as foon as it 

was dark, another battery of fix guns, 300 yards nearer to the 
beach, and 150 nearer the walls: it was intended to deftroy the 
flanks of the feveral baftions, which the royal battery could -only 

take in reverfe. 

As the fun was fetting, Colonel Coote coming, as was his cuftom, 

to fupervife the batteries, faw a flag advancing in the Villenore 
avenue; who, being challenged, announced the approach of a de- 
putation. ‘They came on foot, the town having neither horfes or 
palankin bearers to carry them, and Colonel Coote received them at 

his head-quarters at Oulgarry. The deputies were Colonel Durre, 
j commandant of the king’s artillery, father Lavaur, fuperior of the 

. Jefuits, Moracin. and Courtin, members of the council, with Tobin 

" . ferving as interpreter. aye! 
<< + VoL. ĮI. t 4 Z Colonel 
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Colonel Durre delivered a memorial figned by Mr. Lally of the 
following purport: ‘* That the Englifh had: taken Chanderna- 
« gore againft the faith of the treaties of neutrality which had al- 
ways fubfifted between the European nations in Bengal, and ef- 
“ pecially between the Englifh and French ; and this at atime, when 
* that fettlement had juft rendered the Englifh the moft fignal fer- 
« vices, as well by refufing to join the Nabob Surajah Dowlah in 
« the attack of Calcutta, as by receiving and fuccouring the inha- 
«‘bitants of this colony, after their defeat: and difperfion; by 
which proteCtion they were enabled to remain in the province, and 
“ by this continuance to recover their fettlements ; as Mr. Pigot had 
‘acknowledged in a letter to the government of Pondicherry.—” 
That ‘the goverment of Madrafs had refufed to. fulfil the con- 
«c ditions of a cartel concluded between the two crowns, although 
« Mr. Pigot had at firft accepted the cartel, and commiffioners had 
< been appointed on both fides to. meet at Sadrafs, in order to fette 
& amicably whatfoever difficulties might:occur in the execution.”°— 
< This conduct of the Englith (Mr. Lally goes on) puts it out of 
“his power, as ref{ponfible to the court of France, to propofe any 
“capitulation for the city of Pondicherry.”—‘*’The troops of the 
“king and company furrender. themfelves, for want of provi- 
“ fions, prifoners of war to his Britannic Majefty, conformably 
“to the terms of the cartel, which Mr. Lally claims for the 
“civil inhabitants and citizens, and for the exercife of the 
*“Roman religion, the religious houfes, hofpitals, chaplains, fur- 
*“* geons, domefticks, &c. referring to the two courts to decide a 
“< proportional reparation for the violations of treaties fo folemnly ef- 
“ tablithed.”—** In confequence, Mr. Coote may to-morrow morn- 
« ingat eight o'clock. take pofleflion of the Villenore-gate, and on 
“ the fam¢ hour the next day of the gates of the citadel (Fort Louis) ; 
« and as he has the force in his own hands, he may di€tate fuch far- 
“ther difpofitions as he may think proper.” —“ From a principle of 
s juftice and humdnity alone I demand (thefe are Mr. Lally’s words) 
“that the mother and fitters of Rajahfaheb be: permitted to feck an 


“ afylum wherefoever they {hall think proper, or that they re- 


` 


“ main 
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“main prifoners with the Englith, and be not delivered into the 
s hands of Mahomed Ally Cawn, ftill tinged with the blood of the 
“ father and hufband, which -he fhed, to the fhame indeed of thofe 
“ who delivered up Chundafaheb to him, but-to the fhame likewife 
«of the-commander of the Englifh army, who ought not to have fuf- 
“< fered {uch a barbarity to have been committed in his ca pote 
“ Being himfelf confined by the cartel in the declaration which he 
“is now making to Mr. Coote, Mr. Lally confents ‘that the men- 
‘* bers of the council of Pondicherry make their own reprefentations, 
‘con what may more immediately concern their particular interefts, 
‘and thofe of the colony.” 

Father Lavaur.and -the other deputies prefented another memo- 
rial, drawn up by the.governor and the council of Pondicherry, . 
containing the following requifitions.  ‘ That no hurt fhould be 
« done to the inhabitants; their houfes be preferved, their effects 
«and mercantile goods left to their own difpofal: that all whe 
«chofe “might remain in their habitations, and were to be con- 
c fidered as Britifh fubje&ts, and enjoy their former pofleffions and 
« advantages. In their favour the Reman Catholic réligion was 
‘ to be maintained; the churches, the houfes of the eccleéfiaftics, 


<c and the religious orders, whether within or without the city, to be 


e preferved with every thing belonging to them; the miffionaries free 
‘< to go and come, and receive under the Englifh flag the fame pro- 
« tection as they had under the F rench.” ‘* No buildings or edifices, 
«and no part of the fortifications, were to be demolifhed, until the 
« decifion of the refpective fovereigns.” — ‘* The records in the 
“+ -regifter-office, on which the fortunes of individuals depend, were 
c to remain under the care of the prefent depofitaries, and be fent 


«t to France, at their difcretion.’—** Not only the inhabitants who 


“ were French, but of whatfoever other nation eftablifhed at Pon- 
« dicherry. for their commerce, were to participate of thefe con- 
« ditions.’——-** The Creoles of Bourbon and Mauritius, of whom 
the number, including five officers, are 41, having ferved only as 
« volunteers, fhall have liberty to return home by the firft oppor- 

4 Z 2 Te tunity” 
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1761» e ee ee « Safeguards were to be furnithed to prevent diforders.” 
f Eia « And all thefe conditions were to be executed with good faith.” 

. Janwary. Colonel Coote gave an anfwer in writing to Mr. Lally’s memorial, 
i i fignifying, that “ the particulars of the capture of Chandernagore 
H « were before his Britannic Majefty, which precluded him from 
os « entering into any difcuffion on this fubject, neither could he admit 
o SAG had any relation to the furrender of Pondicherry.” «* That 
« the difpute which had arifen concerning the cartel remained as yet 
« undecided, by which it was out of his power to confent that the 
e troops in Pondicherry fhould be deemed prifoners on the terms 
« of that cartel ; but that they muft furrender prifoners of war, to 
«c be treated at his difcretion, which fhould not be deficient in hu- 
< manity.” “ That the gates of the town and citadel fhould be 
<< taken poffeffion of by the Englith troops at the hours propofed by 
« Mr. Lally.” «< That the mother and fitters of Rajahfaheb fhould 
“ be efcorted to Madrafs, where proper care fhould be taken for 
«c their fafety, and that they fhould not on any account be delivered 
« into the hands of the Nabob Mahomedally.” ‘To the other de- 


i in his anfwer to Mr. Lally : ney returned into the town at mid- 
z Be night. 

aA ‘The next morning, it was the 16th of January, the grenadiers 
of Coote’s regiment marched from the camp, and took pofleffion 
of the Villenore gate. Colonel Coote dined with Mr. Lally; who, 
apprehenfive of tumult or diforders, confented that the citadel {hould 


the camp ; and in the afternoon the garrifon drew up under arms on 
the pa mde, before the citadel, and the Englifh troops facing them ; 
l n Ene. reviewed the a which, exclufive of comin fe 


Peis gs. 


a. 


puties Colonel Coote only faid, that their propofitions were anfwered 


be delivered up in the evening, that the foldiers might be put under 
confinement before night. Accordingly more troops marched in from: 
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landing, throughout all the fervices of the field, and all the diftrefles 
of the blockade, not a man of them had ever deferted to the Englith 
army. The victor foldier gave his figh (which none but banditti 
could refufe) to this folemn contemplation of the fate of war, which 
might have been his own. The French troops,. after they were 
reviewed,. marched into the citadel, where they depofited their arms 
in heaps, and were then conduéted to their prifons.. 


The next morning the Englith flag was hoifted in the town, and’ 
its difplay was. received by the falute of a thoufand pieces of cannon, . 


from every gun of every {hip in the road, in all the Englith pofts and 

batteries, the field-artillery of the line, and on the ramparts and de- 

fences of Pondicherry.. $ 
The furrender. was. inevitable,. for at the fcanty rate of the 


wretched provifions,. to. which. the. garrifon had for fome time - 


been reduced,.there did not remain fufficient to fupply them two 
days more. Neverthelefs the deteftation againft Mr. . Lally, if 
poflible, increafed, asthe fole author of the calamity, and, no longer 
reftrained by his authority, broke out in the moft vindictive expref- 
fions of menace and reproach. ‘The third day after the furrender was 
appointed for his departure. to Madrafs. In-.the forenoon of this 
day a troop of officers,.moftly of the French company’s battalion, 


-went up the fteps of the government houfe, towards his apart- 


ments, where they were met -by his aid de camp, whom they in- 
faulted ; and were difperfed by the guard, which came.up on the 
quarrel. This troop then aflembled and waited below at the gate of 
the citadel until one o’clock. Mr. Lally did not move until the clofe 
of the day; his efcort was 15 Englifh hufiars, and four troopers of 
his own guard ; he came out in his palankin, and: at..the gate were 
gathered a hundred perfons, moftly officers, with them the coun- 
fellors Moracin and Courtin. As foon as Mr. Lally appeared, a hue 


was fet up by the whole affembly, hiffes, pointing, threats, and - 
every’ abufive name; but the efcort prevented violence. - Mr. Dubois; . 
the “.ing’s commiffary, who was to proceed with Mr. Lally, came. 


out of the fort an hour after, but on foot; the fame aflembly had 


‘continued on the parade, and dhowered the fame abufes. - Dubois 
. _ftopt, 
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would anfiver any one. One Defer Rept out, they 
drew, and the fecon rA laid Dubois dead, who was 6o years of 
age, fhort-fighted, and always wore de. No one would affift 
his fervants Cae and bury the corpfe; and his death, vio- 
lent and iniquitous as it was, was treated as a meritorous a&t: his 
papers were immediately taken pofieffion of by the regifter. It was 
known, that he had, ever fince his arrival at Pondicherr Y, compofed 
proteits on the part of the King againft all the diforders and i irregu- 
larities which came to his knowledge in any of the departments of 
the government, and the colle€tion was very voluminous; but none 
of his papers have ever appeared. 

The total number of the European military taken in the town, 
including fervices attached to the troops, was 2072; the civil inhabi- 
tants were 381 ; the artillery fit for fervice were 500 pieces of can- 
non, and roo mortars and howits. The ammunition, arms, weapons, 


and military ftores, were in equal abundance. 


‘On the 4th day after the furrender, Mr. Pigot demanded of Co- 
lonel Coote, ‘that Pondicherry fhould be delivered over to the Pre- 
fidency of Madrafs, as having become the property of the Englith Eat 


India Company. A.council of war, compofed of the two admirals, 


‘and four .poft-captains -of the fquadron, Colonel Coote and three 
Majors of ‘the king’s troops, aflembled, to deliberate on this de- 
mand; and required the authority on ich it was made, Mr. Pigot 
‘infifted.on the king’ s patent, dated the 14th of Januar y1758, ene 


regulates the Company’s fhare and title to captures. The council 


of war deemed the patent incompetent to the pretenfion. Mr. Pigot, 
asthe fhorteft way, declared, that if Pondicherry were not deliver red, 
the Prefidency of Madrafs would not furnifh money cither for the 
fubfiftence of the King’s troops, or the French prifoners. This con- 
aes barred all farther euena for neither the Bd ural, nor 


the a in England for fach a contingency. The 
il of "war, therefore, fubmitted to the requifition, but protefted 

he alt it  conveye i ed againft the King’ S peace and 
idenc y refponfibie for the confequences. 
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During this difcuffion, Colonel Coote detached eight companies 
of Sepoys, under the command of Captain Stephen Smith, to inveft 
the forts of Gingee ; and a convoy of military ftores were fent from 
the camp: to Major Prefton, who was continuing the blockade of 
Thiagar. 

The Nabob requefted and expeéted that the army, after the necef- 
fary repofe, would accompany him againft fuch chiefs and feudatonies, 
whom he wifhed-or had pretenfions to call to account, either for con- 
tempts of. his authority, or for tributes unfettled, or withheld. He 
had not forgiven the rebellion of his half-brother Nazeabulla of 
Nelore. His indignation had never ceafed againft Mortizally, the 
Kellidar of Velore, who, as well as the three greater Polygars to 
the north, and of Arielore, and Woriorepollam to the fouth,. were 
fufpeéted of hidden treafures ; ftill more the greater and lefler- Mora- 


vars; and the king of Tanjore,. wealthier than all, fearcely con- 


fidered the Nabob as his fuperior. 

But the Prefidency had other attentions to regard ; their treafury 
and credit was exhaufted in the reduétion of Pondicherry ; the care 
of 2500 French prifoners required {trong guards and no little ex- 
pence. Bengal was engaged in hoftilities, wanted troops, and could 
fend no money: Bombay had extended its military concerns by the 
acquifition of the caftle of Surat in the beginning of the year 1759, 
which had induced the neceflity of other important attentions in that 
part of the: continent ; and.they were at this time earneftly requeft= 
ing the return of all the troops they: had fent to Coromandel. The 


factory at Tellichery likewife advifed, that they intended to ftop the. 


troops which were juft arrived and expected in the fhips from Eng- 
land; and waited only the orders of their fuperiors at Bombay to 
attack the French fettlement at Mahe, in which fervice they-requefted 
what a(fiftance could be {pared from Coromandel.. It was fiH un- 
certain what was become of the French fquadron; the Englifh 
{quadron wanted their marines, and were enjoined a fecret fervice 


from England, in which Madrafs was to affift.. Thefe views and 
confiderations appeared to the Prefidency of more immediate impor- - 
tance than the indulgence of. the triumphal notions which wae 
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the mind of the Nabob, whofe joy at the reduction, of Pondicherr Y, 
Although the arfenal which had forged all the anxieties of his life, 
was immediately in rered by this interruption to the future con- 
queits he had! we d ar at heart: and, unwilling to continue in the 
Carnatic without atire predominance of his EO he retired 
as it were un difg Pith: victory to Tritchinopoly, where he arrived 
on the rsth of February. 

Four hundred of the French prifoners were fent to Madrafs, and 
the Highlanders, ʻi fix companies, with fome artillery-men, and four 


‘companies of Sepoys, marched thither to reinforce the Sarin 3 200 


were fent to Tritchinopcly under the efcort of 100 Europeans, ‘and 
fome Sepoys. The reft of the prifoners remained in the dungeons 
of Pondicherry, until they could be otherwite difpofed of ; anit 390 
Europeans, including the pioneer company, and ġo aftillerpanion, 
with the troop of European horfe, and four companies of Sepoys, 
were appointed to garrifon the town. The troops from Bombay, 
being 120 of the king’ s artillery, and 190 common infantry, belong- 
ing to that prefidency, embarked i in two {hips to return thither ; ie 
marines were reftored to the fquadron; the reft of the army went 
into cantonments at Cuddalore. . 

- The court of France had inftruéted Mr. Lally to deftroy the ma- 
ritime pofleffions of the Englith nation in India, which might fall 
to their arms. Thefe inftructions had been intercepted ; and, in con- 


‘fequence « of them, the’court of Direétors of the Enelith Eaft-India | 


Company had ordered their Prefidencies to alate the fame 
meafure on the French fettlements, whenever in their power. Ac- 
cordingly Mir. Pigot, with the approbation of the council of Madrafs, 
refolved to demolith the fortifications of Pondicherry ; and as. Mr. 
Stevens fignifed his intention to repair forthwith to Bombay, in 
order to refit his {quadron, the demolition was commenced without 
delay, left a French armament fhould arrive during their abfence, 
eee: the town, whilft the fortifications remained i In a condition 
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in Pondicherr ‘y, all of the regiments of Lorrain and Lally, to be 


confined at Bombay, or fent to Europe as Opportunities fhould Bae 
CDruarye 
offer. As Mr. Stevens intended to aid, if neceflary, in the attack 


of Mahé, the Prefidency fent 50 of the company’s artillery, and 
three of their engineers in the f{quadron. 

Mahé is fituated four miles to the fouth of Tellicherry. The fort . 
and town ftand not far from the beach of the fea, along the fouth 
fide of a river, which admits fmall veflels. Several hills rife near 
the town, and on the two neareft on the fame fide of the river are 
built two {mall forts, and a much larger, called St. George, on a hill 
on the other fide. . The fettlement prefides over all belonging to the 
French company on this fide of the peninfula, excepting their factory 
at Surat. Thefe dependencies are five forts to the north of Telli- 
cherry, and a factory houfe at Calicut. 

The five fhips from England had landed the Coo $ Tellicherry 
by the sth of January; but from the length of the paffage to and 
fro, the permiffion from Bombay to attack Mahé did not arrive 
before the beginning of February ; and with it the prefidency fent 
one of their cruizers, and a bomb-ketch to affift ; as none of the fhips 
had been detained.. The delay had given Mr. Louet, the governor 
of Mahé, time to make treaties for affiftance with feveral of the neigh- 
bouring chiefs of the country, with whom the fettlement had long 
been in commerce; and they promifed and {wore to affift efficacioufly, 
as again{t a common enemy. The aid was much wanted, for the. Eu- 
ropean military, on whom the ftrefs of the defence was to reft, did 
not exceed roo, and even they, from the general neceffity 36 the 
French company’s affairs, had.not received. their pay for feveral 
months, and miffed no opportunity of deferting. “The black troops. 
belonging to the company, were a thoufand. . det 

The troops at Tellicherry marched out and encamped on the 8th 

of February on the limits of Mahé. Their numbers, for the garrifon 
took the field, amounted to goo’ Europeans, and 700 natives; they 
were commanded by major He&tor Munro, who determined to dire& 
his firft attack againft Fort St. Go on the hither fide of te 


river » 
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< All the folicitations of Mr. Louet were of no avail, when his allies 
- faw the Englifh troops taking the field, and were apprized of their 
- numbers; they did not fend a man; and before day-break the next 
morning, he difpatched a letter to Mr. Hodges, the chief of Telli- 
cherry, propofing terms of capitulation, on Aish Major Munro was 
ordered not to commence hoftilities. Agents fent to explain doubts 
and objections, continued going to tits fro until the morning of 
the 13th, when the capitulation was figned. It was agreed, that 
all the European military fhould be tranfported at the expence 
-of the Enghith, either to the ifland of Bourbon, or to Europe, £ 
and when landed there, to be free. The effeéts, artillery, and 
military ftores, belonging to the French company, were to be 
furrendered, but the effects and poflefiions of individuals were to be 
preferved to them entire, without moleftation in the ufe. The free 
exercife of the Roman religion was to be permitted as before the 
furrendeér ; the priefts on no account were to be vexed, nor the 
churches or religious edifices impaired. The forts to the north- 
ward of Tellicherry were to be given up on the fame conditions as 
Mahé, and the factory at Calicut was to continue unmolefted under 
the ufual neutrality of that town: ample honours of war were al- 
lowed to the garcifon. Five hnndred men under the command. of 
Major Peers marched into Mahé at noon ; and foon after , the garrifon 
were efcorted with their honours to Tellicherry. A detachment was 
then prepared under the command of Major Monro, to take in the 
forts to the northward, which it was fufpected might difpute the Xe 
terms of capitulation provided for them. ‘I'he news of the furrender ‘a 

of Mahé arrived at Madrafs on the 3d of March. 
Captain Stephen Smith, as (oa as encamped before Gingee, 
+ aed Macgregor, the commanding officer, who anf{wered, that 
af he. had brought one hundred thoufand men, the forts sould not 
be reduced i in three years. The troops encamped to the eaft op- 
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o the o outward . pettah on the plain, which, although it 
ud wall, was of much lefs defence than the inward town, 
Xe lssotthigher ground, nearly in the center of the triangu- 
tending between the three mountains. The valley a 
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is enclofed on the three fides by a ftrong wall with towers of {tone, 
which have a ditch before them, excepting in fuch parts where the aurea 
rocks render it unneceffary; but the wall continues up the moun- i 4 
tains, and furrounds the three forts, connecting them with each other. 

Befides this exterior enclofure, the interior and higher defences run 

double round the two forts to the eaft; and the great mountain to 

the weft, which is the principal fortification, has four enclofures, one 

below another towards the town in the valley, but of different {paces 

and elevations; and the higheft is a fteep rock in the north-weft 

part of the third enclofure above the valley ; this far overtops all the- 
mountains, and in the fort on its fummit, although fmall, is a con- 

tinual {pring of water. ‘The extent of wall in all the fortifications 

meafures more than 12000 yards; to defend which the French had 

only 150 Europeans, » topafles, or coffrees, 600 Sepoys, and 1000 

natives of the adjoining hills, whom they called colleries. But 

they fuppofed the forts on the mountains to be impregnable, and that 

the town below would not be attempted, becaufe, if taken, the troops ie 


which were to maintain it, would be continually fubje to the fire 
of the defences above. 
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The wall on the eaft fide of the valley extends 1200 yards from 
the mountain of St. George on the right, to the Englith mountain 
on the left, and nearly in the middle pafleth ane the fide of a 3 
heap of rocks on which the French had raifed a work, which they 
called the. royal battery; under which on the right towards the 
mountain of Si. George ftood a gateway oppofite to the outward 
pettah in the pinne : but the pettah extended only from this moun- 
tain to the rocks of the battery. 
Obfervation and deferters (of whom feveral came evéry ag) ap- 
prized Captain Smith of the ftate of the garrifon and defences, and 
that the garrifon remained in perfect fecurity as well in the town 
below, as in the forts above. On the night between the 2d i 
and third of February, he marched from his camp with 600 Sepoys, | : 
in two divifions, of which the foremoft, 200, carried a fufficient 
number of icaling ladders, and the others were to f{upport when called 
for. ‘They left the north wall of the pettah on the left, but pafled 
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k- Cae them oppofite to the middle of that part of the wall of the valley 

which extends between the royal battery and the Englifh mountain. 

_- They croffed the ditch, placed their ladders, and got over the wall un- 

challenged : the object was now to get pofleflion of the gate on the 

4 other fide of the royal battery; but the rocks on which it ftood ex- 

a -tended backwards to the firt houfes of the town, andit was necef- 

fary to go through the firft ftreet leading acrofs, in order to pafs be~. 

yond the rear of the rocks and gain an avenue of trees, which led 

down to the gateway: they proceeded even quite through the ftreet 

unperceived ; but, as they were coming down the avenue, were chal- 

'lenged and difcovered by the guard of the gateway, who fired; 

which alarmed the other ftations in the town,, but. with fo much 

confufion, that Captain Smith gave no attention to it, but haftened 

to the gateway, from which he difperfed the guard at the puth of 

bayonet, and opening the gate let in the other divifion of 400 Sepoys, 

who were halting not far off in the neareft fhelter, and with them 

took poffeffion of the royal battery. It was now three in the morn- 

ing, and Smith waited for day light to drive the enemy out of 

the town, who retired before; fome to St. George’s, others to 

the Englifh mountain, but moft of them into the enclofure next 

the town towards the great mountain, where they continued firing 

from the adjacent rampart throughout the next day upon the guards 

which were advanced and ftationed in the houfes of the town; 

and cannon from all the hills continually plunged down, wherefoever 

they faw or fufpeéted any of the Englith troops ; but with little effect. 

“> In the enfuing night the enemy’s troops, who had retired to the fecond 

enclofure, left it, and retreated to the higher defences of the great 
_mountain. 

On intelligence of this fuccefs rooo more Sepoys were fent to 

h, who as the town was very unhealthy, continued more than 

f of his force in the encampment on the plain. The defertion 

, and among{t them came a very experienced Jemautdar 
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the 


l; 


Book XII; GINGEE. THIAGAR. 


the next night 200 Sepoys marched under his guidance. We 
are not apprized of their track, but fuppofe they proceeded from the - 
camp and went up on the outfide of the mountain to the fouth, to the ’ 
enclofure of the outward rock which is 80 feet higher than thofe be- 
neath. ‘They fixed their ladders, and got over the wall before they 
were difcovered; and feized 8 Europeans, but the reft of the guard 
efcaped to the enclofures below ; where all continued very alert until 
day-light, when an officer came down to capitulate, and demanded - 
very liberal terms ; but captain Smith knowing that they were at any 
time in his power, by fending more men up to the rock above them, | 
refufed to accept: the furrender, excepting at difcretion; to which 
they confented. They were 42 Europeans, of whom fix were. 
officers, and 70 Sepoys. A.large ftock of provifions was found. 


“in the forts.of this mountain, by which it was concluded, that thofe 


in the two others were equally as well provided ; and no enquiry gave - 
hopes that either of thefe fortreffes could be taken by furprize, and. 
ftill lefs by open attack. It therefore remained to try if time might. 


produce the fuccefs which was not to be expected either from force.: 


or fortune. . 

The fameday that the mountain of St. George furrendered to captain - 
Smith, the important fortrefs of Thiagar capitulated to Major Prefton, » 
after a blockade and bombardment of 65 days, during which, above. 
40 Europeans had deferted to him from the rock, 20 had been: 
killed or died, 25 lay-wounded in the hofpital, and 114 rank and‘ 
file, with twelve officers, were in a condition to march, fo that the | 


whole number of Europeans which had been fhut up were upwards ofi 


200, with 300 Sepoys, and 100 Coffrees ; they had provifions for- 
two E longer; and the water, which gave the principal value to- 


the fort, A as ufual in plenei and of a good quality. . 


Neverthelefs, the commanding officer only ftipulated that the gar- 
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rifon fhould receive the fame treatment as the troops taken in Pon- . ` 


dicherry ; according to which the officers were to be fent to Europe - 
upon parole, not to ferve again during the prefent war, and the - 
Europeans of rank and file were.to be treated at difcretion ; and they » 
were fent to be confined with thofe: already i in the prifons of ; 
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Tiitchinopoly ; but the Sepoys and Coffrees being excellent were 
taken into the Company’s fervice. | 
‘In the mean time, the detachment from Tillecherry was P 
i cuting the reduction of the dependencies of Mahe. The firft is 
called Fort Delhi, fituated on the ftrand of a promontory called 
Mount Delhi, which is a remarkable head-Jand ten miles to the 
north of Tellicherry; four miles further on is the mouth of the 


turns fhort many miles above, and-continues parallel to the beach 
* of the fea, from which it is no where a mile afunder; a mile anda 
half up this river- on the left hand, and on the mouth of another, 
3 ftands Ramatilly, which is a {mall fort; on the fame fide, five 
mites beyond, is the fort of Mattalavy, which ftands trong on 
a rocky eminence: {even miles farther, on the wn. fide of the 
mouth of another river, is the fort of elaine which -is sich 
larger ; and fix miles up this river, to the eaft, and on its left thore, 
ftands the fifth fort, which is fimall,. and cailed VENEN Fort 
Delhi, Neliferum and Ramatilly were garrifoned by French troops, 
but the government of Mahé had delivered up the other two in 
pledge for debt to two chiefs of the country, who were determined 
is ~ “not to part with them until compenfated; and as they equally 
. commanded the rivers, which were the channels of traffick, the other 
~- three would be of no fervice, if the two continued in hoftility. Delhi 
| and Ramatilly furrendered on the firft f{ummons, but at Mattalavy 
Ri - were afiembled a large body of Naires, whofe bravery is always def- 
3 perate. The two fhips from Pondicherry, which were carrying back 
. the Bombay troops, were at this time working up the coaft of Ma- 
: labar, and had pafled beyond the river of Nelifert um; and Major Mon- 
ro, finding more refiftance than he expecteed in his expedition, fent 
after them for artillery-men and cannon, which came, and two 
atte ies were erected againft Mattalavy: but the f{ettlement of 
erry had in the mean time been negotiating with the two 
10 were in poffefiion of Matalavy and Veram: ally, who 
render them on condition of. receiving an annual 


to both amounted to 3009 rupees. As foon as thefe 


forts 


E river of Neliferum, which, defcending from the mountains to the eaft, 
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forts were delivered, the French garrifon at Neliferum, which did not 
exceed 20 Europeans, fubmitted without refiftance, 

On the 5th of April, Captain Stephen Smith received a propofal 
from Captain Macgregor, who commanded in the’great mountain of. 
Gingee, that he would capitulate, if his garrifon were allowed the 
honours of war, the rank and file to be fent to Europe by the firft 
opportunity as prifoners liable to exchange, but the officers per- 
mitted to retire, with their arms, baggage and effcéts, to any of the. 
neutral fettlements on the coaft, where they were to be fubfifted ac- 
cording to their ranks at the expence of the Englifh company, who. 
were likewife to defray their paflage to Europe. Three hundred of the 
Englifh Sepoys had already died in the town, and in the mountain of 
St. George, from the peculiar inclemency of the air, which has always. 
been deemed the moft unhealthy in the Carnatic, infomuch that the 
French, who never until lately kept more than too Europe ans here, , 
had loft 1200 in the ten years ‘during which it had been iù their pof-. 
{effion. Captain Smith, therefore, very readily accepted the terms, 
and in the afternoon the garrifons marched out of the two mountains. 
They were 12, officers, an roo rank and file, Europeans, coffrees, 
and topafles, and 40 lafcars for the artillery, which were 30 pieces. 
of cannon and fome mortars. A pafiport and fafeouard was-allowed: 
to a moor of diftinétion, who had long refided in the great mountain. 

This day terminated the long contefted hoftilities between the two, 
rival European powers-in Coromandel, and left not a fingle enfign. 
of the French nation avowed by the authority of its government in 
any part of India; for the troops which had gone away to Myfore,. 
were hereafter to be regarded as a band of cee adventurers feek- 
ing fortune and bates In Bengal they had not a fingle agent. 

r. reprefentative, and their factories at Surat and Calicut were meer. 


ee houfes on fufférance.. Thus after a war of 1§ years, which 


commenced with the expedition of Delabourdonnais agzinft Madrais. 
in 1746, and had continued, from that time with iene the in- 
termiflion Gfone year, was retaliated the fame meafure of extirpation, 
which had been intended, and invariably purfued, by the French 
councils againft. the Englifh commerce and power: 


avowed, 
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avowed in the French memoirs on the events we have related, was Fe 
he object of Delabourdonnais’ expedition, of the whole government 
eer ambition of Dupleix, ‘and of the great armament BF naval and 
Jand forces, which accompanied Mr. alki to India, who cònftantly 
‚declared, that he had but one point, which was, not to leave an 
-Englifhman in the peninfula. To retard as much as poflible the 
facility of their re-eftablithment in Coromandel, if reftorations fhould 
be made at the conclufion of a general peace, Mr. Pigot laid a repre- 
entation before the council of Madrafs, which determined them to 
deftroy all the interior buildings, as well as the fortifications of Pon- J 
dicherry, of which the demolition was by this time nearly completed : : 4 
and in a few months more, not a roof was left ftanding in this once 
fair andflourifhing city. Fe 
For two years oe the fortune ue France had been declining in 
-every other part of the world; they hadloft their fettlementson the coaft 
of Africa, half their weft india iflands, the whole region of Canada; 
their naval force was utterly ruined, and their armies were ftrug ggling 
under defeats in Germany. The lofs of India, as a laft hope, excited 
the public indignation more than any of the former difafters, which 
was fo far from producing any reconciliationamongfttheamenable, that 
it only fharpened their vengeance again{t each other. Mr. Lally, on his 
arrival, formally accufed Mr. De leyii it, Mr. Buily, Mr. Moracin and 
Courtin, of having wilfully con{pired the ruin of the French affairs 
from their averfion to himfelf, as appointed by the King to invefti- 
gate and correct the abufes of the government of Pondicherry. Of 
200 perfons who were either arrived or returning from hence, S 
not more than 20 were in habits or connections with Mr. Lally ; all } 
the others, revolted by the exceffes of his temper, or the feveri ity of 
his authority, bore him either fecret grudge, or avowed hatred ; 
all thefe became voluntary partizans with Mr. De Leyrit and the | 
il ofe refolutions were conduéted at Paris, as they had ’ 
: Pondicherry, by the jefuit Lavaur. Their firft ftep in | 
to prefent a manifeft to the comptroller- -general, in 
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incapacity; and in Auguft 1762, they petitioned the King to vindi- 
cate themfelves juridically from the accufations of Mr. Lally ; who 
fome months after was confined in the Baftile. In June 1763, 
father Lavaur died; this jefuit had compofed in India two me- 
moirs, the one a juftification and panegyrick, the other a defama- 
tory impeachment of every part of Mr. Lally’s conduét. Argu- 
ments taken from this piece were occafionally fupplied to pro- 
pagate the public antipathy, but it had never been authentically 
publifhed. As Lavaur was rated as an evidence, his papers were 
taken poffeflion of by the officers of juftice, and amongft them this 
libel was found. Lavaur, as if ruined by the lofs of Pondicherry, 
had petitioned. the government for a {mall penfion of fubfiftence ; 
and it was difcovered that he died poffeffed of 60,000 pounds in 
gold, diamonds, and bills of exchange. This hypocrify, with 
the frauds of another jefuit, who managed the weftern miffions, con- 
duced not a little to the expulfion of the order; but full attention 
was given to the memoir of Lavaur, and from its documents the 
attorney general inferted the charge of high treafon, which deprived 
Mr. Lally of the affiftance of counfel. After he had been con- 
fined 18 months, the deponents in the procefs were brought 
befdře him, and he permitted to interrogate them before the re- 


corder. "The number of facts depofed againft him amounted to one ` 


hundred and fixty, for every violent or unguarded expreffion. during 
the courfe of his government and ill fuccefs was admitted. The 
number of witneffes muft likewife have been many, for Mr. Lally 
oppofed {trong reproaches of incompetency to thirty-four of them. 
The recorder was the fame, who had given the moft fanguinary 
judgment ever pronounced in France againft a young man of family ; 
and Mr. Lally, with his ufual indifcretion and intemperance, aggra- 
vated the feverity of his character, by treating him with haugh- 
tinefs and contempt during the difcharge of his office. Eighteen 
months pafled in the confrontation and interrogatories, when the 
final decifion was to be made by the whole parliament of Paris, 
which is compofed of 120 members. It muft be left to conjecture, 
how many of them went regularly through the immenfe volume 
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t- ETEN ot records from,which they were to form their judgement, and how 
i Par few  perfevered in comparing. and combining. this multitude of de- 
- pofiti tions with one another, in a fubject fo new to them, whether 
as military. operations by land and fea, or as tranfactions in a ftrange 
Jand, of which they were now to learn the cuftoms, manners, cli- 
ik mate, and geography. Neverthelefs with due attention, much of 
= * this knowledge, and_of the caufe itfelf, might be acquired from the 
memoirs publifhed not long before the decifion, by Mr. D’Aché, 
Soupires, Buffy, and of Mr. Deleyrit, who was dead, but pub- 
lifhed by his heirs, with feveral others of leffer note and importance ; 

and from the more copious juftifications of Mr. Lally, written 

by himfelf, with the fame unconquered {pirit of invective againft 
his.enemies, as had brought on him the combination of accu= 
fations, on which the jurifprudence of his country was now to: 
pronounce. But none of thefe publications alledged, nor did any 
evidence affert any faét, to warrant the fentence of his- judges,, 
who muft therefore have been led by the report of the recorder 

to condemn him to be beheaded, as duly attainted and con- 
vi&ed of having betrayed the interefts of the King, the ftate, and 

_ the Eaft India company; of abufe of authority, vexations, and ex- 
-~ aétions, upon the fubjeéts of the King, and ftrangers refident in Pon- 
dicherry. Before the fentence was made known, he had been divefted’ 

in the prefence of the court of his military orders, and declared de- 


from the Baftile, as a more honourable confinement, to the common 
prifon of criminals. Here in the morning of the oth of May, 1766, 

_ his fentence was read to him; he threw up his hands to heaven, and 

exclaimed, Is this the reward of 45 years fervice! and {natching a pair 
of compaffes, which lay with maps on his table, ftruck it to his 

brgalt but it did not pierce to his heart;, he then gave loofe to every 

_ execration againft his judges and. accufers. His feaffold was pre- 
ed, and his 

m from g to the fpectators, a large gag was put into 
was taken out of prifon, when he was carried 


ded on the Greve. - He ponies, in the 


If 


graded of his military rank, in confequence of which he was removed“ 


n appointed. for the fame afternoon : -to pre- 


Book XIII. Mr. Lavy. 
If abufe of authority, vexations, and exa@ions, are not capital 176r. 

in the jurifprudence of France, they ought not to have been in- a 

ferted, as efficacious, in the fentence of death. The betraying of t 

interelts required that the intention of ruining them fhould be 

proved by inconteftable faéts; but Mr. Lall y neither gave ins 

telligence to the Englith, of which they could take advantage, ` 

nor led or commanded his troops to fervices of deftruétion 

without the probability of advantage from their efforts, nor re- 

ceived bribes to influence the general plan of his condué@. The 

invective of his declaration to Colonel Coote,: when offering to 

furrender, fhews how little favour he expeéted from the segs 

government; and he had perfonally offended Mr. Pigot in iis cor- 

refpondence. Neverthelefs, the imputation of having fold Pondi- 

cherry, opened the cry againft him in France. Mr. D’Eftaign and 

Crillon depofed honourably of him. Nor was the fentence of his 

judges unanimous. Mr. Siguier, admired for his eloquence, and 

Mr. Pellot, for his application and the clearnefs of his underftanding, — 

declared their conviétion of his innocence ; another of his judges ac- f 

knowledged, that he was not condemned on any particular fa&, but 

on the whole together. Mr. Voltaire, who had weil confidered the 


caufe, has not fcrupled to call his death a murder committed with SA } 
the {word of juftice. EEEO 
Mr. Lally conftantly claimed the right of sane his balie ; RS 4 


conduct tried by a board of general officers. They would have feen 
his errors with difcernment, and weighed them with impartiality. © 
‘That the recall of Mr. Buffy from Salabadjing, and the fabieating 
the infufficient abilities of Mr. Conflans, produced the lofs of Ma- 
fulipatam and the northern provinces. ‘That the fiege of Madrafs 
was wrong in the intention, and equally defective in the execution; 
but that Mr. Lally expected no abler refiftance here than he had 
met at Fort St. David. That the feparation of the army, by the lenges l 
detachment fent to Seringham, which enabled the Englifh to ex- 
tend their barrier to Sathe fouth of the Paliar by a pe te saat? 


ae 
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2 y% a money, and the diftrefs for provifions. That the attempt to retake 
——_—s-“ Wandivath, reduced Mr. Lally to the neceflity of receiving battle, 
| April. which as the Englifh were fecking, he ought to have avoided ; 
ia put that he had reafon to expe greater induftry and {pirit in the 
artillery, officers, and engineers, who might have breached the place 
in half the time. Whether, after this battle, Pondicherry might have 
‘been better ftored, or whether the provifions collected were injudi- 
cioufly difpofed of, would, after all witnefles, have remained a decifion 

of doubt. a . 
The troops which arrived with Colonel Coote in November 1759, 
with his immediate a&tivity in the reduétion of Vandivath and Caran- 
goly, brought the war nearly to an equality ; which juftified him in 
ri{quing the battle for the relief of Vandivath, although he fought 
it with the inexplicit difapprobation of the prefidency in his pocket; 
but his difpofitions had fecured refources againft mifchance. Before 
this important fuccefs, the views of no one had extended to, the re- 
du@tion of Pondicherry: but inftantly after, all were imprefled with 
the firmeft perfuafion of this termination of the war. . This fortu- 
nate confidence led to the moft vigorous counfels. Nothing, it was 
reafoned, if all advantages are taken, can fave Pondicherry, except- 
ing the arrival of their fquadron in force fufficient to cope with the 
Englifh ; or the lucky introdu@tion of troops and money by divi- 
fions of their fhips, if the whole do not venture: whatfoever is 
gained in the mean time will require fo much effort to i recover, 
fhould the enemy be reinforced; and if they are not, will be fo much 
accomplifhed towards the ultimate objet. The enterprizing fa- 
gacity of Colonel Coote loft no time in difcovering and taking every 
advantage. The prefidency feconded his operations by the expedition 
to Karical, and in fupplies to the field ; the garrifon of ‘Tritchinopoly 
by their a€tivity ; the detachment to the weftward by its vigilance ; 
a the army by their zeal on all occafions. Colonei Coote, by conftantly 
xpofing his own perfon with the Sepoys, had brought them to fuf- 
dangerous fervices,. from which the Europeans were preferved. 
sonomy, and the reinforcements from England and Bombay, 
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Book XI. Pon enaa CAN RN 
greater force than France had ever before Ti Kie | 
Englifh on the day of the furrender of Pondicherry k 


condition to have given them battle, if they he 
their very walls. aon 
Colonel Coote embarked on the 13th of MES leaving 
ment to follow; and with him, our narrative returns to t 
Bengal, 
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‘Thofe marked with an afterifk, are errors or over-fights of the 


SECTION THE FIRSK 


Page. Line. 


3 


| sasi 


3 for Sagor, read Sagore. 
29 dele one m in Mahommedan. 
12 for Emperar, read Emperor. 
26 before government, infert the. - 
16 for Behar, read Berar. 
18 for even, read ever. 

I after more put a comma. 
29. dele one of the ats. 
ult for Decan, read Duane _ 
24 before happened, infert had.- 
for hapened, read happened. 
4 before mounted, infert were. - 
9 for Lattee, read Latty. 
6 before his, infert by. 
Sor Bahar, read Bhar. 
Jor Mahomet, read Mahomed. - 
for fak&toty, read factory. 
for fix, read ten.: a? 
for Timary, read Timery.- 
4 for weftern, read eaftern. 
for eaftward, read weftward. 
for N. W. read N. ; 
before brambles, inftead of thick, read fttong. 
3 for Behar, read Bahar. 


26 idem. idem. 
31 after Nabob infert a comma. 
26 dele the, the laff word in the line. 4 
31 for Mattaver, read Matlavar. 

2 idem. idem. | 
29 after came, infert a comma. 

13 after enemy for: put 3 $ c ee: 
17 _for all at equal diftance, read as the line admitted, 
2 for Arcelore, read Arielore, steel’ Baa oe 
26 for proceed read return, eae % 
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Page, Line. ? 
= a367 3 jJor Rangarow, read Kiftnarow. 
= x369 2 for Chinglapet, read that place. 
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SECTION THE SECOND. 


dele. of thofe. 

for Sidapte. read Sidapet, and put after it ; 

or right, read left, 

for Gopaulharry, read Gopaulrow; he went by both names 
idem. idem. 


_ for Trivalore, read Tripaffore. 


dele comma after {eeing. 

Jor pallifado, read pallifade. 

for Achempettah, read Aimapettah. 
dele the comma after Tinivelly. 

dele the comma after diftriéts, 

for diftance read defiftance. 

dele the comma after Paliar. 
for with, read without. 


for Tri Permadore, read Stree Permadore ; though both prevail. 


for Abdulwahad, read Abdulwahab, 
for 56, read 59. 

before which, infert on. 

for left, read right. 

Jor eaftern, read weftern. 

before recovered, infert who. 

after fide, put a comma. 

for ramparts, read ramps. 

for left, read pofted. 

for requiting, read requefting. 


for lain, read laid. 


for Villaperum, read Villaparum. 
after illand, infiead of , put ; 


or arival, read arrival. 


645 penult. for Ouglarce, read Oulgarry. 


Cy ay 
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Jor 1400, read 1100. 


2 24 for error, read miftake. 
4 4 after of, infert the. 
Sor eaft, read north. 


fo attack, read divifion. 
4th read 4th. 
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D Direcrions for the placing and reference of the Mars. 
SECTION THE FIrsT, 


_ The Countries of Indoftan, Eaft of Delhi, by Major James Rennell, Page 1. 
Plan of Calcutta, 1756, Page 61. 
Calcutta asin 1756, Page 71. 
Bengal and Bahar, Page 119. 
Territory of Calcutta, 1757, Page 134. 
The Countries of Coromandel, from the Coleroon to Cape Comorin, Page 105.- 
Trinomalee, Page 247. 
Thiagar, Page 248. 
Elevation of a Polygar’s Fort, in the northern provinces, Page 255. 
Vizagapatam, in 1758, Page 261. ; 
Fort St. David, with the French attack 1758, Page 307. 
Tanjore, reduced from an exact furvey, Page 323. 
View of Tanjore, Page 329. 


SECTION THE SECOND. 


The Carnatic, from the Penar to the Coleroon, with the Weftern Moun- 
tains, and Part of Myfore, Page 367.- 

Madrafs, part of the Black Town, and the adjacent ground to the s. and ws- 
with the French attack, from Dec. 12, 1758, to Feb. 17, 1759, Page 385. 
Pfan-of the fronts of Fort St. George, attacked by Mr. Lally, from the 14th 

of Dec. 1758, to the 16th of Feb. 1759, with part of the Black Town, 


i Page 460. 
i} Palam Cotah, near Tinivelly, Page 467. 
J Mafulipatam, Page 480. 
J Waldore and Vandivath, to face Page 517; but Valdore refers to 627. 
i Carangoly, Page 545- 


| Chittapet, Page 591+ 

| Arcot Fort and Chilambarum, to face 593 5 but Chilambarum refers to Page-630.- 
View of the Forts on the hills of Veloor, Page 603. 
Permacoil, Page 606. 
Karical, Page 617. ; : 4 
Pondicherry, Page 645. s 
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